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PREFACE. 


By  an  act  approved  June  23,  1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
^'  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official 
^Records  of  the  War  of  the  Kebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,"  and  directed  him  "  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order.'^ 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  has  provided  "  for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
10,000  copies  of  a  compilation  of  the  Official  Eecords  (Union  and  Con- 
federate) of  the  War  of  the  Eebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready 
for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year  "5  and  that  "of  said  number,  7,000 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  2,000  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive 
Departments.'' 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can 
be  obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical 
value. 

The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement : 

The  1st  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate, of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspond- 
ence, orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is 
to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  wiU,  as  a  rule,  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c., 
not  embraced  in  the  "  reports"  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  2d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns,  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 
prisoners. 

ui 


IV  PREFACE. 

The  3d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
first  and  second  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments ;  the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  4th  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

BOBEET  2>r.  SCOTT, 
Major ^  Third  Art.^  and  Bvt,  Lieut  Col, 

Wab  Department,  August  23, 1880. 

Approved : 

ALEX.  EAMSEY, 

Secreta/ry  of  War, 
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CHAPTER    I. 

OPERATIONS  IN  CHARLESTON  HARBOR,  S.  0, 


December  20,  1860-April  14,  1861. 


SXJiytnytARY    OF   THE   PRIN^CII'A.Il.   E^EIS^TS. 

December  20, 1860. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  by  the  South  Carolina  Convention. 
26, 1860. — United  States  troops,  under  command  of  Maj.  R.  Anderson,  trans- 
ferred from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter. 
27, 1860. — Castle  Pinckney  and  Fort  Moultrie  seized  by  the  State  troops. 
30, 1860. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Charleston  seized  by  the  State  troops. 
January      2, 1861. — Fort  Johnson  seized  by  the  State  troops. 

5, 1861. — First  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter  sails  from  New  York 

Harbor. 
9, 1861. — Steamship  Star  of  the  West  fired  upon  by  the  State  troops. 
11, 1861. — Surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  demanded  of  Major  Anderson  by  the 
governor  of  South  Carolina  and  refused.* 
March  1, 1861. — The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  assumes  control  of  mili- 

tary affairs  at  Charleston. 
3, 1861. — Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  at 
Charleston. 
April  3, 1861. — Schooner  Rhoda  H.  Shannon  fired  upon  by  the  Confederate  bat- 

teries. 
10, 1861. — Second  expedition  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter  sails  from  New 

York  Harbor. 
11, 1861. — Evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter  demanded  by  General  Beauregard.  • 
12-14, 1861. — Bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter. 

I?,E;i>OR.TS.t 

No.  1. — Maj.  Robert  Anderson,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
Moultrie. 

No.  2. — Extracts  fi-om  annual  report  of  Capt.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers, 
relating  to  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Moultrie,  the  seizure  of  Castle  Pinckney 
and  Fort  Johnson,  and  operations  at  Fort  Sumter. 

No.  3. — Ordnance  Storekeeper  F.  C.  Humphreys,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Charles- 
ton Arsenal,  and  correspondence. 

*  No  record  of  this  transaction  found  in  the  files  of  the  Department ;  but  the  demand 
and  refusal  were  published  about  the  time  stated,  and  that  demand  is  referred  to  iu 
Foster  to  Totten,  January  12,  and  in  Holt  to  Hayne,  February  6,  1861.  See  "Corres- 
pondence and  Ordei's,'*  post — Compiler. 

t  Of  the  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter,  when  not  otherwise  indicated. 
1  R  R 


No. 

5. 

No. 

6. 

No. 

7. 

No. 

8. 

No. 

9. 

No. 

10. 

No. 

11. 

No. 

12. 

No. 

13. 

No. 

14. 

No. 

15. 

No. 

16. 

No. 

17. 

No. 

18. 

No. 

19. 

No. 

20. 

No. 

21. 

No. 

22. 

No. 

23. 

No. 

24. 

No. 

25. 

2  OPERATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    C.  [ChaiM. 

No.    4.— Lieut.  Charles  R.  Woods,  Ninth  U.  S.  Inftintry,  of  first  expedition  for  relief 
of  Fort  Sumter. 

-Capt.  G.  V.  Fox,  U.  S.  agent,  of  second  expedition  for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter. 

-Maj.  Robert  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  commanding  U.  S.  troops.* 

-Engineer  journal  kept  by  Capt.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers.* 

-Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Confederate  troops.* 

-Brig.  Gen.  R.  G.  M.  Dunovant,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Brig.  Gen.  James  Simons,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Ripley,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Lieut.  Col.  Wilmot  G.  De  Saussure,  South  Carolina  Army.  .  , 

-Maj.  P.  F.  Stevens,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Capt.  R.  Martin,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Capt.  William  Butler,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Capt.  W.  R.  Calhoun,  commanding  Sumter  battery.  Fort  Moultrie. 

-Capt.  J.  H.  Hallonquist,  commauding  mortar  and  enfilading  batteries. 

-Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Wagner,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Lieut.  Alfred  Rhett,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Lieut.  Jacob  Valentine,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Capt.  G.  B.  Cuthbert,  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

-Capt.  J.  Gadsden  King,  South  Carolina  Militia. 

-Lieut.  J.  E.  McP.  Washington,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Lieut.  C.  W.  Parker,  South  Carolina  Army. 

-Joint    reports  of  James  Chesnut,  jr.,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  R.  Chisolm,  Capt.  S.  D. 
Lee,  and  Messrs.  John  L.  Manning,  William  Pbrcher  Miles,  and  Roger  A. 
Pry  or,  aides-de-camp. 
No.  26. — Joint   reports  of  Maj.  D.  R.  Jones,  assistant  adjutant-general;  and  Col. 
Charles  Allston,  jr.,  Commander  H.  J.  Hartstene  (C.  S.  Navy),  and  Messrs. 
William  Porcher  Miles  and  Roger  A.  Pryor,  aides-de-camp. 
No.  27. — Surg.  Gen.  R.  W.  Gibbes,  South  Carolina  Army. 
No.  28. — Commander  H.  J.  Hartstene,  C.  S.  Navy. 

No.  1. 

Eeports  of  Maj,  Robert  Anderson^  IT.  S.  Army^  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort 

Moultrie,  S.  G. 

^o.  11.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  December  26,  1860—8  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  December  29.) 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  completed, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  removal  to  this  fort  of  all  of  my  garrison, 
except  the  surgeon,  four  non-commissioned  officers,  and  seven  men. 
We  have  one  year's  supply  of  hospital  stores  and  about  four  months' 
supply  of  provisions  for  my  command.  I  left  orders  to  have  all  the 
guns  at  Fort  Moultrie  sx^iked,  and  the  carriages  of  the  32-pounders, 
which  are  old,  destroyed.  I  have  sent  orders  to  Captain  Foster,  who 
remains  at  Fort  Moultrie,  to  destroy  all  the  ammunition  which  he  can- 
not send  over.  The  step  which  I  have  taken  was,  in  my  opinion,  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery  J  Commanding. 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General 

*  See  also  "  Correspondence  and  Orders,"  j?os<. 
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[Telegram.  J 

War  Departjment, 

Adjutant- GcneraVs  Office^  December  27,  1860. 

Major  Anderson,  Fort  Moultrie: 

Intelligence  has  reached  here  this  morning  that  you  have  abandoned 
Fort  Moultrie,  spiked  your  guns,  burned  the  carriages,  and  gone  to  Fort 
Sumter.  It  is  not  believed,  because  there  is  no  order  for  any  such 
movement.     Explain  the  meaning  of  this  report. 

J.  B.  FLOYD, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  December  27, 1860. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War  : 

The  telegram  is  correct.  I  abandoned  Fort  Moultrie  because  I  was 
certain  that  if  attacked  my  men  must  have  been  sacrificed,  and  the 
command  of  the  harbor  lost.  I  spiked  the  guns  and  destroyed  the 
carriages  to  keep  the  guns  from  being  used  against  us. 

If  attacked,  the  garrison  would  never  have  surrendered  without  a 
fight. 

EOBEET  Al^DERSOK, 

Major  J  First  Artillery. 


Ko.  12.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  December  27,  1860. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  December  31.) 

Colonel  :  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  this  afternoon  to  the  telegram 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to  the  abandonment  of 
Fort  Moultrie.  In  addition  to  the  reasons  given  in  my  telegram  and  in 
my  letter  of  last  night,  I  will  add  as  my  opinion  that  many  things  con- 
vinced me  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  designed  to  proceed  to  a 
hostile  act.  Under  this  impression  I  could  not  hesitate  that  it  was 
my  solemn  duty  to  move  my  command  from  a  fort  which  we  could  not 
probably  have  held  longer  than  forty-eight  or  sixty  hours,  to  this  one, 
where  my  power  of  resistance  is  increased  to  a  very  great  degree.  The 
governor  of  this  State  sent  down  one  of  his  aides  to-day  and  demanded, 
'^  courteously,  but  peremptorily,"  that  I  should  return  my  command 
to  Fort  Moultrie.  I  replied  that  I  could  not  and  would  not  do  so.  He 
stated  that  when  the  governor  came  into  office  he  found  that  there  was 
an  understanding  between  his  predecessor  and  the  President  that  no 
re-enforcements  were  to  be  sent  to  any  of  these  forts,  and  particularly 
to  this  one,  and  that  I  had  violated  this  agreement  by  having  re-enforced 
this  fort.  I  remarked  that  I  had  not  re-enforced  this  command,  but 
that  I  had  merely  transferred  my  garrison  from  one  fort  to  another, 
and  that,  as  the  commander  of  this  harbor,  I  had  a  right  to  move  my 
men  into  any  fort  I  deemed  proper.  I  told  him  that  the  removal  was 
made  on  my  own  responsibility,  and  that  I  did  it  because  we  were  in  a 
position  that  we  could  not  defend,  and  also  under  the  firm  belief  that 
it  Avas  the  best  means  of  preventing  bloodshed.  This  afternoon  an 
armed  steamer,  one  of  two  which  have  been  watching  these  two  forts, 
between  which  they  have  been  passing  to  and  fro  or  anchored  for  the 
last  ten  nights,  took  possession  by  escalade  of  Castle  Pinckney.  Lieu- 
tenant Meade  made  no  resistance,    He  is  with  us  to-night.    They  also 
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took  possession  to-night  of  Fort  Moultrie,  from  wMcli  I  withdrew  the 
remainder  of  my  men  this  afternoon,  leaving  the  fort  in  charge  of  the 
overseer  of  the  men  employed  by  the  Engineer  Department.  We  have 
left  about  one  month's  and  a  half  of  provisions  in  that  fort ;  also  some 
wood  and  coal  and  a  small  quantity  of  ammunition.  We  are  engaged 
here  to-day  in  mounting  guns  and  in  closing  up  some  of  the  openings 
for  the  embrasures — temporarily  closed  by  light  boards,  but  which 
would  offer  but  slight  resistance  to  persons  seeking  entrance.  If  the 
workmen  return  to  their  work,  which  I  doubt,  we  shall  be  enabled  in 
three  or  four  days  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  our  guns  mounted, 
and  be  ready  for  anything  that  may  occur. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AIi^DERSOK, 
Major y  First  Artillery ^  Commanding, 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  2. 


Extrojcts  from  annual  report  {October  1,  18G1)  of  Capt.  John  G.  Foster, 

U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers, 

*4t*  Jt>  AU  Atf  4tf  'it' 

T^  "TT  •Jr  TV*  ^5*  T^ 

Castle  Pinclcney,  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina. — Some  necessary 
repairs  were  commenced  upon  this  work  in  December,  1860,  but  before 
these  were  completed  the  fort  was  seized  by  the  troops  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  on  the  27th  of  December. 

Lieut.  E.  K.  Meade,-  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  was  in  the  immediate 
charge,  was  suffered  to  leave  with  the  workmen ;  but  all  the  public 
property  in  the  fort  was  taken  possession  of,  including  the  mess  property 
and  one  month's  provisions  for  the  Engineer  force.  The  armament  of 
the  fort  was  all  mounted,  except  two  or  three  guns  on  the  barbette  tier 
and  one  42-pounder  in  the  casemate  tier.  The  carriages  were  in  good 
order,  and  pretty  good.  The  magazine  was  well  furnished  with  imple- 
ments, and  also  contained  some  powder.  The  fort  was  repaired  three 
years  ago,  and  was  generally  in  excellent  condition,  one  of  the  cisterns 
only  wanting  repairs. 

Fort  Johnson,  Charleston,  South  Carolina. — The  barracks  and  quar- 
ters were  in  such  bad  order  as  to  be  almost  uninhabitable,  and  a 
large  sum  would  be  needed  to  repair  them.  The  position  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  State  troops  on  the  2d  of  January,  1861.  A  small 
battery  of  three  guns  was  soon  after  built,  adjoining  the  barracks. 

Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina. — Vigorous  operations 
were  commenced  on  this  fort  in  the  month  of  August,  1860,  with  the 
view  of  placing  it  in  a  good  defensive  position  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
casemate  arches  supporting  the  second  tier  of  guns  were  all  turned ; 
the  granite  flagging  for  the  second  tier  was  laid  on  the  right  face  of  the 
work ;  the  floors  laid,  and  the  iron  stairways  put  up,  in  the  east  barracks; 
the  traverse  circles  of  the  first  tier  of  guns  reset ;  the  bluestone  flagging 
laid  in  all  the  guns'  rooms  of  the  right  and  left  faces  of  the  first  tier ; 
and  the  construction  of  the  embrasures  of  the  second  tier  commenced 
at  the  time  the  fort  was  occupied  by  Major  Anderson's  command, 
on  the  26th  of  December,  1860.  The  fears  of  an  immediate  attack,  and 
disloyal  feelings,  induced  the  greater  portion  of  the  Engineer  employes 
to  leave  at  this  time.    But  those  that  remained,  fifty-five  in  number, 
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reduced  towards  the  end  of  the  investment  to  thirty-five,  were  made 
very  effective  in  preparing  for  a  vigorous  defense. 

The  armament  of  the  fort  was  mounted  and  supplied  with  maneu- 
vering implements ;  machicoulis  galleries,  splinter-proof  shelters,  and 
traverses  were  constructed ;  the  openings  left  for  the  embrasures  of  the 
second  tier  were  filled  with  brick  and  stone  and  earth,  and  those  in  the 
gorge  with  stone  and  iron  and  lead  concrete ;  mines  were  established 
iu  the  wharf  and  along  the  gorge;  the  parade  was  cleared,  and  com- 
munications opened  to  all  parts  of  the  fort  and  through  the  quarters. 

The  fort  was  bombarded  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  April  by  the  rebels, 
and  evacuated  by  Major  Anderson^s  command  on  the  14th  of  April. 
During  the  bombardment,  the  oflacers'  quarters  were  set  on  fire  by  hot 
shot  from  the  rebel  batteries,  and  they,  with  the  roofs  of  the  barracks, 
were  entirely  consumed.  The  magazines  were  uninjured  by  the  fire. 
The  bombardment  dismounted  one  gun,  disabled  two  others,  and  ruined 
the  stair  towers  and  the  masonry  walls  projecting  above  the  parapet. 
No  breach  was  effected  in  the  walls,  and  the  greatest  penetration  made 
by  successive  shots  was  twenty-two  inches.  Nearly  all  the  material 
that  had  been  obtained  to  construct  the  embrasures  of  the  second  tier, 
to  flag  this  tier  and  the  remainder  of  the  first  tier,  and  to  finish  the 
barracks,  was  used  up  in  the  preparations  for  defense. 

Fort  Moultrie^  Charleston  Harbor^  South  Carolina. — The  work  of  pre- 
paring this  fort  for  a  vigorous  defense  commenced  in  August,  1860,  and 
was  diligently  prosecuted  up  to  the  day  of  its  evacuation,  December  26, 
1860.  In  this  time  the  large  accumulation  of  sand,  which  overtopped  the 
scarp  wall  on  the  sea  front,  was  removed  to  the  front  and  formed  into 
a  glacis ;  a  wet  ditch,  fifteen  feet  wide,  dug  around  the  fort ;  two  flank- 
ing caponieres  of  brick  built,  to  flank  with  their  fire  the  three  water 
fronts ;  a  bastionet  for  musketry  constructed  at  the  northwest  angle ;  a 
picket  fence  built  around  the  fort,  bordering  the  ditch,  and  protected 
by  a  small  glacis;  merlons  constructed  on  the  whole  of  the  east  front  *, 
communication  opened  through  the  quarters,  a  bridge  built,  connecting 
them  with  the  guard -house,  and  the  latter  loopholed  for  musketry,  so  as 
to  serve  for  a  citadel. 

Means  were  also  furnished  to  transport  Major  Anderson's  command, 
and  such  public  property  as  could  be  removed  before  the  occupation 
of  Fort  Moultrie  by  the  rebels,  to  Fort  Sumter.  Before  evacuating  the 
fort,  the  guns  were  spiked,  the  gun  carriages  on  the  front  looking  towards 
Fort  Sumter  burned,  and  the  flagstaff*  cut  down.  A  considerable  quan- 
tity of  Engineer  implements  and  materials  were  unavoidably  left  in  the 
fort. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain^  Engineers, 


No.  3. 


Reports  of  and  correspondence  with  Ordnance  Storelceeper  F.  0.  Humphreys, 
s  U,  S,  Army  J  in  reference  to  seizure  of  Charleston  Arsenal. 

Charleston,  Becemher  28, 1860. 
Capt.  Wm.  Maynadier, 

Ordnance  Bureau: 

A  body  of  South  Carolina  military  now  surround  the  arsenal,  out- 
side, however,  of  the  inclosure,  but  denying  ingress  or  egress  without 
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countersign.    The  officer  in  command  disclaims  any  intention  of  occu- 
pancy, and  the  United  States  tia^'  is  undisturbed.    I  await  instructions. 

F.  0.  HUMPHEEYS. 

Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C, 

Becemher  29,  1860. 
Capt.  Wm.  Maynadier, 

In  charge  of  Ordnance  Bureau^  Washington,  B.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  reported  by  telegraph  on  the  28th  instant  that  this  arsenal  was 
surrounded  by  a  body  of  South  Carolina  militia,  and  that  myself  and 
the  command  are  not  allowed  to  pass  in  or  out  without  a  countersign. 
Those  in  authority  disclaim  any  intention  of  occupying  the  post,  nor  do 
they  molest  the  flag.    I  asked  for  instructions,  but  have  received  none. 

I  protest  (the  disclaimer  notwithstanding)  that  this  post  is  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  in  the  possession  of  the  South  Carolina  troops,  and 
also  against  the  indignity  offered  me  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army^  to  say  nothing  of  the  annoyance  the  entire  command  is  subjected 
to  by  this  measure. 

I  shall,  therefore,  unless  otherwise  instructed  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, make  a  formal  protest  against  the  posting  of  sentinels  around 
this  arsenal,  and  request  that  they  be  removed,  which,  if  denied,  I  shall 
consider  an  occupancy  of  it  by  the  State,  and  shall  haul  down  my  flag 
and  surrender. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  such  a  course  is  proper,  and  due  to  myself 
and  the  position  I  occupy  as  commanding  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  HUMPHREYS, 
Military  Storelceeper  Ordnance^  Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

Ordnance  Office, 

January  1,  1861. 
EespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

WM.  may:n^adiee, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 

[Inclosure.] 

Abstract  from  muster-roll  of  F.  C.  Humjjlireys,  military  stoi'eJceeper  of  ordnance,  dated  to 

include  the  'SOth  day  of  December,  1860. 

Present :  Brevet  Col.  Benjamin  Huger,  who  assumed  command  ^o- 
vember  20,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  who  was  absent  under 
orders  from  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  dated  December  1, 1860,  and 
assumed  his  former  duty  at  Pikesville  Arsenal,  by  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  December  15,  1860. 

F.  C.  Humphreys,  military  storekeeper,  who  resumed  command  of 
post  December  7,  1860.    Fourteen  enlisted  men. 

F.  C.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Military  Storelceeper,  Z7.  S,  Army. 

Charleston,  S.  C, 

Becemher  30,  I860.* 

Sir:  This  arsenal  has  to-day  been  taken  by  force  of  arms.  What 
disposition  am  I  to  make  of  my  command  ? 

F.  C.  HUMPHEEYS. 
Capt.  Maynadier, 

In  charge  of  Ordnance  Bureau, 
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Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  0., 

Decemher  31,  1860. 

Sir  :  1  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  the  correspondence  relative  to  the 
surrender  of  this  post  yesterday  to  the  authorities  of  this  State.    Trusting 
that  my  course  may  meet  the  approval  of  the  Department, 
i  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Military  Storelceeper  Ordnance^  TJ,  S.  A, 
Capt.  Wm.  Maynadier, 

In  charge  of  Ordnance  Bureau,  Washington,  D,  C. 

[Inclosures.] 

Charleston,  Decemher  30,  1860 — lOJ  o'clock  a.  m. 
Sir  :  I  herewith   demand    an   immediate   surrender  of   the   U.   S. 
Arsenal  at  this  place  and  under  your  charge,  and  a  delivery  to  me  of 
the  keys  and  contents  of  the  arsenals,  magazines,  &c. 

I  am  already  proceeding  to  occupy  it  with  a  strong  armed  detachment 
of  troops. 

I  make  the  demand  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
by  virtue  of  an  order  from  its  governor,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHK  CUNNINGHAM, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Beg.  Inf.,  S.  0.  M, 
Capt.  F.  C.  Humphreys, 

Military  Storekeeper  Ordnance. 

Headquarters,  Charleston,  S.  C, 

December  29,  1860. 

Sir:  In  the  morning,  after  reporting  yourself  to  Major-General 
Schneirle,  and  informing  him  of  this  order,  you  are  directed  to  get 
from  him  a  detachment  of  select  men,  and  in  the  most  discreet  and 
forbearing  manner  you  will  proceed  to  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  in  Charles- 
ton, and  there  demand,  in  my  name,  its  entire  possession,  and  state 
distinctly  that  you  do  this  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  destruction  of 
public  property  that  may  occur  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  and  also  as  due  to  the  public  safety.  You  will  then  proceed 
to  take,  in  the  most  systematic  manner,  a  correct  inventory  of  ^very- 
thing  in  said  arsenal,  and  the  exact  state  of  all  arms,  &c. 

You  will  read  this  order  to  Captain  Humphreys,  who  is  the  United 
States  officer  at  the  arsenal. 

I  do  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  in  giving  up  the  same,  but  if  refused, 
then  you  are  to  take  it,  using  no  more  force  than  may  be  absolutely 
necessary,  and  with  the  greatest  discretion  and  liberality  to  Captain 
Humphreys,  who  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  remain  in  his  present  quarters 
as  long  as  it  may  be  agreeable  for  himself,  and  he  is  requested  to  do  so. 
Report  as  soon  as  possible  to  me. 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 

Col.  John  Cunningham. 

Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C, 

Decemher  30,  1860. 

Sir  :  I  am  constrained  to  comi)ly  with  your  demand  for  the  surrender 
of  this  arsenal,  from  the  fact  that  I  have  no  force  for  its  defense.  I  do 
so,  however,  solemnly  protesting  against  the  illegality  of  this  measure 
in  the  name  of  my  Government. 
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I  also  demand,  as  a  right,  that  I  be  allowed  to  salute  my  flag,  before 
lowering  it,  with  one  gun  for  each  State  now  in  the  Union  (32),  and  that 
my  command  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  quarters  assigned  them  until 
instructions  can  be  obtained  from  the  War  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  C.  HUMPHREYS, 
Military  Storekeeper  Ordnance,  U,  8.  Army, 
Col.  John  Cunningham, 

Seventeenth  Begt.  Inf.,  S.  C,  M.  - 


Charleston,  S.  C, 
*  January  1, 1861. 

What  disposition  shall  I  make  of  the  detachment  under  my  command? 
•  We  are  very  unpleasantly  situated  here. 


Capt.  Wm.  Maynadier, 

Charge  of  Ordnance  Bureau. 


F.  C.  HUMPHEEYS, 

U.  S.  Army. 


Ordnance  Office, 

January  2,  1861. 


F.  C.  Humphreys, 

TI.  8.  Arsenal,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 

I  want  a  report  in  detail  of  what  has  occurred;  of  the  present  position 
and  condition  of  your  command  and  property ;  as  regards  quarters  and 
other  accommodations,  freedom  of  movement,  and  any  statements  or 
views  in  the  matter  that  you  may  deem  proper  for  a  full  understanding. 

W.  MAYFADIEE, 
Captain  of  Ordnance. 

Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C, 

January  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  dispatch  last  night  and  sent  a  reply  by  telegraph. 
I  will  now  proceed  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts  relative  to  the 
surrender  of  this  arsenal,  w^hich  I  should  have  done  before  but  that  my 
time  has  been  fully  occu]3ied  in  getting  i3rox}er  vouchers  for  the  property 
recently  in  my  charge. 

On  Sunday  morning  last  Colonel  Cunningham  marched  a  strong  de- 
tachment of  armed  men  into  this  arsenal  (having  several  days  before 
entirely  surrounded  it  outside  of  the  inclosure)  and  demanded  the  surren- 
der in  the  name  of  South  Carolina  and  by  order  of  Governor  Pickens. 
Having  no  force  to  make  a  defense,  I  surrendered  under  a  protest,  and 
demanded  the  privilege  of  saluting  my  flag  before  lowering  it  and  of 
taking  it  with  me,  and  that  the  command  should  occupy  the  quarters 
until  instructions  could  be  received  from  the  War  Department,  which 
was  granted. 

Soon  after,  the  arsenal  and  magazine  were  both  opened,  and  the 
property  has  been  constantly  issued  since — arms,  ammunition,  accouter- 
ments,  &c. 

Myself  and  men  and  our  families  are  very  unpleasantly  situated.    There 
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are  some  200  men  here  constantly,  and  we  are  in  actual  danger  from 
accident  when  so  many  inexperienced  persons  are  at  every  turn  with 
loaded  arms.  Our  movements  are  watched  and  restricted,  and  I  would 
earnestly  request  that  we  may  be  moved  elsewhere.  The  times  are  so 
unsettled  that  I  have  not  issued  to  my  command  this  month  either  sub- 
sistence or  fuel — in  fact,  we  have  no  conveniences  for  auything,  and  all 
is  confusion  and  turmoil. 

I  understand  that  all  communication  with  Fort  Sumter  is  cut  off,  and 
that  a  barge  with  its  men  from  that  post  has  been  captured  at  the  city 
wharf  and  are  held  in  durance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  0.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Military  Storekeeper  Ordnance^  U,  S.  Army, 
Capt.  Wm.  Maynadier, 

In  charge  of  Ordnance  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  0. 


No.  4. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Woods,  Ninth  U,  S,  Infantry,  of  first  expedition 

for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter, 

IsTew  York  Harbor, 

January  12,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  this  post  at  8J 
o'clock  this  morning  with  my  command,  having  been  unable  to  reach 
Fort  Sumter.    I  will  make  a  detailed  report  without  delay. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  E.  WOODS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry, 
Ool.  H.  L.  Scott,  A.  D.  C. 

Fort  Columbus,  K  Y.  H., 

January  13,  1861. 

Colonel  :  Pursuant  to  instructions,  dated  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
January  5, 1861, 1  embarked  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  5th  instant, 
from  Governor's  Island,  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  a  steam-tug,  which  trans- 
ferred us  to  the  steamer  Star  of  the  West. 

My  command  consisted  of  two  hundred  men,  recruits  from  the  depot, 
fifty  of  whom  were  of  the  permanent  party.  My  officers  were  First  Lieut. 
W.  A.  Webb,  Fifth  Infantry  5  Second  Lieut.  C.  W.  Thomas,  First  In- 
fantry, and  Assist.  Surg.  P.  G.  S.  Ten  Broeck,  Medical  Department. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  8th  instant,  arms  and  ammunition  were  issued 
to  all  the  men.  About  midnight  same  evening  we  arrived  off  Charleston 
Harbor,  and  remained  groping  in  the  dark  until  nearly  day,  when  we 
discovered  the  light  on  Fort  Sumter,  which  told  us  where  we  were.  The 
other  coast  light  marking  the  approaches  to  the  harbor  had  been  extin- 
guished, and  the  outer  buoy  marking  the  channel  across  the  bar  gone. 

During  the  night  we  saw  what  we  supposed  to  be  the  light  of  a  steamer 
cruising  off  the  harbor,  but  she  did  not  discover  us,  as  our  lights  were 
all  out.  Just  before  day  we  discovered  a  steamer  lying  off*  the  main 
ship  channel.  As  soon  as  they  made  us  out  they  burned  one  blue  light 
and  two  red  lights,  and,  receiving  no  response  from  us,  immediately 
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steamed  up  the  cluiunel.  As  soon  as  we  bad  light  enough  we  crossed 
the  bar,  and  steamed  up  the  main  ship  channel.  This  was  on  the  first 
of  the  ebb  tide,  the  steamer  ahead  of  us  firing  rockets  and  burning  lights 
as  she  went  up.  We  proceeded  without  interruption  until  we  "arrived 
within  one  and  three-quarter  miles  of  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie — they 
being  apparently  equidistant — when  we  were  opened  on  by  a  masked  bat- 
tery near  the  north  end  of  Morris  Island.  This  battery  was  about  five- 
eighths  of  a  mile  distant  from  us,  and  we  were  keeping  as  near  into  it  as 
we  could,  to  avoid  the  fire  of  Fort  Moultrie.  Before  we  were  fired  upon 
we  had  discovered  a  red  palmetto  flag  flying,  but  could  see  nothing  to 
indicate  that  there  was  a  battery  there. 

We  went  into  the  harbor  with  the  American  ensign  hoisted  on  the  flag- 
staff, and  as  soon  as  the  first  shot  was  fired  a  full-sized  garrison  flag  was 
displayed  at  our  fore,  but  the  one  was  no  more  respected  than  the  other. 
We  kept  on,  still  under  the  fire  of  the  battery,  most  of  the  balls  passing 
over  us,  one  just  missing  the  machinery,  another  striking  but  a  few  feet 
from  the  rudder,  while  a  ricochet  shot  struck  us  in  the  fore-chains,  about 
two  feet  above  the  water  line,  and  just  below  where  the  man  was  throw- 
ing the  lead.  The  American  flag  was  flying  at  Fort  Sumter,  but  we  saw 
no  flag  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  there  were  no  guns  fired  from  either  of  these 
fortifications. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  take  my  command  to  Fort  Sumter,  I  was 
obliged  most  reluctantly  to  turn  about,  and  try  to  make  my  way  out  of 
the  harbor  before  my  retreat  should  be  cut  off  by  vessels  then  in  sight, 
supposed  to  be  the  cutter  Aiken,  coming  down  the  channel  in  tow  of  a 
steamer,  with  the  evident  purpose  of  cutting  us  off.  A  brisk  fire  was 
kept  up  on  us  by  the  battery  as  long  as  we  remained  within  range,  but, 
fortunately,  without  damage  to  us,  and  we  succeeded  in  recrossing  the 
bar  in  safety,  the  steamer  touching  two  or  three  times.  Our  course  was 
now  laid  for  Kew  York  Harbor,  and  we  were  followed  for  some  hours  by 
a  steamer  from  Charleston  for  the  purpose  of  watching  us. 

During  the  whole  trip  downward  the  troops  were  kept  out  of  sight 
whenever  a  vessel  came  near  enough  to  us  to  distinguish  them,  and  the 
morning  we  entered  the  harbor  of  Charleston  they  were  sent  down  before 
daylight,  and  kept  there  until  after  we  got  out  of  the  harbor  again.  From 
the  preparations  that  had  been  made  for  us  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
the  Charlestonians  were  perfectly  aware  of  our  coming. 

We  arrived  in  l^Tew  York  Harbor  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant, 
and  disembarked  at  8  o'clock  this  morning,  the  13th,  by  orders  from 
Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  during  the 
whole  trip,  and  particularly  while  under  fire,  was  unexceptionable. 

Capt.  John  McGowan,  commanding  the  steamer  Star  of  the  West,  de- 
serves the  highest  praise  for  the  energy,  perseverance,  and  ability  dis- 
played in  trying  to  carry  out  his  orders  to  put  the  troops  in  Fort  Sumter. 
He  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Walter  Brewer,  the  IS^ew  York  pilot  taken 
from  this  place. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  WOODS, 
First  Lieutenant^  Ninth  Infantry^  Commanding, 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  U.  S.  A,,  Washington.  D,  C. 
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No.   5. 

Report  of  Capt.  G.  V.  Fox,  U,  S.  agent  ^  of  second  expedition  for  the  relief 

of  iFort  Sumter. 

Steamer  Baltic, 

New  YorJc,  April  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  sailed  from  ISTew  York  in  this  vessel  Tuesday  morning,  the 
10th  instant,  having  dispatched  one  steam-tug,  the  Uncle  Ben,  the 
eveniug  previous  to  rendezvous  oil"  Charleston.  The  Yankee,  another 
chartered  tug,  followed  us  to  the  Hook,  and  I  left  instructions  to  send 
on  the  Freeborn. 

We  arrived  off  Charleston  the  12th  instant,  at  3  a.  m.,  and  found  only 
the  Harriet  Lane.  Weather  during  the  whole  time  a  gale.  At  7.  a.  m. 
the  Pawnee  arrived,  and,  according  to  his  orders.  Captain  Eowan  an- 
chored twelve  miles  east  of  the  light,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Pow- 
hatan. I  stoocf  in  with  the  Baltic  to  execute  my  orders  by  offering,  in 
the  first  place,  to  carry  provisions  to  Fort  Sumter,  bearing  the  bar  it 
was  observed  that  war  had  commenced,  and,  therefore,  the  peaceful  offer 
of  provisions  was'Void. 

The  Pawnee  and  Lane  immediately  anchored  close  to  the  bar,  not- 
withstanding the  heavy  sea,  and  though  neither  tugs  or  Powhatan  or 
Pocahontas  had  arrived,  it  was  believed  a  couple  of  boats  of  provisions 
might  be  got  in.  The  attempt  was  to  be  made  in  the  morning,  because 
the  heavy  sea  and  absence  of  the  Powhatan's  gunboats  crippled  the 
night  movement.  All  night  and  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  it  blew 
strong,  with  a  heavy  sea.  The  Baltic  stood  off'  and  on,  looking  for  the 
Powhatan,  and  in  running  in  during  the  thick  weather  struck  on  Eattle- 
snake  Shoal,  but  soon  got  off'.  The  heavy  sea,  and  not  having  the 
sailors  (three  hundred)  asked  for,  rendered  any  attempt  from  the  Baltic 
aosurd.  I  only  felt  anxious  to  get  in  a  few  days'  provisions  to  last 
the  fort  until  the  Powhatan's  arrival.  The  Pawnee  and  Lane  were  both 
short  of  men,  and  were  only  intended  to  afford  a  base  of  operations 
whilst  the  tugs  and  three  hundred  sailors  fought  their  way  in. 

However,  the  Powhatan  and  tugs  not  coming.  Captain  Rowan  seized 
an  ice  schooner  and  offered  her  to  me,  which  I  accepted,  and  Lieutenant 
Hudson,  of  the  Army,  several  ISTavy  officers,  and  plenty  of  volunteers 
agreed  to  man  the  vessel,  and  go  in  with  me  the  night  of  the  13th.  The 
events  of  that  day,  so  glorious  to  Major  Anderson  and  his  command, 
are  known  to  you.  As  I  anticix^ated,  the  guns  from  Sumter  dispersed 
their  naval  preparations  excepting  small  guard-boats,  so  that  with  the 
Powhatan  a  re-enforcement  would  have  been  easy.  The  Government 
did  not  anticipate  that  ttu3  fort  was  so  badly  constructed  as  the  event 
has  shown. 

I  learned  on  the  13th  instant  that  the  Powhatan  was  withdrawn  from 
duty  off  Charleston  on  the  7th  instant,  yet  I  was  permitted  to  sail  on 
the  9th,  the  Pawnee  on  the  9tli,  and  the  Pocahontas  on  the  10th,  with- 
out intimation  that  the  main  x^ortion — the  fighting  x^ortion — of  our  ex- 
l^edition  was  taken  away.  In  justice  to  itself  as  well  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  my  earnest  efforts,  I  trust  the  Government  has  sufficient  reasons 
for  putting'  me  in  the  position  they  have  placed  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  FOX. 

The  Baltic  has  been  chartered  for  one  mouth. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington, 
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]^0.  6. 

Reports  of  Maj,  Robert  Anderson^  First   U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  bombard- 
ment and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter. 

Steamship  Baltic,  off  Sandy  Hook, 

April  18,  [1861]— 10.30  ii.  id.— via  i^ew  York. 

HaviDg  defended  Fort  Sumter  for  thirty-four  hours,  until  the  quarters 
were  entirely  burned,  the  main  gates  destroyed  by  lire,  the  gorge  walls 
seriously  injured,  the  magazine  surrounded  by  flames,  and  its  door 
closed  from  the  effects  of  heat,  four  barrels  and  three  cartridges  of 
powder  only  being  available,  and  no  provisions  remaining  but  pork,  I 
accepted  terms  of  evacuation  offered  by  General  Beauregard,  being  the 
same  offered  by  him  on  the  11th  instant,  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  and  marched  out  of  the  fort  Sunday  afternoofi,  the  14th  instant, 
with  colors  flying  and  drums  beating,  bringing  away  company  and  pri- 
vate property,  and  saluting  my  flag  with  fifty  guns. 

EGBERT  ANDERSGI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

New  York,  April  19,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  dispatches  Kos.  99  and 
100,*  written  at  but  not  mailed  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  to  state  that  I  shall, 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  forward  a  detailed  report  of  the  opera- 
tions in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  which  my  command  bore  a 
part  on  the  12th  and  13th  instants,  ending  with  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
Sumter,  and  the  withdrawal,  with  the  honors  of  war,  of  my  garrison  on 
the  14th  instant  from  that  harbor,  after  having  sustained  for  thirty-four 
hours  the  fire  from  seventeen  10-inch  mortars  and  from  batteries  of 
heavy  guns,  well  placed  and  well  served,  by  the  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard.  Fort  Sumter  is  left  in  ruins 
.from  the  effect  of  the  shell  and  shot  from  his  batteries,  and  ofiicers  of 
liis  army  reported  that  our  firing  had  destroyed  most  of  the  buildings 
inside  Fort  Moultrie.  God  was  pleased  to  guard  my  little  force  from 
the  shell  and  shot  which  were  thi?own  into  and  against  my  work,  and  to 
Ilim  are  our  thanks  due  that  I  am  enabled  to  report  that  no  one  was 
seriously  injured  by  their  fire.  I  regret  that  I  have  to  add  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  unaccountable  misfortune,  one  man  was  killed,  two 
seriously  and  three  slightly  wounded  Avhilst  saluting  our  flag  as  it  was 
lowered. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  command  acquitted  themselves  in  a  man- 
ner which  entitles  them  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  their  country, 
and  I  feel  that  I  ought  ngt  to  close  this  preliminary  report  without  say- 
ing that  I  think  it  would  be  injustice  to  order  them  on  duty  of  any  kind 
for  some  months,  as  both  officers  and  men  need  rest  and  the  recreation  of 
a  garrison  life  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  recover  from  the  effects 
of  the  hardships  of  their  three  months^  confinement  within  the  walls  of 
Fort  Sumter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBEET  ANDEESGIS^, 
Major,  First  Regiment  Artillery,  dtc. 

**  See  April  10  and  11,  "Correspondence  and  Orders,"  post. 
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P.  S. — I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  and  myself. 

E.  A. 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  Washington,  B,  C, 

[Inclosures.] 

1.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  G.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  hitherto  forborne 
from  any  hostile  demonstration  against  Fort  Sumter,  in  the  hope  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  the  amicable  ad- 
justment of  all  questions  between  the  two  Governments,  and  to  avert 
the  calamities  of  war,  would  voluntarily  evacuate  it. 

There  was  reason  at  one  time  to  believe  that  such  would,  be  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  under  that  im- 
pression my  Government  has  refrained  fi?om  making  any  demand  for  the 
surrender  of  the  fort.  But  the  Confederate  States  can  no  longer  delay 
assuming  actual  possession  of  a  fortification  commanding  the  entrance 
of  one  of  their  harbors,  and  necessary  to  its  defense  and  security. 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  to  demand 
the  evacuation  ot  Fort  Sumter.  My  aides.  Colonel  Chesnut  and  Captain 
Lee,  are  authorized  to  make  such  demand  of  you.  All  proper  facilities 
will  be  afforded  for  the  removal  of  yourself  and  command,  together 
with  company  arms  and  property,  and  all  private  property,  to  any  post 
in  the  United  States  which  you  may  select.  The  flag  which  you  have 
upheld  so  long  and  with  so  much  fortitude,  under  the  most  trying  cir- 
cumstances, may  be  saluted  by  you  on  taking  it  down. 

Colonel  Chesnut  and  Captain  Lee  will,  for  a  reasonable  time,  await 
your  answ^er. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Sarhor,  S,  C, 

2.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  11, 1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  demanding  the  evacuation  of  this  fort,  and  to  say,  in 
reply  thereto,  that  it  is  a  demand  with  which  I  regret  that  my  sense  of 
honor,  and  of  my  obligations  to  my  Government,  prevent  my  compli- 
ance. Thanking  you  for  the  fair,  manly,  and  courteous  terms  proposed, 
and  for  the  high  compliment  paid  me, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Army. 

3.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  11,  1861. 
Major  :  In  consequence  of  the  verbal  observation  made  by  you  to 
my  aides,  Mesvsrs.  Chesnut  and  Lee,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  your 
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supplies,  and  that  you  would  iu  a  few  days  be  starved  out  if  our  guns 
did  not  batter  you  to  pieces,  or  words  to  that  eliect,  and  desiring  no 
useless  effusion  of  blood,  1  communicated  both  the  verbal  observations 
and  your  written  answer  to  my  communications  to  my  Government. 

If  you  will  state  the  time  at  which  you  will  evacuate  Fort  Sumter, 
and  agree  that  in  the  mean  time  you  will  not  use  your  guns  against  us 
unless  ours  shall  be  employed  against  Fort  Sumter,  we  will  abstain 
from  opening  lire  upon  you.  Colonel  Chesnut  and  Captain  Lee  are 
authorized  by  me  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement  with  you.  You  are, 
therefore,  requested  to  communicate  to  them  an  open  answer. 

I  remain,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commandbig, 
Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

Commanding  Fort  Sumter ^  Charleston  Harhor,  S.  C. 

4.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  12,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  by  Colonel 
Chesnut  of  your  second  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  and  to 
state  in  reply  that,  cordially  uniting  with  you  in  the  desire  to  avoid 
the  useless  effusion  of  blood,  I  will,  if  provided  with  the  x)roper  and 
necessary  means  of  transportation,  evacuate  Fort  Siunter  by  noon  on 
the  15th  instant,  and  that  I  will  not  in  the  mean  time  open  my  fires 
upon  your  forces  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  some  hostile  act  against 
this  fort  or  the  flag  of  my  Government  by  the  forces  under  your  com- 
mand, or  by  some  portion  of  them,  or  by  the  i)erpetration  of  some  act 
showing  a  hostile  intention  on  your  part  against  this  fort  or  the  flag  it 
bears,  should  I  not  receive  prior  to  that  time  controlling  instructions 
from  my  Government  or  additional  supplies. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOK, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  Beaureoard,  Commanding. 

5.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  12, 1861—3.20  a.  m. 

Sir:  By  authority  of  Brigadier- General  Beauregard,  commanding 
the  Provisional  Forces  of  the  Confederate  States,  we  have  the  honor  to 
notify  you  that  he  will  open  the  fire  of  his  batteries  on  Fort  Sumter 
in  one  hour  from  this  time. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Aide-de-Camp. 
STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 
Captain,  C,  S.  Army,  Aide-de-Cotmp. 
Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Sumter, 

6.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  13,  1861 — 20  min.  past  2  o'clock. 

General  :  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  having  sent  your  aide  to 
me  with  an  offer  of  assistance  upon  your  having  observed  that  our  flag 
was  down — it  being  down  a  few  moments,  and  merely  long  enough  to 
enable  us  to  replace  it  on  another  staff'.  Your  aides  will  inform  you  of 
the  circumstance  of  the  visit  to  my  fort  by  General  Wigfall,  who  said 
that  he  came  with  a  message  from  yourself. 
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lu  the  peculiar  circumstauces  in  which  I  am  now  placed  in  conse- 
quence of  that  message,  and  of  my  reply  thereto,  I  will  now  state  that 
I  am  willing  to  evacuate  this  fort  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  offered 
by  yourself  on  the  11th  instant,  at  any  hour  you  may  name  to-morrow, 
or  as  soon  as  we  can  arrange  means  of  transportation.  I  will  not 
replace  nay  flag  until  the  return  of  your  messenger. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AI^DERSOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Cominanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  Gc.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

7.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  G.  S.  A., 

April  13, 1861 — 5  min.  to  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

Sir:  On  being  informed  that  you  were  in  distress,  caused  by  a^wu- 
flagration  in  Fort  Sumter,  I  immediately  dispatched  my  aides,  Colonels 
Miles  and  Pryor,  and  Captain  Lee,  to  offer  you  any  assistance  in  my 
power  to  give. 

Learning  a  few  moments  afterwards  that  a  white  flag  was  waving 
on  your  ramparts,  I  sent  two  others  of  my  aides.  Colonel  Allston  and 
Major  Jones,  to  offer  you  the  following  terms  of  evacuation :  All  proper 
facilities  for  the  removal  of  yourself  and  command,  together  with  com- 
pany arms  and  private  property,  to  any  point  within  the  United  States 
you  may  select. 

Apprised  that  you  desire  the  privilege  of  saluting  your  flag  on  retir- 
ing, I  cheerfully  concede  it,  in  consideration  of  the  gallantry  with  which 
^  on  have  defended  the  place  under  your  charge. 

The  Catawba  steamer  will  be  at  the  landing  of  Sumter  to-morrow 
morning  at  any  hour  you  may  designate  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
you  whither  you  may  desire. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  resi3ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Maj.  R.  Anderson, 

Mrst  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.] 

8.1  Headquarters,  Eort  Sumter.  S.  C, 

April  13,  1861—7.50  p.  m. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receii)t  of  your 
communication  of  this  evening,  and  to  express  my  gratification  at  its 
contents.  Should  it  be  convenient,  I  would  like  to  have  the  Catawba 
here  at  about  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard  and  esteem,  I  am,  general, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  TJ,  S.  Army,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 

9.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  C.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  April  15,  1861. 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Sumter  will  bury  the  unfortunate  soldier  who  has 
h^en  accidentally  killed  by  exx3losion  of  misxdaced  powder  while  saluting 
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his  flag.    He  will  be  buried  with  all  the  honors  of  war  in  the  parade 
of  the  fort. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Beauregard: 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Adjutant  and  Engineer  General, 
Copy  furnished  to — 

Major  Egbert  Anderson,  Z7.  /S'.,  First  Regiment  of  Artillery, 

P.    S. — The  wounded  wiU  receive  the  best  attention,  and  will  be 
placed  in  the  State  hospital. 
By  order  of  General  Beauregard : 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Adjutant  and  Engineer  General, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  20, 1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson, 

Late  Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  communicate  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  officers  and  the  men 
under  your  command,  at  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumter,  the  approbation 
of  the  Government  of  your  and  their  judicious  and  gallant  conduct 
there,  and  to  tender  to  you  and  them  the  thanks  of  the  Government  for 
the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

SIMON  OAMEEON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


No.  7. 


Engineer  journal  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,    By  Capt.  J,  G, 
Foster,  Corps  of  Engineers,  TJ,  S,  Army, 

New  York,  October  1, 1861. 

Aprils,  1861. — The  four-gun  battery  on  the  upper  end  of  Sullivan's 
Island  that  was  unmasked  yesterday  morning  by  blowing  up  the  wooden 
house  standing  in  front  of  it  was  situated  very  nearly  upon  the  pro- 
longation of  the  capital  of  this  fort,  and,  therefore,  could  enfilade  the 
terre-pleins  of  both  flanks  of  the  work,  as  well  as  sweep,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  outside  of  the  scarp  wall  of  the  left  flank,  where  alone  a 
vessel  of  any  considerable  draught  of  water  could  lie  near  to  the  fort 
and  discharge  her  cargo.  It  therefore  became  a  matter  of  importance 
to  provide  traverses  to  intercept  the  fire  along  the  barbette  tier  of  the 
right  flank,  as  this  contains  the  heaviest  battery,  intended  to  operate 
both  upon  Fort  Moultrie  and  Cummings  Point,  and  also  to  prepare 
means  for  quickly  unloading  any  vessel  that  may  run  in  alongside  the 
left  flank  with  supplies  for  the  garrison. 

For  the  first  purpose  I  commenced  to  prepare  (for  want  of  sand  bags) 
a  large  double  curb  of  boards  and  scantling,  to  be  elevated  upon  the 
top  of  the  parapet  at  the  right  shoulder  angle,  and  being  filled  with 
earth  hoisted  from  the  parade,  to  serve  for  a  traverse  to  protect  this 
flank. 
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For  the  second  I  prepared  ladders  and  runways  to  take  in  re-enforce- 
ments and  provisions  at  the  embrasures  rapidly,  one  embrasure  being 
enlarged  so  as  to  admit  barrels,  and  also  cleared  the  passage  around  to 
the  main  gate.  A  large  stone  traverse  was  also  commenced  to  cover 
the  main  gates  from  the  fire  from  Cummings  Point.  The  masons  were 
put  at  work  cutting  openings  through  the  walls  of  the  officers'  quarters 
so  as  to  admit  a  free  communication  through  them,  on  the  first  and 
second  floors,  from  one  flank  to  the  other.  The  battery  in  the  right 
shoulder  angle,  first  tier,  was  also  being  improved  by  substituting  a  42- 
pounder  for  a  32-pounder,  cutting  into  the  magazine  wall,  so  as  to 
allow  the  gun  on  the  gorge  to  be  used  against  the  batteries,  and  cutting 
away  one  side  of  the  embrasure,  so  as  to  allow  the  first  gun  on  the  right 
flank  to  be  used  in  the  same  way. 

The  quantity  of  bread  became  very  small,  and  only  half  rations  of 
it  were  allowed  to  the  men.  The  enemy's  steamers  were  very  active 
carrying  supplies  to  their  batteries. 

April  10. — Every  one,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  Major 
Anderson,  changed  his  quarters  into  the  gun  casemates  to-day.  The 
work  on  the  traverse  progressed  well.  Lieut.  E.  K.  Meade,  Engineers, 
being  placed  on  ordnance  duty,  found  the  sui^ply  of  cartridges  on  hand 
to  be  too  small,  and  took  immediate  measures  to  increase  the  supply 
by  cutting  up  all  the  surplus  blankets  and  extra  company  clothing  to 
make  cartridge  bags.  The  curb  for  the  traverse  at  the  right  shoulder 
angle  was  completed  and  put  together  on  the  terre-plein  at  nightfall, 
and  after  dark  raised  up  on  the  parapet  and  filled  with  earth,  which  had 
been  hoisted  from  the  parade.  The  working  party,  under  Lieutenant 
Snyder,  increased  by  a  large  detail  from  the  command,  completed  this 
work  about  midnight. 

The  supply  of  bread  failed  to-day,  and  its  absence  was  supplied  by  rice 
obtained  by  picking  over  some  damaged  rice,  which,  while  spread  out  to 
dry  in  one  of  the  quarters,  had  been  filled  with  pieces  of  glass  from  the 
window-panes  shattered  by  the  concussion  of  guns  fired  in  practice. 

A  second  battery  was  unmasked  to-day  on  Sullivan's  Island,  nearer 
the  western  point  of  the  island  than  the  one  last  discovered.  It  is  of 
one  gun,  and  very  heavy — evidently  a  9-inch  Dahlgren  gun,  or  a  10-inch 
columbiad. 

The  enemy's  steamers  were  very  active  at  night,  but  no  alarm 
occurred. 

April  11. — At  early  dawn  I  detected  the  presence  of  the  floating  bat- 
tery on  the  upper  end  of  Sullivan's  Island.  It  is  situated  between  the 
end  of  the  jetty  and  the  steamboat  wharf,  where,  evidently  distrusting 
her  qualities  as  a  floating  battery  intended  to  breach  the  gorge  wall  at 
short  range,  she  has  been  run  on  shore  at  high  water,  and,  being  left  by 
the  receding  tide,  has  become  a  fixed  battery.  Her  position  gives  her 
the  advantage  of  sweeping  with  her  guns  the  whole  of  the  left  flank  of 
the  fort,  and  thus  rendering  it  impossible  for  any  vessel  with  supplies 
to  lie  anywhere  along  this  flank,  while  the  breakwater  in  front  protects 
her  from  our  ricochet  shots. 

The  stone  traverse  at  the  gorge  has  been  raised  to-day  high  enough 
to  protect  the  main  gate,  and  the  traverse  on  the  top  of  the  parai^et 
has  been  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  sand  bags  on  the  top  and  sides, 
and  braced  in  the  rear  by  extra  gun  carriages.  The  communications  cut 
through  the  walls  of  the  quarters  are  finished,  and  all  the  water  pipes 
and  faucets  prepared  for  use  in  case  of  fire.  The  third  splinter-proof 
shelter  on  the  right  flank,  barbette  tier,  is  finished.  These  shelters  are 
formed  of  the  timbers  of  extra  gun  carriages  inclined  against  the  interior 
2  R  R 
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slope,  and  covered  with  2  inch  embrasure  irons,  securely  spiked  down. 
Shot  and  shells  have  been  distributed  to  the  guns,  and  about  700 
cartridges  reported  ready.  The  work  of  making  cartridge  bags  is  slow, 
owing  to  there  being  only  six  needles  in  the  fort. 

The  enemy's  steamers  are  very  active  carrying  supi)lies  and  hospital 
stores  to  the  batteries  on  Gummings  Point. 

At  4  p.  m.  three  aides  of  General  Beauregard  (Colonel  Ohesnut, 
Colonel  Chisolm,  and  Captain  Lee)  came  as  bearers  of  a  demand  for 
the  surrender  of  the  fort.  The  unanimous  decision  of  the  officers  in 
council  was  in  the  negative,  and  a  written  answer,  in  accordance,  Avas 
returned  by  Major  Anderson. 

April  12.— At  1  a.  m.  four  aides  of  General  Beauregard  (Colonel 
Chesnut,  Colonel  Chisolm,  Captain  Lee,  and  Mr.  Pryor,  of  Virginia) 
came  with  a  second  letter,  stating  that  as  Major  Anderson  had  been 
understood  to  make  the  remark  to  the  bearers  of  the  first  letter,  in 
taking  -  leave,  that  he  would  "await  the  first  shot,  and  if  not  battered 
to  pieces,  would  be  starved  out  in  a  few  days,"  it  was  desired  to  know 
what  importance  miglit  be  attached  to  it.  The  reply  of  Major  Anderson 
did  not  satisfy  the  aides,  who  were  authorized  in  that  case  to  give  notice 
that  the  fire  would  open.  Accordingly,  on  leaving  at  3J  a.  m.,  they 
gave  notice  that  their  batteries  would  open  in  one  hour. 

At  4 J  a.  m.  a  signal  shell  was  thrown  from  the  mortar  battery  on 
James  Island ;  after  which  the  fire  soon  became  general  from  all  the 
hostile  batteries.  These  batteries  were,  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained, armed  as  follows,  viz  : 

On  Morris  Island :  Breaching  battery  No.  1,  two  42-pounders  j  one 
12-pounder  Blakely  rifled  gun.  Mortar  battery  (next  to  I^o.  7),  four 
10-inch  mortars.  Breaching  battery  IsTo.  2  (iron-clad  battery),  three 
8-inch  columbiads.  Mortar  battery  (next  to  Ko.  2),  three  10-inch 
mortars. 

On  James  Island  ;  Battery  at  Fort  Johnson,  three  24-pounders  (only 
one  of  them  bearing  on  Fort  Sumter).  Mortar  battery  south  of  Fort 
Johnson,  four  10-inch  mortars. 

On  Sullivan's  Island :  Iron-clad  (floating)  battery,  four  42-pounders. 
Columbiad  battery  Ko.  1,  one  9 -inch  Dahlgren  gun.  Columbiad  bat- 
tery No.  2,  four  8-inch  columbiads.  Mortar  battery  west  of  Fort  Moul- 
trie, three  10-inch  mortars.  Mortar  battery  on  parade,  in  rear  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  two  10-inch  mortars.  Fort  Moultrie,  three  8-inch  , colum- 
biads ;  two  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers ;  ^ve  32-i)ounders ;  four  24-pound- 
ers.   At  Mount  Pleasant,  one  10-inch  mortar. 

Total,  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  30  guns,  17  mortars. 

At  7  a.  m.  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  replied,  the  first  shot  being  fired 
from  the  battery  at  the  right  gorge  angle,  in  charge  of  Captain  Double- 
day.  All  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Major  Anderson's  command  were 
divided  into  three  reliefs,  of  two  hours  each,  for  the  service  of  the  guus; 
Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade,  of  the  Engineers,  taking  their  turns 
with  the  other  officers  in  the  charge  of  batteries. 

Of  the  forty-three  workmen  constituting  the  Engineer  force  in  the  fort 
nearly  all  volunteered  to  serve  as  cannoneers,  or  to  carry  shot  and  car- 
tridge to  the  guns. 

The  armament  of  the  fort  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Barbette  tier  :  Eight  flank,  one  10-inch  columbiad,  four  8-inch  colum- 
biads, four  42-pounders.  Eight  face,  none.  Left  face,  three  8-inch  sea- 
coast  howitzers,  one  32-pounder.  Left  flank,  one  10-iuch  columbiad, 
two  8-inch  columbiads,  two  42-pounders.  Gorge,  one  8-inch  sea-coast 
howitzer,  two  32-pounders,  six  24-i)ounders.    Total  in  barbettCj  27  guns. 
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Casemate  tier :  Eight  flank,  one  42-pounder,  four  32-poiinders.  Kiglit 
face,  three  42-poiinders.  Left  face,  ten  32-pounders.  Left  flank,  Ave 
:)2-poiinders.     Gorge,  two  32-pounders.    Total  in  casemate,  21  guns. 

Totiil  avaihible  in  both  tiers,  48  guns. 

Besides  the  above,  there  were  arranged  on  the  parade,  to  serve  as 
luortars,  one  10-inch  cohimbiad  to  throw  shells  into  Charleston  and 
four  8-inch  columbiads  to  throw  shells  into  the  batteries  on  Cummings 
l^oint.  The  casemate  guns  were  the  only  ones  used.  Of  these,  those 
that  bore  on  Cummings  Point  were  the  42-pounder  in  the  pan-coupe  of 
the  right  gorge  angle,  the  32-pounder  next  to  it  on  the  gorge,  which, 
by  cutting  into  the  brick  wall,  had  been  made  to  traverse  sufficiently, 
and  the  32-pounder  next  the  angle  on  the  right  flank,  which,  by  cutting 
away  the  side  of  the  embrasure,  had  been  made  to  bear  on  a  portion  of 
the  Point,  although  not  on  the  breaching  batteries. 

The  guns  of  the  first  tier,  that  bore  on  Fort  Johnson,  were  four  32- 
pounders  on  the  left  flank.  (Of  these,  one  embrasure  had  been,  by 
order,  bricked  up.) 

The  guns  that  bore  on  the  three  batteries  on  the  west  end  of  Sulli- 
van's Island  were  ten  32-x)ounders,  situated  on  the  left  face,  and  one  at 
the  pan-coupe  of  the  salient  angle  (four  embrasures  being  bricked  up). 

The  guns  bearing  on  Port  Moultrie  were  two  42-pounders,  situated 
on  the  right  face,  and  one  at  the  pan-coup6  of  the  right  shoulder  angle. 

The  sujjply  of  cartridges,  700  in  number,  with  which  the  engagement 
commenced,  became  so  much  reduced  by  the  middle  of  the  day,  although 
the  six  needles  in  the  fort  were  kept  steadily  employed,  that  the  firing 
was  forced  to  slacken,  and  to  be  confined  to  six  guns — two  firing  towards 
Morris  Island,  two  towards  Port  Moultrie,  and  two  towards  the  batteries 
on  the  west  end  of  Sullivan's  Island. 

At  1  o'clock  two  United  States  men-of-war  were  seen  ofi:'  the  bar,  and 
soon  after  a  third  appeared. 

The  fire  of  our  batteries  continued  steadily  until  dark.  The  effect 
of  the  fire  was  not  very  good,  owing  to  the  insufificient  caliber  of  the 
guns  for  the  long  range,  and  not  much  damage  appeared  to  be  done  to 
any  of  the  batteries,  except  those  of  Fort  Moultrie,  where  our  two  42- 
pounders  appeared  to  have  silenced  one  gun  for  a  time,  to  have  injured 
the  embrasures  considerably,  riddled  the  barracks  and  quarters,  and 
torn  three  holes  through  their  flag.  The  so-called  floating  battery  was 
struck  very  frequently  by  our  shot,  one  of  them  penetrating  at  the  angle 
between  the  front  and  roof,  entirely  through  the  iron  covering  and  wood- 
work beneath,  and  wounding  one  man.  The  rest  of  the  32-pounder 
balls  failed  to  penetrate  the  front  or  the  roof,  but  were  deflected  from 
their  surfaces,  which  were  arranged  at  a  suitable  angle  for  this  purpose. 
We  could  not  strike  below  the  water  line  on  account  of  the  sea  wall 
behind  which  the  battery  had  been  grounded,  and  which  was  just  high 
enough  to  allow  their  guns  to  fire  over  it,  and  to  intercept  all  of  our 
ricochet  shots. 

The  columbiad  battery  and  Dahlgren  battery  near  the  floating  battery 
did  not  appear  to  be  much  injured  by  the  few  shot  that  were  fired  at 
them.  Only  one  or  two  shots  were  fired  at  Port  Johnson,  and  none  at 
Castle  Pinckney  or  the  city. 

Our  fire  towards  Morris  Island  was  mainly  directed  at  the  iron-clad 
battery,  but  the  small  caliber  of  our  shot  failed  to  penetrate  the  cover- 
iug,  when  struck  fairly.  The  aim  was,  therefore,  taken  at  the  embra- 
sures, which  were  struck  at  least  twice,  disabling  the  guns  for  a  time. 
One  or  two  shots  were  thrown  at  the  reverse  of  batteries  3  and  4,  scat- 
tering some  groups  of  officers  and  men  on  the  lookout,  and  cutting  down 
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a  small  flagstaff  on  one  of  the  batteries.  At  one  time  dnring  the  day 
a  revenue  schooner  which  had  been  seized  by  the  insurgents  was  ob- 
served lying  at  anchor  between  Sullivan's  Island  and  Mount  Pleasant. 
Lieutenant  Snyder,  (3orps  of  Engineers,  who  had  charge  rt  this  time  of 
the  battery  firing  in  this  direction,  directed  two  or  three  shots  at  her 
with  such  eftect  as  to  put  one  of  them  through  the  vessel  and  cause  her 
to  haul  down  her  colors,  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  to 
hoist  her  anchor  and  sails,  and  get  out  of  range  as  soon  as  possible. 

One  or  two  shots  were  thrown  at  the  hulks  which  had  been  anchored 
in  the  channel,  on  a  line  between  Oummings  Point  and  Fort  Moultrie,  to 
be  lired  at  night  if  our  fleet  should  attempt  to  come  in.  As  no  person 
appeared  on  board,  the  fire  was  not  continued  in  this  direction. 

The  barracks  caught  fire  three  times  during  the  day,  from  shells, 
apparently,  but  each  time  the  flames,  being  in  the  first  or  second  stories, 
were  extinguished  by  a  pump  and  application  of  the  means  at  hand. 
Peter  Hart,  Avho  was  formerly  a  sergeant  in  Major  Anderson's  company, 
and  emi)loyed  by  me  at  the  time  as  a  carpenter,  was  very  active  and 
elficient  in  extinguishing  the  flames. 

The  eflect  of  the  enemy's  fire  u])ou  Fort  Sumter  during  the  day  was 
very  marked  in  respect  to  the  vertical  fire.  This  was  so  well  directed 
and  so  well  sustained,  that  from  the  seventeen  mortars  engaged  in  firing 
lO-iuch  shells,  one-half  of  the  shells  came  within  or  exploded  above  the 
parapet  of  the  fort,  and  only  about  ten  buried  themselves  in  the  soft 
earth  of  the  i)arade  without  exploding.  In  consequence  of  this  pre- 
cision of  vertical  fire.  Major  Anderson  decided  not  to  man  the  upper 
tier  of  guns,  as  by  doing  so  the  loss  of  men,  notwithstanding  the 
traverses  and  bomb-i^roof  shelters  that  I  had  constructed,  must  have 
been  great.  These  guns  were  therefore  only  fired  once  or  twice  by  some 
men  who  ventured  ui)on  the  paraj^et  for  this  purpose.  In  doing  this 
.  they  managed  without  much  care,  producing  little  or  no  eflect  upon  the 
enemy,  besides  doing  injury  to  the  guns.  At  the  third  fire  of  the  10-inch 
columbiad  at  the  right  gorge  angle,  it  was  omitted  to  throw  the  friction 
wheels  out  of  bearing,  and  consequently  in  the  recoil  the  gun  ran 
entirely  oft*  its  chassis,  overturning  itself,  and  in  its  fall  dismounting 
the  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer  next  to  it. 

The  direction  of  the  enemy's  shells  being  from  the  northeast,  north, 
southwest,  and  southeast,  sought  every  part  of  the  work,  and  the  fuses 
being  well  graduated,  exploded  in  most  instances  just  within  the  line 
of  x)arai)et.  To  this  kind  of  fire  no  return  was  made.  The  four  8-inch 
columbiads  that  I  had  planted  in  the  parade  to  be  used  as  mortars  on 
Oummings  Point  were  not  used,  neither  was  the  10-inch  columbiad, 
arranged  to  fire  shot  and  shells  towards  the  city.  The  hot-shot  furnaces 
were  not  used  nor  opened.  The  eflect  of  the  direct  fire  from  the  enemy's 
guns  was  not  so  marked  as  the  vertical.  For  several  hours  firing  from 
the  commencement  a  large  proportion  of  their  shot  missed  the  fort. 
Subsequently  it  improved,  and  did  considerable  damage  to  the  roof  and 
upi)er  story  of  the  barracks  and  quarters,  and  to  the  tops  of  the  chimneys 
on  the  gorge.  The  aim  of  the  guns  during  the  day,  with  the  exception 
of  batteries  ISTos.  1  and  2,  on  Oummings  Point,  appeared  to  be  directed 
to  dismount  the  guns  of  our  barbette  tier.  Those  from  Fort  Moultrie 
succeeded  in  dismounting  an  8-inch  columbiad,  and  in  striking  on  its 
side  and  cracking  a  second  8-inch  columbiad,  both  situated  on  the  right 
flank.  The  roof  of  the  barracks  on  this  flank  and  the  stair  towers  were 
much  damaged  by  this  fire. 

The  shots  from  the  guns  in  the  batteries  on  the  west  end  of  Sullivan'^ 
Island  did  not  i)roduce  any  considerable  direct  eflect,  but  many  of  them 
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took  the  gorge  in  reverse  in  their  fall,  completely  riddling  the  officers' 
quarters,  even  down  to  the  first  story,  so  great  was  the  angle  of  fall 
of  many  of  the  balls. 

Three  of  the  iron  cisterns  over  the  hallways  were  destroyed  by  shots 
during  the  day,  and  the  quarters  below  deluged  by  their  contents  of 
water,  aiding  in  preventing  the  extension  of  the  fire.  The  shots  from 
these  batteries  and  from  Fort  Moultrie,  aimed  at  the  embrasures, 
failed  to  produce  any  effect.  ^N^one  of  the  shot  came  through,  although 
one  shell  exploded  in  the  mouth  of  one  embrasure. 

A  part  of  the  guns  from  Cummin gs  Point  essayed  to  dismount  the 
barbette  tier  on  the  gorge,  and  the  remainder  to  breach  the  gorge,  or 
rather  the  pan-coupe  at  the  right  gorge  angle.  At  this  latter  point, 
two  columbiads  and  a  Blakely  rifled  gun  fired  almost  constantly.  The 
effect  of  this  fire  on  this  day  was  to  breach  around  the  embrasure  of 
the  first  tier  at  the  pan-coupe  to  a  depth  of  twenty  inches,  and  to  jiut 
one  shot  through  the  filling,  consisting  of  brick  and  bluestone  com- 
bined, with  which  the  embrasure  opening  of  the  second  tier  had  been 
filled.  One  shot  was  also  put  through  the  top  of  a  loophole  window 
on  the  second  tier,  another  through  the  top  of  the  main  gate,  and  a 
third  through  the  magazine  ventilator  at  the  right  of  the  gorge,  falling 
between  the  pier  and  the  inner  wooden  ceiling. 

Three  of  the  embrasure  cheek- irons  that  1  had  placed  in  the  second 
tier  loopholes,  were  knocked  out  of  place.  Several  of  the  stones  that 
had  been  placed  in  the  first  tier  loopholes  were  struck,  but  owing  to 
the  lead  run  in  around  them  to  hold  them  in  place  none  were  broken. 

The  penetration  of  the  8-inch  columbiad  balls  from  Oummings  Point 
was  eleven  inches  at  the  first  shot — and  that  of  the  twelve-pound  bolt 
from  the  Blakely  gun  was  the  same,  as  ascertained  by  measurement. 
The  latter,  however,  threw  its  shot  with  greater  accuracy,  and  with  less 
time  of  flight,  than  the  former.    The  distance  was  about  1,250  yards. 

The  shot  from  Cummings  Point  that  passed  a  little  over  the  gorge 
took  the  left  face  in  reverse,  damaging  the  masonry  of  the  parade  wall, 
coping,  &c.,  and  splintering  the  chassis  of  one  gun  in  barbette.  As  an 
instance  of  strength  of  masonry,  I  may  mention  that  one  10-inch  shell 
from  Cummings  Point  fell  upon  the  second  tier  casemate  arch,  which 
was  not  covered  by  concrete  or  flagging,  and  so  good  was  the  masonry 
of  this  15-inch  arch  that  the  sliell  did  not  go  through,  although  it 
bedded  itself,  and  broke  oft'  from  the  soffit  below  a  large  fragment  of 
brickwork. 

The  night  was  very  stormy,  with  high  wind  and  tide.  I  found  out, 
liowever,  by  personal  inspection,  that  the  exterior  of  the  work  was  not 
damaged  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  that  all  tlie  facilities  for  tak- 
ing in  supplies,  in  case  they  arrived,  were  as  complete  as  circumstances 
would  admit.  The  enemy  threw  shells  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
during  the  night.  The  making  of  cartridge  bags  was  continued  by  the 
men,  under  Lieutenant  Meade's  directions,  until  12  o'clock,  when  they 
were  ordered  to  stop  by  Major  Anderson.  To  obtain  materials  for  the 
bags  all  the  extra  clothing  of  the  companies  was  cut  up,  and  all  coarse 
paper  and  extra  hospital  sheets  used. 

A2)ril  13. — At  daybreak  no  material  alteration  was  observed  in  the 
enemy's  batteries.  The  three  U.  S.  men-of-war  were  still  off  the  bar. 
The  last  of  the  rice  was  cooked  this  morning,  and  served  with  the 
pork — the  only  other  article  of  food  left  in  tlie  engineer  mess-room, 
where  the  whole  command  has  messed  since  the  opening  of  the  fire. 
After  this  the  fire  w^as  reopened,  and  contiiuied  very  briskly  as  long  as 
the  increased  supply  of  cartridges  lasted.     The  enenay  reopened  fire  at 
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daylight,  and  continued  it  with  rapidity.  The  aim  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
ners was  better  than  yesterday.  One  shot  from  the  rifled  guii  in"  the 
battery  on  Gummings  Point  struck  the  cheek  of  an  embrasure  in  the 
right  gorge  angle,  and  sent  a  large  number  of  fragments  inside,  wound- 
ing a  sergeant  and  three  men.  The  spent  ball  also  came  in  with  the 
fragments.  An  engineer  employe,  Mr.  John  Swearer,  from  Baltimore, 
Md.,  was  severelj^  wounded  by  pieces  of  a  shell  which  burst  inside  the 
fort  close  to  the  casemates.  One  or  two  balls  also  penetrated  the  filling 
of  the  embrasure  openings  of  the  second  tier,  but  fell  entirely  spent  in- 
side— one  of  them  setting  a  man's  bed  on  fire. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  they  were  firing  hot  shot  from  a  large 
number  of  their  guns,  especially  from  those  in  Fort  Moultrie,  and  at  nine 
o'clock  I  saw  volumes  of  smoke  issuing  from  the  roof  of  the  officers^  quar- 
ters, where  a  shot  had  just  penetrated.  From  the  exposed  position  it 
was  utterly  impossible  to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  I  therefore  imme- 
diately notified  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fact,  and  obtained  his  per- 
mission to  remove  as  much  i^owder  from  the  magazine  as  was  possible 
before  the  flames,  which  were  only  one  set  of  quarters  distant,  should 
encircle  the  magazine  and  make  it  necessary  to  close  it.  All  the  men 
and  officers  not  engaged  at  the  guns  worked  rapidly  and  zealously  at 
this,  but  so  rapid  was  the  spread  of  the  flames  that  only  fifty  barrels  of 
powder  could  be  taken  out  and  distributed  around  in  the  casemates  be- 
fore the  fire  and  heat  made  it  necessary  to  close  the  magazine  doors  and 
pack  earth  against  them.  The  men  then  withdrew  to  the  casemates  on 
the  faces  of  the  fort.  As  soon  as  the  flames  and  smoke  burst  from  tbe 
roof  of  the  quarters  the  enemy's  batteries  redoubled  the  rapidity  of  theu' 
fire,  firing  red-hot  shot  from  most  of  their  guns.  The  whole  range  of 
officers'  quarters  was  soon  in  flames.  The  wind  being  from  the  south- 
ward, communicated  fire  to  the  roof  of  the  barracks,  and  this  being  aided 
by  the  hot  shot  constantly  lodging  there,  spread  to  the  entire  roofs  of 
both  barracks,  so  that  by  twelve  o'clock  all  the  woodwork  of  quarters 
and  of  upper  story  of  barracks  was  in  flames.  Although  the  floors  of 
the  barracks  were  fire-proof,  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  officers  and 
men  were  often  required  to  prevent  the  fire  communicating  down  the 
staii^ways,  and  from  the  exterior,  to  the  doors,  window  frames,  and  other 
woodwork  of  the  east  barrack,  in  which  the  officers  and  men  had  taken 
their  quarters.  All  the  woodwork  in  the  west  barrack  was  burned. 
The  clouds  of  smoke  and  cinders  which  were  sent  into  the  casemates  by 
the  wind  set  on  fire  many  boxes,  beds,  and  other  articles  belonging  to 
the  raen,  and  made  it  dangerous  to  retain  the  powder  which  had  been 
saved  from  the  magazine.  The  commanding  officer  accordingly  gave 
orders  to  have  all  but  five  barrels  thrown  out  of  the  embrasures  into  the 
water,  w^hich  was  done. 

The  small  stock  of  cartridges  now  only  allowed  a  gun  to  be  fired  at 
intervals  of  ten  minutes.  The  flagstaff  was  struck  by  shot  seven  times 
during  the  day,  and  a  fragment  of  shell  cut  the  lanyard  of  the  flag 
The  part  thus  cut  was  so  connected  that  the  flag  must  have  come  down 
by  the  run  had  not  the  flag  been,  as  it  was,  twisted  around  both  parts 
of  the  lanyard.  During  the  night  I  endeavored  to  remedy  this  by  low- 
ering the  topmast  so  as  to  reeve  a  new  halyard,  but  failed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sticking  of  the  mast,  which  was  swollen  by  the  rain.  The 
most  that  could  be  done  was  to  reeve  the  uncut  part  of  the  lanyard 
through  a  block  attached  to  the  topmast,  as  high  up  as  a  man  could 
climb,  so  that  if  the  flag  untwisted  and  came  down  it  could  be  imme- 
diately rehoisted  as  high  as  this  block. 

As  the  fire  reached  the  magazines  of  grenades  that  were  arranged  in 
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the  stair  towers  and  implement  rooms  on  the  gorge,  they  exploded, 
completely  destroying  the  stair  towers  at  the  west  gorge  angle,  and 
nearly  destroying  the  other. 

At  1  o'clock  the  flagstaif,  having  been  struck  twice  before  this  morn- 
ing, fell.  The  flag  was  immediately  secured  by  Lieutenant  Hall,  and  as 
soon  as  it  could  be  attached  to  a  temporary  staff,  hoisted  again  upon 
the  parapet  at  the  middle  of  the  right  face  by  Lieutenant  Snyder,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  assisted  by  Hart,  and  Davey,  a  laborer. 

About  this  time  information  was  brought  to  the  commanding  officer 
that  Mr.  Wigfall,  bearing  a  white  flag,  was  on  the  outside,  and  wished 
to  see  him.  He  accordingly  went  out  to  meet  Mr.  Wigfall,  passing 
through  the  blazing  gateway,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Snyder.  In 
the  mean  time,  however,  Mr.  Wigfall  had  passed  to  an  embrasure  on 
the  left  flank,  where,  upon  showing  the  white  flag  upon  his  sword,  he 
was  permitted  to  enter,  and  Lieutenant  Snyder  entering  immediately 
after,  accompanied  him  down  the  batteries  to  where  some  other  officers 
were  posted,  to  whom  Mr.  Wigfall  commenced  to  address  himself,  to  the 
effect  that  he  came  from  General  Beauregard  to  desire  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  flag  of  the  fort  was  shot  down,  a  fire  raging  in  the  quarters,  and 
the  garrison  in  a  great  strait,  hostilities  be  suspended,  and  the  white 
flag  raised  for  this  object.  He  was  replied  to  that  our  flag  was  again 
hoisted  on  the  parapet,  that  the  white  flag  would  not  be  hoisted  except 
by  order  of  the  commanding  office^,  and  that  his  own  batteries  should 
set  the  example  of  suspending  fire.  He  then  referred  to  the  fact  of  the 
batteries  on  Cummings  Point,  from  which  he  came,  having  stopped  fir- 
ing, and  asked  that  his  own  white  flag  might  be  waved  to  indicate  to 
the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  to  cease  also.  This  was  refused ;  but 
he  was  permitted  to  wave  the  white  flag  himself,  getting  into  an  em- 
brasure for  this  purpose.  Having  done  this  for  a  few  moments,  Lieu- 
tenant Davis,  First  Artillery,  permitted  a  corporal  to  relieve  him.  Yery 
soon,  however,  a  shot  striking  very  near  to  the  embrasure,  the  corporal 
jumped  inside,  and  declared  to  Mr.  Wigfall  that  ^^he  would  not  hold  his 
flag,  for  it  was  not  respected." 

At  this  moment  the  commanding  officer,  having  re-entered  through 
an  embrasure,  came  up.  To  him  Mr.  Wigfall  addressed  nearly  the  same 
remarks  that  he  had  used  on  entering,  adding  some  complimentary 
things  about  the  manner  in  which  the  defense  had  been  made,  and  end- 
ing by  renewing  the  request  to  suspend  hostilities  in  order  to  arrange 
terms  of  evacuation.  The  commanding  officer  desiring  to  know  what 
terms  he  came  to  offer,  Mr.  Wigfall  replied,  ^"^Any  terms  that  you  may 
desire — your  own  terms — the  precise  nature  of  which  General  Beaure- 
gard will  arrange  with  you." 

The  commanding  officer  then  accepted  the  conditions,  saying  that  the 
terms  he  acc(^ted  were  those  i^roposed  by  General  Beauregard  on  the 
11th,  namely :  To  evacuate  the  fort  with  his  command,  taking  arms  and 
all  private  and  company  property,  saluting  the  United  States  flag  as  it 
was  lowered,  and  being  conveyed,  if  he  desired  it,  to  any  northern  port. 
With  this  understanding  Mr.  Wigfall  left,  and  the  white  flag  was  raised 
and  the  United  States  flag  lowered  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Yery  soon  after  a  boat  arrived  from  the  city,  containing  three  aides  of 
General  Beauregard,  with  a  message  to  the  effect  that,  observing  the 
white  flag  hoisted.  General  B.  sent  to  inquire  what  aid  he  could  lend  in 
extinguishing  the  flames,  &c.  Being  made  acquainted  with  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  and  Mr.  Wigfall's  visit,  they  stated  that  the  latter,  although 
an  aid  of  General  Beauregard,  had  not  seen  him  for  two  days. 

The  commanding  officer  then  stated  that  the  United  States  flag 
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would  be  raised  again,  but  yielded  to  the  request  of  the  aides  for  time 
to  report  to  their  chief  and  obtain  his  instructions.  They  soon  returned, 
with  the  approval  of  all  the  conditions  desired  except  the  saluting  of 
the  flag  as  it  was  lowered,  and  this  exception  was  subsequently  removed 
after  correspondence.  In  the  morning  communication  was  had  with 
the  fleet,  and  Captain  Gillis  paid  a  visit  to  the  fort. 

The  evacuation  was  completed  after  saluting  the  flag,  in  doing  whicli 
one  man  was  instantly  killed,  one  mortally  and  four  severely  wounded, 
by  the  premature  discharge  of  a  gun  and  explosion  of  a  pile  of  cartridges. 
The  whole  command  went  on  board  a  steamer  which  placed  them  on 
board  the  Isabel,  where  they  remained  all  night. 

April  14. — The  Isabel  went  over  the  bar  and  placed  the  whole  com- 
mand on  board  the  steamer  Baltic,  which  started  for  Kew  York. 

April  17. — Arrived  in  I^ew  York. 

The  following  observations  may  be  made  upon  the  bombardment : 

The  enemy's  fire  on  the  second  day,  the  13th,  was  more  rapid  and 
more  accurate  than  on  the  previous  day.  It  seemed  to  be  directed  at 
the  embrasures,  and  to  set  the  quarters  on  fire.  The  latter  object  was 
fully  attained,  but  not  the  former,  for  only  two  embrasures  were  struck — 
one  at  the  right  gorge  angle  by  the  rifled  shot  mentioned  above,  and 
the  other  at  the  left  shoulder  angle  by  a  shot  from  the  so-called  floating 
battery,  which  struck  the  shutter,  but  without  destroying  it  or  entering 
the  throat  of  the  embrasure.  The  aftempt  to  form  a  breach  at  the  right 
gorge  angle  only  succeeded  in  breaching  around  one  embrasure  to  the 
depth  of  twenty-two  inches,  and  in  knocking  off  a  large  piece  of  one 
cheek,  but  without  disabling  the  gun  or  rendering  the  embrasure  inefti- 
cient.  The  barbette  tier  was  not  much  injured  by  the  second  day's 
firing,  none  of  the  guns  being  dismounted  by  it,  and  few  of  them  struck. 
The  fire,  however,  destroyed  all  the  gun  carriages  and  splinter-proof 
shelters  on  the  gorge. 

After  the  cessation  of  fire,  about  six  hundred  shot-marks  on  the  face 
of  the  scarp  wall  were  counted,  but  they  were  so  scattered  that  no 
breached  efi'ect  could  have  been  expected  from  such  fire,  and  probably 
none  was  attempted  except  at  the  right  gorge  angle.  The  only  effect 
of  the  direct  fire  during  the  two  days  was  to  disable  three  barbette 
guns,  knock  off'  large  portions  of  the  chimneys  and  brick  walls  project- 
ing above  the  parapet,  and  to  set  the  quarters  on  fire  with  hot  shot. 
The  vertical  fire  produced  more  effect,  as  it  prevented  the  working  of 
the  upper  tier  of  guns,  which  were  the  only  really  effective  guns  in  the 
fort,  being  columbiads,  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  and  42-pounders 
principally,  and  also  prevented  the  use  of  the  columbiads  arranged  in 
the  parade  to  be  used  as  mortars  against  Cummings  Point.  The  shells 
that  struck  the  stair  towers  nearly  destroyed  them,  and  filled  the  stair- 
ways with  so  much  rubbish  as  to  render  them  almost  impassable. 
This,  with  the  destrnction  of  the  stairs  at  the  gorge  by  the  explosion  of 
the  magazine  of  shells  by  the  fire,  made  it  almost  impossible  to  get  to 
the  terre-plein. 

The  burning  of  the  quarters  and  barracks  produced  a  great  effect  on 
the  defense  while  the  fire  lasted,  inasmuch  as  the  heat  and  smoke  Avere 
almost  stifling,  and  as  the  fire  burned  all  around  the  magazines,  obliging 
them  to  be  closed,  and  thus  preventing  our  getting  powder  to  continue 
the  firing.  It  also  destroyed  the  main  gates,  and  the  gun  carriages  on 
the  parapet  of  the  gorge.  But  we  could  have  resumed  the  firing  as  soon 
as  the  walls  cooled  sufficiently  to  open  the  magazines,  and  then,  having 
blown  down  the  wall  left  projecting  above  the  parai^et,  so  as  to  get  rid 
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of  flying  bricks,  and  built  up  the  main  gates  with  stones  and  rubbish, 
the  fort  would  actually  have  been  in  a  more  defensible  condition  than 
when  the  action  commenced.  In  fact,  it  would  have  been  better  if  the 
chimneys,  roofs,  and  upper  walls  of  the  quarters  and  barracks  had  been 
removed  before  the  firing  begun,  but  the  short  notice  and  the  small 
force  did  not  permit  anything  of  this  kind  to  be  done  after  the  notice  of 
the  attack  was  received. 

The  weakness  of  the  defense  principally  lay  in  the  lack  of  cartridge 
bags,  and  of  the  materials  to  make  them,  by  which  the  fire  of  our 
batteries  was,  all  the  time,  rendered  slow,  and  towards  the  last  was 
nearly  suspended.  The  lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  man  the 
barbette  tier  of  guns  at  the  risk  of  losing  several  by  the  heavy  vertical 
fire  of  the  enemy  also  prevented  us  making  use  of  the  only  guns  that 
had  the  power  to  smash  his  iron-clad  batteries,  or  of  throwing  shells 
into  his  open  batteries,  so  as  to  destroj^  his  cannoneers. 

The  want  of  provisions  would  soon  have  caused  the  surrender  of  the 
fort,  but  with,  plenty  of  cartridges  the  men  would  have  cheerfully 
fought  five  or  six  days,  and  if  necessary  much  longer,  on  pork  alone,  of 
which  we  had  a  sufficient  supply. 

1  do  not  think  that  a  breach  could  have  been  effected  in  the  gorge 
at  the  distance  of  the  battery  on  Cummings  Point,  within  a  week  or 
ten  days;  and  even  then,  with  the  small  garrison  to  defend  it,  and 
means  for  obstructing  it,  at  our  disposal,  the  operation  of  assaulting  it, 
with  even  vastly  superior  numbers,  would  have  been  very  doubtful  in 
its  results. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain^  Engineers, 


No.  8. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard^  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  against 

Fort  Sumter. 

Headquarters  C.  S.  Army, 
Charleston,  S.  C,  March  G,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  War  Department  orders  of  the  1st  instant  I 
arrived  at  this  place  on  the  3d  instant,  and  immediately  reported  to 
Governor  Pickens  for  military  duty.  That  day  we  inspected  the  float- 
ing battery  now  being  constructed  here.  On  the  4th  instant  we  in- 
spected the  works  on  the  southern  portion  of  the  harbor  (Morris  Island 
and  Fort  Johnson),  and  yesterday  those  on  the  north  (Fort  Moultrie, 
&c.,  including  Castle  Pinckney). 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  state  that  I  coincide  fully  in  the  opinion  and 
views  contained  in  Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting's  letter  preceding  his  full 
report,  and  that,  as  I  have  not  time  to  write  more  fully  on  the  subject, 
I  desire  that  portion  of  his  letter  referring  to  the  above  works  should 
be  annexed  to  this  report,  and  a  copy  thereof  sent  to  me  for  my  files. 

On  Morris  Island  the  flanking  defects  are  being  remedied,  and  will 
probably  soon  be  completed,  as  well  as  the  i>osition,  &c.,  of  said  works 
will  permit.  I  have  ordered  that  only  six  mortars,  instead  of  twelve, 
intended  for  that  point,  should  be  put  in  jjosition  there.  I  have  ordered 
the  construction  of  a  series  of  small  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  two  in  each, 
and  twenty  in  all,  well  protected  by  traverses  along  the  channel  shore 
of  that  island,  said  batteries  to  be  about  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards 
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apart  (according  to  the  nature  of  tlie  ground),  to  prevent  tlie  broad- 
sides of  a  vessel,  from  silencing  them  in  a  few  minutes.  When  those 
batteries  shall  be  ready,  I  will  remove  into  them  all  the  heavy  guns  I 
can  dispose  of.  I  have  ordered  to  that  island  the  whole  of  Colonel 
Gregg's  regiment,  with  two  short  12-pounders  and  one  light  battery,  for 
the  protection  of  said  works,  selecting  a  strong  natural  position  to  pro- 
tect their  right  flank  from  a  land  attack. 

I  have  ordered  an  additional  battery  (for  two  mortars)  to  be  con- 
structed near  Fort  Johnson,  to  receive  half  of  those  intended  for  a  de- 
fectively-placed mortar  battery,  to  the  south  of  said  work,  the  latter  not 
being  in  itself  of  much  importance,  containing  only  an  open  battery  of 
four  24-pounders  bearing  on  the  inner  harbor.  At  Fort  Moultrie, 
towards  the  north  of  Fort  Sumter,  I  have  ordered  additional  traverses 
to  be  thrown  up,  of  a  better  construction  than  those  already  there,  for 
the  protection  of  the  channel  guns  against  enfilade  from  Fort  Sumter. 
Between  Moultrie  and  the  western  extremity  of  Sullivan's  Island  I  have 
ordered  the  construction  of  a  four- gun  concealed  bottery,  to  enfilade  the 
channel  face  of  Sumter,  having  nine  or  ten  guns  [en  barbette)  bearing 
on  the  Morris  Island  works.  I  have  ordered  two  more  32-pounders  to 
be  added  to  the  extreme  five-gun  battery,  commanding  the  Maffitt  or 
northern  shore  channel  into  the  harbor,  and  I  have  selected  the  site  of 
two  more  mortar  batteries,  of  two  each,  to  take  in  reverse  the  casemate 
and  barbette  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  bearing  on  Morris  Island. 

I  have  fortunately  found  that  we  would  soon  have  mortars  enough  for 
all  our  present  wants ;  but,  generally,  the  carriages  and  chassis  of  nearly 
all  the  guns,  especially  those  on  the  Morris  Island  works,  are  eitlier 
defective  or  not  of  the  proper  kind.  I  am  going  to  remedy  this  defect 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  find  that  the  gorge  of  Fort  Sumter  is  too  much  inclined  to  the  guns 
on  Morris  Island  to  be  breached  by  them  at  this  distance  (thirteen  hun- 
dred yards) ;  and,  moreover,  they  have  double  the  number  of  guns  bear- 
ing on  them,  reversing  thereby  the  advantages  of  the  attack  over  the 
defense.  If  we  succeed  in  constructing  my  enfilading  battery  on  Sulli- 
van's Island  we  will  then  have  a  preponderating  fire  against  said  gorge 
wail  (four  feet  six  inches  thick)  ^  but,  as  already  stated,  at  about  thirteen 
hundred  yards,  and  at  an  angle  of  about  fifty  degrees. 

I  find  that  the  battery  of  heavy  guns  (10-inch  columbiads),  which  I 
proposed  i)utting  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Johnson,  would  be  impracti- 
cable (if  we  had  said  guns),  the  grounds  being  too  low  and  marshy. 

I  have  now  given  you  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the  offensive 
works  of  this  harbor,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  if  Sumter  was  prop- 
erly garrisoned  and  armed,  it  would  be  a  iDerfect  Gibraltar  to  anything 
but  constant  shelling,  night  and  day,  from  the  four  points  of  the  com- 
pass. As  it  is,  the  weakness  of  the  garrison  constitutes  our  greatest 
advantage,  and  we  must,  for  the  present,  turn  our  attention  to  prevent- 
ing it  from  being  re-enforced.  This  idea  I  am  gradually  and  cautiously 
infusing  into  the  minds  of  all  here ;  but,  should  we  have  to  open  our 
batteries  upon  it,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  so  with  all  the  advantages  the 
condition  of  things  here  will  permit.  All  that  I  ask  is  tune  for  complet- 
ing my  batteries  and  preparing  and  organizing  properly  my  command, 
which  is  still  in  a  more  or  less  confused  state,  not  having  yet  my  gen- 
eral staff  officers  around  me.  So  soon  as  I  shall  have  here  a  competent 
engineer  officer  (Major  Whiting  arrived  here  on  the  4th,  and  will  proba- 
bly leave  again  for  Savannah  to  day,  where  his  presence  is  required),  I 
will  send  to  the  department  a  plan  of  this  harbor,  with  the  position,  &c., 
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of  all  the  works  marked  thereon.    Those  Druminoud  lights,  ordered 
from  'New  York,  will  be  here  in  about  ten  days. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
General  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

[Inclosure.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  6, 1861. 

General  :  I  h^ve  the  honor  to  report  that  I  proceeded  to  Morris 
Island  this  morning,  and  commenced  establishing  battery  positions. 

I.  Directed  the  Dahlgren  battery  to  be  modified.  Eetired  the  inte- 
rior crest  of  the  right  gun,  so  as  to  obtain  a  raking  fire  on  the  whole 
approach,  and  on  the  beach,  and  placed  a  traverse  between  the  two, 
and  directed  the  rear  of  the  battery  to  be  excavated,  to  give  a  relief  of 
at  least  eight  to  interior  crest.  It  ,is  absolutely  necessary  that  these 
guns  be  placed  en  harhette;  otherwise,  unless  the  epaulement  is  cut 
down  to  two,  they  cannot  be  depressed  sufficiently  for  the  short  ranges 
on  the  shii)'s  carriages. 

II.  Battery  A,  for  two  8-inch  columbiads  (new  position).  The  rela- 
tive positions  of  the  different  batteries  will  be  indicated  on  the  chart 
by  the  engineer  and  submitted  to  you  to-morrow. 

III.  Arranged  and  modified  the  Star  of  the  West  battery,  giving  greater 
relief,  reducing  the  platform,  locating  necessary  traverses,  and  adding 
one  24-pounder.    Directed  the  two  field  pieces  for  line  and  land  defense. 

IV.  Battery  B,  for  two  guns,  one  8-inch  columbiad,  and  one  8-inch 
sea-coast. 

Y.  Battery  C,  for  one  8-inch  sea-coast  and  one  42-pounder. 

YI.  Battery  D,  for  two  24-pounders. 

YII.  Battery  E,  two  24-pounders,  at  nearly  right  angles  to  the  brush. 
To  protect  the  two  last  from  Hunter,  the  left  trav^erse  must  cross  the 
epaulement. 

YIII.  Battery  F,  partially  finished,  for  two  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers 
and  two  24-pounders.  The  howitzers  are  on  casemate  carriages,  and 
must  be  changed. 

The  arrangement  of  these  batteries  will,  in  general,  be  identical,  except 
when  the  siege  carriage  is  used  in  the  Star  of  the  West  battery,  and  in 
E,  and  G,  the  latter  of  three  24-pounders,  partly  done.  Therefore  the 
guns  can  be  i)laced  in  different  order,  if  thought  best.  I  placed  the 
guns  of  longest  range  farthest  from  Hunter,  as  having  greater  effect 
upon  the  distant  approach.  Examination  of  the  maps,  when  complete, 
will  show  the  field  of  fire.  Of  these  guns  there  are  now  on  the  island 
three  8-inch  columbiads,  now  mounted  on  casemate  carriages  in  battery  j 
No.  2  as  a  siege  battery  on  Sumter ;  two  42-pounders,  mounted  on  case- 
mate carriages,  siege  battery  on  Sumter.  The  two  Dahlgrens  and  the 
two  8-inch  sea-coast,  on  the  casement  trenches.  All  the  above  require 
barbette  carriages.  Of  these,  the  barbette  carriages  for  the  columbiads 
are  nearly  rea.dyj  also,  for  the  sea  coast.  There  are  also  eight  24- 
I)ounders  on  siege  carriages  already  mounted  on  the  channel ;  in  all,  fif- 
teen. There  are  required  for  the  proposed  addition  two  sea-coast  how- 
itzers, now  at  Pinckney,  and  five  24-pounders  also  at  Pinckney ;  mak- 
ing, in  all,  twenty-two  guns  to  be  i)rovided.  The  arrangement  is  that 
indicated  in  the  plan  this  morning.  I  am  doubtful  which  battery  to 
commence  first.  Perhaps  in  order  from  the  Dahlgren,  although  it  would 
be  best  to  have  them  done  simultaneously.     There  is  want  ot  labor,  and 
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great  want  of  proper  quartermaster  and  commissary  arrangements  for 
the  labor.  All  the  work  on  the  siege  batteries  should  be  suspended, 
and  turned  to  proi)er  account  on  the  channel. 

Please  to  direct  the  enlarged  chart,  made  by  Lieutenant  Gregorie, 
South  Carolina  Engineers,  for  the  governor,  to  be  sent  down  to  have 
the  positions  of  the  batteries  located  upon  it,  for  your  information. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
General  BEAUREaARD,  Major^  Engineers, 

Charleston  Hotel. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.  A., 

Charleston^  8.  C,  April  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  by  Col.  E.  A.  Pryor,  one  of  my  aides 
(who  like  the  others  was  quite  indefatigable  and  fearless  in  conveying 
my  orders,  in  an  oj^en  boat,  from  these  headquarters  to  the  batteries 
during  the  bombardment),  a  general  report  of  the  attack  of  the  12th 
instant  on  Fort  Sumter.  This  report  would  have  been  sent  sooner  if 
my  other  pressing  duties  had  permitted  me  to  devote  my  time  to  it,  while 
the  presence  of  the  enemy's  fleet  still  led  us  to  expect  an  attack  along 
the  coast  at  any  moment.  A  more  detailed  account  will  be  sent  forward 
as  soon  as  the  returns  of  the  commanders  of  batteries  shall  have  reached 
this  office.  The  great  difficulty  I  will  labor  under  will  be  to  do  full  j  ustice 
to  all  when  so  much  zeal,  energy,  and  gallantry  were  displayed  by  officers 
and  soldiers  in  the  execution  of  my  orders.  I  wish,  however,  to  record 
two  incidents,  which  will  illustrate  the  feelings  that  animated  all  here. 

Whilst  the  barracks  in  Fort  Sumter  were  in  a  blaze,  and  the  interior 
of  the  work  appeared  untenable  from  the  heat  and  from  the  fire  of  our 
batteries  (at  about  which  period  I  sent  three  of  my  aides  to  offer  assist- 
ance in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States),  whenever  the  guns  of  Fort 
Sumter  would  fire  upon  Fort  Moultrie  the  men  occupying  Cummings 
Point  batteries  (Palmetto  Guard,  Captain  Cuthbert)  at  each  shot  would 
cheer  Anderson  for  his  gallantry,  although  themselves  still  firing  upon 
him,  and  when  on  the  15th  instant  he  left  the  harbor  on  the  steamer 
Isabel  the  soldiers  of  the  batteries  on  Cummings  Point  lined  the  beach, 
silent,  and  with  heads  uncovered,  while  Anderson  and  his  command 
passed  before  them,  and  expressions  of  scorn  at  the  apparent  cowardice 
of  the  fleet  in  not  even  attempting  to  res(jue  so  gallant  an  officer  and  his 
command  were  upon  the  lips  of  all.  With  such  material  for  an  army,  if 
properly  disciplined,  I  would  consider  myself  almost  invincible  against 
any  forces  not  too  greatly  sui)erior. 

The  fire  of  those  barracks  was  only  put  out  on  the  15th  instant,  p.  m., 
after  great  exertions  by  the  gallant  fire  companies  of  this  city,  who  n^ere 
at  their  pumps  night  and  day,  although  aware  that  close  by  them  was  a 
magazine  filled  with  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  with  a  shot-hole 
through  the  wall  of  its  anteroom. 

I  am  now  removing  the  tottering  walls  of  the  buildings  within,  and 
clearing  away  all  the  rubbish,  &c.,  from  the  interior  of  the  work,  so  as 
to  render  it  still  more  formidable^  than  it  was  before  it  was  attacked. 

In  one  or  two  days  I  will  send*  forward  to  you  photographs  taken  at 
different  points  of  sight,  from  which  you  can  clearly  understand  the  con- 
dition of  the  fort  within  when  first  occuj^ied  by  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  v(^ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGARD, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War^  Montgomery^  Ala, 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  S.  0.,  April  IG,  18G1. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  summary  statement 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter: 

On  the  refusal  of  Major  Anderson  to  euga.^e,  in  compliance  with  my 
demand,  to  designate  the  time  when  he  would  evacuate  Fort  Sumter, 
and  to  agree  meanwhile  not  to  use  his  guns  against  us,  at  3.20  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  I  gave  him  formal  notice  that  within 
one  hour  my  batteries  would  open  on  him.  In  consequence  of  some 
circumstance  of  delay  the  bombardment  was  not  begun  precisely  at  the 
appointed  moment,  but  at  4.30  o'clock  the  signal  gun  Avas  fired,  and 
within  twenty  minutes  all  our  batteries  were  in  full  play.  There  was 
no  response  from  Fort  Sumter  until  about  7  o'clock,  when  the  first 
shot  from  the  enemy  was  discharged  against  our  batteries  on  Cum- 
min gs  Point. 

By  8  o'clock  the  action  became  general,  and  throughout  the  day  was 
maintained  with  spirit  on  both  sides.  Our  guns  were  served  with  skill 
and  energy.  The  efifect  was  visible  in  the  impressions  made  on  the 
walls  of  Fort  Sumter.  From  our  mortar  batteries  shells  were  thrown 
with  such  precision  and  rapidity  that  it  soon  became  impossible  for  the 
enemy  to  emi^loy  his  guns  <?rt  harhctte,  of  which  several  were  dismounted. 
The  engagement  was  continued  without  any  circumsta-nce  of  special 
note  until  nightfall,  before  which  time  the  fire  from  Sumter  had  evi- 
dently slackened.  Operations  on  our  side  were  sustained  throughout 
the  night,  provoking,  however,  only  a  feeble  response. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  action  was  prosecuted  with  renewed 
vigor,  and  about  7  J  o'clock  it  was  discovered  our  shells  had  set  fire  to 
the  barracks  in  the  fort.  Si)eedily  volumes  of  smoke  indicated  an 
extensive  conflagration,  and  apprehending  some  terrible  calamity  to 
the  garrison  I  immediately  dispatclied  an  offer  of  assistance  to  Major 
Anderson,  which,  how^ever,  with  grateful  acknowledgments,  he  declined. 
Meanwhile,  being  informed  about  2  o'clock  that  a  white  flag  was  dis- 
played from  Sumter,  I  dispatched  two  of  my  aides  to  Major  Anderson 
"with  terms  of  evacuation.  In  recognition  of  the  gallantry  exhibited 
by  the  garrison  I  cheerfully  agreed  that  on  surrendering  the  fort  the 
commanding  officer  might  salute  his  flag. 

By  8  o'clock  the  terms  of  evacuation  were  definitely  accepted.  Major 
Anderson  having  expressed  a  desire  to  communicate  with  the  United 
States  vessels  lying  off  the  harbor,  with  a  view  to  arrange  for  the 
transportation  of  his  command  to  some  port  in  the  United  States,  one 
of  his  officers,  accompanied  by  Captain  Hartstene  and  three  of  my 
aides,  was  permitted  to  visit  the  officer  in  command  of  the  squadron  to 
make  provision  for  that  object.  Because  of  an  unavoidable  delay  the 
formal  transfer  of  the  fort  to  our  possession  did  not  take  place  until  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant.  At  that  hour,  the  place 
having  been  evacuated  by  the  United  States  gnrrison,  our  troops  occu- 
pied it,  and  the  Confederate  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  ramparts  of  Sum- 
ter wdth  a  salute  from  the  various  batteries. 

The  steamer  Isabel  having  been  placed  at  the  service  of  Major  Ander- 
son, he  and  his  command  were  transferred  to  the  United  States  vessels 
off  the  harbor. 

The  urgency  of  immediate  engagements  prevents  me  from  giving  at 
present  a  more  circumstantial  narrative  of  the  incidents  connected  with 
the  capture  of  Fort  Sumter.  When  the  reports  from  the  various  com- 
manders of  batteries  are  received  I  will  hasten  to  forward  you  a  more 
detailed  account. 
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In  conclusion,  I  am  liappy  to  state  that  the  troops,  both  officers  and 
soldiers,  of  the  Regulars,  Volunteers,  Militia,  and  l^avy,  by  their  energy, 
zeal,  perseverance,  labor,  and  endurance  before  the  attack,  and  by  their 
courage  and  gallantry  during  its  continuance,  exhibited  all  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  best  troops ;  and  to  my  staff,  Regular  and  Volunteer,  I 
am  much  indebted  for  the  prompt  and  complete  executiou  of  my  orders, 
whi(ih  had  to  be  communicated  in  open  boats  during  the  bombardment 
to  the  different  batteries  then  engaged. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  0.  S., 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  with  this  my 
detailed  report  of  the  operations  conducted  duriug  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  Sumter,  accompanied  by  copies  of  the  reports  sent  in  to  this  office 
by  the  commandants  of  batteries,  together  with  a  series  of  photograjihs 
(twenty -two  in  number),  showing  the  condition  of  Forts  Sumter  and 
Moultrie  and  of  the  floating  battery  after  the  surrender  of  the  former 
fort.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  April  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the 
bombardment  and  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  incidents  connected 
therewith  : 

Having  completed  my  channel  defenses  and  batteries  in  the  harbor 
necessary  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter,  I  dispatched  two  of  my  aides 
at  2.20  p.  m.,  on  Thursday,  the  11th  of  April,  with  a  communication  to 
Major  Anderson,  in  command  of  the  fortification,  demanding  its  evac- 
uation. I  offered  to  transport  himself  and  command  to  any  port  in  the 
United  States  he  might  elect,  to  allow  him  to  move  out  of  the  fort  with 
company  arms  and  property  and  all  private  property,  and  to  salute  his 
flag  in  lowering  it.  He  refused  to  accede  to  the  demand.  As  my  aides 
were  about  leaving  Major  Anderson  remarked  that  if  we  did  not  batter 
him  to  pieces  he  would  be  starved  out  in  a  few  days,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  This  being  reported  to  me  by  my  aides  on  their  return  with  his 
refusal,  at  5.10  p.  m.,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  telegraph  the  purport  of  his 
remark  to  the  Secretar^^  of  War.  In  reply  I  received  by  telegraph  the 
following  instructions  at  9.10  p.  m.:  '^Do  not  desire  needlessly  to  bom- 
bard Fort  Sumter.  If  Major  Anderson  will  state  the  time  at  which,  as 
indicated  by  him,  he  will  evacuate,  and  agree  that  in  the  mean  time  he 
will  not  use  his  guns  against  us  unless  ours  should  be  employed  against 
Fort  Sumter,  you  are  authorized  thus  to  avoid  effusion  of  blood.  If  this, 
or  its  equivalent,  be  refused,  reduce  the  fort  as  your  judgment  decides 
to  be  most  i^racticable." 


*  The  photographs  not  found. 
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At  11  p.  in.  I  sent  my  aides  with  a  communication  to  Major  Anderson 
based  on  the  foregoing  instructions.  *  It  was  placed  in  his  hands  at  12.45 
a.  m.  12th  instant.  He  expressed  his  wiHingness  to  evacuate  the  fort 
on  Monday  at  noon  if  provided  with  the  necessary  means  of  transporta- 
tion,  and  if  he  should  not  receive  contradictory  instructions  from  his 
Government  or  additional  supplies,  but  lie  declined  to  agree  not  to  open 
his  guns  upon  us  in  the  event  of  any  hostile  demonstrations  on  our  part 
against  his  flag.  This  rei)ly,  which  was  opened  and  shown  to  my  aides, 
plainly  indicated  that  if  instructions  should  be  received  contrary  to  his 
purpose  to  evacuate,  or  if  he  should  receive  his  supplies,  or  if  the  Con- 
federate troops  should  fire  on  hostile  troops  of  the  United  States,  or 
upon  transports  bearing  the  United  States  flag,  containing  men,  muni- 
tions, and  supplies  designed  for  hostile  operations  against  us,  he  would 
still  feel  himself  bound  to  fire  upon  us,  and  to  hold  possession  of  the  fort. 

As,  in  consequence  of  a  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  governor  of  South  Carolina,  v^e  were  in  moment- 
ary expectation  of  an  attempt  to  re-enforce  Fort  Sumter,  or  of  a  descent 
upon  our  coast  to  that  end  from  the  United  States  fleet  then  lying  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  it  was  manifestly  an  imperative  necessity 
to  reduce  the  fort  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  not  to  wait  until  the 
ships  and  the  fort  should  unite  in  a  combined  attack  ux)on  us.  Accord- 
ingly my  aides,  carrying  out  my  instructions,  promptly  refused  to  accede 
to  the  terms  proposed  by  Major  Anderson,  and  notified  him  in  writing 
that  our  batteries  would  open  upon  Fort  Sumter  in  one  hour.  This 
notification  was  given  at  3.20  a.  m.  of  Friday,  the  12th  instant.  The 
signal  shell  was  fired  from  Fort  Johnson  at  4.30  a.  m.  At  about  5 
o'clock  the  fire  from  our  batteries  became  general.  Fort  Sumter  did 
not  open  fire  until  7  o'clock,  when  it  commenced  with  a  vigorous  fire 
upon  the  Cummings  Point  iron  battery.  The  enemy  next  directed  his 
fire  upon  the  enfilade  battery  on  Sullivan's  Island,  constructed  to  sweep 
the  i)arapet  of  Fort  Sumter,  to  prevent  the  working  of  the  barbette  guns 
and  to  dismouEt  them.  This  was  also  the  aim  of  the  floating  battery, 
the  Dahlgren  battery,  and  the  gun  batteries  at  Cummings  Point. 

The  enemy  next  opened  on  Fort  Moultrie,  between  which  and  Fort 
Sumter  a  steady  and  alnost  constant  fire  was  kept  up  throughout  the 
day.  These  three  points — Fort  Moultrie,  Cummings  Point,  and  the 
end  of  Sullivan's  Island,  where  the  floating  battery,  Dahlgren  battery, 
and  the  enfilade  batter^v  were  placed — were  the  points  to  w^hich  the 
enemy  seemed  almost  to  confine  his  attention,  although  he  fired  a  num- 
ber of  shots  at  Captain  Butler's  mortar  battery,  situated  to  the  east  of 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  a  few  at  Captain  James'  mortar  batteries  at  Fort 
Johnson. 

During  the  day  (12th  instant)  the  fire  of  my  batteries  was  kept  up 
most  spiritedly,  the  guns  and  mortars  being  worked  in  the  coolest  man- 
ner, preserving  the  prescribed  intervals  of  firing.  Towards  evening  it 
became  evident  that  our  fire  was  very  effective,  as  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  barbette  gun  which  he  attempted  to  work  in  the  morning, 
and  his  fire  was  confined  to  his  casemated  guns,  but  in  a  less  active 
manner  than  in  the  morning,  and  it  was  observed  that  several  of  his 
guns  en  harhette  were  disabled.  During  the  whole  of  Friday  night  our 
mortar  batteries  continued  to  throw  shells,  but,  in  obedience  to  orders, 
at  longer  intervals.  The  night  was  rainy  and  dark,  and  as  it  was  almost 
confidently  exi)ected  that  the  United  States  fleet  would  attempt  to 
land  troops  upon  the  islands  or  to   throw  men  into  Fort   Sumter  by 

*  For  the  correspoiidciico  witlj  Major  Andersou  al)ovo  referred  to  see  incloaurcs  to 
report  No.  G,  pp.  13-15. 
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means  of  boats,  the  greatest  vigilance  was  observed  at  all  our  channel 
batteries,  and  by  our  troops  on  both  Morris  and  Sullivan's  Islands. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning  all  of  our  batteries  reopened  upon  Fort 
Sumter,  which  responded  vigorously  for  a  time,  directing  its  fire  specially 
against  Fort  Moultrie.  About  8  o'clock  a.  m.  smoke  was  seen  issuing 
from  the  (piarters  of  Fort  Sumter.  Upon  this  the  fire  of  our  batteries 
was  increased,  as  a  matter  of  course,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
enemy  to  terms  as  sx)eedily  as  possibly,  inasmuch  as  his  flag  was  still 
floating  defiantly  above  him.  Fort  Sumter  continued  to  fii^e  from  time 
to  time,  but  at  long  and  irregular  intervals,  amid  the  dense  smoke,  flying 
shot,  and  bursting  shells.  Our  brave  troops,  carried  away  by  their  nat- 
ural generous  imjiulses,  mounted  the  diflerent  batteries,  and  at  every 
discharge  from  the  fort  cheered  the  garrison  for  its  pluck  and  gallantry, 
and  hooted  the  fleet  lying  inactive  just  outside  the  bar. 

About  1.30  p.  m.,  it  being  reported  to  me  that  the  flag  was  down  (it 
afterwards  ai)peared  that  the  flag-stafl"  had  been  shot  away),  and  the 
conflagation  from  the  large  volume  of  smoke  being  apparently  on  the 
increase,  I  sent  three  of  my  aides  with  a  message  to  Major  Anderson  to 
the  effect  that  seeing  his  flag  no  longer  flying,  his  quarters  in  flames,  and 
supposing  him  to  be  in  distress,  I  desired  to  ofler  him  any  assistance  he 
might  stand  in  need  of.  Before  my  aides  reached  the  fort  the  United 
States  flag  was  displayed  on  the  i)arapet,  but  remained  there  only  a  short 
time,  when  it  was  hauled  down  and  a  white  flag  substituted  in  its  place. 
When  the  United  States  flag  first  disappeared  the  firing  from  our  bat- 
teries almost  entirely  ceased,  but  reopened  with  increased  vigor  when  it 
reappeared  on  the  parapet,  and  was  continued  until  the  white  flag  was 
raised,  when  it  ceased  entirely.  Upon  the  arrival  of  my  aides  at  Fort 
Sumter  they  delivered  their  message  to  Major  Anderson,  who  replied 
that  he  thanked  me  for  my  offer,  but  desired  no  assistance. 

Just  previous  to  their  arrival  Colonel  Wigfall,  one  of  my  aides,  who  had 
been  detached  for  special  duty  on  Morris  Island,  had,  by  order  of  Brig- 
adier-General Simons,  crossed  over  to  Fort  Sumter  from  Cummings  Point 
in  an  open  boat,  with  private  Gourdin  Young,  amidst  a  heavy  fire  of  shot 
and  shell,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  from  Major  Anderson  whether 
his  intention  was  to  surrender,  his  flag  being  down  and  his  quarters  in 
flames.  On  reaching  the  fort  the  colonel  had  an  interview  with  Major 
Anderson,  the  result  of  which  was  that  Major  Anderson  understood  him 
as  offering  the  same  conditions  on  the  part  of  General  Beauregard  as 
had  been  tendered  him  on  the  11th  instant,  while  Colonel  WigfalFs  im- 
pression was  that  Major  Anderson  unconditionally  surrendered,  trusting 
to  the  generosity  of  General  Beauregard  to  offer  such  terms  as  would 
be  honorable  and  acceptable  to  both  parties.  Meanwhile,  before  these 
circumstances  were  reported  to  me,  and  in  fact  soon  after  the  aides  whom 
I  had  dispatched  with  the  offer  of  assistance  had  set  out  on  their  mis- 
sion, hearing  that  a  white  flag  was  flying  over  the  fort,  I  sent  Major 
Jones,  the  chief  of  my  staff,  and  some  other  aides,  with  substantially  the 
same  propositions  I  had  submitted  to  Major  Anderson  on  the  11th  instant, 
with  the  exception  of  the  privilege  of  saluting  his  flag.  The  Major 
(Anderson)  replied,  "  it  would  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  him,  as  well 
as  to  his  command,  to  be  permitted  to  salute  their  flag,  having  so  gal- 
lantly defended  the  fort  under  such  trying  circumstances,  and  hoped 
that  General  Beaaregard  would  not  refuse  it,  as  such  a  privilege  was  not 
unusual."  He  further  said  he  ''  woidd  not  urge  the  point,  but  would  pre- 
fer to  refer  the  matter  again  to  me."  The  point  was,  therefore,  left  open 
until  the  matter  was  submitted  to  me. 

Previous  to  the  return  of  Major  Jones  I  sent  a  fire  engine,  under  Mr. 
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M.  H.  ISTathan,  chief  of  the  fire  departraent,  and  Surgeon- General  Gibbes", 
of  South  Carolina,  with  several  of  my  aides,  to  ofier  further  assistance  to 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Sumter,  which  was  declined.  I  very  cheerfully 
agr^d  to  allow  the  salute,  as  an  honorable  testimony  to  the  gallantry 
and  fortitude  with  which  Major  Anderson  and  his  command  had 
defended  their  post,  and  I  informed  Major  Anderson  of  my  decision 
about  7J  o'clock,  through  Major  Jones,  my  chief  of  staff. 

The  arrangements  being  completed  Major  Anderson  embarked  with 
his  command  on  the  transport  prepared  to  convey  him  to  the  United 
States  fleet  lying  outside  the  bar,  and  our  troops  immediately  garrisoned 
the  fort,  and  before  sunset  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  floated 
over  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Sumter. 

I  commend  in  the  highest  terms  the  gallantry  of  every  one  under  my 
command,  and  it  is  with  diffidence  that  I  will  mention  any  corps  or 
names  for  fear  of  doing  injustice  to  those  not  mentioned,  for  where  all 
have  done  their  duty  well  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate.  Although  the 
troops  out  of  the  batteries  bearing  on  Fort  Sumter  were  not  so  fortunate 
as  their  comrades  working  the  guns  and  mortars,  still  their  services 
were  equally  as  valuable  and  as  commendable,  for  they  were  on  their 
arms  at  the  channel  batteries,  and  at  their  posts  and  bivouacs,  and  ex- 
posed to  severe  weather,  and  constant  watchfulness,  expecting  every 
moment  and  ready  to  repel  re-enforcements  from  the  powerful  fleet  off 
the  bar,  and  to  all  the  troops  under  my  command  I  award  much  praise 
for  their  gallantry,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they  met  the  duties 
required  of  them.  I  feel  much  indebted  to  Generals  E.  G.  M.  Dunovant 
and  James  Simons  and  their  staff's,  especially  Majors  Evans  and  De 
Saussure,  South  Carolina  Army,  commanding  on  Sullivan's  and  Morris' 
Islands,  for  their  valuable  and  gallant  services,  and  the  discretion  they 
displayed  in  executing  the  duties  devolving  on  their  responsible  positions. 
Of  Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Eipley,  First  Artillery  Battalion,  commandant  of 
batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly,  and  join  with 
General  Dunovant,  his  immediate  commander  since  January  last,  in 
commending  in  the  highest  terms  his  sagacity,  experience,  and  unflag- 
ging zeal.  I  would  also  mention  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  Captains 
Calhoun  and  Hallonquist,  assistant  commandants  of  batteries  to  Colonel 
Eipley ;  and  the  following  commanders  of  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island : 
Capt.  J.  E.  Hamilton,  commanding  the  floating  battery  and  Dahlgren 
gun ;  Captains  Butler,  South  Carolina  Army,  and  Bruns,  aide-de-camp  to 
General  Dunovant,  aud  Lieutenants  Wagner,  Ehett,  Yates,  Valentine, 
and  Parker. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  De  Saussure,  Second  Artillery  Battalion,  com- 
mandant of  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  t<  o  much  praise  cannot  be  given. 
He  displayed  the  most  untiring  energy,  and  his  judicious  arrangements 
and  the  good  management  of  his  batteries  contributed  much  to  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Sumter.  To  Major  Stevens,  of  the  Citadel  Academy, 
in  charge  of  the  Cummings  Point  batteries,  I  feel  much  indebted  for  his 
valuable  and  scientific  assistance,  and  the  efficient  working  of  the  bat- 
teries under  his  immediate  charge.  The  Cummings  Point  batteries 
(iron — 42  pounder  and  mortar)  were  manned  by  the  Palmetto  Guards, 
Captain  Cuthbert,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  admiration  of 
the  service  of  the  gallant  captain  and  his  distinguished  company  during 
the  action. 

I  would  also  mention  in  terms  of  praise  the  following  commanders  of 
batteries  at  the  point,  viz :  Lieutenants  Armstrong,  of  the  Citadel  Acad- 
emy and  Brownfield,  of  the  Palmetto  Guards ;  also  Captain  Thomas,  of 
the  Citadel  Academy,  who  had  charge  of  the  rifled  cannon,  and  had  the 
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honor  of  using  this  A^ahiable  weapon — a  gift  of  one  of  South  Carolina's 
distant  sons  to  his  native  State — with  pecuhar  efitect.  Capt.  J.  G.  Eang, 
with  his  company,  the  Marion  Artillery,  commanded  the  mortar  battery 
in  rear  of  the  Cummin gs  Point  batteries,  and  the  accuracy  of  his  ^ell- 
practice  was  the  theme  of  general  admiration.  Capt.  George  S.  James, 
commanding  at  Fort  Johnson,  had  the  honor  of  firing  the  first  shell  at 
Fort  Sumter,  and  his  conduct  and  that  of  those  under  him  was  com- 
mendable during  the  action.  Captain  Martin,  South  Carolina  Army, 
commanded  the  Mount  Pleasant  mortar  battery,  and  with  his  assistants 
did  good  service.  For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  gallantry  of  ofii- 
cers  and  men,  and  of  the  various  incidents  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter, 
I  would  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  copies  of  the  reports 
of  the  different  officers  under  my  command,  herewith  inclosed. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  reference  to  the  following  gentle- 
men :  To  his  excellency  Governor  Pickens  and  staff*,  especially  Colonels 
Lamar  and  Bearing,  who  were  so  active  and  efficient  in  the  construction 
of  the  channel  batteries ;  Colonels  Lucas  and  Moore  for  assistance  on 
various  occasions,  and  Colonel  Duryea  and  Mr.  JSTathan  (chief  of  the 
fire  department)  for  their  gallant  assistance  in  putting  out  the  fire  at 
Fort  Sumter  when  the  magazine  of  the  latter  was  in  imminent  danger 
of  explosion;  General  Jamison,  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  S.  R. 
Gist,  adjutant-general,  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  obtaining  and 
dispatching  the  troops  for  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  and  defense  of 
the  batteries ;  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments,  Colonel 
Hatch  and  Colonel  Walker,  and  the  ordnance  board,  especially  Colonel 
Manigault,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  whose  zeal  and  activity  were  untiring : 
The  Medical  Department,  whose  preparations  had  been  judiciously  and 
amply  made,  but  which  a  kind  Providence  rendered  unnecessary ;  the 
Engineers,  Majors  Whiting  and  Gwynn,  Captains  Trapier  and  Lee,  and 
Lieutenants  McCrady,  Earle,  and  Gregorie,  on  whom  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  bestowed  for  their  untiring  zeal,  energy,  and  gallantry,  and 
to  whose  labors  is  greatly  due  the  unprecedented  example  of  taking  such 
an  important  work  after  thirty-three  hours'  firing  without  having  to 
report  the  loss  of  a  single  life,  and  but  four  slightly  wounded.  From 
Major  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  I  derived  also  much  assistance,  not  only  as 
an  engineer,  in  selecting  the  sites  and  laying  out  the  channel  batteries 
on  Morris  Island,  but  as  acting  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general 
in  arranging  and  stationing  the  troops  on  said  island.  To  the  naval 
department,  especially  Captain  Hartstene,  one  of  my  volunteer  aides, 
who  was  perfectly  indefatigable  in  guarding  the  entrance  into  the  har- 
bor, and  in  ^transmitting  my  orders ;  Lieut.  T.  B.  Huger,  who  was  also 
of  much  service,  first  as  inspecting  ordnance  officer  of  batteries,  then  in 
charge  of  the  batteries  on  the  south  end  of  Morris  Island ;  Lieutenant 
Warley,  who  commanded  the  Dahlgren  channel  battery ;  also  the  school- 
ship,  which  was  kindly  offered  by  the  board  of  directors,  and  was  of 
much  service ;  Lieutenant  Rutledge,  who  was  acting  inspector- general 
of  ordnance  of  all  the  batteries,  in  which  capacity,  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant Williams,  C.  S.  A.,  on  Morris  Island,  he  was  of  much  service  in 
organizing  and  distributing  the  ammunition ;  Cai)tains  Childs  and 
Jones,  assistant  commandant  of  batteries;  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  De 
Saussure,  Captains  Winder  and  Allston,  acting  assistant  adjutant  and 
inspector  general  to  General  Simons'  brigade;  Captain  Manigault,  of 
my  staff*,  attached  on  General  Simons'  staff',  who  did  efficient  and  gallant 
services  on  Morris  Island  during  the  fight;  Prof.  Lewis  R.  Gibbes,  of 
Charleston  College,  and  his  aidet^,  for  their  valuable  services  in  operating 
the  Drummond  lights  established  at  the  extensions  of  Sullivan's  and 
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Morris  Islands.  The  venerable  and  gallant  Edmund  Ruffin,  of  Virginia, 
was  at  the  Iron  battery,  and  fired  many  gunji,  uiKkT^oin^i;^  every  fatigue 
and  sharing  the  hardships  at  the  battery  with  the  youngest  of  the  Pal- 
mettoes.  To  my  regular  staff,  Major  Jones,  0.  S.  A.  5  Captains  Lee  and 
Ferguson,  South  Carolina  Army,  and  Lieutenant  Legare,  South  Carolina 
Army,  and  volunteer  staff,  Messrs.  Chisolm,Wigfall,Chesnut,  Manning, 
Miles,  Gonzales,  and  Pryor,  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  indefatigable 
and  valuable  assistance  night  and  day  during  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter, 
transmitting  in  oijen  boats  my  orders 'when  called  ui)on  with  alacrity 
and  cheerfulness  to  the  different  batteries  amidst  falling  balls  and  burst- 
ing shells.  Captain  Wigfall  being  the  first  in  Sumter  to  receive  the 
surrender. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  C.  S.  A. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  C.  S., 

Charleston,  JS.  0.,  May  1, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  by  the  bearer,  Capt.  S.  W.  Fer- 
guson, South  Carolina  Regulars,  my  regular  aide,  and  Lieut.  Col.  A.  R. 
Chisolm  (aide  to  Governor  Pickens),  one  of  my  volunteer  aides,  the  flag 
which  waved  on  Fort  Moultrie  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter, 
and  was  thrice  cut  by  the  enemy's  balls.  Being  the  first  Confederate 
flag  thus  baptized,  I  have  thought  it  worth  sending  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  preservation.  I  should  have  brought  it  on  myself,  but  my 
present  indisposition  will  prevent  me  from  leaving  here  for  a  day  or 
two. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Bejjort  of  Brig,  Gen.  B.  G.  M.  Bunovant,  South  Carolina  Army,  of  oper- 
ations against  Fort  Sumter. 

Headquarters,  South  Carolina  Army, 

Sullivan^s  Island,  April  21,  1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Tuesday  morning,  April 
9,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  your  headquarters,  I  came  down  to  Sul- 
livan-s  Island  attended  by  the  following  members  of  my  staff":  Maj.  N. 
G.  Evans,  S.  C.  A.,  adjutant-general  5  First  Lieut.  Warren  Adams, 
S.  C.  A.,  and  Second  Lieut.  Robert  Pringle,  S.  C.  A.,  aides-de-camp; 
Maj.  W.  D.  De  Saussure  and  Capt.  J.  D.  Bruns,  special  aides-de-camp. 

Information  having  been  received  which  led  us  to  expect  a  deter- 
mined effort  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Government  to  re-enforce 
Fort  Sumter,  I  at  once  made  all  the  necessary  preparations  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  the  success  of  this  attemi)t.  The  batteries  in  i)rocess  of 
erection  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  island  were  rapidly  pushed  to 
completion.    Colonel  Pettigrew  had  already  taken  precautions  against 
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a  surprise  by  establishing  a  picket  guard  on  Long  Island  and  by 
doubling  the  sentries  on  Sullivan's  Island. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  I  reviewed  the  entire  forces  under  my 
command,  Colonel  Pettigrew's  regiment  of  rifles  occupying  and  defend- 
ing the  eastern  third  of  the  island  with  the  assistance  of  the  Charleston 
Light  Dragoons,  and  the  German  Flying  Artillery  in  charge  of  a  field 
battery  attached  to  his  command,  and  Colonel  Anderson's  regiment  of 
the  First  Infantry  being  held  in  readiness  to  act  as  a  reserve  or  to  be 
thrown  on  any  point  where  their  services  were  required. 

It  affords  me  sincere  gratification  to  record  that,  although  happily 
Colonel  Pettigrew's  regiment  was  not  called  into  action,  and  had  little 
share  in  the  perils  and  honors  of  the  recent  engagement,  their  patient 
endurance  of  every  privation,  and  their  prompt  and  cheerful  response 
to  every  call  of  duty  during  a  long-continued  service,  entitle  them  to 
unqualified  commendation.  I  may  add  that  as  soon  as  they  heard  the 
sound  of  our  guns,  twenty-four  members  of  the  regiment  of  rifles  went 
down  under  fire  to  the  floating  battery,  their  boat  narrowly  escaping 
being  sunk. 

Colonel  Anderson's  regiment  of  regulars  also  deserve  special  notice 
for  the  good  order,  spirit,  and  energy  which  have  universally  character- 
ized the  command.  Three  companies  of  his  regiment,  Captain  Martin's, 
Captain  Butler's,  and  Lieutenant  Valentine's,  were  detached  for  duty 
as  artillerists  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eipley,  and  for  their  share  in 
the  bombardment  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  batteries. 

The  defenses  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  preparation  of  the  gun  and 
mortar  batteries  above  and  below  this  post  seemed  to  me  to  be  complete 
and  satisfactory.  For  this  no  small  measure  of  praise  is  due  to  the 
sagacity,  experience,  and  unflagging  zeal  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Eipley, 
commanding  First  Battalion  Artillery,  who  was  assigned  to  duty  under 
my  command  on  the  2d  day  of-  January  last,  when  Fort  Moultrie  was 
generally  considered  untenable.  The  suggestions  made  by  this  officer 
in  his  reports  respecting  the  defenses  of  the  fort  have  in  almost  every 
instance  been  carried  out,  and  their  value  has  been  triumphantly  illus- 
trated by  the  severe  test  to  which  they  were  subjected  in  the  recent  en- 
gagement. The  guns  which  were  used  against  Fort  Sumter  were  the 
same  which  Major  Anderson  spiked  and  burned  when  he  abandoned 
Fort  Moultrie. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th,  as  hostilities  were  shortly  expected  to  com- 
mence, I  made  the  following  disposition  of  my  staff:  Major  Pagan, 
Lieutenant  Adams,  and  Lieutenant  Pringle  to  be  stationed  between 
Fort  Moultrie  and  Captain  Butler's  battery,  to  carry  orders  to  and  from 
these  posts  and  to  the  brigade  of  infantry  5  Major  De  Saussure  to  attend 
me  personally,  and  Captain  Bruns  to  be  on  detached  service  at  Captain 
Hallonquist's  mortar  battery,  where  he  rendered  efficient  aid  during  the 
whole  bombardment.  Major  Evans,  who  had  been  confined  to  his  bed 
by  sickness  for  some  days,  joined  me  soon  after  the  battle  commenced, 
and  then,  as  always,  exhibited  the  highest  qualifications  for  the  duties 
of  his  arduous  and  responsible  post.  I  am  gratified  to  record  that  my 
entire  staff  acquitted  themselves  well,  and  their  services  to  me  during 
the  campaign  have  been  invaluable.  Although  most  of  them  had  but 
little  military  experience,  they  have  spared  no  pains  to  acquaint  them- 
selves with  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  have,  without  exception,  per- 
formed them  intelligently,  cheerfully,  and  with  dispatch. 

During  the  bombardment,  I  observed  specially  the  behavior  of  the 
troops  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  at  Captains  Butler's  and  Hallonquist's 
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mortar  batteries.  At  all  these  posts  the  energy  and  spirit  displayed 
alike  by  officers  nad  men  could  not  be  surpassed,  I  believe,  by  any  troops 
in  the  world.  The  enfilade,  Dahlgren,  and  floating  batteries  had  also  a 
prominent  place  in  the  picture,  but  i  must  again  refer  to  the  reports  of 
the  officers  commanding  these  batteries. 

I  am  pleased  to  mention  that  Ex-Governor  J.  L.  Manning,  Hon.  W. 
P.  Miles,  and  Capt.  Samuel  Ferguson,  S.  C.  A.,  aides-de-camp  to  Brig- 
adier-General Beauregard,  brought  orders  to  me  from  the  brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding  during  the  hottest  of  the  fire.  Major  De  Saussure,  of 
my  stafl",  carried  information  for  the  Ordnance  Department  in  regard  to 
the  shori)  supply  of  Dahlgren  shells  under  a  brisk  fire. 

As  soon  as  the  white  flag  was  displayed  from  Fort  Sumter  on  the 
13th  I  sent  Captain  Hartstene,  0.  S.  K.,  Captain  Calhoun,  S.  C.  A.,  and 
Surgeon  Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  to  ascertain  whether  Major  Anderson  had  sur- 
rendered. These  officers  reported  on  their  return  that  they  had  been 
preceded  by  some  members  of  your  stafl*. 

For  the  details  of  this  action,  which  has  terminated  so  happily  for  the 
glory  of  our  arms  and  for  the  honor  and  safety  of  South  Carolina.,  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eipley, 
and  to  the  reports  of  the  officers  under  his  immediate  command. 

E.  G.  M.  DUE^OYAIl^T, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  South  Carolina  Army. 

Maj.  D.  E.  Jones, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Simons  of  operations  against  Fort  Sumter. 

Headquarters,  Morris  Island,  April  23, 1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  the 
report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Saussure,  commanding  the  battalion 
of  artiUery,  with  the  reports  of  commanders  of  batteries  at  this  post 
of  the  late  action  of  the  12th  and  13th  instants  with  Fort  Sumter,  have 
this  moment  been  handed  to  me,  and  as  you  are  already  apprised  of  my 
communication  of  yesterday  to  Assist.  Adjt.  Gen.  D.  E.  Jones,  this  will 
furnish  the  reason  for  my  delaying  the  present  address.  I  have  little 
to  add  to  the  minute  and  circumstantial  detail  which  has  been  so  care- 
fully and  minutely  furnished  by  these  officers.  I  add  my  confirmation 
to  the  commendation  of  the  coolness,  perseverance,  and  steady  zeal  of 
all  those  who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  action,  to  whom  particular 
as  well  as  general  reference  has  been  made  in  those  reports. 

The  firing  commenced  on  the  signal  designated  in  your  General  Orders 
No.  14,  section  4,  of  date  the  11th  instant,^  and  conformed  substantially 
to  the  requisitions  of  General  Orders  No.  9,  of  date  the  6th  instant,  both 
as  regards  the  objects,  and  the  times  and  the  intervals  of  firing,  and  the 
only  departure  from  the  rigid  compliance  with  those  orders  was  done  by 
my  orders  at  11.10  a.  m.  on  the  13th  instant,  by  which,  through  Colonel 
Wigfall,  whom  you  had  sent  to  me  as  a  special  aid  the  night  before  the 
engagement,  I  authorized  battery  commanders  to  increase  the  frequency 
of  their  fire,  but  with  express  directions  that  the  fire  should  not  be  so 
frequent  as  to  waste  ammuuition.  This  was  continued  until  1.30  p.  m., 
when  the  flag  of  Fort  Sumter  fell,  but  whether  by  fire  or  by  a  ball  from 
our  batteries  did  not  then  api^ear-.    It  was  certain  the  colors  were  not 
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hauled  down.  I  became  certain  afterwards,  on  a  visit  to  Fort  Sumter, 
that  the  flagstaff  was  shot  away,  for  it  bore  the  marks  of  many  balls. 
Only  two  shots  were  fired  from  om^  batteries  on  this  island  after  the  flag 
fell.  I  suspended  the  firing,  however,  and  on  a  consultation  with  Ex- 
Governor  Manning,  Colonel  Ohesnut,  and  Colonel  Wigfall,  members  of 
your  staff,  I  sent  Colonel  Wigfall,  accompanied  by  Private  Gourdin 
Young,  of  Palmetto  Guard,  with  a  white  flag  to  Port  Sumter  to  inform 
Major  Anderson  that  I  observed  his  flag  was  down,  and  to  inquire  whether 
he  would  surrender  to  you.  Colonel  Wigfall,  with  great  gallantry  and 
his  accustomed  indifference  to  danger,  accompanied  as  I  have  mentioned, 
proceeded  in  a  boat  in  the  midst  of  the  continued  fire  from  our  batteries 
other  than  at  this  island.  Before  he  reached  Fort  Sumter  I  distinctly 
saw  the  flag  of  Fort  Sumter  flying  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  fortress, 
but  very  much  masked  by  the  gable  of  the  quarters  and  the  smoke  and 
flame.  It  was  too  late  to  recall  Colonel  Wigfall,  and  he  accomplished 
Ills  mission.  Soon  after  he  reached  the  fortress  a  white  flag  was  sub- 
stituted for  that  lately  put  up,  and  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides.  The 
firing  of  Fort  Sumter  had  continued  after  the  flag  had  fallen. 

At  2.15  p.  m.  Colonel  Wigfall  returned  and  announced  that  Major 
Anderson  surrendered  unconditionally  to  Brigadier-General  Beauregard, 
of  the  C.  S.  Army.  The  announcement  was  received  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm,  and  Colonel  Wigfall  and  Private  Young  were  borne  from 
the  boat  in  triumph  by  the  troops.  Colonel  Wigfall,  accompanied  by 
Ex-Governor  Manning,  Colonel  Chesnut,  and  Captain  Chisolm  of  your 
staft^  then  proceeded  to  report  to  you. 

In  the  afternoon,  before  sundown,  a  boat  from  the  fleet  was  brought 
to  by  a  shot  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lamar's  battery,  and  landed 
Lieutenant  Marcy,  U.  S.  Navy.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  give  him  per- 
mission to  go  to  Fort  Moultrie  to  inquire  whether  Major  Anderson  had 
surrendered,  and  whether  he  and  his  command  could  be  taken  out  of  the 
harbor  by  a  vessel  of  the  fleet,  or  a  merchant  vessel  with  them,  or  by 
their  boats.  I  replied  that  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  Fort 
Moultrie  to  learn  whether  Major  Anderson  had  surrendered,  I  could, 
and  did,  give  him  the  information,  and  so  far  as  the  removal  of  Major 
Anderson's  command  out  of  the  hai-bor  was  concerned,  we  could  furnish 
the  requisite  transportation,  but  that  the  commanding  general  of  our 
army  was  at  hand,  and  that  he  would  be  communicated  with,  and  that 
Lieutenant  Marcy  could  have  the  answer  at  9  a.  m.  the  next  day,  at 
the  same  place.  I  sent  Capt.  Ben.  Allston  to  you  before  dark  with  a 
dispatch  to  this  effect,  under  the  signature  of  Major  Whiting.  Subse- 
quent events  were  managed  by  yourself  or  under  your  direction  and 
control. 

Besides  the  batteries  actively  engaged  in  the  action,  I  cannot  too 
highly  commend  the  other  batteries  on  the  channel.  The  untiring  zeal, 
watchfulness,  and  eagerness  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  commands  to 
participate  in  the  defense  of  their  country  must  fill  the  hearts  of  their 
fellow-citizens  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude  and  pride. 

I  felt  constrained  to  refuse  permission  to  Capt.  A.  J.  Green,  of  Colum- 
bia Artillery,  and  his  gallant  corps  to  open  fire  on  Fort  Sumter,  although 
he  solicited  permission  to  participate  in  the  contest.  Whilst  the  credit 
of  the  battle  will  necessarily  be  more  permanently  associated  with  those 
who  managed  the  instruments  of  warfare,  I  cannot  conclude  this  report 
without  inviting  your  attention  to  the  infantry.  In  the  midst  of  the 
greatest  exposure  to  the  most  inclement  weather,  many  hundreds  biv- 
ouacking in  the  open  air  without  any  covering,  many  more  sheltered  by 
wide  burrows  in  the  sandhills,  not  a  nnirmur  of  comj^laint  escaped 
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during  the  thirty-three  hours  of  the  couflict;  but  with  steady  gaze  on 
the  fleet,  which  'was  ranged  outside  the  harbor,  phiiuly  visible  to  the 
naked  eye,  they  were  ready  to  resist  any  hostile  demonstration  and 
repulse  the  invader,  whilst  their  brave  comrades  of  the  batteries  were 
engaged  in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  strong  fortress  in  our  harbor. 
Commendation  from  one  like  myself,  entitled  from  my  education  and 
training  to  no  military  consideration,  is  only  valuable  because  it  is 
honest  and  sincere. 

In  this  sense  you  will  permit  me,  general,  to  thank  you  for  the  assist- 
ants which  your  wisdom  and  kindness  assigned  to  aid  me  in  my  difficult 
and  trying  position.  I  aui  almost  unwilling  to  distinguish  between 
them,  but  the  genius  and  the  highest  order  of  intellectual  culture  of 
Major  Whiting,  joined  to  his  indefatigable  and  untiriDg  energy,  sleep- 
lessly  exercised  both  night  and  day,  have  entitled  him  at  my  hands  to 
the  most  grateful  eulogium. 

Claiming  no  credit  for  myself,  but  only  the  desire  to  serve  my  country, 
I  will  urgently  pray  you,  general,  to  pardon  in  myself  all  deficiencies 
which  the  newness  of  my  situation  and  the  suddenness  of  my  assuming 
this  post  may  have  caused  me  to  develop. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SIMONS, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

Brigadier-General  Beaureoard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Forces  C.  ^.,  Charleston, 


No.  11. 


Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  R.  S.  Ripley,  South  Carolina  Army,  commanding 

Artillery, 

Headquarters  Artillery, 
Sullivan^ s  Island,  Fort  Moultrie,  April  16,  1861. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  11th 
instant,  at  9J  o'clock,  the  batteries  under  my  command  were  supplied 
and  manned,  the  furnace  heated,  and  all  was  ready  for  action  either 
against  a  fleet  or  Fort  Sumter.    They  were  the  following : 

The  five-gun  battery,  ^ast  of  Curlew  ground,  under  Captain  Tupper, 
of  the  Vigilant  Eifles. 

The  Maffitt  channel  battery,  two  guns,  and  mortar-battery  No.  2,  two 
10-inch  mortars,  under  Captain  Butler,  of  the  Infantry. 

Fort  Moultrie,  which  was  my  headquarters,  thirty  guns,  under  Capt. 
W.  E.  Calhoun,  of  the  Artillery,  assistant  commandant  of  batteries ; 
First  Lieuts.  Thomas  Wagner  and  Alfred  Ehett,  Artillery,  commanding 
Channel  and  Sumter  batteries. 

Mortar-battery  No.  1,  two  10-inch  mortars. 

The  enfilade  battery,  four  guns,  under  Capt.  J.  H.  Hallonquist,  Ar- 
tillery, assistant  commandant  of  batteries,  and  Lieutenants  Flemming, 
Artillery,  and  Valentine,  Infantry. 

The  Point  battery,  one  9-inch  Dahlgren  gun,  and  the  floating  battery, 
four  guns,  under  Capt.  J.  E.  Hamilton  and  First  Lieutenant  Yates,  of 
the  Artillery,  and  the  Mount  Pleasant  battery,  two  10-inch  mortars,  under 
Capt.  Eobert  Martin,  of  the  Infantry. 

Of  these  three  8-inch  columbiads,  two  32-pounders,  and  six  24*pounders 
in  Fort  Moultrie ;  two  24-pounders  and  two  32-i)ouiiders  in  the  enfilade 
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battery ;  one  9-incli  Dahlgren  gun,  two  32-pouuders,  two  42-i)ounders  at 
the  Point  and  on  board  the  floating  battery,  and  the  six  1 0-inch  ciortars 
bore  upon  Fort  Sumter. 

A  strict  watch  was  kept  all  night,  but  no  attempt  to  send  re-enforce- 
ments into  Fort  Sumter  was  observed.  At  4J  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th  a  shell  was  seen  from  the  batteries  of  Fort  Johnson,  and  in 
accordance  with  orders  the  signal  for  general  action  was  made  at  once. 
The  commands  went  quickly  and  quietly  to  their  posts,  and  very  soon 
every  battery  bearing  upon  the  fort  had  commenced.  As  it  was  still 
dark  the  firing  was  very  slow,  but  after  dawn  the  direct  fire  was  quick- 
ened, until  every  gun  which  bore  upon  Sumter  was  in  quick  operation, 
and  this  was  continued  at  the  regular  intervals  presented  throughout 
the  day.  The  enemy  at  first  only  replied  to  the  Oummings  Point  bat- 
teries, but  in  a  short  time  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  Point  and  floating 
batteries  of  this  command  with  great  precision.  Shortly  afterward  he 
commenced  firing  on  the  enfilade  batteries,  but  did  not  open  upon  Fort 
Moultrie. 

At  about  8  o'clock  I  visited  the  batteries  to  the  west  of  this  fort,  and 
noticed  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men.  Lieutenants 
Blanding  and  Flemmiug,  of  the  Artillery,  at  mortar  battery  ^o,  1,  and 
Lieutenants  Valentine  and  Burnet,  of  the  Infantry,  at  the  enfilade  bat- 
tery, were  promptly  and  energetically  performing  their  duties.  Captain 
Hallonquist  was  directing  his  fire  to  enfilade  and  drive  the  enemy  from 
his  parapet.  At  the  Point  battery  Capt.  J.  E.  Hamilton  was  firing  with 
great  precision  and  skill,  and  from  his  battery  I  noticed  First  Lieuten- 
ants Yates  and  Harleston  on  board  the  floating  battery  working  their 
guns  with  all  the  rapidity  which  the  order  of  firing  permitted.  I  next 
visited  Captain  Butler's  mortar  battery,  which  he  was  working  ener- 
getically. 

Fort  Sumter  opened  upon  Fort  Moultrie  about  8.30  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  from  that  time  a  steady  and  continuous  fire  was  kept  up 
on  us  from  his  casemate  32-pounders  and  42-pounders  throughout  the 
day.  This  was  replied  to  by  the  nine  guns  of  the  Sumter  battery  of  this 
fort,  under  Lieutenants  Ehett  and  Mitchell,  and  two  guns  of  the  obUque 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Parker,  until  9  a.  m.,  when  Lieutenant  Rhett's 
command  was  relieved  by  the  detachment  of  Company  A,  under  Lieu- 
tenants Wagner,  Preston,  and  Sitgreaves. 

Captain  Calhoun  arranged  the  reliefs,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  Com- 
panies A,  B,  and  D  worked  the  Sumter  battery  of  this  fort  alternately 
until  evening.  During  this  time  Captain  Calhoun  kept  his  channel  guns 
manned  and  ready  for  action  against  the  fleet,  which  was  confidently 
expected  to  attempt  an  entrance.  At  different  times  during  the  after- 
noon five  hot  shot  were  fired  upon  the  quarters  at  Fort  Sumter.  I  have 
learned  that  they  were  thrice  set  on  fire.  Meantime  the  enemy's  shot 
had  told  with  great  eftect  upon  the  quarters  of  Fort  Moultrie,  continually 
perforating  and  breaking  them  up ;  but  our  defenses  were  strong,  the 
merlons  and  traverses  heavy  and  well  secured,  and  no  material  damage 
was  done  to  our  defenses,  although  the  principal  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
directed  on  this  fort  during  the  whole  of  the  afternoon.  The  direct  fire 
ceased  with  the  light,  but  the  mortars  kept  up  the  bombardment  at  the 
prescribed  intervals. 

The  night  set  in  dark  and  rainy,  and  it  was  feared  that  the  enemy 
would  certainly  attempt  to  re-enforce.  All  the  batteries  on  the  island 
were  visited,  and  especial  vigilance  enjoined.  The  channel  batteries 
were  kept  manned,  the  various  enfilading  guns  were  all  in  readiness  to 
sweep  the  faces  and  landings  at  Fort  Sumter,  and  the  mortar  batteries 
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to  redouble  their  fire  upon  an  alarm.  The  night  passed  away  with  one 
alerte,  during  which  the  mortar  practice  was  increased  in  rapidity  for  a 
short  time,  and  a  few  shots  were  fired  from  the  different  batteries ;  but 
it  becoming  apparent  that  the  alarm  was  groundless  the  vertical  fire 
was  resumed,  according  to  orders,  and  kept  up  until  the  day  dawned. 

Believing  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  fleet  outside  would  permit 
the  cannonade  to  proceed  without  an  attempt  to  re-enforce  during  the 
day,  and  the  men  of  my  command  having  been  exposed  to  a  pelting  rain 
during  the  night,  and  feeling  confident  that  we  had  perfect  command  of 
the  enemy's  parapet,  it  had  been  determined  to  fire  but  two  or  three 
guns  from  the  Sumter  battery  of  Fort  Moultrie,  and,  while  keeping  up 
a  brisk  mortar  practice  and  fire  from  the  enfilade  battery,  to  save  the 
ammunition  of  the  Point  and  floating  batteries  to  repel  an  attempt  to 
re-enforce.  Orders  were  given  to  such  effect,  and  the  two  guns  were 
opened  from  the  Sumter  battery  of  this  fort,  the  other  batteries  firing 
in  order.  Fort  Sumter  opened  early  and  spitefully,  and  paid  especial 
attention  to  Fort  Moultrie — almost  every  shot  grazing  the  crest  of  the 
parapet,  and  crashing  through  the  quarters.  Our  defenses  were  still 
uninjured  and  our  losses  trifling. 

Finding  that  I  could  spare  men  and  still  keep  the  channel  battery 
manned,  the  fire  was  somewhat  increased,  until  about  9  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  smoke  was  seen  to  issue  from  the  roof  of  the  quar- 
ters of  Fort  Sumter,  and  it  was  evident  that  a  conflagration  had  com- 
menced. The  entire  Sumter  battery  of  Fort  Moultrie  was  manned  at 
once,  and  worked  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  officers  and  men  vieing  in 
their  energy.  Captain  Calhoun,  First  Lieutenants  Wagner,  Ehett,  and 
Preston,  Second  Lieutenants  Sitgreaves,  Mitchell,  and  Parker,  of  the 
Artillery,  and  Mr.  F.  D.  Blake,  acting  engineer,  all  superintended  the 
working  of  the  guns,  which  were  manned  by  detachments  from  Com- 
pany B,  relieved  at  times  by  detachments  from  Company  A,  with  a  skill, 
and  precision  rarely  excelled.  Indeed,  I  doubt  whether  an  artillery  fire 
at  such  a  distance  with  ordinary  guns  has  ever  equaled  it  in  precision. 
The  shot,  both  hot  and  cold,  crashed  into  the  quarters  of  Fort  Sumter 
and  along  the  parapet,  rendering  the  extinction  of  the  flames  difficult, 
and  lighting  up  new  places  to  windward.  It  became  evident  soon  that 
the  enemy  was  worsted,  but  to  insure  the  result  orders  were  passed  to 
each  of  the  batteries  to  redouble  their  fire. 

Captain  Hamilton,  Captain  Hallonquist,  and  Lieutenants  Yates  and 
Valentine  had  anticipated  the  order,  and  Captain  Butler  soon  increased 
the  rapidity  of  his  mortar  practice ;  nevertheless  from  his  casemates  the 
enemy  still  poured  shot  thick  and  fast  upon  Fort  Moultrie  until  about 
12.45  p.  m.,  when  his  flagstaff  was  cut  away,  and  it  slackened.  The 
thick  and  stifling  smoke  arising  from  the  ruins  of  his  buildings  told 
13lainly  that  the  time  for  surrender  had  nearly  come.  Nevertheless  he 
hoisted  a  new  flag  over  the  crest  of  his  parapet,  and  our  fire,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  cease  when  his  flagstaff  fell,  was  reopened  with  all  the 
vigor  we  could  command.  The  smoke  still  poured  out  of  the  ruins,  and 
the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  having  slackened  again  the  order  was  again 
given  to  cease,  but  upon  his  recommencing  we  reoi3ened. 

While  the  enemy's  flag  was  still  flying  and  he  was  still  firing  upon 
us,  a  boat  was  observed  to  leave  Cummings  Point  and  pull  towards 
Fort  Sumter.  By  my  order  a  shot  was  sent  ahead  of  it,  but  it  con- 
tinued on  and  landed. 

At  1.15  p.  m.,  a  white  flag  having  been  hoisted  alongside  the  United 
States  ensign,  the  firing  ceased.  Brigadier-General  Dunovant,  who  was 
present  in  Fort  Moultrie,  immediately  sent  Captain  Hartsteue,  C.  S.  K., 
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Captain  Calhoun,  and  Surgeon  Lynch,  C.  S.  N.,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  sui render  was  made,  and  to  tender  assistance.  Upon  their  arrival 
they  found  that  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general  had  just  preceded 
them. 

It  is  hard  to  say  whether  any  distinction  can  be  made  in  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  From  the  senior  captain 
to  the  prisoner  turned  out  of  the  guard-house  just  before  the  action  all 
did  their  duty.  The  conduct  of  several  came  under  my  special  notice, 
and  I  mention  them  accordingly.  Captains  Calhoun  and  Hallonquist, 
assistants  to  commandant  of  batteries;  Capt.  J.  E.  Hamilton,  First  Lieu- 
tenants Wagner,  Ehett,  and  Yates,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Flemming, 
of  the  Artillery,  and  Captain  Butler  and  Lieutenant  Valentine,  of  the 
Infantry,  were  all  in  command  of  batteries,  and  deserve  especial  men- 
tion. In  addition  to  the  officers  whose  names  ai)pear  in  the  report  abt>ve 
I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  conduct  of  the  engineer  and  assistants. 
First  Lieutenant  Earle,  and  Messrs.  F.  D.  Blake  and  J.  E.  IsTash,  volun- 
teers, acting. 

'No  repairs  being  needed  for  the  defenses,  these  gentlemen  acted  as 
staff  and  lookout  officers,  and  were  very  efficient.  Lieut.  T.  S.  Fayssoux, 
of  the  Cavalry,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  acted  well  in  the 
same  capacity.  Capt.  C.  F.  Middleton,  an  old  resident  of  Sullivan's 
Island,  remained  with  his  family  during  the  cannonade,  and  was  espe- 
cially useful.  All  of  these  gentlemen  were  active  and  prompt  in  com- 
municating orders  and  doing  whatever  duty  devolved  upon  them. 

Surg.  Arthur  Lynch,  C.  S.  K.,  and  Assist.  Surg.  Walter  Taylor,  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  the  permanent  surgeons  of  the  post,  had  made  every 
preparation  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  would  have  been  as- 
sisted by  Drs.  Eaoul,  Barnwell,  and  Porcher,  who  volunteered,  but  for- 
tunately our  casualties  were  so  few  that  their  services  as  surgeons  were 
needless.  They  acted  as  staff  officers.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Aldrich  was  pres- 
ent during  the  cannonade.  Dr.  Maddox  acted  as  surgeon  at  mortar  bat- 
tery No.  1,  and  Drs.  Daviga  and  Logan  at  the  Point  and  on  board  the 
floating  battery.  Mr.  John  Wells,  of  South  Carolina,  acted  as  an  ord- 
nance officer  at  the  Point  battery  under  Captain  Hamilton. 

Our  escape  with  only  four  slight  casualties  I  conceive  to  be  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  strength  of  our  defenses,  the  material  of  which  had 
been  furnished  under  the  direction  of  Maj.  Walter  Gwynn,  chief  engi- 
neer, in  large  quantities  since  the  1st  of  January  last.  Major  Gwynn 
had  also  given  his  personal  supervision  to  the  construction  of  several  of 
the  works.  The  batteries  exterior  to  the  fort  and  many  of  the  works 
adjacent  were  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Trapier,  whose 
accomplishments  as  an  engineer  are  well  known,  and  certainly  are  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  garrison  works  constructed  by  him. 

Several  times  during  the  action  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  brig- 
adier-general commanding,  and  of  receiving  valuable  assistance  from 
Captain  Bruns  and  other  officers  of  the  staff.  I  wish  to  draw  particular 
and  special  attention  to  the  valuable  services  of  Messrs.  John  Henery 
and  Charles  Scanlan,  acting  military  storekeepers,  who  have  been  on  duty 
with  my  command  since  January  last.  These  gentlemen  have  given 
every  attention  to  their  duty,  and  to  them  is  due,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  high  state  of  efficiency  of  our  guns  and  ordnance.  They  were  indis- 
pensable during  the  action. 

The  Ordnance  Department  deserves  and  has  my  thanks  for  the  mate- 
terial  furnished  under  so  many  adverse  circumstances  since  the  1st  of 
January  last. 

Among  other  volunteers,  Maj.  John  Dunovant,  of  the  Infantry,  came 
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to  Fort  Moultrie  early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  was  present  dur- 
ing the  action,  doing  all  that  lay  in  his  power. 

1  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  the  commissioned  battalion  staff  dur- 
ing the  cannonade.  First  Lieut.  James  Hamilton,  adjutant,  was  absent 
sick  on  the  11th  instant,  but  hearing  of  the  probability  of  an  engagement, 
left  his  bed  and  came  to  report  for  duty.  He  remained  until  some  time 
after  the  action,  when  it  was  evident  that  his  strength  was  gone.  Lieu- 
tenant Yates,  battalion  quartermaster,  preferred  the  command  of  the 
floating  battery,  and  I  excused  him  from  staff  duty. 

Lieut.  Col.  Hatch,  quartermaster-general,  had  made  preparations  for 
the  extinguishment  of  fires.  Mr.  Prioleau  Eavenel  was  present  with  the 
engines  and  a  body  of  men  to  put  them  out  should  they  occur.  We  were 
fortunate,  and  he  did  what  duty  he  was  called  on  to  perform. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  return  of  the  few  wounded,  a  statement 
of  shot  fired,  and  such  reports  from  commanding  officers  as  I  have  re- 
ceived. To  them  I  beg  to  refer  for  the  names  of  meritorious  individuals 
not  mentioned  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  EIPLEY, 
TJeutenant- Colonel  of  Artillery^  Commanding, 


Return  of  shot  and  shell  fired  from  the  latteries  of  Fort  Moultrie,  Stillivan^s  Island,  and 
Mount  Pleasant,  commanded  hy  Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Eipley,  Artill&ry,  South  Carolina  Army, 
during  the  cannonade  and  homhardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  April  12  and  13,  1861. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.   Wilmot   G.  Be  Saiissure,  South  Carolina  Army, 

commanding  Artillery. 

Headquarters  Battalion  of  Artillery, 

Morris  Island^  April  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  Maj.  P.  F. 
Stevens,  of  the  Citadel  Academy,  assigned  under  Special  Orders  No.  8, 
from  Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  to  the  Iron  and  Point  batteries 
at  this  post,  of  Capt.  George  B.  Outhbert,  commanding  Palmetto  Guard, 
by  which  corps  the  above  batteries  were  manned,  and  of  Capt.  J.  G. 
King,  commanding  Marion  Artillery,  by  which  corps  the  Trapier  battery 
was  manned.  These  several  reports  contain  the  events  connected  with 
the  bombardment  and  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  on  Friday, 
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12th,  and  Saturday,  13th  instants,  so  far  as  the  above-named  batterievS 
and  corps  were  engaged. 

An  unavoidable  delay  in  obtaining  these  reports  has  prevented  me 
from  earlier  reporting  to  you.  From  the  day  on  which  supplies  were 
cut  off  from  Fort  Sumter,  on  Sunday,  7th  April,  instant,  the  vigilance 
which  had  watched  over  the  channel  unceasingly  was,  if  possible,  in- 
creased, in  order  to  prevent  re-enforcement  of  men  or  supplies  to  the 
beleaguered  fortress.  On  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  11th  April,  instant, 
I  was  notified  that  at  a  given  signal  the  bombardment  would  commence, 
and  that  the  signal  might  be  looked  for  about  8  p.  m.  Shortly  before 
that  time  the  Trapier,  Iron,  and  Point  batteries  were  manned,  the  maga- 
zines opened,  and  the  signal  awaited. 

After  keeping  the  men  at  the  batteries  until  nearly  10  p.  m.  they  were 
dismissed  to  their  respective  quarters,  but  warned  to  turn  out  imme- 
diately upon  the  signal  being  given.  At  4.30  a.  m.  of  Friday,  12th  April, 
instant,  the  signal  being  given,  the  batteries  were  promptly  manned, 
and  agreeably  to  the  instructions  furnished  me  for  the  firiug  of  the  mor- 
tars, the  tire  was  opened  on  Fort  Sumter  from  the  Trapier  battery  and 
succeeded  by  the  Point  battery.  The  fire  from  this  post  was  commenced 
at  4.48  a.  m.  and  continued  from  the  mortar  batteries  at  the  i^rescribed 
intervals  until  past  2  p.  m.,  when,  under  orders  from  Headquarters  Pro- 
•  visional  Forces,  the  intervals  were  doubled.  Shortly  after  5  a.  m.,  and 
when  the  early  dawn  enabled  the  guns  to  be  properly  worked,  the  fire 
was  commenced  from  the  three  8-inch  columbiads  in  the  Iron  battery 
and  the  two  42-pounders  in  the  Point  battery.  From  the  embrasures  of 
the  latter  the  masks  had  been  removed  during  the  night  of  Thursday, 
and  also  from  the  rifled  cannon  in  position  in  the  Point  battery. 

Under  my  instructions  the  fire  from  the  columbiads  and  42-pounders 
was  at  the  rate  of  four  shot  from  each  gun  per  hour.  This  interval  was 
taken  with  the  purpose  of  not  overheating  the  guns,  of  not  overfatiguing 
the  men,  and  that  the  firing,  being  conducted  with  great  deliberation, 
should  be  accurate.  The  desired  purpose  was,  I  believe,  attained.  The 
guns  were  chiefly  directed  to  driving  the  men  from  the  barbette  guns  of 
Fort  Sumter  and  to  dismount  as  many  guns  as  possible,  and  also  to 
drive  the  men  from  the  casemate  guns  bearing  upon  this  post.  Shortly 
after  7  a.  m.  of  Friday,  the  12th  instant,  the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  was 
opened  on  this  post,  and  for  a  considerable  time  was  more  directed  here 
than  to  any  other  point  around  the  harbor.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  shot  were  fired  at  the  Iron  battery,  thirteen  Of  which  struck  it.  I 
am  unable  to  report  the  number  fired  at  the  Point  and  Trapier  batteries, 
or  at  the  island  and  cantonments  generally,  but  for  a  space  of  over  two 
hours  on  Friday  a  duel  was  kept  up  between  the  Point  battery  and  Fort 
Sumter,  gun  answering  gun  during  that  time.  The  fire  from  the  guns 
was  continued  until  dark.  The  mortar  fire  was  continued  both  day  and 
night. 

On  Saturday  morning,  13th  April  instant,  a  little  before  7  a.  m.,  the 
tour  of  the  mortars  at  this  post  having  come  round,  the  mortars  were 
discharged  at  the  appointed  intervals,  and  shortly  afterwards  smoke  was 
seen  issuing  from  the  officers^  quarters  at  Fort  Sumter.  The  smoke  in- 
creased until  about  8  a.  m.,  when  the  flames  burst  forth.  I  believe  the 
fire  was  communicated  from  a  shell  thrown  either  by  the  right  mortar 
in  the  Trapier  battery,  or  the  left  mortar  in  the  Point  battery  j  the  sheUs 
from  these  two  mortars  fell  at  or  about  the  same  place  on  the  roof  of  the 
officers'  quarters,  and  at  that  time  the  smoke  was  first  observed  from 
this  post.  Upon  the  flames  bursting  out  the  rapidity  of  the  fire  was  in- 
creased, in  order  to  spread  the  flames.     Shortly  before  10  a.  m.  Captain 
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King  was  instructed  to  drop  a  shell  on  the  southern  end  of  the  eastern 
barracks,  in  order  to  communicate  the  fire  also  to  it,  afid  his  fifth  shell 
passing  through  the  roof  at  the  designated  point  the  fire  was  spread. 
The  fire  from  this  post  was  then  reduced  to  the  regular  intervals,  and 
so  continued  until  1.30  p.  m.,  at  which  time,  the  flagstaff*  at  Fort  Sum- 
ter being  shot  away,  the  fire  from  this  point  was  ordered  to  cease  until 
opportunity  was  given  to  Major  Anderson  either  to  replace  his  flag,  or 
by  not  replacing  it  signify  a  readiness  to  treat.  The  replacement  of  his 
flag  was  not  seen  from  this  post,  and  the  fire  consequently  not  resumed. 
The  subsequent  events  are  matters  falling  under  your  own  orders. 

The  several  reports  herewith  transmitted  speak  more  fully  of  indi- 
vidual acts  of  gallantry  than  my  own  position  would  enable  me  to  do. 
Of  the  gallantry  of  the  troops  engaged  in  the  action,  and  of  their  per- 
fect subordination,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high.  Few,  if  any,  had 
ever  before  been  under  fire,  and  yet  the  entire  coolness  with  which  the 
guns  were  worked,  and  the  accuracy  of  fire,  would  have  reflected 
credit  upon  veterans.  The  Trapier  battery  of  three  mortars  was  manned 
by  a  portion  of  the  Marion  Artillery,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  J. 
Gadsden  King,  and  the  immediate  direction  of  the  battery  assigned  by 
him  to  Lieuts.  W.  D.  H.  Kirkwood  and  Edward  L.  Parker.  The  fire 
from  these  mortars  appeared  to  me  to  be  particularly  good,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  shells  bursting  over  Fort  Sumter  or  within  the  parade. 
The  pointing  of  the  mortars  from  this  battery  was  chiefly  done  by  Cor- 
poral McMillan  King,  jr..  Privates  J.  S.  Murdock  and  Eobert  Murdock, 
and  reflects  upon  them  very  great  credit.  The  Sumter  Guard,  Capt. 
John  Eussell,  acted  as  a  reserve  to  the  Marion  Artillery,  and  were  en- 
gaged during  a  part  of  the  bombardment  at  the  battery  and  also  during 
the  night  in  working  in  the  embrasures  at  the  Point  battery  and  in  cov- 
ering the  iron  battery  in.  part  with  sandbags.  TVhile  thus  engaged 
during  the  night  this  company  was  under  fire  from  Fort  Sumter.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  Marion  Artillery  were  on  duty  at  Battery  G,  a 
Channel  battery,  to  which  were  assigned  Lieuts.  J.  P.  Strohecker  and  A. 
M.  Huger.  The  presence  of  a  fleet  of  war  vessels  outside  the  bar  required 
that  this,  in  common  with  all  the  channel  batteries,  should  be  kept  con- 
stantly manned,  and  upon  an  alarm  excited  during  the  night  of  Friday 
by  a  small  boat  being  seen  rowing  near  the  shore,  the  preparation  of  this 
detachment  was  shown  by  a  fire  being  immediately  opened  on  the  boat. 
The  Iron  battery,  of  three  8-inch  columbiads,  and  the  Point  battery,  of 
three  mortars,  two  42-pounders,  and  one  12-pounder  rifled  cannon,  were 
manned  by  the  Palmetto  Guard,  Capt.  George  B.  Cuthbert.  These  two 
batteries  were  assigned  to  the  supervision  of  Maj.  P.  F.  Stevens.  The 
^le  from  the  Iron  battery  was  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Capt. 
George  B.  Cuthbert  and  Lieutenants  Lamb  and  Buist,  and  does  great  credit 
to  their  skillful  management.  The  battering  from  this  battery  is  very 
marked  upon  the  exterior  wall  of  Fort  Sumter,  while  the  accurate  prac- 
tice dismounted,  as  I  believe,  two  of  the  barbette  guns  on  the  eastern 
face,  and  to  a  considerable  degree  crippled  one  gun  on  the  northern  and 
one  on  the  southwestern  face. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  of  Friday  the  mantlet  to  the  embrasure  of  gun  Ko.  2 
was  crippled  by  the  lever-arm  used  in  working  it  breaking  from  a  flaw 
in  tne  iron,  and  for  some  time  this  gun  was  unable  to  be  used.  The 
mantlet  was  subsequently  j)ried  open  and  the  gun  renewed  its  fire. 
The  fire  from  the  mortar  at  the  Point  battery  was  conducted  under  the 
supervision  of  Lieut.  N.  Armstrong,  of  the  Citadel  Academy,  assisted 
by  Lieut.  C.  E.  Holmes,  of  the  Palmetto  Guard  j  and  much  praise  is  due 
to  them  for  the  accuracy  of  their  fire.    As  weU  as  I  can  judge,  this 
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battery  competes  with  the  Trapier  battery  for  the  honor  of  throwing 
into  Fort  Sumter  the  largest  number  of  shells  thrown  from  any  post  in 
the  harbor.  The  rifled  cannon  in  this  battery  was  under  the  supervision 
of  Capt.  J.  P.  Thomas,  of  the  Citadel  Academy,  and  its  accuracy  of  aim 
reflected  well  upon  the  skill  of  Captain  Thomas,  and  was  a  valuable 
auxiliary  in  driving  the  men  from  their  guns.  The  two  42-pounders 
were  managed  by  Lieut.  T.  Sumter  Brownfleld,  and  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  their  services.  Twice  on  Saturday,  13th  instant,  I  saw  the 
casemate  bearing  on  this  post  manned,  and  instructed  Lieutenant 
Brownfleld  to  drive  the  men  away,  and  in  each  case  the  shot  striking 
on  the  cheeks  of  the  embrasures  drove  the  men  away.  The  venerable 
Edmund  Euffin,  of  Virginia,  was  at  this  battery  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  bombardment,  and  by  his  enthusiasm  and  example  greatly  incited 
the  men. 

To  Maj.  P.  F.  Stevens,  of  the  Citadel  Academy,  I  but  do  justice  in 
saying  that  by  example,  by  forethought,  by  energy,  by  his  skill  much 
of  the  success  from  this  post  was  achieved.  He  is  entitled  to  most 
honorable  mention  and  to  the  highest  praise. 

To  the  companies  manning  the  channel  batteries  much  praise  is  due 
for  a  vigilance  which  never  slept,  and  through  which  everything  look- 
ing towards  a  re-enforcement  was  guarded  against.  It  was  confidently 
believed  by  me  that  the  channel  batteries  were  far  more  likely  to  be 
engaged  than  the  batteries  bearing  on  Fort  Sumter,  and  until  the  bom- 
bardment commenced  I  rested  upon  the  troops  at  these  batteries  with 
the  firm  assurance  that  they  would  permit  no  entrance  whatever  to  the 
beleaguered  fortress,  and  the  patient  vigilance  and  endurance,  the  more 
commendable  because  not  being  by  the  fortune  of  war  at  the  posts  of 
combat  on  the  12th  and  13th  instants,  when  a  hostile  fleet  lay  off  the 
harbor  and  an  hourly  conflict  was  expected,  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended. To  the  Wee  Nee  Eiflemen,  Capt.  J.  G.  Pressley,  Lieut.  A.  F. 
Warley,  and  the  detachment  of  the  Wee  IS^ee  Riflemen,  Lieutenant  Keils 
under  himj  the  Columbia  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  J.  Green  j  the  German 
Artillery,  Capt.  C.  Nohrden,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Lamar,  with 
the  volunteer  detachment  under  him,  I  desire  to  pay  the  highest  com- 
mendation for  a  vigilance  unsleeping  and  untiring.  The  gallant  bearing 
of  these  troops  while  standing  as  silent  spectators  of  the  bombardment 
evinces  that  if  it  had  been  their  good  fortune  to  have  been  actively 
engaged  they  would  have  rendered  for  themselves  a  faithful  account. 

Without  invidious  distinction  I  desire  particularly  to  call  to  your  at- 
tention the  services  of  the  Columbia  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  J.  Green,  which 
has  been  on  duty  unrelieved  since  1st  January  last,  and  of  the  German 
Artillery,  Capt.  C.  Nohrden,  which,  with  but  short  relief,  has  been  on 
duty  since  27th  December  last.  To  Captain  Green,  as  the  company 
longest  in  service,  was  given  the  choice  of  the  batteries,  and  with  char- 
acteristic gallantry  he  chose  the  post  which  he  believed  certain  of  action. 

The  course  of  circumstances  deprived  himself  and  his  brother  com- 
manders of  the  channel  batteries  from  joining  in  the  engagement,  while 
it  afforded  to  their  equally  gallant  but  more  fortunate  brother  com- 
manders of  the  Point  batteries  the  opportunity  of  being  engaged.  All 
were  ready  and  all  were  gallant,  and  I  desire  to  speak  thus  in  justice 
to  all.  To  the  valuable  services  of  Sergeant  Hamilton  and  Privates 
Bugard,  McCaa,  Brooks,  and  Riley,  of  the  Columbia  Artillery,  ren- 
dered at  the  Iron  battery  in  endeavoring  to  repair  the  injured  mantelet 
and  lever-arm,  I  ask  leave  to  call  attention.  I  also  desire  to  mention 
with  great  commendation  the  valuable  services  rendered  me  by  Capt. 
F.  D.  Lee,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assigned  by  you  as  a  part  of  my  staff, 
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and  to  whose  admirable  field  works  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded ; 
also  to  Lieut.  J.  Eavenel  Macbeth,  my  adjutant,  and  to  Capts.  J.  Jones 
and  F.  L.  Childs,  assistant  commandants  of  batteries,  I  desire  to  call 
attention  for  gallantry  and  cool  determination  in  the  extension  of  orders 
and  for  valuable  suggestions  during  the  engagement.  To  Capt.  P.  Ger- 
v^ais  Eobinson,  M.  D.,  Lieut.  E.  F.  Michel,  Si.  D.,  my  medical  staff,  and 
to  Drs.  F.  T.  Miles  and  F.,L.  Parker,  who  kindly  volunteered  their 
services  as  surgeons,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  thought  and  care 
with  which  they  had  prepared  for  the  casualties  of  battle.  They 
were  respectively  assigned  to  the  several  batteries,  and  during  the 
entire  engagement  remained  at  the  posts  to  which  so  assigned,  l^o 
casualties,  I  am  glad  to  say,  required  their  presence;  but  I  am  not 
the  less  indebted  to  them,  and  ask  that  they  may  be  mentioned  with 
the  honor  to  which  they  are  so  justly  entitled.  To  Lieut.  John  Eut- 
ledge,  inspector  of  ordnance,  and  to  Lieut.  L.  G.  Williams,  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  with  his  valuable  sergeants,  M.  E.  Eooney  and  E. 
W.  Fuller  (the  latter  of  whom  was  specially  detached  from  the  Columbia 
Artillery),  I  ask  to  call  your  particular  attention.  To  the  batteries  under 
my  command  their  services  were  invaluable,  and  to  them  1  owe,  in  a 
very  high  degree,  the  efficiency  of  their  fire. 

Desiring  through  you,  sir,  to  express  to  the  commanding  general  of 
the  Provisional  Forces  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  soldierly  deport- 
ment and  bearing  and  with  the  efficient  services  rendered,  as  I  believe, 
by  the  troops  under  my  command, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILMOT  G.  De  SAUSSUEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J  Commanding  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  Simons, 

Commanding  Morris  Island, 


No.  13. 

Ee;ports  of  Maj,  P.  F,  Stevens,  commanding  Point  and  Iron  batteries, 

CuMMiNGS  Point,  Morris  Island, 

JLj)HU3, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning,  about 
4  o'clock,  a  shell  having  been  fired  from  Fort  Johnson,  according  to 
instructions  I  manned  my  batteries,  and,  following  Captain  King's  bat- 
tery, opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  from  the  mortar  battery,  which  was 
continued  unabatedly  night  and  day  until  the  order  was  to-day  given 
to  cease  firing.  The  Iron  battery  and  the  42-pounder  batteries  opened 
their  fire  during  all  yesterday,  and  once  during  last  night,  when  an 
alarm  was  given  that  re-enforcements  were  endeavoring  to  enter  the  fort. 
At  5  o'clock  this  morning  the  fire  was  resumed  from  the  Iron  and  42- 
pounder  batteries,  in  conjunction  with  the  fire  of  the  mortar  battery. 

At  about  7.30  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  in  charge  of  the  mortar 
battery,  reported  to  me  that  he  had  thrown  a  shell  which  broke  into 
the  roof  of  Fort  Sumter  about  the  southwest  angle  and  exploded 
therein.  He  immediately  pointed  out  the  spot,  from  which  the  smoke 
of  the  explosion  had  not  yet  ceased  to  issue.  The  sm.oke  from  this 
point  continued  to  arise  and  increase  in  volume,  until  about  8  o'clock 
the  flame  broke  out,  and  soon  enveloped  the  south  roof.  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  my  batteries  to  quicken  their  fire,  and  a  rapid  volley  was 
poured  from  all  my  batteries  (mortars  and  heavy  guns)  for  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour.    I  think  the  fire  from  every  battery  under  my 
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command  was  most  ably  directed,  and  contributed  greatly  to  increase 
and  spread  the  flames,  which  soon  spread  from  roof  to  roof,  causing 
the  explosion  of  shells  and  hand  grenades  on  the  different  parapets  and 
greatly  injuring  the  works.  The  fire  having  partly  expended  its  fury, 
my  fire  was  slackened  by  your  order,  and  continued  very  much  at  the 
rates  prescribed  in  orders  until  about  1  o'clock,  when  the  flagstaff  of 
Fort  Sumter  fell,  seemingly  shot  away.  The  fire  was  then  stopped  by 
order  of  the  commanding  general,  and  not  resumed  from  my  batteries, 
Major  Anderson  subsequently  having  surrendered,  about  2  i).  m. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  particularize  the  individual  officers  or  men 
who  behaved  well  during  this  action ;  but  I  think  great  credit  due  to 
the  effective  fire  of  guns  directed  by  officers  and  men,  who,  with  the 
exception  of  the  officers  of  the  Military  Academy,  had  never  until  two 
or  three  weeks  since  undertaken  to  manage  artillery.  Captain  Cuth- 
bert,  of  the  Palmetto  Guard,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Buist,  had  especial 
charge  of  the  Iron  battery  with  its  three  8-inch  columbiads;  Lieutenant 
Armstrong,  of  the  South  Carolina  Military  Academy,  assisted  by  Lieut. 
E.  Holmes,  of  the  Palmetto  Guards,  had  charge  of  the  three  10-inch 
mortars  of  the  Point  battery ;  Lieut.  T.  Sumter  Brownfield,  of  the 
^' Guard,"  had  charge  of  the  42-pounders,  and  Capt.  J.  P.  Thomas,  of 
the  Citadel  Academy,  had  command  of  the  Blakely  rifled  cannon.  For 
some  two  hours  yesterday  a  heavy  fire  was  directed  against  my  bat- 
teries, but  with  very  little  effect,  and  absolutely  no  loss  of  life.  The 
Iron  battery  was  struck  several  times  with  little  damage,  the  balls 
glancing  and  making  little  impression.  Several  shot  were  split,  upon 
striking  the  same.  Early  in  the  day  one  heavy  shot  struck  the  upper 
end  of  the  shutter  of  embrasure  l^o.  2.  The  plates  of  boiler-iron  com- 
posing the  same  were  considerably  bent,  or  rather  indented,  by  the  blow, 
even  splitting  the  plate  through.  The  shot,  however,  was  completely 
turned,  and  no  real  damage  would  have  been  experienced  had  it  not 
been  for  a  flaw  in  the  lever-arm  which  maneuvered  the  shutter.  This 
lever,  to  sustain  a  heavy  weight  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  shutter,  and 
having  a  large  flaw  (not  before  seen)  just  in  the  bend  of  the  arm,  was 
broken  by  the  jar  of  the  blow.  The  shutter  was  afterwards  propped  up, 
and  the  fire  of  the  gun  continued  with  great  effect  this  morning.  The 
sand  battery  was  a  most  effectual  screen  for  the  guns  it  covered,  and  is 
absolutely  uninjured  by  the  fire  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  rifled  cannon 
being  but  limitedly  supplied  with  ammunition  could  do  little,  but  its  few 
shots  were  skillfully  directed  by  Captain  Thomas. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  share  in  this 
great  success  and  victory  to  which  the  troops  under  your  command 
are  entitled. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  F.  STEVENS, 
Major  J  Commanding  Point  and  Iron  Batteries. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Saussure, 

Commanding  Battalion  Artillery. 

Superintendent's  Office,  Citadel  Academy, 

April  18,  1861. 
Major  :  Upon  my  return  to  this  post  I  found  the  accompanying  let- 
ter, which  had  been  written  to  me  by  Capt.  G.  B.  Cuthbert  during  my 
temporary  absence  from  Morris  Island.* 
Sergeant  Bissell  did  not  exactly  "  cripple  the  gun  of  the  left  casemate,'' 

*  Not  found. 


CHAP.  I.]  OPERATIONS    IN   CHARLESTON   HARBOR,    S.    C.  49 

as  a  subsequent  examiDation  has  proven,  but  Lieutenant  Colonel  De 
Saussure  stated  to  me  that  Captain  Seymour  had  informed  him  that  our 
fire  was  so  severe  against  the  casemates  bearing  on  my  batteries  that 
the  men  were  driven  out ;  and  this  fact  is  confirmed  by  my  own  observa- 
tion— that  the  fire  from  said  casemates  ceased  about  2  o'clock  on  Fridaj', 
and  was  never  renewed,  although  on  Saturday  my  glass  showed  me  some 
men  in  one  of  the  casemates  about  to  fire,  as  I  thought.  Immediately  I 
ordered  the  two  42-pounders  and  BisselPs  64-pounder  to  fire  at  the  case- 
mate, and  the  men  within  disappeared  from  sight. 

Added  to  the  names  of  Phillips  and  Campbell  as  working  in  the  maga- 
zine, I  must  mention  McLane  and  Macbeth,  working  in  the  shell  maga- 
zine. To  my  knowledge  McLane  never  left  his  magazine  from  the  firing 
of  the  first  shell  to  the  surrender  of  the  fort.  The  captain  is  a  little  in 
error  in  attributing  the  accident  to  the  shutter  of  the  middle  gun  in  the 
Iron  battery  to  the  recoil  of  the  gun.  In  my  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
De  Saussure  you  will  find  it  correctly  attributed  to  a  shot  from  Fort 
Sumter.  I  most  cheerfully  agree  with  the  captain  in  his  praise  of  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  men  who  came  for  the  tools  and  materials  to  re- 
pair the  broken  lever,  but  I  would  not  detract  from  their  praise  in  men- 
tioning that  the  heavy  weights  of  the  shutter  and  its  counterbalance 
again  deranged  the  lever-bar,  so  that  during  Saturday's  engagements  it 
was  necessary  to  prop  up  the  shutter,  and  fire  with  it  thus  open  the 
whole  day. 

The  incident  alluded  to  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lining,  the  judge-advocate 
of  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  was  as  follows:  Mr.  Lining  was  erecting 
the  flag  of  the  Palmetto  Guard  on  the  traverse  in  rear  of  the  Iron  bat- 
tery when  the  first  shot  from  Fort  Sumter  passed  within  a  few  feet 
of  him.  The  captain,  thinkiug  the  position  too  exposed  for  the  flag, 
directed  it  to  be  transferred  to  the  traverse  on  the  right  (at  least  that 
is  my  impression).  Certainly  Mr.  Lining  removed  the  flag,  amid  the 
rush  and  hiss  of  several  balls  flying  near  him,  planted  it  securely  on  the 
traverse  to  the  right,  and  descended  amid  the  plaudits  of  his  comrades. 
In  all  respects,  save  what  I  have  here  menti  .ned,  I  fully  indorse  Captain 
Cuthbert's  communication,  and  am  obliged  to  him  for  the  facts  recalled 
to  my  memory. 

There  is  one  somewhat  remarkable  incident  which  I  beg  leave  here 
to  record.  On  Thursday  evening  our  camp  was  thrown  into  considera- 
ble excitement  by  the  report  that  the  demand  was  to  be  made  for  the 
surrender  of  the  fort,  and  when  it  was  reported  that  a  white  flag  had 
been  sent  to  Sumter  our  batteries  were  all  manned,  and  the  men  in 
eager  expectation  were  watching  the  fort.  I  was  standing  on  the 
traverse  closing  the  left  flank  of  the  Iron  battery.  A  number  of  men 
were  around  me.  Suddenly  the  United  States  flag  on  Fort  Sumter  was 
seen  to  split  in  two  distinct  parts,  dividing  from  the  front  edge  to  the 
back  just  along  the  lower  extremity  of  the  "Union."  I  remarked  to 
the  men  around  me,  "I  wonder  if  that  is  emblematical?"  Several  re- 
marked that  it  appeared  ominous.  For  several  moments  the  flag  flew 
in  this  condition,  when  it  was  hauled  down  and  another  flag  raised  in 
its  stead. 

Yery  respectfully, 

P.  F.  STEVENS, 
Major  and  Superintendent^  Citadel  Academy, 

Maj.  D.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant-  Oeneral, 

4  R  R 
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:No.  14. 

Report  of  Capt.  B.  Martin,  commanding  Mount  Pleasant  mortar  battery. 

Mount  Pleasant  Mortar  Battery, 

April  17,  1861. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  inclosed  report  of  practice 
at  battery  under  my  command.*  Probably  you  will  see  I  fired  faster 
than  ordered.  Captain  Ferguson  can  inform  you  that  Colonel  Eipley 
allowed  me  to  fire  faster.  The  officers  and  men  are  in  good  condition, 
though  much  mortified  at  not  being  noticed  by  Major  Anderson.  After 
the  forty -eighth  shot  the  fort  was  seen  to  be  on  fire,  and  the  excite- 
ment was  so  great  no  account  was  kept  of  the  shots.  I  think  we  fired 
about  ten  shells  more.  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  MAETIN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery, 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Forces  about  Charleston,  8,  C. 

P.  S. — Lieut,  r.  H.  Robertson,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  was  of  great 
use  to  me.  He  was  prompt  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  was  fully  competent  to  the  part  assigned  him  by  your  order.  I 
cannot  close  without  mentioning  the  services  of  Lieut.  George  1^.  Rey- 
nolds, of  the  Confederate  States  Army,  who  acted  as  ordnance  officer. 
He  showed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  his  duties,  and  discharged 
them  well.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  behaved  coolly,  although  under  no 
trial  but  that  of  excitement. 

I  am,  general,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

R.  MARTIN. 


No.  15. 


Report  of  Capt.  William  Butler,  commanding  mortar  battery  No.  2,  /Sulli- 
van's Island. 

Mortar  Battery  No.  2,  Sullivan's  Island, 

April  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  service  of  the 
mortars  under  my  charge  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  on 
the  12th  and  13th  instants. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  the  gunners  were  detailed  and  at  their  posts, 
the  mortar  pointed,  and  the  battery  prepared  for  immediate  action. 
The  following  morning  the  signal  for  hostilities  to  commence  being 
announced  both  from  Forts  Johnson  and  Moultrie,  we  opened  fire  from 
this  battery  upon  Fort  Sumter.  The  prescribed  intervals  for  firing  were 
observed,  until  varied  by  verbal  orders  from  the  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
manding, directing  me  to  shorten  them,  when  an  increased  rate  of  firing 
was  commenced  and  continued  until  dark. 

During  the  night  the  rate  of  firing  was  reduced  to  one  shell  in  two  to 
three  hours,  but  was  again  renewed  tlie  next  morning  at  the  increased 
rate  of  the  day  before,  and  continued  until  about  noon,  when  the  signal 
for  surrender  was  observed  and  the  firing  ceased. 

*  Omitted  a8  unimi>orfcaiit. 
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The  cliannel  battery,  though  not  called  into  use,  was  kept  manned 
and  ready  for  action.  The  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  not  at  any 
time  concentrated  in  this  direction,  was  apparently  pointed  for  the 
channel  battery,  and  did  no  damage  except  to  some  of  the  adjacent 
houses,  the  «hot  generally  passing  over  us. 

The  officers  under  my  command.  Lieutenants  Huguenin,  Mowry, 
Blocker,  Billings,  and  Eice,  rendered  efficient  assistance,  performing  the 
duties  assigned  them  with  zeal  and  coolness.  The  men  manned  the 
batteries  both  night  and  day  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness.  I  inclose 
a  summary  of  the  firing. 

I  am,  sii",  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

WM.  BUTLER, 
Adjutant,  Captain,  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Fort  Monltrie. 


No.  16. 
'Beport  of  Capt.  W.  B,  Calhoun,  commanding  Sumter  battery,  Fort  Moultrie, 

Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  April  17, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  concerning  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Sumter  on  the  12th  and  13th  instants  by  the  Sumter  battery  at  Fort 
*  Moultrie. 

The  fire  was  opened  at  4.30  by  Lieutenants  Rhett  and  Mitchell,  from 
the  second  de^tachment  of  Company  B,  Battalion  of  Artillery.  Lieu- 
tenants Wagner,  Preston,  and  Sitgreaves,  with  the  whole  of  Company 
A,  manned  the  channel  battery,  to  be  ready  to  open  fire  in  the  event  of 
the  United  States  fleet  attempting  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter,  and  Lieut. 
C.  W.  Parker,  with  three*  detachments  of  Company  D,  manned  the 
oblique  battery. 

The  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  was  kept  up  until  6  p.  m.,  with  satisfactory 
results,  by  detachments  from  Companies  A,  B,  and  D,  arranged  in 
reliefs,  as  was  considered  necessary  or  advisable.  At  6  p.  m.  the  fire 
from  the  Sumter  battery  ceased,  and  was  resumed  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  13th. 
The  fire  continued  until  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  under  the^direc- 
tion  of  Lieutenants  Wagner,  Rhett,  Preston,  Sitgreaves,  Parker,  and 
Mitchell,  and  Mr.  F.  D.  JBlake,  aiding  and  volunteering  as  lieutenant. 
All  officers  and  men  discharged  their  duties  gallantly  and  efficiently, 
and  in  a  manner  never  surpassed  under  similar  circumstances. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  R.  CALHOUN, 

Captain,  i&c, 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Ripley, 

Chief  of  Ar,tillery. 


No.  17. 


Beport  of  Copt,  «7.  H.  Hallonquist,  commanding  mortar  and  enfilading 

batteries. 

Fort  Sumter,  April  17,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following*  report  of  the 
mortar  and  enfilading  batteries  which  I  commanded  during  the  recent 
bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter : 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  day  I  considered  my  personal  atten- 
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tion  due  more  to  the  enfilading  battery  than  to  the  mortars,  I  was  chiefly 
at  the  guns  of  the  latter  [former],  but  during  the  night  I  saw  that  your 
orders  relative  to  rate  of  firing  were  carried  out.  For  a  detailed  account, 
therefore,  of  the  mortar  battery  I  would  refer  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Bruns  to  myself.  I  would  call  attention  to  the  zeal  and  energy  dis- 
played by  Captain  Bruns,  Lieutenants  Flemming  and  Blanding,  who 
worked  at  the  guns  during  the  whole  time  exposed  to  the  heavy  rains 
which  fell  on  the  morning  and  night  of  the  12th.  I  can  say  no  more 
than  that  they  performed  their  duties  as  became  South  Carolinians. 
Lieutenant  Flemming  commanded.  Sergeants  O'Grady  and  Wheat  and 
Private  Harlan,  of  Company  B,  were  also  untiring  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  enfilading  battery  opened  fire  imme- 
diately after  mortar  battery  'No  1.  Their  rate  of  firing  was  at  first  much 
more  rapid  than  that  established,  but  the  fire  was  slackened  first  to  four, 
then  to  six  and  eight,  minutes^  interval  between  each  gun.  My  princi- 
pal object  of  the  fire  from  this  battery  was  to  dismount  the  guns  on  the 
right  and  left  faces  of  Fort  Sumter  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire.  The 
battery  during  the  12th  and  the  morning  of  the  13th  was  the  recipient 
of  quite  a  heavy  fire  from  Sumter,  cMefly  from  his  32-pounders  in  case- 
mate. One  shell  from  his  barbette  battery  burst  over  the  parapet,  but 
injuring  no  one.  There  was  more  danger  from  the  splinters  of  the 
wooden  houses  near  by,  which  at  every  discharge  were  scattered  over 
the  men  at  the  guns.  At  lOJ  o'clock  on  the  12th  I  opened  a  ricochetting 
fire  on  the  western  front  of  Fort  Sumter,  as  it  was  supposed  that  re-en- 
forcements were  passing  in.  From  this  battery  six  hundred  shots  were 
fired — one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  each  gun. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  all 
the  of&cers  and  men  of  Company  K,  Infantry  Battalion.  Lieutenants 
Valentine  and  Burnet  were  always  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  moment, 
and  assisted  me  greatly  in  the  management  of  the  battery.  For  a  report 
by  name  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  I  would  respectfully 
refer  to  Lieutenant  Yalentine,  commanding  the  camp. 

Charles  Farelly,  a,  citizen  of  Charleston,  was  untiring  and  active  in 
the  performance  of  his  volunteer  duty.  I  neglected  above  to  refer  to 
the  good  conduct  of  Corporal  Smith  at  the  mortar  battery.  He  is 
reported  by  Lieutenant  Flemming,  commanding,  as  deserving  the  great- 
est praise  for  his  general  behavior  during  the  bombardment. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  HALLOI^QUIST. 

R.  S.  Ripley,  Colonel. 


No.  18. 
Report  of  Lieut  Thomas  ill.  Wagner,  commanding  channel  battery. 

Fort  Moultrie,  April  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  signal  for  the  attack  on 
Fort  Sumter  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  at  4J  o'clo<5k,  the  com- 
pany went  to  battery,  every  man  present.  Thirteen  guns  on  the  chan- 
nel battery  were  manned ;  a  detachment  of  six  men  were  placed  in  the 
magazine,  under  IMr.  Scanlon,  and  the  hot-shot  furnace  put  under 
Corporal  Marshall,  with  four  men.     Eight  detachments  relieved  Com- 
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pany  B  from  Sumter  battery  from  9  o'clock  to  11  and  from  1  to  3 
on  Friday,  and  from  12  to  the  end  of  the  firing  on  Saturday.  Detach- 
ments from  Company  A  were  engaged  during  both  days  in  supplying 
the  hot  shot  for  tbe  guns.  The  officers  were  at  Sumter  battery  during 
the  whole  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  both  men  and  officers  under  me  deserves  the  highest 
commendation.  All  behaved  so  well  that  it  would  be  invidious  to 
mention  names.  I  beg  to  ask  that  the  thanks  of  viie  officers  of  this 
command  may  be  tendered  to  Mr.  F.  Blake,  who  volunteered  to  assist 
the  officers  in  the  arduous  duties  devolving  upon  them  on  account  of  the 
smallness  of  their  numbers.  The  zeal,  ability,  and  gallantry  displayed 
by  him  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

The  men  who  were  at  the  battery  during  the  nigjit  of  the  12th  were 
exposed  to  a  violent  storm,  but  submitted  with  cheerfulness  to  all  their 
hardships.  During  the  whole  engagement  the  channel  battery  was 
manned,  ready  for  the  fleet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  WAGNEE, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  A,  Bat,  Art,  8,  G,  A. 

W.  E.  Calhoun, 

Cafptain  Company  A,  Bat.  Art.^  S.  C.  A. 


1^0.  19. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Alfred  Bhettj  commanding  detachment  Company  Bj  Bat- 
talion Artillery,  South  Carolina  Army. 

Fort  Sumter,  Ajjril  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  coolness  and 
meritorious  conduct  of  the  following  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  Company  B,  under  my  command,  displayed  during  the 
recent  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter:  Sergeants  Schafl^r  and  Edwards, 
Corporals  Fullum  and  Petti gru,  and  Privates  McGill  and  Eandall.  The 
wliole  command,  indeed,  behaved  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

ALFEED  EHETT, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Detachment  Company  B. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Eipley. 


:So.  20. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Jacob  Valentine,  commanding  enfilading  battery. 

Dear  Sir  :  According  to  General  Orders  Ko.  20  I  send  a  report  of 
the  firing  from  and  against  the  enfilade  battery  and  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  iJ^umber  of  shots  fired  from 
battery,  Oil.  The  object  of  our  firing  was  to  sweep  the  crest  of  the 
parapet,  the  roofs  of  the  quarters  within  Fort  Sumter,  to  dismount  the 
barbette  guns,  if  i)racticable,  and  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  parapet. 
The  latter  object  was  accomplished.  At  this  distance  it  is  impossible 
to  discern  accurately  the  result  of  the  firing.    The  firing  from  Fort 
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Sumter  against  our  battery  was  heavy,  but,  I  am  bappy  to  say,  ineffect- 
ual, and  resulted  in  neither  injury  to  the  battery  or  to  the  men. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  Lieut.  B.  S.  Burnet, 
who,  from  the  commencement  to  the  last,  was  steady  at  his  post,  giving 
all  necessary  orders,  and  by  his  example  gave  double  courage  to  the 
men  under  my  command.  I  would  also  mention  First  Sergeant  P. 
Cummings,  Fourth  Corporal  Gr.  Kay  5  also  Privates  Tracy,  Stewart, 
Grant,  Eawlins,  Wheehs,  Keen,  Cody,  Dwyer,  and,  indeed,  the  whole 
company,  with  but  few  exceptions,  performed  their  duty  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  favorable  mention  of  a  volunteer 
(Charles  Farelly),  who  in  the  working  of  the  guns  rendered  us  material 
service. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  YALEKTIKE, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Eyifilade  Battery, 

Col.  R.  S.  Ripley. 


1^0.  21. 

Reports  of  Capt.  G.  B.  Cutlibert^  Palmetto  Guard,  South  Carolina  Infantry, 

Palmetto  Guard  Encampment, 

Morris  Island,  April  17,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  report  which  I  now  make  I  propose  to  give  an 
account  of  the  most  jirominent  incidents  connected  with  the  batteries 
manned  by  the  Palmetto  Guard,  and  which  transpired  during  the  engage- 
ment which  took  place  on  the  12  th  and  13th  instant.  I  will  also  take 
occasion  to  mention  the  names  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  courage  and  efficiency.  In  conclusion  I  shall  render 
you  a  statement  of  the  number  of  shells  and  solid  shot  fired  from  the 
above-mentioned  batteries. 

The  mortar  battery  at  Cummings  Point  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter 
in  its  turn,  after  the  signal  shell  from  Fort  Johnson,  having  been  pre- 
ceded by  the  mortar  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  and  the  mortar  bat- 
tery of  the  Marion  Artillery. 

At  the  dawn  of  day  the  Iron  battery  commenced  its  work  of  demo- 
lition. The  first  shell  from  columbiad  ^0.  1,  fired  by  the  venerable 
Edmund  Eufifin,  of  Virginia,  burst  directly  upon  the  parapet  of  the  south- 
west angle  of  the  fort.  After  the  first  round  the  Iron  battery  continued 
firing  at  regular  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  in  accordance  with  the  orders 
of  General  Beauregard.  The  mortar  battery  continued  during  the  day 
in  the  order  prescribed. 

At  7  o'clock  a.  m.  Major  Anderson  fired  his  first  shot.  This  was 
directed  at  the  Iron  battery.  The  ball  passed  a  few  feet  above  the  upper 
bolts  of  the  shed.  The  enemy  continued  firing  at  too  great  an  elevation 
until  the  sixth  shot,  which  fell  harmlessly  upon  the  upper  portion  of  the 
shed,  between  the  embrasures  I^o.  2  and  ]N"o.  3.  At  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
columbiad  No  1  became  disabled  by  the  recoil  of  the  piece,  which  broke 
the  bolts  connecting  the  chains  with  the  epaulement.  This  damage  was 
repaired,  however,  after  the  expiration  of  an  hour.  At  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
columbiad  l^o.  2,  being  aimed  at  the  10-inch  columbiad  bearing  upon 
the  Iron  battery  from  the  parapet  of  the  southwest  angle,  was  fired  with 
such  precision  as  to  dismount  the  grim  monster.  A  few  minutes  after- 
wards the  window  of  columbiad  No.  2  was  struck  near  the  center  by  a 
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42-i)OiiiKler  yliot,  wliicli  Kliiittered  ibe  bolts  and  sciittered  tbe  fni^meuts 
betweeu  tbe  cauiioiicei'8.  Tbc  proper  working  of  tbis  window,  bowever, 
was  not  interfered  witb  by  tbis  occurrence,  but  in  a  balf  bour  after  this 
columbiad  recoiled  witb  sucb  violence  as  to  break  tbe  lever-bar  by  wbicli 
tbe  window  was  lifted.  Tbis  casualty  prevented  tbe  use  of  tbis  gun 
until  tbe  following  morning,  several  engineers  being  engaged  for  tbe 
purpose  of  repairing  it.  After  tbe  second  sbot  from  tbe  same  piece  on 
tbe  following  morning  tbe  bar  became  fractured  again  in  tbe  same  place, 
and,  until  tbe  surrender,  columbiad  ]S^o.  2  was  fought  with  its  shutter 
opened  permanently.  The  fire  of  the  Iron  battery  was  directed  during 
the  first  day  at  the  guns  in  barbette  and  those  in  the  casemates.  Major 
Anderson  directed  his  fire  for  four  consecutive  hours,  from  7  to  11  o'clock 
a.  m.,  at  the  Iron  battery,  striking  it  seven  times.  He  then  pointed  his 
guns  at  tbe  mortar  battery  of  Cunmiings  Point,  and  making  no  impression 
upon  the  unbroken  wall  of  sand  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  42-pound- 
ers,  thrusting  at  successive  intervals  their  muzzles  along  the  sides  of 
their  palmetto  embrasures.  At  4  o'clock  p.  m.  the  gunners  at  Fort 
Sumter  ceased  firing  towards  Morris  Island,  the  batteries  pointing  in 
that  direction  being  completely  silenced.  The  rifled  cannon  did  great 
execution,  two  of  its  balls  passing  entirely  through  the  walls  of  Fort 
Sumter. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  attempted  to  breach  with  our  colum- 
biads  by  concentrating  our  fire  upon  a  point  to  the  right  of  the  sally- 
port, intending  thus  to  effect  another  object  at  the  same  time,  viz,  by 
the  ricochet  of  the  ball  to  beat  away  the  traverse  of  granite,  which  had 
been  built-  up  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  doorway  from  an  enfi- 
lading fire.  We  had  fired  but  a  few  shots  when  a  shell  from  the  mortar 
battery  at  Gummings  Point  fell  upon  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  roof 
of  the  fort.  After  the  lapse  of  some  minutes  we  perceived  the  smoke 
issuing  from  that  quarter.  Soon  flames  burst  upward.  From  that 
moment  until  the  flagstaff  was  shot  down  seven-second  shells  were 
fired  rapidly  from  the  Iron  battery,  aimed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  scatter 
the  flame  and  to  increase  the  fury  of  the  conflagration.  I  refer  you, 
dear  sir,  to  the  marks  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  outer  and  interior 
walls  of  the  fort  to  enable  you  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  accuracy 
with  which  the  columbiads,  the  mortars,  the  rifled  cannon,  and  the 
42-pounders  of  the  Gummings  Point  batteries  were  aimed  and  fired. 

The  posts  of  the  officers  of  the  Palmetto  Guard  were  as  follows: 
Gaptain  Guthbert  commanded  and  directed  the  fire  of  the  Iron  battery ; 
First  Lieutenant  Holmes,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  of  the 
Gitadel  Academy,  commanded  the  mortar  battery ;  Second  Lieutenant 
Brownfield  commanded  and  directed  the  fire  of  the  42-pounders  ;  Cap- 
tain Thomas,  of  the  Gitadel  Academy',  with  a  squad  of  the  Palmetto 
Guard,  had  charge  of  tbe  rifled  cannon ;  to  Major  Stevens  was  assigned 
the  post  of  superintending  the  working  of  all  these  batteries,  and  he  was  so 
recognized ;  Lieutenant  Buist  acted  as  gunner  to  I^o.  3  columbiad  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  engagement,  aiming  many  of  his  shots  very 
accurately. 

Lieutenants  Holmes,  Brownfield,  and  Buist  behaved  throughout  the 
conflict  with  distinguished  courage  and  gallantry.  Major  Stevens, 
G^tain  Thomas,  and  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  by  their  coolness,  bravery, 
and  skill,  gave  the  highest  evidence  of  their  long  military  training. 
Lieutenant  Brownfield's  42-pounders  were  fired  with  great  precision,  and 
to  his  industry  and  pride  in  his  battery  is  attributable  the  fine  working 
condition  of  his  guns.  To  Mr.  Phillips  and  Mr.  GampbeU  much  praise 
is  due  for  their  untiring  devotion  to  their  particular  department  of  the 
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magazine  stores.  In  the  Iron  battery,  Orderly  Sergeant  Bissell  aimed 
many  a  capital  shot  at  the  casemates,  and  the  two  Sergeants  Webb  at 
the  parapet.  Bissell  crippled  the  gnn  of  the  left  casemate,  bearing 
directly  upon  the  Iron  battery,  and  Serg.  L.  S.  Webb  dismounted 
the  lOinch  columbiad  upon  the  parapet.  Second  Sergeant  Bissell  and 
Mr.  Farelly  also  made  some  good  shots.  At  the  4:2-pounders  Sergeant 
Brownfleld,  Corporals  Ehett,  Wright,  and  Dwyer  distinguished  them- 
selves as  gunners.  At  the  mortar  battery  Sergeant  Gaillard,  Corporals 
Robinson,  Zalam,  Brailijon,  and  Ehett  did  good  service  as  gunners. 
Capt.  Stephen  Elliott,  of  the  Beaufort  Artillery,  was  present  during 
the  action  on  the  12th  instant,  and  aimed  several  good  shots. 

On  the  same  day  when  columbiad  ISTo.  2  was  silenced  in  consequence 
of  the  serious  accident  referred  to  above,  to  repair  the  damage  ifc  became 
necessary  to  send  forthwith  to  Charleston  to  procure  the  proper  mate- 
rials and  implements.  Privates  Trouche,  Craskeys,  and  Alrains  volun- 
teered to  go  in  an  open  boat,  under  heavy  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  and 
Fort  Johnson.  They  went,  and  succeeded  in  accomplishing  their  errand. 
A  sand  bag  on  the  first  day  of  the  engagement  seriously  interfered  with 
the  working  of  the  window  of  columbiad  Ko.  1.  Private  Allison  vol- 
unteered to  extricate  the  troublesome  impediment.  While  engaged  in 
the  performance  of  this  imx)ortant  service  a  ball  from  one  of  the  case- 
mates of  Fort  Sumter  passed  directly  over  him,  striking  the  iron  shed. 
He  removed  the  bag  and  returned  to  his  post. 

The  sang-froid  of  Mr.  Lining,  the  judge-advocate  of  the  Seventeenth 
Regiment,  who  served  as  a  private  during  the  engagement,  has  already 
received  ample  commendation  in  the  public  prints.  I  can  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  the  incident,  having  been  an  eye  witness.  (Please  incorporate 
the  report  of  the  Courier  in  relation  to  the  circumstance.) 

The  appointment  of  the  Palmetto  Guard  to  the  occupation  of  Fort 
Samter  for  one  night  was  the  highest  compliment  ever  bestowed  upon 
any  volunteer  corps  in  the  history  of  our  State,  and  that  event  will 
always  be  held  by  them  in  grateful  remembrance.  Upon  reaching  the 
stronghold,  however,  their  labors  were  not  yet  finished.  I  wish  to  take 
no  laurels  from  the  brows  of  the  members  of  the  fire-engine  companies 
of  Charleston,  but  truth  requires  that  I  should  state  that,  from  the 
moment  of  their  being  disbanded  within  the  walls  of  the  fort,  the  Pal- 
metto Guard  worked  incessantly  at  the  engines  until  after  midnight. 

A  proper  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  dead,  as  well  as  the  desire  to 
put  on  record  a  noble  act,  induces  me  recount  the  following  fact :  Imme- 
diately before  the  departure  of  the  Palmetto  Guard  for  Fort  Sumter, 
Sergeant  Webb,  Corporal  Robinson,  and  Private  Mackay  placed  a  neat 
and  appropriate  head-piece  over  the  grave  of  the  unfortunate  Howe,  the 
first  victim  of  the  sad  explosion  which  took  place  while  Major  Ander- 
son was  engaged  in  saluting  his  flag.  The  performance  of  this  sacred 
duty  did  credit  to  their  generous  hearts,  and  proved  that  Carolina  chiv- 
alry exists  only  in  combination  with  a  spirit  of  reverence  and  magnanimity. 
1  am  proud  of  the  opportunity  of  stating  that  all  of  the  members  of  the 
company  conducted  themselves  nobly  and  bravely  in  the  fight.  Nor 
will  those  whose  names  have  not  been  mentioned  in  this  report  object  to 
the  particular  honorable  notice  of  their  gallant  comrades. 

Statement  of  ammunition  expended  upon  Fort  Sumter  from  the^ron 
battery:  Shell,  60;  solid  shot,  183. 

Ammunition  expended  from  the  other  batteries  of  Cummings  Point : 
Mortars,  197  shell;  42-pounders,  333  solid-shot,  3  grape-shot;  rifled 
cannon,  11  shot,  19  shell. 
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With  increased  admii"ation  for  your  own  individual  courage  and  effi- 
ciency on  these  two  ev^entful  days,  I  remain,  dear  sii*,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  B.  OUTHBERT, 

Captain  Falmetto  Guard, 
W.  G.  De  Saussure, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Battalion  of  Artillery. 

Palmetto  Guard  Encampment, 

Morris  Island.,  April  20,  18G1. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  write  to  make  an  addition  to  the  report  which  you  re- 
ceived yesterday.     Please  incorporate  the  following  : 

Private  Gourdin  Young  volunteered  to  accompany  Colonel  Wigfall  in 
a  small  boat  when  the  latter  gentleman  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Sumter  on  the  fall  of  the  United  States  flag,  for  the  purpose  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  cause  of  that  circumstance  and  to  propose  a  surrender  of 
the  fortification.  During  the  passage  from  Morris  Island,  amid  an  in- 
cessant fire  of  shell  and  grape,  he  displayed  that  coolness  and  deter- 
mination characteristic  of  a  true  South  Carolinian.  Upon  his  return 
he  was  borne  upon  the  shoulders  of  his  fellow-comrades  to  the  Iron 
battery. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

G.  B.  CUTHBERT. 

Col.  W.  G.  De  Saussure. 


No.  22.  '      • 

Report  of  Capt.  J.  Gadsden  King^  commanding  Marion  Artillery, 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  I  beg  to  report  that  the  Trapier 
battery  on  Morris  Island,  which  was  manned  by  the  Marion  Artillery, 
under  my  command,  oi)ened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  at  4  a.  m.  of  Friday, 
the  12th  instant,  and  continued  firing  in  its  turn,  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
from  each  mortar,  or  three  from  the  battery,  every  thirty-two  minutes, 
until  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  order  was  given  to  slack  the  fire 
and  to  fire  at  double  the  intervals,  or  at  an  interval  of  four  minutes 
between  each  mortar  in  the  harbor,  which  was  obeyed  until  dark,  or  7 
o'clock,  when  the  firing  was  reduced  to  a  shell  every  twenty  minutes 
until  4J  a.  m.  of  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  when  the  fire  was  resumed 
at  the  rate  of  a  shell  every  four  minutes  until  the  fort  was  set  on  fire 
by  a  shell  fired  from  the  mortar  No.  3  of  the  battery  worked  by  my 
command,  upon  which  the  fire  was  quickened  by  order  of  Colonel  Wig- 
fall,  an  aid  of  General  Beauregard,  until  the  fort  was  in  fiames,  at  which 
time  I  was  ordered  to  slacken  the  fire  and  to  fire  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
every  four  minutes  as  before,  until  it  was  seen  that  the  west  and  south 
buildings  of  the  fort  alone  were  going  to  burn,  upon  which  you  ordered 
me  to  increase  my  fire  and  to  drop  my  shell  upon  the  eastern  buildings 
of  the  fort,  in  order  to  set  them  on  fire.  This  I  tried  to  do,  and  at  the 
fifth  discharge  from  my  mortars  the  mortar  No.  2  of  my  battery  dropped 
a  shell  through  the  roof  of  the  eastern  quarters,  as  I  had  ordered,  and 
so  set  them  on  fire,  thus  burning  the  quarters. 

On  Friday  I  twice  thought  that  shells  from  my  battery  set  the  fort 
on  fire,  but  I  am  not  sure.  During  the  burning  of  the  fort  I  had  the 
fuse  of  my  shells  cut  to  its  full  length,  so  as  to  allow  the  shells  to  fall 


58  OPERATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON   HARBOR,    S.    C.  [CiiAP.  I, 


and  explode  iu  the  interior  of  the  fort.  The  fire  was  Icept  up  imtil  the 
flag  of  Fort  Sumter  was  either  burued  or  shot  dowu,  when  it  was  stopped 
by  your  order. 

The  total  nuiriber  of  shell  fired  by  tlie  Mariou  Artillery  was  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  of  which  I  feel  sure  that  at  least  three-fourths  either 
burst  on  the  ramparts  or  in  the  fort  itself. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate  between 
any  of  them,  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  names  of  my  officers, 
Lieuts.  W.  D.  H.  Kirkwood,  J.  P.  Strohecker,  A.  M.  Huger,  and  E.  L. 
Parker ;  Lieutenants  Kirkwood  and  Parker  having  had  immediate  charge 
of  the  mortars.  I  also  deem  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  names  of  my  three 
gunners.  Corporal  McMillan  King  and  Privates  J.  S.  and  Kobert  Mur- 
dock,  who  aimed  every  mortar  that  was  fired  from  the  battery  from  the 
beginning  of  the  firing  until  its  close,  a  period  of  thirty-four  hours,  day 
and  night.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  detachment  of  fifteen  men  from 
the  Sumter  Guards,  Oapt.  John  Eussell,  for  services  rendered  during  the 
last  three  hours  of  the  bombardment. 

My  warmest  thanks  and  greatest  approbation  are  due  to  my  whole 
command  for  the  prompt  and  cheerful  manner  in  which  they  obeyed 
every  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  gadsde:^  king. 

Captain  First  Artillery^  S.  G,  if.,  Commanding  Marion  Artillery, 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  De  Saussure, 

Commandant  of  Batteries. 


No.  23. 


Report  of  Lieut.  J.  E.  McP.   Washingto7iy  Battalion  of  Artillery^  South 

Carolina  Army. 

Charleston,  April  13,  1861. 

Fort  Johnson. — 12.45,  flagstaff  struck;  1.5,  United  States  flag.  Union 
down,  with  white  flag  above.  Oflicer  seen  on  southwest  angle  with 
white  flag,  waved  rei)eatedly.  A  few  moments  afterwards  a  sergeant 
and  twelve  men  recognized  on  the  parapet.  One  mortar  fired  from  upper 
battery  before  the  white  flag  on  Sumter  was  discovered.  Going  to  Fort 
Sumter.  All  firing  stopped. 
EespectfuUy, 

J.  E.  McP.  WASHINGTON, 
Second  Lieutenant^  Battalion  of  Artillery, 

South  Carolina  Army, 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Lievt,  C.  W.  Farlcer,  Company  I),  First  Artillery,  So2ith  Caro- 
*  Ihia  Army. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Headquarters  South 
Carolina  Army,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annexed  report  of  duty 
performed  by  the  detachment  of  Company  D  under  my  command 
during  the  action  of  the  12ih  and  13th  instants. 

Hoping  that  the  efficient,  arduous,  and  willing  services  rendered  by 
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the  men  may  merit  your  approbation,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PAEKER, 
Second  Lieutenant^  Company  D, 
Capt.  W.  E.  Calhoun, 

Commanding  Batteries  at  Fort  Moultrie. 

The  detachments  of  Ggmpany  D,  First  Artillery,  South  Carolina 
Army,  Lieutenant  Parker  commanding,  served  at  Fort  Moultrie  during 
the  action  of  the  12th  and  loth  instants,  as  follows,  viz : 

Oblique  battery, — April  12,  from  9  a.  m.  to  12^  p.  m.  April  13,  from  9 
a.  m.  to  12 J  p.  m. 

Sumter  battery. — April  12,  from  3  p.  m.  to  5J  p.  m. 

Number  of  shot  and  shell  fired. — From  oblique  battery,  110  solid-shot 
and  5  shell ;  from  Sumter  battery,  40  solid- shot. 

C.  W.  PARKER, 
Second  Lieutenant^  Commanding  Letachment  Co^npany  D, 


No.  25. 


Joint  reports  of  James  Chesnut^  jr.,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  Chisohn,  Capt  S.  L>, 
Lee,  and  Messrs.  John  L.  Manning,  William  Forcher  Miles,  and  Roger 
A.  Fry  or,  aides-de-camp. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  C.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  8.  C,  April  11,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard, 
we  left  headquarters  at  2.20  p.  m.,  charged  with  a  communication  from 
him  to  Major  Anderson,  at  Fort  Sumter,  in  which  we  were  authorized 
to  demand  the  evacuation  of  the  fort.  We  arrived  there  at  3.45  p.  m., 
under  a  white  flag.  Lieutenant  Davis,  the  officer  of  the  day,  received 
us  very  politely,  and  on  being  informed  that  we  had  a  message  in 
writing  for  Major  Anderson  which  we  desired  to  deliver  in  person  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  fort,  conducted  us  into  the  presence  of 
Major  Anderson.  We  were  welcomed  by  the  major  with  great  courtesy, 
who,  aftev  receiving  and  reading  our  communication,  left  us  to  consult 
with  his  officers.  About  4.30  he  again  joined  us,  bringing  his  reply, 
the  contents  of  which  he  stated  to  us,  after  which,  and  but  a  short 
time  before  departing,  we  held  a  short  conversation  with  him,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  made  the  following  remarks:  '^Gentlemen,  if  you 
do  not  batter  the  fort  to  pieces  about  us,  we  shall  be  starved  out  in  a 
few  days."  These  words,  under  the  circumstances,  seemed  to  have 
much  significance,  and  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  us  to 
report  them  particularly.  We  took  leave  of  Major  Anderson  and  the  fort 
at  4.40  p.  m.,  and  reached  the  city  at  5.10  p.  m.  We  verbally  reported 
immediately  at  headquarters  the  substance  of  what  is  written  above. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
brigadier-general  commanding. 

JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Aide-de-Camp. 
STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 
Captain  C.  8.  Army,  Aide-de-Camp, 
A.  R.  CHISOLM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp, 
Maj.  D.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant- General  of  the  Provisional  Forces,  C,  S.  A.,  Charleston,  S.  (7. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Charleston^  IS.  0.,  April  lU,  1861. 

Sir  :  We  Lave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  our  move- 
ments and  action : 

After  leaving  the  brigadier-general  commanding  last  night,  at  11 
o'clock  J),  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders  we  repaired  with  the  second  comnni- 
nication  to  Major  Anderson,  at  Fort  Sumter.  This  communication  was 
based  on  the  telegram  from  Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  expressing  a  desire  not 
to  injure  the  fort  unnecessarily,  and  wishing  to  make  another  eftbrt  to 
avoid  any  useless  effusion  of  blood.  We  reached  Fort  Sumter  at  12.45 
a.  m.,  delivered  the  communication,  and  received  Major  Anderson's  re- 
ply at  3.15  a.  m.  He  expressed  his  willingness  to  evacuate  the  fort  on 
the  15th  instant  at  noon,  if  provided  with  the  necessary  means  of  trans- 
portation, if  he  should  not  receive  prior  to  that  time  contradictory  in- 
structions from  his  Government  or  additional  supplies,  and  that  he 
would  not  in  the  mean  time  open  his  fire  upon  our  forces  unless  com- 
pelled to  do  so  by  some  hostile  act  against  his  fort  or  the  flag  of  his  Gov- 
ernment by  the  forces  under  General  Beauregard's  command,  or  by  any 
portion  of  them,  or  by  the  perpetration  of  some  act  showing  a  hostile 
intention  on  our  part  against  his  fort  or  the  flag  it  bears.  His  reply, 
which  was  shown  to  us,  iflainly  indicated  that  if  instructions  should  be 
received  contrary  to  his  purpose  to  evacuate,  or  if  he  should  receive  sup- 
plies, or  if  the  Confederate  troops  should  fire  on  hostile  troops  of  the 
United  States,  or  upon  transports  covered  by  his  flag,  although  contain- 
ing men,  munitions,  and  supplies  intended  for  him,  and  designing  hos- 
tile operations  against  us,  he  would  still  feel  himself  bound  to  fire  upon 
us,  and  at  liberty  not  to  evacuate  Fort  Sumter. 

These  terms  being  manifestly  futile  so  far  as  we  were  concerned,  plac- 
ing us  rather  at  a  great  disadvantage,  and  not  within  the  scope  of  the 
instructions  verbally  given  us,  we  promptly  refused  them  and  declined  to 
enter  into  any  such  arrangements.  Under  these  circumstances,  pursu- 
ing our  instructions,  we  notified  him  at  once  in  writing  that  our  batter- 
ies would  open  fire  upon  him  within  an  hour  from  that  time,  which 
would  be  at  4.20.  We  then  proceeded  at  once  to  Fort  Johnson,  which 
we  reached  at  4  a.  m.,  and  to  Capt.  George  S.  James,  commanding  at 
that  post,  gave  the  order  to  open  fire  at  the  time  indicated.  His  first 
shell  was  fired  at  4.30  a.  m.,  the  other  batteries  generally  opening  at 
4.45  a.  m.  We  were  delayed  at  Fort  Sumter  longer  than  we  expected, 
and  we  think  longer  than  was  necessary  to  decide  upon  the  communica- 
tion we  received,  and  so  indicated  to  Major  Anderson;  but  this  delay 
we  could  not  avoid.  Immediately  upon  leaving  Fort  Johnson  we  reported 
to  General  Beauregard,  at  his  office,  about  daylight. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  briga- 
dier-general commanding, 

JAS.  CHESKUT,  Jr., 

Aide- de- Camp. 
STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 
Captain,  C.  IS.  Army,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Maj.  D.  R.  Jones, 

Adjiitant- General  of  Frovisional  Forces,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  13,  18G1. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  commanding  general,  Beaure- 
gard, we  left  the  wharf  at  11.15  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  in  an  open  boat  to 
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deliver  communications  to  Brigadier- General  Simons,  commanding  on 
Morris  Island,  and  passing  under  tlie  batteries  of  Fort  Johnson  landed 
in  the  rear  of  Major  Stevens^  battery.  Our  orders  were  specifically  to 
ask  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  batteries  on  the  island,  and 
any  other  facts  necessary  to  be  communicated  from  Brigadier-General 
Simons  to  the  commanding  general,  and  also  to  establish  military 
communications  by  land  from  Morris  Island  to  the  city  of  Charleston. 
We  were  moreover  instructed  to  learn  the  condition  of  Fort  Sumter  as 
far  as  practicable  without  unnecessary  exposure,  and  if  the  bombard- 
ment and  conflagration  within  had  forced  an  evacuation  by  Major 
Anderson  and  his  command. 

At  the  period  of  jjassing  Fort  Sumter  about  12  m.  the  firing  from 
it  had  ceased,  except  occasional  shots  opposite  Fort  Moultrie,  but  was 
kept  up  with  great  precision  and  regularity  by  the  batteries  irom  Fort 
Johnson,  Sullivan's  Island,  and  Morris  Island.  The  conflagration  of 
the  officers'  quarters  in  the  fortress  appeared  to  be  on  the  increase,  and 
although  the  United  States  flag  was  still  flying  when  we  landed,  there 
appeared  no  other  evidence  of  the  continuation  of  the  contest. 

After  communicating  with  General  Simons  and  establishing  a  land 
communication  with  the  city,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  send  a  flag  to 
Fort  Sumter  and  demand  its  evacuation,  as  at  1.10  p.  m.  precisely  the 
United  States  flag  had  suddenly  disappeared  from  its  walls.  While  a 
white  flag  and  the  boat  which  bore  us  over  was  being  made  ready  to 
take  us.  Colonel  Wigfall,  who  had  been  detailed  for  special  duties  on 
Morris  Island,  thinking  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost  lest  the  garrison 
be  destroyed,  and  accompanied  by  Private  Young,  of  the  Palmetto 
Guard,  and  two  oarsmen,  hastily  entered  a  small  skiff  and  pulled  towards 
the  fort  with  a  white  flag  in  his  hand.  Its  size  was  too  small  to  be 
distinctly  seen  by  our  batteries,  and  in  consequence  the  discharge  of 
neither  shot  or  shell  was  discontinued  by  them,  except  those  on  Morris 
Island.  His  approach,  therefore,  to  Sumter  was  one  of  imminent  danger. 
We  saw  him  after  landing  disappear  into  the  fort  through  an  embrasure. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  short  period  of  time  he  reappeared  upon  the  pave- 
ment at  the  base  of  the  fortification  and  re-embarked,  directing  his 
course  to  where  we  stood,  at  Major  Stevens's  battery.  Meantime  the 
flag  that  had  been  erected  after  the  flag-staff*  was  cut  away  was  taken 
down  and  a  white  flag  run  up  in  its  stead.  Before  reaching  the  shore 
on  his  return  Colonel  Wigfall  gave  evidence  that  Major  Anderson  had 
consented  to  evacuate,  which  was  soon  after  confirmed.  He  was  received 
upon  the  beach  by  the  troops,  who  for  a  moment  rushed  out  to  meet 
him,  with  strong  evidences  of  admiration.  We  then  took  Colonel  Wig- 
fall with  us  in  our  boat,  and  returned  to  the  city  to  report  to  the  gen- 
eral commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Simons  had  no  specific  intelligence  to  communi- 
cate to  the  general  commanding  beyond  the  events  narrated;  but  we 
take  pride  and  pleasure  in  reporting  the  spirit,  promptness,  and  energy 
which  characterized  the  portion  of  his  command  inspected  by  us. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding. 

JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Aide-de-Camp, 
A.  R.  CHISOLM, 
Lieti  tenant-  Co  Ion  e  I  and  Aide-  de-  Camp. 
:  JOHN  L.  MANNING, 

Aide-de-Camp, 

Maj.  D.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant- General  Provisional  Forces, 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  0.  S.  Army, 

Charleston,  8.  0.,  April  15,  1861. 

Sir:  We  liave  the  lionor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  our  visit  to 
Fort  Sumter  on  the  13th  instant  for  the  information  of  the  brigadier-gen- 
eral commanding : 

After  reporting  to  the  general  the  execution  of  the  orders  with  which 
we  were  charged  for  Morris  Island,  and  in  company  with  Colonel  Wigfall 
reporting  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  also  its  dangerous  condi- 
tion from  the  fire  occasioned  by  the  hot  shot  from  Fort  Moultrie,  we 
proceeded,  by  order  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  immediately 
to  Southern  warf,  where  we  embarked  on  board  the  steamer  Osiris  for 
Fort  Sumter,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  the  city  fire  department,  Mr. 
Nathan,  with  a  fire  engine  and  its  company.  On  our  arrival  at  Fort 
Sumter  we  were  met  by  Dr.  Crawford,  surgeon  of  the  fort,  who  directed 
us  to  avoid  the  wharf,  as  it  was  in  danger  of  blowing  up  at  any  moment 
from  its  mines.  The  doctor  conducted  us  into  the  presence  of  Major 
Anderson,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  fort  from  the  wharf,  we  entering 
the  fort  through  an  embrasure.  We  found  the  barracks  totally  destroyed 
by  fire,  occasioned  by  onr  shells  and  hot  shot.  We  stated  to  Major  Ander- 
son that  we  had  been  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  by  General  Beauregard  with 
a  fire  engine,  to  offer  assistance  to  extinguish  his  fire  and  to  render  any 
other  assistance  he  might  require,  and  also  Surgeon-General  Gibbes,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  assistants  were  present  to  administer  to  any  wounded 
he  might  have.  The  major  replied  that  he  thanked  the  general  for  his 
kindness,  but  that  his  fire  was  almost  burned  out,  and  that  he  had  but 
one  man  wounded,  and  he  not  seriously.  We  asked  him  if  the  magazine 
was  safe.  He  replied  he  thought  the  lower  magazine  safe,  though  it  was 
amid  the  burning  ruins,  and  that  he  had  thrown  about  one  hundred  barrels 
of  powder  into  the  water  from  the  upper  magazine  during  the  action,  for 
the  safety  of  his  command.  We  again  asked  him  if  he  did  not  think  it 
best  to  use  the  engine  which  accompanied  us  on  the  steamer,  which  lay 
out  in  the  stream.  He  replied  no — that  he  thought  everything  had  been 
consumed  that  would  burn. 

Major  Anderson  expressed  great  satisfaction  when  we  told  him  that 
we  had  no  casualties  on  our  side,  and  again  asked  us  to  thank  General 
Beauregard  for  his  kindness;  and,  on  leaving,  the  major  accompanied  us 
himself  as  far  as  our  small  boat.  We  returned  to  the  city  and  reported 
the  result  of  our  visit  to  General  Beauregard  about  7  p.  m. 

All  of  which  is  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  brigadier- general 
commanding. 

JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr., 
JOHK  L.  MAKNmG, 

Aides-de-Camp, 
A.  R.  CHISOLM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Maj.  D.  E.  Jones, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  Provisional  Forces,  G.  S»  A, 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  C.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  15,  1861. 
Major:  On  Friday,  April  12,  we  received  orders  from  General 
Beauregard  to  carry  dispatches  to  General  Dunovant,  commanding  on 
Sullivan's  Island.  We  were  directed  to  communicate  the  purport  of 
the  dispatches,  which  were  open,  to  Captain  Martin,  in  command  of  the 
floating  battery  and  the  Dalilgren-gun  battery;  to  Captain  Hallonquist, 
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in  command  of  the  enfilade  battery  and  a  masked  mortar  battery  near 
the  same  spot;  and  to  Colonel  Eipley,  in  command  of  Fort  Monltrie — all 
of  them  posts  on  Sullivan^s  Island.  We  set  out  on  our  mission  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.  and  proceeded  in  a  boat  to  Mount  Pleasant.  After  com- 
municating with  Captain  Martin  we  rowed  over  to  and  landed  on  the 
floating  Iron  battery.  We  found  Lieutenant  Yates  actively  engaged 
in  returning  the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter,  which  was  then  specially  directed 
against  his  battery.  The  latter  had  been  repeatedly  hit,  but  had  suc- 
cessfully resisted  all  the  shot  (32-pounders)  which  had  struck  it,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  which  had  passed  through  the  narrow,  angular  slope 
just  below  the  roof. 

After  spending  some  time  in  this  battery  we  proceeded  to  the  Dahl- 
gren-gun  battery,  where  Captain  Hamilton  was  commanding  in  person. 
Both  the  floating  tjattery  and  the  Dahlgren  gun  were  directing  their 
special  attention  to  the  dismounting  of  such  of  the  guns  en  barbette  upon 
Fort  Sumter  as  the  batteries  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon.  The  fire 
from  both  batteries  was  effective  and  well  sustained.  We  next  visited 
Captain  Hallonquist's  enfilading  battery,  which  was  doing  some  ad- 
mirable shooting.  After  remaining  here  a  short  time  we  proceeded  to 
Captain  Hallonquist's  mortar  battery,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Moultrie. 
Here  we  found  an  active,  regular,  well-sustained,  and  well-directed  fir- 
ing going  on,  which  was  being  most  vigorously  returned  by  Fort  Sum- 
ter. The  quarters  were  pretty  well  riddled,  and  the  furnace  for  hot  shot 
twice  struck,  but  not  materially  injured. 

After  carefully  watching  the  firing  for  some  time  we  visited  Captain 
Butler's  mortar  battery,  where  we  found  General  Dunovant  and  deliv- 
ered our  dispatches.  We  then  returned  to  Fort  Moultrie,  and  after 
spending  about  an  hour  there  i^roceeded  back  to  the  cove,  where  our 
boat  was  awaiting  us,  and  touching  at  the  floating  battery  for  a  com- 
m-unication  for  headquarters  we  rowed  over  once  more  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, for  the  i)urpose  of  delivering  a  message  from  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Eipley  (by  request)  to  Captain  Martin.  We  then  returned  to  the  city, 
which  we  reached  about  half-past  4  j).  m.,  and  immediately  reported 
verbally  at  headquarters  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding. 

We  cannot  conclude  our  report  without  expressing  the  extreme  pleas- 
ure and  gratification  which  we  felt  at  the  coolness,  spirit,  skill,  and 
alacrity  which  we  witnessed  at  all  points  among  the  officers  and  men. 
Yery  respectfully, 

WM.  PORCHEE  MILES, 
JOHN  L.  MANNING, 
Aides  to  Brigadier- General  Beauregard, 

Maj.  D.  E.  Jones, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generals,  Provisional  Forces,  C.  8.  A. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  April  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  our  visit 
to  Fort  Sumter  on  the  13th  instant : 

Informed  about  1  o'clock  that  no  flag  was  waving  over  Fort  Sumter, 
General  Beauregard  detached  us  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  fort 
and  say  to  Major  Anderson  that  liis  flag  being  down  and  his  quarters 
in  flames  avc  were  sent  to  inquire  if  he  needed  any  assistance.  When 
about  half-way  from  the  city  to  Fort  Sumter  we  observed  that  the 
United  States  flag  had  been  raised  again.  At  once  we  determined  to 
go  baclv  to  the  (Mty,  but  liad  not  inoceetled  fiir  in  return  wlieii,  discover- 
ing a  white  flag  floating  from  tbe  rami>arts  ot*  Sumter,  we  again  direct- 
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ed  our  course  to  the  fort.    On  landing  we  were  conducted  to  the  pres- 
ence of  Major  Anderson,  whom  we  informed  that  in  consequence  of  the 
conflagration  in  the  fort  we  had  been  sent  by  General  Beauregard  to  in- 
quire if  he  needed  any  assistance.     Major  Anderson  replied :  "Present 
my  compliments  to  General  Beauregard,  and  say  to  him  I  thank  him 
for  his  kindness,  but  need  no  assistance."    Continuing,  the  major  said : 
"Gentlemen,  do  I  understand  you  have  come  direct  from  General  Beau- 
regard 1"     We  replied  in  the  affirmative.     "Why,"  returned  Major 
Anderson,  "Colonel  Wigfall  has  just  been  here  as  an  aide  to  and  by  au- 
thority of  General  Beauregard,  and  proposed  the  same  terms  of  evacua- 
tion oflered  on  the  11th  instant."    We  informed  him  we  had  just  left 
General  Beauregard  in  the  city,  and  had  come  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
charged  with  the  message  just  delivered.     The  major  expressed  regret 
for  the  misunderstanding,  and  repeated  that  he  had  understood  Colonel 
Wigfall  to  say  he  was  direct  from  General  Beauregard,  and  as  one  of 
his  aides  was  authorized  to  propose  terms  of  evacuation.    We  then  in- 
quired if  he  would  reduce  to  writing  the  terms  proposed  by  Colonel  Wig- 
fall.   To  which  the  major  replied,  certainly  he  would.    Major  Anderson 
then  declared  that  he  would  immediately  ran  up  his  flag  j  that  he  re- 
gretted it  had  ever  been  taken  down,  and  that  it  would  not  have  been 
lowered  if  he  had  not  understood  Colonel  Wigfall  to  come  directly  from 
General  Beauregard  to  treat.    We  requested  that,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances,  he  would  not  raise  his  flag  until  we  could  communicate 
to  General  Beauregard  the  terms  of  evacuation  with  which  he  had  fur- 
nished us;  he  assented  to  the  proposition,  and  we  left  the  fort. 

STEPHEl^  D.  LEE, 

Captain,  G.  S.  Army, 
EOGEE  A.  PEYOR, 
WM.  POECHEE  MILES, 

Aides-de-Camp. 
Maj.  D.  E.  Jones, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Provisional  Forces,  C  S.  A. 


No.  26. 


Joint  reports  of  Maj,  D.  E.  Jones,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  C.  8.  Army,* 
and  Col  Charles  Allston,jr.,  Commander  H.  T.  Hartstene  (C.  S.  J^avy), 
and  Messrs.  William  Porcher  Miles  and  Roger  A.  Pryor,  aides-de-camp, 

Charleston,  April  15, 1861. 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  our  visit  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  of  our  interview  with  Major  Anderson, 
on  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 

We  arrived  at  the  fort  about  a  quarter  to  3  o'clock  p.  m. ;  were  met 
at  the  wharf  by  Captain  Seymour,  and  were  at  once  conducted  to  the 
presence  of  Major  Anderson.  We  informed  him  that  ayc  came  from  you 
to  say  that,  on  learning  the  fort  was  in  flames,  and  his  flag  down,  you 
had  sent  Colonels  Miles  and  Pryor  and  Captain  Lee,  members  of  your 
staff,  to  offer  any  assistance  in  your  power,  and  that  as  soon  as  his  flag 
of  truce  was  hoisted  you  sent  us  to  receive  any  propositions  he  might 
wish  to  make.  Major  Anderson  said  an  exceedingly  disagreeable  and 
embarrassing  mistake  had  occurred ;  that  his  flagstaff*  had  been  shot 
down,  but  that  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  his  flag  was  again  hoisted. 

Just  at  this  time  it  was  reported  to  him  that  General  WigfaU  was 
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outside  the  fort  demanding  to  see  the  commanding  officer.  Major 
Anderson  said  that  he  went  out  and  met  General  Wigfall,  who  told  him 
that  he  came  from  General  Beauregard  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
fort,  and  urged  Major  Anderson  to  haul  down  his  flag  and  run  up  a  flag 
of  truce;  that  General  Beauregard  would  give  him  the  same  terms 
offered  before  the  conflict  began.  Major  Anderson  then  stated  that  he 
was  much  surprised  to  learn  from  Colonels  Miles  and  Pryor  and  Captain 
Lee,  who  had  arrived  at  the  fort  soon  after  he  had  lowered  his  flag,  that 
although  General  Wigfall  was  on  the  staff  of  General  Beauregard,  he 
had  been  two  days  away  from  him,  and  was  acting  on  the  staff  of  some 
general  on  Morris  Island;  that  as  soon  as  he  (Major  Anderson)  learned 
this,  he  told  Captain  Lee  that  he  would  immediately  run  up  his  flag  and 
recommence  his  firing. 

Major  Anderson  then  read  to  us  a  note  which  he  had  sent  to  you  by  the 
hands  of  Captain  Lee,  in  which  he  said  that  he  would  surrender  the  fort 
on  the  same  terms  offered  b}^  you  in  your  letter  to  him  on  the  11th  in- 
stant. On  learning  this  we  told  him  that  we  were  authorized  to  offer 
him  those  terms,  excepting  only  the  clause  relating  to  the  salute  to  the 
flag,  to  which  Major  Anderson  replied  it  would  be  exceedingly  gratify- 
ing to  him,  as  well  as  to  his  command,  to  be  permitted  to  salute  their 
flag,  having  so  gallantly  defended  the  fort  under  such  trying  circum- 
stances, and  hoped  that  General  Beauregard  would  not  refuse  it,  as  such 
a  privilege  was  not  unusual.  We  told  him  we  were  not  authorized  to 
grant  that  privilege,  and  asked  him  what  his  answer  would  be  if  not 
permitted  to  salute  his  flag.  He  said  he  would  not  urge  the  point,  but 
would  prefer  to  refer  the  matter  again  to  you,  and  requested  us  to  see 
you  again  and  get  your  reply. 

Major  Anderson  requested  us  to  say  to  Governor  Pickens  and  your- 
self that,  as  an  evidence  of  his  desire  to  save  the  public  property  as  much 
as  possible,  he  had  three  times  on  Friday  and  twice  on  Saturday  sent 
his  men  ui)  to  extinguish  the  fire  under  the  heavy  fire  of  our  batteries, 
and  when  the  magazines  were  in  imminent  danger  of  being  blown  up. 

We  then  returned  to  the  city  and  reported  to  you  substantially  as  above. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants, 

D.  E.  JOI^ES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
CHAS.  ALLSTOiT,  Jr., 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Colonel  and  A.  J).  C. 

Commanding  Provisional  Army. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  14, 18G1. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  we  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report : 

On  Saturday,  April  13,  at  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  we  proceeded  to  Fort 
Sumter  by  your  order  to  arrange  finally  the  conditions  of  the  evacuation. 
We  presented  your  communication  toMa;jor  Anderson,  who,  after  perusing 
it,  read  it  aloud  to  his  officers,  all  of  whom,  we  believe,  were  present. 
The  major  express€id  himself  much  gratified  with  the  tenor  of  the  com- 
munication and  the  generous  terms  agreed  to  by  you.  We  inquired 
of  Major  Anderson  when  he  desired  to  leave.  He  said  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  suggested  9  o'clock  the  next  morning.  It  was  arranged  that 
the  Catawba  or  some  other  steamer  should  convey  the  major  and  his 
command  either  directly  to  New  York  or  put  them  on  board  the  United 
States  fleet  then  lying  outside  the  bar,  according  as  one  or  the  other 
plan  i]5ight  be  agreed  upon  after  a  conference  with  the  commander  of 
5  R  li 
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the  fleet.    Major  Anderson  requested  us  to  take  Lieutenant  Snyder 
down  to  the  fleet  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  matter.    This  Cap- 
tain Hartstene  undertook  to  do. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  R.  JONES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
WM.  POROHER  MILES, 
R.  A.  PRYOR, 
H.  J.  HARTSTENE,  0.  S.  N., 

Aides-de-  Gamp, 
Brigadier-General  BEAUREaARD, 

Comdg.  Provisional  Army^  C.  8.  A. 


No.  27. 
Medical  report  of  Surg.  Gen.  E.  W.  Gthbes,  South  Carolina  Army. 

Headquarters  Surgeon-General's  Department, 

Charleston,  April  16,  18G1. 

Sir  :  From  the  returns  received  from  the  various  posts  I  have  the  un- 
exampled and  happy  privilege  of  stating  that  no  serious  casualty  lias 
occurred  during  the  vigorous  action  of  thirty-three  hours  in  reducing 
Fort  Sumter.  Four  trifling  contusions  are  reported  at  Fort  Moultrie, 
but  none  at  other  posts,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  equal  gratification  that 
even  in  the  managCDieut  of  heavy  ordnance  by  new  recruits  and  un- 
practiced  volunteers  no  accident  to  life  or  limb  has  occurred. 

Immediately  upon  the  flag  of  Fort  Sumter  being  struck  I  proceeded 
to  that  fortress  to  tender  my  assistance  and  hospital  at  Mount  Pleasant 
to  Major  Anderson,  and  received  from  him  the  pleasing  intelligence  that 
only  four  cases  of  slight  injuries  had  resulted  to  his  men.  On  Sunday 
a  sad  casualty  occurred  in  saluting  his  flag,  when  the  explosion  of  some 
loose  cartridges  beneath  a  gun  struck  down  seven  men.  One  was 
instantly  killed,  and  another  so  seriously  wounded  that  he  died  soon 
after  reaching  my  hospital  in  Charleston ;  one  remaining  in  the  hospital, 
doing  well  under  the  care  of  Prof.  G.  G.  Ohisolm,  of  the  medical  college 
of  the  State,  and  four  were  removed  with  the  garrison.  The  precipita- 
tion suddenly  of  several  regiments  upon  me  during  the  past  few  days, 
totally  without  any  preparation  of  their  surgeons,  has  required  a  large 
supply  of  medicines,  instruments,  hospital  stores,  &c.,  but  I  am  happy 
to  say  they  have  received  promptly  all  their  requisitions. 
Respectfully, 

R.  W.  GIBBES,  M.  I)., 
Surgeon- General  South  Carolina  Army. 

Adjutant-General  Jones. 


No.  28. 


Report  of  Commander  H.  J.  Hartstene,  C.  S.  Navy,  concerning  the  trans- 
portation of  Major  Anderson  and  his  command  frbm  Fort  Sumter  to  the 
U.  S.  fleet  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  C.  S.  A., 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  16,  1861. 

Major  :  On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  instant,  shortly  after  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  Sumter,  I  was  iflaced  on  board  the  steamer  Catawba  to 
convey  to  the  fort,  in  connection  with  Major  Jones,  Captains  Miles  and 
Pryor  (aides  to  Brigadier-General  Beauregard),  to  arrange  with  Major 
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Anderson  the  means  most  acceptable  to  him  for  his  evacuation  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

The  major,  agreeably  to  our  offer,  sent  on  board  of  us  Lieutenant 
Snyder  to  confer  with  the  commander  of  the  fleet  off  the  bar  in  regard 
to  transportation.  I  accompanied  him  out  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  after  a  short  conference  he  returned  to  the  fort,  where  it 
was  arranged  that  the  steamers  and  all  necessary  facilities  for  the 
removal  of  the  command  should  be  ready  at  11  o'clock,  and  that  they 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  fleet,  and  have  the  option  either  of  taking- 
passage  in  one  of  their  vessels  or  of  going  on  the  one  furnished  by  the 
Confederacy. 

At  11  o'clock  all  facilities  were  at  the  disposal  of  Major  Anderson, 
but  the  work  of  removal  was  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  accidental 
explosion  which  killed  and  wounded  five  of  his  command.  They  were 
not  all  embarked  until  sundown,  when  it  was  too  late  to  cross  the  bar. 
This,  however,  was  effected  early  the  following  morning,  and  the  com- 
mand shortly  afterwards  was  transferred  to  the  steamer  Baltic,  one  of 
the  transports  of  the  United  States. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  brig- 
adier-general commanding. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

H.  J.  HARTSTENE. 

Maj.  D.  E.  Jones, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.  of  Provisional  Forces,  C.  8.  A.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


COEEESPONDENOE  AND  OEDEES  EELATING  SPECIALLY 
TO  THE  OPEEATIONS  IN  CHAELESTON  HAEBOE  FEOM 
OCTOBEE  31,  1860,  TO  APEIL  14,  1861. 

XJNION"   CORRESFON'DEIS'CE,  ETC. 

Ordnance  Office,  War  Department, 

Washington,  November  1,  1860. 
Col.  J.  L.  Gardner, 

Commanding  Fort  Moultrie,  Charlestoyi,  S.  C. : 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  has  been  approved  by  him,  and  which  I  sub- 
mit to  you  for  your  views  as  to  the  expediency  or  propriety  of  placing 
arms  in  the  hands  of  hired  men  for  the  i)urpose  indicated. 

Should  you  approve  the  measure  I  will  thank  you  to  request  Military 
Storekeeper  Humphreys  to  make  the  issue  indicated  in  said  letter,  and 
to  report  the  fact  to  tliis  office  that  it  may  be  covered  by  an  order  for 
supplies. 

Eespectfullv,  &c., 

H.  K.  CEAIG, 

«  7 

Colonel  of  Ordnance, 

[In  closure.] 

Ordnance  Office,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Octoher  31,  1860. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  There  is  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  now  in  course  of 
construction,  besides  a  part  of  its  armamentj  a  considerable  quantity  of 
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ammuuitiou,  &c.,  and  it  lias  been  suggested  by  the  Engineer  officer  in 
charge  of  the  work  that  a  few  small-arms  placed  in  the  hands  of  his 
workmen  for  the  protection  of  the  Government  property  there  might 
be  a  useful  precaution.  If  the  measure  should,  on  being  communicated, 
meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in 
the  harbor,  I  recommend  that  I  may  be  authorized  to  issue  forty  mus- 
kets to  the  Engineer  officer. 
With  much  respect, 

H.  K.  CEAIG, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance. 

[Indorsement.] 


War  Department, 
Ai^proved : 


October  31,  18G0. 


J.  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  G.,  November  5,  1800. 
Ool.  H.  K.  Graig, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  I).  C: 

Colonel  :  Your  communication  of  1st  instant,  with  its  inclosure, 
in  reference  to  placing  forty  muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  Engineer 
officer  in  charge  of  Fort  Sumter  as  a  precautionary  measure  proper  to 
this  time  of  excitement,  is  received.  My  views  are  asked  on  two,  or 
rather  three  points : 

1st.  On  that  which  forms  the  condition  of  the  Secretary's  approval 
of  the  issue,  namely,  that  I  concur  in  its  expediency  j 

2d.  On  the  ^^  propriety"  of  placing  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  hired  men 
for  the  purpose  indicated ;  and, 

3d.  On  the  ^^  expediency"  of  doing  so. 

To  the  first  I  reply  that  1  have  already  said  in  effect,  on  my  post 
return  for  last  month,  that  while  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  attempt 
upon  the  United  States  works  here  wiU  receive  the  countenance  of  the 
State  or  city  authority,  it  is  by  some  thought  that  a  tumultuary  force 
may  be  incited  by  the  feeling  of  the  time,  and  invited  by  tlie  present 
disordered  condition  of  the  works  to  make  such  an  attempt  without  it, 
and  that  this  possibility  makes  it  incumbent  on  me  to  provide  as  tar 
as  I  may  against  it,  and  forty  additional  musketeers  would  then  be 
desirable. 

As  to  the  "propriety"  of  the  issue  I  see  no  objection.  The  arms  need 
not  be  delivered  to  the  men  selected  by  the  Engineer  officer  till  the 
occasion  should  actually  obtain.  The  workmen  in  charge  of  the  property 
are  bound  on  principles  of  common  law  to  defend  it  against  purloiners, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  96th  Article  of  War,  applicable  to  all  "persons 
whatsoever  receiving  pay  from  the  United  States." 

The  "expediency"  of  the  measure  is  quite  another  question  of  less 
obvious  features. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  nine  men  at  Fort  Sumter,  most  of  them 
laborers  of  foreign  nativity,  of  whom  it  is  prudent  to  be  somewhat  sus- 
picious, for  I  am  just  informed  that  on  some  of  them  being  questioned 
(as  is  the  wont  of  the  times)  on  the  point  of  their  proclivity  in  the 
event  of  secession,  re[)lied  to  the  effect  that  they  were  in<liff'ereiit,  and 
intimated  that  the  largest  bribe  would  determine  their  action,  and  they 
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cau,  3  ou  Imow,  discharge  themselves  of  their  i>ublic  obliga/tions  at  any 
iiioment,  and  thus  be  free  to  choose  sides. 

ISTow,  forty  innskets  in  the  hands  of  the  faithful  among  them  might 
control  the  rest,  but  certainly  not  on  a  close  push  from  outside.  The 
l^]ngineer  officer  can,  he  says,  keep  the  arms  beyond  the  physical  possi- 
bility of  being  taken  from  him  by  the  untrustworthy,  and  he  can  cut 
olf  all  communication  peremiitorily  with  citizens.  ISTow,  unless  some 
such  ])recaution  be  taken,  this  large  body  of  laborers  may,  in  the  possi- 
ble event  in  question,  unrestrainedly  deliver  up  the  post  and  its  con- 
tents on  a  bribe  or  demand.  Meanwhile  they  cannot  be  removed  out- 
side of  that  isolated  island  i^ost,  which  has  not  a  foot  of  ground  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  fort.  In  this  connection  I  may  add  that  at  this  post  too 
(l^ort  Moultrie)  we  have  about  fifty  laborers  of  like  descri]3tion  with 
known  secession  propensities,  as  they  are  residents  permanently  of  this 
quarter. 

On  the  point  of  expediency,  then,  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  the 
only  proper  i)recaution — that  which  has  no  objection — is  to  fill  these  two 
companies  with  drilled  recruits  (say  fifty  men)  at  once,  and  send  two 
companies  from  Old  Point  Comfort  to  occupy  respectively  Fort  Sumtej 
and  Castle  Pinckney. 

I  am,  colonel,  vours  respectfully, 

JNO.  L.  GARDNER, 
Brevet  Colonel^  TI.  S.  Army. 

[Indorsement.] 

Ordnance  Office,  Novemher  8, 1860. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  remark 
that  as  the  issue  of  forty  muskets,  approved  by  him  31st  ultimo,  was  con- 
tingent on  the  approval  of  Colonel  Gardner,  it  is  probable  that  the  issue 
has  not  and  will  not  be  made  without  further  orders. 

H.  K.  CRAIG, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance. 


Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C, 

November  10,  1860.  • 
Col.  H.  K.  Craio, 

Chief  of  Ordnance^  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir  :  On  the  7th  instant  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Gardner, 
commanding  troops  in  the  harbor,  to  issue  to  him  all  of  the  fixed  ammu- 
nition for  small-arms  (percussion  caps,  primers,  &c.)  at  this  arsenal,  such 
a  step  being  advisable,  in  his  estimation,  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
I)roperty  in  view  of  the  excitement  now  existing  in  this  city  and  State. 
Being  allowed  no  discretion  in  the  matter,  his  order  being  peremptory, 
I  proceeded  to  obey  it  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th.  Captain  Seymour 
having  come  up  from  Fort  Moultrie,  with  a  detachraen.t  of  men  and  a 
schooner,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  stores,  the  shipment  of  them 
was  interfered  with  by  the  owner  of  the  wharf  until  the  city  authorities 
('ould  be  notified,  and  there  were  but  three  or  four  cart-loads  on  board. 
I  considered  it  best  that  thej^  should  be  reconveyed  to  the  magazine 
until  something  definite  should  be  determined  upon,  which  was  done. 
Kot  having  heard  anything  further  from  Colonel  Gardner  relative  to  this 
matter,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  report  the  facts  in  the  case,  which  I 
respectfully  submit. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  HUMPHREYS, 
Military  Storelceeper  Ordnance^  Commanding, 
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[Indorsements.] 

Ordnance  Office,  November  13,  1860. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  tlie  Adjutant- General  for  the  information  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  remark  that  I  am  not  aware  by  Avhat 
antlioritv  Colonel  Gardner  undertook  to  cjive  such  an  order. 

H.  K.  OEAIG, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance. 


Washington,  D.  0.  November  11, 1860. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  Washington  City: 

Sir  :  In-compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of 
the  6th  instant,  I  inspected  the  fortifications  and  troops  in  Charleston 
Harbor,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

FORT  MOULTRIE. 

This  post  is  garrisoned  by  Companies  E  and  H,  First  Artillery,  and 
the  regimental  band  is  quartered  there. 

State  of  the  command. 

Field  and  staff. — Bvt.  Col.  John  L.  Gardner,  lieutenant-colonel  First 
Artillery,  commanding;  Asst.  Surg.  Samuel  W.  Crawford,  medical  de- 
partment. 

Company  officers. — Capt.  Miner  Knowlton,  Company  H,  absent  sick 
since  August  12,  1850;  Capt.  Abner  Doubleday,  commanding  Company 
E  ;  Bvt.  Capt.  Truman  Seymour,  first  lieutenant,  commanding  Company 
H  ;  First  Lieut.  Otis  H.  Tillinghast,  regimental  quartermaster,  and  act- 
ing adjutant  at  regimental  headquarters,  absent  since  May  29,  1860 ; 
First  Lieut.  Theodore  Talbot,  Company  H;  First  Lieut.  Jefferson  C. 
]3avis,  Comi^any  E ;  Second  Lieut.  Samuel  Breck,  Company  E,  on  duty 
at  the  Military  Academy  since  September  13,  1860 ;  Second  Lieut.  JSTor- 
man  J.  Hall,  Company  H,  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  acting  as- 
sistant commissary  of  subsistence  since  September  1, 1860,  and  post  adju- 
tant. 

Enlisted  men. — Band  and  staff,  9  musicians,  1  hospital  steward,  1  ord- 
nance sergeant  absent. 

Companies  E  and  H,  for  duty,  36 ;  on  extra  or  daily  duty,  13;  sick,  4; 
in  arrest  or  confinement,  11 ;  absent  in  confinement,  2.  Total,  64.  Pres- 
ent at  inspection,  30 ;  artillery  drill,  21 ;  infantry  drill,  23 ;  comprising 
all  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  officer,  could  with  propriety 
and  safety  be  taken  from  other  duties. 

The  officers — Lieutenant  Talbot  in  delicate  health  excepted — are  in 
good  health,  and  capable  of  enduring  the  fatigues  incident  to  any  duty 
that  may  be  demanded  of  them.  They  are  sober,  intelligent,  and  active, 
and  appear  acquainted  with  their  general  duties,  perform  them  with 
some  exceptions  punctually  and  promptly,  and  all  are  anxious  to  give 
\\\^  commanding  officer  the  aid  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  appear  inteUigent  and 
obedient,  but  do  not  move  with  an  alacrity  and  spirit  indicating  the  ex- 
istence of  a  strict  discipline. 

******* 

A  portion  of  the  work,  interior  and  exterior,  is  necessarily  encumbered 
by  material  being  used  in  repairing  parapets,  beds  for  guns,  and  arraug- 
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ing  for  the  defense  of  the  fort.    In  other  respects  the  police  of  the  post 
is  good. 

The  hospital  and  storehouses  are  outside  the  forts.  All  are  old  frame 
buildings,  highly  inflammable,  and  not  secured  by  the  presence  or  watch- 
ful eye  of  a  sentinel  from  the  acts  of  evil-disposed  persons.  An  incen- 
diary could  in  a  few  minutes  destroy  all  the  supplies  and  workshops  of 
the  command. 

Lieutenant  Hall  states  that  he  has  some  difficulty  in  procuring  suita- 
ble flour  and  p'ork  in  Charleston,  sometimes  having  to  return  the  former, 
while  the  latter  cannot  at  times  be  purchased.  He  has  about  two  months' 
supply  of  provisions  for  the  present  command. 

The  ungarded  state  of  the  fort  invites  attack,  if  such  design  exists, 
and  much  discretion  and  prudence  are  required  on  the  part  of  the  comman- 
der to  restore  the  proper  security  without  exciting  a  community  prompt 
to  misconstrue  actions  of  authority.  I  think  this  can  be  effected  by  a 
proper  commander,  without  checking  in  the  slightest  the  progress  of  the 
engineers  in  completing  the  works  of  defense.  Any  interference  with 
that  labor  would  probably  rouse  suspicions  and  create  excitement.  All 
could  have  been  easily  arranged  several  weeks  since,  when  the  danger 
was  foreseen  by  the  present  commander.  Now  much  delicacy  must  be 
practiced.  The  garrison  is  weak,  and  I  recommend  that  a  favorable  op- 
portunity be  taken  to  fill  up  the  companies  with  the  best-drilled  recruits 
available. 

^  ^  ^  W  ^  ^  TT 

The  following  events,  which  transpired  the  day  I  arrived  at  Fort 
Moultrie,  I  deem  proper  to  report  liere,  as  I  have  orally  heretofore,  as 
they  relate  to  an  act  of  unusual  importance,  tending  to  indicate  the  inflam- 
mable and  impulsive  state  of  the  public  mind  in  Charleston — to  a  great 
extent  characteristic  of  the  feeling  manifested  throughout  the  State — 
and  necessity  for  prudence  and  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  command- 
ing officer  in  all  transactions  which  may  bear  upon  the  relations  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  of  the  Army  to 
our  citizens.  I  regard  it  especially  important  to  refer  to  them,  as  Colo- 
nel Gardner  informed  me  he  should  make  no  report. 

The  military  storekeeper  has  at  the  arsenal  in  the  city  a  large  num- 
ber of  arms  and  quantity  of  ammunition,  which,  fearing  it  might  fall 
into  improper  hands,  he  desired  to  secure  to  the  United  States,  and 
under  counsel  from  Colonel  Gardner  he  packed  them  up  and  held  in 
readiness  to  be  shipped  to  Fort  Moultrie  whenever  Colonel  Gardner 
should  send  for  them.  Availing  himself  of  an  approved  requisition  for 
paints,  lacquers,  &c.,  needed  at  the  post,  he  sent  Captain  Seymour  to  the 
city  for  the  supply  and  other  articles  that  the  military  storekeeper 
might  wish  to  have  stored  at  the  post,  and  thus  secured  in  case  of  negro 
insurrections.  The  owner  of  the  wharf  refused  permission  to  ship  them. 
A  crowd  collected,  and  suspecting  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Goverrf- 
ment  to  smuggle  (it  being  late  in  the  evening,  or  after  dark)  arms, 
ammunition,  &c.,  from  the  city,  to  be  used  against  it,  or  to  prevent  their 
use  by  citizens  in  case  of  disturbances,  would  not  permit  the  property 
to  be  carried  away. 

FORT   SUMTER. 

Fort  Sumter  is  not  completed,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  Engineers, 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Snyder  (Captain  Foster  being  absent), 
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who  has  employed  upon  it  some  hundred  and  ten  men.  A  portion  of 
the  armament  is  mounted,  but  for  its  defense  a  few  regular  soldiers,  to 
overawe  the  workmen  and  to  control  them,  only  would  be  necessary  at 
present.  The  lower  embrasures  are  closed,  and  if  the  main  gate  be 
secured  a  stormiug^party  would  require  ladders  twenty  feet  in  length 
to  gain  admission.  No  arms  are  here,  and  I  doubt  if  they  would  l)e 
serviceable  in  the  hands  of  workmen,  who  would  take  the  side  of  tlie 
stronger  force  present.  Unless  it  sliould  become  necessary  I  think  it 
advisable  not  to  occupy  this  work  so  long  as  the  mass  of  engineer  work- 
men are  engaged  in  it.  The  completion  of  those  parts  essential  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  company  might  be  hastened.  The  magazine  con- 
tains thirty- nine  thousand  four  hundred  pounds  of  powder.  The  num- 
ber of  guns  on  hand  is  seventy- eight,  consisting  of  8  and  10  inch  colum- 
biads,  8-ijich  sea-coast  howitzers,  42  pounder  guns,  and  32  and  24- 
pounders,  with  carriages,  shot,  shell,  implements,  &c. 

CASTLE  PINCKNEY. 

Castle  Pinckney  commands  Charleston,  and  its  armament  is  complete. 
Here  the  powder  belonging  to  the  arsenal  in  the  city  is  stored.  A  com- 
pany can  be  accommodated  here,  while  a  small  force  under  an  officer 
would  secure  it  against  surprise  or  even  a  bold  attack  of  such  enemies 
likely  to  undertake  it.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  an  ordnance  sergeant, 
who  keeps  everything  in  as  good  order  as  possible.  The  quarters  and 
magazine  require  repairs.  IJnder  present  circumstances  I  would  not 
recommend  its  occupation. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C. 

November  12,  1860. 
Col.  H.  K.  Craig, 

Chief  of  Ordnance^  U.  8.  A  ^  Washington,  B.  C.  : 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  excitement  now  existing  in  this  city  and  State, 
and  the  possibility  of  an  insurrectionary  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
servile  population,  the  governor  has  tendered,  through  General  Schnierle, 
of  South  Carolina  Militia,  a  guard,  of  a  detachment  of  a  lieutenant  and 
twenty  men  for  this  post,  which  has  been  accepted. 

Trusting  that  this  course  may  meet  the  approval  of  the  Department, 
I  am,  sir,  veiy  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

r.  C.  HUMPHREYS, 
Military  Storelceeper  Ordnance,  Commanding. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  November  12,  18G0. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

First  Artillery,  Care  of  A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Army,  Neio  Yorh: 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  see  you,  and  directs  that  you 
])roceed  to  this  city  and  report  to  him  without  unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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FoET^  Moultrie,  S.  C,  November  14,  1860. 

Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A.,  WasJiingto7i,  D.  0.: 

Colonel  :  I  liavo  the  honor  to  inform  you  th«T;t  I  arrived  here  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th  instant.  I  found  that  the  pintle  blocks  for 
the  howitzer  embrasures  at  Fort  Moultrie  had  not  arrived,  and  that  the 
work  was  waiting  for  them.  The  communications  being  finished  con- 
necting the  interior  of  the  caponieres  with  the  interior  of  the  fort,  and 
no  cover  for  them  being  prepared  as  yet,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  con- 
struct temporary  flanking  arrangements  at  once,  in  consideration  of 
the  peculiar  state  of  the  public  feeling  here  and  the  wishes  of  several 
officers  of  the  garrison,  including  the  commanding  officer.  These  I 
commenced  yesterday  morning  and  completed  last  night,  includiDg  the 
construction  of  temporary  platforms  and  placing  four  field  ])ieces  in 
position.  These  temporary  flanking  arrangements  occupy  the  positions 
that  the  caponieres  are  to  occupy,  one  of  them  having  its  lines  four 
feet  within  the  walls  of  the  caponiere,  so  as  to  give  room  for  the  masons 
to  work.  This  temporary  construction  can  therefore  stand  until  I 
finish  the  outside  caponiere,  which  I  shall  do  as  soon  as  possible  with- 
out waiting  longer  for  the  pintle  stones. 

I  have  made  these  temporary  defenses  as  inexpensive  as  possible,  and 
they  consist  simply  of  a  stout  board  fence,  ten  feet  high,  surmounted 
by  strips  filled  with  nail-points,  with  a  dry-brick  wall  two  bricks  thick 
oil  the  inside,  raised  to  the  height  of  a  man's  head,  and  pierced  with  em- 
brasures and  a  sufficient  number  of  loopholes.  Their  immediate  construc- 
tion has  satisfied  and  gratified  the  commanding  officer,  Colonel  Gardner, 
and  they  are,  I  think,  adequate  to  the  present  wants  of  the  garrison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

-^  ^-  ^^  ^  •  '  New  Yorlc,  November  15,  1 860. 

Major  Robert  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  will  forthwith  proceed  to  Fort 
Moultrie,  and  immediately  relieve  Bvt.  Col.  John  L.  Gardner,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  First  Artillery,  in  command  thereof;  who,  on  being 
relieved,  will  repair  without  delay  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  report 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  Texas  for  duty,  with 
that  portion  of  his  regiment  serving  therein. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Scott : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Engineer  Department, 

Washingtonj  November  20,  1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
Captain:  Your  letter  of  the  14th,  reporting  the  temporary  defensive 
arrangements  you  have  had  carried  out  since  your  arrival  at  Fort 
Moultrie  on  the  11th  instant,  has  been  received,  and  your  proceedings 
are  approved. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  in  charge. 


74  OPERATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    O.  rCHAP.  T. 

Charleston  Arsenal,  l^ovemher  20, 1800. 
Col.  H.  K.  CRAia, 

Ordnance  Department : 

Sir:  III  obedieuce  to  the  instructions  of  tlie  War  Department  T  came 
to  tliis  phice  and  have  assumed  command  of  the  arsenal.  The  excite- 
ment concerning  this  arsenal  which  existed  here  a  short  time  since  is 
very  much  allayed,  and  this  result  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  pru- 
dence and  discretion  of  the  military  storekeeper,  Mr.  Humphreys, 
whose  conduct  on  the  occasion  meets  my  commendation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Brevet- Colonel,  U.  8.  Army. 

[Indorsement.] 

Ordnance  Office,  November  24,  1860. 

Respectfullv  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 

WM.  MAYXADIER, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 


1^0. 1.]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  JSTovemher  23, 1860. 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General ,  TJ.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  from  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  inspected  i\\^. 
forts  of  this  harbor.  As  Major  Porter  has  recently  made  a  report  in  re- 
lation to  them,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  mainly  to  other  matters,  of 
great  importance,  if  the  Government  intends  holding  them.  At  Fort 
Moultrie  the  Engineer,  Captain  Foster,  is  working  very  energetically  on 
the  outer  defenses,  which  will,  should  nothing  unforseen  occur  to  pre- 
vent, be  finished  and  the  guns  mounted  in  two  weeks.  There  are  sev- 
eral sand  hillocks  within  four  hundred  yards  of  our  eastern  wall,  which 
offer  admirable  covei^  to  approaching  parties,  and  would  be  formidable 
X)oints  for  sharpshooters.  Two  of  them  command  our  work.  These  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  level,  at  least  sufficiently  to  render  our  position 
less  insecure  than  it  now  is.  When  the  outworks  are  completed,  this 
fort,  with  its  appropriate  war  garrison,  will  be  capable  of  making  a  very 
handsome  defense.  It  is  so  small  that  we  shall  have  little  space  for 
storing  our  provisions,  wood^  &c.  The  garrison  now  in  it  is  so  weak  as 
to  invite  an  attack,  which  is  openly  and  publicly  threatened.  We  are 
about  sixty,  and  have  a  line  of  rampart  of  1,500  feet  in  length  to  defend. 
If  beleaguered,  as  every  man  of  the  command  must  be  either  engaged  or 
held  on  the  alert,  they  will  be  exhausted  and  worn  down  in  a  few  days 
and  nights  of  such  service  as  they  would  then  have  to  undergo. 

At  Fort  Sumter  the  guns  of  the  lower  tier  of  casemates  will  be 
mounted,  the  Engineer  estimates,  in  about  seventeen  days.  That  fort  is 
now  ready  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  one  company,  and,  in- 
deed, for  the  temi)orary  reception  of  its  proper  garrison. 

Captain  Foster  states  that  the  magazines  (4)  are  done,  and  in  excel- 
lent condition  ;  that  they  now  contain  40,000  pounds  of  cannon  powder 
and  a  fall  supply  of  ammunition  for  one  tier  of  guns.  This  work  is  the 
key  to  the  entrance  of  this  harbor ;  its  guns  command  this  work,  and 
could  soon  drive  out  its  occupants.  It  should  be  garrisoned  at  once. 
Castle  Pinckney,  a  small  casemated  work,  perfectly  commanding  the 
city  of  Charleston,  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
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repairs,  which  will  require  the  expeuditnre  of  about  $500.  They  are — 
1st,  replacing  three  water  casks  aud  the  old  banquette  on  the  gorge;  2d, 
repairing  one  of  the  cisterns  and  the  old  palisading,  which,  though  much 
rotten,  may  at  a  trifling  expense  be  made  to  answer  for  the  present;  3d, 
making  six  shutters  for  the  embrasures  and  doing  some  shglit  work  to 
the  main  gates.  Two  mortars  and  a  few  other  articles  belonging  to  this 
work  were  taken  to  the  United  States  Arsenal  in  Charleston  some  months 
since  for  repair.  They  are  still  there.  I  shall  ask  the  officer  in  charge 
to  return  tliem  as  soon  as  he  can.  The  magazine  is  not  a  very  good  one ; 
it  contains  some  rifle  and  musket  powder,  said  to  be  good,  and  also  some 
cannon  powder  reported  damaged.  The  powder  belongs  to  the  arsenal. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  essentially  important  that  this  castle  should  be  im- 
mediately occupied  by  a  garrison,  say,  of  two  officers  and  thirty  men. 
The  safety  of  our  little  garrison  would  be  rendered  more  certain,  and  our 
fort  would  be  more  secure  from  an  attack  by  such  a  holding  of  Castle 
Pinckney  than  it  would  be  from  quadrupling  our  force.  The  Charles- 
tonians  would  not  venture  to  attack  this  place  when  they  knew  that  their 
city  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  commander  of  Castle  Pinckney.  So  impor- 
tant do  I  consider  the  holding  of  Castle  Pinckney  by  the  Government 
that  I  recommend,  if  the  troops  asked  for  cannot  be  sent  at  once,  that  I 
be  authorized  to  place  an  Engineer  detachment,  consisting,  say,  of  one 
officer,  two  masons,  two  carpenters,  and  twenty-six  laborers,  to  make 
the  repairs  needed  there.  They  might  be  sent  without  any  opposition 
or  suspicion,  and  would  in  a  short  time  be  sufficiently  instructed  in  the 
use  of  the  guns  in  the  castle  to  enable  their  commander  to  hold  the* 
castle  against  any  force  that  could  be  sent  against  it.  If  my  force  was 
not  so  very  small  I  would  not  hesitate  to  send  a  detachment  at  once  to 
garrison  that  work.  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney  7ni(st  be  garri- 
soned immediately  if  the  Government  determines  to  keep  command  of 
this  harbor. 

I  need  not  say  how  anxious  I  am — indeed,  determined,  so  far  as  honor 
will  i)ermit — to  avoid  collision  with  the  citizens  of  Soutli  Carolina. 
Nothing,  however,  will  be  better  calculated  to  i)revent  bloodshed  than 
our  being  found  in  such  an  attitude  that  it  would  be  madness  and  folly 
to  attack  us.  There  is  not  so  much  of  feverish  excitement  as  there 
was  last  week,  but  that  there  is  a  settled  determination  to  leave  the 
Union,  and  to  obtain  possession  of  this  work,  is  apparent  to  all.  Castle 
Pinckney,  being  so  near  the  city,  and  having  no  one  in  it  but  an  ord- 
nance sergeant,  they  regard  as  already  in  their  possession.  The  clouds 
are  threatening,  and  the  storm  may  break  upon  us  at  any  moment.  I 
do,  then,  most  earnestly  entreat  that  a  re-enforcement  be  immediately 
sent  to  this  garrison,  and  that  at  least  two  companies  be  sent  at  the 
same  time  to  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney — half  a  company,  under 
a  judicious  commander,  sufficing,  I  think,  for  the  latter  work.  I  feel 
the  full  responsibility  of  making  the  above  suggestions,  because  I  firmly 
believe  that  as  soon  as  the  people  of  South  Carolina  learn  that  I  have 
demanded  re-enforcements,  and  that  they  have  been  ordered,  they  will 
occupy  Castle  Pinckney  and  attack  this  fort.  It  is  therefore  of  vital 
importance  that  the  troops  embarked  (say  in  war  steamers)  shall  be 
designated  for  other  duty.  As  we  have  no  men  who  know  anything 
about  preparing  ammunition,  and  our  officers  will  be  too  much  occupied 
to  instruct  them,  I  respectfully  request  that  about  half  a  dozen  ordnance 
men,  accustomed  to  the  work  of  preparing  fixed  ammunition,  be  sent 
here,  to  be  distributed  at  these  forts. 

Two  of  my  best  officers,  Captain  Seymour  and  Lieutenant  Talbot,  are 
delicate,  and  will,  I  fear,  not  be  able  to  undergo  much  fatigue. 
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With  these  three  works  garrisoned  as  requested,  aud  with  a  supply  of 
ordnance  stores,  for  which  I  shall  send  requisitions  in  a  few  days,  I  shall 
feel  that,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  there  may  be  a  hope  that  no  blood  will 
be  shed,  and  that  South  Carolina  will  not  attempt  to  take  these  forts  by 
force,  but  will  resort  to  diplomacy  to  secure  them.  If  we  neglect,  how- 
ever, to  strengthen  ourselves,  she  will,  unless  these  works  are  surren- 
dered on  their  lirst  demand,  most  assuredly  immediately  attack  us.  1 
will  thank  the  Department  to  give  me  special  instructions,  as  my  posi- 
tion here  is  rather  a  politico-militar^?^  than  a  military  one. 

I  presume,  also,  that  the  President  ought  to  take  some  action  in  ref- 
erence to  my  being  a  member  of  the  Military  Academy  Commission, 
which  is  to  reconvene  in  the  city  of  Washington  in  a  few  days. 

Unless  otherwise  specially  directed,  I  shall  make  future  communica- 
tions through  the  ordinary  channels. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBEET  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

WasMngton,  November  24,  1800. 
Maj.  Robert  xInderson, 

First  Regiment  Artillery,  U.  8.  A,, 

Commanding  Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston,  8,  C.  : 

Major  :  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  that  you  will  communicate, 
with  the  least  delay  practicable,  the  present  state  of  your  command,  and 
everything  which  may  relate  to  the  condition  of  the  work  under  your 
charge  and  its  capabilities  of  defense,  together  with  such  views  as  you 
7nay  have  to  suggest  in  respect  to  the  same.  He  desires  to  be  informed 
v/hether,  in  view  of  maintaining  the  troops  ready  for  efficient  action 
and  defense,  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  employ  reliable  persons,  not 
connected  with  the  military  service,  for  purposes  of  fatigue  and  police. 
Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant'  General. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  November  24,  1860. 
Col.  R.  E.  De  Rijssy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers,  TJ.  8.  A.,  WasMngton,  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  yesterday,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Major  Anderson,  now  in  command  of  Fort  Moultrie,  I  accom- 
panied him  on  a  visit  to  the  other  forts  in  the  harbor,  viz,  Fort  Sumter 
and  Castle  Pinckney,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  their  condition  and 
capacities  for  defense.  Fort  Sumter,  having  all  the  arches  of  the  second 
tier  turned,  and  a  commencement  made  in  laying  the  flagging;  the 
traverse  circle  of  the  first  tier  reset;  the  flagging  inside  of  the  circles,  on 
one  face,  laid  ready  for  the  guns  to  be  mounted ;  preparations  completed 
for  mounting  all  the  guns  of  this  tier  as  fast  as  the  flagging  is  laid;  the 
floors  in  one  barrack  laid ;  officers'  quarters  completed ;  the  whole  of 
the  barbette  tier  ready  for  the  armament,  presented  an  excellent  appear- 
ance of  preparation  and  strength  equal  to  seventy  per  cent,  of  its 
efficiency  when  finished. 

In  the  opinion  of  Major  Anderson  it  is  ready  for,  and  ought  to  receive, 
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at  least  ouo  company,  and  I  understand  him  to  be  about  to  ask  for  that 
garrison  immediately. 

We  next  visited  Castle  Pinckney,  which  was  found  in  excellent  order, 
with  the  exception  of  some  repairs  required  on  the  wooden  banquette  on 
the  gorge,  first  tier,  some  new  casemate  embrasure  shutters,  and  the 
second  cistern  to  be  rebuilt.  All  other  parts  of  the  work  were  in  good 
order,  as  it  had  but  recently  been  thoroughly  repaired  with  the  above 
exceptions. 

Major  Anderson  is  about  to  urge  upon  the  Department  the  sending  of 
one  company,  also,  to  this  fort,  which  commands  the  city  of  Charleston. 
In  that  case  I  think  the  second  cistern  should  be  repaired  at  once,  and 
also  the  necessary  renewal  given  to  the  decayed  wooden  banquette,  over 
the  cisterns  on  the  gorge,  and  to  the  casemate  shutters.  I  would,  there- 
fore, respectfully  ask  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  from  the  •^Con- 
tingencies of  fortifications'^  for  this  purpose.  Eegarding  the  shutters 
as  necessary  to  be  repaired  at  once,  I  am,  in  anticipation  of  your  approval, 
having  it  done  at  this  time. 

There  is  another  matter  in  connection  with  this  work  which  Major 
Anderson  suggested,  and  which  may  become  important  in  view  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  public  mind  here,  the  temper  of  which  seems  not 
to  be  improving,  and  that  is,  to  garrison  Castle  Pinckney  with  Engineer 
employes  in  case  the  Department  does  not  consider  it  expedient  to  send 
troops  for  the  purpose.  At  his  request  I  have  made  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  as  follows  : 

Total  for  the  first  moutli $1,600 

The  second  month  will  be 1,  050 

I  consider  it  proper  to  give  you  the  above  information,  in  order  that 
you  may  be  fully  aware  of  what  is  transpiring. 
Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

[ludorsement.j 

^'Eeturii  to  Governor  Floyd." 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

November  28,  1860. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson, 

TJ.  S.  Army^  (&c.,  Fort  Monltrie : 

Major  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  has  been  received  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  now  under  consideration,  the 
result  of  which  will  be  duly  communicated  to  you.  In  the  mean  time 
authority  has  been  given  by  the  Engineer  Bureau  to  Captain  Foster  to 
send  to  Castle  Pinckney  the  Engineer  workmen,  as  suggested  by  you, 
for  i)urposes  of  repairs,  &c. 

The  Secretary  desires  that  any  communications  you  may  have  to 
make  for  the  information  of  the  Department  be  addressed  to  this  ofitice, 
or  to  the  Secretary  himself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant-  General. 
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Engineer  Department, 
Washington,  November  28,  1860. 
Oapt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  Charleston  S.  C  : 

Captain  :  Your  letter  of  the  24tli  iDstaut  has  been  received,  and  in 
reply  I  have  to  say  that  you  are  authorized  to  make  the  repairs  which 
you  rei^rt  as  necessary  to  Castle  Pinckney,  and  that,  as  recommended 
in  your  letter,  you  are  authorized  to  organize  a  working  force  of  an  offi- 
cer, four  mechanics,  and  thirty  laborers. 

To  meet  the  expenditures  at  that  work,  specified  in  your  estimate, 
the  sum  of  $1,800  will  be  furnished  you  from  the  appropriation  for 
'^  Contingencies  of  fortifications." 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  in  charge. 


No.  2.]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  November  28,  1860. 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- Ge7ieral  U.  S.  A.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  24th  instant.  I  presume  that  my  letter  of  the  23d 
has  been  received,  and  that  the  Department  is  now  in  possession  of  my 
views  in  reference  to  the  measures  I  deem  advisable  and  necessary  for 
keeping  this  work  and  this  harbor.  Your  letter  confines  my  answer  to 
what  refers  to  the  worJc  under  my  charge.  I  cannot  but  remarli  that  I 
think  its  security  from  attack  would  be  more  greatly  increased  by  throw- 
ing garrisons  into  Castle  Pinckney  and  Fort  Sumter  than  by  anything 
that  can  be  done  in  strengthening  the  defenses  of  this  worlv.  There  are 
several  intelligent  and  efficient  men  in  this  community,  who,  by  inti- 
mate intercourse  with  our  Army  officers,  have  become  perfectly  avcII 
acquainted  with  this  fort,  its  weak  points,  and  the  best  means  of  attack. 
There  appears  to  be  a  romantic  desire  urging  the  South  Carolinians  to 
have  possession  of  this  work, "which  was  so  nobly  defended  by  their  an- 
cestors in  1776 ;  and  the  State,  if  she  determines  to  act  on  the  aggres- 
sive, will  exert  herself  to  take  this  work.  The  accompanying  report  ex- 
hibits the  present  state  of  my  command.  I  think  I  can  rely  upon  their 
doing  their  duty,  but  you  will  see  how  sadly  deficient  we  are  in  luim- 
bers,  whether  to  repel  a  coup  de  main  or  to  maintain  a  siege.  We  fin- 
ished mounting  our  guns  this  morning,  and  I  shall  soon  commence  drill- 
ing and  exercising  my  men  in  firing  with  muskets  and  cannon.  I  find 
that  in  consequence  of  sickness,  &c.,  very  little  military  duty  has  been 
attended  to  here  for  a  long  time ;  we  shall  try,  and  I  hope  to  succeed  in 
regaining  the  lost  ground.  This  work,  when  Captain  Foster  finishes 
the  ditch,  counterscarp,  and  bastionettes  on  which  he  is  now  at  work, 
and  executes  the  addition  of  a  half  battery  at  the  northwest  angle  of 
the  fort,  which  I  have  urged  him  to  commence  immediately,  will  be  in 
good  condition.  I  would  have  preferred  having  a  ditch  (wet),  but  the 
captain  informs  me  that  he  could  not  make  it,  in  consequence  of  the 
quicksand.  1  will  send  a  requisition  in  a  few  days  (1  am  very  constant- 
ly occupied  now)  for  certain  ordnance  stores.  Among  them  I  shall  em- 
brace a  couple  of  Coehorns,  say  four  mountain  howitzers  and  twenty  of 
the  heaviest  revolvers,  with  a  supply  ot  ammunition.  I  believe  that  we 
have  no  muskets  for  firing  several  charges.    I  would  have  been  pleased 
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to  get  four  of  them  for  the  half  bastion,  but  if  there  are  none  I  will  re- 
place them  by  something  else.  I  would  like  to  get  these  articles  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  I  wish  to  practice  our  men  with  the  different  arms  I  may 
have  to  use.  God  forbid,  though,  that  I  should  do  so.  Colonel  Huger 
has  just  left  me  5  he  came  down  stating  that  there  was  the  greatest  ex- 
citement in  the  city  on  account  of  a  rumor  that  the  Adger  was  bring- 
ing out  four  companies.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  were  in  favor  of  taking 
steamers  and  going  out  to  intercept  the  Adger.  He  has  just  returned. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  no  intelligence  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Secretary  about  the  expe- 
diency of  emijloying  reliable  persons  not  connected  with  the  military 
service,  for  purposes  of  fatigue  and  police,  I  must  say  that  I  doubt 
whether  such  could  be  obtained  here.  They  would  certainly  be  of  great 
assistance  to  us.  The  excitement  here  is  too  great.  Captain  Foster  in- 
forms me  that  an  adjutant  of  a  South  Carolina  regiment  applied  to  him 
for  his  rolls,  stating  that  he  wished  to  enroll  the  men  for  military  duty. 
The  caiDtain  told  him  that  they  had  no  right  to  do  it,  as  the  men  were 
in  the  pay  of  the  United  States  Government.  I  j>resume  that  every 
able-bodied  man  in  this  part  of  the  State,  not  in  the  service  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  is  now  being  or  has  been  enrolled. 

I  will  thank  the  Government  to  give  me  special  instructions  in  refer- 
ence to  a  question  wliich  may  arise  in  these  cases : 

What  shall  I  do  if  the  State  authorities  demand  from  Captain  Foster 
men  who  they  m«y  aver  have  been  enrolled  into  the  State  service*? 
Captain  Foster  will  probably  send  such  cases  to  me;  what  shall  I  do 
with  them "? 

1  hope  that  my  command  will  very  soon  be  strengthened,  so  far  at  the 
least  as  filling  uj)  these  comjianies  to  the  legal  standard.  This  would 
enable  me,  at  all  events,  to  have  our  proper  garrison  military  duties  prop- 
erly attended  to. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  if  I  had  been  here  before  the  commence- 
ment of  expenditures  on  this  work,  and  supposed  that  this  garrison 
would  not  be  increased,  I  should  have  advised  its  withdrawal,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  guard,  and  its  removal  to  Fort  Sumter,  which  so 
perfectly  commands  the  harbor  and  this  fort. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AI^DEKSOK, 
Major  J  First  Regiment  Artillery^  Commandimj, 

Field  rcj)ort  of  command  at  Fort  Moultrie^  present  this  day. 


Present  for  duty. 

Officers, 

Men. 

Commissioned  oflficers 

*7 

Band 

8 

2 

17 

39 

Xon-comiQissioned  staff 

Non-commissioned  officers 

Privates --  -- 

Sick  ])rivate8 

2 
7 

^1 

75 

Confined  privates    

'ijjiclusive  commanding  officers,  special  service. 
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Charleston,  S.  C,  November  28, 1860. 
Col.  R.  E.  De  Eussy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers^  TJ.  S.  A,,  Washington,  B,  0.  ; 
Colonel  :  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  since  iu  relation  to  certain  contin- 
gencies of  defense  Avbich  might  occur  before  long  in  this  harbor.  I  only 
wish  to  add  now  that  if  the  War  Department  decides  not  to  send  more 
soldiers  here,  but  to  avail  itself  of  the  Engineer  force  to  guard  Forts 
Sumter  and  Pinckney,  I  shall  require  the  assistance  of  another  Engineer 
officer.  For  several  reasons  my  personal  attention  is  required  at  Fort 
Moultrie  just  now.  I  require  Mr.  Snyder  to  give  his  personal  attention 
to  Fort  Sumter,  and  such  other  matters  as  arise  from  time  to  time.  In 
all  probability  it  will  soon  become  necessary  to  confine  his  duties  more 
closely  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  if  I  have  to  supply  men  to  Castle  Pinckney 
I  shall  Avant  another  Engineer  officer  to  direct  their  labors  and  duties. 

It  is  not  certain  that  the  emergency  requiring  the  above  division  of 
the  Engineer  duties  under  my  charge  will  arise,  but  it  is  better  to  be  pre- 
pared, and  I  would  respectfully  urge  you  to  grant  my  request,  and,  if 
so,  that  I  may  have  the  services  of  the  officer  detailed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  a.  FOSTER, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  November  30,  1860. 

Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

CoLONFL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  28th  instant,  and  to  request  that  the  amount  desired  from  the 
'^ Contingencies  of  fortifications"  for  the  repairs  of  (Jastle  Pinckney 
($1,800),  for  one  month,  WiSby  be  placed  to  my  credit  Avith  the  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

I  liaA^e  entered  upon  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  commencing 
Avork,  and  on  Monday,  the  3d  of  December,  shall  place  in  Castle  Pinck- 
ney the  number  of  men  authorized  by  the  Department,  with  all  the  nec- 
essary arrangements  for  subsistence,  lodging,  &c.,  so  that  they  may  not 
leave  the  work  until  they  are  withdrawn. 

Major  Anderson,  at  my  request,  has  kindly  consented  to  detail  an  offi- 
cer to  assist  me  until  an  Engineer  officer  can  be  sent  me  for  this  purpose, 
for  I  regard  it  as  necessary  that  an  officer  shall  be  constantly  present 
at  this  Avork  after  the  repairs  are  commenced.  Lieut.  J.  C.  DaA^is  is  to 
be  detailed,  and  is  to  report  to  me.  I  trust,  however,  that  thi^  tempo- 
rary detail  will  not  induce  any  delay  in  sending  me  another  officer,  as 
Major  Anderson  needs  the  ser\^ices  of  all  in  his  command.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  haA- e  the  repairs  promptly  made,  and  to  secure  a  proper  pro- 
tection to  the  property  of  the  United  States.  In  doing  this  it  will  be 
indispensable  that  I  have  the  men  instructed,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the 
serAdce  of  the  guns,  and  also  in  the  manual  of  arms,,  if  I  can  arrange 
with  Colonel  Huger  to  haA^e  the  requisite  number  of  muskets  sent  from 
the  arsenal.  I  shall  also  haA^e  Lieut.  G.  W.  Snyder  take  up  his  quarters 
in  Fort  Sumter,  and  give  like  instructions  to  about  fifty  picked  men,  in 
whom  I  can  place  reliance  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

I  beg  you  to  understand,  however,  that  I  do  not  regard  all  these  arrange- 
ments as  absolutely  demanded  by  anything  that  now  appears,  but  rather 
as  a  safe  precaution  in  view  of  Avhat  may  appear  any  day,  if  anything 
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more  exciting  than  usual  occurs  to  stimulate  the  extremely  rash  peisons 
among  a  community  already  sufficiently  excited  upon  the  subject  of  their 
State  relations. 

I  think  that  more  troops  should  have  been  sent  here  to  guard  the 
forts,  and  I  believe  that  no  serious  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the 
populace  would  have  met  such  a  com'se.  But,  as  it  is  decided  not  to  do 
this,  and  to  rely  instead  upon  the  Engineer  employees  for  i)rotection  of 
the  public  i)roperty,  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  carry  out  this 
purpose.  1  shall,  of  course,  exercise  the  necessary  amount  of  prudence, 
and  avoid  any  appearance  of  arming,  as  I  conceive  this  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain  Engineers, 

[Indorsement.] 

Colonel  Cooper  says  this  has  been  shown  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  G.  W.  [WRIGHT.] 
December  6,  1860. 


No.  3.]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  Becemher  1,  1860. 

Col.  S.  CooviEn,  A€ljuta7it- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  regret  that  I  have  to  report  that  things  look 
more  gloomy  than  the  day  at  the  date  of  my  last  communication. 
Captain  Seymour,  just  returned  from  the  city,  reports  that  the  excite- 
ment there  is  very  great.  Col.  E.  B.  White  and  other  gentlemen,  with 
whom  he  conversed,  stated  that  the  people  of  Charleston  would  not 
allow  another  man  or  any  kind  of  stores  to  be  landed  at  or  for  these 
forts.  They  say  that  anything  which  indicates  a  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government  to  act  with  an  unusual  degree  of  vigor 
in  putting  these  works  in  a  better  state  of  defense  will  be  regarded  as 
an  act  of  aggression,  and  will,  as  well  as  either  of  the  other  acts  men- 
tioned above,  cause  an  attack  to  be  made  on  this  fort. 

Two  Charlestonians  who  were  down  here  to-day  remarked  to  me  that 
as  soon  as  the  State  seceded  she  would  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
forts,  and  that  if  not  given  up,  they  would  be  taken ;  but  that  this  would 
not  be  done  sooner  unless  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
proved  that  it  was  preparing  to  hold  possession  of  them. 

The  agent  of  the  boat  which  brought  the  24-pounder  howitzer  and 
ammunition  is  severely  censured  for  having  brought  them,  and  the  agent 
of  the  steamer  James  Adger  was  told  that  any  vessel  bringing  troops 
here  would  not  be  safe  in  this  harbor.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have 
seen  Assistant  Surgeon  Crawford,  who  has  also  been  in  the  city.  He 
says  that  never  until  to-day  did  he  believe  that  our  position  w  as  critical. 
One  of  his  friends  told  him  that  we  would  have  trouble  in  less  than 
fifteen  days.  Pie  thinks  that  they  will  first  attempt  to  take  Fort  Sumter, 
which  they  (justly)  say  will  control  this  work.  Castle  Pinckney  they 
regard  as  theirs  already-.  Mr.  King,  the  intendant  of  this  island,  told 
the  doctor  that  as  soon  as  the  act  of  secession  was  passed  a  demand 
would  be  made  on  me  to  surrender  this  fort.  All  these  remarks  lead  to 
the  same  conclusion — a  fixed  purpose  to  have  these  works.  The  question 
for  the  Government  to  decide — and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better — is, 
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whether,  when  South  Carolina  secedes,  these  forts  are  to  be  surrendered 
or  not.  If  the  former,  I  must  be  informed  of  it,  and  instructed  what 
course  I  am  to  pursue.  If  the  latter  be  the  determination,  no  time  is  to 
be  lost  in  either  sending  troops,  as  already  suggested,  or  vessels  of  war 
to  this  harbor.  Either  of  these  courses  may  cause  some  of  the  doubting- 
States  to  join  South  Carolina. 

I  shall  go  steadily  on,  preparing  for  the  worst,  trusting  hopefully  in 
the  God  of  Battles  to  guard  and  guide  me  in  my  course.  I  think  it 
probable  that  in  the  present  highly  excited  state  of  these  people,  the 
sending  of  the  detachment  of  Engineer  laborers  to  Castle  Pinckney  may 
bring  on  that  collision  which  we  are  so  anxious  to  avoid.  I  shall  con- 
sult with  Captain  Foster  on  his  return  to  the  island,  and  if  convinced 
that  it  will  lead  to  that  result,  will  assume  the  responsibility  of  suspend- 
ing the  execution  of  that  plan  for  the  present.  This  fort,  in  consequence 
of  the  unfinished  state  of  our  repairs,  &c.,  is  not  in  a  condition  for 
inviting  an  attack.  Captain  Seymour  says  that  he  is  satisfied  they 
intend  erecting  a  battery  on  the  upper  end  of  this  island,  to  command 
the  inner  channel.  I  do  not  know  what  course  to  advise.  They  are 
making  every  preparation  (drilling  nightly,  &c.)  for  the  fight  which 
they  say  must  take  place,  and  insist  on  our  not  doing  anything.  We 
are  now  certainly  too  weak  to  fight.  Were  we  to  guard  against  a 
surprise,  our  men,  if  surrounded  by  only  an  undisciplined  mob,  would 
soon  be -worn  out  by  fatigue. 

I  learn  from  Captain  Ord  that  attempts  have  been  made,  by  offers  of 
heavy  sums,  to  induce  men  at  Old  Point  to  join  a  Southern  army.  I 
have  not  heard  that  any  attempts  have  been  made  to  tamper  with  our 
men,  who  thus  far  cheerfully  perform  the  arduous  and  ceaseless  duties 
imposed  upon  them  in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  command. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  mention,  as  an  indication  of  the  expectation  of 
the  citizens  of  Charleston,  that  three  friends  of  the  ladies  of  our  offi- 
cers have  within  a  day  or  two  been  pressed  most  urgently  to  go  to  the 
city  to  stay  with  them  there. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEET  ANDERSON, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

December  1,  1860. 
Maj.  E.  Anderson: 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  November  28  has  been  received.  The  Secretary 
of  War  has  directed  Brevet  Colonel  Huger  to  repair  to  this  city,  as 
soon  as  he  can  safely  leave  his  post,  to  return  there  in  a  short  time. 
He  desires  you  to  see  Colonel  Huger,  and  confer  with  him  prior  to  his 
departure  on  the  matters  which  have  been  confided  to  each  of  you. 

It  is  believed,  from  information  thought  to  be  reliable,  that  an  attack 
will  not  be  made  on  your  command,  and  the  Secretary  has  only  to  refer 
to  his  conversation  with  you,  and  to  caution  you  that,  should  his  con- 
victions unhappily  prove  untrue,  your  actions  must  be  such  as  to  be  free 
from  the  charge  of  initiating  a  collision.  If  attacked,  you  are,  of  course, 
expected  to  defend  the  trust  committed  to  you  to  the  best  of  your 
ability. 

The  increase  of  the  force  under  your  command,  however  much  to  be 
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desiredj  would,  the  Secretary  thinks,  judging  from  the  recent  excitement 
produced  on  account  of  an  anticipated  increase,  as  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  but  add  to  that  excitement,  and  might  lead  to  serious  results. 

S.  COOPER. 


No.  4.]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  0.,  JDecember  2, 18G0. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  December  5.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  seen  Captain  Fos- 
ter, and  that  he  says  that  he  told  several  gentlemen  in  Charleston  yes- 
terday that  he  intended  commencing  at  once  certain  repairs  at  Castle 
Pinckney.  He  is  satisfied,  from  the  manner  in  which  his  remark  was 
received,  that  no  offense  will  be  taken  at  his  putting  his  workmen  in 
the  Castle.  1  shall,  consequently,  not  interpose  any  objection  to  his 
doing  so.  He  has  applied  to  me  for  an  of&cer  to  take  charge  tempo- 
rarily of  his  workmen  until  an  Engineer  ofi&cer  can  be  sent  on,  and 
although  I  cannot  very  well  spare  one,  I  shall,  in  consideration  of  my 
regarding  that  detachment  as  really  acting  the  part  of  an  advance 
guard  for  my  command,  take  the  responsibility  of  assigning  Lieutenant 
Davis  to  that  duty. 

Captain  Foster  thinks  that  he  will  finish  the  small  projection  at  the 
northwest  salient  of  this  work  to-morrow,  and  he  will  then  repoint  the 
walls  of  this  fort  (a  work  very  essential)  and  commence  digging  a 
shallow  wet  ditch  at  or  near  the  foot  of  the  wall.  The  presence  of 
quicksand  prevents  his  digging  a  regular  ditch,  but  he  can  dig  one  that 
will  afford  such  an  obstruction  as  will,  with  ordinary  precaution,  pre- 
vent our  works  being  carried  by  a  rush. 

When  he  has  finished  these  works  I  shall  feel  that,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  even  my  littie  command  will  be  enabled  to  make  such  a  re- 
sistance that  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  will,  though  they  may 
surround,  hardly  venture  to  attack  us.  We  expect  a  full  supply  of 
provisions  about  the  10th  of  this  month.  I  trust  that  such  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  as  will  secure  their  delivery,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
supply  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  recently  required. 

Then,  with  men  merely  enough  to  enable  us  to  keep  up  a  respectable 
guard  without  wearing  our  men  out,  I  would,  in  humble  reliance  on 
Providence,  feel  ready  for  any  emergency  that  could  reasonably  occur. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'ROBERT  ANDERSON^, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


Charleston,  S.  C,  December  2, 1860. 
Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Cor^s  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A.j  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  application  may  be  made 
to  the  War  Department  to  have  Colonel  Huger,  Ordnance  Corps,  issue 
to  me  four  boxes  of  muskets  (smooth-bores),  with  percussion  caps  for 
sixty  rounds.  Fifty  of  these  muskets  are  required  for  Fort  Sumter  and 
fifty  for  Castle  Pinckney.  The  cartridge  boxes  and  belts  are  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  but  1  would  Mke  to  have  an  equal  number  issued  if  it 
is  convenient  to  do  so. 

Colonel  Huger,  whom  I  consulted  upon  the  subject  of  the  muskets, 
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said  lie  could  uot  issue  them  without  authority  from  Washington,  not 
even  for  the  short  time  that  I  want  them,  and  I  declined  at  the  time 
to  request  him  to  write  for  this  authority ;  but  after  consulting  with 
Major  Anderson  to-day  we  are  both  agreed  that  it  is  best  to  write  for 
the  requisite  authority  at  once,  and  I  therefore  make  the  above  request. 
Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Ca/ptain  of  Engineers, 

[Indorsement.] 

Handed  to  Adjutant- General,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  Gth  of  December. 

Eeturned  by  the  Adjutant-General  on  the  7th.  Action  deferred  for 
the  present.    (See  Captain  Foster's  letter  of  December  4.) 


No.  5.]  '      Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  December  3,  1860. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General ,  U.  S.  A.: 

Colonel  :  Captains  Doubleday  and  Seymour  said  to-day  that  when 
they  gave  me  their  opinions  a  few  days  ago  on  the  feasibility  of  secur- 
ing reliable  men  here  to  perform  police  and  fatigue  duty  they  did  not 
think  of  some  discharged  soldiers,  who  they  now  say  could  be  hired  for 
that  purpose.  My  opinion,  as  expressed,  that  I  doubted  whether  any 
reliable  men  could  be  hired  here,  was  based  upon  their  opinions  and 
upon  my  knowledge  of  the  deep  interest  and  excitement  of  the  popu- 
lace here. 

I  shall  be  pleased,  then,  to  receive  authority  and  instructions  to  em- 
ploy eight  or  ten  men  for  the  purposes  suggested.  This  will  give  one 
relief  for  my  guard,  garrison,  and  battery,  or  interior. 

Captain  Foster  has  just  reported  that  he  left  Lieutenant  Davis  and 
twenty  of  the  detachment  of  laborers,  designed  to  make  repairs  in  Castle 
Pinckney,  in  that  work,  with  one  month's  supply  of  provision. 

Fourteen  men  will  be  added  to  that  party  to-morrow.  The  captain 
spoke  of  his  having  placed  Lieutenant  Davis  and  the  party  in  the  Castle 
whilst  in  the  city,  and  he  said  that  there  was  not  the  least  appearance 
of  excitement  about  it. 

Lieutenant  Davis  has  been  cautioned  to  act  with  the  greatest  discre- 
tion and  caution. 

Hoping  that  everything  may  go  on  smoothly  here  for  some  time 
longer  at  least,  and  assuring  you  that  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  add  to  the  strength  of  my  defenses, 

I  am.  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 

Major  of  U.  S,  Army. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  December  4,  1860. 
Col.  E.  E.  De  Eussy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  been  obliged  to  vary  the  plan  which  I  indicated  in 
my  last  letters  as  the  one  I  intended  to  follow  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Department  concerning  the  security  of  the  works  under  my 
charge.    In  consequence  of  recent  developments  of  the  state  of  feeling 
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among  my  men,  1  do  not  now  judge  it  proper  to  give  tliem  any  military 
instruction,  or  to  place  arms  in  their  hands ;  at  least  this  is  the  case 
with  reference  to  the  men  at  Fort  Sumter.  1  do  not  think  that  any  of 
them  will  go  so  far  in  the  defense  of  public  property  as  to  fight  an  armed 
body  of  the  citizens  of  this  State.  I  ascertained  this  for  the  first  time, 
to-day,  of  the  men  in  Fort  Sumter,  where  I  had  been  confident  that  I 
could  rely  in  any  emergency,  at  least  upon  the  Baltimore  mechanics, 
about  fifty  in  number. 

But  the  overseer  ascertained  last  night  that  they  were  disinclined  to 
use  force  to  resist  an  attempt  to  seize  the  fort  on  the  part  of  the  citizen 
soldiers  of  the  State,  although  willing  to  resist  a  mob.  The  men  in 
Gastle  Pinckney,  placed  there  as  I  intended,  on  the  3d  instant,  being 
I)icked  men,  may  i)rove  more  reliable.  But  the  feeling  here  in  regard 
to  secession  is  become  so  strong  that  almost  all  are  entirely  influenced 
by  it.  I  therefore  judge  it  best  to  suspend  all  idea  of  ariuing  them  at 
l)resent.  I  may  mention  that  I  exercised  as  much  care  as  possible  in 
placing  this  working  party  in  Castle  Pinckney,  so  as  not  to  give  cause 
for  apprehension  of  arming  to  the  citizens.  The  greatest  prudence  was 
exercised,  and  the  best  men  placed  there,  under  charge  of  a  prudent  and 
reliable  officer.  Lieutenant  Davis.  Every  precaution  is  also  taken  at 
Port  Sumter,  where  Lieutenant  Snyder  has  taken  up  his  quarters.  Hav- 
ing done  thus  much,  which  is  all  I  can  do  in  this  respect,  I  feel  that  I 
have  done  my  duty,  and  that  if  any  overt  act  takes  place,  no  blame  can 
properly  attach  to  me.  I  regret,  however,  that  sufficient  soldiers  are 
not  in  this  harbor  to  garrison  these  two  works.  The  Government  will 
soon  have  to  decide  the  question  whether  to  maintain  them  or  to  give 
them  up  to  South  Carolina.  If  it  be  decided  to  maintain  them,  troops 
must  instantly  be  sent,  and  in  large  numbers.  If  it  be  decided  to  give 
them  up,  the  present  arrangement  will  answer  very  well,  only  I  should 
be  informed,  in  order  that  I  may  know  how  to  act. 

At  present  I  have  given  orders  to  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Davis  to 
resist  to  the  utmost  any  attempt  or  any  demand  on  the  forts  in  which 
they  are  stationed. 

The  plan  of  the  leaders  in  this  State  appears  to  be,  from  all  that  I 
can  see  and  hear,  first,  to  demand  the  forts  of  the  General  Government, 
after  secession,  and  then,  if  refused,  to  take  them  by  force  of  arms.  A 
quite  large  party  is  in  favor  of  not  waiting  to  ask  the  General  Govern- 
ment, but  to  summon  the  immediate  commanders,  and,  if  refused,  to 
attack  at  once.  All  of  this  is  not,  of  course,  strictly  in  the  line  of  my 
profession;  still,  I  judge  it  proper  to  write  you  fully  and  plainly,  so  that 
you  inay  know  exactly  how  we  are  placed.  Here  in  Port  Moultrie  the 
two  companies  of  the  garrison  having  dwindled  to  half  their  i^roper  size, 
are  so  weak  that  Major  Anderson  demands  all  the  auxiliary  defense 
that  I  can  give  him.  I  am  now  digging  a  wet  ditch  around  the  work, 
which,  although  necessarily  shallow  from  the  quicksand,  will  more  than 
double  the  difficulty  of  scaling  the  walls.  The  major  also  requires  a 
fraise  to  be  placed  around  the  coping,  but  I  cannot  commence  it  until  I 
finish  the  work  in  hand. 

I  shall  to-morrow  complete  the  "cut"  at  the  northwest  angle,  wliich 
I  have  enlarged  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  bastionette,  by  building 
straight  up  from  the  foundation  a  wall  at  the  angle,  extending  ten 
feet  from  the  angle  on  each  face,  and  then  uniting  by  oblique  returns 
with  the  very  sloping  face  of  the  scarp  wall.  This  gives  a  very  excel- 
lent position  for  four  or  more  muskets,  to  flank  the  west  face  of  the 
work.  The  marginal  sketch  gives  an  imperfect  idea  of  it.  It  is  singu- 
lar that  a  small  cut,  as  indicated  on  the  map  in  the  Engineer  Office, 
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was  originally  built  at  this  angle,  but  subsequently,  and  apparently  not 
many  years  since,  destroyed  by  breaking  off  the  upper  part  of  the  side 
walls,  throwing  the  debris  into  the  cut,  and  covering  the  parapet  over 
it.  I  comi)leted  to-day  the  bastionette  at  the  southwest  angle,  except 
the  embrasures,  the  stones  and  some  of  the  irons  for  which  have  not 


yet  been  received.  Before  taking  down  the  temporary  bastionette  at  the 
southeast  angle  and  commencing  the  permanent  one,  I  shall,  for  the 
greater  security  of  the  small  garrison,  run  out  a  wooden  machicoulis 
gallery  over  the  angle  of  the  wall,  and  also  complete  the  pointing  of  all 
large  crevices  in  the  scarp. 

The  posterns  on  the  east  and  west  curtains  have  been  bricked  up  at 
Major  Anderson's  request,  as  he  felt  too  weak  to  use  them  for  sorties, 
and  as  the  doors  might  be  burst  in,  both  the  iron  and  wood  work  being 
old  and  defective. 

I  have  been  liberal  of  assistance  in  increasing  the  defensive  capaci- 
ties of  the  fort,  for  I  felt  that  the  necessity  required  it,  I  have  about 
125  men  at  work  here  now,  and  sball  continue  the  same  number  for  two 
or  three  days,  until  I  complete  the  ditch.  On  Fort  Sumter  I  have 
about- 115,  and  at  Castle  Pinckney  30,  making  a  total  of  2G0  men  em- 
ployed. The  first  of  the  embrasure  stones  for  Fort  Sumter  having  been 
received,  the  embrasures  of  the  second  tier  will  be  immediately  com- 
menced. 

Verj^  respectfullv,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 


Ordnance  Office, 
WasMngt07ij  Becemher  5,  1860.    * 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  respecting  a  rumor  or  report  of  the 
recent  landing  at  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  of  a  large  quantity  of  military 
stores,  such  as  cannon  and  boxes  of  ammunition,  I  have  to  state  that 
the  rumor  or  report  has  no  just  foundation  in  fact.  The  only  cannon  or 
ammunition,  excepting  a  few  primers,  which  have  been  ordered  to  Fort 
Moultrie  since  September,  1859,  were  four  small  flank  howitzers  with 
their  carriages  and  implements,  and  one  hundred  canisters  and  twenty- 
five  shells  for  each.  These  supplies  were  furnished  on  requisition  from 
the  Engineer  Department  of  16th  October,  1860,  as  i3art  of  the  regular 
armament  of  the  fort,  for  the  flanking  caponieres,  which  were  just 
finished  and  ready  to  receive  them.     They  were  ordered  from  the 
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arsenals  on  the  20tli  October,  18G(),  but,  being  delayed  in  their  issue  and 
shipment,  did  not  reach  their  destination  till  recently. 
Eespectf Lilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MAYKADIER,       ' 
Captain  of  Ordnance. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington^  December  6,  1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  Charleston^  S.  C, : 
Captain  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  has  been  received  and  laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 

An  additional  officer  [Lieutenant  MeadeJ  as  an  assistant  at  Castle 
Pinckney  has  been  detailed,  as  you  have  been  already  informed  by  letter 
of  the  5th  instant. 

Application  has  been  made  for  a  remittance  of  Sl,800  from  the  '^Con- 
tingencies of  fortifications,"  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes*  of  Castle 
Pinckney  5  but  in  the  present  low  state  of  the  Treasury  it  may  be  some 
time  before  it  can  be  placed  to  your  credit,  though  the  amount  is  prom- 
ised by  the  Treasury  Department  with  the  least  practicable  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers^  in  charge. 


No.  C]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  Becemher  6,  1860. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  December  10.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant' General  TJ.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  4th, 
of  your  communication  of  the  1st  instant.  In  compliance  therewith  I 
went  yesterday  to  the  city  of  Charleston  to  confer  with  Colonel  Huger, 
and  I  called  with  him  upon  the  mayor  of  the  city,  and  upon  several 
other  prominent  citizens. 

All  seemed  determined,  as  far  as  their  influence  or  power  extends,  to 
prevent  an  attack  by  a  mob  on  our  fort ;  but  all  are  equally  decided  in 
the  ©pinion  that  the  forts  must  he  theirs  after  secession. 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  knowing  how  excitable  this  community  is,  con- 
tinue to  keep  on  the  qtii  vive,  and,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  steadily  pre- 
pare my  command  to  the  uttermost  to  resist  any  attack  that  may  be 
made.  As  the  State  will  probably  declare  itself  out  of  the  Union  in 
less  than  two  weeks,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to  discontinue 
all  engineering  work  on  this  fort  except  such  as  is  necessary  to  increase 
its  strength.  I  have  not  pretended  to  exercise  any  control  over  that 
department,  and  have  found  Captain  Foster  generally  disposed  to  accede 
to  the  suggestions  I  have  ventured  to  make;  and  the  suggestions  I 
now  make  are  not  made  in  any  unkind  spirit  towards  him,  as  he  is  com- 
pelled to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  his  department,  but  such  as  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  make,  as  being  held  responsible  for  the  defense  of  this 
work.  One  of  the  bastionettes  is  nearly  completed,  now  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  pintle  blocks,  without  which  the  embrasure  cannot  1^^: 
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made.  The  foundation  has  only  been  laid  for  the  other.  I  certainly 
think  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  begin  the  construction  of  the  second  one, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  to  substitute  some  other  flanking  arrange- 
ment, which  can  be  finished  in  a  few  days. 

Captain  Foster  is  now  sodding  the  exterior  slope  of  the  ditch,  and 
putting  Ji  uck  on  the  glacis.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  work  had  better 
be  discontinued,  and  the  planking,  &c.,  removed,  as  it  might  be  used  by 
an  investing  or  attacking  force. 

In  other  Tords,  I  would  now  apply  our  science  to  devising  and  placing 
in  /ront  of  and  on  our  walls  every  available  means  of  embarrassing  and 
preventing  an  enemy  scaling  our  low  walls.  Anything  that  will  obstruct 
his  advance  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  weak  garrison. 

Our  time  is  short  enough  for  what  we  have  to  do.  Should  the  ord- 
nance stores  I  have  called  for  or  re-enforcements  not  arrive,  in  the  event 
of  our  being  attacked  I  fear  that  we  shall  not  distinguish  ourselves  by 
holding  out  many  days. 

I  have  not  yet  commenced  leveling  off  the  sand  hills  which,  within 
on  J  hundred  and  sixty  yards  to  the  east,  command  this  fort.  Would 
my  doing  this  be  construed  into  initiating  a  collision'?  I  would  thank 
you  also  to  inform  me  under  what  circumstances  I  would  be  justified  in 
setting  fire  to  or  destroying  the  houses  which  afford  dangerous  shelter 
to  an  enemy,  and  whether  I  would  be  justified  in  firing  upon  an  armed 
body  which  may  be  seen  approaching  our  works. 

Captain  Foster  told  me  yesterday  that  he  found  that  the  men  of  his 
Fort  Sumter  force,  who  he  thought  were  perfectly  reliable,  will  not  fight 
if  an  armed  force  approaches  that  work ;  and  I  fear  that  the  same  may 
be  anticipated  from  the  Castle  Pinckney  force. 

I  learn  that  in  consequence  of  the  decayed  condition  of  the  carriages 
at  Fort  Sumter,  the  guns  have  not  been  mounted  there  as  I  reported 
they  were  to  have  been.  If  that  work  is  not  to  be  garrisoned,  the  guns 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  mounted,  as  they  may  be  turned  upon  us. 
'  The  remark  has,  I  hear,  been  repeatedly  made  in  the  city  that  if 
they  need  heavy  guns,  they  can  get  them  in  forty-eight  hours.  This,  I 
suppose,  refers  to  their  being  able  to  bring  them  from  Fort  Pulaski, 
mouth  of  the  Savannah  Eiver. 

Colonel  Huger  designs,  I  think,  leaving  Charleston  for  Washington 
to-morrow  night.  He  is  more  hopeful  of  a  settlement  of  impending 
difficulties  without  bloodshed  than  I  am.  Hoping  in  God  that  he  may 
be  right  in  his  opinion, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDEKSGK, 
Major  J  First  Artillery  ^  Commanding, 


Adjutant- General's  Office, 

December  6,  1860. 

Maj.  R.  Anderson, 

U.  8,  Army^  Fort  Moultrie^  Charleston^  8.  C: 

Major  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  in  relation  to  police,  has  been 
received ;  is  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  extent  you  desire. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  COOPER,  Adjutant-General. 
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No.  7.]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  Becemher  9,  18()0. 

(Keceived  A.  G.  O.,  December  12.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

[Sir:]  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  Gth  instant,  and  to  state  that  I  have  directed  the  A.  A.  Q.  M.  to  hire 
men  to  perform  i)olice  and  fatigue  duty  at  this  i)ost,  and  to  send  on  a 
special  estinjate  for  funds  to  pay  them. 

I  liear  that  the  attention  of  the  South  Carolinians  appears  to  be  turned 
more  toward  Fort  Sumter  than  it  was,  and  it  is  deemed  probable  that 
their  first  act  will  be  to  take  possession  of  that  work. 

The  idea  of  attempting  to  take  this  place  by  a  coup  de  main  appears 
not  to  be  so  favorably  regarded  as  it  was,  and  they  will  perhaps  deter- 
mine to  besiege  us.  To  enable  them  to  do  this  they  must  procure  heavy 
guns,  which  they  can  get  (if  not  from  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney ) 
from  Pulaski  or  some  other  southern  fort.  Anything  that  can  be  done 
which  will  cause  delay  in  their  attack  will  give  time  for  deliberation 
and  negotiation,  and  may,  by  God's  blessing,  save  the  shedding  of  blood. 
I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be  advisa- 
ble and  prudent  to  cause  the  ammunition,  except  what  may  be  needed 
for  the  defense  of  this  fort  and  the  armament  of  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle 
Pincknej'^,  to  be  destroyed  or  rendered  unserviceable  before  they  are 
permitted  to  fall  into  their  hands.  The  same  may  be  advisable  at  those 
forts  from  w^hence  sui)plies  might  be  brought  to  Charleston.  Fort 
Sumter  is  a  tempting  prize,  the  value  of  which  is  well  known  to  the  Charles- 
tonians,  and  once  in  their  possession,  with  its  ammunition  and  arma- 
ment and  walls  uninjured  and  garrisoned  properly,  it  would  set  our 
Kavy  at  defiance,  compel  me  to  abandon  this  work,  and  give  them  the 
perfect  command  of  this  harbor. 

Captain  Foster  having  received  the  pintle  stones  for  his  bastionette 
guns,  will  now  finish  the  one  he  has  been  at  work  on.  Our  supply  of 
IH'ovisions  has  not  arrived.  I  hope  that  it  Avill  soon  be  in.  If  we  do 
not  hear  of  it  in  a  few  days,  I  shall  have  to  direct  the  A.  A.  commis- 
sary to  make  some  purchases  in  Charleston. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major^  First  Artillery^  Comynanding. 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  Becemher  11,  1860. 

Memorandum  of  verhal  instructions  to  Major  Anderson^  First  Artillery^ 
commanding  at  Fort  Moultrie^  S.  G. 

You  are  aware  of  the  great  anxiety  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a 
collision  of  the  troops  with  the  people  of  this  State  shall  be  avoided, 
and  of  his  studied  determination  to  pursue  a  course  with  reference  to 
the  military  force  and  forts  in  this  harbor  which  shall  guard  against 
such  a  collision.  He  has  therefore  carefully  abstained  from  increasing 
the  force  at  this  point,  or  taking  any  measures  which  might  add  to  the 
present  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  or  which  would  throw  any 
doubt  on  the  confidence  he  feels  that  South  Carolina  will  not  attempt, 
by  violence,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  public  works  or  interfere  with 
their  occupancy.  But  as  the  counsel  and  acts  of  rash  and  imi^ulsive 
persons  may  i)ossibly  disappoint  those  expectations  of  the  Government, 
he  deems  it  proper  that  you  should  be  prepared  with  instructions  to 
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meet  so  unliappy  a  contingency.     He  has  therefore  directed  me  ver- 
bally to  give  you  such  instriu'tious.* 

You  are  carefully  to  avoid  every  act  which  would  needlessly  tend  to 
provoke  aggression  ;  and  for  that  reason  you  are  not,  without  evident 
and  imminent  necessity,  to  take  up  any  position  which  could  be  con- 
strued into  the  assumption  of  a  hostile  attitude.  But  you  are  to  hold 
possession  of  the  forts  in  this  harbor,  and  if  attacked  you  are  to  defend 
yourself  to  the  last  extremity.  The  smallness  of  your  force  will  not 
permit  you,  perhaps,  to  occupy  more  than  one  of  the  three  forts,  but 
an  attack  on  or  attempt  to  take  possession  of  any  one  of  them  will  be 
regarded  as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  you  may  then  put  your  command 
into  either  of  them  which  you  may  deem  most  proper  to  increase  its 
power  of  resistance.  You  aie  also  authorized  to  take  similar  steps  when- 
ever you  have  tangible  evidence  of  a  design  to  i3roceed  to  a  hostile  act. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
A  ssistant  A  cljutant-  Genera  I. 


Engineer  Departjnient, 

WasMngton^  December  12, 1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  Charleston^  S.  C. : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  request  communicated  by  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  application  has  been  made  for  $5,000,  to  be  remitted  to  the 
assistant  treasurer  at  Charleston,  to  be  held  subject  to  your  check,  and 
that  amount  will  be  charged  to  you  on  account  of  Fort  Sumter. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is,  of  course,  fully  informed  as  to  the 
amount  of  funds  in  each  of  the  Government  depositories,  and  the  De- 
partment cannot,  therefore,  with  proper  courtesy  to  him,  urge  a  remit- 
tance to  you  on  the  ground  that  there  are  funds  at  Charleston  while  he, 
with  the  fullest  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  and  of  other  public  wants, 
declines  to  draw  on  them. 

A  special  application  in  your  behalf  for  $1,800  from  ^^  Contingencies  of 
fortifications"  has  already  been  made  at  the  Treasury,  without  other  result 
than  an  assurance  that  that  amount  would  be  sent  to  you  "if  practicable," 
and  nothing  more  can  now  be  done  than  issue  the  usual  request  for  the 
$5,000  last  asked  for. 

Congress, it  is  hoped,  will  very  soon  adopt  some  means  of  relief  for  the 
present  condition  of  things,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  all  demands 
upon  the  Treasury  which  are  now  in  suspense  will  then  be  met  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  De  EUSSY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Engineers ,  Commanding. 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  December  13,  18G0. 
Col.  E.  E.  De  Eussy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers^  &c. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lieut.  E.  K.  Meade, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  reported  to  me  for  duty  on  the  10th  instant.    I 


*  See  also  Floyd  to  Anderson,  December  21, 1860,  and  Holt  to  Anderson,  February  23, 
1861,  post. 
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placed  him  iu  charge  of  Castle  Pintikuey  the  next  day,  and  relieved 
Lieut.  J.  0.  Davis  from  his  temporary  duty  at  that  post.  The  work  at 
the  Castle  is  progressing  satisfactorily  at  present,  although  I  have  up  to 
this  time  been  delayed  on  account  of  one  firm  in  town  refusing  to  sell 
me,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  some  lumber,  which  I  was  expect- 
ing, and  very  iinich  needed.  I  have  made  arrangements  to  obtain  tiie 
requisite  quantity  of  lumber  elsewhere,  and  have  transferred  the  bricks 
and  cement  from  Fort  Sumter.  The  work  on  the  cistern  is  already  com- 
menced, and  that  on  the  wooden  banquettes  will  commence  to-morrow. 
In  the  mean  time,  while  waiting  for  materials,  the  force  has  been  em- 
ployed in  perfecting  the  messing  arrangements,  putting  the  fort  in  thor- 
ough i)olice  order,  and  oiling  and  working  the  gun  carriages,  so  that  they 
now  move  with  perfect  facility. 

The  men  for  this  working  party  were  picked,  and  the  majority  of 
them  are  reliable  against  the  disorderly  attack  of  any  mob  to  possess 
itself  of  the  work.  My  confidence  in  them  has  increased  within  a  few 
days. 

A  strict  night  watch  is  maintained,  and  during  the  daytime  a  man 
stands  at  the  gate  to  prevent  interested  j)ersons  entering  and  inspect- 
ing the  fort  and  its  arrangements  for  defense.  This  latter  precaution  I 
have  found  to  be  necessary  on  account  of  numbers  of  men  connected 
with  the  military,  who  came  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  knowledge 
to  use  against  the  defenders  of  the  fort  in  case  of  a  collision  with  the 
Government.  I  have  given  the  same  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Snyder, 
at  Fort  Sumter,  with  reference -to  which  the  above  precaution  became 
necessary  first. 

,At  Fort  Sumter  everything  is  going  on  smoothly,  although  I  have 
purposely  delayed  the  mounting  of  the  guns,  for  the  reason  that  I  did 
not  consider  it  safe  to  proceed  with  that  work  until  some  definite  idea 
was  obtained  as  to  whether  the  work  was  to  be  maintained  or  not. 
Consequently,  only  the  guns  of  the  left  face,  which  do  not  bear  towards 
Fort  Moultrie  directly,  are  mounted  in  the  first  tier,  although  every 
preparation  is  made  to  mount  all  the  guns  in  the  shortest  possible  time 
when  it  is  necessary  and  safe  so  to  do. 

I  think  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  men  at  Fort  Sumter  are 
very  good — better  than  a  few  days  ago.  They  will  defend  the  fort,  as 
far  as  possible,  without  arms,  against  a  mob,  but  not  against  the  organ- 
ized forces  of  South  Carolina. 

I  have  endeavored  to  strengthen  the  conservative  feeling  among  the 
men  through  the  overseer,  and  have  succeeded  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
I  now  consider  this  fort  and  Castle  Pinckney  safe  until  it  comes  to  the 
solution  of  the  question  whether  the  Government  is  to  surrender  them 
to  the  State  or  to  refuse  her  demands.  At  that  time  only  United 
States  troops,  and  in  good  numbers,  will  be  sufficient  to  overawe  an 
attempt  to  take  them  by  force. 

I  hope  the  Department  will  not  think  me  too  explicit  in  my  terms,  for 
I  wish  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  alarm,  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  my 
convictions,  in  order  that  it  may  have  full  information  for  its  action.  I 
would  respectfully,  but  strongly,  urge  that  more  definite  instructions  be 
given  me  for  my  guidance.  If  Fort  Sumter  is  to  be  risked  against 
the  chances  of  an  attack,  it  will  be  important  to  vary  my  i^rogramme, 
and  to  change  the  deposit  of  a  large  portion  of  its  stores,  and  to  provide 
for  the  exigency  of  its  loss.  If  not,  I  will  cheerfully  prepare  to  defend 
it  to  extremity  until  troops  arrive  for  its  garrison.  If  the  garrison  in 
Fort  Moultrie  is  to  be  transferred,  I  should  know  it,  in  order  to  stop  the 
heavy  expense  at  Fort  Moultrie,  which,  in  that  case,  will  become  un- 
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necessary,  and  which  is  now  fast  consuniiug  my  available  funds.     I  can 
also,  in  that  case,  proceed  in  the  armament  of  Fort  Sumter. 

At  Fort  Moultrie  I  have  continued  my  heavy  operations,  and  have 
employed  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  The  accessory  defenses  that 
I  have  created  and  am  now  perfecting  are  very  important  to  the  defense, 
and  I  trust  the  Department  will  approve  my  action.  They  cominise, 
besides  the  works  ordered  by  the  Dei)artment,  the  formation  of  a  wet 
ditch,  fifteen  feet  wide,  all  around  the  fort,  the  depth  of  which  is  very 
small  in  consequence  of  the  quicksand  which  is  reached,  but  whicli 
is  very  yielding  to  pressure,  like  a  quagmire,  and,  therefore,  a  good 
obstacle  ;  the  construction  of  a  picket  fence  all  around  the  fort  border- 
ing the  ditch,  and  protected  from  fire  by  a  small  glacis  in  front  of  it ; 
the  cutting  off  the  projecting  brick  cordon,  which  uiight  serve  to  aid 
in  scaling  the  oblique  face  of  the  wall ;  the  formation  of  a  bastionette 
at  the  northwest  angle,  so  as  to  obtain  a  more  effective  flanking  fire 
than  could  be  obtained  by  a  small  cut  in  the  parapet,  and  the  formation 
of  a  temporary  machicoulis  gallery  at  the  southeast  angle. 

All  of  these  auxiliary  defenses,  except  the  picket  fence,  Avill  be  com- 
pleted in  four  days,  and  will  vastly  improve  the  chances  for  the  defense. 
With  a  sufficient  war  garrison  I  would  consider  this  fort  as  secure  against 
any  attack  that  this  State  can  bring  against  it ;  but  the  garrison  is  a 
mere  handful  of  sixty  men,  and  can  hardly  spare  five  men  to  two  flank 
ing  caponieres — a  fact  that  has  influenced  me  in  forming  the  machicoulis 
gallery  at  the  southeast  angle,  as  this  can  be  defended  and  the  wall 
flanked  by  two  or  three  men,  who  can  also  be  ready  to  rally  to  any 
13oint  with  the  rest  of  the  garrison. 

In  fine,  I  have  spared  no  pains  to  give  every  assistance  to  the  defense. 
I  declined  to  make  a  fraise  around  the  coping,  for  the  reason  that  its 
effect  would  be  to  diminish  the  width  of  the  wet  ditch,  since  the  same 
length  of  ladder  that  would  catch  on  the  points  and  enable  the  assailants 
to  mount  would  not  otherwise  strike  the  wall  more  than  half  the  way 
up.  If  time  spares  I  shall  widen  the  ditch  one  or  two  feet  and  plant 
small  i^ickets  within  it. 

I  have  saved  all  my  cement  barrels  to  be  used  in  forming  merlons, 
if  necessary,  and  some  of  them  are  now  being  used  bj'  the  garrison  on 
the  east  front,  facing  the  sand  hills,  to  form  covers  for  a  few  sharpshooters 
upon  the  parapet. 

I  hope  funds  will  soon  be  sent  me  for  the  present  month.  I  should 
think  the  United  States  Treasurer  could  issue  his  warrant  against  the 
deposit  in  Charleston  for  what  money  I  require,  for  the  assistant  treas- 
urer, Mr.  Pressley,  informed  me  that  he  had  ample  funds  in  hand. 

I  exchanged  a  draft  on  Is'^ew  York  for  gold  to-day,  in  order  to  pay  the 
men  on  Fort  Sumter.     The  bank  made  the  exchange  at  par. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers, 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  Becemher  14,  18G0. 
Major  Anderson, 

First  Artillery,  Commandifig  Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  give  the  following  answers 
to  certain  questions  contained  in  your  late  letters : 
If  the  State  authorities  demand  any  of  Captain  Foster's  workmen 
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on  the  ground  of  their  being  enrolled  into  the  service  of  the  State, 
and  the  subject  is  referred  to  you,  you  will,  after  fully  satisfying  your- 
self that  the  men  are  subject  to  enrollment,  and  have  been  properly 
enrolled  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State  of  South 
Onrolina,  cause  them  to  be  delivered  up  or  suffer  them  to  depart. 

If  deemed  essential  to  the  more  perfect  defense  of  the  work,  the  level- 
ing of  the  sand  hills  which  command  the  fort  would  not,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  be  considered  as  initiating  a  collision.  But  the  delicate 
question  of  its  bearing  on  the  popular  mind,  in  its  present  excited  state, 
demands  the  coolest  and  wisest  judgment.  The  fact  of  the  sand  hills 
being  private  property,  and,  as  is  understood,  having  private  residences 
built  upon  them,  decides  the  question  in  the  negative.  The  houses 
which  might  afford  dangerous  shelter  to  an  enemy,  being  chiefly  frame, 
could  be  destroyed  by  the  heavy  guns  of  the  fort  at  any  moment,  while 
the  fact  of  their  being  leveled  in  anticipation  of  an  attack  might  betray 
distrust,  and  prematurely  bring  on  a  collision.  Their  destruction  at  the 
moment  of  being  used  as  a  cover  for  an  enemy  would  be  more  fatal  to 
the  attacking  force  than  if  swept  away  before  their  approach. 

An  armed  body,  approaching  for  hostile  purposes,  would,  in  all  prob- 
ability, either  attempt  a  surprise  or  send  a  summons  to  surrender.  In 
the  former  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

In  the  latter  case,  after  refusal  to  surrender  and  a  warning  to  keep 
off',  a  further  advance  by  the  armed  body  would  be  initiating  a  collision 
on  their  part.  • 

If  no  summons  be  made  by  them,  their  purpose  should  be  demanded 
at  the  same  time  that  they  are  warned  to  keep  off,  and  their  failure  to 
answer  and  further  advance  would  throw  the  responsibility  upon  them. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  COOPEK, 
Adjutant-  General, 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  0., 

Friday^  December  14,  1860. 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Ge'neral  U,  S.  Army  : 

Dear  Colonel  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  slip  from  the  Charleston  Mer- 
cury of  13th  instant,  mentioning  from  Washington  correspondent  Major 
Bell's  [BuelFs]  mission  to  this  place. 

I  told  the  major  that  it  was  likely  they  would  get  an  inkling  of  it. 
I  merely  send  this  to  show  you  the  almost  impossibihty  of  keeping 
anything  secret.  Nothing  here  worthy  of  an  '^  official" — a  calm  before 
the  storm.  Many  think  no  attack  will  be  made  on  me  until  after  they 
are  in  position  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  that  they  will  drive  me  out  with 
her  guns.  It  is  all  conjecture.  I  shall,  of  course,  prepare  here  for  the 
worst. 
All  well  and  in  fine  spirits. 
Yours,  truly, 

EGBERT  ANDERSOK 

[Inclosure.  1 
FROM  WASHINGTON. 

Washington,  December  10. 
Mr.  Editor:  A  caucus  was  held  here  a  few  nights  since  of  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives from  the  cotton  States.     Tt  numbered  about  twenty-six.  and  represented  the 
States  of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississii^pi,  Alabama,  South  Carohna,  Georgia,  Florida, 
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and  North  Carolina,  and  upon  the  question  of  the  necessity  of  the  immediate  secession 
of  South  Carolina  there  was  not  a  dissenting  voice. 

Major  Bell  [Buell]  and  several  other  officers  of  the  Army  have  been  sent  to  Fort 
Moultrie  to  look  after  the  forts  and  keep  a  sharp  lookout  upon  them.     They  Avere 
sent  for  no  good  to  us.     See  that  they  make  no  change  in  the  distribution  of  soldiers, 
so  as  to  put  them  all  in  Fort  Sumter.     That  would  be  dangerous  to  us. 
Yours, 

CHARLES. 


Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

December  [18J,  1860. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd  : 

Sir  :  You  will  oblige  me  very  much  by  furnishing  me  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  inclosed  resolution.  I  should  think  myself  derelict  in 
my  duty  to  the  House  and  the  country  if  I  did  not,  in  the  present  peril- 
ous condition  of  the  country,  obtain  all  the  information  in  my  power  in 
relation  to  its  military  defenses.  The  House  may  call  on  me  any  day, 
as  the  organ  of  the  Military  Committee,  for  information,  and  I  feel  very 
anxious  to  be  put  in  possession  of  reliable  information  on  the  subject.* 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

B.  STANTON. 

'     flnclosure.l 

Resolution  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  the  House  of  BepresentativeSy 

December  18,  1860. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wcir  he  requested  to  furnish  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  with  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
defenses  at  Fort  Moultrie,  Castle  Pinckney,  aud  Fort  Sumter,  the  number  of  men,  and 
the  quantity  and  description  of  ordnance  and  arms  in  each;  also,  the  number  and 
description  of  arms  in  the  Charleston  Arsenal,  and  what  officer  has  charge  of  the 
custody  and  control  of  said  arsenal,  and  what  force  he  has  under  his  control  to  enable 
him  to  protect  and  defend  it ;  als'>,  what  number  aud  description  of  arms  has  been 
distributed  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1860,  and  to  whom,  and  at  what  price, 
so  far  as  in  his  judgment  may  be  compatible  with  th.e  public  welfare. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

J.  J.  COOMBS,  Clerk. 


No.  8.]  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  December  18,  1860. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  December  21.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Gener al : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  14th  instant,  giving  answers  to  questions  contained  in  my  letters. 

In  reference  to  the  instruction  given  me  in  reply  to  my  question 
about  Captain  Foster^s  men,  it  would  appear  that  I  had  not  stated  the 
matter  with  sufficient  distinctness. 

As  I  understood  it,  the  South  Carolina  authorities  sought  to  enroll  as 
a  i)art  of  their  army  intended  to  act '  against  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  men  who  are  employed  by  and  in  the  pay  of  that  Government, 
and  could  not,  as  I  conceived,  be  enrolled  by  South  Carolina  ^^  under 
the  laws  of  l^he  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  South  Carohua." 

The  sand  hills  referred  to  are  private  property,  but  no  houses  are 
built  upon  them  J  they  are  in  front  of  or  between  houses.  I,  of  course, 
shall  not  remove  them  until  convinced  that  an  attack  will  be  made,  nor 

*  See  De  Russy  to  Floyd,  December  '^0,  1860  ;  Maynadier  to  Floyd,  December  21, 
1860  ;  Holt  to  Stanton,  January  3,  1861,  post. 
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shall  I  resort  to  the  extreme  measure  of  burning  or  destroying  houses 
except  on  the  same  assurance,  and  then  only  such  as  mask  positions 
where  batteries  may  be  erected,  or  such  as,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be 
permitted  to  remain  without  endangering  my  command,  which  is  so 
small  that  I  cannot  afford  to  spare  a  man. 

The  sand  hills  and  the  houses  surrounding  the  fort  will  afford  safe 
shelter  for  sharpshooters,  who  may,  with  ordinary  good  luck,  pick  off' 
the  major  i)art  of  my  little  band,  if  we  stand  to  our  guns,  in  a  few  hours. 

We  are  busily  at  work  erecting  traverses,  defilading  our  work,  in- 
creasing the  height  of  our  walls,  and  securing  protection  for  our  men 
and  guns  b}^  means  of  barrels  filled  with  sand. 

As  Captain  Foster  tells  me  that  he  reports  all  his  operations  to  the 
Engineer  Department,  I  presume  that  the  War  Department  is  fully 
informed  on  these  matters. 

As  the  subject  may  be  referred  to  by  the  letter  writers  and  by  the 
Charleston  press,  it  may  be  proper  that  I  should  state  that  Captain 
Foster  mentioned  to  me  this  morning  that  he  had  obtained  yesterday 
from  the  Charleston  Arsenal  forty  muskets  for  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle 
Pinckney,  and  that  they  had  been  brought  down  without  causing  any 
excitement.  He  said  that  they  were  delivered  in  compliance  with  an 
order  issued,  I  think,  before  my  arrival.  This  evening  he  showed  me 
a  letter  from  the  military  storekeeper,  which  stated  that  the  fact  of  his 
having  sent  oft*  those  muskets  had  produced  great  excitement  in  the 
city,  and  that  he  had  felt  obliged  to  pledge  his  word  that  they  should 
be  returned  by  to-morrow  night.  He  states  that  Colonel  Huger  had 
directed  him  not  to  let  any  arms  be  removed  from  the  arsenal. 

I  told  Captain  Foster  that  my  instructions  were  that  I  was  not  to  do 
anything  calculated  to  produce  excitement,  and  that  as  he  had  asked 
my  advice  I  would  certainly  advise  him  to  return  them.  He  left  me 
stating  that  he  would  do  so. 

I  have  not  heard  whether  the  ordnance  stores  asked  for  are  to  be 
sent.  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  me 
to  make  a  respectable  attempt  at  a  defense. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEKSOIsr, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  December  18, 1860. 

Col.  K.  E.  De  Eussy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  8,  Army,  Washington,  JD.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  two  letters  received  to-day 
from  F.  C.  Humphreys,  esq.,  military  storekeeper  at  the  Charleston 
Arsenal. 

The  first  accompanied  an  invoice  of  forty  muskets  and  accouterments, 
upon  a  requisition  made  by  me,  and  in  accordance  with  an  order  received 
some  time  since.  The  second  was  made  subsequent  to  intimations  of 
violent  demonstrations,  made  by  General  Schnierle  (and  others,  per- 
haps), if  the  muskets  were  not  returned.  General  Schnierle  assured  Mr. 
Humphreys  that  Colonel  Huger,  Ordnance  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  had  as- 
sured the  governor  of  the  State  that  no  arms  should  be  removed  from 
the  arsenal,  and  upon  this  Mr.  Humphreys  assured  General  Schnierle 
that  the  muskets  should  be  returned  to-morrow. 

l^o'w,  I  have  no  official"  knowledge  (or  positive  personal  evidence, 
either)  that  Colonel  Huger  assured  the  governor  that  no  arms  should  be 
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removed  from  the  arsenal,  nor  that,  if  he  did  80,  he  spoke  by  authority 
of  the  Government;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  know  that  an  order 
was  given  to  issue  to  me  forty  muskets  ]  that  I  actually  needed  them  to 
protect  (xovernment  i^roperty  and  the  lives  of  my  assistants  and  the 
ordnance  sergeants  under  them  at  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney, 
and  that  I  have  them  in  my  possession.  To  give  them  up  on  a  demand 
of  this  kind  seems  to  me  as  an  act  not  expected  of  me  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  as  almost  suicidal  under  the  circumstances.  It  would  place 
the  tw^o  forts  under  my  charge  at  the  mercy  of  a  mob.  jSTeither  of  the 
ordnance  sergeants  at  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney  had  muskets 
until  I  got  these,  and  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade  were  likewise 
totally  destitute  of  arms. 

1  propose  to  refer  the  matter  to  Washington,  and  am  to  see  several 
gentlemen  who  are  prominent  in  this  matter  to-morrow.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  surrender  these  arms  under  a  threat  of  this  kind,  especially 
when  I  know  that  I  am  only  doing  my  duty  to  the  Government.  If  the 
violent  persons  in  the  city  seize  upon  this  opportunity  to  excite  the  mob 
to  acts  of  violence  to  the  property  of  the  United  States,  or  those  having 
it  in  charge,  it  will  only  be  as  that  which  must  soon  occur,  and  which 
they  have  actually  been  looking  for. 

I  must  say  plainly  that  I  have  for  some  days  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  unless  some  arrangement  is  shortly  made  by  Congress,  affairs  in 
this  State  will  arrive  at  a  crisis,  and  a  conflict  between  the  Federal 
forces  and  the  troops  of  this  State  be  a  not  improbable  event. 

I  have  endeavored  to  keep  you  fully  informed  of  my  efforts  to  prepare 
for  it,  and  of  this  I  will  write  more  fully  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfuUv,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

[Incloanre  No.  l.J 

Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C, 

Becember  18,  1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

U.  S.  Engineer  Corps ^  Sullivanls  Island,  S.  C: 

Dear  Captain  :  The  shipment  of  the  forty  muskets,  &c.,  has  caused 
intense  excitement.  General  Schnierle  called  upon  me  this  morning, 
and  assures  me  that  some  violent  demonstration  is  certain  unless  the 
excitement  can  be  allayed,  and  says  that  Colonel  Huger  assured  the 
governor  that  no  arms  should  be  removed  from  this  arsenal.  As  the 
order  under  which  I  made  the  issue  to  you  was  dated  prior  to  Colonel 
Huger's  visit  here,  I  am  placed  in  rather  a  delicate  position.  I  have 
pledged  my  word  that  they  (the  forty  muskets  and  accouterments)  shall 
be  returned  by  to-morrow  night,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  return  them  to 
me.  I  informed  General  Schnierle  that  you  only  desired  two  mtislcets,  but 
that  I  could  not  issue  them  without  the  proper  order,  but  that  I  had  an 
old  order  covering  the  issue  of  the  forty.  In  view  of  my  pledge  that 
the  muskets  shall  be  returned,  and  the  position  which  Colonel  Huger  is 
placed  by  the  issue,  I  feel  satisfied  that  you  will  comply  with  my  request. 
In  haste. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

F.  C.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Military  ^torel'eeper  Ordnancej  IT.  8.  Army. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.1 

Fort  Moultrie,  Becemher  18,  1860. 
F.  G.  Humphreys,  Esq., 

Military  Storekeeper,  Charleston  Arsenal : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date,  begging  me  to 
return  to  the  arsenal  the  forty  muskets  which  I  obtained  yesterday  (in 
accordance  with  an  order  from  the  Ordnance  Department,  issued  some 
time  since),  because  of  a  threatened  violent  demonstration  on  the  part 
of  some  persons  of  Charleston.  You  state  that  Colonel  Huger,  of  the 
Ordnance  (as  General  Schnierle  asserts  to  you),  assured  the  governor 
that  no  arms  should  be  removed  from  the  arsenal,  and  that  as  the  above 
assurance  of  Colonel  Huger  was  made  subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  the 
order  for  the  issue  of  these  muskets  to  me,  you  have  pledged  your  word 
that  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  arsenal  to-morrow.  If  Colonel  Huger 
made  this  pledge  to  the  governor  of  this  State,  I  presume  he  must  have 
acted  by  the  authority  of  the  Government ;  but  of  this  I  have  no  direct 
knowledge.  All  I  know  is  that  an  order  was  given  to  issue  forty  mus- 
kets to  me,  that  I  actually  required  them  to  protect  the  property  of  the 
Government  against  a  mob,  and  that  I  have  them  in  my  possession.  To 
give  them  back  now,  without  proper  authority,  would  subject  me  to 
blame  if  any  loss  should  occur  which  might  be  prevented  by  keeping 
them.  I  am  willing  to  refer  the  matter  to  Washington.  I  am  sorry  to 
be  obliged  to  disappoint  you,  and  will  call  to  assure  you  so  to-morrow  at 
12  o^clock,  at  which  time  I  shall  be  happy  to  meet  General  Schnierle,  if 
he  is  disposed  to  see  me. 
Yery  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  December  19, 1860. 
Col.  E.  E.  De  Eussy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  had  an  interview 
to-day  with  General  Schnierle  (general  of  division  in  this  vicinity)  and 
several  other  prominent  citizens  of  Charleston,  in  relation  to  the  little 
excitement  attending  the  issue  of  forty  muskets  to  me  at  the  arsenal  on 
the  17th  instant. 

The  main  facts  connected  with  this  were  communicated  in  my  letter 
of  yesterday. 

The  interview  to-day  was  satisfactory  to  me,  as  I  saw  that  the  action 
of  General  Schnierle  had  arisen  from  his  great  desire  to  allay  the  tem- 
porary excitement  among  some  of  the  citizens.  Although  I  declined  to 
return  the  muskets  until  I  was  directed  by  the  Government  so  to  do, 
yet  I  proposed  at  once  to  refer  the  matter  to  Washington,  and  accord- 
ingly telegraphed  to  Captain  Maynadier,  Ordnance  Corps,  to  inquire 
whether  the  muskets  should  be  returned  to  the  arsenal  or  not.  Up  to 
this  time  I  have  received  no  answer.  The  reasons  for  my  doing  so  are 
these :  General  Schnierle  asserted  that  Colonel  Huger  had  assured  the 
governor  of  this  State  that  no  arms  should  be  removed  from  the  arsenal, 
and  Captain  Humphreys,  military  storekeeper,  felt  himself  placed  in  a 
peculiar  position  from  having  acted  contrary  to  the  colonePs  assurance, 
while  on  the  other  hand  neither  Captain  Humphreys  or  myself  had  been 
informed  by  Colonel  Huger  that  he  had  made  such  assurance ;  neither 
had  we  any  positive  written  testimony  of  the  fact.  To  solve  the  ques- 
7  R  R 
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tion,  the  Ordnance  Bureau  must  be  appealed  to  for  a  decision,  and  I  did 
this  immediately,  in  order  to  allay,  as  soon  as  possible,  any  irritations 
that  might  have  arisen.  I  was  actuated  in  all  I  did  by  a  sincere  desire 
to  remove  all  cause  of  irritation,  so  that  if  the  extremists  are  disposed 
for  violent  measures  they  must  force  the  issue  themselves. 

I  am  abating  nothing  of  the  activity  of  i)reparation  in  Fort  Moultrie 
and  Fort  Sumter,  and  in  fact  am  increasing  it. 

If  the  Department  becomes  aware  of  any  change  of  policy  in  regard 
to  this  preparation  in  these  forts,  or  in  either  of  them,  I  beg  that  instruc- 
tions may  be  given  me  at  once,  so  that  I  may  vary  my  operations  accord- 
ingly, for  my  present  expenses  are  very  heavy.  In  Fort  Sumter  the 
mounting  of  the  guns,  laying  a  flagging  of  first  and  second  tiers  of  case- 
mates, forming  embrasures  of  second  tier,  and  finishing  the  barracks 
is  progressing  regularly,  and  as  fast  as  separately- organized  parties  can 
work.    The  force  will  be  to-morrow  150  men. 

On  Fort  Moultrie  137  men  are  at  work.  The  wet  ditch  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  foot-bridge  connecting  the  second  stories  of  the  barracks 
and  the  guard-house,  which  is  arranged  for  a  citadel,  is  constructed. 
Doors  are  being  cut  through  the  partition  walls  of  the  barracks  of  the 
second  floor,  and  trap-doors  in  the  floors,  and  ladders  made.  A  machi- 
coulis gallery  over  the  southeast  angle  is  being  made  of  palmetto  logs 
for  infantry.  All  the  guns  on  the  east  front  (facing  the  sand  hills)  are 
being  placed  in  embrasure,  by  raising  high  and  solid  merlons,  formed  of 
cement  barrels  filled  with  sand,  sods,  and  green  hides. 

Three  high  cavalier-like  positions  are  also  formed  on  this  front  for 
sharpshooters.  The  picket  fence  bordering  the  ditch  is  carried  more 
than  half  around  the  fort,  and  is  well  protected  from  a  destructive  fire 
of  cannon  by  a  small  glacis  in  front  of  it.  The  flanking  howitzers  are 
being  mounted  in  the  finished  caponiere,  and  will  be  tried  by  firing  to- 
morrow.   Nearly  all  the  projecting  brick  cordon  is  cut  off  smooth. 

All  of  this  work  I  have  done  and  am  doing  myself,  because  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done,  and  the  garrison  is  too  weak  to  undertake  any  work 
beside  the  regular  drills. 

There  is  another  thing  which  I  propose  to  do,  and  of  which  I  write  to 
you  in  season,  so  that  if  you  disapprove  it  you  can  have  time  to  for- 
bid it.  I  propose  to  connect  a  powerful  Daniels  battery  with  the  maga- 
zine at  Fort  Sumter,  by  means  of  wires  stretched  across  under  water 
from  Fort  Sumter  to  Fort  Moultrie,  and  to  blow  up  Fort  Sumter  if  it  is 
taken  by  an  armed  force,  and  after  Lieutenant  Snyder  and  my  men  have 
time  to  escape  from  it. 

I  propose,  also,  to  use  the  same  battery  to  fire  small  mines  around 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  to  explode  a  large  mine  placed  in  the  sand  hills.  All 
of  these  last  preparations  may  seem  to  be  unnecessary,  and  I  hope  they 
may  prove  to  be  so  in  the  end,  but  there  are  very  strong  probabilities 
that  they  may  be  required,  and,  at  any  rate,  I  regard  a  complete  state 
of  preparations  as  the  surest  safeguard  against  attack. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers, 


December  19, 1860. 
Maj.  KoBERT  Anderson,  c&c,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

1  have  just  telegraphed  Captain  Foster  to  return  any  arms  that  he 
may  have  removed  from  Charleston  Arsenal. 

J.  B.  FLOYD. 
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Ko.  9.]  Fort  Moijltrie,.S.  C,  Becemher  20,  18G0. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  December  24.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  aud  to  answer,  at  half  past  1 
o'clock  this  morning,  a  telegram  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  the  19tU  ins^uL  Captain  Foster  has,  I  presume,  reported  to  the 
Department  Ms  cl|^Bance  with  his  order. 

The  ordinance  (^^Bcession  passed  the  South  Carolina  Convention 
to-day. 

We  are  making  good  i^rogress  in  our  defensive  works  on  the  ram- 
parts. Captain  Foster  finished  to-day  mounting  the  guns  in  the 
caponiere  (or  bastionettes),  and  [Avill]  commence  the  other  caponiere 
to-morrow.  In  my  letter  (Ko.  G)  of  December  6,  I  had  the  honor  of 
stating  my  objections  to  commencing  that  work,  and  suggested  that  I 
thought  it  ought  to  be  replaced  by  some  work  which  could  be  built  in  a 
shorter  time.  No  reply  has  been  made  to  that  suggestion,  and  Captain 
Foster  says  that  as  the  i)roject  was  ai)proved  by  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment and  by  the  Secretary  of  War  he  does  not  feel  authorized  to  make 
a  change  of  the  plan. 

I  regret  this  very  much,  for  if  an  attack  is  made  whilst  that  work  is 
going  on,  our  fort  can  be  very  easily  carried.  As  I  have  stated  before, 
I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  interfere  with  the  operations  of  the  Engineer 
Department. 

Captain  Foster  informs  me  that  Lieutenant  Snyder  is  mounting  guns 
at  Fort  Sumter  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  have  already  given  my  reasons 
why  I  thought  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  and  have  seen  no  reason  for 
changing  that  opinion. 

Hoping  that  events  may  take  such  a  turn  as  soon  to  relieve  me  from 
the  dangerous  position  my  little  command  is  now  in, 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington^  December  20,  1860. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  ot  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aftairs  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,*  which  you  have  referred 
to  this  office,  as  relates  to  matters  intrusted  to  this  Department,  I  have 
the  honor  to  present  the  following  rei>ort : 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  defenses  at  Fort  Moultrie,  I  have  to 
state  that,  according  to  the  latest  report  of  the  Engineer  officer  having 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
everything  practicable  has  been  done  to  place  the  work  in  an  efficient 
condition,  and  that  with  a  proper  garrison  it  is  susceptible  of  an  ener- 
getic defense.  There  were  then  employed  at  that  work  one  officer  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  workmen,  independent  of  the  regular  garrison. 

Castle  Pinckney  was  in  good  condition  as  regards  preparation,  and, 
with  a  proper  garrison,  as  defensible  as  it  can  be  made.  One  officer 
and  thirty  workmen  were  engaged  in  the  repair  of  the  cisterns,  replac- 
ing decayed  banquettes,  and  attending  to  other  matters  of  detail. 

*  See  Stanton  to  Floyd,  December  18,  1800,  ^.  94 ;  and  Holt  to  Stanton,  January  3, 
1,  ^ost. 
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Fort  Sumter,  whicli  is  entirely  surrounded  by  water,  is  prepared  for 
the  guns  of  the  first  and  third  tiers,  many  of  which  are  mounted,  and 
the  rest  may  be  on  short  notice.  The  working  force  is  now  engaged  in 
putting  in  the  embrasures  of  the  second  tier,  which  have  been  left  out 
till  recently  on  account  of  an  apprehended  settlement  of  the  work.  One 
officer  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  workmen  were  ej||^^ed|at  this  work 
at  the  date  of  the  last  report.  Of  all  the  fortificat^BBn  tM  harbor  of 
Charleston,  Fort  Sumter  must  be  looked  upon  aFB^a^'me  most  im- 
portant, and  it  is  now  in  condition,  as  regards  its  state  of  preparation, 
to  resist  any  attack  that  will  be  made  upon  it,  provided  it  be  furnished 
with  a  proper  garrison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  De  KUSSY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Engineers,  Commanding. 


Fort  Moultrie,  Sullivan's  Island,  S.  C, 

December  20,  1860. 
Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  Army,  Washington^  D.  C, : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  after  closing  my  letter 
to  you  last  night,  I  received  (at  2  a.  m.)  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

I  have  just  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  informing  me  that  you  have  removed 
forty  muskets  from  Charleston  Arsenal  to  Fort  Moultrie.     If  you  have  removed  any 
arms,  return  them  instantly. 
Answer  by  telegraph. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Capt.  John  G.  Foster. 

To  this  I  immediately  replied  as  follows: 

I  received  forty  muskets  from  the  arsenal  on  the  17th.  I  shall  return  them  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain^  Engineers. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. 

It  may  be  well  hereto  explain  more  fully  than  I  have  heretofore  done 
the  circumstances  connected  with  this  issue  of  muskets  to  me.  The  Ord- 
nance Department  on  the  1st  of  l^ovember  directed  that  forty  muskets 
should  be  issued  to  me.  I  did  not  receive  them  at  that  time,  because 
Colonel  Gardner,  commanding  at  Fort  Moultrie,  objected  to  the  issue  on 
the  ground  that  it  appeared  like  arming  my  employes.  On  the  17th 
instant  I  went  to  the  arsenal  to  obtain  two  guns  which  were  required 
at  Fort  Sumter,  and  which  Colonel  Huger  had  directed  to  be  delivered 
to  me.  While  there  I  recollected  that  the  ordnance  sergeants  at  Fort 
Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney  had  applied  to  me  for  the  arms  to  which 
they  were  entitled,  and  I  asked  the  military  storekeeper  in  charge  of 
the  arsenal  for  two  muskets  and  accouterments  for  those  two  sergeants. 
He  replied  that  he  had  no  authority  for  the  issue  of  two  muskets  for  this 
purpose,  but  that  the  old  order  for  forty  muskets  was  on  file,  and  the 
muskets  and  accouterments  ready  packed  for  delivery  to  me.  So  I  re- 
ceived them,  and  after  issuing  the  two  muskets  to  the  two  ordnance 
sergeants  at  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney  placed  the  remaindei  in 
the  magazines  of  those  two  forts.  They  were  actually  needed  to  pro- 
tect the  public  property.    I  knew  nothing  of  Colonel  Huger's  assurances 
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to  the  governor  of  the  State  that  no  arms  should  be  removed  from  the 
arsenal;  neither  did  Captain  Humphreys,  military  storekeeper.  Con- 
sequently, I  was  surprised  to  receive  his  letter  of  the  18th,  which  I  in- 
closed to  you  yesterday,  desiring  to  have  the  muskets  returned.  My 
reply  was  also  inclosed  to  you.  What  followed  was  as  is  described  in 
the  commencement  of  this  letter. 

To-day  at  3  o'clock  I  received  another  letter  from  Captain  Humph- 
reys, a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  as  is  also  my  reply. 

I  should  have  mentioned  above  that  on  the  19th,  when  in  town  to  see 
General  Schnierle  and  allay  any  excitement  relative  to  the  muskets,  I 
found  to  my  surx)rise  that  there  was  no  excitement  except  with  a  very 
few  who  had  been  active  in  the  matter,  and  the  majority  of  the  gentle- 
men whom  I  met  had  not  even  heard  of  it. 

The  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  last  night  I  must  consider  as 
decisive  upon  the  question  of  any  efforts  on  my  part  to  defend  Fort 
Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney.  The  defense  now  can  only  extend  to  keep- 
ing the  gates  closed  and  shutters  fastened,  and  must  cease  when  these 
are  forced. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  am  authorized  to  make  the  preparations  for  ex- 
treme measures  described  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  but  shall  wait  until 
I  receive  your  reply. 

I  would  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  urge  that  definite  instructions  be 
given  me  how  to  act  in  the  emergency  which,  from  the  eagerness  with 
which  rumors  and  other  causes  are  seized  upon  tomaintatu  and  increase 
the  political  excitement,  will  probably  arise  sooner  or  later.  Until  I  am 
directed  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  continue  the  work  as  at  present  on  Fort 
Sumter  and  the  preparations  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Moultrie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 

[Inclosur©  N"o.  1.] 

Ohableston,  S.  0.,  December  20, 1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

U.  S.  Engineer  Corps: 

Dear  Sir  :  During  an  interview  with  Governor  Pickens  this  morn- 
ing, he  asked  me  whether  or  not  I  could  state  authoritatively  that  there 
had  not  been  twenty  enlisted  men  sent  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sum- 
ter. I  told  him  that  my  conviction  was  that  such  was  not  the  case,  and 
that  I  heard  you  make  the  statement  yesterday  to  General  Schnierle 
that  you  had  but  one  enlisted  raan  at  Fort  Sumter. 

The  governor  requested  as  a  favor  that  such  assurance  should  be 
given  Mm  over  the  signtiture  of  an  of&cer  of  the  Army,  and  knowing 
that  you  requested  General-  Schnierle  to  write  you  should  any  rumor 
obtain  concerning  you,  I  make  known  Governor  Pickens'  desire  to  you, 
and  respectfully  suggest  that  you  send  him  immediately  (as  he  said  it 
was  imiDortant  that  he  had  a  [denial]  of  the  rumor  by  night)  such  com- 
munication as  you  may  deem  best  in  the  premises. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  deemed  it  necessary  to  refer  the  matter 
of  the  issue  of  the  forty  muskets,  &c.,  to  Washington,  for  I  know  that 
such  representations  have  gone  on  to  the  Department  as  will  cause  un- 
necessary excitement,  and  insure  a  censure  of  my  course  in  the  matter 
from  the  Ordnance  Department. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

F.  C.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Military  IStorelceeper  Ordnance,  U,  8,  Army,' 
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[luclosure  No.  2.] 

Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  Becemher  20,  1860. 
Capt.  F.  C.  Humphreys, 

Military  Storelceeperj  U.  S.  Ordnance  Gorps: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tliis  date.  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  accede  to  your  request  to  write  to  the  governor-elect  of  South 
Carolina  and  assure  him  that  twenty  enlisted  men  had  not,  as  he  had 
heard,  been  sent  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter.  As  the  governor 
of  a  Siate  that  lias  by  an  ordinance  to-day  decided  to  secede  from  the 
Union,  I  cannot,  I  conceive,  properly  communicate  with  him  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  except  through  the  Government  at  Washington. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  an  unfounded  rumor  of  this  kind  should  have 
obtained  the  serious  attention  of  the  governor  of  South  Carolina.  I,  as 
the  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  Sumter,  can  assure  you  that  no  enlisted 
men  have  been  transferred  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter. 

With  respect  to  the  issue  of  the  muskets,  I  consider  that  you  only  per- 
formed your  duty  in  obedience  to  existing  orders.  I  certainly  think  that 
I  did  mine.  As  to  my  after  action  in  referring  the  matter  to  Washing- 
ton, I  am,  of  course,  the  only  one  responsible.  You  cannot,  therefore, 
be  censured  without  cause. 
Truly  yours,  in  haste, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain^  Engineers. 

[Indorsement.] 

Engineer  Department,  Dccemler  24, 1860. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  his  in- 
formation, and  with  the  earnest  request  that  the  instructions  solicited 
by  Captain  Foster  may  be  promptly  given. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Captain  of  Engineers^  in  charge. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  December  20,  18G0. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Sir:  The  inclosed  telegram,  purporting  to  be  from  Capt.  J.  G.  Fos- 
ter, the  Engineer  officer  in  charge  of  Fort  Sumter,  reached  me  last  night, 
and  gives  the  first  information  to  this  office  that  the  forty  old  muskets 
had  been  issued  to  the  captain.  On  the  contrary,  the  previous  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  indicates  that  the  issue  of  these  muskets  has 
not  been  and  will  not  be  made.  On  the  31st  October  last  Colonel  Craig 
informed  you  that  the  Engineer  in  charge  of  Fort  Sumter  had  suggested 
the  placing  of  a  few  small-arms  in  the  hands  of  his  workmen  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Government  property  there,  and  recommended  that  it 
should  Jbe  dcpie,  provided  that  it  met  the  concurrence  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  troops  in  Charleston  Harbor.  The  recommendation 
was  approved,  and  Col.  J.  L.  Gardner,  then  commanding  at  Charleston 
Harbor,  was  duly  notified  thereof  and  authorized  to  direct  the  issue  if 
it  met  his  approval,  and  to  report  the  fact  to  this  office.  He  answered 
under  date  of  5th  IS'ovember,  1860,  and  did  not  concur  in  the  expediency 
of  the  issue.    His  letter  was  submitted  to  you  on  the  8th  November, 
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with  the  remark  by  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  that  "it  is  probable  the 
issue  has  not  and  will  not  be  made  without  further  orders."  ll^To  further 
orders  have  been  given,  and  no  report  or  other  information  on  tlie  sub- 
ject has  reached  this  office  except  the  inclosed  telegram.  That  is  so  in- 
definite (except  as  to  the  fact  that  Captain  Foster  has  received  the  forty 
old  muskets)  as  to  be  difficult  to  understand,  and,  consequently,  to  an- 
swer.* It  does  not  state  by  whom  the  "  little  talk  "  about  the  issue  was 
had,  nor  who  asks  Captain  Foster  to  return  the  muskets.  From  all  the 
indications  I  am  doubtful  about  the  genuineness  of  the  dispatch.  If 
answered  at  all  I  think  the  best  reply  will  be:  "If  you  don't  want  the 
muskets,  return  them." 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  may:n^adier, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 

■  [Inclosiire — Telegram.] 

Charleston,  December  19, 1860. 
Capt.  Wm.  Maynadier, 

Ordnance  Department : 

I  received  from  the  arsenal  on  the  17th  the  forty  old  muskets  ordered 
to  be  issued  to  me  November  1.  There  is  some  little  talk  about  it,  and 
I  am  asked  to  return  them.     Shall  I  return  them  or  keep  them  ? 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captainj  Engineers,  TJ.  S.  Army, 


War  Department, 

Washington,  December  21,  1860. 
Major  Anderson, 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Moultrie,  S,  C, : 

Sir  :  In  the  verbal  instructions  communicated  to  you  by  Major  Buell,  t 
you  are  directed  to  hold  possession  of  the  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton, and^  if  attacked,  to  defend  yours'elf  to  the  last  extremity.  Under 
these  instructions,  you  might  infer  that  you  are  required  to  make  a  vain 
and  useless  sacrifice  of  your  own  life  and  the  lives  of  the  men  under 
your  command,  upon  a  mere  point  of  honor.  This  is  far  from  the  Presi- 
dent's intentions.  You  are  to  exercise  a  sound  military  discretion  on 
this  subject. 

It  is  neither  expected  nor  desired  that  you  should  expose  your  own 
life  or  that  of  your  men  in  a  hopeless  conflict  in  defense  of  these  forts. 
If  they  are  invested  or  attacked  by  a  force  so  superior  that  resistance 
would,  in  your  judgment,  be  a  useless  waste  of  life,  it  will  be  your  duty 
to  yield  to  necessity,  and  make  the  best  terms  in  your  power.  ■" 

This  will  be  the  conduct  of  an  honorable,  brave,  and  humane  officer, 
and  you  will  be  fully  justified  in  such  action.    These  orders  are  strictly 
confidential,  and  not  to  be  communicated  even  to  the  officers  under 
your  command,  wit'^out  close  necessity.}: 
Very  respec:/ully, 

JQHN  B.  FLOYD. 


*See  Foster  to  De  Russy,  December  20,  1860,  p.  100. 
tSee  BuelFs  memorandum,  December  11,  1860,  j).  89. 

tTliis  letter  delivered  to  Major  Anderson  December  23,  by  Capt.  John  Withers, 
A.  A.  G. 
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Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  December  21,  1860. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  All  the  information  called  for  by  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  B.  Stan- 
ton, chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives,  and  the  accompanying  resolution  of  that  committee,  dated 
the  18th  instant,  so  far  as  it  is  within  the  purview  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment, will  be  found  in  the  inclosed  statements,  viz  : 

No.  1.  Quantity  and  description  of  ordnance  and  arms  at  each  of  the 
forts  in  Charleston  Harbor,  viz,  at  Fort  Moultrie,  at  Castle  Pinckney,  at 
Fort  Sumter,  and  at  the  Charleston  Arsenal,  with  the  name  and  grade 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  arsenal,  and  the  force  under  his  control.* 

No.  2.  Number  and  description  of  arms  distributed  since  the  1st  of 
January,  1860,  to  the  States  and  Territories,  and  at  what  price.* 

No.  3.  Arms  distributed  by  sale  since  1st  January,  1860,  to  whom  sold, 
and  at  what  price.* 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  state,  in  further  explanation  of  No.  2,  that 
where  no  distribution  appears  to  have  been  made  to  a  State  or  Terri- 
tory, or  the  amount  of  distribution  is  small,  it  is  because  such  State  or 
Territory  has  not  called  for  all  the  arms  due  on  its  quotas,  and  remains  a 
creditor  for  dues  not  distributed,  which  can  be  obtained  at  any  time  on 
requisition  therefor. 

The  letter  of  the  Hon.  B.  Stanton,  with  the  accompanying  resolution, 
is  returned  herewith. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W1\I.  MAYNADIER, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 


ENaiNEER  Department, 

Washington^  December  21,  1860. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  Charleston^  S.  C.  : 
Captain  :  Your  letters  of  the  4th  and  13th  instants,  reporting  the 
operations  you  have  undertaken  for  improving  the  defensible  condition 
of  the  forts  in  Charleston  Harbor,  have  been  received,  and  your  action 
in  the  matter  is  fully  approved  by  this  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  D:b  RUSSY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Engineers,  Commanding. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  December  21,  1860. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Charleston,  S,  0. : 
Captain  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have  to  state 
that  on  inquiry  at  the  Medical  Bureau  it  is  found  that  there  is  no 
intention  of  relieving  Assistant  Surgeon  Crawford  from  duty  at  Fort 
Moultrie  at  present,  but  that  it  is  presumed  he  will  still  be  willing  to 
go  on  attending  to  your  men,  as  he  is  understood  to  be  now  doing,  with- 

*  See  inclosure  to  Holt  to  Stanton,  January  3,  1861,  post.    Nos.  2  and  3  not  found. 
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out  any  specific  instructions.    The  formal  reference  of  your  application 
to  the  Adjutant- General  is  therefore  considered  unnecessary. 

Tour  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  inclosing  correspondence  with  Military 
Storekeeper  Humphreys,  in  regard  to  the  return  of  the  muskets  drawn 
from  the  Charleston  Arsenal,  is  also  received. 

It  having  been  ascertained  on  inquiry  at  the  War  Department  that 
instructions  have  already  been  sent  you  to  return  the  muskets  referred 
to,  no  further  action  on  your  letter  seems  to  be  necessary. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  De  EUSSY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Engineers,  Commanding, 


IS'o.  10.]  '     Fort  Moultrie,  S.C.y  December  22, 1860. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  December  26.) 

Col.  S.  Coov:^is>,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  Captain  Foster  is  apprehensive  that  the  remarks  in  my 
letter  of  the  20th  instant  may  be  considered  as  reflecting  upon  him,  and 
I  told  him  that  I  would  cheerfully  state  distinctly  that  I  do  not  intend 
to  pass  any  criticism  upon  his  proceedings. 

I  stated  in  my  last  letter  Mly  all  the  reasons  I  intended  to  give 
against  commencing  the  second  caponiere.  The  captain  has  put  a  very 
large  force  of  masons  on  it,  and  they  are  running  up  the  walls  very  rap- 
idly. He  says,  as  he  has  all  the  material  on  hand,  the  men,  having  just 
completed  the  first  one,  will  be  enabled  to  construct  the  second  caponiere 
as  soon  as  they  could  nnish  any  temporary  work  in  its  stead.  He  says 
that  he  will  have  the  "  work  defensible  in  five  more  working  days,  and 
have  it  finished  in  nine  more  working  days.''  God  knows  whether  the 
South  Carolinians  will  defer  their  attempt  to  take  this  work  so  long  as 
that.  I  must  confess  that  I  think  where  an  officer  is  placed  in  as  deli- 
cate a  position  as  the  one  I  occupy  that  he  should  have  the  entire  control 
over  aU  persons  connected  in  any  way  with  the  work  intrusted  to  him. 
Eesponsibility  and  power  to  control  ought  to  go  together. 

I  have  heard  from  several  sources  that  last  night  and  the  night  before 
a  steamer  was  stationed  between  this  island  and  Fort  Sumter.  That  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina  are  determined  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any 
troops  from  being  placed  in  that  fort,  and  that  they  will  seize  upon  that 
most  important  work  as  soon  as  they  think  there  is  reasonable  ground 
for  a  doubt  whether  it  will  be  turned  over  to  the  State,  I  do  not  doubt. 
I  think  that  I  could,  however,  were  I  to  receive  instructions  so  to  do, 
throw  my  garrison  into  that  work,  but  I  should  have  to  sacrifice  the 
greater  part  of  my  stores,  as  it  is  now  too  late  to  attempt  their  removal. 
Once  in  that  work  with  my  garrison  I  could  keep  the  entrance  of  their 
harbor  open  until  they  construct  works  outside  of  me,  which  might,  I 
presume,  prevent  vessels  from  coming  into  the  outer  harbor. 

We  have  used  nearly  all  the  empty  barrels  which  Captain  Foster  had 
wisely  saved  for  embrasures,  traverses,  &c.,  and  Captain  Foster  is  now 
making  use  of  our  gun-pent  houses  for  the  same  purpose,  filling  them 
with  sand. 

No  one  .can  tell  what  will  be  done.  They  may  defer  action  until  their 
commissioners  return  from  Washington ;  or,  if  apprised  by  the  nature 
of  the  debates  in  Congress  that  their  demands  will  not  probably  be  ac- 
ceded to,  they  may  act  without  waiting  for  them. 

I  do  not  think  that  we  can  rely  upon  any  assurances,  and  wish  to  God 
I  only  had  men  enough  here  to  man  fully  my  guns.    Our  men  are  per- 
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fectly  conscious  of  the  dangerous  position  they  are  placed  in,  but  are  in 
as  fine  spirits  as  if  they  were  certain  of  victory. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  heard  that  several  of  the  men  at  work  in  Fort 
Sumter  wear  the  blue  cockade.  If  they  are  bold  enough  to  do  that  the 
sooner  that  force  is  disbanded  the  better.  The  public  property  would 
be  safer  there  under  Lieutenant  Snyder  and  a  few  men  than  it  now  is. 

R.  A. 


Sullivan's  Island,  S.  C,  December  22, 1860. 
Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  Army,  WasMngton,  D.  C, : 

Colonel  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  on  the  last  two  nights 
steamers  from  town  have  remained  in  the  close  vicinity  of  Fort  Sumter, 
apparently  with  the  object  of  maintaining  guard  over  the  fort.  On  the 
first  night,  that  of  the  20th,  only  one  came.  She  approached  from  the 
direction  of  town,  as  though  running  for  the  wharf,  and  her  movements 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  watchman,  he  awoke  Lieutenant  Sny- 
der, who,  when  he  went  upon  the  ramparts,  found  her  close  under  the 
west  flank,  apparently  sounding.  She  afterwards  moved  off  to  a  second 
position  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  and  remained  during  the 
night.  She  showed  no  lights.  On  the  same  night  this  or  another 
steamer  reconnoitered  and  remained  around  Castle  Pinckney  for  some 
time,  and  when  hailed  by  the  night  watch  on  the  Castle  as  to  what  she 
wanted,  some  one  replied,  ''  You  will  know  in  a  week."  Last  night  two 
steamers  kept  watch  around  Fort  Sumter. 

These  steamers  are  the  small  harbor  or  coast  steamers,  and  one  of 
them  was  named  the  Mna.  Judging  it  best  not  to  incur  any  risk  of  an 
unpleasant  occurrence,  I  have  not  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain  the  ob- 
ject of  this  surveillance,  nor  of  those  in  command  of  the  steamers.  The 
recent  orders  emanating  from  the  War  Department  have  given  me  the 
assurance  that  every  cause  that  might  irritate  these  people  must  be 
avoided.  However  mortifying  it  may  be  to  know  that  there  are  no 
means  for  defense  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  that  the  military  men  of  the  city 
have  their  eyes  fixed  upon  it  as  the  prize  to  obtain,  I  feel  bound  to  carry 
out  this  idea  in  my  every  act. 

I  do  not  even  feel  authorized  to  vary  my  present  plan  of  operations, 
either  by  a  reduction  or  an  increase  of  force,  although  my  expenses  are 
very  heavy,  and  my  present  liabilities  barely  covered  by  my  requisitions 
just  made.  Whenever  the  Department  desires  that  I  may  make  a  change 
of  operations,  I  beg  that  it  may  soon  be  communicated  to  me. 

At  Fort  Moultrie  I  am  still  exerting  myself  to  the  utmost  to  make  it 
so  defensible  as  to  discourage  any  attempts  to  take  it.  The  wet  ditch  is 
now  completed.  The  whole  of  the  east  front  is  now  raised  by  solid 
merlons,  two  barrels  high,  and  in  three  positions  to  a  greater  height  to 
serve  for  cavaliers.  The  guns  are  provided  with  good  siege-battery  em- 
brasures, faced  with  green  hides,  and  two  of  them  18-inch  howitzers, 
one  in  addition  furnished  with  musket-proof  shutters  working  on  an 
axis,  elevated  over  the  throat  of  the  embrasure  by  supports  on  each 
side,  and  maneuvered  by  double  bars  extending  back  over  the  gun. 

A  field  howitzer  has  been  put  in  position  on  the  parapet  at  the  north- 
east salient  by  means  of  a  palmetto  stockade,  so  as  to  sweep  the  vicinity 
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of  that  angle  better  than  it  was  before.    Traverses  to  intercei)t  shot  from 
the  sand  hills  have  been  placed  on  the  i>arapet  and  upon  the  terrepleins. 

The  bridge  connecting  the  barracks  and  guard-house  is  completed,  the 
doors  arranged  with  fastenings,  doors  cut  through  the  partition  walls  of 
the  barracks,  trai)-doors  cut  in  the  floors,  and  ladders  made.  The  howit- 
zers in  the  finished  caponiere  are  put  in  good  working  order.  The  sec- 
ond caponiere  was  commenced  yesterday  morning,  with  a  full  force  of 
masons,  and  by  to-night  was  over  six  feet  in  height,  with  both  embra- 
sures completed.  Major  Anderson  wanted  me  to  adopt  some  more  tem- 
porary construction,  but  I  showed  him  that  this  would  be  far  more  val- 
uable in  the  defense,  and  having  the  materials  and  masons  ready,  I 
could  construct  it  just  as  quickly  and  cheaply.  On  Monday  I  shall 
erect  a  lookout  tower  or  sharpshooter  stand  on  top  of  the  guard-house, 
at  Major  Anderson's  request.  I  have  stopped  for  the  present  the  work 
upon  the  glacis  in  front  of  the  sea  front,  and  put  all  my  force  upon  the 
above  works.  The  glacis  has,  however,  assumed  fine  proportions,  and 
is  in  fact  nearly  comx)leted.  One-half  of  the  interior  slope  is  well  sodded, 
and  half  of  the  glacis  slope  covered  with  muck  six  inches  thick. 

It  will  take  very  little  work  to  complete  the  whole  of  it  as  soon  as  the 
present  pressing  Avork  is  finished. 
Yery  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers, 

llndorsement  No.  1.] 

Engineer  Department,  December  24, 1860. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  his  in- 
formation, and  with  the  earnest  request  that  the  instructions  solicited 
by  Captain  Foster  may  be  i)romptly  given. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  in  charge. 

[Indorsement  No.  2.] 

Engineer  Department,  December  26,  1860. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  his  at- 
tention urgently  called  to  the  within  report  as  one  of  great  importance. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  in  charge, 

[Indorsement  No,  3.] 

Enqineer  Office,  December  26, 1860. 
Have  just  seen  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  read  to  him  the  within  let- 
ter. His  only  remarks  in  regard  to  it  were  that  it  was  very  satisfactory, 
and  that  he  hoped  or  thought,  I  don't  distinctly  remember  which,  that 
we  should  get  over  these  troubles  without  bloodshed.  He  further  said 
be  did  not  wish  to  retain  the  letter — this  in  answer  to  my  question. 

H.  G.  W. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  December  24,  1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Charleston,  S,  C, ; 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant*  I  have  to  say  that 
on  application  at  the  Treasury  it  is  ascertained  that  no  remittance  can 


*  Asking  for  $10,000  on  account  of  Fort  Snmtor. 
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be  made  to  your  credit  until  after  the  28tli  instant,  and  that  soon  after 
that  date  all  requisitions  upon  the  Treasury  will  be  promptly  met  as 
heretofore. 

This  office  will  omit  no  effort  to  supply  you  with  funds  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  that  funds  can  be  sup- 
plied you  will  be  promptly  informed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  G.'  WEIGHT, 
Captain  of  Engineers j  in  charge. 


ENaiNEER  Department, 

Washington^  December  27 y  1860. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  Charleston^  S.  C.  : 

Captain  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  letters 
from  you,  viz : 

1.  Letter  of  December  20,  reporting  in  regard  to  the  receipt  of  forty 
muskets,  &c.,  for  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney,  and  their  return  to 
the  arsenal  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

2.  Letter  of  December  22,  reporting  that  steamers  from  Charleston 
had  been  engaged  for  the  last  two  nights  in  reconnoitering  and  watch- 
ing Fort  Sumter  and  Castle  Pinckney,  and  also  detailing  the  ijrogress  of 
your  operations  at  Fort  Moultrie  toward  putting  that  work  in  a  defensi- 
ble condition. 

3.  Your  letter  of  the  19th  December,  not  before  acknowledged,  pre- 
senting for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  a  proposition  for  pre- 
venting the  occupation  of  Fort  Sumter  by  any  force  not  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

These  several  letters  have  been  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
his  instructions  in  relation  to  the  important  matters  presented  therein 
earnestly  requested.  Thus  far  no  such  instructions  have  been  received, 
though  the  Secretary  expressed  himself  fully  satisfied  with  the  efforts 
you  have  made  and  the  zeal  you  have  exhibited  in  the  trying  position 
in  which  you  are  placed. 

This  Department  is  highly  gratified  with  the  course  you  have  pursued, 
and  fully  approves  all  the  steps  you  have  taken  for  the  security  of  the 
public  interests  at  the  fortifications  in  Charleston  Harbor.  At  the  same 
time  it  cannot  fail  to  express  the  hope  that  some  definite  instructions 
may  be  soon  given  for  your  guidance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Captain  Engineers,  in  charge. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  December  21,  1860. 
Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D,  0.  : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  evening  Major 
Anderson  removed  his  command  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter, 
leaving  a  guard  with  me,  with  orders  to  spike  the  guns,  cut  down  the 
flagstaff,  and  burn  the  carriages  of  those  guns  that  point  towards  Fort 
Sumter.  This  was  done.  To-day  I  went  to  town  to  negotiate  a  draft 
on  Kew  York  to  pay  off  the  men  employed  on  Fort  Moultrie.    I  saw 
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that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  soineAvhere  to-night,  and  also  that  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  me  to  go  to  town  again  for  some  time. 

Keturning,  I  brought  my  family  to  Fort  Sumter,  as  all  guard  was  with- 
drawn. At  about  4  o^clock  a  steamer  landed  an  armed  force  at  Castle 
Pinckuey,  and  effecting  an  entrance  by  scaling  the  walls  with  ladders, 
took  forcible  possession  of  the  work.  Lieutenant  Meade  was  suffered 
to  withdraw  to  this  fort. 

Soon  after  dark  two  steamers  landed  an  armed  force  at  Fort  Moultrie, 
and  took  forcible  possession  of  that  work.  While  in  town  the  Palmetto 
flag  was  hoisted  on  the  custom-house  and  saluted.  Two  companies  were 
ordered  to  surround  the  arsenal.  The  movement  of  Major  Anderson 
was  made  upon  a  firm  conviction  that  an  attack  would  be  made,  and 
that  Fort  Sumter  would  be  seized  first.  In  haste. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 

[Indorsement.  ] 

December  31, 1860. 
Bead  the  within  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott  this  morning. 

H.  G.  W. 


Washington,  -Decem&er  28, 1860. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  full  powers 
from  the  Convention. of  the  People  of  South  Carolina,  under  which  we 
are  "  authorized  and  empowered  to  treat  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  delivery  of  the  forts,  magazines,  light-houses,  and 
other  real  estate,  with  their  appurtenances,  within  the  limits  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  also  for  an  apportionment  of  the  public  debt  and  a  di- 
vision of  aU  other  property  held  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  agent  of  the  confederated  States,  of  which  South  Carolina 
was  recently  a  member ;  and,  generally,  to  negotiate  as  to  all  other  meas- 
ures and  arrangements  proper  to  be  made  and  adopted  in  the  existing 
relations  of  the  parties,  and  for  the  continuance  of  peace  and  amity  be- 
tween this  Commonwealth  and  the  Government  at  Washington." 

In  the  execution  of  this.trust  it  is  our  duty  to  furnish  you,  as  we  now 
do,  with  an  official  copy  of  the  ordinance  of  secession,  by  which  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  has  resumed  the  powers  she  delegated  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  has  declared  her  perfect  sover- 
eignty and  independence. 

It  would  also  have  been  our  duty  to  have  informed  you  that  we  were 
ready  to  negotiate  with  you  upon  all  such  questions  as  are  necessarily 
raised  by  the  adoption  of  this  ordinance,  and  that  we  were  prepared  to 
enter  upon  this  negotiation  with  the  earnest  desire  to  avoid  all  unneces- 
sary and  hostile  collision,  and  so  to  inaugurate  our  new  relations  as  to 
secure  mutual  respect,  general  advantage,  and  a  future  of  good  will  and 
harmony,  beneficial  to  all  the  parties  concerned.  But  the  events  of  the 
last  twenty -four  hours  render  such  an  assurance  impossible.  We  came 
here,  the  representatives  of  an  authority  which  could  at  any  time  within 
the  past  sixty  days  have  taken  possession  of  the  forts  in  Charleston 
Harbor,  but  which,  upon  pledges  given  in  a  manner  that  we  cannot 
doubt,  determined  to  trust  to  your  honor  rather  than  to  its  own  power. 
Since  our  arrival  an  officer  of  the  United  States  acting,  as  we  are  as- 
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suird,  not  Diilv  without  but  agaiust  your  orders,  has  dismantled  one  fort 
and OCcupiod  unother,  thus  altering  to  a  most  important  extent  the  con- 
dition of  ali'airs  under  which  we  came.  i  •  .      v 

Until  those  circumstances  are  explained  m  a  manner  which  relieves  us 
of  all  doubt  as  to  the  spirit  in  which  these  negotiations  shall  be  con- 
ducted we  are  forced  to  suspend  all  discussion  as  to  any  arrangements 
by  which  our  mutual  interests  might  be  amicably  adjusted. 

^Vnd,  in  conclusion,  we  would  urge  upon  you  the  immediate  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  from  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  Under  present 
circumstances  they  are  a  standing  menace  which  renders  negotiation 
impossible,  and,  as  our  recent  experience  shows,  threatens  speedily  to 
bring  to  a  bloody  issue  questions  which  ought  to  be  settled  with  tem- 
perance and  judgment.  •  ^  t  ^ 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

E.  W.  BAENWELL, 
J.  H.  ADAMS, 
JAMES  L.  GEE, 

Commissioners, 

[Inclosures.] 

The  State  of  South  Carolina: 

At  a  Convention  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  begun 
and  holden  at  Columbia  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  and  thence  con- 
tinued by  adjournment  to  Charleston,  and  there,  by  divers  adjournments, 
to  the  twentieth  of  December  in  the  same  year : 

AN  ORDINANCE  to  dissolve  the  union  between  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  other 
States  united  with  her  under  the  compact  entitled  "  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America  " : 

We,  the  People  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  in  convention  assem- 
bled, do  declare  and  ordain,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained, 
that  the  ordinance  adopted  by  us  in  convention  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  whereby  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America 
was  ratified,  and  also  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  general  assembly 
of  this  State  ratifying  amendments  of  the  said  Constitution,  are  hereby 
repealed  5  and  that  the  union  now  subsisting  between  South  Carolina 
and  other  States,  under  the  name  of  the  "  United  States  of  America," 
is  hereby  dissolved. 

Done  at  Charleston  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty. 

D.  F.  jamiso:n^, 

Delegate  from  Barnwell,  and 
President  of  the  Convention,  and  others. 
Attest : 

Benjamin  F.  Arthur, 

Cleric  of  the  Convention, 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  December  22, 1860, 
1  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  ordinance  is  a  true  and  correct 
copy  taken  from  the  original  on  file  in  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State. 
[L-  S-]  ISAAC  H.  MEANS, 

Secretary  of  State,, 
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The  State  of  South  Carolina^  by  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  the  said 
StatCj  to  Robert  W,  Barnwell^  James  R.  Adams,  and  James  L.  Orr  : 

Whereas  the  Gonveution  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
begun  and  holden  at  Columbia  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  and  thence 
continued  by  adjournment  to  Charleston,  did,  by  resolution,  order  ^'That 
three  Commissioners,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  of  the  Convention,  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  proceed  to  Washington,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  treat  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  delivery  of 
the  forts,  magazines,  light-houses,  and  other  real  estate,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances, within  the  limits  of  South  Carolina ;  and  also  for  an  appor> 
tionment  of  the  public  debt  and  for  a  division  of  all  other  property  held 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  agent  of  the  confederated 
States,  of  which  South  Carolina  was  recently  a  member  5  and,  generally, 
to  negotiate  as  to  all  other  measures  and  arrangements  proper  to  be  made 
and  adopted  in  the  existing  relations  of  the  parties,  and  for  the  contin- 
uance of  peace  and  amity  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington"; 

And  whereas  the  said  Convention  did,  by  ballot,  elect  you  to  the  said 
office  of  Commissioners  to  the  Government  at  Washington : 

IsTow,  be  it  known  that  the  said  Convention,  by  these  presents,  doth 
commission  you,  Eobert  W.  Barnwell,  James  H.  Adams,  and  James  L. 
Orr,  as  Commissioners  to  the  Government  at  Washington,  to  have,  to 
hold,  and  to  exercise  the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  rights,  and 
privileges  conferred  upon  the  same  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution  herein 
cited. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Charleston,  the  twenty-second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty. 

[L.  s.]  D.  F.  JAMISOF, 

President. 
ISAAC  H.  MEANS, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Attest : 

B.  F.  Arthur, 

Cleric  of  the  Convention. 


[Memorandum.  ] 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  December  28,  1860. 
The  following  message  was  delivered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lay,  aide- 
de-camp,  from  the  General-in-Chief  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  person,  about  3J  p.  m.,  December  27 : 

Since  the  formal  order,  unaccompanied  by  special  instructions,  assigning  Major 
Anderson  to  the  command  of  Fort  Moultrie,  no  order,  intimation,  suggestion,  or  com- 
munication for  his  government  and  guidance  has  gone  to  that  officer,  or  any  of  his 
subordinates,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army ;  nor  have  any  reports  or  communi- 
cations been  addressed  to  the  General-in-Chief  from  Fort  Moultrie  later  than  a  letter 
written  by  Major  Anderson,  almost  immediately  after  his  arrival  in  Charleston  Harbor, 
reporting  the  then  state  of  the  work. 

G.  W.  LAY, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  A.  B.  C. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
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[Memorandum.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  December  28,  1860. 

Lieuteiiaiit-General  Scott,  who  has  had  a  bad  night,  and  can  scarcely 
hohl  up  his  head  this  morning,  begs  to  express  the  hope  to  the  Secretary 

^  1   That  orders  may  not  be  given  for  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter; 

2  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  recruits  may  instantly  be  sent  froui 
Governor's  Ishind  to  re-enforce  that  garrison,  with  ample  supplies  ot 
amnuuiition,  subsistence,  including  fresh  vegetables,  as  potatoes,  onions, 

^T  That  one  or  two  armed  vessels  be  sent  to  support  the  said  fort. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  also  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  recommendations  heretofore  made  by  him  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  respecting  Forts  Jackson,  Saint  Philip,  Morgan,  and 
Pulaski,  and  particularly  in  respect  to  Forts  Pickens  and  McEee  and  the 
Pensacola  navy-yard  in  connection  with  the  last  two  named  works,  may 
be  reconsidered  by  the  Secretary.  ,,,     o, 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  will  further  ask  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
to  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor,  which  are  wholly  national,  being  of  far 
greater  value  even  to  the  most  distant  points  of  the  Atlantic  coast  and 
to  the  people  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Ohio 
Elvers  than  to  the  State  of  Florida.  There  is  only  a  feeble  company  at 
Key  West  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Taylor,  and  not  a  soldier  in  Fort  Jef- 
ferson to  resist  a  handful  of  filibusters  or  a  rowboat  of  pirates;  and  the 
Gulf,  soon  after  the  beginning  of  secession  or  revolutionary  troubles  in 
the  adjacent  States,  will  swarm  with  such  nuisances. 

Kespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 


No.  13.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  G.,  Beeemher  28,  1860. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  January  1,  1861.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  memoran- 
dum received  to-day  from  the  governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  reply  to  a 
message  from  me,  which  shows  that  for  the  present  we  are  treated  as 
enemies.  I  sent  my  post- adjutant  this  morning  with  a  message  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  Fort  Moultrie  asking  by  what  authority  he  held 
possession  of  that  work,  and  desiring  to  know  whether  he  would  make 
any  opposition  to  my  sending  for  some  property,  public  and  private, 
left  there.  He  replied  to  my  first  question  that  he  held  that  post  by- 
authority  of  the  sovereign  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  governor.  To  the  second,  that  his  orders  were  not  to 
permit  public  property  of  any  kind  .to  be  removed  on  any  pretext  what- 
ever ;  that  he  was  directed  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  same,  and  to 
send  it  to  the  governor ;  that  he  would  with  pleasure  assist  in  recover- 
ing and  restoring  all  private  property  that  was  left.  This  decision 
about  the  public  property  shows  that  South  Carolina  is  acting  in  this 
matter  also  toward  us  as  if  we  were  her  enemy.  The  amount  of  public 
property  thus  left  is  not  great,  as  I  merely  retained  enough  to  prevent 
my  movement  from  being  suspected.  He  requested  Lieutenant  Hall  to 
say  that  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  officers,  the  military  move  I  made 
was  unanimously  pronounced  to  have  been  one  of  consummate  wisdom ; 
that  it  was  the  best  one  that  could  have  been  made,  and  that  if  I  had 
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not  effected  it  things  would  have  been  very  different.  Speaking  of  his 
own  position,  he  remarked  that  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  looked  into 
his  guns,  and  said  that  he  ought  not  to  have  been  ordered  to  fire  upon 
me,  because  if  I  returned  his  fire  he  would  be  compelled  to  retire  to  the 
sand  hills.  There  were  yesterday  two  regiments  to  guard  the  island. 
The  remark  about  his  orders  looks  like  an  intention  to  attack  me  here. 
I  must  confess  that  I  feel  highly  complimented  by  the  expression  of 
such  an  opinion  (from  those  most  deeply  affected  by  it)  of  the  change  of 
position  I  felt  bound  to  take  to  save  my  command  and  to  prevent  the 
shedding  of  blood.  In  a  few  days  I  hope,  God  willing,  that  I  shall  be 
so  strong  here  that  they  will  hardly  be  foolish  enough  to  attack  me.  I 
must  confess  that  we  have  yet  something  to  do  before,  with  my  small 
force,  I  shall  feel  quite  independent,  as  this  work  is  not  impregnable,  as 
I  have  heard  it  spoken  of. 

Trusting  that  something  may  occur  which  will  lead  to  a  peaceful 
solution  of  the  questions  between  the  General  Government  and  South 
Carolina, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AiTDEESOI^, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  reply  to  the  memorandum  of  the 
governor,  but  shall  regret  very  deeply  his  persistence  in  the  course  he 
has  taken.  He  knows  not  how  entirely  the  city  of  Charleston  is  in  my 
i:)ower.  I  can  cut  his  communication  off  from  the  sea,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  reception  of  supplies,  and  close  the  harbor,  even  at  night, 
by  destroying  the  light-houses.  These  things,  of  course,  I  would  never 
do,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  in  self-defense. 

[Inclosure. — Copy  of  memorandtun  from  Grovemor  Pickens.] 

Headquarters,  December  28,  1860. 

In  reply  to  Major  Anderson's  request,  made  this  morning  verbally 
through  First  Lieutenant  Snyder,  from  Fort  Sumter,  I  hereby  order  and 
direct  that  free  permission  shall  be  given  to  him  to  send  the  ladies  and 
camp  women  from  Fort  Sumter,  with  their  private  effects,  to  any  por- 
tion of  Sullivan's  Island,  and  that  entire  protection  shall  be  extended 
to  them.  It  is  also  agreed  that  the  mails  may  be  sent  over  to  the  offi- 
cers at  Fort  Sumter  by  their  boats,  and  that  all  the  ladies  of  Captain 
Foster's  family  shall  be  allowed  to  pass,  with  their  effects  and  the  effects 
of  any  kind  belonging  to  Captain  Foster,  from  the  Mills  House  to  Fort 
Sumter,  and  the  kindest  regard  shall  be  paid  to  them.  Of  course.  Lieu- 
tenant Meade's  private  effects  can  be  taken  possession  of  j  but  for  the 
present  there  shall  be  no  communications  of  any  other  kind  allowed 
from  the  city  to  the  fort,  or  any  transportation  of  arms  or  ammunition, 
or  any  supplies,  to  the  fort ;  and  this  is  done  with  a  view  to  prevent 
irregular  collisions,  and  to  spare  the  unnecessary  effusion  of  blood. 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


Washington,  December  29, 1860. 
Larz  Anderson,  Esq.,  Cincinnati  : 

Sir:  General  Scott  has  been  hoi)ing  for  two  or  three  days  to  find 
himself  well  enough  to  answer  your  letter,  but  is  too  much  prostrated 
by  diarrhea.    He  has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  support  your 
8  R  R 
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brother  in  liis  command,  repeating,  with  what  effect  remains  to  be  seen, 
within  the  hist  twenty-four  hours,  an  urgent  recommendation,  long  since 
made,  to  the  President  to  re-enforce  the  major.  .  ^r.    -  \ 

The  War  Department  has  kept  secret  from  the  General  the  instruc- 
tions sent  to  the  major,  but  the  General,  in  common  with  the  whole  Arniy, 
has  admired  and  vindicated  as  a  defensive  measure  the  masterly  transfer 
of  the  garrison  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  the  position  of  Fort  Sumter. 


Washington,  December  30,  1860. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  begs  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
pardon  the  irregularity  of  this  communication. 

It  is  Sunday ;  the  weather  is  bad,  and  General  Scott  is  not  well  enough 
to  go  to  church.  But  matters  of  the  highest  national  importance  seem 
to  forbid  a  moment's  delay,  and  if  misled  by  zeal,  he  hopes  for  the  Presi- 
dent's forgiveness. 

Will  the  President  permit  General  Scott,  without  reference  to  the  War 
Department  and  otherwise,  as  secretly  as  possible,  to  send  two  hundred 
and  fifty  recruits  from  New  York  Harbor  to  re-enforce  Fort  Sumter, 
together  with  some  extra  muskets  or  rifles,  ammunition,  and  subsistence 
stores  ? 

It  is  hoped  that  a  sloop  of  war  and  cutter  may  be  ordered  for  the 
same  purpose  as  early  as  to-morrow. 

General  Scott  will  wait  upon  the  President  at  any  moment  he  may  be 
called  for. 

The  President's  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


No.  14.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  Becemher  30,  1860. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  January  2,  1861.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  South  Carolinians 
have  established  a  post  at  Fort  Johnson.  It  is  said  that  one  company 
and  a  half  was  sent  to  that  place  yesterday.  I  saw  that  there  was  a 
small  party  yesterday  on  Morris  Island.  They  probably  intend  estab- 
lishing batteries  at  Fort  Johnson  and  on  the  island,  and  throwing  shot 
and  shells  at  us  from  those  places  and  from  Fort  Moultrie,  where  they 
are  very  busily  engaged  repairing  their  battery.  The  governor  was 
called  upon  by  a  friend  of  mine  in  reference  to  his  decision,  by  which  all 
communication  between  us  and  the  city  (except  the  sending  for  our 
mails)  was  cut  off,  and  he  refuses  to  modify  or  recall  his  order.  We  are 
pushing  forward  our  work  here  very  vigorously,  and  if  we  have  a  week 
longer,  shall,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  fully  prepared  for  any  attack 
they  may  make. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOK, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  December  30, 1860. 
Col.  E.  E.  De  Eussy, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers^  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. : 

Colonel  :  I  am  exerting  myself  to  the  utmost  to  make  this  work  im- 
pregnable, and  am  most  ably  and  energetically  supported  by  Lieutenants 
Snyder  and  Meade.  The  whole  labor  of  preparation  falls  upon  us,  as 
the  command  is  too  small  to  be  worn  down  by  labor. 

The  quartermaster  has  no  funds,  and  I  therefore  consider  it  my  duty 
to  provide  everything.  I  cannot  commit  to  paper  the  preparations  that 
are  completed  and  in  progress  to  resist  an  attack  here.  Be  assured, 
however,  that  no  efforts  are  spared  to  make  them  as  complete  as  they 
can  be  made  under  the  circumstances.  I  beg  that  any  funds  that  can 
be  obtained  for  me  may  be  deposited  in  Kew  York. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers, 


Washington  City,  December  31,  1860. 
Hons.  EoBERT  W.  Barnwell,  Jaiies  H.  Ad  aims,  James  L.  Orr  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication 
of  the  28th  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  your  "full  powers  from  the 
Convention  of  the  People  of  South  Carolina '^  authorizing  you  to  treat 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  various  important  sub- 
jects therein  mentioned,  and  also  copy  of  the  ordinance,  bearing  date 
on  the  20th  instant,  declaring  that  "the  union  now  subsisting  between 
South  Carolina  and  other  States  under  the  name  of  ^  the  United  States  of 
America'  is  thereby  dissolved." 

In  answer  to  this  communication  I  have  to  say  that  my  position  as 
President  of  the  United  States  Avas  clearly  defined  in  the  message  to 
Congress  on  the  3d  instant.  In  that  I  stated  that  "  apart  from  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  so  far  as  this  may  be  practicable,  the  Executive  has 
no  authority  to  decide  what  shall  be  the  relations  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  South  Carolina.  He  has  been  invested  with  no  such 
discretion.  He  possesses  no  power  to  change  the  relations  heretofore 
existing  between  them,  much  less  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
that  State.  This  would  be  to  invest  a  mere  executive  officer  with  the 
power  of  recognizing  the  dissolution  of  the  confederacy  among  our 
thirty-three  sovereign  States.  It  bears  no  resemblance  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  a  foreign  de  facto  government,  involving  no  such  responsibility. 
Any  attempt  to  do  this  would,  on  his  part,  be  a  naked  act  of  usurpa- 
tion. It  is  therefore  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress  the  whole  question 
in  all  its  bearings." 

Such  is  still  my  opinion,  and  I  could  therefore  meet  you  only  as  pri- 
vate gentlemen  of  the  highest  character,  and  1  was  quite  willing  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  any  proposition  you  might  have  to  make  to  that 
body  upon  the  subject.    Of  this  you  were  well  aware. 

It  was  my  earnest  desire  that  such  a  disposition  might  be  made  of 
the  whole  subject  by  Congress,  who  alone  possess  the  power,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  inauguration  of  a  civil  war  between  the  parties  in  regard  to 
the  possession  of  the  Federal  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  ;  and  I 
therefore  deeply  regret  that,  in  your  opinion,  "  the  events  of  the  last 
twenty -four  hours  render  this  impossible."  In  conclusion  you  urge 
uiDon  me  "  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  harbor  of 
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CharlestoD,"  stating  that,  ^^iiucler  present  circumstances,  they  are  a 
standing'-  menace  wliich  renders  negotiation  impossible,  and,  as  our  re- 
cent experience  shows,  threatens  speedilj^  to  bring  to  a  bloody  issue 
(luestions  Avhich  ought  to  be  settled  with  temperance  and  judgment." 

The  reason  lor  this  change  in  your  position  is  that,  since  your  arrival 
in  Washington,  "an  officer  of  the  United  States, acting,  as  we  (you)  are 
assured,  not  only  without  but  against  your  (my)  orders,  has  dismantled 
one  fort  and  occupied  another,  thus  altering  to  a  most  important  extent 
the  condition  of  affairs  under  which  we  (you)  came." 

You  also  allege  that  you  came  here  "  the  representatives  of  an  au- 
thority which  could  at  any  time  within  the  past  sixty  days  have  taken 
possession  of  the  forts  in  Charleston  Harbor,  but  which,  upon  pledges 
given  in  a  manner  that  we  (you)  cannot  doubt,  determined  to  trust  to 
your  (my)  honor  rather  than  to  its  own  power." 

This  brings  me  to  a  consideration  of  the  nature  of  those  alleged 
pledges,  and'^in  what  manner  they  have  been  observed.  In  my  message 
of  the  3d  of  December  instant  I  stated,  in  regard  to  the  property  of  the 
United  States  in  South  Carolina,  that  it  "  has  been  purchased  for  a  fair 
equivalent,  '  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  State,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,'  &c.,  and  over  these  the  authority  '  to 
exercise  exclusive  legislation'  has  been  expressly  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  Congress.  It  is  not  believed  that  any  attempt  wiU  be  made 
to  expel  the  United  States  from  this  property  by  force ;  but  if  in  this 
I  should  prove  to  be  mistaken,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  forts  has 
received  orders  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive.  In  such  a  contingency 
the  responsibility  for  consequences  would  rightfully  rest  upon  the  heads 
of  the  assailants." 

This  being  the  condition  of  the  parties  on  Saturday,  December  8, 
four  of  the  Kepresentatives  from  South  Carolina  called  upon  me  and  re- 
quested an  interview.  We  had  an  earnest  conversation  on  the  subject 
of  these  forts  and  the  best  means  of  preventing  a  collision  between  the 
parties,  for  the  purpose  of  sparing  the  effusion  of  blood.  I  suggested, 
for  prudential  reasons,  that  it  would  be  best  to  put  in  writing  what  they 
said  to  me  verbally.  They  did  so  accordingly,  and  on  Monday  morning, 
the  10th  instant,  three  of  them  presented  to  me  a  paper  signed  by  all 
the  Kepresentatives  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  single  exception,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy : 

Washington,  December  9,  1860. 
His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

President  of  the  United  States : 
In  compliance  with  our  statement  to  you  yesterday,  we  now  express  to  you  our 
strong  convictions  that  neither  the  constituted  authorities,  nor  any  body  of  the  people 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  will  either  attack  or  molest  the  United  States  forts  in 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  previously  to  the  action  of  the  convention,  and  we  hope  and 
beheve  not  until  an  offer  has  been  made,  through  an  accredited  representative,  to  ne- 
gotiate for  an  amicable  arrangement  of  all  matters  between  the  State  and  Federal 
Government,  provided  that  no  re-enforcements  shall  be  sent  into  those  forts,  and  their 
relative  military  status  shall  remain  as  at  present. 

JOHN  McQUEEN. 

WM.  POECHER  MILES. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

W.  W.  BOYCE. 

LAWEENCE  M.  KEITT. 

And  here  I  must,  in  justice  to  myself,  remark  that  at  the  time  the 
paper  was  presented  to  me  I  objected  to  the  word  '^  provided,"  as  it  might 
be  construed  into  an  agreement  on  my  part  which  I  never  would  make. 
Ihey  said  nothing  was  further  from  their  intention  j  they  did  not  so  under- 
stand It,  and  I  should  not  so  consider  it.    It  is  evident  they  could  enter 
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into  no  reciprocal  agreement  with  me  on  the  subject.  They  did  not 
profess  to  have  authority  to  do  this,  and  were  acting  in  their  individual 
character.  I  considered  it  as  nothing  more  in  effect  than  the  promise 
of  highly  honorable  gentlemen  to  exert  their  influence  for  the  purpose 
expressed.  The  event  has  proven  that  they  have  faithfully  kept  this 
promise,  although  I  have  never  since  received  a  line  from  any  one  of  them, 
or  from  the  convention,  on  the  subject.  It  is  well  known  that  it  was  my 
determination,  and  this  I  freely  expressed,  not  to  re-enforce  the  forts  in 
the  harbor,  and  thus  produce  a  collision,  until  they  had  been  actually 
attacked,  or  until  I  had  certain  evidence  that  they  were  about  to  be  at- 
tacked. This  paper  I  received  most  cordially,  and  considered  it  as  a 
happ3"  omen  that  peace  might  be  still  preserved,  and  that  time  might 
thus  be  gained  for  reflection.  This  is  the  whole  foundation  for  the 
alleged  pledge. 

But  I  acted  in  the  same  manner  as  I  would  have  done  had  I  entered 
into  a  positive  and  formal  agreement  with  parties  capable  of  contract- 
ing, although  such  an  agreement  would  have  been  on  my  part,  from  the 
nature  of  my  ofiicial  duties,  impossible.  The  world  knows  that  I  have 
never  sent  any  re-enforcements  to  the  forts  in  Charleston  Harbor,  and  I 
have  certainly  never  authorized  any  change  to  be  made  "  in  their  rela- 
tive military  status." 

Bearing  upon  this  subject,  I  refer  you  to  an  order  issued  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  on  the  11th  instant,  to  Major  Anderson,  but  not  brought 
to  my  notice  until  the  21st  instant.    It  is  as  foUows : 

Memorandum  of  verbal  instructions  to  Major  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  commanding  at  Fort 

Moultrie,  South  Carolina. 

You  are  aware  of  the  great  anxiety  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  collision  of  the 
troops  with  the  people  of  this  State  shall  be  avoided,  and  of  his  studied  determina- 
tion to  pursue  a  course  with  reference  to  the  military  force  and  forts  in  this  harhor 
which  shall  guard  against  such  a  collision.  He  has  therefore  carefully  abstained 
from  increasing  the  force  at  this  i)oint,  or  taking  any  measures  Avhich  might  add  to 
the  present  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  or  which  would  throw  any  doubt  on  the 
confidence  he  feels  that  South  Carolina  will  not  attempt  by  violence  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  public  works  or  interfere  with  their  occupancy.  But  as  the  counsel  and 
acts  of  rash  and  impulsive  persons  may  possibly  disappoint  these  expectations  of  the 
Government,  he  deems  it  proper  that  you  shall  be  prepared  with  instructions  to  meet 
so  unhappy  a  contingency.  He  has  therefore  directed  me  verbally  to  give  you  such 
instructions. 

You  are  carefully  to  avoid  every  act  which  would  needlessly  tend  to  provoke  ag- 
gression; and  for  that  reason  you  are  not,  without  evident  and  imminent  necessity,  to 
take  up  any  position  which  could  be  construed  into  the  assumption  of  a  hostile  atti- 
tude. But  you  are  to  hold  possession  of  the  forts  in  this  harbor,  and  if  attacked  you 
are  to  defend  yourself  to  the  last  extremity.  The  smallness  of  your  force  -svill  not 
permit  you,  perhaps,  to  occupy  more  than  one  of  the  three  forts,  but  an  attack  on  or 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  either  one  of  them  will  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  hostil- 
ity, and  you  may  then  put  your  command  into  either  of  them  which  you  may  deem 
most  proper  to  increase  its  power  of  resistance.  You  are  also  authorized  to  take  simi- 
lar defensive  steps  whenever  you  have  tangible  evidence  of  a  design  to  proceed  to  a 
hostile  act. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C,  December  11,1860. 

This  is  in  conformity  to  my  instructions  to  Major  Buell. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Sea^etary  of  War. 

These  were  the  last  instructions  transmitted  to  Major  Anderson  before 
his  removal  to  Fort  Sumter,  with  a  single  exception,  in  regard  to  a  par- 
ticular which  does  not  in  any  degree  afiect  the  present  question.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  clear  that  Major  Anderson  acted  upon  his  own 
responsibility,  and  without  authority,  unless,  indeed,  he  had  ^  tangible 
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evidence  of  a  desigu  to  proceed  to  a  hostile  act'^  ou  tlie  part  of  tlie  au- 
thorities of  South  Carolina,  which  has  not  yet  been  alleged  Still,  he  is 
a  brave  and  honorable  officer,  and  justice  requires  that  he  should  not  be 
condemned  without  a  fair  hearing.  ,     i  i  ^^  -17    4- 

Be  this  as  it  may,  when  I  learned  that  Major  Anderson  had  left  Fort 
Moultrie  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Sumter,  my  first  promptings  were  to 
command  him  to  return  to  his  former  position,  and  there  await  the  con- 
tiuQeucies  presented  in  his  instructions.  This  could  only  have  been  done 
with  any  degree  of  safety  to  the  command  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
South  Carolina  authorities.  But  before  any  steps  could  possibly  have 
been  taken  in  this  direction,  we  received  information,  dated  on  the  28th 
instant,  that  the  "  palmetto  flag  floated  out  to  the  breeze  at  Castle 
Pinckney,  and  a  large  mihtary  force  went  over  last  night  (the  27th)  to 
Fort  Moultrie."  Thus  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina,  without  wait- 
ing or  asking  for  any  explanation,  and  doubtless  believing,  as  you  have 
expressed  it,  that  the  officer  had  acted  not  only  without  but  against  my 
orders,  on  the  very  next  day  after  the  night  when  the  movement  was 
made,  seized  by  a  military  force  two  of  the  three  Federal  forts  in  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  and  have  covered  them  under  their  own  flag  in- 
stead of  that  of  the  United  States.  At  this  gloomy  period  of  our  his- 
tory startling  events  succeed  each  other  rapidly.  On  the  very  day,  the 
27th  instant,  that  possession  of  these  two  forts  was  taken  the  palmetto 
flag  was  raised  over  the  Federal  custom-house  and  post-office  in  Charles- 
ton; and  on  the  same  day  every  officer  of  the  customs,  collector,  naval 
officer,  surveyor,  and  appraisers,  resigned  their  offices.  And  this, 
although  it  was  well  known  from  the  language  of  my  message  that,  as 
an  executive  officer,  I  felt  myself  bound  to  collect  the  revenue  at  the 
port  of  Charleston  under  the  existing  laws. 

In  the  harbor  of  Charleston  we  now  find  three  forts  confronting  each 
other,  over  all  of  which  the  Federal  flag  floated  only  four  days  ago ;  but 
now  over  two  of  them  this  flag  has  been  supplanted,  and  the  palmetto 
flag  has  been  substituted  in  its  stead.  It  is  under  all  these  circum  stances 
that  I  am  urged  immediately  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  and  am  informed  that  without  this,  negotiation  is  impossible. 
This  I  cannot  do ;  this  I  will  not  do.  Such  an  idea  was  never  thought 
of  by  me  in  any  possible  contingency,  l^o  allusion  had  ever  been  made 
to  it  in  any  communication  between  myself  and  any  human  being.  But 
the  Inference  is  that  I  am  bound  *to  withdraw  the  troops  from  the  only 
fort  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  because  the  officer  there  in  command  of  all  the  forts  thought 
proper,  without  instructions,  to  change  his  position  from  one  of  them  to 
another.  I  cannot  admit  the  justice  of  any  such  inference.  And  at 
this  point  of  writing  I  have  received  information  by  telegraph  from 
Captain  Humphreys,  in  command  of  the  arsenal  at  Charleston,  that  it 
"  has  to-day  (Sunday,  the  30th)  been  taken  by  force  of  arms."  Com- 
ment is  needless.  It  is  estimated  that  the*  property  of  the  United  States 
in  this  arsenal  was  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

After  this  information  I  have  only  to  add  that,  whilst  it  is  my  duty  to 
defend  Fort  Sumter  as  a  portion  of  public  property  of  the  United 
States  against  hostile  attacks,  from  whatever  quarter  they  may  come, 
by  such  means  as  I  may  possess  for  this  purpose,  I  do  not  perceive 
how  such  a  defense  can  be  construed  "into  a  menace  against  the  city  of 
Charleston.* 

With  great  personal  regard,  I  remain,  yours,  very  respectfullv, 

JAMES  BUCHAiSTAK 

*See  Coramissioiicrs'  reply,  January  1,  1861,  ^ws^ 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WasMngt07i,  December  31,  1860. 

Colonel  DiMiOK,  or  commanding  officer,  Fort  Monroe: 

Sir  :  Prepare  and  put  on  board  of  the  sloop-of-war  Brooklyn,  as  soon 
as  the  latter  can  receive  them,  four  companies,  making  at  least  two  hun- 
dred men,  destined  to  re  enforce  Fort  Sumter.  Embark  with  said  com- 
panies twenty-five  spare  stands  of  arms,  complete,  and  subsistence 
for  the  entire  detachment  for  ninety  days,  or  as  near  that  amount  as 
your  supplies  may  furnish.  Communicate  at  once  with  the  commander 
of  the  war  steamer,  learn  the  earliest  moment  at  which  he  can  receive 
the  troops  on  board,  and  do  not  fail  to  have  them  there  by  that  time. 

W.  SCOTT. 

Manage  everything  as  secretly  and  confidentially  as  possible.  LooJc 
to  this. 


HEADt^UARTERS   OF  THE  ARMY, 

Washington,  December  31,  I860.. 
To  the  President  : 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  again  begs  leave  to  trespass  for  a  momenti; 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  particulaiEy  as. 
he  learns  by  rumor  that  there  is  no  head  to  the  War  Department.* 
Such  are  the  necessities  of  the  service  that  it  is  hoped  the  vacancy  inj 
question  may  be  speedily  filled,  and,  incidentally,  that  the  new  Secre- 
tary, if  ad  interim,  may  not  be  a  junior  officer  of  the  Army,  as  it  wouldl 
wound  the  pride  of  any  senior  to  serve  under  such  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  lay  the  accom^ 
panying  letter  before  the  President.!  The  writer  is  a  distinguished! 
graduate  of  the  Military  Academy,  and  an  eminent  lawyer  of  the  'New 
York  bar.  Major-General  Sandford,  mentioned  by  him,  is  an  officer  andl 
citizen  of  great  merit  and  discretion,  commanding  the  City  Division  of 
Volunteers. 

General  Scott  does  not  recommend  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Hamilton's 
proposition,  f  as  we  have  disposable  regulars  enough  for  that  single  pur- 
pose; but  that  we  already  require  many  and  large  detachments  for  the 
protection  of  our  coast  defenses  farther  south  is  becoming  daily  more 
and  more  evident. 

In  reference  to  General  Scott's  note  of  yesterday  to  the  President,  he 
respectfully  adds :  Of  course,  the  War  Department  and  General  Scott 
cannot  communicate  anything  to  Major  Anderson,  or  receive  by  mail  or 
telegraphic  wires  anything  from  him  (who  must  be  regarded  as  in  a  state 
of  siege),  except  by  permission  of  the  authorities  in  Charleston;  and  it , 
is  just  possible  in  his  state  of  isolation  a  system  of  forged  telegrams 
from  this  place  may  be  played  off  so  successfully  as  to  betray  him  into  - 
some  false  movement. 

Most  respectfully  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

WIISrPIELD  SCOTT.. 

P.  S. — As  a  sequence  to  the  foregoing,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  iSiat.'; 
there  seems  to  be  no  other  way  of  freely  communicating  with  M^ajor- 
Anderson  than  by  water,  say  by  a  revenue  cutter  running  regularly  be- 
tween Wilmington,  IST.  C,  and  Port  Sumter. 

W.  S. 


*  No  record  of  Mr.  Floyd's  letter  of  resignation  can  bo  found  in  the  War  Departments 
tNot  of  record. 
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]^o  15 1  Fort  Sumter^  S.  0.,  December  31,  1860. 

'^  (Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  January  5, 1861.) 

Col.  S.  CooTBU,  Adjutmit- General  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  South  Carolinians 
show  ^reat  activity  in  the  harbor  to-day.  Several  steamers  have  been 
running  to  and  fro,  and  this  afternoon  about  80  soldiers,  with  wheel- 
barrows, barrels,  &c.,  and  some  draught  horses,  were  landed  on  Morris 
Island.  They  are  evidently  constructing  a  battery  or  batteries  there. 
The  lights  in  the  harbor  were  put  out  last  night,  and  ours  is  the  only 
light-house  of  this  harbor  which  exhibits  a  light  to-night.  I  am  at  a 
loss  what  this  means,  unless  it  be  that  some  armed  vessel  is  expected 
here.  The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  matter  the  stronger  are  my  con- 
victions that  I  was  right  in  coming  here.  Whilst  we  were  at  Fort 
ISIoultrie  our  safety  depended  on  their  forbearance.  A  false  telegram 
might,  any  night,  have  been  seized  upon  as  an  excuse  for  taking  this 
place,  and  then  we  would  have  been  in  their  power.  And  even  if 
there  had  been  an  understanding  .between  the  two  Goverimients  that  I 
was  not  to  be  interfered  with  until  the  termination  of  the  mission  to 
Washington,  the  fact  of  the  governor's  having  ordered  armed  steamers 
to  keep  watch  over  me  would  have  absolved  our  Government  from  the 
obhgation  to  remain  quiescent.  It  is  certain,  too,  that  the  moment  a 
telegram  was  received  announcing  the  failure  of  the  mission,  an  attack 
would  have  been  made  and  my  command  sacrificed,  for  there  can  be 
no  surrender  with  these  men,  if  attacked,  without  a  serious  fight. 
Thank  God,  we  are  now  where  the  Government  may  send  us  additional 
troops  at  its  leisure.  To  be  sure,  the  uncivil  and  uncourteous  action  of 
the  governor  in  preventing  us  from  purchasing  anything  in  the  city  wjU 
annoy  and  inconvenience  us  somewhat  j  still,  we  are  safe.  I  find  that 
in  consequence  of  a  failure  (accidental)  to  comply  with  my  instructions, 
there  is  only  a  small  supply  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  of  coal.  Still, 
we  can  cheerfully  put  uj)  with  the  inconvenience  of  doing  without  them, 
for  the  satisfaction  we  feel  in  the  knowledge  that  we  can  command  this 
harbor  as  long  as  our  Government  wishes  to  keep  it. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AlSTDERSOlSr, 
Major^  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 


Reply  of  Commissioners  to  the  President. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  1,  1861. 
To  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30th  December,  in  reply  to  a  note  addressed  by  us  to  you  on  the  28th 
of  the  same  month,  as  Commissioners  from  South*^ Carolina. 

In  reference  to  the  declaration  with  which  your  reply  commences,  that 
^^  your  position  as  President  of  the  United  States  was  clearly  defined  in 
the  message  to  Congress  of  the  3d  instant,"  that  you  possess  ^^  no  power 
to  change  the  relations  heretofore  existing"  between  South  Carolina  and 
the  United  States,  "  much  less  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  that 
State,"  and  that,  consequently,  you  could  meet  us  only  as  private  gen- 
tlemen of  the  highest  character,  with  an  entire  willingness  to  communi- 
cate to  Congress  any  proposition  we  might  have  to  make,  we  deem  it 
only  necessary  to  say  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  having,  in  the 
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exercise  of  that  great  right  of  self-goyernmeiit  which  underlies  all  our 
Ijolitical  organizations,  declared  herself  sovereign  and  independent,  we, 
as  her  representatives,  felt  no  special  solicitude  as  to  the  character  in 
which  you  might  recognize  us.  Satisfied  that  the  State  had  simply  ex- 
ercised her  unquestionable  right,  we  were  prepared,  in  order  to  reach 
substantial  good,  to  waive  the  formal  considerations  which  your  consti- 
tutional scruples  might  have  prevented  you  from  extending.  We  came 
here,  therefore,  expecting  to  be  received  as  you  did  receive  us,  and  per- 
fectly content  with  that  entire  willingness  of  which  you  assured  us,  to 
submit  any  proposition  to  Congress  which  we  might  have  to  make  upon 
the  subject  of  the  independence  of  the  State. 

That  willingness  was  ample  recognition  of  the  condition  of  public 
affairs  which  rendered  our  presence  necessary.  In  this  position,  how- 
ever, it  is  our  duty,  both  to  the  State  which  we  represent  and  to  our- 
selves, to  correct  several  important  misconceptions  of  our  letter  into 
which  you  have  fallen. 

You  say:  "  It  was  my  earnest  desire  that  such  a  disposition  might  be 
made  of  the  whole  subject  by  Congress,  who  alone  possess  the  power,  as 
to  ijrevent  the  inauguration  of  a  civil  war  between  the  parties  in  regard 
to  the  possession  of  the  Federal  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
I  therefore  deeply  regret  that,  in  your  opinion,  Hhe  events  of  the  last 
twenty -four  hours  render  this  impossible.' "  We  expressed  no  such  opin- 
ion, and  the  language  which  you  quote  as  ours  is  altered  in  its  sense  by 
the  omission  of  a  most  important  part  of  the  sentence.  What  we  did 
say  was,  "But  the  events  of  the  last  twenty -four  hours  render  such  an 
assurance  impossible."  Place  that  "  assurance"  as  contained  in  our  let- 
ter in  the  sentence,  and  we  are  prepared  to  repeat  it. 

Again,  professing  to  quote  our  language,  you  say :  '^Thus  the  author- 
ities of  South  Carolina,  without  waiting  or  asking  for  any  explanation, 
and  doubtless  believing,  as  you  have  expressed  it,  that  the  officer  had 
acted  not  only  without,  but  against  my  orders,"  &c.  We  expressed  no 
such  opinion  in  reference  to  the  belief  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 
The  language  which  you  have  quoted  was  applied  solely  and  entirely  to 
our  assurance,  obtained  here,  and  based,  as  you  well  know,  upon  your 
own  declaration — a  declaration  which,  at  that  time,  it  was  imiDOssible  for 
the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  to  have  known.  But  without  follow- 
ing this  letter  into  all  its  details,  we  propose  only  to  meet  the  chief  points 
of  the  argument. 

Some  weeks  ago,  the  State  of  South  Carolina  declared  her  intention 
in  the  existing  condition  of  public  affairs  to  secede  from  the  United 
States.  She  called  a  convention  of  her  people  to  put  her  declaration  in 
force.  The  convention  met,  and  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession.  All 
this  you  anticipated,  and  your  course  of  action  was  thoroughly  consid- 
ered. In  your  annual  message  you  declared  you  had  no  right,  and 
would  not  attemj)t,  to  Coerce  a  seceding  State,  but  that  you  were  bound 
by  your  constitutional  oath,  and  would  defend  the  property  of  the  United 
States  within  the  borders  of  South  Carolina  if  an  attempt  was  made  to 
take  it  by  force.  Seeing  very  early  that  this  question  of  projperty  was 
a  difficult  and  delicate  one,  you  manifested  a  desire  to  settle  it  without 
collision.  You  did  not  re-enforce  the  garrisons  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton. You  removed  a  distinguished  and  veteran  officer  from  the  com- 
mand of  Fort  Moultrie  because  he  attempted  to  increase  his  supply  of 
ammunition.  You  refused  to  send  additional  troops  to  the  same  garri- 
son when  applied  for  by  the  officer  appointed  to  succeed  him.  You  ac- 
cepted the  resignation  of  the  oldest  and  most  efficient  member  of  your 
Cabinet  rather  than  allow  these  garrisons  to  be  strengthened.    You  com- 
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pelled  an  officer  statioued  at  Fort  Sumter  to  return  iiumediately  to  the 
arsenal  fortv  muskets  wliich  he  had  taken  to  arm  his  men.  You  ex- 
pressed not*  to  one,  but  to  many,  of  the  most  distinguished  of  our  pubbc 
characters,  whose  testimony  will  be  placed  upon  the  record  whenever  it 
is  necessary,  your  anxiety  for  a  peaceful  termination  of  this  controversy, 
and  your  willingness  not  to  disturb  the  military  status  of  the  forts  if 
commissioners  should  be  sent  to  the  Government,  w^hose  communications 
you  promised  to  submit  to  Congress.  You  received  and  acted  on  assur- 
ances from  the  highest  official  authorities  of  South  Carolina  that  no 
attempt  would  be  made  to  disturb  your  possession  of  the  forts  and  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  if  you  would  not  disturb  their  existing  con- 
ditioh  until  commissioners  had  been  sent  and  the  attempt  to  negotiate 
had  failed.  You  took  from  the  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
a  written  memorandum  that  no  such  attempt  should  be  made,  "  pro- 
vided that  no  re-enforcements  shall  be  sent  into  those  forts,  and  their 
relative  military  status  shall  remain  as  at  present."  And,  although  you 
attach  no  force  to  the  acceptance  of  such  a  paper,  although  you  ^'con- 
sidered it  as  nothing  more  in  effect  than  the  promise  of  highly  honor- 
orable  gentlemen,"  as  an  obligation  on  one  side  without  corresponding; 
obligation  on  the  other,  it  must  be  remembered  (if  we  are  rightly  in- 
formed) that  you  were  pledged,  if  you  ever  did  send  re- enforcements,  to- 
return  it  to  those  from  whom  you  had  received  it  before  you  executed 
your  resolution.  You  sent  orders  to  your  officers  commanding  them 
strictly  to  follow  a  line  of  conduct  in  conformity  with  such  an  under- 
standing. 

Beside  all  this,  you  had  received  formal  and  official  notice  from  the 
governor  of  South  Carolina  that  we  had  been  appointed  commissioners, 
and  were  on  our  way  to  Washington.  You  knew  the  implied  condition 
under  which  we  came ;  our  arrival  was  notified  to  you,  and  an  hour  ap- 
pointed for  an  interview.  We  arrived  in  Washington  on  Wednesday  at 
three  o'clock,  and  you  appointed  an  interview  with  us  at  one  the  next 
day.  Early  on  that  day  (Thursday)  the  news  was  received  here  of  the 
movement  of  Major  Anderson.  That  news  was  communicated  to  you 
immediately,  and  you  postponed  our  meeting  until  half  past  two  o'clock 
on  Friday  in  order  that  you  might  consult  your  Cabinet.  On  Friday 
we  saw  you,  and  we  called  upon  you  then  to  redeem  your  pledge.  You 
could  not  deny  it. 

With  the  facts  we  have  stated,  and  in  the  face  of  the  crowning  and 
conclusive  fact  that  your  Secretary  of  War  had  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
Cabinet  upon  the  publicly-avowed  ground  that  the  action  of  Major  An- 
derson  had  violated  the  pledged  faith  of  the  Government,  and  that  unless- 
the  pledge  was  instantly  redeemed  he  was  dishonored,  denial  was  im- 
possible. You  did  not  deny  itj  you  do  not  deny  it  now;  but  you  seek 
to  escape  from  its  obligation  on  two  grounds :  1st.  That  we  terminated 
all  negotiation  by  demanding,  as  a  preliminary,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
United  States  troops  from  the  harbor  of  Charleston;  and,  2d.  That  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina,  instead  of  asking  explanation,  and  giving 
you  the  opportunity  to  vindicate  yourself,  took  possession  of  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.    We  will  examine  both. 

In  the  first  place,  we  deny  positively  that  we  have  ever,  in  any  way,, 
made  any  such  demand.  Our  letter  is  in  your  possession ;  it  will  stand: 
by  this  on  the  record.  In  it  we  inform  you  of  the  objects  of  our  mission.. 
We  say  that  it  would  have  been  our  duty  to  have  assured  you  of  our' 
readmess  to  commence  negotiations  with  the  most  earnest  and  anxious, 
desire  to  settle  all  questions  between  us  amicably  and  to  our  mutual  ad- 
vantage, but  that  events  had  rendered  that  assurance  impossible.    We 


Chap.  I.]  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. — tJNION.  123 

stated  the  events,  and  we  said  that  until  some  satisfactory  explanation  of 
these  events  was  given  us,  we  could  not  proceed ;  and  then,  having  made 
this  request  for  explanation,  we  added:  "And,  in  conclusion,  we  would 
urge  upon  you  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  harbor 
of  Charleston.  Under  present  circumstances,  they  are  a  standing  men- 
ace, which  renders  negotiation  impossible,"  &c.  "Under  present  cir- 
cumstances"! What  circumstances'?  Why,  clearly,  the  occupation  of 
Fort  Sumter  and  the  dismantling  of  Fort  Moultrie  by  Major  Anderson, 
in  the  face  of  your  pledges,  and  without  exi)lanation  or  practical  dis- 
avowal. And  there  is  nothing  in  the  letter  which  would  or  could  have 
prevented  you  from  declining  to  withdraw  the  troops,  and  offering  the 
restoration  of  the  status  to  which  you  were  pledged,  if  such  had  been 
your  desire.  It  would  have  been  wiser  and  better,  in  our  opinion,  to 
have  withdrawn  the  troops,  and  this  opinion  we  urged  upon  you ;  but 
we  demanded  nothing  but  such  an  explanation  of  the  events  of  the  last 
twenty -four  hours  as  would  restore  our  confidence  in  the  spirit  with 
which  the  negotiation  should  be  conducted. 

In  relation  to  this  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  harbor  we  are 
compelled,  however,  to  notice  one  passage  of  your  letter.  Eeferring  to 
it,  you  say:  "This  I  cannot  do;  this  I  will  not  do.  Such  an  idea  was 
never  thought  of  by  me  in  any  possible  contingency.  Ko  allusion  to  it 
had  ever  been  made  in  any  communication  between  myself  and  any 
human  being." 

In  reply  to  this  statement  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  your  conver- 
sation with  us  left  upon  our  minds  the  distinct  impression  that  you  did 
seriously  contemplate  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Charleston 
Harbor.  And  in  support  of  this  impression  we  would  add  that  we  have 
the  positive  assurance  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  possible  public  repu- 
tation and  the  most  unsullied  integrity — men  whose  name  and  fame, 
secured  by  long  service  and  patriotic  achievement  place  their  testimony 
beyond  cavil — that  such  suggestions  had  been  made  to  and  urged  upon 
you  by  them,  and  had  formed  the  subject  of  more  than  one  earnest  dis- 
cussion with  you.  And  it  was  this  knowledge  that  induced  us  to  urge 
upon  you  a  policy  which  had  to  recommend  it  its  own  wisdom  and  the 
weight  of  such  authority. 

As  to  the  second  point,  that  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina,  instead 
of  asking  explanations  and  giving  you  the  opportunity  to  vindicate 
yourself,  took  possession  of  other  property  of  the  United  States,  we 
would  observe — 

1.  That,  even  if  this  were  so,  it  does  not  avail  you  for  defense,  for  the 
opportunity  for  decision  was  afforded  you  before  these  facts  occurred. 
We  arrived  in  Washington  on  Wednesday;  the  news  from  Major  Ander- 
son reached  here  early  on  Thursday,  and  was  immediately  communicated 
to  you.  All  that  day  men  of  the  highest  consideration — men  who  had 
striven  successfully  to  lift  you  to  your  great  office,  who  had  been  your 
tried  and  true  friends  through  the  troubles  of  your  administration — 
sought  you  and  entreated  you  to  act,  to  act  at  once.  They  told  you  that 
every  hour  complicated  your  position.  They  only  asked  you  to  give  the 
assurance  that,  if  the  facts  were  so — that  if  the  commander  had  acted 
without  and  against  your  orders,  and  in  violation  of  your  pledges— that 
yoa  would  restore  the  status  you  had  pledged  your  honor  to  maintain. 

You  refused  to  decide.  Your  Secretary  of  War — your  immediate  and 
proper  adviser  in  this  whole  matter — waited  anxiously  for  your  decision, 
until  he  felt  that  delay  was  becoming  dishonor.  More  than  twelve 
hours  passed,  and  two  Cabinet  meetings  had  adjourned  before  you 
knew  what  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  had  done,  and  your  prompt 
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decision  at  auy  moment  of  that  time  would  have  avoided  the  subsequent 

complications.  ,      .,.         ^c^     ^i    -r>.      i- 

But  if  you  had  known  the  acts  of  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina, 
shouhl  that  have  prevented  your  keeping  your  faith  ?  What  was  the 
condition  of  things?  For  the  last  sixty  days  you  have  had  in  Charles- 
ton Harbor  not  force  enough  to  hold  the  forts  against  an  equal  enemy. 
Two  of  tlicm  were  empty,  one  of  those  two  the  most  important  in  the 
harbor;  it  could  have  been  taken  at  any  time.  You  ought  to  know 
better  than  any  man  that  it  would  have  been  taken  but  for  the  efforts 
of  those  who  put  their  trust  in  your  honor.  Believing  that  they  were 
tlireatened  by  Fort  Sumter  especially,  the  people  were  with  difBculty 
restrained  from  securing,  without  blood,  the  possession  of  this  impor- 
tant  fortress.  After  many  and  reiterated  assurances  given  on  your  be- 
half, which  we  cannot  believe  unauthorized,  they  determined  to  forbear, 
and  in  good  faith  sent  on  their  commissioners  to  negotiate  with  you. 
They  meant  you  no  harm ;  wished  you  no  ill.  They  thought  of  you 
kindly,  believed  you  true,  and  were  willing,  as  far  as  was  consistent 
with  duty,  to  spare  you  unnecessary  and  hostile  collision. 

Scarcely  had  their  commissioners  left,  than  Major  Anderson  waged 
war.  No  other  words  will  describe  his  action.  It  was  not  a  peaceful 
change  from  one  fort  to  another  -,  it  was  a  hostile  act  in  the  highest 
sense— one  only  justified  in  the  presence  of  a  superior  enemy,  and  in 
imminent  peril.  He  abandoned  his  position,  spiked  his  guns,  burned 
his  gun  carriages,  made  preparations  for  the  destruction  of  his  post,  and 
withdrew,  under  cover  of  the  night,  to  a  safer  position.    This  was  war. 

No  man  could  have  believed  (without  your  assurance)  that  any  officer 
could  have  taken  such  a  step,  "•  not  only  without  orders,  but  against 
orders."  What  the  State  did  was  in  simple  self-defense ;  for  this  act, 
with  all  its  attending  circumstances,  was  as  much  war  as  firing  a  volley  j 
and  war  being  thus  begun,  until  those  commencing  it  explained  their 
action  and  disavowed  their  intention,  there  was  no  room  for  delay ;  and 
even  at  this  moment,  while  we  are  writing,  it  is  more  than  probable, 
from  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  that  re-enforcements  are  hurrying  on 
to  the  conflict,  so  that  when  the  first  gun  shall  be  fired  there  will  have 
been,  on  your  part,  one  continuous,  consistent  series  of  actions  com- 
mencing in  a  demonstration  essentially  warlike,  supported  by  regular 
re-enforcement,  and  terminating  in  defeat  or  victory. 

And  all  this  without  the  slightest  provocation ;  for,  among  the  many 
things  which  you  have  said,  there  is  one  thing  you  cannot  say — you 
have  waited  anxiously  for  news  from  the  seat  of  war,  in  hopes  that  delay 
would  furnish  some  excuse  for  this  precipitation.  But  this  "tangible 
evidence  of  a  design  to  proceed  to  a  hostile  act  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina"  (which  is  the  only  justification  of  Major 
Anderson)  you  are  forced  to  admit  "  has  not  yet  heen  alleged."  But  you 
have  decided.  You  have  resolved  to  hold  by  force  what  you  have  ob- 
tained through  our  misplaced  confidence,  and  by  refusing  to  disavow  the 
action  of  Major  Anderson,  have  converted  his  violation  of  orders  into  a 
legitimate  act  of  your  executive  authority.  Be  the  issue  what  it  may, 
of  this  we  are  assured,  that  if  Fort  Moultrie  has  been  recorded  in  history 
as  a  memorial  of  Carolina  gallantry.  Fort  Sumter  will  live  upon  the 
succeeding  page  as  an  imperishable  testimony  of  Carolina  faith. 

By  your  course  you  have  probably  rendered  civil  war  inevitable.  Be 
it  so.  If  you  choose  to  force  this  issue  upon  us,  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  will  accept  it,  and  relying  upon  Him  who  is  the  God  of  Justice 
as  well  as  the  God  of  Hosts,  will  endeavor  to  perform  the  great  duty 
which  lies  before  her,  hopefully,  bravely,  and  thoroughly. 
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Our  mission  being  one  for  negotiation  and  peace,  and  your  note  leav- 
ing us  without  hope  of  a  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Fort  Sumter,  or 
of  the  restoration  of  the  status  quo  existing  at  the  time  of  our  arrival, 
and  intimating,  as  we  think,  your  determination  to  re-enforce  the  garrison 
in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  we  respectfully  io form  you  that  we  propose 
returning  to  Charleston  on  to-morrow  afternoon. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ants, 

E.  W.  BARNWELL, 
J.  H.  ADAMS, 
JAMES  L.  ORE, 

Commissioners. 

[Indorsement.] 

Executive  Mansion, 

3J  o^cloclcy  Wednesday. 

This  paper,  just  presented  to  the  President,  is  of  such  a  character  that 
he  declines  to  receive  it. 


Statement  of  Messrs.  Miles  and  Keitt  of  what  transpired  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  South  Carolina  delegation. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Convention,  we  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  statement : 

On  Saturday,  the  8th  of  December  several  of  the  South  Carolina  del- 
egation, including  ourselves,  waited  upon  the  President.  At  this  time 
there  was  a  growing  belief  that  re-enforcements  were  on  the  eve  of  being 
sent  to  the  forts  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

It  was  known  that  the  subject  was  frequently  and  earnestly  discussed 
in  the  Cabinet.  It  was  rumored  that  General  Cass  and  Mr.  Holt  were 
urgent  that  re-enforcements  should  be  sent.  Upon  our  being  announced 
the  President,  who  was  then  in  Cabinet  council,  came  out  to  us  in  the 
anteroom.  We  at  once  entered  into  a  conversation  upon  the  topic 
which  was  so  closely  occupying  his  thoughts  as  well  as  ours.  The  Pres- 
ident seemed  much  disturbed  and  moved.  He  told  us  that  he  had  had 
a  painful  interview  with  the  wife  of  Major  Anderson,  who  had  come  on 
from  New  York  to  see  him.  She  had  manifested  great  anxiety  and  dis- 
tress at  the  situation  of  her  husband,  whom  she  seemed  to  consider  in 
momentary  danger  of  an  attack  from  an  excited  and  lawless  mob.  The 
President  professed  to  feel  a  deep  responsibility  resting  upon  him  to 
protect  the  lives  of  Major  Anderson  and  his  command.  We  told  him 
that  the  news  that  re-enforcements  were  on  their  way  to  Charleston  would 
be  the  surest  means  of  provoking  what  Mrs.  Anderson  apprehended, 
and  what  he  so  much  deprecated.  We  said  further  that  we  did  not  be- 
lieve that  Major  Anderson  was  in  any  danger  of  such  an  attack ;  that 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  State  was  against  any  such  proceeding ; 
that  prior  to  the  action  of  the  State  Convention,  then  only  ten  days  off, 
we  felt  satisfied  that  there  would  be  no  attempt  to  molest  the  forts  in 
any  way ;  that  after  the  convention  met,  while  we  could  not  possibly 
undertake  to  say  what  that  body  would  see  fit  to  do,  we  yet  hoped  and 
believed  that  nothing  would  be  done  until  we  had  first  endeavored,  by 
duly  accredited  commissioners,  to  negotiate  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of 
all  matters,  including  the  delivery  of  the  forts,  between  South  Carolina 
and  the  Federal  Government.    At  the  same  time  we  again  reiterated 
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our  solemn  belief  that  any  change  in  the  then  existing^conclition  of  things 
in  Charleston  Harbor  would,  in  the  excited  state  of  feeling  at  home,  in- 
evitably precipitate  a  collision.  ,.    . .,     t^      •  ^     . 

The  impression  made  upon  us  was  that  the  President  was  wavering 
and  had  not  decided  what  course  he  would  pursue.  He  said  he  was 
fflad  to  have  had  this  conversation  with  us,  but  would  prefer  that  we 
should  «ive  him  a  written  memorandum  of  the  substance  of  what  we 
had  said"!    This  we  did  on  Monday,  the  10th.    It  was  in  these  words : 

His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 
In  compliance  with  our  statement  to  you  yesterday,  we  now  express  to  you  our 
stronn-  convictions  that  neither  the  constituted  authorities,  nor  any  body  of  the  people 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  will  either  attack  or  molest  the  United  States  torts  m 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  previously  to  the  action  of  the  convention,  and  we  hope  and 
believe  not  untU  an  offer  has  been  made,  through  an  accredited  representative,  to  ne- 
irotiato  for  an  amicable  arrangement  of  all  matters  between  the  State  and  Federal 
Government,  provided  that  no  re-enforcement  shall  be  sent  into  those  forts,  and  their 
relative  military  status  shall  remain  as  at  present.  ^^.^^^^ 

JOHN  McQueen. 

WM.  PORCHER  MILES. 
M.  L.  BONHAM. 
W.  W.  BOYCE. 
LAWRENCE  M.   KEITT. 
Washington,  December  9,  1860. 

The  President  did  not  like  the  word  ^^  provided"  because  it  looked  as 
if  we  were  binding  him  while  avowing  that  we  had  no  authority  to  com- 
mit the  convention.  We  told  him  that  we  did  not  so  understand  it.  We 
were  expressing  our  convictions  and  belief,  predicated  upon  the  main- 
tenance of  a  certain  condition  of  things,  which  maintenance  was  abso- 
lutely and  entirely  in  Mspoicer.  If  he  maintained  such  condition,  then 
we  beheved  that  collision  would  be  avoided  until  the  attempt  at  a  peace- 
able negotiation  had  failed.  If  he  did  not,  then  we  solemnly  assured 
him  that  we  believed  that  collision  must  inevitably  and  at  once  be 
precipitated.  He  seemed  satisfied,  and  said  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  send  re-enforcements  or  make  any  change.  We  explained  to  him  what 
we  meant  by  the  words  "  relative  military  status,"  as  applied  to  the 
forts  5  mentioned  the  difierence  between  Major  Anderson's  occupying 
■  his  then  i)osition  at  Fort  Moultrie  and  throwing  himself  into  Fort  Sumter. 
We  stated  that  the  latter  stei)  would  be  equivalent  to  re-enforcing  the 
garrison,  and  would  just  as  certainly  as  the  sending  of  fresh  troops  lead 
to  the  result  which  we  both  desired  to  avoid.  When  we  rose  to  go  the 
President  said  in  substance,  ''After  all,  this  is  a  matter  of  honor  among 
gentlemen.  I  do  not  know  that  any  i)aper  or  writing  is  necessary.  We 
understand  each  other." 

One  of  the  delegation,  just  before  leaving  the  room,  remarked :  "  Mr. 
President,  you  have  determined  to  let  things  remain  as  they  are,  and 
not  to  send  re- enforcements }  but  suppose  that  you  were  hereafter  to 
change  your  policy  for  any  reason,  what  then  ?  That  would  put  us, 
who  are  willing  to  use  our  personal  influence  to  prevent  any  attack  upon 
the  forts  before  commissioners  are  sent  on  to  Washington,  in  rather  an 
embarrassing  position."  "  Then,"  said  the  President,  ''I  would  first  re- 
turn you  this  paper."  We  do  not  pretend  to  give  the  exact  words  on 
either  side,  but  we  are  sure  we  give  the  sense  of  both. 

The  above  is  a  full  and  exact  account  of  what  passed  between  the 
President  and  the  delegation.  The  President,  in  his  letter  to  our  com- 
missioners, tries  to  give  the  impression  that  our  ''  understanding  "  or 
"agreement"  was  not  a  "pledge."  We  confess  we  are  not  sufficiently 
versed  hi  the  wiles  of  diplomacy  to  feel  the  force  of  this  "distinction 
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without  a  difference."  Nor  can  we  understand  how,  in  ^' a  matter  of 
honor  among  gentlemen,"  in  which  "no  paper  or  writing  is  necessary," 
the  very  party  who  was  willing  to  put  it  on  that  high  footing  can  honor- 
ably descend  to  mere  verbal  criticism  to  purge  himself  of  what  all  gen- 
tlemen and  men  of  honor  must  consider  a  breach  of  faith.  The  very 
fact  that  we  (the  Eepresentatives  from  South  Carolina)  were  not  author- 
ized to  commit  or  "pledge"  the  State,  were  not  treating  with  the  Presi- 
dent as  accredited  ministers  with  full  powers,  but  as  gentlemen,  assum- 
ing, to  a  certain  extent,  the  delicate  task  of  undertaking  to  foreshadow 
the  course  and  policy  of  the  State,  should  have  made  the  President  the 
more  ready  to  strengthen  our  hands  to  bring  about  and  carry  out  that 
course  and  policy  which  he  professed  to  have  as  much  at  heart  as  we 
had.  While  we  were  not  authorized  to  say  that  the  Convention  would 
not  order  the  occupation  of  the  forts  immediately  after  secession,  and 
prior  to  the  sending  on  of  commissioners,  the  President,  as  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  could  positively 
say  that  so  long  as  South  Carolina  abstained  from  attacking  and  seiz- 
ing the  forts,  he  would  not  send  re-enforcements  to  them,  or  allow  their 
relative  military  status  to  be  changed. 

We  were  acting  in  the  capacity  of  gentlemen  holding  certain  promi- 
nent positions,  and  anxious  to  exert  such  influence  as  we  might  possess 
to  effect  a  peaceful  solution  of  pending  political  difficulties,  and  prevent. 
If  possible,  the  horrors  of  war.  The  President  was  acting  in  a  double 
capacity — not  only  as  a  gentleman,  whose  influence  in  carrying  out  his 
share  of  the  understanding  or  agreement  was  potential,  but  as  the  head 
of  the  Army,  and  therefore  having  the  absolute  control  of  the  whole 
matter  of  re-enforcing  or  transferring  the  garrison  at  Charleston. 

But  we  have  dwelt  long  enough  upon  this  point.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  considering  the  President  as  bound  in  honor,  if  not  by  treaty  stip- 
ulations, not  to  make  any  change  in  the  forts  or  to  send  re-enforce- 
ments to  them  unless  they  were  attacked,  we  of  the  delegation  who 
were  elected  to  the  Convention  felt  equally  bound  in  honor  to  do  every- 
thing on  our  part  to  prevent  any  premature  collision.  This  Convention 
can  bear  us  witness  as  to  whether  or  not  we  endeavored  honorably  to 
carry  out  our  share  of  the  agreement. 

The  published  debates  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  session  con- 
tain the  evidence  of  our  good  faith.  We  trusted  the  President.  We 
believed  his  wishes  concurred  with  his  policy,  and  that  both  were  di- 
rected to  avoiding  any  inauguration  of  hostilities.  We  were  confirmed 
in  our  confidence,  and  reassured  in  our  belief  by  a  significant  event 
which  took  place  subsequent  to  our  interview.  He  allowed  his  premier 
Cabinet  officer,  an  old  and  tried  friend,  to  resign  rather  than  yield  to  his 
solicitations  for  the  re-enforcement  of  the  garrison  at  Charleston.  We 
urged  this  as  a  convincing  proof  of  his  firmness  and  sincerity.  But  how 
have  we  been  deceived !  The  news  of  Major  Anderson's  coup  produced 
a  sudden  and  unexpected  change  in  the  President's  policy.  While  de- 
claring that  his  withdrawal  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter  was 
"without  orders,  and  contrary  to  orders,"  he  yet  refused  for  twelve  hours 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  For  twelve  hours,  therefore,  without 
any  excuse,  he  refused  to  redeem  his  plighted  word.  No  subsequent 
acts  on  the  part  of  our  State,  no  after  reasons,  can  wipe  away  the  stain 
which  he  suffered  to  rest  upon  his  "honor  as  a  gentleman,"  while  those 
hours,  big  with  portentous  events,  rolled  slowly  by.  His  Secretary  of 
War,  impatient  of  a  delay,  every  moment  of  which  he  felt  touched  his 
own  honor,  resigned.  He  did  so  solely  on  the  ground  that  the  faith  of 
the  Government,  solemnly  pledged,  was  broken,  if  it  failed  promptly  to 
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undo  what  had  been  done  contrary  to  its  wishes,  against  its  settled  policy 
and  in  violation  of  its  distinct  agreement.  The  President  accepted  his 
resi "-nation  without  comment.  He  did  not  attempt  to  disabuse  the  mind 
of  his  Secretary  as  to  what  was  the  true  position  of  the  Government. 

Wliat  a  spectacle  does  the  President's  vacillating  and  disingenuous 
course  present!  He  allows  one  Secretary  to  resign  rather  than  abandon 
a  policy  which  he  has  agreed  upon.  Scarcely  have  a  few  short  weeks 
elapsed,  and  he  accepts  the  resignation  of  another  rather  than  adhere 
to  that  very  policy.  He  makes  an  agreement  with  gentlemen  which, 
while  he  admits  that  they  have  faithfully  kept  it  on  their  part,  he  him- 
self evades  and  repudiates.  And  this  he  does  rather  than  redress  a 
wrong,  correct  an  error— what  he  himself  considers  an  error— committed 
by  a  subordinate,  without  his  orders  and  contrary  to  his  wishes !  It  was 
at  least  due  to  Mr.  Floyd,  who,  as  one  of  his  Cabinet,  had  officially  and 
personally  stood  by  his  administration  from  its  very  commencement- 
through  good  report  and  through  evil  report— to  have  explained  to  him 
that  he  was,  in  the  President's  opinion,  laboring  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion; at  least  to  have  said  to  him,  '^  You  are  mistaken  about  this  matter; 
do  not  leave  me  on  a  false  issue."  But  no ;  he  coldly,  ungraciously,  yet 
promptly,  receives  the  resignation  without  a  syllable  of  remonstrance, 
and  thus  tacitly  but  unequivocally  accepts  without  shame  the  issue  pre- 
sented. He  does  not  deny  that  the  faith  of  his  Government  is  pledged, 
but  he  deliberately  refuses  to  redeem  it. 

WM.  POEOHER  MILES. 

LAWEENOE  M.  KEITT. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  January  2,  18 CI. 

Memorandum  of  arrangements.^ 

Telegram  sent  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Schultz,  64  Cedar  street,  P.  O.  box  3462? 
New  York  City,  that  his  proi)ositions  are  entertained,  and  that  a  staff 
officer  will  be  in  the  city  to-morrow  evening  to  conclude  arrangements. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  is  directed,  first,  to  satisfy  himself  that 
Mr.  Schultz's  agency  is  reliable,  then  to  cause  the  steamer  to  be  pre- 
pared for  sea  as  soon  as  practicable,  provided  the  terms  be  reasonable; 
then  to  cause  two  hundred  well-instructed  men  with,  say,  three  officers, 
to  be  embarked  from  Governor's  Island,  with  three  months'  subsistence, 
including  fresh  beef  and  vegetables,  and  ample  ammunition ;  also,  one 
hundred  extra  stand  of  arms.  Instructions  to  be  sent  by  Colonel  Thomas 
in  writing  to  Major  Anderson  that  should  a  fire  likely  to  prove  injurious 
be  opened  upon  any  vessel  bringing  re-enforcements  or  supplies,  or 
upon  her  boats,  from  any  battery  in  the  harbor,  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter 
may  be  employed  to  silence  such  fire,  and  the  same  in  case  of  like  firing 
upon  Fort  Sumter  itself. 

The  orders  to  the  steamer  and  the  troops  on  board  will  strictly  enjoin 
complete  concealment  of  the  presence  of  the  latter  when  approaching 
the  bay ;  Major  Anderson  to  be  warned  to  stand  on  his  guard  against 
all  telegrams,  and  to  be  informed  that  measures  will  soon  be  taken  to 
enable  him  to  correspond  with  the  Government  by  sea  and  Wilmington, 
KC. 

Colonel  Thomas  is  further  directed  to  inform  Major  Anderson  that  his 

*  In  the  liandwriting  of  General  Scott. 
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conduct  meets  with  the  emphatic  approbation  of  the  highest  in  authority; 
Major  Anderson  to  be  also  informed  that  further  re  enforcements  will  be 
sent  him  if  necessary. 
Lieut.  Col.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington^  D.  C. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  January  S,  1861. 
Hon.  Benjamin  Stanton, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter,  asking  for  information  on  certain  points 
specified  in  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Committee  on  Mihtary  Affairs 
of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  on  the  18th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  as  follows : 

According  to  the  latest  report  of  the  Engineer  ofBcer  having  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  every- 
thing practicable  had  been  done  to  place  Fort  Moultrie  in  an  efficient 
condition,  and,  with  a  proper  garrison,  it  was  deemed  susceptible  of  an 
energetic  defense.  There  were  then  employed  at  that  work  an  officer  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  workmen,  independent  of  regular  garrisoji.* 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  ultimo  Maj.  Eobert  Anderson,  First  Artil- 
lery, in  command  of  the  troops  in  Charleston  Harbor,  apprehensive  of 
the  safety  of  his  command  from  the  insecurity  of  the  fort,  and  having 
reason  to  believe  that  the  South  Carolinians  contemplated  or  were  pre- 
paring to  proceed  to  a  hostile  act  against  him,  and  desiring  to  prevent 
a  collision  and  effusion  of  blood,  evacuated  Fort  Moultrie,  after  leaving 
orders  for  spiking  the  cannon  and  disabling  some  of  the  carriages,  and 
removed  his  forces  to  Fort  Sumter,  where  they  now  are.  Castle  Pinck- 
ney  was  at  the  date  of  the  latest  report  in  good  condition  as  regards 
preparation,  and  with  a  proper  garrison  as  defensible  as  it  can  be  made. 
One  officer  and  thirty  workmen  were  engaged  in  the  repair  of  the 
cisterns,  replacing  decayed  banquettes,  and  attending  to  other  matters 
of  detail. 

Since  the  date  of  the  reports  referred  to.  Fort  Moultrie  and  Castle 
Pinckney  have  been  taken  possession  of  by  troops  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  governor,  and  are  now  held  by 
those  troops,  with  all  the  armament  and  other  public  property  therein 
at  the  time  of  their  seizure.  I  inclose  a  statement  (No.  1)  of  the  number 
and  description  of  ordnance  and  arms  at  the  date  of  the  last  returns  at 
Fort  Moultrie,  Castle  Pinckney,  and  Charleston  Arsenal,  respectively. 
That  arsenal,  with  all  its  contents,  was  also  taken  possession  of  on  the 
30th  ultimo  by  an  armed  body  of  South  Carolina  troops,  acting  under 
orders  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  as  represented  in  the  following 
report  of  Frederick  C.  Humphreys,  military  storekeei^er  of  ordnance, 
in  charge,  viz : 

This  arsenal  was  takeu  by  force  of  arms  by  the  militia  of  South  Carolina,  by  order 
of  Governor  Pickens.  The  commanding  officer  was  allowed  to  salute  his  flag  before 
lowering  it  with  one  gun  for  each  State  now  in  the  Union  (thirty-two),  and  to  take  it 
with  him,  and  the  detachment  to  occupy  the  quarters  until  instruction  from  Washing- 
ton can  be  obtained. 

At  that  time  the  force  under  his  control  consisted  of  nine  enlisted 
soldiers  of  ordnance  and  six  hired  men. 

*  See  De  Russy  to  Floyd,  December  20,  1860,  p.  99. 
9  R  R 
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The  Other  iiitorinatiou  iiskedfor  in  regard  to  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion  of  arms  ''distributed  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1860  and  to 
whom  and  at  what  price,"  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  statements 
mos  2  and  3)  from  the  Ordnance  Bureau.*'  It  is  deemed  proper  to  state, 
ii  further  explanation  of  statement  No.  2,  that  where  no  distribution 
appears  to  have  been  made  to  a  State  or  Territory,  or  where  the  amount 
of  the  distribution  is  small,  it  is  because  such  State  or  Territory  has  not 
called  for  all  the  arms  due  on  its  quotas,  and  remains  a  creditor  for 
dues  not  distributed,  which  can  be  obtained  at  any  time  on  requisition 

therefor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MUi-ii, 
,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

llnclosuio  No.  1.] 

Ordnance  Office, 
WasMngton^  December  21,  1860. 
Fort  Moultrie :  14  32-pounder  guns,  iron ;  16  24-pounder  guns,  iron ; 
10  8-inch  columbiads,  iron ;  5  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  iron  ;  4  24- 
pounder  flank  howitzers,  iron ;  2  12-pounder  field  howitzers,  brass ;   4 
6-pounder  field  guns,  brass.    Total,  55. 

Castle  Pinckney :  1  42-pounder  guns,  iron ;  14  24-pounder  guns,  iron ; 
4  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  iron.    Total,  22. 

United  States  Arsenal:  2  6-pounder  field  guns,  old  iron  ;  5  24-pounder 
field  howitzers,  old  iron  ;  502  muskets,  flint-lock,  caliber  .69  j  5,720  same 
altered  to  percussion  ;  11,693  muskets  made  as  percussion,  caliber  .69 ; 
2,808  rifles,  made  as  percussion,  caliber  .54 ;  6  same,  altered  with  long- 
range  sights ;  566  HalPs  rifles,  flint-lock  •,  4  carbines,  percussion,  rifled ; 
9  United  States  percussion  carbines  j  815  pistols,  flint-lock  ;  300  pistols, 
made  as  percussion.    Total,  22,430. 

WM.  MAYKADIER, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 


New  York,  January  4,  1861. 

Lieut.  51^6n.  ""^infield  Scott, 

Washington^  D.  C: 

Dear  General  :  I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Schultz  at  8  o'clock 
last  evening,  and  found  him  to  be,  as  you  supposed,  the  commission, 
and  together  we  visited  Mr.  M.  O.  Roberts.  The  latter  looks  exclu- 
sively to  the  dollars,  whilst  Mr.  S.  is  acting  for  the  good  of  his  country. 
Mr.  E.  required  $1,500  per  day  lor  ten  days,  besides  the  cost  of  300  tons 
of  coal,  which  I  declined ;  but,  alter  a  long  conversation,  I  became  sat- 
isfied that  the  movement  could  be  ?jiade  with  his  vessel,  the  Star  of  the 
West,  without  exciting  suspicion.  7.  finally  chartered  her  at  $1,250 
per  day.  She  is  running  on  the  Kcw  Orleans  route,  and  will  clear  for 
that  port ;  but  no  notice  will  be  put  in  the  papers,  and  persons  seeing 
the  ship  moving  from  the  dock  will  suppose  she  is  on  her  regular  trip. 
Major  Eaton,  commissary  of  subsistence,  fully  enters  into  my  views.  He 
will  see  Mr.  Roberts,  hand  him  a  list  of  the  supplies  with  the  places 
where  they  may  be  procured,  and  the  purchases  will  be  made  on  the 
ship's  account.     In  this  way  no  public  machinery  will  be  used. 


*  No8.  2  and  3  not  found.. 
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To-night  I  pass  over  to  Governor's  Island  to  do  what  is  necessary, 
i.  e.,  have  300  stand  of  arms  and  ammunition  on  the  wharf,  and  200  men 
ready  to  march  on  board  Mr.  Schultz's  steam-tugs  about  nightfall  to- 
morrow, to  go  to  the  steamer,  passing  very  slowly  down  the  bay.  I  shall 
cut  off  all  communication  between  the  island  and  the  cities  until  Tues- 
day morning,  when  I  expect  the  steamer  will  be  safely  moored  at  Fort 
Sumter. 

I  have  seen  and  conversed  with  Colonel  Scott,  and  also  saw  your 
daughter  at  your  house.  After  leaving  you,  I  obtained  the  key  of  the 
outer  door  of  the  office,  but  could  nowhere  find  the  key  of  your  door  or 
of  mine,  so  failed  to  get  the  chart.  This  is  of  little  moment,  as  the  cap- 
tain of  the  steamer  is  perfectly  familiar  with  the  entrance  of  Charleston. 

I  telegraphed  you  this  morning,  as  follows  : 

Arrangements  made  as  proposed ;  to  leave  to-morrow  evening  ;  send  map. 

I  will  now  leave  the  office,  where  I  am  writing,  to  proceed  to  the 
island. 

Yery  sincerely.  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

New  Yorlc,  January  5, 1861. 
Maj.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Eiglitli  Infantry^ 

Superintendent  Recruiting  Service,  Fort  Columbus : 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  General-in-Chief,  you  will  detach  this  even- 
ing two  hundred  of  the  best-instructed  men  at  Fort  Columbus,  by  the 
steamship  Star  of  the  West,  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  Fort  Sumter, 
South  Carolina. 

They  will  be  furnished  with  arms,  and,  if  possible,  one  hundred  rounds 
of  ammunition  per  man.  Orders  will  be  given  to  the  proper  officers  of 
the  staff  department  to  furnish  one  hundred  stand  of  spare  arms  and 
subsistence  for  three  months. 

The  officers  assigned  to  duty  with  the  detachment  are  Lieuts.  C.  E. 
Woods,  Mnth  Infantry;  W.  A.  Webb,  Fifth  Infantry;  C.  W.  Thomas, 
First  Infantry,  and  Asst.  Surg.  P.  G.  S.  Ten  Broeck,  Medical  Depart- 
ment, all  of  whom  will  report  fdr  duty  to  Major  Anderson,  commanding 
Fort  Sumter. 
Yours, 

L.  THOMAS. 


Headquarters,  January  5,  1861. 
First  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Woods, 

Ninth  Infantry,  Fort  Columbus  : 

Sir  :  The  steamship  Star  of  the  West  has  been  chartered  to  take  two 
hundred  recruits  from.  Fort  Columbus  to  Fort  Sumter,  South  Carolina, 
to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  that  post.  You  are  placed  in  command  of 
the  detachment,  assisted  by  Lieuts.  W.  A.  Webb,  Fifth  Infantry^  C. 
W.  Thomas,  First  Infantry,  and  Asst.  Surg.  P.  G.  S.  Ten  Broeck,  Medi- 
cal Department.  Arms  and  ammunition  for  your  men  will  be  placed  on 
the  steamer  and  three  months'  supply  of  subsistence. 

The  duty  upon  which  you  are  now  placed  by  direction  of  the  Gen- 
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eral-iii-Chief  will  require  great  care  and  energy  on  your  part  to  execute 
it  successfully,  for  it  is  imi)ortant  that  all  your  movements  be  kept  as 
secret  as  possible.  Accordingly,  on  approaching  the  Charleston  bar, 
you  will  place  below  decks  your  entire  force,  in  order  that  only  the  ordi- 
nary crew  may  be  seen  by  persons  from  the  shore  or  on  boarding  the 
vessel.  Every  precaution  must  be  resorted  to  to  prevent  being  fired 
upon  by  batteries  erected  on  either  Sullivan's  or  James  Island. 

Yours, 

'  L.  THOMAS. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

New  Yorlc,  January  5,  1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson, 

First  Artillery  J  Commanding  Fort  Sumter  : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  General-in-Ohief,  I 
yesterday  chartered  the  steamship  Star  of  the  West  to  re-enforce  your 
small  garrison  with  two  hundred  well-inStructed  recruits  from  Fort 
Columbus,  under  First  Lieut.  C.  R.  Woods,  Mnth  Infantry,  assisted  by 
Lieuts.  W.  A.  Webb,  Fifth  Infantry  ;  C.  W.  Thomas,  First  Infantry,  and 
Asst.  Surg.  P.  G.  S.  Ten  Broeck,  Medical  Department,  all  of  whom  you 
will  retain  until  further  orders.  Besides  arms  for  the  men,  one  hundred 
spare  arms  and  all  the  cartridges  in  the  arsenal  on  Governor's  Island 
Avill  be  sent ;  likewise,  three  months'  subsistence  for  the  detachment 
and  six  months'  desiccated  and  fresh  vegetables,  with  three  or  four  days' 
fresh  beef  for  your  entire  force.  Further  re-enforcements  will  be  sent  if 
necessary. 

Should  a  fire,  likely  to  prove  injurious,  be  opened  upon  any  vessel 
bringing  re-enforcements  or  supplies,  or  upon  tow-boats  within  the  reach 
of  your  guns,  they  may  be  employed  to  silence  such  fire;  and  you  may 
act  in  like  manner  in  case  a  fire  is  opened  upon  Fort  Sumter  itself. 

The  General-in-Chief  desires  me  to  communicate  the  fact  that  your 
conduct  meets  with  the  emphatic  approbation  of  the  highest  in  au- 
thority. 

You  are  warned  to  be ui>on  your  guaid  against  all  telegrams,  as  false 
ones  may  be  attempted  to  be  passed  upon  you.  Measures  will  soon  be 
taken  to  enable  you  to  correspond  with  the  Government  by  sea  and 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

You  will  send  to  Fort  Columbus  by  the  return  of  the  steamer  all  your 
sick,  otherwise  inefl&cient,  officers  and  enlisted  men.  Fill  up  the  two 
companies  with  the  recruits  now  sent,  and  muster  the  residue  as  a  de- 
tachment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  January  5,  1861. 
To  the  Paymaster-General  : 

Sir  :  The  governor  of  this  State  assumes  the  authority  to'  interfere 
with  my  official  duties.  Mr.  Pressley,  the  assistant  treasurer,  informed 
me  a  few  days  since  that  he  had  orders  from  the  governor  not  to  pay  my 
checks  to  any  one  stationed  at  Fort  Sumter,  and  asked  me  if  I  would 
give  any  more  hereafter ;  to  which  I  replied  I  would  not  refuse  to  pay 
accounts  presented  to  me  from  there  or  any  other  place  as  long  as  I  had 
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funds.  I  heard  nothing  more  of  the  matter  until  this  morning,  when  I 
called  at  the  sub-treasury  office.  The  clerk  told  me  (Mr.  Pressley  not 
being  there)  that  he  had  orders  not  to  pay  checks.  I  then  expressed  a 
wish  to  withdraw  my  funds,  and  was  refused  for  the  present — however, 
asked  to  call  again  on  Monday,  when  the  assistant  treasurer  would  be 
there  himself.  My  situation  here  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  is  very  un- 
pleasant, and  has  been  for  some  weeks  past.  I  do  hope  a  change  will 
soon  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  0.  HUTTER, 
Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Indorsement.] 

Paymaster-General's  Office, 

January  8,  1861. 

The  Paymaster-General  respectfully  submits,  for  the  information  of 
the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  the  within  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Major  Hutter,  reporting  interference  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of 
South  Carolina  with  his  official  duties. 

BENJ.  F.  LARNED, 

Paymaster-  General, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  6,  1861. 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  Through  the  courtesy  of  Governor  Pickens  I  am  enabled 
to  make  this  communication,  which  will  be  taken  to  Washington  by 
my  brother,  Larz  Anderson,  esq.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  com- 
mand in  excellent  health  and  in  tine  spirits.  We  are  daily  adding  to 
the  strength  of  our  i)osition  by  closing  up  embrasures  which  we  shall 
not  use,  mounting  guns,  &c.  The  South  Carolinians  are  also  very 
active  in  erecting  batteries  and  preparing  for  a  conflict,  which  I  pray 
God  may  not  occur.  Batteries  have  been  constructed  bearing  upon 
and,  I  presume,  commanding  the  entrance  to  the  harbor.  They  are 
also  to-day  busily  at  work  on  a  battery  at  Fort  Johnson,  intended  to 
fire  against  me.  My  position  will,  should  there  be  no  treachery  among 
the  workmen,  whom  we  are  compelled  to  retain  for  the  present,  enable 
me  to  hold  this  fort  against  any  force  which  can  be  brought  against  me, 
and  it  would  enable  me,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  to  annoy  the  South  Car- 
olinians by  preventing  them  from  throwing  supplies  into  their  new 
posts  except  by  the  out-of-the-way  passage  through  Stouo  River.  At 
presen4,  it  would  be  dangerous  and  difficult  for  a  vessel  from  without 
to  enter  the  harbor,  in  consequence  of  the  batteries  which  are  already 
erected  and  being  erected.  1  shall  not  ask  for  any  increase  of  my  com- 
mand, because  I  do  not  know  what  the  ulterior  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment are.  We  are  now,  or  soon  will  be,  cut  off  from  all  communica- 
tion, unless  by  means  of  a  powerful  fleet,  which  sliall  have  the  ability 
to  carry  the  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  this  harbor. 

Trusting  in  God  that  nothing  will  occur  to  array  a  greater  number  of 
States  than  have  already  taken  ground  against  the  General  Govern- 
ment, 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOISr, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  7,  1861. 

Commanding  Officer,  Detachment  U.  S.  Army, 
On  hoard  steamship  Star  of  the  West, 

Supposed  to  he  near  Charleston,  S.  (J. : 

Sir  :  Tliis  coramuincation  is  sent  tbrougli  the  commander  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop-ol-war  Brooklyn.  .... 

His  mission  is  twofold :  First,  to  J^fibrd  aid  and  succor  m  case  your 
ship  he  shattered  or  injured  ;  second,  to  convey  this  order  of  recall  for 
your  detachment  in  case  it  cannot  land  at  Fort  Sumter,  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Monroe,  Hampton  Eoads,  and  there  await  further  orders. 

In  case  of  your  return  to  Hampton  Eoads,  send  a  telegraphic  message 
here  at  once  from  Norfolk. 

Yours,  very  respectfuHy,  ^   SCOTT. 

P.  s.— On  arrival  at  Fort  Monroe,  land  your  troops  and  discharge 
"'^^  ''''''■  W.  SCOTT. 


]S"o.  17.1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  9,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  January  12.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  the  correspondence 
which  took  place  to-day  between  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  and 
myself  in  relation  to  the  firing  by  his  batteries  on  a  vessel  bearing  our 
flag.  Lieutenant  Talbot,  whose  health  is  very  much  impaired,  will  be 
the  bearer  of  these  dispatches,  and  he  will  be  enabled  to  give  you  full 
information  in  reference  to  this  and  to  all  other  matters. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  Al^DERSOK, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

flnclosures.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  9, 1861. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina: 

Sir  :  Two  of  your  batteries  fired  this  morning  upon  an  unarmed 
vessel  bearing  the  flag  of  my  Government.  As  I  have  not  been  notified 
that  war  has  been  declared  by  South  Carolina  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  think  that  this  hostile  act  was  com- 
mitted without  your  sanction  or  authority.  Under  that  hope,  and  that 
alone,  did  I  refrain  from  opening  fire  upon  your  batteries.  I  haire  the 
honor,  therefore,  respectfully  to  ask  whether  the  above  mentioned  act — 
one,  I  believe,  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  our  country  or  of  any 
other  civilized  government — was  committed  in  obedience  to  your  in- 
structions, and  to  notify  you,  if  it  be  not  disclaimed,  that  I  must  regard 
it  as  an  act  of  war,  and  that  I  shall  not,  after  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
return  of  my  messenger,  permit  any  vessels  to  pass  within  range  of  the 
guns  of  my  fort.  In  order  to  save,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  the  shedding 
of  blood,  I  beg  that  you  will  have  due  notification  of  this  my  decision 
given  to  all  concerned.  Hoping,  however,  that  your  answer  may  be 
such  as  will  justify  a  further  continuance  of  forbearance  upon  my  part, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  AKDERSOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Office, 

Headquarters  J  Charleston^  January  9,  1861. 

Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

Commanding  Fort  Sumter : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  has  been  received.  In  it  you  make  certain  state- 
ments which  very  plainly  show  that  you  have  not  been  fully  informed 
by  your  Government  of  the  precise  relations  which  now  exist  between  it 
and  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Official  information  has  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  the  political  con- 
nection heretofore  existing  between  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
States  which  were  known  as  the  United  States  had  ceased,  and  that  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  had  resumed  all  the  power  it  had  delegated  to 
the  United  States  under  the  compact  known  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  The  right  which  the  State  of  South  Carolina  possessed 
to  change  the  political  relations  which  it  held  with  other  States  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  been  solemnly  asserted  by  the 
people  of  this  State  in  convention,  and  now  does  not  admit  of  discussion. 
In  anticipation  of  the  ordinance  of  secession,  of  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  received  official  notification,  it  was  understood  by 
him  that  sending  any  re-enforcement  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  would  be  regarded  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  at  the 
same  time  it  was  understood  by  him  that  any  change  in  the  occupation 
of  the  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  would  in  like  manner  be  regarded 
as  an  act  of  hostility.  Either  or  both  of  these  events,  occurring  during 
the  period  in  which  the  State  of  South  Carolina  constituted  a  part  of  the 
United  States,  was  then  distinctly  notified  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  an  act  or  acts  of  hostility  j  because  either  or  both  would  be 
regarded,  and  could  only  be  intended,  to  dispute  the  right  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  to  that  political  independence  which  she  has  always 
asserted  and  will  always  retain.  Whatever  would  have  been,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  State  as  a  member  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
of  hostility,  became  much  more  so  when  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had 
dissolved  the  connection  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
After  the  secession  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  Fort  Sumter  contin- 
ued in  the  possession  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  How  that  fort 
is  at  this  time  in  the  possession  of  the  trooi^s  of  the  United  States  it  is 
not  now  necessary  to  discuss.  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  occupancy^ 
of  that  fort  has  been  regarded  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  as  the  first* 
act  of  positive  hostility  committed  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and  was  in  this  light  regarded  as  so  un- 
equivocal that  it  occasioned  the  termination  of  the  negotiations  then 
pending  at  Washington  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  and  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  attempt 
to  re- enforce  the  troops  now  at  Fort  Sumter,  or  to  retake  and  resume 
possession  of  the  forts  within  the  waters  of  this  State,  which  you  aban- 
doned, after  spiking  the  guns  placed  there,  and  doing  otherwise  much 
damage,  cannot  be  regarded  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  as  indicative 
of  any  other  purpose  than  the  coercion  of  the  State  by  the  armed  force 
of  the  Government.  To  repel  such  an  attempt  is  too  plainly  its  duty  to 
allow  it  to  be  discussed.  But  while  defending  its  waters,  the  authori- 
ties of  the  State  have  been  careful  so  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  State 
that  no  act,  however  necessary  for  its  defense,  should  lead  to  an  useless 
waste  of  life.  Special  agents,  therefore,  have  been  off  the  bar  to  warn 
all  approaching  vessels,  if  armed  or  unarmed,  and  having  troops  to  re- 
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enforce  the  forts  on  board,  not  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
special  orders  have  been  given  to  the  commanders  of  all  forts  and  bat- 
teries not  to  lire  at  such  vessels  until  a  shot  fired  across  their  bows 
would  warn  them  of  the  prohibition  of  the  State.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  Star  of  the  West,  it  is  understood,  this  morning  attempted 
to  enter  this  harbor,  with  troops  on  board,  and  having  been  notified  that 
she  could  not  enter,  was  fired  into.  Tlie  act  is  perfectly  justified  by  me. 
In  regard  to  your  threat  in  regard  to  vessels  in  the  harbor,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  say  that  you  must  j  udge  of  your  own  responsibi  lities.  Your 
position  in  this  harbor  has  been  tolerated  by  the  authorities  of  the  State, 
and  while  the  act  of  which  you  complain  is  in  perfect  consistency  with 
the  rights  and  duties  of  the  State,  it  is  not  perceived  how  far  the  con- 
duct which  you  propose  to  adopt  can  find  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  any 
country,  or  be  reconciled  with  any  other  purpose  of  your  Government 
than  that  of  imposing  upon  this  State  the  condition  of  a  conquered 
province. 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  9,  1861. 
General  Totten: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  only  a  moment  to  write  by  Lieutenant  Meade  [?], 
who  comes  with  dispatches  from  Major  Anderson.  I  wish  to  assure  you, 
however,  that  the  officers  of  your  corps  are  doing  everything  in  their 
power  to  ■  make  this  work  impregnable,  even  with  the  present  small 
garrison  of  seventy  men.  We  even  mount  all  the  guns,  as  we  can  do  it 
much  more  rapidly  than  the  garrison.  We  have  twenty-nine  guns  on 
the  first  tier  and  eleven  on  the  barbette  tier.  Four  8-inch  columbiads 
are  ready  to  mount  to-morrow.  I  shall  place  the  10-inch  on  the  parade 
as  mortars. 

The  firing  upon  the  Star  of  the  West  this  morning  by  the  batteries 
on  Morris  Island  opened  the  war,  but  Major  Anderson  hopes  that  the 
delay  of  sending  to  Washington  may  possibly  prevent  civil  war.  The 
hope,  although  a  small  one,  may  be  the  thread  that  prevents  the  sunder- 
ing of  the  Union.  We  are  none  the  less  determined  to  defend  ourselves 
to  the  last  extremity.  I  am  in  want  of  funds,  and  would  respectfully 
urge  that  as  soon  as  possible  $15,000  may  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  New 
York.    In  haste. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain^  Engineers, 

P.  S.— I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Meade  [?]  for  particulars. 

J.  G.  F. 

[Memorandum.] 

Received  January  12  by  Lieutenant  Talbot,  U.  S.  Army. 


War  Department,  January  10,  1861. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

First  Artillery^  Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter^  S.  0.  : 
Sir  :  Your  dispatches  to  No.  16,  inclusive,  have  been  received.    Before 
the  receipt  of  that  of  31st  December,'^  announcing  that  the  Government 

"Received  January  5,  1861,  p.  120. 
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might  re-enforce  you  at  its  leisure,  and  that  you  regarded  yourself  safe 
in  your  present  position,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  instructed  recruits 
had  been  ordered  to  proceed  from  Governor's  Island  to  Fort  Sumter  on 
the  Star  of  the  West,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the  force  under 
your  command.  The  probability  is,  from  the  current  rumors  of  to-day, 
that  this  vessel  has  been  fired  into  by  the  South  Carolinians,  and  has 
not  been  able  to  reach  yon*  To  meet  all  contingencies,  the  Brooklyn 
has  been  dispatched,  with  instructions  not  to  cross  the  bar  at  the  harbor 
of  Oliarle^ton,  but  to  afford  to  the  Star  of  the  West  and  those  on  board 
all  the  assistance  they  may  need,  and  in  the  event  the  recruits  have  not 
effected  a  landing  at  Fort  Sumter  they  will  return  to  Fort  Monroe. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  express  the  great  satisfaction  of  the 
Government  at  the  forbearance,  discretion,  and  firmness  with  which  you 
have  acted,  amid  the  perplexing  and  difficult  circumstances  in  which 
you  have  been  placed.  You  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  act  strictly 
on  the  defensive;  to  avoid,  by  all  means  compatible  with  the  safety  of 
your  command,  a  collision  with  the  hostile  forces  by  which  you  are  sur- 
rounded. But  for  the  movement,  so  promj)tly  and  brilliantly  executed, 
by  which  you  transferred  your  forces  to  Fort  Sumter,  the  probability  is 
that  ere  this  the  defenselessness  of  your  position  would  have  invited  an 
attack,  which,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  was  contemplated,  if  not  in 
active  preparation,  which  must  have  led  to  the  effusion  of  blood,  that 
has  been  thus  so  happily  prevented.  The  movement,  therefore,  was  in 
every  way  admirable,  alike  for  its  humanity  [and]  patriotism,  as  for  its 
soldiership. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C»,  January  12,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  8.  Army^  Washington^  D.  C. : 

General  :  The  sudden  resolution  to  send  a  joint  commission  to  Wash- 
ington enables  me  to  write  only  a  few  lines  to  tell  you  that  my  operations 
are  going  steadily  on.  Seventeen  guns  are  now  mounted  on  the  bar- 
bette tier,  and  in  good  working  order.  Four  of  these  are  columbiads. 
Owing  to  the  breaking  of  the  truck,  we  did  not  accomplish  much  yes- 
terday beyond  hoisting  carriages  to  the  terre-plein  (upper).  My  force 
is  gradually  growing  less  and  less,  owing  to  the  fears  of  the  approach- 
ing conflict  among  the  men.  By  to  night  I  may  not  have  more  than  a 
dozen  men  for  work.  This  is  unavoidable,  because  it  will  not  do  to  force 
the  fearful  or  seditious  men  to  remain.  I  shall,  however,  get  nearly  all 
the  guns  up  before  all  leave.  Yesterday  a  commission  came  from  Gov- 
ernor Pickens  to  summon  this  fort  to '  surrender.  It  was  composed  of 
General  Jamison,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Judge  McGrath,  Secretary  of 
State  of  South  Carolina.  They  subsequently  (during  the  conference 
with  us)  moderated  the  matter  somewhat,  so  as  to  have  it  understood 
that  their  demand  was  not  to  alter  the  present  status.  The  major  pro- 
posed to  send  a  joint  commission  to  Washington,  which  is  accepted  this 
morning,  and  Lieutenant  Hall  leaves  for  this  purpose. 

I  received  a  dispatch  from  Mrs.  Foster,  after  her  arrival  in  Washing- 
ton, which  I  understood  to  mean  that  I  had  to  my  credit  there  $15,000. 
This  gives  me  great  satisfaction,  for  I  was  becoming  embarrassed  for 
want  of  funds.    You  can  rely  upon  my  doing  all  that  I  can  to  secure 
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this  work,  and  to  strengthen  the  defense.  I  am  most  efficiently  sup- 
ported by  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade,  who  are  exerting  themselves 
to  the  utmost,  and  1  hope  the  Department  will  give  them  full  credit  for 
their  zeal  and  efficiency. 

The  temper  of  the  people  of  this  State  is  becoming  every  day  more 
bitter,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  avoid  a  bloody  conflict.  I  wish, 
therefore,  to  say  to  you  that  nearly  all  of  ifij  papers  and  vouchers  are 
in  my  office  in  town,  whence  I  have  not  been  permitted  to  remove  them. 
All  of  my  personal  effects  are  in  the  house  that  I  occupied  on  Sullivan's 
Island,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  things  that  I  have  here.  The 
suddenness  of  the  movement  over  here  did  not  permit  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  remove  anything,  and  my  active  operations  in  the  matter  did 
not  incline  the  authorities  in  my  favor  so  as  to  permit  me  to  remove 
anything  afterwards.  I  shall,  however,  endeavor  to  leave  everything 
relating  to  my  responsibilities  and  accounts  in  as  good  order  as  possible. 
You  must  excuse  my  referring  to  these  matters,  which  are  partly  per- 
sonal, because  if  we  are  attacked,  it  may  be  by  overpowering  numbers, 
and  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  defend  the  work,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, to  the  last  extremity.  The  main  ship  channel  was  closed  yester- 
day morning  by  sinking  four  hulks  across  it,  upon  the  bar.  Last  night 
a  good  deal  of  work  was  done  on  Fort  Moultrie  to  deiile  it  from  the 
fire  of  this  fort.  There  is  a  large  steamer  outside  of  the  bar,  apparently 
a  man-of-war. 

The  health  of  the  command  is  good,  and  their  spirits  excellent.  In 
haste. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  January  12,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  U,  8.  Army : 

Colonel  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  is  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the 
governor  of  his  State.  I  accompany  him  from  Major  Anderson.  We 
start  on  the  two  o'clock  train  this  afternoon. 

l!^OEMA]S:  J.  HALL. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  14,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  IS.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  facilities  for  mail 
communication  between  this  fort  and  the  city  of  Charleston  have  been 
restored  by  order  of  Governor  Pickens.  The  arrangement  is  for  one  of 
my  boats  to  receive  the  mail  at  Fort  Johnson,  whither  it  is  to  be  brought 
every  day  at  12  o'clock,  and  to  deliver  the  mail  from  the  fort  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  taken  to  the  office  in  the  city.  The  reason  assigned  for  this 
particidar  arrangement  is,  that  it  will  avoid  all  chances  for  rencounters 
and  bloodshed  between  our  boats'  crews  and  riotous  persons  on  the 
wharves  in  the  city.  All  letters  from  the  Department  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  received. 

Since  the  hasty  letter  sent  by  Lieutenant  Hall,  nothing  of  marked 
importance  has  transpired.  The  Carolinians  are  hard  at  work  on  Fort 
Moultrie  raising  sand-bag  and  earth  merlons  between  all  the  guns  that 
look  m  this  direction,  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  merlons  that  I  con- 
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structed  on  the  front  facing  the  sand  hills.    The  force  on  the  island  is 
about  700  men,  as  I  saw  them  drilling  this  evening  in  about  that  number. 

I  think  that  they  have  transferred  several  of  the  guns  from  Fort 
Moultrie  and  Oastle  Pinckney  to  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  with  the 
object  of  strengthening  them,  since  they  have  found  by  the  firing  on  the 
Star  of  the  West  that  they  are  well  placed.  There  is  another  battery 
on  the  upper  end  of  Sullivan^s  Island,  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns,  to 
guard  the  Maffitt  Channel.  The  main  ship  channel  is  so  much  obstructed 
by  the  four  hulks  that  they  sunk  in  it  on  the  11th  that  vessels  find  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  getting  out  or  in,  even  with  the  harbor  pilots,  who 
know  their  position  exactly.  The  middle  channel  is  the  only  one  that 
can  be  used  with  safety  by  vessels  that  wish  to  run  the  gauntlet  with 
re-enforcements  for  us.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  it  good  policy  to 
send  re-enforcements  here  at  this  time.  We  can  hold  our  own  as  long 
as  it  is  necessary  to  do  so.  If  any  force  is  sent  here  it  must  have  the 
strength  and  facilities  for  landing  and  carrying  the  batteries  on  Morris 
or  Sullivan's  Island.  The  former  will  be  the  easier  operation.  But  if 
the  whole  South  is  to  secede  from  the  Union,  a  conflict  here  and  a  civil 
war  can  only  be  avoided  by  giving  up  this  fort  sooner  or  later.  We  are, 
however,  all  prepared  to  go  all  lengths  in  its  defense  if  the  Government 
requires  it.  We  have  now,  besides  the  twenty-nine  guns  mounted  in 
the  first  tier  (three  8-inch  howitzers,  five  42-pounders,  and  twenty-one 
32-pounders),  nineteen  guns  mounted  on  the  third  or  barBette  tier  (six 
8-inch  columbiads,  five  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  two  42-pounders,  and 
six  24-pounders).  These  are  all  well  placed  for  firing  on  Fort  Moultrie, 
Morris  Island,  and  Fort  Johnson.  As  fast  as  the  remaining  guns  are 
mounted  they  will  be  distributed  with  the  same  object.  Every  precau- 
tion has  been  taken  to  secure  the  shutters  for  the  embrasures  and  loop- 
holes and  the  main  gates.  The  latter  have  been  re-enforced  by  a  solid 
wall  three  feet  thick  by  five  feet  high,  with  a  narrow  doorway  of  20-inch 
width  to  serve  for  passage,  and  also  for  embrasure  of  an  8-inch  howitzer 
in  case  of  attack.  A  discharge  of  canister  from  this  gun  will  sweep  the 
wharf.  The  lanyard  of  this  gun  is.  carried  back  through  a  hole  in  the 
second  gate.  The  lanyards  of  the  two  guns  to  sweep  the  landing  to  the 
right  and  left  are  also  brought  inside,  to  insure  those  guns  being  fired, 
even  if  the  retiring  guard  forgets  to  do  it  while  upon  the  outside.  A 
large  number  of  shells  have  been  arranged  with  friction  tubes  to  be 
used  with  long  lanyards,  so  that  the  shell,  being  rolled  over  or  sufiered 
to  fall  from  the  edge  of  the  parapet,  will  explode  as  it  gets  to  the  end 
of  the  line.  The  room  over  the  gateway  has  also  been  supplied  with 
hand  grenades. 

The  weather  since  the  command  has  occupied  the  fort  has  been  very 
bad,  and  the  whole  force,  including  the  cami)  followers,  have  been  suf- 
fered to  quarter  in  the  officers'  quarters.  This,  together  with  the  firing 
of  the  guns  at  the  gateway  without  raising  tlie  windows,  by  which  most 
of  the  glass  on  the  gorge  and  many  of  the  sashes  were  broken,  has 
caused  considerable  damage  to  the  quarters.  I  regard  it,  however,  as  of 
small  moment  in  comparison  with  the  necessity  for  keeping  the  command 
well  housed  and  also  as  well  warmed  as  the  small  stock  of  fuel  will 
allow.  The  damage  to  the  windows  has  been  repaired  temporarily.  I 
have  regarded  any  expense  not  strictly  required  for  the  defense  as 
unnecessary  under  the  present  aspect  of  affairs. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  present  arrangements  for  the  mail  I  will 
keep  you  fully  informed  of  everything  that  transpires. 
Very  respectfullj^^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Capiainj  Engineers, 
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War  DkpArtment,  January  16, 1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson, 

First  Artillery^  Commanding  Fort  Sumter: 

Sir:  Your  dispatcli  No.  17,  covering  your  correspondence  with  the 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  has  been  received  from  the  hand  of  Lieu- 
tenant Talbot.  You  rightly  designate  the  firing  into  the  Star  of  the 
West  as  "an  act  of  war,"  and  one  which  was  .actually  committed  with- 
out the  slightest  provocation.  Had  their  act  been  perpetrated  by  a 
foreign  nation,  it  would  have  been  your  imperative  duty  to  have  resented 
it  with  the  whole  force  of  your  batteries.  As,  however,  it  was  the  work 
of  the  government  of  South  Carolina,  which  is  a  member  of  this  con- 
federacy, and  was  prompted  by  the  passions  of  a  highly -inflamed  popu- 
lation of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  your  forbearance  to  return  the 
fire  is  fully  approved  by  the  President.  Unfortunately,  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  been  able  to  make  known  to  you  that  the  Star  of  the 
West  had  sailed  from  ISTew  York  for  your  relief,  and  hence,  when  she 
made  her  appearance  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  you  did  not  feel  the 
force  of  the  obligation  to  protect  her  approach  as  you  would  naturally 
have  done  had  this  information  reached  you. 

Your  late  dispatches,  as  well  as  the  very  intelligent  statement  of 
Lieutenant  Talbot,  have  relieved  the  Government  of  the  apprehensions 
previously  entertained  for  your  safety.  In  consequence,  it  is  not  its 
purpose  at  present  to  re-enforce  you.  The  attempt  to  do  so  would,  no 
doubt,  be  attended  by  a  collision  of  arms  and  the  effusion  of  blood — a 
national  calamity  which  the  President  is  most  anxious,  if  possible,  to 
avoid.  You  will,  therefore,  report  frequently  your  condition,  and  the 
character  and  activity  of  the  preparations,  if  any,  which  may  be  being 
made  for  an  attack  upon  the  fort,  or  for  obstructing  the  Government  in 
any  endeavors  it  may  make  to  strengthen  your  command. 

Should  your  dispatches  be  of  a  nature  too  important  to  be  intrusted 
to  the  mails,  you  will  convey  them  by  special  messengers.  Whenever, 
in  your  judgment,  additional  supplies  or  re-enforcements  are  necessary 
for  your  safety,  or  for  a  successful  defense  of  the  tort,  you  will  at  once 
communicate  the  fact  to  this  Department,  and  a  prompt  and  vigorous 
effort  will  be  made  to  forward  them. 

Yery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 


Department  of  State,  January  16,  1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  : 

Dear  General  :  The  habitual  frankness  of  your  character,  the  deep 
interest  you  take  in  everything  that  concerns  the  public  defense,  your 
expressed  desire  that  I  should  hear  and  understand  your  views — these 
reasons,  together  with  an  earnest  wish  to  know  my  own  duty  and  to  do 
it,  induce  me  to  beg  you  for  a  little  light,  which  perhaps  you  alone  can 
shed,  upon  the  present  state  of  our  affairs. 

1.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  re-enforce  Major  Anderson? 

2.  If  yes,  how  soon  is  it  necessary  that  those  re-enforcements  should  be 
there  ? 

3.  What  obstacles  exist  to  prevent  the  sending  of  such  re-enforcements 
at  any  time  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  do  so  ? 

I  trust  you  will  not  regard  it  as  presumption  in  me  if  I  give  you  the 
crude  notions  which  I  myself  have  already  formed  out  of  very  imperfect 
materials. 
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A  statement  of  my  errors,  if  errors  tliey  be,  will  enable  you  to  correct 
them  the  more  easily. 

I.  It  seems  now  to  be  settled  that  Major  Anderson  and  his  command 
at  Fort  Sumter  are  not  to  be  withdrawn.  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment is  not  to  surrender  its  last  hold,  upon  its  own  property  in  South 
Carolina.  Major  Anderson  has  a  position  so  nearly  impregnable  that  an 
attack  upon  him  at  present  is  wholl}^  improbable,  and  he  is  supplied  with 
provisions  which  will  last  him  very  well  for  two  months.  In  the  mean 
time  Fort  Sumter  is  invested  on  every  side  by  the  avowedly  hostile 
forces  of  South  Carolina.  It  is  in  a  state  of  siege.  They  have  already  pre- 
vented communication  between  its  commander  and  his  own  Government, 
both  by  sea  and  land.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  intend  to  continue 
this  state  of  things,  as  far  as  it  is  in  their  power  to  do  so.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks  from  this  time  it  will  become  very  difficult  for  him  to 
hold  out.  The  constant  labor  and  anxiety  of  his  men  will  exhaust  their 
physical  i^ower,  and  this  exliaustion,  of  course,  will  proceed  very  much 
more  rapidly  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  get  short  of  provision. 

If  the  troops  remain  in  Fort  Sumter  without  any  change  in  their  con- 
dition, and  the  hostile  attitude  of  South^  Carolina  remains  as  it  is  now, 
the  question  of  Major  Anderson's  surrender  is  one  of  time  only.  If  he 
is  not  to  be  relieved,  is  it  not  entirely  clear  that  he  should  be  ordered  to 
surrender  at  oncef  It  having  been  determined  that  the  latter  order 
shall  not  be  given,  it  follows  that  relief  must  be  sent  him  at  some  time 
before  it  is  too  late  to  save  him. 

II.  This  brings  me  to  the  second  question :  When  should  the  re-enforce- 
ments and  provisions  be  sent?  Can  we  justify  ourselves  in  delaying 
the  performance  of  that  dut^^? 

The  authorities  of  South  Carolina  are  improving  every  moment,  and 
increasing  their  ability  to  i)revent  re- enforcement  every  hour,  while  every 
day  that  rises  sees  us  with  a  i)ower  diminished  to  send  in  the  requisite 
relief.  I  think  it  certain  that  Major  Anderson  could  be  put  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  defensive  powers  he  needs  with  very  little  risk  to  this 
Government,  if  the  efforts  were  made  immediately ;  i3ut  it  is  impossible 
to  predict  how  much  blood  or  money  it  may  cost  if  it  be  postponed  for 
two  or  three  months. 

The  fact  that  other  persons  are  to  have  charge  of  the  Government 
before  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst  has  no  influence  upon  my  mind,  and 
I  take  it  for  granted  will  not  be  regarded  as  a  just  element  in  making  up 
your  opinion. 

The  anxiety  which  an  American  citizen  must  feel  about  any  future 
event  which  may  affect  the  existence  of  the  country  is  not  less  if  he 
expects  it  to  occur  on  the  5th  of  March  than  it  would  be  if  he  knew  it 
was  going  to  happen  on  the  3d. 

III.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  difficulty  of  relieving  Major  Anderson 
has  been  very  much  magnified  to  the  minds  of  some  persons.  From  you 
I  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  I  am  mistaken  or  they.  I  am  thor- 
oughly satisfied  that  the  battery  on  Morris  Island  can  give  no  serious 
trouble.  A  vessel  going  in  where  the  Star  of  the  West  went  will  not 
be  within  the  reach  of  the  battery's  guns  longer  than  from  six  to  ten 
minutes.  The  number  of  shots  that  could  be  fired  upon  her  in  that 
time  ma>  be  easily  calculated,  and  I  think  the  chances  of  her  being  seri- 
ously injured  can  be  demonstrated  by  simple  arithmetic  to  be  very 
small.  A  very  unlucky  shot  might  cripple  her,  to  be  sure,  and  there- 
fore the  risk  is  something.  But  then  it  is  a  maxim,  not  less  in  war  than 
in  peace,  that  where  nothing  is  ventured  nothing  can  be  gained.  The 
removal  of  the  buoys  has  undoubtedly  made  the  navigation  of  the 
channel  more  difficult.    But  there  are  pilots  outside  of  Oharleston,  and 
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many  of  the  officers  of  the  i^avy,  who  could  steer  a  ship  into  the  harbor 
by  the  natural  land  marks  with  perfect  safety.  This,  be  it  remembered, 
is  not  now  a  subject  of  speculation ;  the  actual  experiment  has  been 
tried.  The  Star  of  the  West  did  pass  the  battery,  and  did  overcome  the 
difficulties  of  the  navigation,  meeting  with  no  serious  trouble  from  either 
cause.  They  have  tried  it ;  we  can  say  probatit7n  est;  and  there  is  an 
end  to  the  controversy. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  pirate,  or  a  slaver,  or  a  smuggler,  who  could 
be  assured  of  making  five  hundred  dollars  by  going  into  the  harbor  in 
the  face  of  all  the  dangers  which  now  threaten  a  vessel  bearing  the 
American  flag,  would  laugh  them  to  scorn,  and  to  one  of  our  naval 
officers  who  has  the  average  of  daring,  "the  danger's  self  were  lure 
alone." 

There  really  seems  to  me  nothing  in  the  way  that  ought  to  stop  us 
except  the  guns  of  Fort  Moultrie.  If  they  are  suffered  to  open  a  fire 
upon  a  vessel  bearing  re-enforcements  to  Fort  Sumter,  they  might  stop 
any  other  vessel  as  they  stopped  the  Star  of  the  West.  But  is  it  neces- 
sary that  this  intolerable  outrage  should  be  submitted  to  ?  Would  it 
not  be  an  act  of  x^ure  self-defense  on  the  part  of  Major  Anderson  to 
silence  Fort  Moultrie,  if  it  be  necessary  to  do  so,  for  the  purpose  of 
insuring  the  safety  of  a  vessel  whose  arrival  at  Fort  Sumter  is  neces- 
sary for  his  protection,  and  could  he  not  do  it  effectually  1  Would  the 
South  Carolinians  dare  to  fire  upon  any  vessel  which  Major  Anderson 
would  tell  them  beforehand  must  be  permitted  to  pass,  on  pain  of  his 
guns  being  opened  upon  her  assailants  ?  But  suppose  it  impossible  for 
an  unarmed  vessel  to  pass  the  battery,  what  is  the  difficulty  of  sending 
the  Brooklyn  or  the  Macedonian  in*?  I  have  never  heard  it  alleged  that 
the  latter  could  not  cross  the  bar,  and  I  think  if  the  fact  had  been  so 
it  would  have  been  mentioned  in  my  hearing  belore  this  time.  It  will 
turn  out  upon  investigation,  after  all  that  has  been  said  and  sung  about 
the  Brooklyn,  that  there  is  water  enough  there  for  her.  She  draws 
ordinarily  only  sixteen  and  one-half  feet,  and  her  draught  can  be  reduced 
eighteen  inches  by  putting  her  upon  an  even  keel.  The  shallowest 
place  will  give  her  eighteen  feet  of  water  at  high  tide.  In  point  of  fact, 
she  has  crossed  that  bar  more  than  once.  But  apart  even  from  these 
resources,  the  Government  has '  at  its  command  three  or  four  smaller 
steamers  of  light  draught  and  great  speed,  which  could  be  armed  and 
at  sea  in  a  few  days,  and  would  not  be  in  the  least  troubled  by  any 
opposition  that  could -be  made  to  their  entrance. 

It  is  not,  however,  necessary  to  go  into  these  details,  with  which,  I 
presume,  you  are  fully  acquainted.  I  admit  that  the  state  of  things 
may  be  somewhat  worse  now  than  they  were  a  week  ago,  and  are  prob- 
ably getting  worse  every  day ;  but  is  not  that  the  strongest  reason  that 
can  be  given  for  taking  time  by  the  forelock  ? 

I  feel  confident  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  making  this  communica- 
tion. I  have  some  responsibilities  of  my  own  to  meet,  and  I  can  discharge 
them  only  when  I  understand  the  subject  to  which  they  relate.  Your 
opinion,  of  course,  will  be  conclusive  upon  me,  for  on  such  a  matter  I 
cannot  do  otherwise  than  defer  to  your  better  judgment.  If  you  think 
it  most  consistent  with  your  duty  to  be  silent,  I  shall  have  no  right  to 
comxjlain. 

If  you  would  rather  answer  oraUy  than  make  a  written  reply,  I  will 
meet  you  either  at  your  own  quarters  or  here  in  the  State  Department, 
as  may  best  suit  your  convenience. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  S.  BLACK. 
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No.  19.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  21,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  January  24.) 
lloii.  J.  Holt,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters,  dated 
the  10th  and  19th  [16th]  instants,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  highly 
gratified  at  the  unqualified  approbation  they  contain  of  the  course  I  felt 
it  my  duty  (under  Divine  guidance,  I  trust)  to  pursue  in  the  unexpect- 
edly perplexing  circumstances  by  which  we  were  surrounded.  I  shall 
inclose  herewith  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  the  officials  of  this 
State,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  Mercury,  which  contains  an  article  in  refer- 
ence to  supplies  for  my  command.*  You  will  understand  at  once  the 
reasons  for  my  course,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  approval.  So  many 
acts  of  harshness  and  of  incivility  have  occurred  since  my  removal  from 
Fort  Moultrie,  which  I  have  not  deemed  proper  to  notice  or  report,  that 
I  cannot  accept  of  any  civility  which  may  be  considered  as  a  favor  or  an 
act  of  charity.  I  hope  that  the  Department  wiU  approve  of  my  sending 
(if  the  governor  will  permit  it)  our  women  and  children  to  l^ew  York. 
They  will  be  in  the  way  here  if  we  should,  unfortunately,  be  engaged  in 
hostilities,  and  they  would  embarrass  me  should  I  deem  it  proper  to 
make  any  sudden  move.  We  are  trying  daily  to  strengthen  our  posi- 
tion. We  have  now  fifty-one  guns  in  position,  viz:  In  barbette,  four  42- 
pounders,  three  32-pounders,  six  24's,  six  8-inch  columbiads,  and  five  8- 
inch  sea-coast  howitzers  (24) ;  in  casemate,  twenty-two  32-pounders  and 
two  42-pounders,  (24) ;  and  to  guard  the  gateway,  which  has  been  nearly 
closed  by  a  heavy  stone  wall,  three  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers ;  and  we 
are  now  preparing  platforms  in  the  parade  for  the  three  10-inch  colum- 
biads, which  we  are  unable  to  raise  to  their  proper  positions.  I  shall 
have  some  of  the  lower  embrasures,  in  which  guns  are  mounted,  closed. 
This  will  make  our  little  command  more  secure.  From  the  perfect  iso- 
lation of  our  position  here  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  ascertain,  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  the  character  or  extent  of  the  preparations  which 
are  being  made  around  us.  Everything,  however,  shows  that  they  are 
exerting  all  their  energies  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  re-enforcements^ 
and  to  prepare  for  attacking  this  work.  Saturday  night  and  yesterday 
(Sunday)  they  were  very  actively  engaged  at  work  on  a  battery  (com- 
menced Saturday  morning)  a  few  hundred  yards  south  of  a  battery  of 
three  guns  constructed  within  the  last  three  weeks  in  front  of  Fort 
Johnson  barracks.  On  Cummings  Point,  Morris  Island,  quite  an  ex- 
tensive battery  or  batteries  have  been  constructed*  within  the  last  week. 
We  think  that  there  may  be  both  mortars  and  heavy  guns  at  this  point. 
We  see  them  moving  heavy  timbers,  which  may  be  intended  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  bomb-proof.  Judging  from  the  great  quantity  of  material 
which  has  been  landed  in  that  neighborhood,  I  think  it  probable  that 
they  may  have  strengthened  the  battery  which  fifed  on  the  Star  of  the 
West.  The  channel  she  came  in  has  been  closed,  pretty  effectually  I  im- 
agine, by  four  sunken  vessels.  Sand  hills  on  Morris  Island  afford  such 
safe  positions  for  batteries  that  I  fear  we  shaU  have  to  waste  a  great 
deal  of  ammunition  before  we  can  succeed  in  dislodging  them  from  its 
batteries.  Several  distant  shots  have  been  heard  from  the  direction 
the  mouth  of  Stono  Creek.  I  presume  they  have  closed  that  by  a 
heavy  battery.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  battery  guarding  the  en- 
trance of  the  Maffitt  Channel,  and  also  that  there  is  a  battery  of  heavy 
guns  on  SuUivan^s  Island  (masked  from  our  view  by  the  houses)  about 
three  hundred  yards  to  the  west  of  the  fort.    Fort  Moultrie  has  been 

*  Article  from  Mercury  not  found. 


144  OPERATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    C.  [Chap.  I. 

greatly  strengthened  during  the  last  two  weeks.  Traverses  have  been 
erected  along  the  the  sea  front,  and  merlons,  formed  of  sand  bags  and 
earth,  constructed  between  the  guns.  These  merlons,  apparently  well 
built,  will  afford  very  good  protection  for  the  carriages  and  men,  and 
deiilade  the  parade  and  greater  portion  of  the  quarters  from  our  direct 
fire.  It  seems  that  they  have  repaired  these  carriages,  and  that  all  the 
guns  are  now  in  position  on  the  sea  front.  I  am,  of  course,  unable  to 
state  with  any  accuracy  the  character  of  the  armament  of  their  batteries 
or  the  number  of  men  they  have  under  arms  *,  we  hear  that  the  garrison 
on  Sullivau's  Island,  at  Fort  Johnson,  Castle  Pinckney  (the  parapet  of 
which  is  strengthened  by  sand  bags),  and  on  Morris  Island  amount  to 
about  two  thousand  men.  In  reference  to  my  communications  with  the 
Department,  you  must  bear  it  in  mind  that  that  matter  is  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  governor  of  this  State,  who  may,  whenever  he  deems 
fit,  entirely  prohibit  my  forwarding  any  letters,  or  prevent  my  sending 
any  messenger,  to  my  Government.  I  shall,  however,  as  long  as  I  can 
do  so,  send  daily  a  brief  note  to  the  Department,  the  reception  of  which 
will  show  that  the  channel  is  still  open,  and  the  failure  will  indicate  that 
our  communication  has  been  cut  off. 

Trusting  in  God  that  He  will  be  pleased  to  save  us  from  the  horrors 
of  a  civil  war, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEET  ANDEESOI^r, 
Major  J  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 

flnclosure  !N"o.  l.J 

Executive  Office,  Department  of  War, 

Charleston  J  January  19,  1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson: 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  inform  you 
that  he  has  directed  an  officer  of  the  State  to  procure  and  carry  over 
with  your  mails  each  day  to  Fort  Sumter  such  sui^plies  of  fresh  meat 
and  vegetables  as  you  may  indicate. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

D.  F.  JAMISON. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.  J 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  19,  1801. 
Hon,  D.  F.  Jamison, 

Executive  Office^  Department  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date,  stating  that  you  are  authorized  by  his  excellency 
the  governor  to  inform  me  that  he  has  directed  an  officer  of  the  State 
to  procure  and  carry  over  with  my  mails  each  day  to  Fort  Sumter  such 
supplies  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables  as  I  may  indicate.  I  confess 
that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  latter  part  of  this  message,  as  I 
have  not  represented  in  any  quarter  that  we  were  in  need  of  such  sup- 
plies. As  commandant  of  a  military  post,  I  can  only  have  my  troops 
furnished  with  fesh  beef  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  and  I  am 
compelled,  therefore,  with  due  thanks  to  his  excellency,  respectfully  to 
decline  his  offer.  If  his  suggestion  is  based  upon  a  right,  then  I  must 
procure  the  meat  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  for  years,  under 
an  unexpired  contract  with  Mr.  McSweeney,  a  Charleston  butcher,  who 
would,  I  presume,  if  permitted,  deliver  the  meat,  &c.,  at  this  fort  or  at 
Fort  Johnson,  at  the  usual  periods  for  such  delivery,  four  times  in  ten 
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days.  If  the  permission  is  founded  on  courtesy  and  civility,  I  am  com- 
pelled respectfully  to  decline  accepting  it^  with  a  reiteration  of  my 
thanks  for  having  made  it.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  deem  it 
not  improper  respectfully  to  suggest  that  his  excellency  may  do  an  act 
of  humanity  and  great  kindness  if  he  will  permit  one  of  the  ISTew  York 
steamers  to  stop  with  a  lighter  and  take  the  women  and  children  of  this 
garrison  to  that  city.  The  confinement  within  the  walls  of  this  work, 
and  the  impossibility  of  my  having  it  in  my  power  to  have  them  fur- 
nished with  the  proper  and  usual  articles  of  food,  will,  I  fear,  soon  pro- 
duce sickness  among  them.  The  compliance  with  this  request  will  con- 
fer a  favor  upon  a  class  of  persons  to  whom  similar  indulgences  are 
always  granted,  even  during  a  siege  in  time  of  actual  war,  and  will  be 
duly  appreciated  by  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  A]^DEESO]sr, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding  Fort  Sumter. 

P.  S. — I  hope  that  the  course  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  in 
reference  to  the  supplies  will  have  a  tendency  to  allay  an  excitement 
which,  judging  from  the  tenor  of  the  paragraphs  in  to-day's  paper,  I 
fear  they  are  trying  to  get  up  in  the  city. 

finclosure  'Eo.  3.] 

Headquarters  Quartermaster's  Department, 

Charleston^  January  19,  1861. 
Major  Anderson  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  copy  of  letter  from  Secretary  of  War. 
Not  waiting  your  request,  I  shall  send  by  the  mail-boat  in  the  morning 
two  hundred  pounds  of  beef  and  a  lot  of  vegetables.  I  requested 
Lieutenant  Talbot  to  ask  you  to  let  me  know  this  evening  what  supplies 
you  would  wish  sent  daily. 
Yery  respectfully, 

L.  M.  HATCH, 
Quartermaster -General  J  South  Carolina  Militia. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Headquarters  Quartermaster's  Department, 

Charleston,  January  19,  1861. 
Colonel  Hatch, 

Quartermaster- General: 

You  are  ordered  to  procure  and  send  down  with  the  mails  for  Fort 
Sumter  to-morrow  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables  to 
last  the  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  inform  Major 
Anderson  that  you  wiU  purchase  and  take  down  every  day  such  pro- 
visions from  the  city  market  as  he  may  indicate. 

D.  F.  JAMISON. 

[laclosure  No.  5.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  20, 1861. 
Col.  L.  M.  Hatch, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  19th  instant,  and  also  to  state  that  as  no  arrangements  have  been 
made  by  me  with  your  government  in  reference  to  supj)lies  for  this  post, 
10  R  R 
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I  feel  couipelled  to  decline  the  reception  of  those  supplies.     I  wrote  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  yesterday  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       '  E.  ANDEESON, 

Major,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  21,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  IS.  A.,  Washington,  B.  C: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  batteries  around  us  occupied  or  being  erected 
by  the  troops  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina : 

Fort  Moultrie.— Vni\\  within  eight  days  the  work  upon  this  fort, 
which  was  executed  by  several  hundred  negroes,  was  confined  to  the 
erection  of  three  large  traverses  on  the  east  half  of  the  sea  front,  and 
the  enlargement  of  another  that  I  built  upon  the  same  face  near  the 
south  angle.  Tliese  traverses  were  of  a  size  sufficient  to  contain  a  tem- 
porary bomb-proof  shelter,  and  really  served  only  to  screen  from  our 
enfilading  fire  only  three  guns  on  the  face,  and  also  to  cover  the  south 
half  of  the  officers'  quarters.  The  three  columbiads  at  the  south  angle 
were  not  covered.  But  recently  the  work  of  preparation  to  screen 
themselves  from  the  fire  of  Fort  Sumter  has  taken  a  better  turn,  and 
the  work  done  is  really  important.  It  consists  of  high  and  solid  merlons, 
formed  of  timber,  sand  bags,  and  earth,  raised  between  all  the  guns 
that  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  this  fort,  from  the  west  side  of  their  fort, 
and  in  placing  traverses  or  merlons  so  as  to  screen  from  enfilading  fire 
all  the  guns  upon  the  sea  front  which  are  arranged  to  fire  upon  the 
channel.  The  cheeks  of  the  embrasures  are  of  timber,  apparently  set 
on  end,  like  palisades,  which  I  think  is  objectionable ;  and  I  also  notice 
that  the  exterior  slope  of  the  merlons  is  too  great  to  resist  the  pressure 
of  the  earth,  and  that  the  sand  bags  are  pressed  out  in  one  or  two  places. 
These  errors  are  small,  however,  compared  with  the  great  advantage  of 
these  merlons,  which  from  their  height  (about  five  feet)  completely 
cover  the  quarters  and  barracks  as  high  up  as  the  eaves.  The  following 
sketch  shows  pretty  nearly  the  present  arrangement  of  the  fronts  that 
I  can  see : 


GUNS   IN   BARBETTE 
ON  THIS  FRONTT.  NO, 
MERLONS. 


ALL  THE    GUNS 
ON  THI^  I^RONLT 
WERE  PLACED 
IN    EMB. BEFORE 
WE  LEFT  THE  FORT. 
HIGH   SAND  HILLS 
ARE  WITHIN  lOOYOS. 
OF  THIS   FRONT. 


GUNS  DIRECTED  ON  THE^ 

CHANNEL -ALL  IN   EMS. 

OR  PROTECTED  BY  TRAVERSES. 


From  Fort  Sumter  seventeen  guns  in  barbette  and  eight  guns  in  case- 
mate are  now  ready  to  fire  on  Fort  Moultrie— twenty- five  guns  in  all. 
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Of  these,  four  are  8-mcli  columbiads,  five  are  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers, 
^ight  are  42-pounders,  aud  eight  are  32-pounders.  I  have  overhauled 
and  fixed  each  carriage  so  that  it  works  easily,  and  made  maneuveriug 
implements,  of  which  there  were  none  here  at  first.  Besides  the  above, 
a  10-inch  columbiad  is  now  being  bedded  by  Lieutenant  Snyder  as  a 
mortar,  to  throw  shells  into  Fort  Monltrie  and  upon  Sullivan^s  Island. 

Battery  on  the  upper  or  east  end  of  the  island, — Of  this  nothing  definite 
is  known,  as  it  is  ont  of  sight,  and  also,  I  fear,  shielded  from  our  fire 
by  intervening  sand  hills.  Its  object  is  to  secure  the  east  point  of  the 
island,  and  also  have  a  fire  upon  the  Maffitt  Channel. 

Battery  on  Sullivan^ s  Island  icest  of  Fort  Moultrie, — This  is  situated 
about  300  yards  to  the  west  of  the  fort,  and  is  built  across  a  cross-street 
at  a.  (See  sketch.)  It  is  said  to  contain  five  guns,  but  being  masked 
by  old  buildings  and  fences  in  front  of  it,  I  cannot  tell  whether  or  not 
it  is  so.     It  is  intended  to  fire  on  Fort  Sumter. 

Castle  Pinclcney  remains  ai^parently  as  it  was  when  taken,  with  the 
exception  of  sand  bags,  which  are  placed  around  the  parapet  apparently 
for  the  purjjose  of  protecting  the  heads  of  their  sharpshooters.  It  is 
reported  that  some  of  the  gnns  have  been  taken  from  the  Castle  to  arm 
the  new  earth  batteries  on  Morris  Island  and  other  places. 

Battery  at  Fort  Johnso7i.— This  is  a  small  earthen  battery  for  three 
guns  in  embrasure,  intended  to  fire  on  the  channel.  It  is  situated  next 
to  the  old  barracks,  as  shown  in  rough  sketch  in  the  margin.  I  judge 
of  the  calibers  of  the  guns  by  their  reports  in  firing  for  practice. 

Second  battery  near  Fort  Johnson. — This  is  now 
in  the  process  of  construction.  It  appears  to  be 
for  mortars,  as  no  embrasures  are  made.  It  is 
of  sufficient  size  for  three  guns  or  mortars. 

Morris  Island  Battery. — This  is  the  one  that 
fired  on  the  Star  of  the  West.  It  is  about  2,400 
or  2,500  yards  from  us,  and  concealed  from  view 
by  intervening  sand  hills.  It  is  a  gun  battery, 
and  did  contain  two  guns  at  first.  ]^ow  I  am 
confident  that  it  contains  at  least  four  guns. 
The  troops  for  the  service  of  the  batteries  are 
quartered  in  the  buildings  constituting  the 
small-pox  hospital,  OA^er  one  of  which  their  flag  is  flying,  a  red  field  with 
white  palmetto  tree  upon  it.  The  flag  on  Fort  Johnson  is  similar,  as  is 
also  the  one  on  Castle  Pinckney.  That  on  Fort  Moultrie  is  a  white  field 
with  a  green  palmetto  tree,  and  a  red  star  in  the  corner. 

Battery  on  Cummings  Point. — This  is  apparently  for  mortars,  and  is  of 
sufficient  extent  to  contain  six  or  eight.  A  large  force  of  negroes  has 
been  at  work  upon  it  during  the  last  week.  A  large  quantity  of  timber 
has  been  hauled  into  it,  apparently  for  sheU-proof  shelters  as  well  as 
platforms  j  most  of  the  timber  was  too  large  for  i)latforms.  This  battery 
seems  to  be  for  mortars,  as  no  embrasures  are  yet  made.  It  is  within 
good  range  of  our  heavy  guns,  of  which  four  8-inch  columbiads,  three 
42-pounders,  one  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer,  and  six  24-pounders  on  the 
barbette  tier  bear  upon  it ;  besides,  two  32-pounders  in  the  lower  tier 
can  fire  upon  it.  This  will  give  a  powerful  fire.  Still,  they  are  appar- 
ently providing  for  it.  I  have  no  positive  knowledge  of  the  proposed 
armament  of  this  battery,  but  I  have  heard  twice  from  persons  who 
would  be  apt  to  know  that  three  mortars  are  already  in  it.  These  are 
juobably  the  two  trophy  mortars  from  the  arsenal  and  the  10 -inch  mortar 
from  Fort  Moultrie. 

I  have  heard  heavy  firing  several  times,  as  though  for  practice,  in  the 
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direction  of  the  Stooo  Elver,  and  I  presume  a  small  battery  has  been 
erected  there  to  guard  that  approach  to  the  city. 

Of  the  garrison  of  Castle  PincJcney  I  cannot  judge  very  well.  Of  that 
for  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  other  batteries  on  Sullivan's  Island  I  should 
Judge  the  number  to  be  about  800.  On  Morris  Island  about  500.  At 
Fort  Johnson  about  100,  which  will  probably  be  increased  with  the  com- 
pletion of  the  second  battery  to  200. 

The  temper  of  the  authorities  seems  to  have  changed  for  the  better 
since  Mr.  Hayne  and  Mr.  Gourdin  have  been  in  Washington.  The  propo- 
sition to  supply  fresh  meat  and  vegetables  was  made  by  Governor  Pick- 
ens on  the  19th,  but  declined  by  Major  Anderson  on  the  following  day.  A 
supply  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables  that  had  been  sent  down  yesterday 
by  the  South  Carolina  quartermaster-general  was  returned.  In  the  let- 
ter declining  the  proffered  supply  Major  Anderson  requested  Governor 
Pickens  to  allow  the  camp  women  and  children  to  go  to  E'ew  York  in  the 
next  steamer,  and  to  allow  a  lighter  to  come  down  to  take  them  and  their 
effects  to  the  steamer  as  she  passes,  l^o  answer  has  yet  been  received 
to  this  request.  The  temper  of  the  common  people  is  not,  however,  so 
easily  changed  from  the  high  pitch  of  excitement  to  which  it  has  been 
wrought  to  a  suddenly  conciliatory  course,  the  reasons  for  which  they 
do  not  perceive. 

Our  hopes  for  a  pacific  solution  of  the  present  difficulties  are  very 
much  increased  since  Lieutenant  Talbot/s  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain^  Engineers, 
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War  Department, 

Washington^  January  22,  1861. 
Hon.  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick, 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory,  Hon.  John  Slidell  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  President  has  received  your  communication  of  the 
19th  instant,  *  with  the  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  yourselves 
and  others,  "representing  States  which  have  already  sececjed  from  the 
United  States,  or  will  have  done  so  before  1st  of  February  next,"  and 
Col.  Isaac  W.  Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  in  behalf  of  the  government  of 
that  State,  in  relation  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  you  ask  the  President* "  to 
take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  the  correspondence."  With  this 
request  he  has  complied,  and  has  directed  me  to  communicate  his  an- 
swer. 

In  your  letter  to  Colonel  Hayne  of  the  15th  instant,  *  you  propose  to 
him  to  defer  the  delivery  of  a  message  from  the  governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina to  the  President,  with  which  he  has  been  intrusted,  for  a  few  days, 
until  the  President  and  Colonel  Hayne  shall  have  considered  the  sug- 
gestions which  you  submit.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  specially  to  these 
suggestions,  because  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Colonel  Hayne,  of 
the  17th  instant,  presents  a  clear  and  specific  answer  to  them.  In  this 
he  says :  "I  am  not  clothed  with  power  to  make  the  arrangement  you 
suggest,  but  provided  you  can  get  assurances  with  which  you  are  en- 
tirely satisfied  that  no  re-enforcements  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  in 
the  interval,  and  that  the  public  peace  will  not  be  disturbed  by  any  act 
of  hostihty  toward  South  Carolina,  I  will  refer  your  communication  to 
the  authorities  of  South  Carolina,  and  withholding  the  communication 
with  which  I  am  at  present  charged,  will  await  further  instructions." 

From  the  beginning  of  the  present  unhappy  troubles,  the  President 
has  endeavored  to  perform  his  executive  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  country  and  prevent  bloodshed.  This  is  still 
his  fiixed  purpose.  You,  therefore,  do  him  no  more  than  justice  in  stat- 
ing that  you  have  assurances  (from  his  public  messages,  I  presume) 
that,  "  notwithstanding  the  circumstances  under  which  Major  Ander- 
son left  Fort  Moultrie  and  entered  Fort  Sumter  with  the  forces  under 
his  command,  it  was  not  taken,  and  is  not  held,  with  any  hostile  or 
unfriendly  purpose  towards  your  State,  but  merely  as  property  of  the 
United  States,  which  the  President  deems  it  his  duty  to  protect  and  pre- 
serve." You  have  correctly  stated  what  the  President  deems  to  be  his 
duty.  His  sole  object  now  is,  and  has  been,  to  act  strictly  on  the  de- 
fensive, and  to  authorize  no  movement  against  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina unless  clearly  justified  by  a  hostile  movement  on  their  part.  He 
could  not  have  given  a  better  proof  of  his  desire  to  prevent  the  effusion 
of  blood  than  by  forbearing  to  resort  to  the  use  of  force  under  the  strong 
provocation  of  an  attack  (happily  without  a  fatal  result)  on  an  unarmed 
vessel  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  happy  to  observe  that  in  your  letter  to  Colonel  Hayne  you  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  it  is  '^  especially  due  from  South  Carolina  to  our 
States,  to  say  nothing  of  other  slaveholding  States,  that  she  should, 
as  far  as  she  can  consistently  with  her  honor,  avoid  initiating  hostilities 
between  her  and  the  United  States,  or  any  other  power."  To  initiate 
such  hostilities  against  Fort  Sumter  would,  beyond  question,  be  an  act 
of  war  against  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  proposition  of  Colonel  Hayne,  "  that  no  re-enforce- 
ments will  be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  in  the  interval,  and  that  the  publio 

*  Not  of  record  in  War  Department. 
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peace  will  not  be  disturbed  by  any  act  of  hostility  towards  South  Caro- 
lina," it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  any  such  assurances.  The 
President  has  no  authority  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement  or  understand- 
ing. As  an  executive  officer  he  is  simply  bound  to  protect  the  public 
property  so  far  as  this  may  be  practicable,  and  it  would  be  a  manifest 
violation  of  his  duty  to  place  himself  under  engagements  that  he  would 
not  perform  this  duty  either  for  an  indefinite  or  a  limited  period.  At 
the  present -moment  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  re-enforce  Major  An- 
derson, because  he  makes  no  such  request,  and  feels  quite  secure  in  his 
position.  Should  his  safety,  however,  require  re- enforcements,  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  supply  them. 

In  regard  to  an  assurance  from  the  President  "that the  public  peace 
will  not  be  disturbed  by  any  act  of  hostility  toward  South  Carolina," 
the  answer  will  readily  occur  to  yourselves.  To  Congress,  and  to  Con- 
gress alone,  belongs  the  power  to  make  war,  and  it  would  be  an  act  of 
usurpation  for  the  Executive  to  give  any  assurance  that  Congress  would 
not  exercise  this  power,  however  strongly  he  may  be  convinced  that  no 
such  intention  exists. 

I  am  glad  to  be  assured  from  the  letter  of  Colonel  Hayne  that  "  Major 
Anderson  and  bis  command  do  now  obtain  all  necessary  supplies,  in- 
cluding fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  and,  I  believe,  fuel  and  water,  from 
the  city  of  Charleston,  and  do  now  enjoy  communication  by  post  and 
special  messenger  with  the  President,  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  cer- 
tainly until  the  door  to  negotiation  has  been  closed."  I  trust  that 
these  facilities  may  still  be  afforded  to  Major  Anderson.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  Major  Anderson  is  not  menacing  Charleston,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  happiest  result  which  can  be  attained  is  that  both  he 
and  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  shall  remain  on  their  present  ami- 
cable footing,  neither  party  being  bound  by  any  obligation  whatever, 
except  the  high  Christian  and  moral  duty  to  keep  the  peace,  and  to 
avoid  all  causes  of  mutual  irritation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War, 


No.  20.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  22,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  January  25.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  with  the  exception  of  con- 
tinued activity  shown  yesterday  in  extending  the  battery  at  Cummings 
Point  (Morris  Island),  everything  seemed  to  be  quiet  around  us.  Lieu- 
tenant Hall  may  bring  on  a  copy  of  the  private  Navy  Signal  Book  with 
the  signals,  and  also  the  designation  of  the  key  (or  number)  agreed 
upon  in  concert  with  the  Navy  Department.  This  may  be  of  service. 
Be  pleased  to  ask  Mr.  Hall  to  bring  me  a  supply  of  best  thin  ruled  note 
paper,  with  envelopes.  Being  cut  off  from  the  city  I  cannot  procure 
those  indispensable  articles. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

P.  S.— No  reply  as  yet  to  my  letter  to  the  Hon.  D.  F.  Jamison. 
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No.  21. J  ♦  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  January  23,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  C,  January  27.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  coi)y  of  the  reply  of 
the  Hon.  D.  F.  Jamison  to  my  letter  to  him  about  supplies  for  this  gar- 
rison and  the  removal  of  our  women  and  children,  and  also  a  copy  of  my 
acknowledgment  of  the  same.  I  am  highly  gratified  at  the  courtesy  and 
proper  tone  of  this  reply. 

The  storm  which  was  raging  yesterday  has  continued  with  unabated 
severity  up  to  the  present  moment,  and  has  put  a  stop  to  all  outdoor 
work,  both  with  the  South  Carolinians  and  ourselves.  It  is  now  raining 
and  blowing  so  heavily  and  the  bay  is  so  rough  that  I  shall  not  venture 
to  send  our  boat  to  Fort  Johnson  for  the  mail.  Should  the  storm  abate 
so  that  I  can  send  our  letters  off  in  time  for  the  evening  mail  I  shall 
send  them  over.  I  see  by  the  Coast  Survey  map  that  Maflitt/s  and  the 
Swash  Channel  are  not  the  same.  I  was  led  into  that  mistake  by  an 
old  pilot,  who  told  me  that  Maffitt-s  Channel  was  formerly  called  the 
Swash.  I  will  thank  you  to  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  erase  the  words 
"Swash  or'^  in  my  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  dated  the 
21st  instant,  and  also  to  change  the  word  "enfilade"  into  "defilade," 
where  in  the  same  letter  I  am  describing  the  work  which  has  been  re- 
cently executed  at  Fort  Moultrie.* 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

ROBERT  ANDERSOI:^, 
Major^  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.1 

Executive  Office,  Department  of  War, 

Charleston,  January  21,  1861. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson: 

Sir  .  In  offering  to  permit  you  to  purchase  in  this  city,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  an  officer  of  the  State,  such  fresh  supplies  of  provis- 
ions as  you  might  need,  his  excellency  the  governor  was  influenced  solely 
by  considerations  of  courtesy ;  and  if  he  had  no  other  motive  for  refus- 
ing to  any  of  your  garrison  free  access  to  the  city  to  procure  such  sup- 
plies, he  would  have  been  moved  by  prudential  reasons  for  the  safety  of 
your  people,  in  preventing  a  collision  between  them  and  our  own  citi- 
zens. As  to  the  manner  of  procuring  your  supplies,  his  excellency  is 
indifferent  whether  it  is  done  by  the  officer  referred  to,  or  whether  your 
market  supplies  are  delivered  to  you  at  Fort  Johnson  hy  the  butcher 
whom  you  say  you  have  before  employed.  It  is  only  insisted  on  that 
the  supplies,  if  sent,  shall  be  carried  over  in  a  boat  under  an  officer  of 
the  State  who  takes  to  Fort  Johnson  your  daily  mails.  His  excellency 
desires  'me  to  say  that  he  willingly  accedes  to  your  request  as  to  the 
women  and  children  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  that  he  will  afford  every 
facility  in  his  power  to  enable  you  to  remove  them  from  the  fort  at  any 
time  and  in  any  manner  that  will  be  most  agreeable  to  them. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  F.  JAMISOlvT. 

*  These  cotrections  made  in  the  text. 
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[iDclosure  No.  2.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  22, 1861. 
Hon.  D.  F.  Jamison, 

Executive  Office^  Department  of  War^  Charleston : 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
21st  instant,  and  to  express  my  gratification  at  its  tenor.  I  shall  direct 
my  staff  oiiicer  to  write  to  the  contractor  in  reference  to  his  supplying 
us  with  beef,  and  will  communicate  with  you  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
preliminaries  are  arranged,  in  order  that  you  may  then,  if  you  please, 
give  the  requisite  instructions  for  carrying  them  into  effect.  Be  pleased 
to  express  to  his  excellency  the  governor  my  thanks  for  the  kind  and 
prompt  manner  in  which  he  gave  his  consent  to  the  proposed  transfer 
of  the  women  and  children  of  this  garrison.  As  there  are  on  Sullivan's 
Island  the  families  of  two  of  our  non-commissioned  officers,  with  their 
furniture,  &c.,  and  also  a  quantity  of  private  property  (including  some 
musical  instruments — not  public  property)  belonging  to  this  command, 
which  the  first  commander  of  Fort  Moultrie,  Colonel  De  Saussure,  sent 
me  word  he  had  collected  and  placed  under  lock  and  key,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  permit  the  two  non-commissioned  officers  to  go  to  the  island 
to  assist  in  moving  their  famihes,  &c.  The  lighter,  it  occurs  to  me, 
which  will  be  needed  to  take  the  families  to  the  steamer,  had  better  go 
to  the  island  for  the  property  there  before  coming  for  the  women  and 
children  here.  As  we  are  all  very  desirous  of  guarding  against  causing 
any  unnecessary  excitement,  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  have 
everything  done  in  the  most  quiet  way  possible.  I  shall,  consequently, 
cheerfully  govern  myself,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  views  and  wishes  of 
his  excellency  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  you  what  they  are.  It  is  my  wish,  if  the  weather  prove  favorable, 
to  ship  the  families  in  the  Saturday  steamer,  or  the  first  one  after  that 
day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDERSON, 
Major ^  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Adjutant-Generajl's  Office, 

January  24,  1861. 
Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
Major  :  Your  letter  (No.  19)  of  the  21st  instant,  with  inclosures,  has 
been  received.  The  Secretary  will  reply  to  it  in  a  few  days.  Meantime 
the  Secretary  desires  you  to  inform  him  what  is  the  nature  of  the  postal 
arrangements  with  your  post,  and  whether  they  are  satisfactory  to  you. 
Can  you  send  messengers  to  Charleston  for  your  mails,  and  is  there 
danger  of  your  men  deserting  if  they  are  thus  employed  ? 

It  is  observed  that  you  seal  your  letters  with  wax— a  good  precaution, 
without  which  there  is  no  certainty  that  they  have  not  been  opened  by 
unauthorized  hands. 

Please  state  whether  the  men  sent  up  to  attend  a  murder  trial  in 
Charleston  made  an  attempt  to  desert,  as  reported  in  the  papers. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General, 
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1^0.  22.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  24,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  The  storm  continued  until  about  daylight  this  morning. 
It  is  still  cloudy,  but  the  wind  has  abated  sufficiently  to  enable  our  boat 
to  take  our  mail  over  to  Fort  Johnson.  I  have  written  to  our  beef  con- 
tractor in  reference  to  furnishing  us  with  beef,  and  also  such  vegetables 
as  the  doctor  may  deem  suitable.  The  purchase  of  the  latter  will,  I 
hope,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  allowed.  A  letter  has  also  been 
written  to  the  agent  of  the  New  York  line  of  steamboats  about  trans- 
porting our  women  and  children  to  Kew  York,  where,  I  hope,  the  quar- 
termaster will  see  that  they  are  made  comfortable.  They  will  probably 
leave  early  next  week. 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSOK, 
Major  J  First  Artillery  ^  Commanding. 


Ko.  23.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  25,  1861*. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-  General  : 

Colonel:  There  is  nothing  worthy  of  mention,  as  far  as  I  know,  this 
morning,  except  the  fact  of  the  IS^ew  York  steamer  Columbia  having 
grounded  in  attempting  to  go  out.  She  is  in  the  Maffitt's  Channel,  nearly 
in  front  of  the  Moultrie  House ;  and  as  she  went  on  when  the  tide  was 
well  up,  there  is  a  chance  of  her  remaining  where  she  is  for  some  time. 
If  the  authorities  here  are  in  earnest  about  being  willing  to  grant  me 
marketing  facilities,  it  seems  to  me  they  will  not  object  to  the  Govern- 
ment sending  us  provisions,  groceries,  and  coal  from  New  York.  We 
can  get  along  pretty  well  with  what  we  have,  but  some  additions  to  our 
supplies  would  add  greatly  to  our  comfort.  By  burning  the  old  build- 
ings, and,  if  very  hard  pushed,  the  spare  gun  carriages,  &c.,  we  can  keep 
up  our  necessary  fires  for  three  months. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSGN, 
Major^  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


No.  24.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  27,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  G.,  January  30.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
24th  instant,  that  our  letters,  &c.,  are  sent  by  boat,  daily,  at  12  m.,  to 
Fort  Johnson  in  a  sealed  package,  addressed  to  the  postmaster  in  Charles- 
ton, and  that  the  return  boat  brings  our  mail  in  a  package  bearing 
the  post-office  seal.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  existing  arrangement.  The 
governor  told  Lieutenant  Talbot,  when  he  saw  him  on  his  return  from 
Washington,  that  I  might,  if  I  chose,  send  up  to  the  city  for  my  mails, 
but  that  he  thought  it  would  not  be  judicious  for  me  to  do  so.  I  do  not 
apprehend  that  there  would  be  the  slightest  danger  of  any  of  my  men 
deserting  if  thus  employed,  but  think  they  might  be  insulted  or  mal- 
treated. The  report  to  which  you  refer,  about  the  attempt  of  the  men 
who  were  sent  to  the  city  to  attend  a  murder  trial  to  desert,  is  absolutelj^ 
and  entirely  false.  Lieutenant  Davis  (who  refused  to  take  them,  though 
ofi'ered  arms  by  several  persons  and  urged  to  accept  them)  says  that  the 
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men  conducted  themselves  with  the  greatest  propriety,  and  that,  although 
handsomely  entertained,  they  returned  perfectly  sober.  I  have  not 
deemed  it  advisable  to  notice  in  any  way  the  false  reports  which  have 
originated  in  Charleston  and  elsewhere  about  us.  I  send  herewith  a 
slip  containing  two  such  reports.  Lieutenant  Meade  states,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  with  entire  truthfulness,  that  he  made  no  statement  whilst  ab- 
sent to  any  person  about  my  preferences  or  my  opinions,  either  military 
or  political,  and  that  the  inferences  given  in  the  article  in  the  Peters- 
burg paper  Avere  not  deducible  from  any  facts  stated  by  him.  The  other 
article,  in  the  Baltimore  paper,  stating  that  a  boat  containing  three  of 
my  men  was  fired  into  from  Sullivan's  Island,  is  also  entirely  untrue. 
I  cannot  see  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the  circulation  of  such  un- 
truths. The  object  of  one,  which  has  been  repeated  more  than  once, 
that  we  are  getting  fresh  provisions  from  the  Charleston  market,  is  ap- 
parent enough,  viz,  to  show  they  are  treating  us  courteously.  But  even 
that  is  not  a  fact.  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  our 
former  beef  contractor  about  furnishing  us  with  meat,  &c.,  to  which  no 
reply  has  yet  been  received — why,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain ;  so  that,  up 
to^this  moment,  we  have  not  derived  the  least  advantage  from  the 
Ch*arleston  markets  5  and  I  can  confidently  say  that  none  of  my  com- 
mand desire  to  receive  anything  from  the  city  for  which  we  are  not  to 
pay.  Under  the  daily  expectation  of  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Hall,  I 
have  deferred  sending  in  a  memorandum  of  the  commissary  stores  on 
hand.  There  are  now  here  38  barrels  pork,  37  barrels  flour,  13  barrels 
hard  bread,  2  barrels  beans,  1  barrel  coffee,  J  barrel  sugar,  3  barrels 
vinegar,  10  pounds  candles,  40  pounds  soap,  and  f  barrel  salt.  You  will 
see  from  this  that  for  my  present  command  (especially  after  the  depart- 
ure of  our  women  and  children)  we  shall  have  an  ample  supply  of  pork 
and  bread.  It  is  a  pity  that  my  instructions  had  not  been  complied 
with,  which  would  have  giv^en  us  the  small  stores  which  are  now  defi- 
cient, and  which  we  shall  not  object  to  receiving  as  soon  as  the  safety 
of  our  country  will  admit  of  our  getting  them.  IS^o thing  of  importance 
to  report.  The  Columbia  is  still  aground  in  the  Mafifitt's  Channel. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSOI^r, 
Major  J  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 

[Tuclosnre  !N"o.  1.] 

Fort  Sumter,  January  24,  1861. 
Mr.  Daniel  Mc Sweeney  : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Major  Anderson,  commanding  this  post,  to 
ascertain  whether  you  will  furnish  such  fresh  beef  and  vegetables  as 
may  be  required  here  5  the  beef  upon  the  terms  of  the  contract  under 
which  you  supplied  Fort  Moultrie ;  the  vegetables  to  be  purchased  by 
you  for  us  at  fair  market  prices ;  the  whole  to  be  delivered  as  hitherto, 
four  times  in  ten  days,  at  some  wharf  in  Charleston,  for  transportation 
to  Fort  Johnson,  where  it  will  be  received  by  this  garrison.  This  ar- 
rangement, which  has  been  approved  by  the  governor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, it  is  desired  shall  go  into  effect  immediately,  and  if  you  consent  to 
it,  you  can  send  184  pounds  of  fresh  beef  at  a  time,  at  such  hour  and 
wherever  Quartermaster-General  Hatch  (120  Meeting  street)  may  advise 
you.  Of  the  vegetables  you  will  be  further  directed.  Please  acknowl 
edge  the  receipt  of  this  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order,  if  necessary,  that 
other  arrangements  may  be  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  SEYMOUR, 

Captain^  U.  S.  Army. 
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[In closure  No.  2.] 
Copy  of  extracts  from  Baltimore  Sun  and  Petersburg  Daily  Express. 

[By  telegi'aph  for  tlie  Baltimore  Sun.] 
THE  LATEST  FROM  THE  SOUTH. 

FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA — A  BOAT  FROM  FORT  SUMTER  FIRED  AT  BY  THE  SOUTH  CARO- 
LINIANS— HON.  JEFF.  DAVIS  SPOKEN  OF  FOR  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SOUTHERN  CONFED- 
ERACY. 

Charleston,  January  23. — The  battery  on  the  beach  at  Sullivan's  Island  fired  into 
a  boat  from  Fort  Sumter  on  Monday.  There  were  three  men  in  it,  who  approached  the 
beach  with  muffled  oars.  The  sentry  at  the  battery  hailed  them  and  warned  them  off. 
Failing  to  obey  the  summons,  the  sentry  fired  musketry  into  the  boat,  when  it  turned 
round  and  went  away.  Soon  after  those  at  the  battery  heard  a  noise  like  the  hauling 
up  of  a  boat  at  Fort  Sumter.  One  of  the  men  in  the  boat  is  said  to  have  been  wounded 
badly.  Their  object  is  sui)poscd  to  have  been  desertion,  but  some  say  it  was  a  desper- 
ate effort  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  sentries  and  spike  the  guns  of  the  battery. 

[The  Daily  Express,  Petersburg,  Va.,  Tuesday  morning,  January  22,  1861.] 

COMING  TO   THE   POINT — A  PRACTICAL  MOVEMENT. 

The  POSITION  of  Major  Anderson. — Lieut.  R.  K.  Meade,  of  the  Engineer  Corps, 
at  Fort  Sum+-er,  has  been  in  our  city,  on  a  visit  home,  for  several  days  past.  Several 
gentlemen  with  whom  he  has  conversed  inform  us  that  he  speaks  in  the  highest  terms 
of  Major  Anderson,  not  only  as  a  brave  and  fearless  soldier,  but  as  a  strong  and  true 
Southern  man,  his  position  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  however,  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  take  any  other  position  before  the  people  of  the  South  and  of  the 
Union.  He  does  not  feel  in  the  slightest  complimented  by  the  fanatical  cannon  firing 
in  his  honor  at  the  North,  and  it  is  with  pain,  not  fear  nor  even  embarrassment,  that 
he  realizes  the  present  attitude  of  the  South  towards  him.  That  he  loves  the  South, 
that  he  prefers  it,  every  social  tie  gives  ample  testimony.  He  is  bound  by  the  holy 
ties  of  wedlock  to  one  of  the  fairest  of  the  fair  of  Georgia,  a  daughter  of  General  Clinch. 
He  has  four  devoted  brothers,  every  one  of  whom,  it  is  said,  is  a  strong  secessionist. 
Add  to  this  that  he  is  a  Southerner  by  birth,  and  a  descendant  of  Revolutionary  sires, 
we  need  hardly  more  to  give  us  assurance  that  he  not  only  loves  his  native  South,  but 
will  at  the  proper  time,  and  in  an  honorable  manner,  draw  the  sword  in  her  defense. 
These  are  simple  inferences  from  facts  as  known.  Not  a  syllable  has  fallen  from  the 
lips  of  Lieutenant  Meade  to  lead  to  the  remotest  deduction  that  Major  Anderson  will 
not  perform  his  whole  duty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  But  that  he  will 
be  hand  in  hand  with  the  South  as  soon  as  he  may  be,  with  honor,  relieved  from  his 
position,  we  have  little  to  doubt. 

Major  Anderson. — "A  Comrade"  writes  to  the  Columbus  (Ga.)  Enquirer  concern- 
ing the  late  removal  of  Major  Anderson  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  in  defense  of  his  action 
and  character.  The  conclusion  is :  ''Major  Anderson  is  a  Southern  man — born  and 
raised  in  the  noble  old  '  Dark  and  Bloody  Ground.'  He  will  be  found  on  the  side  of 
the  South  when  this  government  is  dismembered,  and,  when  his  critical  position  has 
been  properly  understood,  his  name  will  be  fully  exonerated  from  the  grave  charges 
which  have  been  made  against  it  by  those  who  have  been  deplorably  misinformed 
upon  all  the  points  of  military  honor  which  have  governed  this  truly  gallant  aud  meri- 
torious officer." 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  27,  1861 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  date  of  my  last 
letter  very  little  has  been  done  by  the  troops  of  South  Carolina  around' 
us,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  storm  of  rain  and  wind  that  has 
prevailed.  The  little  that  has  been  done  comprises  the  completion  of 
the  mortar  battery,  situated  to  the  southeast  of  Fort  Johnson,  on  James 
Island,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  battery  on  Oummipgs  Point  by 
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exteiidiu-  it  towards  the  east.  It  now  occupies  the  position  shown  m 
red  in  the  marginal  sketch.^  The  position  of  the  other  battery  on 
Morris  Island  is  also  shown  in  red.  This  is  called  by  the  Charlestonians 
"  Fort  Morris  "  and  I  will  so  designate  it  in  future. 

The  two  or  three  guard-boats  that  the  authorities  liave  m  use  are 
constantly  employed  in  watching  the  bar,  and  evidently  have  signals 
bv  which  they  can  communicate  intelligence  at  night  as  well  as  m  the 
d'lv  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  steamer  Columbia,  Captain 
Berry  (who  was  the  first  to  hoist  the  palmetto  flag  on  board  his  vessel), 
in  leaving  the  harbor  by  the  Mafatt  Channel,  ran  on  shore  between  th^ 
Moultrie  House  and  Bowman's  Jetty,  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Despite  all 
efforts  to  get  her  off  at  each  high  tide  (and  we  have  had  several  very 
hio-h  ones  since),  she  still  lies  in  the  same  position.  The' probability  is 
that  she  will  go  to  pieces  if  it  should  happen  to  blow  hard  from  the 
south  or  eastward.  The  cause  of  this  casualty  is  undoubtedly  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  taking  up  of  the  outer  end  of  Bowman's  Jetty  has 
caused  a  deposition  below  it,  Avhich  has  diminished  the  depth  of  water, 
so  that  a  vessel  has  now  to  follow  a  winding  course  very  much  like  the 
red  [broken]  Ime  in  the  marginal  sketch.    The  difficulty  of  navigating 
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the  sharp  turn  opposite  where  the  Columbia  now  lies  is  very  much 
increased  by  the  opposite  effects  of  flood  and  ebb  tide,  the  latter  tending 
to  set  the  A^essel  on  shore. 

Going  out  in  the  haze  of  the  morning,  the  Columbia  probably  failed 
to  observe  the  turn  of  tide,  and  could  not  turn  quickly  enough,  with  a 
full  head  of  steam,  to  clear  the  beach.  Another  of  the  steamers  of  the 
same  line  came  in  through  the  main  ship  channel  last  evening,  being 
l)iloted  in  by  one  of  the  guard-boats. 

In  Fort  Sumter  everything  goes  on  quite  smoothly.  I  have  done  little 
during  the  past  week,  on  account  of  the  storm,  besides  policing,  remov- 
ing materials,  and  strengthening  the  filling  of  the  openings  for  the  em- 
brasures of  the  second  tier.  One  10-inch  columbiad  has  also  been  put 
in  position  on  the  parade  to  throw  shells  into  Fort  Moultrie,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  strong  traverse  to  avoid  all  danger  from  a  possible  burst- 
ing of  the  piece.  Although  all  of  the  cement  and  bricks  are  used  up, 
and  the  extreme  scarcity  of  fuel  does  not  permit  the  burning  of  shells 
for  lime,  I  can  manage  with  dry  stone  to  strengthen  all  parts  that  require 

*  Here  omitted.     See  sketch  in  Foster  to  Totten,  February  5,  post. 
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it.  I  do  not  propose  to  discharge  my  force  of  forty -three  men  at  present, 
but  to  employ  them  at  such  work  as  from  time  to  time  becomes  necessary. 
All  of  them  will  be  of  great  service  in  case  we  have  to  sustain  a  cannon- 
ade, and  the  majority  of  them  will  also  be  of  material  aid  in  resisting  a 
sudden  attack.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  truth  in  the  many  reports  that 
have  crept  into  the  papers  about  mutinies,  &c.  The  soldiers  are  in  ex- 
cellent spirits  and  full  of  confidence.  Those  of  my  men  that  I  have  dis- 
charged of  late  have  left  with  great  reluctance.  In  fine,  the  morale  at 
present  is  very  high. 

The  trouble  that  I  had  with  my  men  soon  after  the  command  came 
over,  which  resulted  in  a  rapid  thinning  out  of  the  force,  has  long  since 
ceased.  Every  man,  however,  that  is  discharged  is  beset  as  soon  as  he 
reaches  town  for  information,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  played 
upon  the  credulity  of  their  questioners.  In  other  instances,  the  informa- 
tion given  has  been  magnified  and  distorted.  And  in  one  case,  that  of 
Lieutenant  Davis,  who  went  to  town  on  the  19th  in  charge  of  four 
soldiers  summoned  as  witnesses  in  a  murder  trial,  an  efibrt  was  made 
to  convince  him  that  his  men,  having  been  tampered  with,  had  uttered 
threats  against  him,  and  that  he  should  arm  himself  before  trusting 
himself  to  come  down  with  them  alone  in  a  boat.  Lieutenant  Davis 
declined  their  proffer  of  arms.  It  appears  that  there  was  no  circum- 
stance to  warrant  this  attempt  to  place  Lieutenant  Davis  in  a  false 
position  towards  his  men,  and  to  give  cause  for  reports  prejudicial  to 
the  fidelity  of  the  soldiers.  The  report  in  the  papers  that  the  men 
attemi)ted  to  jump  out  of  the  window  to  escape,  is  utterly  without  foun- 
dation. So,  also,  is  the  report  that  a  boat  from  Fort  Sumter,  in  attempt- 
ing to  reconnoiter  the  battery  on  Morris  Island,  had  been  fired  into  by 
the  sentry,  and  one  man  wounded.  Ko  boat  has  ever  left  Fort  Sumter 
for  such  a  purpose,  and  I  question  whether  it  was  a  boat  that  the  sentry 
fired  at.  In  fact,  it  is  not  safe  to  credit  any  reports  coming  from  this 
region,  except  such  as  are  favorable  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Even  the  statements  that  emanated  from  high  authority  and 
were  widely  circulated,  to  the  effect  that  this  command  was  supplied 
with  fresh  provisions,  &c.,  are  not  strictly  true,  for  we  have  not  as  yet 
received  any. 

One  lot  was  sent  down  on  the  20th  by  the  State  authorities,  which 
Major  Anderson  declined  to  receive.  His  proposition  to  get  them  from 
the  regular  contractor,  and  to  pay  for  them,  was  accepted  ;  but  up  to 
this  time  (10  a.  in.  of  the  27th)  we  have  not  received  anything  from  the 
contractor  in  town. 

Lieutenant  Meade  returned  on  Wednesday,  the  23d,  but  on  account 
of  the  storm  was  not  able  to  get  to  the  fort  before  the  following  day. 
Both  he  and  Lieutenant  Snyder  having  volunteered  for  the  duty,  I  have 
entered  them  upon  the  regular  roster  for  guard  duty,  two  of  the  ofi&cers 
of  the  command  being  sick,  and  one  absent.  It  does  not  interfere  with 
our  regular  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain^  Engineers, 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington^  January  28,  1861. 
Oapt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  Charleston^  8.  C: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  $5,000  was  remitted  on 
Saturday  last,  the  26th  instant,  to  the  assistant  treasurer  at  ^ew  York, 
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to  be  held  subject  to  your  check,  and  that  $10,000  iu  addition  will  be 
remitted  to  him,  for  the  same  purpose,  to-day,  in  liaiillment  of  two  other 
requisitions  heretofore  issued  in  your  favor  for  $5,000  each,  as  already 

You  will  please  return  to  Lieutenant  Gillmore,  out  of  these  funds,  the 
$1  500  placed  by  him  to  your  credit  with  the  assistant  treasurer  at 
New  York,  on  the  10th  instant,  and  lie  will  be  instructed  to  forward  to 
you  a  proper  receipt  for  the  same. 

This  communication,  and  all  subsequent  letters,  will  be  inclosed  in  an 
envelope,  sealed  with  red  wax,  impressed  with  the  Department  seal, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  all  your  future  communications  may  be  also 
sealed  with  wax,  instead  of  the  ordinary  way. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General,  and  Colonel  of  Engineers. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  29,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  1.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  The  South  Carolinians  are  at  work  in  large  force  on  Cum- 
mings  Point,  apijarently  framing  heavy  timbers,  for  what  purpose  I 
am  unable  yet  to  state.  They  succeeded  this  morning,  favored  by  a 
very  high  tide,  in  getting  the  Columbia  off.  I  send  herewith  two  slips 
cut  from  yesterday's  Mercury,  which  show  unmistakably  the  animus  of 
these  people.  They  are  determined  to  bring  on  a  collision  with  the 
General  Government.  Everything  around  us  shows  this  to  be  their  de- 
termination and  their  aim.  I  had  a  contract  made  yesterday  for  the 
transportation  of  the  women  attached  to  this  command.  The  number 
is  much  greater  than  the  legal  allowance,  but  under  the  present  excited 
state  of  feeling  toward  our  command  it  would  not  do  to  send  to  the  city 
or  to  Sullivan's  Island  any  of  the  relatives  of  our  soldiers'  wives  who 
have  been  living  with  them.  The  number  who  will  be  sent  (twenty) 
embraces  those  attached  to  the  companies  and  the  wives  of  the  members 
of  the  band,  and  also  the  wives  of  the  non-commissioned  staff.  Inclosed 
you  will  also  receive  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  of  this  command,  which 
have  been  signed  by  the  husbands  of  the  women.  I  will  thank  you 
to  have  them  sent  by  the  Pay  Department  to  the  paymaster  in  'New 
York,  with  instructions  to  hand  the  pay  to  the  women.  I  will  thank 
you  also  to  have  the  necessary  instructions  sent  to  I^ew  York  for  the 
rations,  &c.,  for  these  women  and  children. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Obituary.— Died,  on  Saturday  night,  at  the  Marine  Hospital,  Thaddeus  S.  Straw- 
inski,  aged  18  years  and  7  days,  from  an  accidental  wound  from  a  revolver.  This 
promising  young  man  was  on  duty  in  the  Columbia  Artillery  at  Fort  Moultrie  when  the 
sad  accident  occurred.  He  was  a  noble  fellow,  and,  just  a  week  after  entering  the 
n-eshman  class  of  the  South  Carolina  College,  with  his  spirited  father  joined  the  ranks 
at  the  call  of  the  State.  While  on  the  litter  being  carried  to  the  hospital  he  said  to 
those  who  were  conv^yiug  bini:  '<  Friends,  O,  how  sorry  I  am  you  are  to  attack  Fort 
Sumter  without  mel'^    During  his  sufferings  he  mourned  that  he  could  not  be  at  the 
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takiug  of  the  fort.  He  was  calm  and  resigned,  and  met  his  end  prayerfully,  with  the 
Lord's  Prayer  on  his  lips.  A  mother's  gentle  influence  soothed  his  dying  hour,  and  a 
soldier's  spirit  nerved  a  father's  heart  to  resign  his  son  to  his  Creator.  The  sympathy 
of  the  whole  community  is  with  them  in  their  bereavement. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Yeadou,  from  th^  (,'ommittee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
houses  on 'that  clause  of  the  appropriation  bill  which  appropriates  $30,000  for  dredg- 
ing Maffitt's  Channel,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing :  "  For  deepening  or  otherwise  improving  MafStt's  Channel,  $30,000,  to  be  drawn 
by  and  expended  under  the  direction  of  a  commission,  as  follows :  Messrs.  George  A. 
Trenholm,  Henry  Gourdin,  George  N.  Reynolds,  W.  G.  De  Saussure,  F.  I.  Porcher, 
Hugh  E.  Vincent,  and  the  mayor  of  Charleston  ex  officio :  Provided,  The  work  shall  not 
be  resumed  until  Fort  Sumter  passes  into  the  possession  of  the  authorities  of  the 
State,  and  all  the  troops  of  the  United  States  shall  be  removed  from  the  harbor  of 
Charleston." 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buist  offered  the  following  resolution : 

^^  liesolved,  That  it-  is  the  oijinion  of  the  general  assembly  that  no  sessions  of  the 
courts  of  law  or  equity  in  this  State  should  be  holden  so  long  as  the  Government  at 
Washington  has  control  of  the  fortress  known  as  Fort  Sumter." 

Ten  members  objecting,  the  resolution  was  ordered  for  consideration  on  Monday. 


No.  27.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  30,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  C,  February  4.) 

Ool.  S.  OOOPER,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  They  are  still  basily  engaged  at  work  on  Oummiugs  Point. 
I  am  not  yet  certain  what  they  are  going  to  put  there.  There  was  very 
great  activity  and  stir  in  the  harbor  last  night.  The  lookout  ship  out- 
side the  bar  displayed  a  light  about  half  past  11,  which  was  answered 
by  rockets  by  the  guard-boats,  of  which  we  noticed  four  on  duty,  and 
soon  after  two  guns  were  fired  from  the  battery  on  Morris  Island,  and 
at  half  past  1  o'clock  this  morning  two  guns  were  fired  from  Fort  Moul- 
trie. We  could  not  see  any  vessels  in  the  offing,  but  they  might  have 
been  visible  to  those  on  the  guard-boats  (steamers).  I  do  hope  that  no 
attempt  will  be  made  by  our  friends  to  throw  supplies  in  j  their  doing 
so  would  do  more  harm  than  good.  The  steamboat  company  did  not 
send  down  for  our  women  and  children  yesterday  as  they  promised; 
why,  I  do  not  know. 

Very  respectfullv,  v^our  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSO:tT, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


No.  28.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  31, 1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  February  4.) 

Ool.  S.  Coot:eiu,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  The  South  Carolinians  are  still  busily  engaged  at  work  at 
two  places  on  Cummings  Point.  They  are  using  heavy  timbers,  which 
they  square  and  frame.  Last  night  they  worked  at  least  half  the  night. 
The  agent  of  the  New  York  steamers  informed  us  yesterday  that  he 
could  not  get  a  lighter  to  come  down  for  the  women  and  children,  but 
that  he  will  send  one  for  them  to-morrow,  so  as  to  take  them  in  the 
Saturday  steamer.  'No  reply,  as  yet,  from  the  Charleston  butcher,  our 
beef  contractor.     I  presume  that  he  dare  not  send  us  any  provisions, 
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for  fear  that  he  will  be  regarded  as  a  traitor  to  South  Carolina   for 
furuishiiig  comfort  and  aid  to  her  enemies. 
God  save  our  country. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  EGBERT  ANDERSOIS^, 

Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


]sfo.  29.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  31,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  February  4.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  hasten  to  write  this  letter,  to  be  taken  to  the  city  by  my 
friend,  the  Hon.  Robert  N.  Gourdin,  to  say  that  the  butcher  has  sent 
down  a  supply  of  fresh  beef,  with  a  note  from  him  stating  that  he  had 
not  received  my  note,  and  that  he  did  not,  therefore,  know  of  my  order 
to  him  to  continue  my  supplies  as  when  I  was  in  Fort  Moultrie.  He 
states  that  he  sends  the  beef  to-day  in  compliance  with  instructions 
from  Mr.  Gourdin,  who  has  received  a  letter  from  me,  in  which  I  had 
alluded  to  my  having  written  to  him  about  it.  He  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  will  cheerfully  send  what  I  require.  Mr.  Gourdin  says  that  his 
excellency  the  governor  is  very  desirous  that  we  shall  receive  our  sup- 
plies regularly,  and  thinks  that  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  reference 
to  groceries  also.  Hoping  in  God  that  there  can  be  no  further  difficulty 
of  any  sort  in  this  harbor, 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOI^T, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  31,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  28th  instant,  informing  me  that  $15,000  was  placed  to  my  credit 
with  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States  at  ]S"ew  York.  This 
relieves  me  from  my  present  embarrassment.  I  shall,  however,  require 
$5,000  more  for  Fort  Sumter  by  the  end  of  the  month  of  February. 

The  operations  of  the  South  Carolinians  around  us  continue  to  be 
carried  on  with  activity  by  means  of  a  large  force  of  negroes.  The 
battery  on  Cummings  Point,  mentioned  in  my  last  letters,  is  being  en- 
larged into  a  field  work,  the  parapet  of  which  is  not  sufficiently  formed 
to  distinguish  the  trace  with  accuracy.  To  the  west  of  this  field  work 
they  have  commenced  what  appears  to  be  a  redoubt.  This  is  quite  near 
the  western  point  of  Cummings  Point. 

Steamers  are  quite  active,  especially  at  night,  in  delivering  materials 
at  this  point.  A  very  large  quantity  of  timber  has  been  delivered,  in 
rafts,  and  used  for  revetments,  platforms,  and,  apparently,  bomb-proof 
shelters. 

On  Sullivan's  Island  I  have  learned  that  the  battery  in  the  cross  street 
opposite  Dr.  RavenePs  house,  also  opposite  where  the  chaplain.  Rev. 
Mr.  Harris  (now  at  Fort  Washington),  lived,  is  for  mortars,  apparently, 
as  no  embrasures  are  formed,  but  that  neither  guns  or  mortars  are,  as 
yet.  placed  in  it.    The  batteries  on  the  island  above  Fort  Moultrie  are 
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two  in  number.  The  first  is  only  a  short  distance  above  the  Moultrie 
House,  and  about  1,460  yards  above  Fort  Moultrie.  It  is  armed  with 
three  guns,*  either  24-pounders  or  32  ])ounders.  It  is  not  in  sight  of 
this  fort,  being  in  range  of  and  beyond  the  Moultrie  House.  Its  posi- 
tion is  opposite  that  portion  of  the  MafiStt  Channel  which  comes  closest 
to  the  island. 

The  second  battery  is  at  the  upper  or  east  end  of  the  island,  and  is 
armed  with  two  guns,  24  or  32  pounders. 

The  last  information  from  the  island  gave  the  liumber  of  men  there  as 
1,450.  But  of  these  a  very  large  number  are  raw  recruits  for  the  regu- 
lar regiment  that  they  are  forming. 

In  this  fort  we  are  hard  at  work  perfecting  the  arrangements  for 
defense  and  offense,  and  creating  new  ones.  Three  10-inch  columbiads 
and  four  8-inch  columbiads  (for  which  there  are  no  carriages)  are  ar- 
ranged as  mortars. 

The  women  and  children  are  to  leave  for  New  York  to-morrow  by 
steamer. 

The  authorities  have  promised  to  send  over  my  private  effects  from 
Sullivan's  Island,  but  have  declined  to  allow  me,  or  any  one  sent  by  me, 
to  go  over  to  collect  them  and  pack  them.  I  am,  however,  pleased  to 
secure  what  I  can  in  the  way  that  is  indicated  by  the  authorities.  I  will 
write  again  in  detail  as  soon  as  I  can  determine  the  trace  of  the  works 
on  Cummin gs  Point. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain,  Engineers, 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  0.,  February  1,  1861. 
Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

Commanding  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C. : 

Major  :  The  President  deeming  it  unnecessary  longer  to  detain  Lieu- 
tenant Hall,  he  will  start  this  afternoon  for  his  post.  By  him  I  send 
this  letter  to  inform  you  of  the  receipt  of  your  several  letters,  up  to  Ko. 
26,  inclusive. 

The  matters  pertaining  to  Colonel  Hayne's  mission  not  being  yet 
fully  determined,  I  am  unable  to  say  more  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
than  that  your  course  in  relation  to  the  tender  of  provisions  from  the 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  and  in  all  other  matters  which  have  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department,  is  approved  to  the  fullest  extent. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant- General, 


No.  30.J  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  1,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I^othing  unusual  has  occurred,  as  far  as  I  know,  around 
us.  They  are  still  engaged  working  on  Cummings  Point.  The  lighter 
is  now  here,  loading  with  women,  children,  and  baggage.  They  are  to 
leave  the  city  in  the  steamer  for  ISTew  York  to-morrow. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AI^^DEESOJSr, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

II  RR 


162  OPERATIONS    IN   CHARLESTON   HARBOR,    S.    C.  fCHAP.L 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruar^i  1,  1861. 

Maj.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding  Fort  Columbus, 

Oovernor^s  Island,  N',  T, : 

Sir  :  About  twenty  women  and  children  from  Major  Anderson's  com- 
mand at  Fort  Sumter  are  on  their  way  to  'New  York,  and  application 
will  probably  be  made  to  receive  them  at  Fort  Columbus.  Should  this 
be  the  case  you  will  please  make  them  as  comfortable  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  give  rations  to  such  as  are  properly  laundresses  of 
companies.  If  better  quarters  can  be  thus  secured  to  them  they  can  be 
sent  to  Fort  Wood. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant- General, 

'^o,  31.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  G.,  February  2,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  6.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Mr.  Gourdin,  in  which 
he  says :  "I  saw  his  excellency  this  evening,  and  he  makes  no  objection 
to  your  groceries  being  sent  you."  The  South  Carolinians  were,  we 
thought,  occupied  nearly  all  last  night  on  the  works  at  Cummings 
Point.  One  of  them  is  now  probably  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  high,  and 
appears  to  be  bomb-proof,  and  may  be  intended  to  defilade  a  battery 
pointing  on  the  channel  from  our  fire.  From  the  energy  with  which 
their  operations  are  carried  on  it  is  evident  that  they  regard  them  as 
very  necessary,  and  that  they  consider  that  they  are  also  important, 
and  that  they  shall  be  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  women  and 
children  are  on  board  the  steamer,  but  the  wind  is  blowing  so  heavily 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  attempt  to  cross  the  bar  with  this 
tide. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDEESOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Ko.  32.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  3,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  Yesterday  and  last  night,  in  consequence  of  the  continu- 
ance of  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  very  little  work  was  done,  as  far  as 
we  could  observe,  around  us.     The  rain  is  still  (11  a.  m.)  continuing. 
The  steamer  has  not  yet  left  the  harbor  with  the  women  and  children. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major,  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


No.  33.J  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  4,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  6.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  The  South  Carolinians  continued  to  do  as  much  work 
yesterday  (Sunday)  at  Cummings  Point  as  the  storm  permitted.    The 
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work  nearest  to  us  now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  battery,  having  an 
incUned  guard  in  front  to  glance  our  balls  off.    They  are  using  large 
quantities  of  railroad  bars  in  their  constructions  on  that  point.    The 
New  York  steamer  sailed  yesterday  with  our  women  and  children. 
I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


No.  34.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  5,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  8.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General : 

Colonel:  The  character  of  the  work  on  the  end  of  Cummings 
Point  nearest  to  us  is,  I  think,  now  pretty  well  established.  It  seems 
to  be  a  bomb-proof,  with  embrasures  for  the  guns,  the  embrasures  cut 
in  a  sloped  wall,  formed  of  heavy  timbers,*  which  is  now  being  covered 
with  railroad  bars.  This  battery,  though  too  far  off  for  doing  much 
damage  to  our  walls,  unless  they  have  or  get  heavy  rifled  guns,  will  be 
pretty  safe  from  the  effect  of  our  horizontal  fires.  They  appear  to  be 
at  work  to-day  connecting  this  battery  with  one  between  it  and  the 
battery  which  fired  on  the  Star  of  the  West,  by  means  of  a  covered 
way.  Their  engineering  appears  to  be  well  devised  and  well  executed, 
and  their  works,  even  in  their  present  condition,  will  make  it  impos- 
sible for  any  hostile  force,  other  than  a  large  and  well-appointed  one, 
to  enter  this  harbor,  and  the  chances  are  that  it  will  then  be  at  a  great 
sacrifice  of  life.  Our  10-inch  columbiads  are  now  in  position.  One 
points  towards  the  city,  one  towards  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the  third  can 
be  directed  either  towards  Fort  Moultrie  or  Morris  Island.  They  are 
at  an  ar.gle  of  from  30°  to  35°.  I  tried  a  shell,  a  few  evenings  ago, 
and  we  calculated  that  from  a  charge  of  two  pounds  we  got  a  range  of 
about  two  thousand  yards.  I  have  also  four  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers 
planted  in  the  area  at  an  angle  of  39°.  These  bear  upon  Morris  Island. 
I  am  now  removing  the  pieces  of  flagging  from  the  area  of  our  work, 
as  I  want  it  clear,  hoping  that  should  any  shells  fall  in  it  they  will 
probably  sink  so  deep  that  they  wiU  not  do  much,  if  any,  damage. 
Captain  Foster  is  engaged  in  experimenting  with  one  of  the  iron  shut- 
ters, trying  to  see  whether  we  can  use  them  in  the  lower  embrasures. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  these  embrasures  shall  be  made  as  secure  as 
possible. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — Of  course,  in  speaking  of  forcing  an  entrance,  I  do  not  refer 
to  the  little  stratagem  of  a  small  party  slipping  in. 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  5, 1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  V. : 
General  :  The  sketch  upou  the  margiu  below  gives  a  pretty  cor- 
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rect  idea  of  the  position  of  the  works  on  Gummings  Point,  thrown  up 
by  the  South  Carolinians.  Of  course  it  is  subject  to  errors,  arising 
from  the  distance  at  which  I  am  obliged  to  obtain  the  information  by 
means  of  the  spy-glass  alone. 

The  lines  of  the  work  are  not  yet  complete,  the  main  efforts  having 
been  directed  to  getting  ready  those  guns  that  are  intended  to  fire  upon 
this  work.  All  the  guns  that  I  have  indicated  by  a  t  are  (or  appear  to 
be)  in  position  and  covered  by  bomb-proof  roofs. 

Those  at  a  a  are  covered  by  heavy  timbers,  laid  horizontally  upon 
firm  timber  supports,  similar  to  the  marginal  sketch.  The  revetment 
of  the  cheeks  of  the  embrasures  appear  to  be  formed  of  palmetto  logs, 
as  also  the  revetment  of  the  interior  slope  near  the  guns.  The  hori- 
zontal timbers  are  large  14-inch  raft  sticks,  covered  apparently  by  a 
lighter  timber,  or  planking,  running  at  right  angles  to  the  timbers. 
The  guns  at  a  a  were  'being  put  upon  their  carriages  (which  I  suspect, 
from  their  using  a  gin  in  the  operation,  are  some  of  the  barbette  car- 


Chap.  I.l 


CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. — UNION. 


165 


riages  from  Oastle  Pinckney  or  Fort  Moultrie)  at  the  time  I  wrote  to 
you  this  morning.  Subsequently  the  rough  opening  of  the  embrasures 
was  made  and  the  revetment  of  the  cheeks  commenced. 


BOMB    PROOF     NO  I     [aT   A    A7] 


The  second  bomb  proof  battery  is  built  differently.    The  timbers  on 
top  are  sloped  at  an  angle  of  45^,  about  as  in  the  sketch.    They  rest 


BOMB    PROOF    BATTERY 


y  •     J' 
No.  2. 


Upon  two  horizontal  supports  parallel  to  the  direction  of  the  battery, 
one  higher  than  the  other,  and  these  are  supported  by  stout  posts, 
about  5  feet  from  each  other.  Upon  the  timbers  are  placed  at  right 
angles  a  stout  planking,  and  upon  this  again  another  covering  running 
up  and  down.  This  last  consists  of  railroad  iron,  apparently  the  T 
raih  The  work  has  only  progressed  thus  far,  although  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  whole  is  to  be  covered  with  sand.  The  guns  are  mounted  and 
the  openings  for  embrasures  formed. 

The  work  is  carried  on  quite  rapidly,  considering  the  heavy  nature 
of  the  work.  The  idea  of  covering  the  bomb-proof  with  iron  and  giving 
it  an  inclination  is  no  doubt  derived  from  the  Sardinian  method  for 
forming  the  sides  of  a  man-of-war,  so  as  to  deflect  the  shot. 

A  large  force  of  negroes  is  employed  in  extending  the  embankment 
of  the  parapet  so  as  to  connect  this  battery  with  the  field  work. 

The  guard-boats  are  very  active  at  night,  and  some  are  always  on 
the  watch  by  day. 

Inside  this  fort  the  work  of  preparation  goes  steadily  on.    My  force 
is  now  employed  in  clearing  the  parade  of  the  stone  flagging.    I  am 
also  having  all  the  material  on  hand  made  into  sand  bags. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Cwptain,  Engineers, 
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War  Department, 
Washington,  Febrtuiry  6, 1861. 

Hon.  I.  W,  Hayne, 

Attorney-Oeneral  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina: 

Sir:  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  received  your  letter  of 
the  31st  ultimo,*  and  has  charged  me  with  the  duty  of  replying  thereto. 
In  the  communication  addressed  to  the  President  by  Governor  Pickens, 
under  date  of  the  12th  of  January,*  and  which  accompanies  yours,  now 
before  me,  his  excellency  says : 

I  have  determined  to  send  to  you  Hon.  I.  W.  Hayne,  the  attorney-general  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  and  have  instructed  him  to  demand  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Sumter,  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  The  demand  I  have  made  of  Major  Anderson,  and  which  I  now  make 
of  you,  is  suggested  because  of  my  earnest  desire  to  avoid  bloodshed,  which  a  persist- 
ence in  your  attempt  to  retain  the  possession  of  that  fort  will  cause,  and  which  will 
be  unavailing  to  secure  to  you  that  possession,  but  induce  a  calamity  most  deeply  to 
be  deplored. 

The  character  of  the  demand  thus  authorized  to  be  made  appears — 
under  the  influence,  I  presume,  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Senators 
to  which  you  refer— to  have  been  modified  by  subsequent  instructions 
of  his  excellency,  dated  the  26th,  and  received  by  yourself  on  the  30th 
of  January,  in  which  he  says : 

If  it  be  so  that  Fort  Sumter  is  held  as  property,  then  as  property,  the  rights,  what- 
ever they  may  be,  of  the  United  States  can  be  ascertained ;  and  for  the  satisfaction  of 
these  rights  the  pledge  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  you  are  authorized  to  give. 

The  full  scope  and  precise  purport  of  your  instructions,  as  thus  modi- 
fied, you  have  expressed  in  the  following  words : 

I  do  not  come  as  a  military  man  to  demand  the  surrender  of  a  fortress,  but  as  the 
legal  officer  of  the  State — its  attorney-general — to  claim  for  the  State  the  exercise  of 
its  undoubted  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  to  pledge  the  State  to  make  good  all 
injury  to  the  rights  of  property  which  arise  from  the  exercise  of  the  claim. 

And  lest  this  explicit  language  should  not  sufficiently  define  your 
position,  you  add : 

The  proposition  now  is  that  her  (South  Carolina's)  law  officer  should,  under  author- 
ity of  the  governor  and  his  council,  distinctly  pledge  the  faith  of  South  Carolina  fco 
make  such  compensation  in  regard  to  Fort  Sumter  and  its  appurtenances  and  contents, 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  money  value  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  delivered 
over  to  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  by  your  command. 

You  then  adopt  his  excellency's  train  of  thought  upon  the  subject  so 
far  as  to  suggest  that  the  possession  of  Fort  Sumter  by  the  United 
States,  "  if  continued  long  enough,  must  lead  to  collision,"  and  that  "an 
attack  upon  it  would  scarcely  improve  it  as  property,  whatever  the 
result,  and  if  captured  it  would  no  longer  be  the  subject  of  account." 

The  proposal,  then,  now  presented  to  the  President  is  simply  an  oHer 
on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  to  buy  Fort  Sumter  and  contents  as 
property  of  the  United  States,  sustained  by  a  declaration  in  effect  that 
if  she  is  not  permitted  to  make  the  purchase  she  will  seize  the  fort  by 
force  of  arms.  As  the  initiation  of  a  negotiation  for  the  transfer  of 
property  between  friendly  governments  this  proposal  impresses  the 
President  as  having  assumed  a  most  unusual  form.  He  has,  however, 
investigated  the  claim  on  which  it  professes  to  be  based,  apart  from  the 
declaration  that  accompanies  it ;  and  it  may  be  here  remarked  that 
much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  employment  of  the  words  "prop- 
erty" and  "public  property"  by  the  President  in  his  several  messages. 
These  are  the  most  comprehensive  terms  which  can  be  used  in  such  a 

*Not  of  record  in  War  Department. 
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connection,  and  surely,  when  referring  to  a  fort  or  any  other  public 
establishment,  they  embraced  the  entire  and  undivided  interest  of  the 
Government  therein. 

The  title  of  the  United  States  to  Fort  Sumter  is  complete  and  incon- 
testible.  Were  its  interest  in  this  property  purely  proprietary,  in  the 
ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term,  it  might,  probably,  be  subjected  to 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  j  but  it  has  also  political 
relations  to  it,  of  a  much  higher  and  more  imposing  character  than 
those  of  mere  proprietorship.  It  has  absolute  jurisdiction  over  the  fort 
and  the  soil  on  which  it  stands.  This  jurisdiction  consists  in  the 
authority  to  "exercise  exclusive  legislation"  over  the  property  referred 
to,  and  is  therefore  clearly  incompatible  with  the  claim  of  eminent 
domain  now  insisted  upon  by  South  Carolina.  This  authority  was  not 
derived  from  any  questionable  revolutionary  source,  but  from  the  peace- 
ful cession  of  South  Carolina  herself,  acting  through  her  legislature, 
under  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  South  Car- 
olina can  no  more  assert  the  right  of  eminent  domain  over  Fort  Sumter 
than  Maryland  can  assert  it  over  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  politi- 
cal and  proprietary  rights  of  the  United  States  in  either  case  rest  upon 
precisely  the  same  grounds. 

The  President  is,  however,  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  further  pur- 
suing this  inquiry  by  the  fact  that,  whatever  may  be  the  claim  of  South 
Carolina  to  this  fort,  he  has  no  constitutional  power  to  cede  or  surren- 
der it.  The  property  of  the  United  States  has  been  acquired  by  force  of 
public  law,  and  can  only  be  disposed  of  under  the  same  solemn  sanctions. 
The  President,  as  the  head  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government 
only,  can  no  more  sell  and  transfer  Fort  Sumter  to  South  Carolina  than 
he  can  sell  and  convey  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States  to  Maryland,  or 
to  any  other  State  or  individual  seeking  to  possess  it.  His  excellency 
the  governor  is  too  familar  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  limitations  upon  the  powers  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Government  it  has  established,  not  to  appreciate  at  once  the  soundness 
of  this  legal  proposition. 

The  question  of  re-enforcing  Fort  Sumter  is  so  fully  disposed  of  in  my 
letter  to  Senator  Slidell  and  others,  under  date  of  the  22d  of  January — 
a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this— that  its  discussion  will  not  now  be 
renewed.  I  then  said:  "At  the  present  moment  it  is  not  deemed  neces- 
sary to  re-enforce  Major  Anderson,  because  he  makes  no  such  request. 
Should  his  safety,  however,  require  re-enforcements,  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  supply  them."  I  can  add  nothing  to  the  explicitness  of  this 
language,  which  still  applies  to  the  existing  status.  The  right  to  send 
forward  re-enforcements  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  the 
safety  of  the  garrison  requires  them  rests  on  the  same  unquestionable 
foundation  as  the  right  to  occupy  the  fortress  itself. 

In  the  letter  of  Senator  Davis  and  others  to  yourself,  under  date  of 
the  15th  ultimo,  they  say:  "We,  therefore,  think  it  especially  due  from 
South  Carolina  to  our  States,  to  say  nothing  of  other  slaveholding 
States,  that  she  should,  as  far  as  she  can  consistently  with  her  honor, 
avoid  initiating  hostilities  between  her  and  the  United  States  or  any 
other  power";  and  you  now  yourself  give  to  the  President  the  gratify- 
ing assurance  that  "  South  Carolina  has  every  disposition  to  preserve 
the  public  peace";  and,  since  he  is  himself  sincerely  animated  by  the 
same  desire,  it  would  seem  that  this  common  and  patriotic  object  must 
be  of  certain  attainment. 

It  is  difficult,  however,  to  reconcile  with  this  assurance  the  declara- 
tion on  your  part  that  "it  is  a  consideration  of  her  (South  Carolina's) 
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own  dio-uity  as  a  sovereign,  and  the  safety  of  her  people,  which  prompts 
lier  to  demand  that  this  property  should  not  longer  be  used  as  a  mih- 
tary  post  by  a  Government  she  no  longer  acknowledges,"  and  the 
thouo-ht  you  so  constantly  present,  that  this  occupation  must  lead  to  a 
collision  of  arms,  and  the  prevalence  of  civil  war. 

Fort  Sumter  is  in  itself  a  military  post,  and  nothing  else ;  and  it 
would  seem  that  not  so  much  the  fact  as  the  purpose  of  its  use  should 
give  to  it  a  hostile  or  friendly  character.  This  fortress  is  now  held  by 
tiie  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  same  objects  for  which  it 
has  been  held  from  the  completion  of  its  construction.  These  are 
national  and  defensive,  and  were  a  public  enemy  now  to  attempt  the 
(iapture  of  Charleston,  or  the  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  its  harbor, 
the  whole  force  of  the  batteries  of  this  fortress  would  be  at  once  exerted 
for  their  protection.  How  the  presence  of  a  small  garrison,  actuated 
by  such  a  spirit  as  this,  can  compromise  the  dignity  or  honor  of  South 
Carolina,  or  become  a  source  of  irritation  to  her  people,  the  President  is 
at  a  loss  to  understand.  The  attitude  of  that  garrison,  as  has  been  often 
declared,  is  neither  menacing,  nor  defiant,  nor  unfriendly.  It  is  acting 
under  orders  to  stand  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  the  government 
and  people  of  South  Carolina  must  well  know  that  they  can  never 
receive  aught  but  shelter  from  its  guns,  unless,  in  the  absence  of  all 
provocation,  they  should  assault  it,  and  seek  its  destruction.  The  intent 
with  which  this  fortress  is  held  by  the  President  is  truthfully  stated  by 
Senator  Davis  and  others  in  their  letter  to  yourself  of  the  15th  of  Janu- 
ary, in  which  they  say,  "  It  is  not  held  with  any  hostile  or  unfriendly 
purpose  towards  your  State,  but  merely  as  property  of  the  United 
States,  which  the  President  deems  it  his  duty  to  protect  and  preserve." 

If  the  announcement,  so  repeatedly  made,  of  the  President's  pacific 
purposes  in  continuing  the  occupation  of  Fort  Sumter  until  the  ques- 
tion shall  have  been  settled  by  competent  authority  has  failed  to  impress 
the  government  of  South  Carolina,  the  forbearing  conduct  of  his  admin- 
istration for  the  last  few  months  should  be  received  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  his  sincerity ;  and  if  this  forbearance,  in  view  of  the  circum- 
stances which  have  so  severely  tried  it,  be  not  accepted  as  a  satisfactory 
pledge  of  the  peaceful  i)olicy  of  this  administration  towards  South  Car- 
olina, then  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  neither  language  nor  conduct 
can  possibly  furnish  one.  If,  with  all  the  multiplied  proofs  which  exist 
of  the  President's  anxiety  for  peace  and  of  the  earnestness  with  which 
he  has  pursued  it,  the  authorities  of  that  State  shall  assault  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  peril  the  lives  of  the  handful  of  brave  and  loyal  men  shut  up 
within  its  walls,  and  thus  plunge  our  common  country  into  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  then  upon  them,  and  those  they  represent,  must  rest  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  February  6,  1861. 
Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
Sir:  I  compliance  with  request  communicated  by  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  application  has  been  made  for  $5,000,  to  be  placed  to  your 
credit  with  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  and  to  be  charged  to 
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you  on  account  of  Fort  Sumter.  Personal  effort  will  be  made  to  secure 
this  credit  without  delay,  and  you  will  be  promptly  informed  as  soon  as 
the  remittance  is  made. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEK, 
Bvt  Brig.  Gen,^  and  Col.  Bng. 


No.  35.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  6,  18G1. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  9.) 
Col.  S.  GooPER,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  Nothing  new.    Still  at  work  on  Cummings  Point,  putting 
up  iron  shutters  yesterday  in  the  embrasures.   They  are,  I  suspect,  pretty 
nearly  ready  over  there.    God  grant  that  these  people  may  not  make 
the  attack  which  they  have  so  long  threatened. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 


No.  37.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  7,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  February  11.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  The  guard-boats  were  rather  more  on  the  alert  last  night 
than  they  have  been  for  three  or  four  nights  previous.  Last  night  we 
heard  them,  the  South  Carolinians,  either  at  work  on  or  moving  pieces 
of  iron.  This  morning  they  are  at  work,  apparently  either  extending 
the  bomb-proof  on  the  seaward  side  or  commencing  to  form  a  parapet 
for  guns  or  a  blind  on  that  flank.  I  observe  in  the  last  English  papers 
that  a  shipment  of  three  rifled  cannon  has  been  made  from  England  to 
Charleston.  Such  an  addition  to  their  battery  would  make  our  position 
much  less  secure  than  I  have  considered  itj  and  if  we  are  to  have  a  col- 
lision, which  God  forbid,  would  render  it  necessary  to  send  on  re-enforce- 
ments in  a  few  days  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 
I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


No.  39.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  9,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  February  12.) 
Col.  S.  CoovBU,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  South  Carolina  troops 
continued  their  work  yesterday,  and  they  are  also  at  work  to-day  on 
Cummings  Point.  The  bomb-proof  battery  appears  nearly  finished,  and 
there  are  now  three  guns  (apparently  heavy  ones)  mounted,  bearing 
upon  us,  in  a  barbette  battery  about  three  hundred  yards  eastward  of 
the  bomb-proof  battery,  with  which  it  appears  to  be  connected  by  a 
covered  way.  They  are  also  making  some  additions  to,  or  making  some 
alterations  in,  the  mortar  battery  at  Fort  Johnson. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.^  February  9,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  JJ.  O.  ; 

General  :  Nothing  of  marked  importance  has  transpired  since  the 
date  of  my  last  letter.  Your  letters  of  the  2d  and  6th  are  received. 
The  South  Carolinians  oji  Oummings  Point  have  been  occupied  in  per- 
fecting the  embrasures  and  merlons  for  the  three  guns  in  the  field  work 
that  bear  most  directly  upon  this  fort,  in  connecting  this  battery  with 
the  bomb-proof  iron-covered  battery  by  a  curtain,  and  in  completing 
this  latter  battery  and  extending  the  parapet  of  its  flanks.  On  Fort 
Moultrie  the  merlons  between  the  guns  looking  in  this  direction  have 
been  still  farther  raised,  made  roof-shaped  on  top,  and  supported  more 
strongly  by  horizontal  timbers,  kept  in  place  by  braces  extending  across 
the  embrasures  at  the  top.  I  am  now  mining  the  wharf,  and  am  also  to 
arrange  fougasses  at  different  points  on  the  exterior. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  very  great  activity  among  the  South  Car- 
ohnians,  although  the  force  is  maintained  the  same. 

I  hear  that  five  columbiads  have  arrived  in  the  city  from  Eichmond, 
and  more  are  expected. 

It  is  reported  that  the  floating  battery  prepared  in  the  city  is  a  failure, 
the  draught  being  greater  than  was  expected. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 
Captain,  Engineers. 


No.  40.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  February  10,  1861.    • 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  13.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  last  night. 
Ths  morning  (Sunday)  I  see  a  few  men  at  work,  apparently  finishing 
the  upper  iron  work  on  the  slope  of  the  bomb-proof  battery.  Three 
large  cannon  are  visible  this  morning  in  the  huge  embrasures  of  the 
battery  referred  to  yesterday,  near  the  bomb-proof  battery.  We  are  pre- 
paring a  few  mines  in  front  of  and  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  entrance 
of  our  work.  I  would  thank  the  honorable  Secretary  to  give  me  instruc- 
tions in  reference  to  vessels  bearing  the  flags  of  foreign  governments 
in  the  event  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  I  presume  that  no 
vessel  should  pass  the  fort. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDEES0:N^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


No.  41.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  11,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Hall,  and  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  communicating 
the  gratifying  approbation  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  of  my 
course  in  relation  to  the  tender  of  provisions  by  the  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  &c. 

Everything  was  quiet  yesterday  and  last  night,  as  far  as  we  could 
discover,  around  us.    They  are  still  at  work  with  a  smaU  force  on  the 
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bomb-proof  battery,  near  which  they  are  now  (12  m.)  landing  supplies 
from  a  steamer. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  A]SrDERSO:tir, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


1^0.  42.]  '  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  12,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  S,  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  everything  around  us  appears 
quiet..   They  are  now  relieving  the  companies  on  Morris  Island — the 
troops  leaving  would,  we  think,  muster  about  175.    A  steamboat  is  now 
landing  ammunition  and  other  stores  at  Oummings  Point. 
I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding* 


No.  43.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  13,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  February  16.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  TI.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  oc- 
curred, excepting  that  one  of  the  South  Carolina  guard-boats  came  too 
near  to  our  walls  last  night,  as  noticed  in  my  letter  to  the  Hon.  D.  F.  Jam- 
ison, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.  Knowing  that  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  interested  in  them,  I  shall  send  herewith  three  sketches, 
drawn  by  Captain  Seymour,  of  this  command,  of  Fort  Johnson,  Morris 
Island,  and  Fort  Moultrie.*  These  sketches  represent  very  prettily  and 
accurately  the  batteries  within  our  view,  and  other  prominent  objects  in 
their  vicinity,  as  seen  through  a  spy- glass  from  our  fort. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters,  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C, 

February  13,  1861. 
His  Excellency  F.  W.  Pickens, 

Governor  of  South  Carolina : 

Sir  :  Knowing  that  your  desire  to  prevent,  and  your  determination, 
as  far  as  in  your  power,  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  anything 
calculated  to  add  to  the  excitement  which  already  unfortunately  exists, 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  that  the  guard-boats,  and  occasionally  small 
row-boats  from  Morris  Island,  have  recently  violated  your  orders  by 
coming  too  near  our  walls.  Yesterday  morning  one  of  the  steamers — 
the  General  Clinch,  I  think — passed  very  near,  and  last  night  the  guard- 
boats  came  nearer  than  was  proper,  twice— ^once  about  midnight,  and 
again  at  3.30  a.  m. — when  a  steamer,  although  warned  off  by  the  sentinel, 
continued  to  approach,  head  on,  until  he  fired  his  musket  over  her,  when 
she  altered  her  course.  The  gun-battery  guard,  I  am  happy  to  say,  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  fire. 

Assuring  you  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  by  me  to  guard  against 

*  Here  omitted.    To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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any  wrong  act  on  the  part  of  my  command,  and  hoping  that  these  boats 
will  henceforth  be  more  particular  in  obeying  your  instructions, 
I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  &c. 

'  EGBERT  AI>[DEESON, 

Major ^  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  13, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  the  date  of  my  last 
letter,  the  11th,  very  little,  apparently,  has  been  done  by  the  South 
Carolinians  around '  us.  The  weather  yesterday  was  quite  pleasant, 
and  a  reUef  of  some  of  the  troops  on  Morris  Island  took  i)lace.  I  saw 
about  150  land,  and  was  told  that  about  the  same  number  went  away. 
A  large  number  of  negro  laborers  were  likewise  taken  to  the  city,  leaving 
only  a  small  number  at  work  on  the  parapet  of  the  field  work  on  Oum- 
mings  Point. 

This  work  appears  to  be  nearly  completed,  and  ready  to  open  fire.  In 
the  iron  bomb-proof  are  three  heavy  guns,  l3elieved  to  be,  and  from  all 
reports  are,  8 -inch  columbiads.  The  three  guns  farther  to  the  left  (our 
left)  are  probably  24  or  32  pounders.  Those  still  farther  to  the  left 
bearing  on  the  channel  and  crossing  their  fire  with  the  guns  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  are  of  the  same  caliber.  There  is  at  least  one  gun  in  this  posi- 
tion, and  probably  two.  I  cannot  see  them  from  the  parapet  on  account 
of  an  intervening  sand  hill,  but  I  saw  a  gin  at  work  at  the  position  of 
one  of  the  guns.  Fort  Morris  and  the  light-house  battery  have  prob- 
ably been  strengthened. 

One  mortar  was  landed  at  Fort  Johnson,  and,  it  is  reported,  placed  in 
the  new  battery  to  the  south  of  Fort  Johnson.  Fort  Moultrie  has 
changed  very  little  of  late.  A  new  flagstaff  was  erected  a  few  days 
since,  and  the  new  State  flag  hoisted  thereon.  It  is  not  a  handsome  or 
pleasant  flag  to  look  at,  being  a  dark-blue  ground,  with  a  white  pal- 
metto and  crescent  thereon.  At  a  distance  it  is  not  unlike  a  black  flag, 
with  the  piratical  emblem  (head  and  cross-bones)  upon  it. 

In  this  fort  the  preparations  continue  with  un  abating  activity.  The 
open  spaces  which  were  left  for  the  second- tier  embrasures,  and  filled  in 
with  a  brick  wall  after  we  entered  the  fort,  were  the  weakest  points  to^ 
resist  battering.  I  have  had  them  re-enforced  in  various  ways,  some 
with  a  solid  wall  of  stone  flagging,  others  with  irons  and  lumber,  and 
others  with  earth  packed  in  between  two  partitions  of  scantling  and 
boards.  This  work  is  not  yet  completed.  The  cement  and  bricks  gave 
out  some  time  since.  In  a  few  days,  however,  I  shall  have  these  as 
secure  as  necessary. 

The  next  step  will  be  to  secure  from  breaching  fire  the  loopholed  win- 
dows and  piers  between  them  on  the  gorge.  I  am  preparing  to  plate 
the  main  gate  with  half-inch  iron,  to  construct  fougasses  on  the  gorge 
and  upon  each  face,  and  to  make  more  complete  arrangements  for  using 
shells  and  grenades  over  the  parapet.  Yesterday  I  completed  the  mines 
in  the  wharf,  and  the  preparations  for  firing  them.  I  also  cut  down  the 
brick  coping  of  the  parapet  on  the  gorge  in  front  of  one  of  the  guns, 
so  as  to  allow  it  to  be  depressed  so  as  to  sweep  the  end  of  the  wharf. 
Upon  trial  it  answered  the  expectations,  and  this  morning  the  embrasure 
thus  formed  is  being  enlarged  a  little,  so  as  to  allow  the  canister  (in  bags) 
to  strike  nearer  and  sweep  more  of  the  wharf. 

The  guard-boats  were  unusually  active  last  night,  and  rather  trouble- 
some, too,  for  one  of  them,  improving  upon  their  ordinary  tricks  of  run- 
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mug  slowly  past  the  fort  at  night  with  lights  out,  and  close  in  to  the 
fort,  suddenly  turned  and  headed  directly  in  towards  the  fort.  When 
very  close  our  sentinel  fired.  The  boat  then  sheerM  off  and  went  out 
towards  the  bar.  Loud  voices  and  noises,  as  of  riotous  conduct,  are 
reported  as  being  heard  on  board. 

If  it  should  happen  that  supplies  are  sent  to  us  by  the  Government, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  include  cement  and  bricks  enough  to  form  some 
embrasures  on  the  second  tier? 

I  propose,  if  it  meets  your  wishes,  to  write  every  day,  if  only  a  line, 
so  that  you  may  know  if  there  is  any  interruption  of  the  communi- 
cation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain,  Engineers, 

P.  S. — Please  excuse  the  half  sheets,  for  our  paper  is  getting  scarce. 


1^0.  44.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  14,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  21.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet,  as  far  as  we 
know,  around  us.  Yesterday  a  few  workmen  were  occupied  apparently 
fitting  the  blinds  in  the  einbrasures  of  the  bomb-proof  battery  on  Cum- 
mings  Point.  A  gun  was  fired  yesterday  in  the  direction  of  the  channel 
from  a  point  just  eastward  of  the  battery  between  the  bomb-proof  bat- 
tery and  the  one  which  fired  on  the  Star  of  the  West,  showing  that 
vessels  will  be  under  fire  from  Morris  Island  after  they  pass  the  first 
battery. 

I  inclose  another  sketch  *  by  Captain  Seymour,  showing  the  appearance 
of  our  area-battery  of  one  10-inch  columbiad  and  four  8-inch  sea-coast 
howitzers ;  also,  a  ground-plan  indicating  the  positions  and  bearings  of 
the  guns  in  the  area.  These  little  memoranda,  kindly  and  cheerfully 
prepared  by  the  captain,  give  clearer  views  of  the  batteries  than  I  could 
by  my  letters. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDEESGl!^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


No.  45.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  15, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

^  Colonel  :  I  find  that  the  adjutant  made  a  mistake  yesterday  in  not 
sendmg  the  sketch  mentioned  in  my  letter.  He  thinks  that  there  was 
something  in  the  envelope  when  he  put  the  letter  in  which  he  supposed 
was  the  sketch.  I  have  added  another  sketch  to-day  exhibiting  the 
direction  of  and  giving  the  distances  from  the  walls  of  our  work  to  the 
surrounding  batteries,  &c.  I  send  also  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Hon. 
D.  F.  Jamison  to  my  communication  in  reference  to  the  guard-boats. 
Like  every  other  letter  I  have  had  from  him,  it  is  courteous  and 
straightforward.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  for  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  nothing  unusual  has  been  noticed  as  having  occurred  around 
us.  Yesterday  afternoon  there  was  loud  and  long-continued  cheering 
at  Cummings  Point,  but  on  what  account  we  know  not. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBEET  ANDEESGIS^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

*  Here  omitted.    To  appeaCt  in  Atlas. 
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[Inclosures.] 

Executive  Office,  Department  of  War, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  14, 1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson: 

Sir:  Eenewed  instructions  have  been  given  to  the  officers  command- 
ing the  night  boats  to  keep  at  a  proper  distance  from  Fort  Sumter,  so 
as  to  prevent  any  collision  between  our  people  and  your  troops,  and  I 
hope  you  will  have  no  further  cause  of  complaint  on  the  subject.  I  have 
instructed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hatch,  quartermaster-general,  to  send 
over  to  Fort  Sumter  the  bundle  and  package  mentioned  in  the  note  of 
Dr.  Crawford. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

^      '  D.  F.  JAMISON. 


MAIN  SHIR  -CHANNEC 
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^o.  46.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  16,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  19.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  cannot  see  that  any 
work  is  being  carried  on  at  either  of  the  works  in  sight,  except  th8.t  at 
Fort  Moultrie  they  appear  to  be  making  some  changes.  They  may, 
perhaps,  be  engaged  in  removing  some  of  the  heaviest  of  the  guns  of 
their  battery,  either  to  place  them  in  the  floating  battery  or  on  Morris 
Island,  where  their  fire  would  be  more  effective  against  this  work  than 
it  would  be  from  Fort  Moultrie.  By  the  by,  I  should  like  to'  be  in- 
structed on  a  question  which  may  present  itself  in  reference  to  the 
floating-battery,  viz :  What  course  would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  take 
if,  without  a  declaration  of  war,  or  a  notification  of  hostilities,  I  should 
see  them  approaching  my  fort  with  that  battery?  They  may  attempt 
placing  it  within  good  distance  before  a  declaration  of  hostile  intention. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

The  wind  is  freshening  as  though  it  may  be  the  commencement  of  a 
storm. 


^o.  47.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  17,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  21.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  IsTo.  44  ri4th  instant] 
which  was  accidentally  omitted  when  the  mail  was  made  up  on  the  14th 
instant.    I  shall  hereafter  give  my  personal  attention  to  the  mailing  of 
my  letters  for  your  office. 

We  could  not  see  any  work  prosecuted  yesterday  except  that  by  small 
gangs  of  negroes,  who  were  shoveling  sand  at  the  western  end  of  the 
bomb-proof  battery  on  Cummings  Point. 

I  saw  in  the  Charleston  papers  of  yesterday  a  call  by  the  chief  en- 
gineer for  laborers  to  be  engaged  at  work  on  the  harbor  defenses. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


I'ORT  Sumter,  S.  C,  jPe&rt^c^ri/ 17,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S,  Army,  Washington,  JD,  C: 
General:  Everything  is  quiet,  and  there  are  no  evidences  of  the 
presence  of  many  troops  around  us,  nor  of  military  preparation.  The 
assumption  of  all  questions  relating  to  forts,  arsenals,  &c.,  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Southern  Confederacy  appears  to  have  placed  a  sudden 
check  upon  the  military  enterprise  of  the  South  Carolinians.  The  only 
operation  performed  yesterday  was  the  firing  of  three  shots  from  the 
iron  bomb-proof  battery  on  Cummings  Point,  apparently  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  the  Embrasure  shutters.  These  shutters  appear  to  be  of 
iron,  and  are  arranged  like  a  trap-door,  with  a  hinge  at  the  upper  edge, 
so  that  two  men  can  open  it— having,  probably,  a  counterpoise  in  the 
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I  think  these  batteries  can  be  destroyed  by  our  fire  by  concentrating 
it  upon  one  embrasure  at  a  time,  and  aiming  at  the  embrasure  itself. 

I  cannot  yet  determine  what  is  being  done  at  Fort  Moultrie.     In  ad- 
dition to  the  sand  bags,  which  raises  the  sole  of  the  exterior  about  two 
feet,  the  whole  embrasure  is  filled  with  a  large  bag  of  wool  or  cotton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 


]sro.  48. 1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  February  18, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  did  not  observe  that 
any  work  was  being  carried  on  within  view  yesterday  except  by  a  small 
party  of  negroes,  engaged  in  extending  the  covered  way  from  the  bomb- 
proof battery  in  the  direction  of  the  steamboat  landing  near  it. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEET  ANDEESOISr, 
Major,  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


No.  49.]  •  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  19, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  South  Carolinians  are 
still  at  work  near  the  bomb-proof  battery  on  Cummings  Point.  I  am 
not  certain  as  to  their  intentions.  The  accompanying  sketch,  just  taken 
by  Captain  Seymour,  shows  the  appearance  of  their  work  as  we  see  it 
from  our  walls.* 

We  are  daily  adding  to  our  defensive  arrangements.  I  have  had  the 
parapet  cut  down  in  front  of  one  of  the  24-pounders  on  the  gorge,  which, 
by  a  slight  alteration  of  the  carriage,  &c.,  enables  me  to  get  a  depres- 
sion of  18JO,  thus  commanding,  with  a  charge  of  canister,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  wharf  and  the  right  basin.  I  am  also  having  some  of 
the  flagging  removed  at  the  base  of  the  wall  in  various  places,  thus 
obstructing  their  movements  in  the  event  of  their  effecting  a  landing 
at  the  base  of  our  work. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AI^DEESOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery ,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  letter  was  written,  the  inclosed  copy  was 
handed  me  of  the  proceedings  of  the  council  of  administration  on  the 
application  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Menes,  of  Bath,  Me;,  for  the  chaplaincy  of 
this  post.  Although  very  desirous  of  having  the  privilege  of  having  a 
chaplain  here,  I  cannot  but  think  that  in  the  present  condition  of 
affairs,  and  this,  too,  not  having  been  designated  as  a  chaplaincy  post, 
it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have  one  now  sent  us.  I  appreciate  very 
highly  the  motives  which  appear  to  have  governed  the  reverend  gentle- 
man in  making  his  application,  and  regret  that  it  has  not  been  deemed 
proper  to  ask  that  his  request  should  be  granted. 

EespectfuUy, 
'  E.  A. 

*  Hero  omitted.    To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  B.  (7.,  February  20,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L.  Scott,  A.  B.  C,  <&c.,  New  Yorlc: 

See  Captain  Ward,  commanding  the  Kortli  Carolina,  receiving  ship, 
and  ask  him  to  get  his  squadron  ready  as  soon  as  he  can,  and  let  you 
know  how  many  recruits  he  will  want  in  addition  to  his  marines  5  learn, 
also,  what  subsistence  stores  he  will  want,  including  a  good  quantity  of 
desiccated  vegetables;  also  coals,  &c.  See  that  he  is  supplied  with 
everything  for  Anderson.  I  shall  write  to-morrow.  Ko  time  now. 
Afraid  of  the  wires. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Ko.  50.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  20, 1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  23.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  work,  a  sketch  of 
which  was  sent  yesterday,  is  this  morning  nearly  as  high  as  the  bomb- 
proof battery.  Another  battery  has  been  discovered  on  Morris  Island, 
just  under  the  point  of  the  woods,  and  to  the -right  of  and  near  to  the 
battery  from  which  the  Star  of  the  West  was  fired  upon.  See  sketch  of 
that  island  forwarded  in  Ko.  45.  * 

They  are  also  extending  the  glacis  in  front  of  the  southwest  face  of 
Fort  Moultrie. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  A:N^DERS0K, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  20,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S,  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  :  Kot  having  yet  been  able  to  obtain  my  papers  from  the 
office  in  the  city,  although  I  have  made  arrangements  by  which  I  shall 
soon  get  them,  I  thought  it  best  to  send  off  at  once  the  monthly  papers, 
aiid  then  to  make  out  and  send  the  cash  statements  and  quarterly  re- 
turns as  soon  as  I  obtain  my  vouchers  from  town.  I  therefore  inclose 
to-day  the  following,  viz : 

Eeport  of  operations  for  Fort  Sumter  for  December,  1860. 

Eeport  of  operations  for  preservation  of  site  of  Fort  Moultrie  for  De- 
cember, 1860. 

Eeport  of  operations  for  Castle  Pinckney  for  December,  1860. 

«U,  jz.  «1>  jt>  ^u  ^u  ^t 

W  •«■  TV  •VT  TT  T^  T^ 

The  operations  of  the  South  Carolinians  around  us  are  principally 
confined  to  their  line  of  works  on  Cummings  Point,  westward  towards 
the  extreme  point  of  the  land.  The  negroes  that  were  brought  down 
day  before  yesterday  are  still  at  work  upon  the  embankment  of  the 
parapet  of  this  extension.  It  is  probably  their  intention  to  form  either 
a  mortar  battery  or  another  breaching  battery.  The  work,  however, 
does  not  advance  very  rapidly.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  weather, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  pleasant  days,  has  been  exces- 
sively unfavorable  to  field  operations,  almost  from  the  very  day  we  came 

*  Not  found,  but  see  incdosure  in  Foster  to  Totten,  April  5,  ;posf. 
12  RR 
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from  Fort  Moultrie.    In  addition,  it  strikes  me  that  tliere  is  no  great 
vigor  exhibited  in  hurrying  forward  the  work  at  present. 

The  arrangement  that  I  spoke  of  above  for  getting  my  vouchers  and 
the  records  of  the  ofifice  is  this :  General  Jamison,  Secretary  of  War  of 
South  OaroUna,  in  reply  to  a  request  from  me  either  to  allow  my  former 
clerk  to  collect  and  send  down  my  papers,  &c.,  or  to  permit  my  present 
clerk  to  go  to  town  for  this  purpose,  has  informed  me  that  he  has 
directed  my  former  clerk  (now  Lieut.  Jos.  J.  Legar^,  South  Carolina  En- 
gineer Corps)  to  collect  and  send  to  me  all  the  property  in  my  office  in 
town,  belonging  to  me  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  that 
I  might  want.  1  have  accordingly  written  to  .send  all  the  vouchers, 
papers,  records,  and  maps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

[Inclosures.] 

January  1, 1861. 

Extract  from  report  of  operations  at  Fort  Sumter^  8.  (7.,  for  the  month  of 

December^  1860. 

The  operations  of  the  month  were  steadily  increased  from  the  1st  to 
the  26th.  The  casemate  arches  were  completed  5  the  bluestone  flagging 
of  the  first  tier  inside  of  the  outer  traverse  circles  was  laid  on  the  two 
faces  and  a  part  of  the  right  flank ;  all  of  the  traverse  stones  of  the  first 
tier  were  reset ;  the  granite  flagging  of  the  second  tier  on  the  right  face 
was  laid ;  the  construction  of  the  embrasures  of  the  second  tier  was 
commenced,  and  the  finishing  of  the  east  barrack  was  also  commenced. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th  Major  Anderson  transferred  his  command 
from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  assumed  command  of  the  fort. 
The  Engineer  force  broke  up  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  the  ma 
jority  of  the  men  left  the  fort.  The  regular  work  was  then  stopped,  and 
all  the  remaining  force  was  at  once  put  at  work  mounting  guns,  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Snyder,  and  otherwise  preparing  to  meet  and  re- 
pulse any  attack  that  the  forces  of  the  State  might  make  upon  us. 

The  few  remaining  days  of  the  monOh  were  thus  employed.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  material  remaining  on  hand  was  of  great  value  in 
making  the  preparations,  and  everything  was  freely  used  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers. 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  January  1, 1861. 
Extract  from  report  of  operations  at  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Moul- 
trie, for  the  month  of  Decemher,  1860. 

The  operations  of  the  month  were  brought  to  a  sudden  close  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  fort  by  Major  Anderson's  command,  on  the  night  of 
the  26th  of  December,  and  its  occupation  by  the  troops  of  South  Carolina 
on  the  following  evening.  My  letters  previous  to  that  time  gave  so 
full  an  account  of  the  work  being  done  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat 
it  here,  especially  as  the  report  is  delayed  much  beyond  the  usual  time. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 
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Fort  Sumter,  January  1, 1861. 

Extract  from  re]^ort  of  operations  at  Castle  PincJcneyj  Charleston  Harbor^ 
S,  C.J  for  the  month  of  December,  1860. 


The  operations  of  the  month  comprise  the  organization  of  the  mess- 
ing and  lodging  arrangements  for  the  party,  the  policing  of  the  work, 
the  putting  all  the  guns  and  carriages  in  good  working  order,  the 
repairing  and  securing  of  tJie  embrasure  shutters  and  the  main  gate,  the 
rebuilding  of  the  cistern  in  the  east  circular  half  bastion,  and  the  com- 
mencement to  rebuild  the  wooden  banquettes  in  the  half  bastions.  The 
work,  with  all  the  property  that  it  contained,  was  forcibly  taken  posses- 
sion of  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  by  the  troops  of  South  Carolina,  an 
entrance  being  effected  by  scaling  the  wall  at  the  circular  bastion  by 
means  of  ladders. 

Lieut.  E.  K.  Meade,  Oorx)s  of  Engineers,  in  charge,  was  suffered  to 
withdraw  to  Fort  Sumter,  where  he  reported  to  me. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  JD.  C,  February  21,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L.  Scott,  Acting  Adjutant- General,  New  YorTc : 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  made  by  Lieutenant  Hall, 
showing  what  articles  are  required  at  Fort  Sumter,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  supplies  of  the  Subsistence  Department,  which  the  General-in-Chief 
wishes  you  to  take  measures  to  procure  and  have  transferred  to  Captain 
Ward  of  the  Navy,  if  he  can  take  them  on  his  vessels. 

Please  also  have  prepared  as  large  a  supply  of  subsistence  as  Captain 
Ward  can  take,  including  desiccated  vegetables  and  potted  meats. 

When  the  expedition  under  Captain  Ward  shall  sail  (time  yet  uncer- 
tain) he  may  require  a  detachment  of  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  recruits, 
with  or  without  officers,  as  he  may  wish.  See  that  they  are  confidentially 
prepared  for  that  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No  51.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  21, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  are  still  busily  occu- 
pied extending  the  work  at  Cummings  Point,  and  also  the  glacis  at  Fort 
Moultrie.  We  are  placing  the  heavy  pieces  of  wrought  iron,  intended 
for  the  second  tier  of  embrasures,  in  the  outer  recesses  of  the  windows 
of  the  second-story  gorge  front.  They  will  act  as  good  fenders  there. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AI^DEES0:N^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  February  21, 1861. 

General  elos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  roll  of 
letter  paper  from  the  Engineer  Office.  The  work  on  the  hostile  bat- 
teries on  Oummings  Point  continues  slowly. 

This  morning  a  flag  was  raised  up  on  a  flagstaff  situated  neaa?ly  in  the 
middle  of  the  north  front  of  the  portion  of  the  entrenchments  denomi- 
nated the  "field  work"  in  my  letter  of  the* 27th  January.  The  body 
of  the  flag  is  red,  with  a  blue  union  in  the  upper  staff  corner,  having 
upon  it  the  palmetto  and  crescent  in  white. 

My  operations  continue.  The  plating  of 
the  outer  gate  with  half-inch  iron  will  be 
completed  at  noon  to-day.  The  placing  of 
the  cheek  irons  for  the  embrasures  in  the  re- 
cesses of  the  windows  on  the  gorge,  second 
tier,  has  been  carried  as  far  as  the  main 
gate  from  the  southeast  angle.  The  irons 
are  placed  as  shown  in  the  margin.  Stones 
are  placed  in  the  recesses  on  the  first  tier. 
These,  although  not  as  good  as  they  might 
be  will  answer  for  the  present,  and  if  broken  by  a  breaching  fire  can  be 
more  easily  replaced  than  they  could  be  if  they  were  on  the  second  tier. 


Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 


J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain,  Ejigineers. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Neiv  YorTc,  February  22,  1861. 

[Col.  L.  Thomas,  A.  A,  G. :] 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confiden- 
tial letter  of  the  21st  instant,  conveying  instructions  of  the  General-in- 
Chief.  I  have  already  taken  steps  towards  executing  those  instructions, 
by  conferring  with  Captain  Ward,  of  the  l^avy,  and  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  of  subsistence  on  duty  in  this  city.  I  shall  see  Major 
Thornton  to-morrow.  Captain  Ward  will  not  be  able  to  take  any  bales 
of  hay  for  bedding  purposes,  and  at  his  suggestion  I  propose  to  send 
mattresses  to  Fort  Sumter  instead,  unless  objected  to  by  the  General-in 
Chief.  Captain  Ward  will  provide  the  coal  and  wood  which  Lieutenant 
HalFs  memorandum  calls  for.  In  relation  to  clothing,  I  am  unable  to 
make  out  what  the  memorandum  requires.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
writing  myself  to  Philadelphia,  I  beg  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be 
given  from  Washington  to  the  clothing  officers  in  Philadelphia  to  send 
to  Colonel  Tompkins  here  the  clothing  required  by  the  memorandum, 
and  the  garrison  flag  and  cord  for  lanyards  on  this  same  memorandum. 
I  shall  see  that  everything  else  on  the  memorandum  is  provided  here, 
including  such  groceries  as  might  be  for  sale  to  officers,  «&c.  The 
clothing  should  be  put  up  in  small  bales,  so  that  it  may  be  distributed 
among  the  vessels.  Colonel  Tompkins  will  attend  to  its  proper  mark- 
ing after  its  arrival  here.    Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  give  the 
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order  to  the  clothing  department.    I  saw  Commodore  Bruce,  who  will 
do  all  that  he  can,  but  hopes  to  receive  instructions. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — I  have  arranged  with  Captain  Ward  to  send  all  the  stores,  &c., 
on  board  the  I^orth  Carolina,  addressed  to  him.  He  will  attend  to 
their  distribution  among  his  vessels. 

H.  L.  S.,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 


Ko.  52.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  22,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  are  forming  three 
embrasures  in  the  work  near  the  bomb-proof  battery.  We  are,  as  I 
write  (12  m.),  firing  a  national  salute  from  our  battery  in  honor  of  the 
day. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AI^DERSOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  22, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  D.  0. : 

General  :  The  work  on  the  third  breaching  battery  on  Cummings 
Point  has  progressed  so  that  the  embrasures,  three  in  number,  are  being 
commenced.  Some  work  was  also  done  on  Fort  Moultrie  yesterday  and 
the  day  before  5  at  least  it  was  commenced  the  day  before.  This  con- 
sists of  a  parapet  of  earth  in  front  of  the  scarp  wall  of  the  front  that  faces 
us,  apparently  intended  to  serve  as  a  glacis,  as  it  rises  to  the  height  of 
the  cordon.  It  is  revetted  on  the  side  next  the  scar])  wall  with  barrels, 
and  has  a  pretty  steep  slope  upon  the  side  towards  us. 


The  parallelogram  a  b  shows  its  position  very  nearly.    This  sketch  in 
black*  shows  in  a  rough  way  the  condition  of  the  fort  when  we  left  it, 

*  In  original  sketch  a  &  is  drawn  in  red. 
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being  bordered  on  all  sides  but  one  with  a  shallow  wet  ditch  and  picket 
fence,  which  fence  was  again  protected  by  a  small  glacis  in  front  of  it. 
The  large  glacis  on  the  sea  front  was  very  nearly  completed,  and  the 
second  caponiere  would  have  been  completed  and  the  guns  mounted  in 

four  days. 

This  morning  atsunrise  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns  was  fired  from  Castle 
Pinckney.    I  understand  that  Major  Anderson  has  ordered  a  salute  to 
be  fired  at  noon  to-day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 


War  Department,  February  23, 1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson, 

First  Artillery^  Commanding  Fort  Sumter^  Charleston  Harbor y  S.  C: 

Sir  :  It  is  proper  I  should  state  distinctly  that  you  hold  Fort  Sumter 
as  you  held  Fort  Moultrie,  under  the  verbal  orders  communicated  by 
Major  Buell,*  subsequently  modified  by  instructions  addressed  to  you 
from  this  Department,  under  date  of  the  21st  of  December,  1860. 

In  your  letter  to  Adjutant- General  Cooper,  of  the  16th  instant,  you  say : 

I  should  like  to  be  instructed  on  a  question  which  may  present  itself  in  reference  to 
the  floating  battery,  viz  :  What  course  would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  take  if,  without 
a  declaration  of  war  or  a  notification  of  hostilities,  I  should  see  them  approaching  my 
fort  with  that  battery  ?  They  may  attempt  placing  it  within  good  distance  before  a 
declaration  of  hostile  intention. 

It  is  not  easy  to  answer  satisfactorily  this  important  question  at  this 
distance  from  the  scene  of  action.  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary I  said: 

You  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  to  avoid,  by 
all  means  compatible  with  the  safety  of  your  command,  a  collision  with  the  hostile 
forces  by  which  you  are  surrounded. 

The  policy  thus  indicated  must  still  govern  your  conduct. 

The  President  is  not  disposed  at  the  present  moment  to  change  the 
instructions  under  which  you  have  been  heretofore  acting,  or  to  occupy 
any  other  than  a  defensive  position.  K,  however,  you  are  convinced  by 
sufficient  evidence  that  the  raft  of  which  you  speak  is  advancing  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  assault  upon  the  fort,  then  you  would  be  justified 
on  the  principle  of  self-defense  in  not  awaiting  its  actual  arrival  there, 
but  in  repelling  force  by  force  on  its  approach.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  approaching  merely  to  take  up  a 
position  at  a  good  distance  should  the  pending  question  be  not  amicably 
settled,  then,  unless  your  safety  is  so  clearly  endangered  as  to  render 
resistance  an  act  of  necessary  self-defense  and  protection,  you  will  act 
with  that  forbearance  which  has  distinguished  you  heretofore  in  permit- 
ting the  South  Carolinians  to  strengthen  Fort  Moultrie  and  erect  new 
batteries  for  the  defense  of  the  harbor.  This  will  be  but  a  redemption 
of  the  implied  pledge  contained  in  mj'  letter  on  behalf  of  the  President 
to  Colonel  Hayne,  in  which,  when  speaking  of  Fort  Sumter,  it  is  said : 

The  attitude  of  that  garrison,  as  has  been  often  declared,  is  neither  menacing,  nor 
defiant,  nor  unfriendly.  It  is  acting  imder  orders  to  stand  strictly  on  the  defensive, 
and  the  government  and  people  of  South  Carolina  must  know  that  they  can  never 
receive  aught  but  shelter  from  its  guns,  unless,  in  the  absence  of  all  provocation,  they 
should  assault  it  and  seek  its  destruction. 


*  See  Major  Buell's  memorandum,  December  11,  1860,  p.  89. 
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A  dispatch  received  in  this  city  a  few  days  since  from  Governor  Pick- 
ens, connected  with  the  declaration  on  the  part  of  those  convened  at 
Montgomery,  claiming  to  act  on  behalf  of  Sonth  Carolina  as  well  as  the 
other  seceded  States,  that  the  question  of  the  possession  of  the  forts  and 
other  public  property  therein  had  been  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
individual  States  and  would  probably  be  preceded  in  its  settlement  by 
negotiation  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  has  impressed 
the  President  with  a  belief  that  there  will  be  no  immediate  attack  on 
Fort  Sumter,  and  the  hope  is  indulged  that  wise  and  patriotic  counsels 
may  prevail  and  prevent  it  altogether. 

The  labors  of  the  Peace  Congress  have  not  yet  closed,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  that  body  here  adds  another  to  the  powerful  motives  already 
existing  for  the  adoption  of  every  measure, .  except  in  necessary  self- 
defense,  for  avoiding  a  collision  with  the  forces  that  surround  you. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 


1^0.  53.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  23,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  February  26.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  some  slips  from  the 
Charleston  Mercury  of  yesterday.  That  paper  publishes  everything 
that  is  calculated  to  bring  on  a  collision.  I  do  not  consider  the  rumor 
worthy  of  the  least  attention,  but  it  accounts  for  the  increased  vigor 
exhibited  last  night,  and  continued-  to-day,  in  pushing  forward  their 
works  on  Cummings  Point  and  at  Fort  Moultrie.  They  were  working 
at  the  former  place  until  midnight  last  night,  and  a  large  force  is  busy 
there  now  on  the  parapet  (in  which  openings  are  formed  apparently 
for  four  embrasures),  and  in  hauling  up  timbers  from  a  raft.  A  large 
shed  has  been  put  up,  which  may  be  intended  for  a  bomb-proof  store- 
house or  a  magazine.  At  Fort  Moultrie  the  glacis  is  being  rapidly  ex- 
tended, and  it  is  high  enough  to  cover  their  wall,  as  if  ^  they  expected 
me  to  attempt  breaching  it.  They  are  also  at  work  this  morning  on  the 
gun  battery  at  Fort  Johnson. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AI^DEESOI^, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding 

[Inclosures.] 
FEDERAL  RE-ENFORCEMENTS  AT  HAND. 

The  special  dispatches  of  the  Mercury  announcing  that  a  stealthy  re-enforcement  of 
Fort  Sumter  had  been  determined  on,  and  that  Federal  troops,  in  boats,  might  be 
expected  at  any  moment  that  circumstances  should  happen  to  favor  their  attempt  to 
reach  the  fort,  were  confirmed  about  9  o'clock  last  night  by  telegrams  received  by  the 
governor.  Shortly  afterwards  dispatches  came  up  from  Fort  Moultrie^  stating  that 
the  lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  harbor  watch  had  reported  that  he  was  informed  by  a 
pilot  that  the  steamship  Daniel  Webster  had  been  seen  by  him  off  Cape  Romain  at 
noon.  Notice  was  immediately  given  to  the  different  posts.  General  Dunovaut  and 
Captain  Hamilton  proceeded  immediately  to  Fort  Moultrie;  Major  Stevens  repaired 
to  the  Morris  Island  batteries.  Everything  was  got  in  readiness  for  the  expected 
visitors. 

Up  to  the  hour  at  which  we  go  to  press  (half  past  4  o'clock)  there  has  been  nothing 
seen  either  of  the  Daniel  Webster  or  her  boats.  We  are  very  sure  that  the  gallant 
troops  on  Morris  and  Sullivan's  Islands  will  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  both. 
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Washington,  February  21 — 6  p.  m. 

There  is  the  besfc  of  reason  for  believing  that  Holt  designs  re-enforcing  secretly,  by 
boats  at  ni"-ht.  The  re-enforcements  have  already  been  sent.  You  may  look  out  for 
thciu'at  any  moment.  The  programme  is  also  to  surround  Fort  Pickens  with  ships  of 
war  '  That  post  is  considered  impregnable  to  the  Southern  forces.  The  whole  anxiety 
of  Scott  and  the  coercionists  centers  now  in  Fort  Sumter.  There  the  Cabinet  has  de- 
tcrininod  that  Lincoln  shall  find  everything  ready  to  his  hand. 

Fort  Sumter.— The  Washington  correspondents  of  Northern  papers  are  continually 
disposing  of  this  formidable  post  in  divers  ways.  The  last  bulletin  which  we  notice 
"  settles'the  fact "  in  this  summary  style  : 

''I  have  iust  read  a  i^rivate  letter  from  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  formerly  m  Con- 
♦n-css  from  that  State,  which  states  that  Fort  Sumter  will  be  taken,  at  whatever  cost 
of  life,  on  or  before  the  4th  of  March  next.  The  writer  is  himself  to  take  part  in  the 
enterprise,  and  as  he  is  also  perfectly  well  informed  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the 
State  authorities,  it  may  be  considered  that  this  information  settles  the  fact,  if  there 
is  any  doubt  of  it,  that*^  the  fort  is  to  be  taken,  and  without  reference  to  what  the 
Montgomery  government  may  advise  or  order  on  the  subject." 


FoRT  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  23,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington^  D.  0.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  work  upon  the  bat- 
teries on  Cummings  Point  was  continued  last  night  until  12  o'clock. 
This  increased  activity  seemed  to  have  been  consequent  upon  the  visit 
of  some  official  of  rank,  probably  Governor  Pickens,  to  these  batteries  in 
the  afternoon.  Guns  were  fired  from  the  batteries  and  from  Fort  Moul- 
trie in  considerable  numbers  about  the  same  time  that  the  steamers 
[arrived]  bearing  the  person  or  persons  who  were  visiting  the  batteries, 
and  were  either  salutes  of  six  and  seven  guns  each  or  were  merely  prac- 
tice firing.  The  principal  work  consists  of  that  upon  the  battery  that  I 
reported  yesterday  as  being  in  process  of  construction,  and  upon  the 
erection  of  sheds  of  this  form — 


wM////m////mm 

which  you  perceive  can  be  turned  into  bomb-proofs,  covering  them  with 
earth.  One  of  these,  situated  at  the  extreme  western  point  of  Cum- 
mings Point,  is  already  up,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  rafts  were  towed 
there  last  night  to  construct  two  or  three  more. 

At  Fort  Moultrie  a  force  of  about  fifty  laborers  is  still  at  work  em- 
banking the  glacis  in  front  of  the  face  towards  us.  Yesterday  I  com- 
pleted placing  the  cheek  irons  for  the  embrasures  in  the  recesses  of  the 
windows  on  the  gorge,  and  to-day  I^  shall  charge  the  fougasses  on  the 
esplanade  at  the  gorge,  and  then  commence  clearing  the  parade  of  rub- 
bish. I  have  also  to  take  down  another  temporary  building  to  obtain 
fuel.  I  have  a  second  one  yet  standing,  that  will  furnish  fuel  as  long- 
as  the  provisions  will  last.    The  weather  is  very  pleasant  and  warm. 

I  received  from  the  Department  another  roll  of  writing  paper  to-day, 
with  two  bundles  of  envelopes,  one  of  large  and  the  other  of  medium 
letter  size. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Ca^ptain^  Engineers, 


Chap.  1.1  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. — UNION.  185 

IS'o.  54. J  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  February  24, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  operations  mentioned  in 
1^0.  53  were  continued  through  the  day.  Early  this  morning  a  few 
negroes  were  seen  shoveling  sand  at  the  new  battery  on  Cummings 
Point,  but,  perhaps,  in  respect  for  the  day,  the  work  appears  to  be  now 
suspended. 

I  feel  that  I  have  omitted  too  long  placing  officially  on  record  the 
expression  of  my  acknowledgments  and  thanks  for  the  kindness  shown 
by  Asst.  Surg.  S.  W.  Crawford,  Medical  Department,  and  Lieutenants 
Snyder  and  Meade,  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  in  volunteering  to  relieve  the 
company  officers  of  this  post  by  taking  their  turns  as  officers  of  the  day. 

Dr.  Crawford  commenced  taking  his  tour  as  officer  of  the  day  regu- 
larly soon  after  we  came  over  here,  and  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade 
offered  their  services  as  soon  as  tliey  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  do  so. 
I  am  under  many  obligations  to  these  gentlemen  for  their  having  thus 
come  forward  to  the  relief  of  their  brother  officers,  on  whom  the  duties 
of  the  post  were  pressing  very  heavily. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AlNTDEESOl!^, 

^  Major  J  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


No.  55.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  25, 1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  Gr.  O.,  February  25.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  Z7.  S.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  after  midday, 
large  parties  were  at  work  at  Cummings  Point  on  a  new  battery  and  on 
the  covered  way  leading  from  the  bomb-proof  battery  to  the  first  battery 
to  the  eastward  of  it,  and  also  on  the  gun  battery  at  Fort  Johnson.  They 
are  placing  muck  on  the  mortar  battery  at  Fort  Johnson.  This  morning 
a  large  force  is  engaged  on  the  covered  way  on  Cummings  Point,  and 
smaller  parties  on  the  new  battery  this  side  of  the  bomb-proof  battery, 
and  extending  the  glacis  at  Fort  Moultrie.  I  am  having  some  of  my 
guns  moved  from  the  right  to  the  left  face  of  this  fort,  where  they  will 
be  equally  effective  for  the  purpose  I  wish  them,  and  will  be  safe  from 
the  fire  of  the  Morris  Island  battery  constructed  to  take  them  in  the 
flank. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOI^, 
Mmorf  First  Artillery ^  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  February  25, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ,  8.  Army,  Waslmigton,  D.  C. : 

General: 

******* 

The  sudden  change  from  the  warm  temperature  of  yesterday  to  the 
cold  and  wind  of  to-day  seems  to  have  a  chilling  effect  upon  the  negro 
laborers  employed  on  the  parapet  of  the  new  battery  at  Cummings 
Point,  and  they  have  been  mostly  withdrawn  and  placed  at  work  in 
the  ditch  of  the  curtain  connecting  the  iron  bomb-proof  battery  and  the 
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three-gun  battery  in  the  field  work  to  the  east.  The  high  wind  of  last 
night  blew  down'  the  storehouse  and  quarters  that  I  mentioned  yester- 
day and  the  day  before. 

At  the  mortar  battery  south  of  Fort  Johnson  a  party  commenced 
work  soon  after  dinner  yesterday  (Sunday)  and  worked  until  night, 
throwmg  up  a  mass  of  muck  in  front  of  and  against  the  parapet,  appar- 
ently to  protect  it  from  the  wash  of  the  surf,  and  also  to  increase  its 
thickness. 

On  Fort  Moultrie  they  are  still  at  work  at  the  glacis.  It  appears 
now  that  it  is  not  so  nearly  parallel  to  the  face  that  fronts  us  as  I  drew  it 
in  my  letter  two  days  since,  but  rather  inclines  to  be  parallel  with  the 
beach.  It  is  already  extended  so  as  to  cross  «^  Fort  street."  It  is  evi- 
dent that  this  may  be  used  as  a  shelter  for  a  line  of  mortars,  but  I 
hardly  believe  it  will  be  so  used,  as  there  is  already  built  a  battery  for 
mortars  lower  down  the  island. 

The  South  Carolinians  had  only  three  or  four  mortars,  and  I  have 
heard  of  the  arrival  of  but  three  since  the  commencement  of  hostile 
preparations. 

The  health  of  the  command  is  very  good,  with  no  sickness  among  the 
officers  or  men  of  sufficient  importance  to  take  them  from  a  single  day's 
duty.  Major  Anderson  is  and  has  been  well,  and  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  the  report  of  his  illness. 

I  received  yesterday  a  note  from  Captain  Wright,  containing  some 
interesting  private  information,  and  take  this  means  of  acknowledging 
it,  so  that  he  may  know  that  it  was  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 


No.  m.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  26, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  If.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  appear  to  be  strength- 
ening the  covered  way  on  Cummings  Point,  and  that  they  are  this  morn- 
ing fitting  in  the  timber  frame  for  the  third  embrasure  of  the  battery  at 
the  end  of  the  point  nearest  to  us.  They  are  still  at  work  on  the  glacis  at 
Fort  Moultrie,  and  appear  to  have  extended  wings  back  from  the  mor- 
tar battery  near  Fort  Johnson. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOK, 
Major,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February  26, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
General  :  Very  little  appears  to  be  done  since  yesterday,  although 
quite  a  large  force  of  laborers  have  been  at  work  upon  the  tliird  breach- 
ing battery  and  upon  the  curtain  connecting  the  first  and  the  second 
(the  iron  bomb-proof  battery).  A  second  embrasure  was  formed  in  the 
third  battery.  The  work  upon  the  curtain  has  apparently  for  object  to 
excavate  the  ditch  deeper,  throwing  out  all  the  sand  that  had  blown  in, 
and  to  make  the  parapet  stronger.    It  will  .thus  serve  as  an  admirable 
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position  for  a  Hue  of  mortars.    The  work  on  the  other  batteries  around 
us  was  hardly  worthy  of  note  yesterday. 

The  troops  on  Fort  Moultrie  practiced  with  ball  to  obtain  the  ranges 
of  the  channel  and  especially  of  that  point  in  the  main  channel  where 
it  turns  towards  the  city.  The  buoy  on  this  side  of  the  channel  at  this 
point  is  five  eighths  of  a  mile  from  as,  in  a  direction  a  little  south  of  east. 
The  practice  was  excellent,  all  the  shot  striking  the  water  nearly  in  the 
same  spot;  so  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ranges  are  well  Understood  now, 
and  any  vessel  coming  in  mus,t  not  expect  to  fare  as  well  as  the  Star  of 
the  West. 

The  second  fougasse  on  the  gorge  was  charged,  means  for  firing  ar- 
ranged, and  the  stone  loaded  upon  it  during  the  day  yesterday. 

I  am  to  submit  to-day  to  Major  Anderson  a  written  memorandum  of 
the  condition  of  the  work  and  its  capabilities  to  resist  a  bombardment, 
together  with  any  additional  preparations  that  I  have  to  suggest.  He 
also  requires  the  same  of  Ijieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade. 

I  am  now  taking  down  a  third  temporary  building  to  obtain  fuel. 
There  are  two  other  buildings  remaining,  besides  which  are  twelve  gun 
carriages.    I  have  a  small  quantity  of  new  lumber  reserved  for  emer- 
gencies.    Our  supplies  and  mails  come  from  town  as  usual. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  28,  1861. 
Maj.  E.  Anderson, 

First  Artillery^  Commanding  Fort  Sumter ^  Charleston^  S.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  communications,  in- 
cluding ]Sro.  55,  of  the  25th  instant.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me 
to  send  you  the  inclosed  slip,  and  to  say  that  the  Peace  Convention  yes- 
terday agreed  upon  the  basis  of  a  settlement  of  our  political  difficulties, 
which  was  reported  to  Congress.  The  Secretary  entertains  the  hope 
that  nothing  will  occur  now  of  a  hostile  character. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE,  Adjutant- General 

llnclosure.] 

The  Commissioners  from  the  Southern  Confederacy  are  expected  to 
arrive  here  before  the  close  of  this  week.  They  are  accredited  to  the 
incoming  administration,  and  pending  the  efforts  to  negotiate,  nothing 
will  be  done  calculated  to  disturb  the  public  peace. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  February,  28,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S.  Army,  Washington,  J>.  C. : 

General  :  Yesterday  and  to-day  being  pleasant,  the  work  upon  the 
Cummings  Point  batteries  has  progressed  well.  The  third  battery  for 
breaching  is  nearly  completed,  three  embrasures  being  fully  constructed 
and  a  fourth  nearly  so.  Four  24-pounder  guns  were  landed  yesterday, 
evidently  to  arm  this  battery.    They  were  upon  siege  carriages. 
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The  work  tliat  I  spoke  of  in  my  last  letter  as  being  commenced  upon 
the  middle  of  the  curtain,  connecting  the  first  breaching  battery  and 
the  second,  has  not  sufficiently  developed  itself  to  be  positive  in  its 
character,  but  it  appears  to  be  a  large  magazine  and  a  battery  for  three 
or  more  guns.  A  considerable  force  is  also  at  work  on  that  portion  of 
the  field  work  looking  towards  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  channel,  but  I 
cannot  see  what  is  being  done.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  construc- 
tion of  one  or  more  embrasures,  in  addition  to  the  one  there  before,  to 
fire  on  the  channel.  The  floating  raft' intended  to  be  used  to  breach  the 
walls  of  this  fort  was  launched  yesterday  in  town.  I  can  see  it  with  my 
glass.  The  iron  does  not  appear  to  have  been  yet  put  upon  the  timber. 
If  I  am  correct  in  this,  it  will  require  several  days  to  prepare  it  for 
action. 

Yesterday  I  was  principally  employed  in  demolishing  the  temporary 
building  for  fuel,  removing  materials,  &c.,  of  blacksmith  shop  to  the 
casemates,  clearing  the  parade,  &c. 

I  have  strongly  recommended  the  increasing  of  the  present  armament 
of  the  gorge  (six  24-pounders)  at  once,  by  means  of  the  casemate  car- 
riages, so  altered  as  to  answer  for  barbette  carriages,  but  the  recommen- 
dation has  not  yet  been  acted  on. 

I  did  not  write  to  the  Department  yesterday  morning,  having  been 
closely  employed  until  it  was  too  late  to  do  so  before  the  mail  closed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 


]S"o.  59.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  1, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred 
to-day,  except  the  arrival  from  the  city  of  a  steamboat,  fully  loaded  with 
troops,  at  SuUivan^s  Island.  The  works  around  us  are  being  carried  on 
with  the  same  activity  as  heretofore.  Yesterday  some  guns  were  fired 
from  a  battery  on  Sullivan's  Island  to  the  eastward  of  the  Moultrie 
House. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDEESGN, 
Major ^  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  1, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8,  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance 
connected  with  the  hostile  batteries  around  us  has  transpired  since  I 
wrote  yesterday.  The  work  then  in  progress  on  the  batteries  on  Cum- 
mings  Point  has  continued  steadily,  but  without  any  marked  activity  j 
the  fourth  embrasure  in  battery  I^o.  3  (breaching)  is  revetted  and  the 
parapet  nearly  finished ;  the  work  on  the  curtain  of  1  and  2  is  either 
a  magazine  or  a  bomb-proof  of  timber  to  be  used  as  a  battery,  like 
battery  No.  2.  Little  of  note  is  observed  at  Fort  Moultrie.  The  large 
bag  of  cotton  or  wool  still  remains  in  each  embrasure  precisely  as  it 
was  placed  some  time  ago,  which  makes  me  now  believe  that  the  guns 
on  that  face  have  really  been  dismounted  to  be  used  in  other  batteries. 
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The  guns  looking  toward  the  channel  are  covered  by  high  and  solid 
merlons  so  that  they  cannot  be  taken  in  flank,  and  are  kept  in  good  work- 
ing order,  as  is  evidenced  by  their  frequent  practice.  Last  evening  the 
South  Carolinians  practiced  from  the  batteries  on  Oummings  Point, 
from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  from  the  channel  battery  above  the  Moultrie 
House,  on  Sullivan's  Island.  I  cannot  obtain  with  the  glass  satisfac- 
tory observations  of  what  is  being  done  with  the  floating  breach  battery 
or  "raft."  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  from  information,  that  there 
is  a  distrust  of  its  success  in  the  minds  of  many  military  men  in  the  city. 
I  think  it  can  be  destroyed  by  our  fire  before  it  has  time  to  do  much 
damage. 

I  received  yesterday  directions  from  Major  Anderson  which  I  gladly 
proceeded  to  execute,  to  the  effect  to  increase  the  armament  of  the  bar- 
bette tier  in  the  way  recommended  by  all  the  Engineer  officers.  I 
have  put  Lieutentant  Snyder  and  the  whole  gang  of  workmen  at  this 
work.  We  will  adapt  one  casemate  carriage  to  serve  for  barbette  and 
mount  one  42-pounder  to-day. 

In  obedience  to  requirement  all  the  officers  handed  in  to  Major 
Anderson  "confidential"  estimates  of  the  force  necessary  to  insure  a 
re-enforcement  of  this  fort,  or  to  relieve  it,  yesterday  morning.  These 
were  sent  to  Washington.*  My  estimate  was  as  follows:  To  land  and 
carry  the  batteries  on  Oummings  Point  and  Morris  Island,  3,000  regu- 
lars, or  10,000  volunteers ;  to  land  and  carry  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's 
Island  (at  the  same  time),  3,000  regulars,  or  10,000  volunteers  more  5  to 
hold  the  above  positions  after  taking  them,  10,000  regulars,  or  30,000 
A^olunteers.  The  forces  to  be  overcome  in  the  attack  are  supposed  to 
be  those  of  the  South  Carolinians,  aided  by  troops  that  may  be  gathered 
from  the  adjoining  States  at  sJiort  notice. 

If  time  be  given  for  concentration  of  the  troops  of  this  section  the 
above  estimate  will  be  inadequate. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  2,  1861. 
[General  Totten:] 

General  :  There  is  very  little  activity  to  be  observed  in  the  surround- 
ing batteries  this  morning,  although  the  weather  is  remarkably  fine. 
The  little  that  is  being  done  is  in  the  field  work  on  Cummings  Point, 
which  is  being  enlarged  to  the  eastward,  evidently  with  a  view  of 
covering  the  whole  of  this  point  with  the  work,  having  the  parapet  as 
near  high- water  line  as  practicable,  as  it  now  is  in  that  portion  of  the 
work  towards  us.  The  batteries  will  then  all  be  included  in  a  continu- 
ous line,  extending  from  the  point  towards  the  entrance  to  "Light-house 
Creek,"  around  to  the  seaward.  The  breaching  battery  ^o.  3  is  com- 
pleted, as  is  also  the  work  on  the  middle  of  the  curtain  of  1  and  2, 
which  is  a  mortar  battery  with  a  magazine. 

The  cheering  news  from  Washington  of  the  action  of  the  Peace 
Conference  and  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  gave  us  great  satis- 
faction. 

One  42-pounder  gun  was  put  in  position  and  the  carriage  put  in  good 
order,  so  that  the  gun  can  be  used  with  more  effect  than  the  others  on 
the  barbette  tier.    Three  32-pounders  are  being  removed  to  the  gorge, 

*  See  in  closure  J),  following  Lincoln  to  Cameron,  March  15,  p.  202. 


190  OPERATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    C.  [Chap.  I. 

nnH  as  soon  as  this  is  done  a  42-pounder  will  next  be  mounted  there. 
After  tWs  we  will  make  an  effort,  with  some  new  blocks  that  we  have 
made,  to  raise  a  10-inch  columbiad  and  to  mount  it  at  the  right  gorge 

"""l  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   (jr.   JjUbiJiiil, 

Captain  of  JEngineers, 

^^  Q3  1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  5, 1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  •  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  parties  are  working  to-day 
on  the  raortar  battery  at  Fort  Johnson,  which  they  are  making  higher 
and  stronger,  and  on  the  Morris  Island  batteries,  numbered  on  Captain 
Seymour's  sketch  Nos.  1,  9,  and  10.  They  are  filling  the  embrasures 
in  this  last  battery,  in  which  we  see  that  one  gun  has  been  placed. 
They  are  also  at  work  on  the  covered  way  connectmg  Nos.  9  and  7.* 

I  presume,  from  the  movements  around  us  yesterday,  that  Brig.  Uen. 
P  G  T  Beauregard  assumed  command  and  made  an  inspection  ot  the 
forts,*  &c.,  in  this  harbor,  which  are  garrisoned  by  the  South  Carolina 

*"'^"l  am,  colonel,  very  respectfuUy,  youj^o^gent^serva^nt^^^ 

Major,  First  Artillery ,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  5, 1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C.  : 
General:  The  work  on  the  Cummings  Point  batteries  continues 
steadily.  This  morning  the  greatest  number  of  laborers  seem  to  be 
employed  in  repairing  the  injuries  to  the  parapets  caused  by  the  wind 
of  yesterday  and  the  wind  and  rain  of  last  night.  The  work  m  the 
third  breaching  battery  yesterday  indicated  that  the  platforms  for  the 
ffuns  were  being  laid,  and  that  it  was  being  made  ready  for  its  guns ;  one 
24-pounder  has  stood  in  front  of  it  for  three  days.  A  small  working 
party  is  still  engaged  upon  the  mortar  battery  on  James  Island.  It  is 
reported  from  the  city  that  the  floating  battery  does  not  come  up  to 
anticipations,  inasmuch  as  it  draws  seven  feet  of  water  without  its 
armament,  and  requires  a  counterpoise  on  the  reverse  to  counteract  the 
tendency  to  tip  towards  the  front,  owing  to  the  weight  of  the  shield 
on  that  side.  Yesterday  three  steamers  landed  troops  and  supplies  on 
Cummings  Point,  and  appearances  indicated  that  preparations  were 
making  for  immediate  action  in  case  the  news  from  Washington  ex- 
hibited a  coercive  policy  on  the  part  of  the  administration.  It  is 
reported  that  General  Beauregard  visited  the  batteries  on  Cummings 
Point  yesterday. 

Yery  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain,  Engineers. 

^  *  Here  omitted.    To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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^o.  64.]  Fort  Sumter,  March  6,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  March  9.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U,  S.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  very  large  re-enforcement 
was  landed  last  night  at  Oummings  Point  and  bivouacs  near  IisTo.  10. 
This  morning  it  was  marched  out  of  sight,  around  the  point  of  the  island. 
Yesterday  the  three  other  guns  were  mounted  in  No.  10,  thus  completing 
its  armament  of  four  heavy  pieces.  They  continued  working  yesterday 
at  the  places  mentioned  in  my  report,  and  are  still  so  occupied  to-day. 
A  party  has  also  been  at  work  this  morning  on  the  Fort  Moultrie  glacis. 
Everything  indicates  activity  and  determination. 

I  had  the  honor  to  present  in  JSTo.  5S*  my  opinion  of  the  strength  of 
the  army  which  will  be  necessary  to  force  an  entrance  into  the  harbor. 
The  presence  here,  as  commander,  of  General  Beauregard,  recently  of 
•  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  insures,  I  think,  in  a  great  measure  the  exercise  of 
skill  and  sound  judgment  in  all  operations  of  the  South  Carohnians  in 
this  harbor.  God  grant  that  our  country  may  be  saved  from  the 
horrors  of  a  fratricidal  war ! 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSGI^, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  6, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  day,  and  es- 
pecially towards  night,  unusual  activity  was  observed  among  the.  South 
Carolinians  around  us.  Several  steamer  loads  of  men  were  landed  on 
Cummings  Point.  The  number  was  greater  than  the  arrangements  for 
shelter,  apparently,  for  I  observe  quite  a  large  number  grouped  about 
their  bivouac  fires  this  morning.  Their  suffering  must  have  been  con- 
siderable during  the  night,  for  the  weather  suddenly  changed  from  the 
warm  temperature  of  the  preceding  days  to  a  high  degree  of  cold  for 
this  climate,  the  wind  blowing  fresh  from  the  north. 

I  learn  that  portable  hot-shot  furnaces  have  been  furnished  to  several, 
and  probably  all,  of  the  batteries.  The  mortar  battery  on  James  Island, 
south  of  Fort  Johnson,  is  armed,  but  the  number  of  mortars  is  not  ascer- 
tained. The  magazine  in  the  flank  of  this  battery  is  also  finished.  The 
mortar  battery  on  SulUvan's  Island,  west  of  Fort  Moultrie,  is  also  armed. 

All  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island  are  armed.  The  guns  range  from 
32-pounders  down,  with  the  exception  of  the  iron  bomb-proof,  which  is 
(I  think,  from  all  reports  and  observations)  armed  with  8-inch  colum- 
biads — three  of  them. 

The  raft  does  not  meet  expectations.  It  is  being  covered  with  railroad 
strap-iron  instead  of  the  T  rail.  This  has  a  cross-section  of  about  three- 
fourths  or  one  inch  by  two  inches  or  two  and  a  half  inches.  They  are 
now  ironing  the  top  portion,  the  front  not  being  yet  commenced.  Two 
8-inch  columbiads  are  lying  on  the  wharf  ready  to  be  put  on  board.  I 
do  not  think  this  floating  battery  will  prove  very  formidable. 

We  have  not  yet  received  the  inaugural  address  of  President  Lincoln, 
although  it  is  reported  from  town  that  it  is  coercive  in  its  character,  and 
that  much  excitement  prevails. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Ungineers.    . 

*  No.  58,  and  several  other  of  Anderson's  letters,  not  found. 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  7,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

General  :  The  increased  activity  exhibited  in  the  batteries  of  the 
South  Carolinians  yesterday  continues  this  morning.  The  work  on 
Morris  Island  is  mostly  confined  to  the  strengthening  of  breach  battery 
No.  3.  On  James  Island  a  considerable  force  is  still  engaged  in  strength- 
ening the  mortar  battery.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  more  earnestness 
exhibited  now  than  for  several  days  previous  to  the  5th  instant.  The 
Confederate  flag  was  displayed  yesterday  from  the  custom-house.  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  is,  it  is  understood,  in  command  of  the  forces  here 
under  the  authority  of  the  Confederation.  The  reception  on  Morris 
Island  that  we  observed  on  the  4th  was  that  of  Governor  Pickens  and 
General  Beauregard. 

I  have  received  the  two  letters  of  the  2d  and  a  copy  of  Major  Mor-< 
decai's  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers. 

No.  67.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  9,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  March  12.) 

CoL  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  can  see  the  South  Car- 
olinians engaged  this  morning  strengthening  and  extending  considerably 
what  we  supposed  to  have  been  intended  for  a  mortar  battery  at  Fort 
Johnson.  Small  parties  are  also  working  at  Nos.  9  and  10,  and  a  very 
heavy  force  at  the  bend  of  the  island,  this  side  of  No.  1.  Whether  they 
are  constructing  another  battery  there,  or  strengthening  one  that  is  al- 
ready there,  I  cannot  tell.  One  of  my  officers  rei)orts  that  he  has  counted 
nine  24-pounders  which  have  been  landed  at  Cummings  Point  within  a 
week.  Yesterday  he  saw  several  shot  or  shells,  which  ap])eared  to  be 
about  eight  inches  in  diameter.  They  are  certainly  busy  strengthening 
the  batteries  already  constructed,  and  probably  adding  others. 

It  appears  to  me  that  vessels  will  even  now,  from  the  time  they  cross 
the  bar,  be  under  fire  from  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island  until  they  get 
under  the  walls  of  this  work.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  batteries  which  have 
been  constructed  on  Sullivan's  Island,  as  I  am  not  certain  of  their  posi- 
tions. Fort  Moultrie  will,  of  course,  be  a  very  formidable  enemy. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  3Iarch  9,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C.  : 
General:  Soon  after  I  closed  my  letter*  for  the  mail  yesterday,  and 
while  two  officers  were  getting  ready  to  bear  a  letter  from  Major  Ander- 
son demanding  an  explanation,  an  officer  from  Cummings  Point,  Major 
Stevens,  came  with  a  white  flag  and  a  letter  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, Colonel  Gregg,  offering  an  ample  apology.    It  appears  that  in  prac- 

*  Letter  not  found,  but  see  Beauregard  to  Walker,  March  9,  Confederate  Corre- 
spondence, &c.,  post. 


Chai.  I]  CORRESPONDENCE^    ETC. UNION.  193 

ticiDg  at  drill  the  fact  of  one  of  the  guns  being  shotted  was  forgotten, 
and  hence  the  occurrence. 

I  commence  this  morning  to  close  the  openings  of  the  loopholes  on  the 
first  tier  solidly  with  stone.  In  raising  tlie  second  10-inch  columbiad 
from  the  parade  to  the  terre-plein  yesterday  afternoon  the  strap  of  the 
upper  block  broke  when  the  gun  was  nearly  up,  and  it  fell,  breaking  the 
cross-pieces  of  the  derrick,  striking  the  end  oi  the  casemate  arch  of  the 
first  tier,  and  burying  itself  one-half  its  length  in  the  ground,  l^o  one 
was  injured,  for  the  first  signs  of  giving  way  had  been  observed  and 
every  one  made  to  stand  clear.  The  injury  to  the  derrick  will  be  soon 
repaired  and  the  columbiad  again  hoisted. 

Last  night  a  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  arose,  which  lasted  all 
night,  and  bids  fair  to  be  renewed  to-day. 

The  men  in  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island  are  actively  at  work  repair- 
ing damages  to  the  parapets  and  in  extending  the  field  work  around 
on  the  channel  side  of  Cummings  Point  and  forming  new  batteries  there. 
Three  or  four  24-pounders  on  siege  carriages  were  landed  yesterday.  I 
have  before  reported  that  the  evident  intention  was  to  form  a  large  field 
work  entirely  covering  the  point.  Its  i^reseut  extent  will  require  one 
thousand  men  to  defend  it,  and  the  work  still  continues. 

I  have  omitted  to  report  x>revioiisly  that  a  guard  ship,  or  bark,  is 
anchored  on  the  main  ship  bar,  apparently  as  a  signal  ship ;  also,  that 
the  two  revenue  cutters  taken  from  the  Government  are  usually  anchored 
on  the  side  of  the  main  ship  channel  towards  Cummings  Point — one  of 
them  northeast  of  the  point  and  the  other  more  to  the  north  of  it.  They 
are  armed  with  guns  or  howitzers,  probably  of  small  caliber. 

The  storm  of  last  night  swamped  one  of  the  boats  here.     It  was  the 
Fort  Moultrie  barge,  brought  over  with  the  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers. 


No.  68.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  March  10,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  see  only  two  parties, 
both  quite  large  ones,  at  work  to-day — one  at  the  new  battery,  men- 
tioned yesterday,  near  Fort  Johnson,  and  the  other  on  Morris  Island,  at 
the  bend  of  the  island,  near  Ko.  1.  My  command,  thank  God,  is  quite 
weU,  and  in  fine  spirits. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSOIS^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


No.  69.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  11,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  IT.  S.  Army : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  perhaps  in  consequence 
of  the  prevalence  of  a  high  and  cold  wind,  very  little  work  appears  to 
be  going  on  around  us.  A  few  x^ersons  have  been  at  work  at  the  new 
battery  near  Fort  Johnson,  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  also  at  the  battery 
which  fired  on  the  Star  of  the  West. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
13  R  R 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  11,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  :  The  suddeu  change  of  temperature  from  the  warmth  of  yes- 
terday to  the  cold  of  last  night  and  this  morning  seems  to  have  checked 
the  ardor  of  the  laborers  on  the  field  work  on  Oummings  Point,  as  but 
little  activity  is  observed  \his  morning.  The  work  on  the  extension  of 
the  line  of  parapet  on  the  channel  side  towards  the  Star  of  the  West 
battery  still  continues.  Very  little  else  appears  to  be  doing.  We  are 
still  steadily  at  work,  and  will  try  the  second  10-inch  columbiad  again 

to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain,  Engineers. 


1^0.  70.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  March  12,  1861. 

Ool.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Gener ait  JJ.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  Lieutenant  Snyder 
has  succeeded  in  raising  another  10-inch  columbiad,  which  I  shall  place 
in  barbette  on  the  left  flank,  upon  the  8 -inch  columbiad  platform  nearest 
to  the  gorge.  We  do  not  see  that  they  are  at  work  this  morning,  except 
a  small  party,  which  is  getting  up  some  heavy  timbers  at  the  Cummings 
Point  wharf. 

The  weather  is  delightful  now,  but  a  few  of  the  men  are  suffering 
from  colds. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  12,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  JJ,  8.  Army,  Washington,  JD.  C: 

General:  The  line  of  intrenchments  on  the  channel  side  of  Cum- 
mings Point,  or  rather  of  Morris  Island,  is  now  extended  down  to  the 
rear  of  the  Star  of  the  West  battery.  This  line  is  composed  of  redoubts, 
connected  by  lines  of  parapet  serving  for  curtains.  The  rear  of  the 
redoubts,  or  the  parts  towards  us,  are  raised  so  high  as  to  secure  them 
from  our  reverse  fire.  There  is  one  in  rear  of  the  Star  of  the  West 
battery,  situated  on  the  top  of  the  sand  hill,  which  conceals  that  battery 
from  our  view,  and  two  more  between  this  and  the  works  on  Cummings 
Point.  Both  of  these  are  situated  on  sand  hills,  and  well  protected  in 
their  rear,  as  described  above. 

The  weather  being  unusually  pleasant,  their  operations  are  actively 
carried  on  this  morning.  Other  work  is  being  done  farther  down  the 
beach,  say  six  hundred  yards  below  the  Star  of  the  West  battery.  I 
cannot  make  it  out  at  present.  It  is  probable  that  it  is  to  be  another 
small  battery  to  fire  on  the  channel,  and  to  be  closed  in  the  rear. 

I  am  inchned  to  think,  from  the  materials  that  have  been  carried  in 
that  direction,  that  the  defenses  at  the  mouth  of  the  Stono  have  been 
much  strengthened.  This  river  was  an  avenue  by  which  and  Wappoo 
Creek  the  city  could  be  approached  by  vessels  drawing  less  than  eight 
feet  of  water.    The  defense  of  this  point  has,  therefore,  not  been  neg- 
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lected.  The  idea  seems  to  be  to  place  their  batteries  all  along  the  beach 
between  Cummings  Point  and  Light-house  Inlet  (which  is  also  fortified), 
so  that  a  landing  must  be  attempted  under  the  fire  of  at  least  one  bat- 
tery. Some  little  work  is  bein^  done  on  Fort  Moultrie,  strengthening 
the  merlons  of  the  guns  on  the  sea  front. 

It  now  appears  that  the  rear  of  Fort  Johnson  is  protected  by  a  line 
of  intrenchments  which  comes  out  on  the  beach  a  little  above  the  mortar 
battery,  and  probably  runs  across  to  the  old  Martello  Tower,  situated 
about  500  yards  southeast  of  the  wharf,  near  the  beach. 

1^0  unusual  movements  are  observed,  e^ccept  the  firing  of  one  gun  in 
the  city  at  about  llj  o'clock  last  night.  A  negro  boy,  escaping  from 
the  city,  came  down  last  night^bout  11  o'clock  in  a  canoe  to  this  fort. 
He  was  at  once  sent  back.  The  guard-ship  anchored  inside  the  main 
ship  bar  has,  I  observed,  housed  her  topmasts. 

We  did  not  get  up  the  10-inch  columbiad  yesterday  for  want  of 
time.  The  work  of  filling  the  openings  on  the  gorge,  first  tier,  with 
solid  stone  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain,  ■  Engineers. 


No.  71.]  .  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  13, 1861. 

Ool.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Oeneral  U.  8.  Army ; 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  see  only  a  small  party 
engaged  this  morning  raising  the  parapet  of  the  work  usually  alluded 
to  as  the  mortar  battery,  near  Fort  Johnson.  Yesterday  afternoon 
about  a  hundred  blank  cartridges  were  fired  from  Fort  Moultrie,  on 
what  occasion  we  know  not.  Tlis  firing  showed  us  that  all  the  guns 
are  in  position  on  that  work.  Our  sick-list  is  slightly  on  the  increase ; 
five  are  reported  sick  this  morning. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,        . 

EGBERT  ANDEESON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  13,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  :  The  work  upon  the  redoubts  on  the  channel  side  of  Mor- 
ris Island  still  continues  quite  actively.  It  is  confined  to  those  described 
in  yesterday's  letter.  The  pacific  news  by  telegraph  on  the  11th  seems 
to  have  created  a  pleasant  feeUng  in  those  around  us,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  quantity  of  powder  that  they  burned  yesterday.  About  one 
hundred  and  fifty  gans  in  all  were  fired,  but  not  with  regularity  -,  of 
this  number  Fort  Moultrie  fired  about  one  hundred  guns.  The  remain- 
der were  fired  from  the  MafQtt  Channel  battery,  above  the  Moultrie 
House,  and  from  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island. 

We  got  up  the  10-inch  columbiad  yesterday,  and  transported  it  to  its 
carriage.  To-day  it  will  be  mounted  at  the  west  gorge  angle.  One-third 
of  the  loophole  openings  on  the  first  tier  of  the  gorge  are  solidly  closed 
with  stone,  with  lead  run  into  the  joints. 

A  third  temporary  building  is  being  demolished  to  obtain  fuel.  When 
the  supply  from  this  is  exhausted  the  blacksmith  shop  will  have  to  be 
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pulled  dowu,  aud  in  order  to  prepare  for  this  I  have  moved  the  bellows 

and  apparatus  into  one  of  the  second  tier  casemates.     The  weather  is 

very  pleasant.     I  received  tlie  Department  letter  of  the  8th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 


Captain^  Engineers. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  14,  1861. 
General  elos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  8.  Army^  Washington^  B.  C: 

General  :  The  news  received  yesterday  by  telegraph,  to  the  effect 
that  orders  were  issued  to  evacuate  this  fort,  seems  to  have  caused  an 
almost  entire  cessation  of  work  on  the  batteries  around  us.  I  am  not 
ceasing  work  on  the  preparations,  although  I  am  taking  an  inventory 
of  the  materials  on  hand,  and  otherwise  getting  ready  for  such  orders 
should  they  actually  arrive. 

I  have  received  my  vouchers  from  town,  together  with  my  own  private 
books  and  papers  that  were  in  the  ofi&ce.  All  of  the  office  furniture, 
records,  maps,  instruments,  &c.,  are  retained  by  the  authorities.  I  have 
here,  however,  most  of  the  most  useful  maps  and  drawings. 

Unless  otherwise  directed  I  shall  discharge  my  force  when  the  orders 
for  evacuation  arrive,  and  leave  with  the  command,  with  my  assistants, 
and  report  to  you  at  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Captain,  Engineers, 


Executive  Mansion,  March  15,  1861. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  War  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Assuming  it  to  be  possible  to  now  provision  Fort 
Sumter,  under  all  the  circumstances  is  it  wise  to  attempt  it?    Please 
give  me  your  opinion  in  writing  on  this  question.* 
Your  obedient  servant, 

[A.  LmCOLl^.] 
Answer, 

In  reply  to  the  letter  of  inquiry  addressed  to  me  by  the  President, 
whether,  "assuming  it  to  be  possible  now  to  provision  Fort  Sumter, 
under  all  the  circumstances  is  it  wise  to  attempt  it,"  I  beg  leave  to  say 
that  it  has  received  the  careful  consideration,  in  the  limited  time  I  could 
bestow  upon  it,  which  its  very  grave  importance  demands,  and  that  my 
mind  has  been  most  reluctantly  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
unwise  now  to  make  such  an  attempt. 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion  I  am  free  to  say  I  am  greatly  influenced 
by  the  opinions  of  the  Army  officers  who  have  expressed  themselves  on 
the  subject,  and  who  seem  to  concur  that  it  is,  perhaps,  now  impossible 
to  succor  that  fort  substantially,  if  at  all,  without  capturing,  by  means 
of  a  large  expedition  of  ships  of  war  and  troops,  all  the  opposing  bat- 
teries of  South  Carolina.  All  the  officers  within  Fort  Sumter,  together 
with  Generals  Scott  and  Totten,  express  this  opinion,  and  it  would  seem 
to  uKj  that  the  President  would  not  be  justilied  to  disregard  such  high 
authority  without  overruling  considerations  of  public  policy. 

*Tho  following  papers  marked  "Answer''  and  as  inclosures  "A"— "H,"  are  filed 
with  the  President's  inquiry;  they  were  probably  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  March  15, 
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Major  Anderson,  in  his  report  of  the  28th  ultimo,  says : 

I  confess  that  I  would  uot  be  willing  to  risk  my  reputiition  on  an  attenipt  to  (brow 
re-enforcements  into  this  harbor  within  the  time  for  our  relief  rendered  necessary  by 
the  limited  supply  of  our  provisions,  and  with  a  view  of  holding  possession  of  the 
same  with  a  force  of  less  than  twenty  thousand  good  and  well-disQiplined  men. 

In  this  opinion  Major  Anderson  is  substantially  sustained  by  the  re- 
ports of  all  the  other  officers  within  the  fort,  one  of  whom.  Captain  Sey- 
mour, speaks  thus  emphatically  on  the  subject: 

It  is  not  more  than  possible  to  supply  this  fort  by  ruse  with  a  few  men  or  a  small 
amount  of  provisions,  such  is  the  unceasing  vigilance  employed  to  prevent  it.  To  do 
so  openly  by  vessels  alone,  unless  they  are  shot-proof,  is  virtually  impossible,  so  nu- 
merous and  powerful  are  the  opposing  batteries.  No  vessel  can  lay  near  the  fort  with- 
out being  exposed  to  continual  fire,  and  the  harbor  could,  and  probably  would,  when- 
ever necessary,  be  effectually  closed,  as  one  channel  has  already  been.  A  projected 
attack  in  large  force  would  draw  to  this  harbor  all  the  available  resources  in  men  and 
material  of  the  contiguous  States.  Batteries  of  guns  of  heavy  caliber  would  be  multi- 
plied rapidly  and  indefinitely.  At  least  twenty  thousand  men,  good  marksmen  and 
trained  for  months  past  with  a  view  to  this  very  contingency,  would  be  concentrated 
here  before  the  attacking  force  could  leave  Northern  ports.  The  harbor  would  be 
closed.  A  landing  must  be  effected  at  some  distance  from  our  guns,  which  could  give 
no  aid.  Charleston  Harbor  would  be  a  Sebastopol  in  such  a  conflict,  and  unlimited 
means  would  probably  be  required  to  insure  success,  before  which  time  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Sumter  would  be  starved  out. 

General  Scott,  in  his  reply  to  the  question  addressed  to  him  by  the 
President,  on  the  12th  instant,  what  amount  of  means  and  of  what  de- 
scription, in  addition  to  those  already  at  command,  it  would  require  to 
supply  and  re- enforce  the  fort,  says : 

I  should  need  a  fleet  of  war  vessels  and  transports  which,  in  the  scattered  disposi- 
tion of  the  Navy  (as  understood),  could  not  be  collected  in  less  than  four  months; 
5,000  additional  regular  troops  and  20,000  volunteers ;  that  is,  a  force  sufficient  to  take 
all  the  batteries,  both  in  the  harbor  (including  Fort  Moultrie),  as  well  as  in  the  approach 
or  outer  bay.  To  raise,  organize,  and  discipline  such  an  army  (not  to  speak  of  necessary 
legislation  by  Congress,  not  now  in  session)  would  require  from  six  to  eight  months. 
As  a  practical  military  question  the  time  for  succoring  Fort  Sumter  with  any  means 
at  hand  had  passed  away  nearly  a  month  ago.  Since  then  a  surrender  under  assault 
or  from  starvation  has  been  merely  a  question  of  time. 

It  is  true  there  are  those,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  respectful 
consideration,  who  entertain  the  belief  that  Fort  Sumter  could  yet  be 
succored  to  a  limited  extent  without  the  employment  of  the  large  army 
and  naval  forces  believed  to  be  necessary  by  the  Army  officers  whose 
opinions  I  have  already  quoted. 

Captain  Ward,  of  the  li'favy,  an  officer  of  acknowledged  merit,  a 
month  ago  believed  it  to  be  practicable  to  supply  the  fort  with  men 
and  provisions  to  a  limited  extent  without  the  employment  of  any  very 
large  military  or  naval  force.  He  then  proposed  to  employ  four  or 
more  small  steamers  belonging  to  the  Coast  Survey  to  accomplish  the 
purpose,  and  we  have  the  opinion  of  General  Scott  that  he  has  no  doubt 
that  Captain  Ward  at  that  time  would  have  succeeded  with  his  pro- 
posed expedition,  but  was  not  allowed  by  the  late  President  to  attempt 
the  execution  of  his  plan.  ITow  it  is  pronounced  from  the  change  of 
circumstances  impracticable  by  Major  Anderson  and  all  the  other 
officers  of  the  fort,  as  well  as  by  Generals  Scott  and  Totten,  and  in  this 
opinion  Captain  Ward,  after  full  consultation  with  the  latter-named 
officers  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  I  understand  now 
reluctantly  concurs. 

Mr.  Fox,  another  gentleman  of  experience  as  a  seaman,  who,  having 
formerly  been  engaged  on  the  Coast  Survey,  is  familiar  with  the  waters 
of  the  Charleston  Harbor,  has  proposed  to  make  the  attempt  to  supply 
the  fort  with  cutters  of  light  draught  and  large  dimensions,  and  his  pro- 
posal has  in  a  measure  been  approved  by  Commodore  Stringham,  but 
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\ny  does  not  suppose  or  propose  or  profess  to  believe  that  provisions  for 
more  tbiiii  oue  or  two  months  could  be  furnished  at  a  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  in  my  mind  that  when  Major  Anderson 
first  took  possession  of  Fort  Sumter  he  could  have  been  easily  supplied 
with  men  and  provisions,  and  that  when  Captain  Ward,  with  the  con- 
currence of  General  Scott,  a  month  ago  proposed  his  expedition  he 
would  have  succeeded  had  he  been  allowed  to  attempt  it,  as  I  think  he 
should  have  been.  A  different  state  of  things  now,  however,  exists. 
Fort  JNEoultrie  is  now  rearmed  and  strengthened  in  every  way ;  many 
new  land  batteries  have  been  constructed;  the  principal  channel  has 
been  obstructed ;  in  short,  the  difficulty  of  re-enforcing  the  fort  has 
been  increased  ten  if  not  twenty  fold. 

Whatever  might  have  been  done  as  late  as  a  month  ago,  it  is  too 
sadly  evident  that  it  cannot  now  be  done  without  the  sacrifice  of  life 
and  treasure  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  object  to  be  attained; 
and  as  the  abandonment  of  the  fort  in  a  few  weeks,  sooner  or  later, 
appears  to  be  an  inevitable  necessity,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  sooner  it 
be  done  the  better. 

The  proposition  i3resented  by  Mr.  Fox,  so  sincerely  entertained  and 
ably  advocated,  would  be  entitled  to  my  fiworable  consideration  if,  with 
all  the  light  before  me  and  in  the  face  of  so  many  distinguished  military 
authorities  on  the  other  side,  I  did  not  believe  that  the  attempt  to  carry 
it  into  effect  would  initiate  a  bloody  and  protracted  conflict.  Should 
he  succeed  in  relieving  Fort  Sumter,  which  is  doubted  by  many  of  our 
most  experienced  soldiers  and  seamen,  would  that  enable  us  to  main- 
tain our  authority  against  the  troops  and  fortifications  of  South  Carolina? 
Sumter  could  not  now  contend  against  these  formidable  adversaries  if 
filled  with  provisions  and  men.  That  fortress  was  intended,  as  her 
position  on  the  map  will  show,  rather  to  repel  an  invading  foe.  It  is 
equally  clear  from  repeated  investigations  and  trials  that  the  range 
of  her  guns  is  too  limited  to  reach  the  city  of  Charleston,  if  that  were 
desirable. 

No  practical  benefit  will  result  to  the  country  or  the  Government  by 
accepting  the  proposal  alluded  to,  and  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  cause  of  humanity  and  the  highest  obligation  to  the  public  interest 
would  be  best  promoted  by  adopting  the  counsels  of  those  brave  and 
experienced  men  whose  suggestions  I  have  laid  before  you. 

[Indorsement.] 

There  was  a  signed  copy  of  the  within  placed  in  the  hands  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln. 

SIMON  CAMEKOlSr. 
March  17, 1875. 

[Inclosure  A.] 
MEMORANDUM  OF  DIFFERENT  PLANS  FOR  RE-ENFORCING  FORT  SUMTER. 

Memoranda  read  before  the  President  and  Cabinet,  General  Scott  and  Com- 
modore StringJiam,  and  Mr.  Fox,  late  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  March 
15,  1861,  by  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  G.  Totten,  Chief  of  Engineers.* 

The  obstacles  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter  are  natural  or  artificial  ob- 
stacles to  navigation,  and  military  opposition. 
The  main  channel  in  its  best  natural  state  would  not  admit  the  pas- 

*  See  also  General  Totten  to  Secretary  of  War,  April  3,  1861,  post. 
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sage  of  vessels  larger  than  s]ooi)s  of  war;  so  tliat,  before  it  was  obstructed, 
a  naval  attack,  to  be  very  formidable,  must  have  consisted  of  many  ves- 
sels of  this  kind. 

In  designing  the  defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  therefore,  it  was 
considered  that  Fort  Sumter,  with  Castle  Pinckney,  would  suffice,  with 
some  improvement  of  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the  erection  of  batteries  in 
time  of  war  on  James  Island  at  the  position  called  Fort  Johnson.  A 
deeper  entrance  would  have  demanded  a  stronger  system. 

The  South  Carolina  troops  have  strengthened  Fort  Moultrie  and 
added  batteries  thereto ;  they  possess  Castle  Pinckney ;  they  have  erected 
batteries  at  Fort  Johnson,  and,  not  having  Fort  Sumter,  they  have 
planted  a  number  of  guns  (number  not  known)  on  Morris  Island. 

These  last  do  not,  certainly,  bring  their  system  up  to  that  which  in- 
cluded Fort  Sumter;  but  they,  as  is  represented,  have  also  so  blocked 
the  main  channel,  or  made  its  navigation  so  intricate,  that  only  vessels 
light  in  draught  can  enter — vessels  unavoidably  .weak  to  resist  and  im- 
potent to  assail. 

If  we  suppose  a  squadron  of  war  vessels  as  large  as  can  be  forced 
through  the  impediments  of  the  main  bar  to  have  overcome  that  difficulty, 
and,  under  pressure  of  steam,  to  advance  in  daylight  (as  I  think  would 
be  indispensable),  they  would  suffer  greatly  from  the  fire  of  Morris 
Inland,  Fort  Moultrie,  and  its  adjacent  batteries — but  they  would  suffer 
much  less  than  the  small  vessels,  because  much  stronger  and  with  vital 
parts  better  secured,  and  because  their  own  fire  would,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, keep  under,  and,  to  a  great  degree,  render  uncertain  the  fire  of  the 
batteries.  But  whether  larger  or  smaller,  the  vessels  have  not  merelj^ 
to  pass  the  fire  of  the  batteries — they  must  remain  exposed  to  it.  P>e- 
cause,  before  getting  beyond  the  fire  of  Fort  Moultrie,  they  come  within 
scope  of  Fort  Johnson,  and  while  yet  under  the  guns  of  these  batteries 
they  will  be  reached  by  Castle  Pinckney.  There  is  no  point  of  sheltei* 
within  these  waters ;  and  although  the  squadron  of  heavy  sloops  might 
survive  the  dangers  of  the  passage,  they  could  not  long  endure  the  can- 
nonade that  would  be  concentrated  on  any  anchorage.  In  these  very 
waters,  this  problem  was  settled  in  the  Eeyolutionary  War  by  the  con- 
test between  the  squadron  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  the  single  work  of 
Fort  Moultrie — then  certainly  not  more  powerful  than  now. 

To  enable  the  supposed  squadron  to  remain,  it  is  indispensable  that  a 
military  force  should  capture  the  batteries  from  the  land,  and  be  strong 
enough,  besides,  to  hold  possession  against  the  troops  now  assembled 
in  and  around  them,  and  those  that  would  rapidly  come  from  the  interior. 

Should  small  vessels  attempt  this  entrance  by  daylight,  their  destruc- 
tion would  be  inevitable ;  at  any  rate,  the  chances  of  getting  through 
would  be  too  slender  to  justify  any  such  enterprise.  We  have  certain 
information  that  there  is  much  practice  with  these  guns,  and  that  the 
practice  now  is  good.  If  this  risk  were  to  be  run  by  daylight,  the  ves- 
sels might  have  a  draught  of  about  eight  feet,  and  could  use  the  ^^^wash 
Channel,"  or  a  passage  between  this  and  the  main  channel,  or,  finally, 
the  latter.  But  I  must  repeat  that  unless  we  were  to  find  a  degree  of 
inaptness  and  imbecility,  and  a  want  of  vigilance  and  courage  that  we 
have  no  right  to  assume,  this  attempt  by  daylight  with  small  vessels, 
even  of  great  speed,  must  faO. 

There  remains  another  project,  namely,  to  enter  at  night  by  the 
^^  Swash  Channel"  with  a  few  (two  or  three)  fast  steam-tugs,  having  a 
draught  of  only  (or  about)  five  feet.  To  do  this  it  will  be  necessary 
to  take  position  before  dark  off  this  channel,  so  as  to  get  upon  the 
proper  leading  line  to  be  followed  after  dark  by  the  ascertained  course, 


200  OPERATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    C.  [Chap.  I. 

or,  possibly,  by  the  bearing  of  the  lights  of  Fort  Sumter.  With  proper 
precautions  in  screening  the  lights  and  fires  of  the  boats,  &c.,  I  think 
the  risk  would  not  be  so  great,  considering  only  the  batteries^  as  to  deter 
from  this  attempt,  provided  the  object  were  of  very  great  importance. 
I  should  expect  one  or  two,  perhaps  all,  of  these  vessels  to  reach  Fort 
Sumter,  and  the  shoal  upon  which  they  must  be  grounded— provided 
no  other  impediments  awaited  them. 

But,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  a  necessary  condition  that  the  boats  arrive 
off  the  harbor  before  night.  If  they  can  see  to  take  these  bearings,  they 
can  be  seen  from  the  shore.  In  the  next  place,  it  seems  impossible  to  fit 
out  any  expedition,  however  small  and  unobtrusive,  without  arousing 
inquiry,  and  causing  the  intelligence  to  be  transmitted  by  telegraph. 
We  may  be  certain,  therefore,  that  these  tugs  will  be  waited  for  by 
steamers  lying  in  the  channelway,  full  of  men. 

This  mode  of  relieving  Fort  Sumter,  or  another  by  men  in  rowboats 
passing  up  the  same-  channel,  is  so  obvious  that  it  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose  it  has  not  been  duly  considered  and  provided  for,  where  so 
much  intelligence  and  resource  in  military  means  have  been  displayed 
in  the  scheme  of  defense,  and  so  much  earnestness  and  energy  in  execu- 
tion. We  Icnow  that  guard  rowboats  and  steamers  are  active  during 
the  night ;  and  that  they  have  all  the  means  of  intercepting  with  cer- 
tainty this  little  expedition,  and  overpowering  it,  by  boarding — a  com- 
mencement of  war. 

This  attempt,  like  any  other,  will  inevitably  involve  a  collision. 

This  raises  a  question  that  I  am  not  called  on  to  discuss,  but  as  to 
which  I  may  say  that  if  the  General  Government  adopts  a  course  that 
must  be  attended  with  this  result,  its  first  measure  should  not  be  one  so 
likely  to  meet  disaster  and  defeat ;  nor  one,  I  may  add,  which,  even  if 
successful,  would  give  but  momentary  relief,  while  it  would  open  all  the 
powers  of  attack  upon  the  fort,  certainly  reducing  it  before  the  means 
of  recovering  Charleston  Harbor,  with  all  its  forts  and  batteries  and 
environs,  can  possibly  be  concentrated  there. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  G.  T. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

General  Scotf^s  memoranda  for  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  seems  from  the  opinions  of  the  Army  officers  who  have  expressed 
themselves  on  the  subject— all  within  Fort  Sumter,  together  with  Gen- 
erals Scott  and  Totten — that  it  is  perhaps  now  impossible  to  succor 
that  fort  substantially,  if  at  all,  without  capturing,  by  means  of  a  large 
expedition  of  ships  of  war  and  troops,  all  the  opposing  batteries  of 
South  Carolina.  In  the  mean  time — six  or  ten  months — Major  Anderson 
would  almost  certainly  have  been  obliged  to  surrender  under  assault 
or  the  approach  of  starvation  5  for  even  if  an  expedition  like  that  pro- 
posed by  G.  Y.  Fox  should  succeed  once  in  throwing  in  the  succor  of 
a  few  men  and  a  few  weeks'  provisions,  the  necessity  of  repeating  the 
latter  supply  would  return  again  and  again,  including  the  yellow-fever 
season.  An  abandonment  of  the  fort  in  a  few  weeks,  sooner  or  later, 
would  appear,  therefore,  to  be  a  sure  necessity,  and  if  so,  the  sooner 
the  more  graceful  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

It  is  doubtful,  however,  according  to  recent  information  from  the 
South,  whether  the  voluntary  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter  alone  would 
have  a  decisive  effect  upon  the  States  now  wavering  between  adher- 
ence to  the  Union  and  secession.     It  is  known,  indeed,  that  it  would  be 
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charged  to  necessity,  and  the  hokliiig  of  Fort  Pickens  would  be  adduced 
in  support  of  that  view.  Our  Southern  friends,  however,  are  clear  that 
the  evacuation  of  both  the  forts  would  instantly  soothe  and  give  con- 
fidence to  the  eight  remaining  slaveholding  States,  and  render  their 
cordial  adherence  to  this  Union  perpetual. 

The  holding  of  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor,  on  the  ocean  keys,  depends 
on  entirely  different  principles,  and  should  never  be  abandoned ;  and, 
indeed,  the  giving  up  of  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens  may  be  best  justified 
by  the  hope  that  we  should  thereby  recover  the  State  to  which  they 
geographically  belong  by  the  liberality  of  the  act,  besides  retaining  the 
eight  doubtful  States. 

[Inclosure  C] 

Lieutenant  HalVs  notes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  could  not  concur  with  Captain  Eod- 
gers,  with  whom  I  was  directed  to  confer,  in  his  plan  for  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  with  men  and  provisions  for  Fort  Sumter. 
He  proposes  to  procure  a  vessel  (steamboat),  with  a  draught  of  not  over 
six  and  one-half  feet,  in  some  IN'orthern  port,  and  with  the  cargo  to  be 
cleared  for  Charleston,  letting  it  be  known,  as  if  in  confidence,  that  the 
design  is  to  force  a  landing  on  the  southern  extreme  of  Morris  Island ; 
to  carry  the  batteries  by  the  rear  and  destroy  the  channel ;  to  bring  in 
the  vessel,  the  vessel  to  regulate  her  speed  so  ^s  to  arrive  off'  the  bar 
in  a  dark  night  and  at  high  tide,  and  to  proceed  through  the  Swash 
Channel  with  her  lights  extinguished  5  in  case  of  discovery  and  being 
fired  at,  to  drop  a  cork  with  a  light  in  it,  which  would  deceive  the  gun- 
ners. If  the  batteries  are  lighted  up  the  men  cannot  see  in  the  distance  5 
if  they  are  not,  the  lights  will  not  be  visible.  The  commander  is  to  be 
allowed  to  back  his  vessel  in  case  of  a  storm  on  the  way  down. 

My  objections  to  this  plan  are  very  numerous.  In  the  first  place,  the 
deception  would  be  apparent,  as  no  one  would  attempt  a  forced  landing 
with  means  possible  to  such  a  vessel.  Secondly,  not  being  a  sea-going 
vessel  the  danger  to  life  and  the  success  of  the  undertaking  is  so  great 
as  to  appear  imprudent  at  best.  Thirdly,  it  is  unsafe  to  calculate  upon 
not  being  seen  off  the  bar,  as  a  number  of  watch  vessels,  some  with 
troops  and  cannon,  are  stationed  off  and  along  the  entrance.  Fourthly, 
even  though  the  above  dangers  should  all  be  safely  passed  and  it  should 
prove  a  moonless  night  and  high  tide  at  a  proper  time,  still  a  chance 
shot  through  the  machinery  would  defeat  the  enterprise. 

The  plan  is  grounded  upon  the  most  fortunate  and  improbable  cir- 
cumstances. It  might  succeed  j  but  I  think  failure  would  be  the  rule. 
By  an  examination  of  the  chart  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Swash  Channel  passes  outside  the  range  of  all  the  batteries 
erected  along  the  entrance,  except,  perhaps,  the  small  one  near  Cum- 
mings  Point  (of  one  32-pounder  and  one  12-pounder),  and  this  can  be 
safely  neglected.  Fort  Moultrie  can  bring  several  guns  to  bear  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  (not  ten  minutes),  but  their  field  has  been  greatly  reduced  by 
the  traverse  with  small  embrasures  lately  thrown  up  on  the  parapet. 
Considering  as  effective  all  the  means  in  the  hands  of  those  hostile  to 
the  undertakings,  the  following  are  at  present  to  be  noticed :  The  chan- 
nel will  not  admit  of  more  than  six  and  one-half  feet  draught  with  ease  in 
sailing  5  at  least  one  steamer  with  troops  and  field  guns  will  be  near 
the  bar ;  a  line  of  pilot  schooners  and  signal  vessels  form  a  cordon  out- 
side the  bar;  the  main  ship  channel  is  obstructed  with  sunken  ships; 
Maffitt's  Channel  is  raked  and  crossed  by  the  fires  of  Moultrie  and  batter- 
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ies  placed  along  Sullivan's  Island;  the  buoys  and  range  lights  are 
removed ;  the  anchorage,  except  a  small  area,  is  under  the  fire  of  guns 
from  the  several  fortified  points  j  the  Swash  Channel  is  readily  followed 
by  ranging  Fort  Sumter  on  St.  MichaePs  till  within  five  hundred  yards 
of  the  fort,  where  a  detour  to  the  right  will  be  necessary.  Carefully 
navigated,  passing  very  near  the  north  side  of  the  fort,  the  vessel  may 
be  brought  to  the  wharf  at  high  tide.  If  not  successful,  small  boats  may 
be  furnished  by  the  fort.  The  only  ettective  guns  are  those  of  Fort 
Moultrie  on  this  entrance.  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  that  a  war  ves- 
sel (the  Brooklyn  best)  be  dispatched  with  two  schooners  and  two  ordi- 
nary steam-tugs,. each  of  not  more  than  six  feet  and  a  half  draught,  and 
under  the  same  pretension  as  that  first  proposed,  and  this  combination 
will  give  color  to  the  rumor.  One  of  the  schooners  is  to  be  loaded  with 
provisions  entirely,  and  the  hay  is  to  be  stored  on  the  starboard.  The 
other,  with  some  provisions,  is  to  carry  the  troops.  The  vessels  arrived 
off  the  bar,  the  Brooklyn  can  keep  all  liostile  vessels  at  a  distance  and 
make  the  following  arrangement: 

The  vessel  with  provisions  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  right,  next  a  screw- 
tug,  next  the  vessel  with  troops,  and  again  a  tug.  The  right-hand  ves- 
sel will  cover  those  on  the  left,  protecting  from  fire  the  troops  and  means 
of  locomotion.  The  vessels  should  arrive  off  the  bar  two  hours  before 
high  tide,  so  that  the  tide  will  be  rising  all  the  way  in,  and  if  grounded 
may  be  floated  off  in  a  short  time.  To  prevent  vessels  from  the  city  and 
the  cutters  inside  the  harbor  from  interfering,  the  fort  shall  be  signaled, 
and  will  reply  by  lowering  its  flag  or  showi ug  a  light,  and  will  prevent 
any  vessel  going  out.  Signals  should  be  agreed  upon,  and  the  time, 
day  or  night,  also.  Two  field  pieces,  loaded  with  canister,  might  be 
used  to  meet  a  desperate  at:  empt  to  board  the  vessels.  The  hay  iu  bales 
should  be  wet,  to  prevent  heated  balls  from  setting  fire  to  the  vessels. 

[In closure  D.] 

Opinions  of  various  officers. 

George  W.  Snyder,  lieutenant  of  Engineers,  February  28, 18G1 :  4  regi- 
ments, or  4,000  men ;  4  vessels  of  war. 

E.  K.  Meade,  jr.,  second  lieutenant  of  Engineers,  February  28,  1861 : 
5,000  men,  at  least ;  supported  by  gunboats. 

S.  W.  Crawford,  February  28, 18G1 :  4,000  men,  supported  by  the  Navy. 

I^orman  J.  Hall,  second  lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Februaiy  28, 180i : 
3,500  men  j  7  war  vessels. 

J.  C.  Davis,  first  lieutenant.  First  Artillery,  February  28, 1861 :  3,000 
men ;  6  war  vessels. 

Theodore  Talbot,  first  lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  February  28,  1861 : 
3,000  men  and  naval  vessels. 

T.  Seymour,  brevet  captain  and  lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  February 
28,1861.* 

A.  Doubleday,  captain,.  First  Artillery,  February  28,  1861 :  10,000 
men  and  Navy. 

J.  G.  Foster^  captain  of  Engineers,  February  28,  1861 :  6,000  regulars 
or  20,000  volunteers  to  take  them ;  10,000  regulars  or  30,000  volunteers 
to  hold  them. 

Captain  Ward,  who  came  here  believing  it  practicable,  abandoned  it 
after  consultation  with  General  Scott.  General  Scott  and  the  Chief  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  Mr.  Foster,  evidently  a  man  of  sound  sense  and  ex- 
perience as  a  seaman,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  waters,  having  formerly 

*  See  p.  197. 
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beeu  attached  to  the  Coast  Survey,  proposed  to  make  the  attempt  with 
cutters  of  light  draught  and  large  dimensions.  He  was  in  a  measure 
sustained  by  Commodore  Stringham,  but  did  not  suppose  provisions  for 
more  than  one  or  two  months  could  be  furnished  at  a  time. 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Memorandum  of  Capt.  G.  Y,  Fox.  * 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  8,  1861» 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Soott,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

General,  :  The  proposition  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  fully  in 
person  is  herewith  presented  in  writing.  Lieutenant  Hall  and  myself 
have  had  several  free  conferences,  and  if  he  is  permitted  by  the  South 
Carolina  authorities  to  re-enter  Fort  Sumter,  Major  Anderson  will  com- 
prehend the  plan  for  his  relief.  I  consider  myself  very  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing proposed  a  project  which  meets  the  approval  of  the  General-in-Chief, 
and  I  ask  no  reward  but  the  entire  conduct  of  the  part,  exclusive  of  the 
armed  vessels.  The  commander  of  these  should  be  ordered  to  co-oper- 
ate with  me,  by  affording  protection  and  destroying  their  naval  prepara- 
tions near  the  bar,  leaving  to  me,  as  the  author  of  the  plan,  the  actual 
operations  of  relief.  I  suggest  that  the  Pawnee  be  immediately  sent  to 
the  Delaware  Breakwater  to  await  orders ;  the  Harriet  Lane  to  be  ready 
for  sea,  and  some  arrangement  entered  into  by  which  the  requisite 
steamer  and  tugs  should  be  engaged,  at  least  so  far  as  not  to  excite  sus- 
picion. I  would  prefer  one  of  the  Collins  steamers.  They  are  now  being 
prepared  for  sea,  and  are  of  such  a  size  and  power  as  to  be  able  fear- 
lessly to  run  down  any  vessels  which  might  attempt  to  capture  us  out- 
side by  a  coup  de  main.  I  could  quietly  engage  one  and  have  her  ready 
to  start  in  twenty-four  hours'  notice,  without  exciting  suspicion.  I 
shall  leave  for  Kew  York  at  3.10  p.  m.,  and  any  communication  previous 
will  find  me  at  Judge  Blair's.  If  the  Pawnee  pivot-gun  is  landed  it 
should  certainly  be  remounted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  FOX. 

[Inclosure  F.] 

St.  Germain  Hotel,  New  York,  February  6, 1861. 

Since  the  repulse  of  the  steamer  Star  of  the  West  at  Charleston  it 
may  be  assumed  that  all  the  channels  over  the  bar  are  obstructed,  but 
as  the  bar  is  more  than  four  miles  in  length  the  spaces  between  these 
channels  are  too  extensive  to  be  closed;  therefore  at  high  water  and 
smooth  sea  the  harbor  is  perfectly  accessible  to  vessels  drawing,  say, 
seven  feet  of  water.  The  United  States  have  no  steamers  of  this  draught. 
The  skillful  officers  at  Charleston,  aware  of  this  fact,  will  conclude  that 
reUef  must  go  in  at  high  water  in  boats  or  light-draught  steamers,  inca- 
pable of  bearing  a  very  offensive  armament.  IThey  will  be  perfectly  pre- 
pared for  such  attempts  by  arming  and  heavily  manning  all  the  steamers 
they  possess,  and  at  the  critical  moment  will  throw  themselves  alongside 
of  the  relief  vessels,  and  thus  jeopardize  the  movement  by  the  very  de- 
tention of  the  conflict.  To  elude  their  vigilance  or  attempt  a  stratagem, 
however  ingenious,  I  consider  too  liable  to  failure.  I  propose  to  put  the 
troops  on  board  of  a  large,  comfortable  sea  steamer,  and  hire  two  power- 
ful light-draught  ^ew  York  tug-boats,  having  the  necessary  stores  on 
board ;  these  to  be  convoyed  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Pawnee,  now  at  Phil- 
adelphia, and  the  revenue  cutter  Harriet  Lane.     (The  Pawnee  is  the 
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only  available  steam  vessel  of  war  north  of  the  Gulf  gf  Mexico,  draws 
twelve  feet  of  water,  and  has  seven  heavy  guns.  As  a  steamer,  she 
seems  to  be  a  failure,  but  may  be  got  ready  for  this  emergency ;  at  least 
she  is,  unfortunately,  our  only  resource.)  '.rhe  Harriet  Lane  I  under- 
stand to  be  an  excellent  and  efiftcient  vessel ;  but  either  of  these  steamers 
alone  may  be  liable  to  capture  by  an  overwhelming  force. 

Arriving  off  the  bar  I  propose  to  examine  by  day  the  naval  prepara- 
tions and  obstructions.  If  their  vessels  determine  to  oppose  our  entrance 
(and  a  feint  or  flag  of  truce  would  ascertain  this)  the  armed  ships  must 
approach  the  bar  and  destroy  or  drive  them  on  shore.  Major  Anderson 
would  do  the  same  upon  any  vessels  within  the  range  of  his  guns,  and 
would  also  prevent  any  naval  succor  being  sent  down  from  the  city. 
Having  dispersed  this  force  the  only  obstacles  are  the  forts  on  Cummings 
Point  and  Fort  Moultrie,  and  whatever  adjacent  batteries  they  may  have 
erected  distant  on  either  hand  from  midchannel  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile.  At  night,  two  hours  before  high  water,  with  half  the  force  on 
board  of  each  tug  within  relieving  distance  of  each  other,  I  should  run 
in  to  Fort  Sumter. 

[Inclosure  G.] 

ISTew  York,  February  23,  1861. 

My  Dear  Blair  :  Mr.  Blunt  received  a  telegraph  from  General  Scott 
a  few  days  since  which  he  thought  indicated  an  adjournment  of  my  planj 
but  I  put  the  construction  upon  it  that  another  was  substituted  for  mine, 
and  I  feel  certain  it  must  be  "boats."  To  corroborate  this  the  New  York 
Times,  of  February  21,  says:  "Government  has  determined  to  relieve 
Fort  Sumter  by  boats  at  night."  I  consider  this  plan  possible,  and  the 
alternative  of  mine,  but  inferior  at  every  step.  The  distance  from  Fort 
Sumter  to  outside  is  five  miles — an  hour's  pull.  From  this  point  the 
open  ocean,  winter  season,  and  at  night,  say  two  hundred  men  (requiring 
for  six  months  five  hundred  and  forty-six  barrels  of  provisions)  are  to  be 
put  into  boats,  rowed  over  a  very  dangerous  bar,  and  subjected  for  half 
an  hour  to  a  fire  of  grape  from  sixty  guns.  Besides,  if  a  single  tug  (they 
have  four)  eludes  Major  Anderson's  vigilance,  she  would  run  in  amongst 
these  boats  with  perfect  impunity  to  herself  and  utter  destruction  to 
them.  I  have  made  two  cruises  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where  the  pass- 
ing of  bars  by  boats,  unless  very  light  and  in  broad  dayhght,  was  con- 
sidered the  most  dangerous  duty  we  were  subjected  to,  fatal  accidents 
being  common  in  the  smoothest  weather.  Moreover,  this  plan  has  been 
spoken  of  publicly  in  connection  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Brooklyn,  and 
from  this  fact  is  probably  made  a  special  study  by  the  Oharlestonians. 

I  simply  propose  three  tugs,  convoyed  by  light-draught  men-of-war. 
These  tugs  are  sea  boats,  six  feet  draught,  speed  fourteen  knots.  The 
boilers  are  below,  with  three  and  a  half  feet  space  on  each  side,  to  be 
filled  with  coal.  The  machinery  comes  up  between  the  wheel-houses, 
with  a  gangway  on  either  hand  of  five  to  six  feet,  enabling  us  to  pack 
the  machinery  with  two  or  three  thicknesses  of  bales  of  cotton  or  hay. 
This  renders  the  vulnerable  parts  of  the  steamer  proof  against  grape 
and  fragments  of  shells,  but  the  momentum  of  a  soHd  shot  would  prob- 
ably move  the  whole  mass  and  disable  the  engine.  The  men  are  below, 
entirely  protected  from  grape— provisions  on  deck.  The  first  tug  to 
lead  in  empty,  to  open  their  fire.  The  other  two  to  follow,  with  the 
force  divided,  and  towing  the  large  iron  boats  of  the  Baltic,  which 
would  hold  the  whole  force  should  every  tug  be  disabled,  and  empty 
they  would  not  impede  the  tugs.    When  such  men  as  George  W.  Blunt, 
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Charles  K.  Marshall,  and  Kussell  Sturgis,  all  seamen,  give  my  phm  the 
l^reference,  it  mnst  have  merit.  At  Kinburn,  in  the  Black  Sea,  eight 
gunboats  passed  in  the  night  forts  mounting  eighty  guns — only  one 
boat  hit.  The  next  day,  in  broad  daylight,  the  Cracker  (English) 
came  out  under  their  deliberate  fire — distance  nine  hundred  yards.  The 
yiadimar  (Russian  steamer  at  Sebastopol)  was  under  fire  at  various 
distances  during  the  whole  war,  but  her  motion  i)revented  her  being 
disabled.  How  few  of  Dahlgren's  shots  hit  the  target  with  all  the  ele- 
ments of  success  he  is  capable  of  producing !  I  am  sure  I  could  convince 
the  authorities  of  the  preference  that  is  due  to  this  plan,  if  I  could  argue 
the  plan  instead  of  write  it. 
Sincerely  yours, 

G.  Y.  FOX. 

[Inclosuro  H.] 

New  York,  3Iarch  1, 1861. 
Dear  Blair: 

I  just  met  Eussell  Sturgis,  who  has  charge  of  most  of  the  tow-boats 
in  the  harbor,  and  he  informs  me  that  the  Charleston  authorities  have 
opened  negotiations  here  for  the  purchase  of  two  tugs,  and  that  the  two 
proposed  are  two  of  the  three  I  had  selected,  being  the  only  three  really 
fit  for  the  work  in  the  whole  city.  I  thought  it  best  to  give  you  this 
information  at  once,  as  the  probability  of  re-enforcing  Fort  Sumter 
except  by  landing  and  capturing  their  forts  will  be  lessened  with  such 
fine  boats  as  I  have  described  in  their  possession.  Captain  Sturgis  has 
put  these  boats  in  order,  notwithstanding  my  i)lan  has  the  go-by,  for 
we  all  feel  that  a  severe  discussion  must  bring  it  up  again. 

I  met  a  Kavy  officer  to-day  who  has  Just  received  a  letter  from  Hart- 
stene.  He  is  captain  in  the  S.  C.  Kavy  with  the  same  pay  as  a  U.  S. 
captain,  and  has  charge  of  the  coast  defenses.  He  thinks  he  has  pre- 
vented an  attack  upon  Sumter  so  far,  but  says  it  will  soon  be  done,  and 
will  be  a  very  sanguinary  affair.  Paul  Hamilton,  esq.,  commands  the 
floating  battery  now  launched.  They  have  four  tugs,  which  do  not 
amount  to  much  compared  to  one  of  these  powerful  i^ew  York  ones. 

*M,  «U,  .V,  J£,  4lr  "if* 

■TT  tF  ^  ^  •«■  "TV- 

I  wrote  you  last  Sunday  in  full.    Write  me  as  soon  as  anything  defi- 
nite is  done. 
Yours, 

G.  y.  FOX. 

Direct  your  letters  care  of  A.  H.  Lowery,  77  Nassau  street,  and  I  get 
them  in  the  morning,  otherwise  not  until  p.  m.  I  trust  you  and  the 
General  will  give  me  a  hand  in  this  business.  He  seems  most  favorably 
disposed  towards  me. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  15,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  8.  Army^  Washington^  D.  C.  : 
General.:  1  have  nothing  to  report  respecting  the  operations  of  the 
South  Carolinians  around  us.  Their  works  seem  to  be  at  a  standstill, 
and  most  of  the  men,  both  military  and  laboring,  are  withdrawn  from 
them.  I  noticed  last  evening  that  one  gun  was  fired  frcwn  the  iron-clad 
floating  battery  in  town,  thus  indicating  tliat  its  armament  has  been 
placed  on  board.  A  storm  of  wind  is  prevailing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  16, 1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Army^  Washington^  B.  0.  ; 

General  :  Considerable  activity  is  exhibited  this  morning  in  the 
batteries  on  Morris  Island  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mortar  battery  on 
James  Island.  Three  steamers  have  landed  on  Cummings  Point  quite 
a  large  number  of  men,  both  laboring  and  military,  with  three  barbette 
carriages  and  four  guns,  either  24  or  32  pounders,  and  quite  a  large 
quantity  of  supplies.  The  operations,  however,  which  are  not  fully 
defined  at  this  time,  appear  to  be  directed  to  the  continuation  of  the 
works  of  defense  on  the  channel  side,  and  also  to  the  further  strength- 
ening of  the  works  as  far  down  the  -beach  as  the  light-house  and  mouth 
of  the  Stono  Eiver.  On  James  Island  the  work  is  confined  to  the  con- 
struction of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  covered  way  on  the 
beach,  connecting  the  mortar  battery  and  the  flank  of  the  line  of  in- 
trenchments  in  rear  of  Fort  Johnson,  where  it  comes  out  on  the  beach. 

I  am  still  engaged  in  filhng  up  the  exterior  openings  of  the  first- tier 
loopholes  on  the  gorge.  One-half  of  the  gorge  is  thus  strengthened.  I 
have  put  the  two  10-inch  columbiads  in  good  working  order.  The  open- 
ing through  the  masonry  wall  in  rear  of  the  main  gate  has  also  been 
lined  with  iron  plate  in  such  a  way  that  the  main  gate  may  not  be  shaken 
when  the  8-inch  howitzer  in  rear  is  fired  through  the  opening.  I  am 
also  clearing  the  i^arade  of  rubbish. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers, 


No.  74.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  16,  1861. 

Gol.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  S,  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  an  apparent  partial 
suspension  for  two  or  three  days  of  work  around  us,  they  have  resumed 
with  a  good  deal  of  activity.  Quite  a  large  party  is  now  at  work  near 
Fort  Johnson,  at  the  point  designated  ^^ Apparently  a  covered  way"  on 
the  accompanying  sketch  by  Captain  Seymour.*  Four  barbette  car- 
riages and  guns  were  landed  yesterday  afternoon  at  Cummings  Point, 
and  we  see  this  morning  that  they  are  removing  the  armament  from  the 
parapet  of  Castle  Pinckney.  Thence,  probably,  came  the  barbette  guns 
and  carriages  we  have  seen  landed  at  different  times  at  Cummings  Point. 
The  works  on  Morris  Island  will,  I  presume,  be  found  to  be  very  heavily 
and  well  armed. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  EGBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  17, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  8.  Army,'  Washington,  D,  C,  : 
General:  The  unusual  activity  observed  and  reported  yesterday 
morning  in  the  surrounding  batteries  was  due  to  preparations  for  re- 
ceiving some  distinguished  person  who  visited  them  in  the  afternoon. 

*  Here  omitted.    To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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It  is  supposed  that  this  was  Vice-President  Stephens,  of  the  so-called 
Southern  Confederacy.  Three  rounds  were  fired  from  all  the  batteries 
on  Morris  Island,  except  Ko.  1,  apparently  as  much  for  practice  as  for 
saluting,  for  most  of  the  guns  not  pointed  in  this  direction  were  shotted. 
This  firing  enabled  me  to  detect  the  positions  and  approximate  calibers 
of  the  guns  in  these  batteries. 
The  marginal  sketch  represents  this  roughly : 


No.  1.  Battery  of  sand  and  palmetto  logs,  four  24-pounders. 

]^o.  2.  Ironclad  battery,  three  guns,  42-pounders  or  8-inch  columbiads. 

No.  3.  Battery  of  sand  and  palmetto  logs,  three  guns,  24-pounders  or 
32-pounders. 

No.  4.  Battery  of  sand  and  palmetto  logs,  with  one  8-inch  columbiad 
or  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer. 

No.  5.  Star  of  the  West  battery,  five  guns,  24-pounders  or  32-pounders. 

a  is  a  large  magazine ;  b^Cjd  are  defenses  of  the  character  of  redoubts 
on  top  of  three  sand  hills. 

There  were  two  guns  at  each  round  fired  from  the  light-house  battery. 

Three  or  four  more  guns  were  landed  yesterday  with  barbette  carri- 
ages, and  most  of  them  (in  fact,  all  that  are  removed  from  the  landing 
which  is  in  front  of  battery  No.  1,  where  there  is  deep  water  close  in 
shore)  were  carried  around  upon  the  channel  side.  One,  at  least,  was 
placed  in  battery  No.  4,  making  four  guns  in  that  battery  at  present. 

These  guns  with  barbette  carriages  came  from  Castle  Pinckney,  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  upper  tier  of  which  is  being  removed  for  this  purpose. 
None  of  the  guns  from  Fort  Moultrie  bearing  upon  this  fort  or  the  chan- 
nel have  been  removed.  No  work  is  being  done  on  the  batteries  look- 
ing towards  us.  All  preparations  are  directed  to  strengthening  the 
channel  batteries  very  much,  and  to  covering  the  present  batteries  in 
the  rear,  which  was  before  open. 

No  work  of  any  magnitude  is  being  done  on  Cummings  Point  to-day 
(Sunday).  On  James  Island  the  work  on  the  covered  way  connecting 
the  flank  of  the  line  of  intrenchments  and  the  mortar  battery  is  being 
continued. 

The  weather  is  pleasant,  although  there  are  indications  of  a  storm 
brewing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  POSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
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;^o  7(j  1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  18,  1861. 

'^  (Received  A.  G.  O.,  March  20.) 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Gerwral  U,  S.  Army ; 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  removed  at  11  o'clock 
last  night  the  middle  ship-channel  buoy  1:^0.  3.  We  do  not  observe  any 
l)arties  at  work  this  morning,  except  a  very  small  one  near  the  bomb- 
proof battery  on  Cummings  Point.  On  Saturday  afternoon  several  guns 
were  fired  on  Morris  Island.  We  were  thereby  enabled  to  count  and 
mark  the  positions  of  twenty-three  guns.    The  mortar  batteries  did  not 

fire. 

Our  men  are  all  in  good  spirits,  and  although  the  weather  is  unfavor- 
able to-day,  our  sick-list  is  not  increasing. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major ^  First  Artillery ,  Commanding 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  18, 1861. 
General  J.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  V.  8.  Army^  Washington^  D.  C.  : 

General:  Being  Monday  morning,  the  working  parties  have  not  at 
this  time  been  brought  down  from  town,  consequently  very  little  appears 
to  be  doing  on  Morris  Island.  During  yesterday  and  last  night  some 
more  guns  and  barbette  carriages  were  landed  on  Cummings  Point,  the 
exact  number  of  which  I  could  not  ascertain.  Seven  barbette-top  car- 
riages are  now  lying  on  the  beach.  These,  as  I  have  reported,  have 
been  removed  from  Castle  Pinckney,  and  the  city  papers  state  that 
twenty  had  been  ordered  to  be  thus  removed  by  General  Beauregard. 

A  small  party  of  laborers  is  still  at  work  on  the  covered  way  con- 
necting the  mortar  battery  on  James  Island  with  the  left  flank  of  the 
line  of  intrenchments  in  rear  of  Fort  Johnson. 

The  weather  is  misty,  with  indications  of  a  storm. 
Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers. 

P.  S. — The  channel  buoy,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  this  fort  (shown  on 
Cost  Survey  map),  was  removed  last  night. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers. 


War  Department,  March  19,  1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  President  requires  accurate  information  in  regard  to 
the  command  of  Major  Anderson  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  wishes  a  compe- 
tent person  sent  for  that  purpose.  You  will  therefore  direct  some  suit- 
able person  to  proceed  there  immediately,  and  report  the  result  of  the 
information  obtained  by  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Indorsements.  I 

The  within  may  do  good  and  can  do  no  harm.     It  commits  no  one. 

WmFIELD  SCOTT. 

The  order  of  which  this  is  a  copy  was  presented  to  the  President  March 
19,  1861. 

G.  V.  Fox,  formerly  of  the  Navy,  was  selected  by  General  Scott  as  the 
messenger,  and  approved  by  the  President. 

S.  0. 


^o.  77.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  March  19, 1861. 

Ool.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  IT.  8.  Army:     • 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  is  still,  within  the  range 
of  our  observation.  The  snow  squall  we  had  this  morning,  and  the  con- 
sequent coldness  of  the  air,  would  have  a  tendency  to  check  their  opera- 
tions. We  are,  thank  God,  doing  very  well.  The  paymaster  is  now 
paying  off  this  command. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEET  AOT)ERSOISr, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


ISTo.  78.]  Fort  Sumter,  S,  C,  March  20, 1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  March  23.) 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night  they  were  un- 
usually vigilant  watching  the  entrance  to  this  harbor.  This  morning 
we  see  them  mounting  a  gun  in  battery  No.  1,  apparently  clearing 
ground  for  platforms  for  a  new  battery  on  the  sea  shore,  behind  No.  2, 
and  strengthening  the  covered  way  on  the  left  of  the  iron  battery.  We 
see  framework,  perhaps  for  a  large  shed,  to  the  right  of  the  iron  battery. 
They  are  evidently  apprehensive  that  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  throw 
re-enforcements  into  this  work. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  20, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  The  operations  on  Morris  Island  are  still  solely  confined 
to  strengthening  the  channel  batteries  and  to  creating  successive  points 
of  defense  to  a  land  attack  coming  up  the  beach,  as  small  redoubts  on 
top  of  sand  hills,  intrenched  houses,  &c.  All  operations  looking  to  an 
attack  on  this  fort  have  ceased.  The  throats  of  the  embrasures  of 
battery  No.  3  (see  letter  of  the  17th)  have  been  closed  with  sand  bags, 
and  the  guns  may  be  removed  to  the  channel  side,  although  I  doubt  it, 
from  the  fact  that  we  have  seen  them  land  seven  guns  with  carriages 
from  Castle  Pinckney.  They  are  now  engaged  in  mounting  additional 
guns  in  battery  No.  4. 

All  the  batteries  bearing  on   the  channel  are   being  increased  in 

14  R  R 
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strength,  aud  probably  new  batteries  out  of  sight  are  being  coustructed, 
for  the  large  working  party  constantly  employed  on  the  point  up  to  this 
time  is  now  nowhere  to  be  seen.  The  guns  are  being  mounted  by  their 
soldiers.  A  few  hands  are  at  work  on  the  covered  way  near  the  mortar 
battery  on  James  Island. 

Very  little  was  done  here  yesterday,  on  account  of  the  weather.  It 
is,  however,  quite  pleasant  to-day.  I  have  nearly  finished  filling  up 
the  openings  of  the  first  tier  of  loopholes  on  the  gorge.  In  case  the 
order  arrives  to  evacuate  this  fort,  is  it  the  wish  of  the  Department  that 
I  shall  remove  all  the  Engineer  material  that  I  can  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain^  Engineers. 

p.  s. — I  feel  sure  that  I  have  sufficient  funds  to  pay  all  dues  up  to  the 
1st  of  April,  but  lest  some  unforeseen  circumstance  should  arise  which 
would  make  it  necessary  to  have  more  money,  I  would  respectfully  aslc 
that  Lieutenant  Gill  more  be  instructed  to  honor  my  checks  on  the 
assistant  treasurer  (in  case  I  am  forced  to  overdraw),  say  to  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain^  Engineers. 

No.  79.J  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  21,  1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  quantity  of  iron  was  un- 
loaded about  11  o^clock  last  night  from  a  steamboat  at  Cummings  Point. 
We  see  the  work  mentioned  yesterday  is  being  prosecuted  this  morning. 
Nothing  else  has  occurred  attracting  attention  since  my  last  letter, 
except  the  firing  yesterday  afternoon  of  some  .two  hundred  blank  car- 
tridges from  the  Fort  Moultrie  battery. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major  J  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  21,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  8.  Army,  Washington,  I>.  C.  : 
General  :  The  work  on  the  channel  batteries  on  Morris  Island  still 
continues.  A  large  quantity  of  material,  lumber,  and  apparently  rail- 
road iron  was  landed  last  night  on  the  beach  at  Cummings  Point. 
Quite  a  large  number  of  troops  are  kept  here  and  also  on  Sullivan's 
Island. 

A  liberal  expenditure  of  powder  was  made  yesterday  at  Fort  Moul- 
trie in  firing  blank  cartridges,  apparently  to  accustom  the  men  to  rapid 
firing.  All  the  guns  on  the  chaimel  front  and  the  front  in  this  direc- 
tion Avere  fired  several  times  in  rapid  succession,  making  over  two 
hundred  guns  in  all.  The  work  on  the  covered  way  leading  to  the 
'mortar  battery  on  James  Island  is  still  slowly  continued.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  much  work  on  the  intrenchments  tltemselves  going 
forward,  probably  in  consequence  of  the  high  wind  that  is  prevailing. 
More,  however,  is  being  done  in  mounting  guns. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Ca;ptainj  Engineers, 
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No.  80.1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  22,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  March  25.) 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  few  meu  are  working 
this  morning  at  the  large  battery  near  Fort  Johnson  and  also  on  Cum- 
mings  Point  behind  battery  Ko.  2. 

I  have  examined  the  point  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Fox  last  night.  A  ves- 
sel lying  there  will  be  under  the  fire  of  thirteen  guns  from  Fq^t  Moultrie, 
and  Captain  Foster  says  that  at  the  pan-coupe,  or  immediately  on  its 
right — the  best  place  for  her  to  land — she  would  require,  even  at  high 
tide,  if  drawing  ten  feet,  a  staging  of  forty  feet. 

The  Department  can  decide  what  the  chances  will  be  of  a  safe  de- 
barkation and  unloading  at  that  point  under  these  circumstances. 
I  am,  colonel^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Inolosure.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March,  21,  1861. 
Maj.  R.  A'NJy^Ensoi^i,  First  Artillery,  Commanding: 

Major  :  I  have  examined  the  commissary  supplies  on  hand,  and 
find  them  to  be  in  kind  and  amount  as  follows,  viz : 

Six  barrels  of  flour  j  six  barrels  of  hard  bread ;  three  barrels  of  sugar ; 
one  barrel  of  coffee ;  two  barrels  of  vinegar ;  twenty-six  barrels  of  pork ; 
one-fourth  barrel  of  salt;  one  and  a  half  barrels  of  riccj  three  boxes  of 
candles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

NORMAN  J.  HALL, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  A.  A.  C.  8. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  22,  1861. 
General  Jos.  C  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S.  Army^  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  Everything  appears  to  be  quiet  this  morning  in  the  bat- 
teries around  us.  Night  before  last  the  South  Carolinians  put  down 
again  the  buoy  that  had  been  taken  up  a  few  nights  before  from  its 
position,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  east  of  this  fort.  It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  not  replaced  in  the  former  position,  but  placed  ui)on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  channel. 

Last  night  a  special  messenger,  Mr.  Fox,  arrived  from  Washington, 
and  came  down  to  the  fort  under  the  escort  of  Captain  Hartstene,  for- 
merly of  the  United  States  Navy.  After  a  confidential  interview  with 
Major  Anderson,  he  left  immediately  for  Washington. 

With  respect  to  this  fort,  I  have  filled  all  the  loophole  openings  on 
the  first  tier  with  solid  stone.  All  the  openings  are  now  closed,  with 
the  exception  of  five  near  the  ends  of  the  gorge,  which  had  been  par- 
tially filled  with  a  9-inch  brick  wall.  I  am  now  comi)leting  the  filling 
of  these  with  lead  concrete. 

I  am  also  building  traverses  in  front  of  the  hospital,  which  is  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  quarters,  and  in  front  of  the  ordnance  storeroom,  to 
shield  them  from  shells  from  Fort  Moultrie. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  FOSTER, 
Ca;ptain,  Engineers, 
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Engineer  Department, 
Washington,  March  23,  1861. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Charleston,  S.  0. : 
Captain  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  the 
17th,  18th,  and  19th  instants.  For  these  and  the  previously  received 
diurnal  reports,  the  results  of  your  vigilant  observations  and  evidences 
of  your  devotion  to  your  duties  and  loyalty  to  the  Government,  be  pleased 
to  iiccept  the  thanks  of  this  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  and  Colonel  of  Engineers, 


No.  81.1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  March  23,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  March  27.) 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  see  them  at  work  at 
the  large  battery  near  Fort  Johnson,  behind  which  they  appear  to  be 
constructing  something  with  heavy  timbers,  and  at  battery  No.  1,  on 
Mo]  ris  Island,  which  they  are  extending.  At  the  last  firing  from  this 
battery  both  shot  and  shell  were  thrown.  They  are  also  at  work  on  a 
new  battery,  not  far  from  the  Moultrie  House,  on  Sullivan's  Island. 
This  makes,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  four  batteries  between  the  fort  and 
the  east  end  of  the  island.  As  we  are  very  deficient  in  ammunition,  I 
have  directed  the  quartermaster  to  turn  over  to  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment a  quantity  of  flannel  shirts,  from  which  I  shall  have  cartridge 
bags  made. 

Our  sick-list  is  the  same  as  when  last  mentioned.  They  practice 
daily,  firing  shot  and  shell  in  the  direction  of  the  junction  of  the  Swash 
and  Main  Channels.  Their  practice  is  pretty  good.  They  are  firing 
now  from  heavy  mortars  in  rear  of  the  iron-plated  battery  on  Cum- 
mings  Point.  I  have  no  ammunition  to  spare,  and,  therefore,  do  not 
show  them  our  proficiency  in  artillery  practice. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ROBEET  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


No.  82.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  24, 1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  IS.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  do  not  see  them  working 
anywhere  this  (Sunday)  morning,  except  at  the  large  battery  at  Fort  John- 
son. I  omitted  mentioning  that  buoy  No.  3  has  been  put  down  again, 
but,  I  think,  not  exactly  in  the  place  it  formerly  occupied.  Everything 
was  quiet  and  still  last  night.  Our  sick-report  has  only  four  to-day. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDJERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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No.  83.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  25,  1801. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  March  28.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  TJ.  S  A.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  is  quiet  around 
us,  and  that  we  do  not  see  an^^  work  being  prosecuted  except  that  at 
the  new  battery  at  Fort  Johnson.  They  are  practicing  this  morning 
with  shells  from  the  columbiads  at  Fort  Moultrie  and  from  a  mortar 
battery  between  Nos.  9  and  10. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  report  of  the  condition  of  our  fort.  It  will  be 
seen  that  a  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  since  we  came  in.  We  are 
now  about  finishing  the  closing  of  the  openings  in  the  gorge — a  measure 
first  suggested  by  Captain  Doubleday. 

I  have  not  noted  the  different  operations  we  have  been  engaged  in 
from  time  to  time,  as  I  did  not  deem  them  of  sufficient  importance  to  re- 
quire it. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major ^  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

.  [Inclosure.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  24, 1861. 

Maj.  Robert  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  Commanding: 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  given  by  you,  we  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  condition  of  Fort 
Sumter  when  occupied  December  26,  1860,  the  measures  taken  to  put 
it  in  a  state  of  defense,  and  its  present  condition : 

Condition  of  the  worh  December  26,  1860. 

The  barbette  tier  was  ready  for  its  armament:  Three  24-pounders 
were  mounted  at  the  left  and  three  more  were  ready  to  be  mounted  at 
thej'iglit  gorge  angle. 

NOMENCLATURE. 


SALIENT 


LEFT  FACE 


EIGHT  FACE 


LEFT    FLANK 


LEFT  GORGfe  ANGLE 


k 


RIGHT   SHOULDER  ANGLE 


RIGHT  FLANK 


GORGE. 


RIGHT /GORGE  ANGLE 


ESPLANADE 


WHARF 


The  second  tier  of  arches  was  not  ready  for  its  guns.  The  embrasures 
were  not  yet  placed,  and  forty-one  openings,  eight  feet  square,  were  left 
in  the  scarp  wall  for  this  purpose.  Those  on  the  flanks  (20)  were  closed 
only  with  a  sheathmg  of  1-inch  boards;  the  remainder,  on  the  faces  (21), 
were  either  entirely  open  or  closed  with  three  courses  of  brick  dry-laid. 
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or  as  on  the  left  face,  with  two  courses  laid  in  mortar ;  some  few  were 
only  half  closed.  One  32-pounder  was  mounted,  for  experimental  pur- 
poses, on  the  right  flank.  .  ^        ^t.    1   f^x.  r^ 

First  tier, Eleven  32-pounders  were  mounted  on  the  lett  lace.     Uuns 

could  be  mounted  throughout.  The  forty-one  embrasures  were  closed 
with  the  ordinary  6-inch  wooden  shutters,  secured  with  a  wooden  brace 
and  ro])e  lashing.  Two  small  posterns  in  the  gorge  angles  were  closed, 
each  with  two  doors,  the  outer  hooked,  the  inner  barred.  The  soldiers' 
quarters  were  unfinished,  and  as  those  portions  that  were  tenable  were 
occupied  by  workmen,  the  transferred  garrison  was  placed  in  the  officers' 
(quarters,  which  were  completed. 

The  parade  was  crowded  with  temporary  wooden  buildings  (6),  used 
as  shops  and  storehouses,  with  a  large  amount  of  flagging,  lumber,  sand, 
shell,  and  brick,  and  with  the  ordnance,  consisting  of  sixty-six  guns 
with  their  carriages  and  5,600  shot  and  shell.  The  communications 
through  these  incumbrances  were  very  difficult. 

The  main  postern  was  closed  by  two  gates,  each  of  two  4-inch  leaves, 
secured  with  wooden  cross-bars ;  they  were  loopholed  and  were  weak 
and  insecure. 

On  the  gorge  seven  loopholed  doors  were  closed  with  5-inch  wooden  shut- 
ters; twelve  magazine  ventilators  with  wooden  shutters  at  the  throat; 
fifty-one  loopholed  windows  were  not  closed.  The  esplanade  and  wharf 
were  much  incumbered  with  flagging,  sand,  and  brick,  and  by  two  appa- 
ratuses, twelve  feet  high  and  attached  to  the  scarp  wall,  for  hoisting  boats. 

The  garrison  transferred  from  Fort  Moultrie  consisted  of  seven  officers, 
seventy- six  enlisted  men,  and  forty-five  women  and  children.  There 
were  three  officers,  one  enlisted  man,  two  hundred  and  five  laborers,  and 
one  woman  at  Fort  Sumter.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  laborers  were 
discharged  within  a  few  days,  and  the  women  and  children  were  shipped 
to  New  York  early  in  February,  1861,  leaving  at  this  date  a  garrison  con- 
sisting of  ten  officers,  seventy-five  enlisted  men,  and  fifty-five  laborers. 
There  has  been  and  is  an  ample  supply  of  water  and  a  sufficiency  of 
fuel,  principally  in  the  shape  of  lumber,  flooring,  and  gun  carriages. 

Immediately  after  the  transfer  of  the  garrison  to  this  place,  and  your 
assuming  command,  instructions  w^ere  given  to  limit  the  defense  to  the 
barbette  and  first  tier,  closing  all  openings  in  that  tier,  except  three 
or  four  at  each  angle,  where  guns  were  to  be  mounted,  and  all  openings 
in  the  second  tier,  permanently  and  securely.  The  first  labors  were 
directed  to  mounting  the  proposed  armament,  and  to  closing  these 
openings,  after  which  such  defenses  were  prepared  as  the  situation  of 
the  garrison  suggested,  until  this  date,  when  the  condition  of  the  work 
is  as  follows : 

Barbette  tier. — The  armament  is  fully  described  in  the  accompanying 
figure.*  It  consists,  in  all,  of  twenty-seven  guns,  one  of  which,  a  42- 
pounder,  is  mounted  at  the  left  shoulder  angle  on  a  casemate  carriage 
placed  on  the  chassis  of  a  10-inch  columbiad,  and  a  24-pounder  at  the 
left  gorge  angle  is  so  arranged  and  the  parapet  so  cut  away  that  it  can 
be  depressed  to  18°  and  fired  upon  the  end  of  the  wharf.  Several 
machicoulis  galleries  of  1^-inch  plank  (five  lined  with  J-inch  iron  plate) 
are  placed  on  the  parapet,  one  on  the  center  of  each  face  and  flank,  and 
three  on  the  gorge,  over  and  commanding  the  main  postern;  225  shells, 
mostly  8-inch,  are  arranged  as  grenades,  to  be  rolled  oft  the  parapet  and 
exploded  by  means  of  a  lanyard  of  proper  length.  Thunder-barrels  are 
placed  at  each  angle  and  over  the  main  gate;  fragments  of  stone,  brick, 

*  Tliese  diagrams  are  supplied  by  those  following  Foster  to  Totten,  March  27,  j).  225. 
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&c.,  along  the  breast-lieight  for  missiles;  twenty-tliree  flights  of  steps 
lead  to  the  parapet;  ammiiiiitiou  in  limber- boxes  is  placed  conv.enient 
for  instant  use,  and  grape,  canister,  shot,  and  shell  in  abundance  at 
each  gun.  Some  five  hundred  cartridge  bags  have  been  made.  The 
powder  is  well  stored  in  the  first-story  magazine  in  the  left  gorge  angle. 

Second  tier. — The  32-pounder  on  the  right  flank  is  dismounted;  the 
forty-one  8-foot  square  openings  are  securely  closed  by  a  3-foot  brick 
wall,  laid  in  cement,  and  backed  in  twenty-seven  by  two  feet  of  sand, 
kept  in  place  by  a  sheathing  of  boards  or  by  barrels,  in  eight  by  two 
feet  of  flagging-stones,  laid  dry,  and  in  six  b^^  dry  brick,  or  re-enforced 
only  by  piles  of  finishing- stufl'  and  flooring-boards. 

First  tier. — The  armament  consists  of  twenty-seven  guns,  and  is  fully 
described  in  the  plan  adjoined.*  There  are  eighteen  guns  ready  for 
instant  service,  sixteen  of  the  embrasures  in  front  of  which  are  closed 
with  the  original  6-inch  wooden  shutter,  and  also  with  an  inner  6-inch 
shutter  fitting  close  to  the  throat,  and  through  the  center  of  which  a 
link  from  the  outer  shutter  passes;  an  iron  key  tightens  both  firmly 
together.  Two  are  closed  by  iron  shutters  of  J-inch  iron  plate;  all  are 
further  secured  by  a  10-foot  brace  abutting  against  the  gun  run  "from 
battery."  Where  gune  are  mounted  (9),  but  not  required  for  immediate 
use,  the  embrasures  (9)  are  closed  temporarily,  in  addition  to  the  outer 
shutter,  by  stone  flagging,  notched  to  fit  the  throat  and  laid  flat,  or  by 
brick  laid  in  mortar.  There  are  fourteen  embrasures,  behind  which 
guns  are  not  mounted,  of  which  eight,  on  the  flanks,  are  closed  by  an 
18-inch  brick  wall  laid  in  mortar  against  the  outer  shutter ;  one  by  the 
dry-stone  flagging,  and  the  remainder  (five)  on  the  right  face,  by  an 
entire  embrasure  filling  of  brick  and  stone  laid  in  mortar. 

The  doors  of  the  two  poster jis  on  the  flanks  are  strengthened  by  3-foot 
brick  walls  laid  in  mortar  against  the  outer  doors. 

On  the  parade  four  8-inch  and  one  10-inch  columbiads  are  mounted 
as  mortars  (see  preceding  plan),  and  point  to  Morris  Island  and  Charles- 
ton. All  the  temporary  buildings  and  the  lumber  have  been  removed 
for  fuel,  the  flagging  turned  on  edge  against  the  quarters  or  in  the  ends 
of  the  casemates,  the  shell  spread  on  the  walks,  the  sand  and  brick 
used,  with  a  stone  revetment,  for  splinter -proof  traverses  about  the 
guns  and  in  front  of  the  hospital.  The  lantern  has  been  removed  from 
the  light-house  and  placed  on  a  platform  in  the  center.  The  entire 
parade  is  clear. 

Main  postern. — A  stone  and  brick  wall  laid  in  cement  is  built  against 
the  outer  gate  to  within  four  feet  of  the 
lintel.  It  is  three  feet  six  inches  thick 
and  six  feet  high.  Through  it  is  a  man- 
hole one  foot  eleven  inches  wide.  An  8- 
inch  sea-coast  howitzer  on  a  casemate-top 
carriage  only  looks  through  the  manhole. 
In  the  door  above  the  wall  are  four  loop- 
holes, reached  by  steps.  One  leaf  of  the 
gate  is  firmly  bolted  shut;  the  other  can 
be  opened  or  securely  shut,  and  through 
it  and  corresponding  with  the  manhole  in 
the  wall  is  a  manhole  closed  by  a  door. 
The  outside  of  the  gate  and  inside  of  the  small  door  are  covered  with 
J-inch  iron.  The  inner  door  is  fastened  with  a  wooden  cross-bar,  and. 
has  a  manhole  closed  by  a  door;  there  are  four  loopholes  in  it,  and  two 

*  These  diagrams  are  supplied  by  tliose  followiDg  Foster  to  Totten,  March  27,  p.  225, 
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in  the  cross  wall  to  which  it  is  hung.     Material  is  at  hand  with  whicli 
to  close  the  outer  door  permanently.    The  walls  of  the  stairways  loading 

to  the  second  floor  are  closed  with 
IJ-inch  plank,  and  openings  over 
the  postern  are  arranged  for  throw- 
ing grenades. 

The  gorge. — In  the  second  story 
the  thirty-four  windows  and  six 
magazine  ventilators  are  protected 
by  placing  in  each  two  wrought-iron 
embrasure  jams,  eight  inches  thick  and  three  feet  six  inches  long,  per- 
mitting of  musketry  fire  over  them.  In  the  first  story  the  seven  doors 
are  closed  with  a  5-inch  wooden  shutter,  against  which,  outside,  is  built 
a  9-inch  brick  wall,  laid  in  cement,  and  outside  this  a  pintle  stone,  8  feet 
by  2  feet  2  inches  by  1  foot  3  inches,  with  pieces  of  flagging,  fastened  in 
with  wooden  wedges  and  melted  lead  j  the  six  magazine  ventilators  by 
large  stones  and  lead  against  the  wall  and  shutter  j  and  fifteen  windows 
are  closed  by  the  pintle  stone  and  flagging,  fastened  with  the  wedges 
and  lead.  In  all  these  openings  the  filling  is  placed  against  the  offset 
at  the  throat,  by  Avhich  a  solid  wall,  two  feet  thid?:  and  well  secured  in 
the  rear,  has  been  obtained. 

On  the  esplanade  two  8-incli  sea-coast  howitzers  are  mounted  on  case- 
mate carriages  only,  one  each  side  of  the  main  gate,  to  sweep  the  gorge 
and  the  approaches  to  it.  The  stone,  &c.,  has  been  removed,  leaving 
only  a  row  along  the  edge  to  prevent  grenades  rolling  off.  Two  fou- 
gasses,  of  12  feet  diameter,  charged  with  50  pounds  of  powder,  are  placed 
against  the  foot  of  the  scarp  wall,  one  in  the  center  of  each  half  gorge. 
Two  mines,  charged  with  25  pounds  of  powder,  are  sunk  in  the  wharf 
40  feet  apart.  A  wooden  fence,  8  feet  high,  at  each  end  of  the  esplanade, 
extends  from  the  scarp  to  low  water.  The  stones  of  the  enrockment  in 
front  of  embrasures  to  be  opened  are  removed.  A  deep  cut  in  the  en- 
rockment on  the  left  flank  obstructs  communication. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  SNYDER, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers^  TJ.  S.  Army. 

T.  SEYMOUR, 
Brevet  Captain  and  First  Lieutenant^  First  Artillery. 

[Indorsement.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  MarcJi  25, 1861. 
Report  exhibiting  the  work  done  at  Fort  Sumter  since  its  occupation 
by  the  present  garrison,  and  its  condition  at  this  date.     Confidentially 
communicated  for  the  information  oi  the  War  Department. 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery ,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  25, 1861. 
General  Jos.  Gr.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  B.  C. : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  is  quiet  around 
us,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  at  work  on  a  temporary  build- 
ing adjoining  the  James  Island  mortar  batterj^,  no  work  appears  to  be 
in  progress.     I  shall  finish  to-night  the  solid  filling  of  tlie  last  of  the 
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extrrior  loophole  openings  on  the  first  tier  of  the  gorge,  also  the  con- 
struction of*  the  large  splinter-proof  traverse  in  front  of  the  hospital. 
To-morrow  I  shall  cut  away  a  small  portion  of  the  brick  interior  slope 
so  as  to  allow  the  10-inch  columbiad  at  the  west  gorge  angle,  barbette 
tier,  to  be  traversed  sufficiently  to  fire  on  the  Cummings  Point  batter- 
ies. The  construction  of  a  second  splinter-proof  traverse  to  cover  the 
front  of  the  magazine  and  ordnance  room,  will  also  be  commenced.  I 
am  having  an  inventory  taken  of  all  Engineer  property,  in  accordance 
with  your  directions  of  the  21st  instant,  received  yesterday.  I  regret 
that  I  am  not  able  to  make  the  return  of  property  for  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters  of  1860,  in  consequence  of  all  papers  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject (except  the  vouchers)  being  withheld  by  the  authorities  of  South 
Carolina.  The  reason  that  I  delayed  so  long  to  make  the  property  re- 
turn for  the  third  quarter  is  this  :  The  commencement  and  rapid  increase 
of  the  work  upon  the  fortifications  in  this  harbor  during  the  last  month 
of  this  quarter  and  the  three  months  of  the  following  quarter  took  all  my 
time  and  attention,  and  the  purchases  in  town,  and  settlement  of  freight 
bills  and  accounts,  took  all  the  time  of  my  clerk,  Mr.  Legare.  I  finally 
hired  another  man  to  assist  him  to  bring  up  the  accounts  and  to  enable 
him  to  make  the  return  of  property,  but  before  this  was  done  they  de- 
sired to  secede  from  the  office.  I  insisted  that  Mr.  Legar6  should  finish 
the  property  return,  which  he  promised  to  do ;  but  before  he  had  finished 
it  the  State  seceded,  and  he  left  the  office.  My  overseer  also  left  me 
suddenly  on  the  28th  of  December,  and  the  hurry  of  preparation  for  de- 
fense prevented  me  taking  an  inventory  of  property  at  that  time. 

A  considerable  amount  of  material  has  been  used  in  these  prepara- 
tions. I  can  assure  you,  however,  that  everything  used  has  been  well 
applied  and  was  necessary.  Trusting  that  the  above  explanation  of  the 
(circumstances  that  prev^ented  my  making  the  required  returns  may  be 
found  satisfactory, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  a.  FOSTEE, 

Captain,  Engineers. 


Engineer  Department, 
Washington,  March  26, 1861. 

Capt.  J.  Gr.  Foster,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Charleston,  S.  C: 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  in  letter  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, the  sum  of  $1,000  will  be  placed  to  your  credit  with  the  assist- 
ant treasurer  at  ]!^ew  York  on  account  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  to  guard 
against  the  chance  of  its  not  being  available  in  time,  through  the  ina- 
l)ility  of  the  Treasurer  to  provide  the  money,  instructions  will  be  given 
to  Lieutenant  Gillmore  to  see  that  your  checks  upon  the  assistant  treas- 
urer to  that  amount  are  honored. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  case  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter  you  will  be 
able  to  bring  away  the  books,  drawings,  papers,  and  perhaps  light  arti- 
cles of  value  in  your  care,  but  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  you  can 
secure  the  heavy  articles  of  property.  You  should,  however,  do  so  if 
you  can. 

Should  the  fort  be  evacuated,  you  will,  as  suggested  in  your  letter  of 
the  14th  instant,  leave  with  the  command,  and  report  in  person,  with 
your  assistants.  Lieutenants  Snyder  and  Meade,  at  this  Dei)artment. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEi^, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  and  Colonel  of  Engineers, 
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No  84  1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  20,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  INIarcli  29.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  quite  a  large  party  is  busy 
this  morning  on  what  is  probably  a  bomb-proof  in  rear  of  the  large 
work  near  Fort  Johnson.  They  have  extended  and  heightened  several 
of  the  works  on  Morris  Island,  particularly  ITo.  1  of  Captain  Seymour's 
sketches. 

We  are  constructing  splinter-proofs  on  the  parade,  and  closing  the 
opening  in  the  gorge  wall.  I  have  the  honor  to  mention  that  Mr. 
Lamon,  from  Washington  City,  visited  me  yesterday. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBERT  ANDERS0:N^, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

p.  s. — I  inclose  herewith  a  correspondence  between  the  South  Caro- 
lina officials  and  myself  in  reference  to  some  points  to  w^hich  attention 
was  called  some  time  since.  Expecting  a  reply  to  my  last  communica- 
tion, I  have  delayed  sending  these  letters  off,  but  now  do  so,  as  no  re- 
joinder will  probably  be  made. 
•Respectfully, 

R.  A. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  13, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  respectfully  to  inclose,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  your  excellency,  a  note  received  yesterday  by  the  clerk  of 
Captain  Foster  from  the  beef  contractor,  which  appears  to  show  an 
interference  with  your  excellency's  orders. 

I  am  confident  in  the  event  of  your  excellency  having  made  any 
change  in  your  instructions  in  reference  to  my  supplies  I  would  have 
been  promptly  notified  thereof.  A  similar  interference  may  have  pre- 
vented my  receiving  some  boxes  of  solidified  milk,  which  have  been 
several  days  in  the  city  to  my  address  and  which  cannot  have  been  de- 
tained on  account  of  freight,  as  it  was  j)repaid.  This  certainly  would 
not,  in  the  eyes  of  the  transportation  agent,  come  under  the  head  of 
contraband  of  war  or  prohibited  articles.  It  may  be  as  well  for  me  to 
mention  here  a  few  points  which  have  not  received  that  attention  to 
which  I  think  they  are  entitled. 

About  six  weeks  ago  I  sent,  under  cover  to  Col.  L.  M.  Hatch,  quar- 
termaster-general, a  note  from  Sergeant  Renehan,  of  this  command,  to 
his  brother-in-law,  asking  him  to  send  from  Fort  Moultrie  his  private 
property,  which  was  already  packed  up,  and  I  respectfully  asked  Col- 
onel Hatch  if  he  would  be  x)leased  to  give  it  his  attention.  No  reply 
has  been  received  to  my  communication,  nor  have  the  articles  been  sent. 

About  a  month  since  instructions  were  given  by  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War  that  Captain  Foster's  private  property  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
as  well  as  some  public  papers  in  the  office  in  Charleston,  should  be  sent 
down.    Neither  the  property  nor  the  papers  have  yet  been  received  here. 

Early  in  January  I  sent  some  officers  to  Fort  Moultrie  for  certain  pri- 
vate property  left  there.  They  were  received  in  so  different  a  manner 
from  the  civility  and  courtesy  that  characterized  the  manner  of  Colonel 
De  Saussure  that  I  have  not  ventured  to  make  another  attiempt  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  it,  and  I  am  thus  cut  off  from  regimental  books  (not 
public  property)  and  office  papers,  valuable  to  us,  and  merely  interest- 
ing to  others. 
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Some  of  the  ofi&cers  of  this  command  have  been  put  to  consider- 
able inconvenience  and  discomfort  by  the  detention  in  the  city  of  their 
hired  servant,  who  left  the  post  with  a  permit  from  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  War.  His  detention  after  the  discovery  that  the  correspond- 
ence, at  first  characterized  as  a  "very  improper  one,"  proved  to  be  "  noth- 
ing more  than  what  might  have  been  expected  between  any  sillj^  persons 
in  their  situations,"  is  unwarranted.  I  attached  no  importance  to  this 
matter  from  the  first,  and  so  remarked  to  a  gentleman  who  came  down 
to  see  me  in  reference  to  it.  No  one,  not  even  an  owner  of  a  slave, 
would  have  a  right,  under  such  circumstances,  to  prevent  his  return, 
and  it  was  undoubtedly  called  for  in  this  case  by  common  civility  and 
courtesy,  as  the  officers  have  no  opportunity  of  replacing  him. 

In  regard  to  packages  arriving  from  time  to  time,  through  the  express 
or  otherwise,  if  it  is  necessary  to  trouble  your  excellency  for  special 
permits  whenever  articles  of  such  minor  importance  as  condiments, 
&c.,  are  to  be  sent  down  to  us,  \t  is  questionable  with  me  whether  it 
woidd  not  be  better  for  us  to  do  without  them  altogether,  and  to  send 
instructions  to  the  various  express  companies  not  to  receive  any  pack- 
ages destined  for  my  command. 

With  sentiments  of  high  consideration  and  regard, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  A]S^DERS0:N^, 
Major  J  IT,  8.  Army^^  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  IN'o.  2.] 

Executive  Office,  Department  of  War, 

Charleston^  8.  0.,  March  15,  1861. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson: 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  inform  you 
that  he  is  unwilling  to  modify  his  original  permission  that  you  should 
receive  from  the  markets  in  this  city  such  supplies  of  fresh  meat  and 
vegetables  as  you  might  indicate.  A  proper  investigation  will  be  in- 
stituted to  inquire  what  obstacle  has  been  interposed  to  the  execution 
of  the  orders  given  on  the  subject. 

I  will  inquire  why  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hatch  has  not  sent  the  private 
property  of  Sergeant  Renehan  which  was  left  at  Fort  Moultrie. 

With  respect  to  the  furniture  left  by  Captain  Foster  in  the  house  occu- 
pied by  him  before  he  left  Sullivan's  Island,  and  the  papers,  &c.,  left 
in  his  office  in  this  city,  I  reply  that  Captain  Simonton  was  requested  to 
separate  the  furniture  claimed  by  Captain  Foster  from  his  own,  and 
send  it  to  Fort  Sumter  through  the  quartermaster-general.  This  has 
been  delayed,  I  believe,  chiefly  on  account  of  some  reclamations  on  the 
part  of  Captain  Simonton  for  injuries  done  to  his  own  furniture  during 
the  time  the  house  was  occupied  by  Captain  Foster,  and  for  rent.  I 
have  been  informed  that  the  matter  has  been  attended  to  by  Captain 
Simonton  within  the  past  few  days,  and  I  will  take  steps  to  have  Cap- 
tain Foster's  property  sent  to  him  without  delay.  As  to  the  papers, 
Mr.  Legar6,  who  was  indicated  by  Captain  Foster  as  a  proper  person  to 
carry  out  his  wishes,  reported  to  me  that  he  had  collected  and  sent  the 
papers,  &c.,  to  Captain  Foster. 

With  respect  to  the  property  which  you  failed  to  recover  from  Fort 
Moultrie,  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ripley  that  he  sent  word 
to  you  that  if  you  would  transmit  an  inventory  of  any  articles  of  prop- 
erty left  by  you  he  would  endeavor  to  collect  and  send  them  to  you,  but 
that  he  received  no  reply  to  his  offer. 
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As  to  the  scrvaut  referred  to  in  your  letter,  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
say  that  I  am  unwilling  to  disciuss  any  question  of  right  or  courtesy 
<n'owing  out  of  the  case  beyond  the  unquestionable  privilege  of  a  slave 
owner  to  permit  or  not,  at  his  own  pleasure,  the  return  of  his  slave  to  a 
hostile  fort ;  but,  as  you  have  put  a  different  interpretation  or  the  lan- 
guage employed  by  me  in  my  letters  on  the  subject  than  I  designed,  I 
desire  to  state  what  I  did  mean:  ''The  very  improper  correspondence" 
between  the  slaves  to  which  I  alluded  had  reference  to  the  slaves  alone, 
9,s  information  was  given  by  the  Avoman  to  the  boy  of  operations  in  this 
city  which  were  not  proper  to  be  communicated  to  any  one  in  your  gar- 
rison, and  the  reply  of  the  boy  clearly  showed  that  his  temper  and  prin- 
ciples had  not  been  improved  by  a  residence  in  Fort  Sumter.  The  other 
words  of  mine,  which  you  quote— "  nothing  more  than  what  might  have 
been  expected  between  silly  persons  in  their  situation" — were  meant  as 
kind  expressions  on  my  part,  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  Dr.  Crawford 
and  other  officers  at  the  fort  of  any  unfavorable  impression  upon  me 
of  a  complicity  on  their  part  with  the  improper  correspondence  of  idle 
negroes. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  F.  JAMISOK. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  17,  1861. 
Hon.  D.  F.  Jamison,  Uxecutive  Office^  Department  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  the  15th  instant  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  13tli  to  his  excellency 
the  governor. 

I  hasten  to  ask  you  to  refer  to  my  letter  to  his  excellency,  and  you 
will  see  that  I  did  not  solicit  any  modification  of  his  original  permission 
about  receiving  supplies  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables.  I  am  satisfied 
with  the  existing  arrangement,  and  only  called  attention  to  a  reported 
interference  of  it.  I  thank  you  for  your  promise  in  reference  to  the 
property  of  Captain  Foster. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Riijley  did  kindly  offer  to  attend  to  colleciting  any 
"private  property"  left  on  the  island  by  the  officers,  and  I  thanked  him 
for  having  done  so. 

The  property  alluded  to  in  my  note  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  private, 
but  belongs  to  the  regiment  or  post,  and  therefore  was  not,  in  my  opin- 
ion, embraced  in  his  offer.  My  object  in  mentioning  this  matter  was  to 
call  attention  to  it,  in  order  that  such  directions  might  be  given  regard- 
ing it  as  might  be  deemed  proper. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  had  no  desire  to  discuss  the  question 
of  right  or  of  courtesy  in  reference  to  the  treatment  my  officers  received 
in  the  failure  to  return  the  hired  boy,  and  my  remarks  were  inteiuled  to 
apply  to  the  professed  owner  of  the  boy,  who,  neglecting  his  duty  as 
owner  or  master  for  months,  had  permitted  the  boy  to  hire  himself  out, 
every  one  supposing  him  to  be  free,  and  now,  at  a  time  when  the  exer- 
cise of  his  "undoubted  right"  puts  gentlemen  here  to  a  serious  incon- 
venience, for  the  first  time  asserts  his  rights  of  ownership. 

His  excellency  mentions  in  his  letter  to  me,  received  yesterday,  that  the 
boy  is  a  slave,  and,  of  course,  that  ends  the  matter.  ^  In  justic^e  to  my- 
self I  must  state  that  I  did  not  intentionally  place  a  forced  construction 
on  your  words.  The  day  your  first  letter  was  received  about  the  boy  a 
gentlemen  came  down  to  see  me  about  the  "improper  correspondence," 
which  he  was  told  liad  reference  to  the  negroes  joining  us  in  the  event 
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of  a  collision.  He  remarked  to  his  informants,  as  he  told  me,  that  he 
thought  it  a  foolish  story,  advised  them  to  say  nothing-  about  it,  and 
said  that  he  was  certain,  at  all  events,  that  I  had  no  idea  of  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  came  down  to  tell  me  of  the  rumor. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  your  letter  contains  the  remark  it  does  in 
reference  to  the  effect  of  a  residence  at  Fort  Sumter  on  the  boy's  ^'  tem- 
per and  principles,"  and  I  am  satisfied  that,  upon  further  consideration, 
you  will  regret  it. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major^  U.  S.  Army^  ConiTnandrng. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  G.,  March  26,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TI,  S.  Army,  Washington,  1).  G.  : 
General  :  I  have  nothing  of  interest  to  report  connected  with  opera- 
tions in  the  batteries  around  us.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  lack  of 
activity,  and  the  little  that  is  being  done  is  at  the  channel  batteries  on 
Morris  Island  and  the  mortar  battery  on  James  Island.  The  indications 
of  a  coming  storm  appear.  In  this  fort  the  closing  of  the  exterior  open- 
ings in  the  first  tier  of  the  gorge  is  completed,  and  the  work  on  the  splin- 
ter-proof traverses  continued.  The  sixth  and  last  temporary  building 
on  the  parade  is  being  demolished  for  fuel.  Some  lumber  and  one  con- 
demned gun  carriage  have  already  been  burned. 
Yery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain,  Engineers. 

P.  S. — A  messenger  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  arrived 
yesterday  about  2  o'clock,  and  after  delivering  his  dispatches  and  hav- 
ing an  interview  Avith  Major  Anderson,  departed  about  3  o'clock.  Mr. 
Lamon,  I  understand,  was  the  gentleman's  name,  and  he  was  escorted 
to  the  fort  from  the  city  by  Colonel  Duryea,  of  the  governor's  staff. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain,  Engineers. 


No.  85.J  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  27,  1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  March  30.) 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  heavy  guns  were  landed 
yesterday  at  Cummings  Point,  and  that  this  morning  we  can  only  see 
that  they  are  working  at  the  place  at  Fort  Johnson  mentioned  in  yester- 
day's letter.  I  send  herewith  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
since  my  last  date  between  Brigadier-General  Beauregard  and  myself. 
They  may  have  misunderstood  a  remark  which  I  have  made,  viz^  that  if 
attacked,  and  I  found  that  I  could  not  hold  possession  of  the  fort,  that 
I  would  blow  it  up,  sacrificing  our  lives  in  preference  to  permitting  our- 
selves to  fall  into  their  hands.  I  hope  that  the  authorities  here  now 
understand  distinctly  that  I  sliall  give  no  pledges  whatever.  I  shall  do 
nothing  which  is  not  fully  justified  by  the  highest  sense  of  honorable  and 
straightforward  dealing,  and  will  not  permit  froDi  any  soui'ce  any  insinu- 
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ation  that  I  have  acted  in  any  other  manner  in  the  performance  of  my 

duty,  &c.,  here.  ..... 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  ROBERT  Al^DERSOK, 

Major,  First  Artillery j  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  26,  1861. 

Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

TJ.  8.  Army,  Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  8.  C. : 

My  Dear  Major  :  Having  been  informed  that  Mr.  Lamon,  the  author- 
ized agent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  advised  Governor 
Pickens,  after  his  interview  with  you  at  Fort  Sumter,  that  yourself  and 
command  would  be  transferred  to  another  post  in  a  few  days,  and  under- 
standing that  you  are  under  the  imijression  I  intended  under  all  circum- 
stances to  require  of  you  a  formal  surrender  or  capitulation,  I  hasten. to 
disabuse  you,  and  to  inform  you  that  our  countries  not  being  at  war,  and 
wishing  as  for  as  lies  in  my  i30wer  to  avoid  the  latter  calamity,  no  such 
condition  will  be  exacted  of  you,  unless  brought  about  as  the  natural 
result  of  hostilities. 

Whenever  you  will  be  prepared  to  leave  the  fort,  if  you  will  inform 
Governor  Pickens  or  myself  of  your  intentions  relative  thereto,  we  will 
be  happy  to  see  that  you  are  provided  with  proper  means  of  transporta- 
tion out  of  this  harbor  for  yourself  and  command,  including  baggage, 
private  and  company  property.  All  that  will  be  required  of  you  on 
account  of  the  public  rumors  that  have  reached  us  will  be  your  word 
of  honor  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  that  the  fort,  all  public  property 
therein,  its  armament,  &c.,  shall  remain  in  their  present  condition,  with- 
out any  arrangements  or  preparation  for  their  destruction  or  injury  after 
you  shall  have  left  the  fort. 

On  our  part  no  objection  will  be  raised  to  your  retiring  with  your 
side  and  company  arms,  and  to  your  saluting  your  flag  on  lowering  it. 
Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  soon  under  more  favorable 
circumstances, 

I  remain,  dear  major,  yours,  very  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  26,  1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston,  8.  0.  : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  hasten  to  say  that  I  needed  no  denial 
from  you  of  the  expression  attributed  to  you.  The  moment  I  heard 
that  you  had  said  that  I  should  not  leave  this  fort  without  surrendering 
I  remarked  that  it  was  not  true,  and  that  I  knew  you  had  not  said  so. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  yourself  for  the 
assurances  you  give  me,  but  you  must  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  feel 
deeply  hurt  at  the  intimation  in  your  letter  about  the  conditions  which 
will  be  exacted  of  me,  and  I  must  state  most  distinctly  that  if  I  can  ordy 
be  permitted  to  leave  on  the  pledge  you  mention  I  shall  never,  so  help 
uie  God,  leave  this  fort  alive. 

Hoping  that  you  do  not  mean  what  your  words  express,  and  in  that 
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case  cordially  uniting  with  you  in  the  wish  that  we  may  have  the 
pleasitre  of  meeting  under  more  favorable  circumstances, 
I  remain,  dear  general,  yours  truly, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Majovj  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  26,  1861. 
Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson, 

U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  S,  C. : 

My  Dear  Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
this  date,  and  hasten  to  disabuse  you  as  to  any  intention  on  my  part 
of  wounding,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  the  feelings  of  so  gallant  an 
officer  by  anything  I  may  have  written  in  my  letter  of  this  morning. 

I  only  alluded  to  the  pledge  referred  to  by  you  on  account  of  the 
high  source  from  which  the  rumors  spoken  of  ai)peared  to  come,  and 
which,  in  the  eyes  of  many  officers  of  high  standing,  might  be  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  reason  for  executing  orders  which  otherwise  they 
would  not  approve  of;  but  I  regret  now  having  referred  to  the  subject. 
I  remain,  dear  major,  yours  very  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Fort  Sumter,   S,  C,  March  27,  1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  hasten,  in  reply  to  your  kind  and  satisfac- 
tory note  of  yesterday  afternoon,  just  received,  to  express  my  gratifi- 
cation at  its  tenor.  I  only  regret  that  rumors  from  any  source  made 
you,  for  one  moment,  have  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the  straight  path 
of  honor  and  duty,  in  which  I  trust,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  ever  to  be 
found. 

I  am,  dear  general,  yours  sincerely, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOIvT, 
Major,  TJ,  8.  Army,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  27,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TI.  8,  Army,  Washington,  _D.  0. ; 

General  :  The  only  work  being  done  this  morning  in  the  surround- 
ing batteries  is  on  Cummings  Point,  where  small  parties,  apparently  of 
soldiers,  are  at  work  on  the  parapets  of  battery  No.  3  (looking  towards 
Fort  Moultrie)  and  the  redoubt  on  the  sand  hill  in  rear  of  the  Star  of 
the  West  battery.  They  appear  to  be  repairing  the  damages  caused 
by  the  wind  and  rain  of  yesterday  and  last  night.  More  guns  were 
landed  on  Cummings  Point,  but  how  many  I  cannot  tell.  Three  of 
them,  apparently  24-pounders  on  siege  carriages,  are  now  on  the  beach 
at  the  place  of  landing. 

Two  messengers  from  the  city,  Lieut.  S.  W.  Ferguson,  formerly  of 
the  Army,  and  Colonel  Chisolm,  came  yesterday  as  bearers  of  a  letter 
to  Major  Anderson  from  General  Beauregard. 

My  operations  are  confined  to  the  collection  and  counting  of  materials. 
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clearing  of  the  parade,  construction  of  splinter-proof  traverse  in  front 
of  ordnance  room,  and  cutting  of  interior  slope  of  parapet,  so  as  to 
allow  the  10-inch  columbiad  at  the  west  gorge  angle  to  traverse  so  as 
to  fire  on  all  the  batteries  on  Cummin gs  Point. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  received  the  expressions  of  the 
approval  of  the  Department  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23d. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  sketch  showing  the  arrangement  of  guns,  &c., 
on  the  first  and  third  tiers  of  this  work.*  This  arrangement  will  prob- 
ably not  be  altered  unless  active  operations  be  commenced  against  the 
work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  J  Engineers. 

[Indorseraent.] 

Left  with  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Townsend  for  the  information 
of  General  Scott.     Returned  to  Engineer  Department  April  2,  1861. 

H.  G.  W. 


No.  86.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  28,  1861. 

Gol.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  was  quiet  last 
night.  As  we  do  not  see  the  iron-plated  floating  battery  this  morning 
in  the  position  it  has  occupied  for  some  time,  it  is  probable  that  it  has 
been  moved  to  guard  some  one  of  their  exposed  entrances.  They  are 
still  engaged  at  the  new  work  at  Fort  Johnson. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major^  First  Artillery^  Comynanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  28,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  If.  8.  Ariny^  Washington^  D.  C.  : 

General  :  Very  little  is  being  done  in  the  hostile  batteries  beyond 
the  repairing  of  damages  to  parapets,  except  at  the  James  Island  mortar 
battery,  where  about  fifty  men  are  at  work  on  the  covered  way  to  the 
left  flank  of  the  intrenchments,  and  upon  an  extension  of  the  battery 
to  the  right.  The  floating  battery  was  moved  from  her  moorings  last 
night,  and  removed  to  some  place  not  within  sight.  The  city  papers 
stated  some  days  since  that  she  was  to  be  taken  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Stono,  and  it  is  probable  that  she  was  taken  down  there,  on  the  high 
tide  of  last  night,  through  Wappoo  Creek. 

The  two  messengers  of  the  day  before  came  again  yesterday,  with  a 
second  commnnication  from  General  Beauregard  to  Major  Anderson. 
Upon  the  whole,  appearances  are  very  pacific  in  this  harbor  at  present, 
and  no  hostile  demonstrations  are  made,  or  great  activity  in  preparation 
exhibited.  The  three  siege  guns  still  remain  in  the  same  position  on 
the  beach  at  Cummings  Point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

*  For  sketch  see  p.  225, 
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Engineek  Dep't., 

March  '30th,  1861 

Eec'd  with  Capt.  Foster's  letter    ^ 
of  27th  March 
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Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  March  28, 1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S.  Army,  WashingtoUy  B,  C: 

General  :  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  there  is  a  general  suspen- 
sion of  operations  in  the  batteries  around  us.  The  guns  and  materials 
on  the  beach  on  Oummings  Point  remain  in  precisely  the  same  position 
they  have  occupied  for  three  days.  No  repairs  of  parapets  even  are 
in  progress,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  sling-cart  was  removed  to  the 
city  yesterday.  At  the  mortar  battery  on  James  Island,  where  a  few 
hands  have  been  constantly  at  work  for  some  time,  there  is  now  no 
appearance  of  labor. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th,  and  will  follow  its  instructions. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  March  28, 1861. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREaARD,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 

Dear  General  :  A  military  irregularity  occurred  yesterday,  which 
I  deem  proper  to  mention  to  you.  I  heard,  after  your  flag  had  returned 
to  the  city,  that  a  parcel  had  been  brought  in  the  boat,  and  left,  with- 
out my  knowledge.  Orders  have  been  given  which  will  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  an  irregularity.  IN^othing  should  have  been  received 
from  the  boat  except  your  letter.  Trusting  that  in  a  few  days  we  shall 
be  placed  in  a  position  which  will  be  more  agreeable  and  acceptable  to 
both  of  us  than  the  anomalous  one  we  now  occupy, 
I  am,  dear  general,  yours,  truly, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding^ 


Headquarters  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  29, 1861. 

Maj.  Robert  Anderson,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  8.  C: 

Dear  Major  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  has  just  been  received.  I  re- 
gret to  hear  of  the  irregularity  complained  of.  When  I  approved  of 
the  parcel  referred  to  being  carried  to  Fort  Sumter,  it  was  supposed,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  that  it  would  not  be  received  without  your  consent. 
No  further  privileges  of  the  kind  will  hereafter  be  granted. 

Hoping  that  we  may  soon  meet  on  the  same  friendly  footing  as  here- 
tofore, I  remain,  dear  major,  yours,  very  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding.. 


Executive  Mansion,  March  29, 1861. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  desire  that  an  expedition,  to  move  by  sea,  be  got  ready  to 
sail  as  early  as  the  6th  of  April  next,  the  whole  according  to  memoran- 
dum attached,  and  that  you  co-operate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  that  object. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
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flnclosure  No.  1.1 

Navy  Department.  Preliminary  orders. — Steamers  Pocahontas  at 
Norfolk,  Pawnee  at  Washington,  Harriet  Lane  at  New  York  (Treas- 
ury Department),  to  be  under  sailing  orders  for  sea,  with  stores,  &c., 
for  one  month.  Three  hundred  men  to  be  kept  ready  for  departure  from 
on  board  the  receiving  ships  at  New  York. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

War  Department.  Preliminary. — Two  hundred  men  to  be  ready 
to  leave  Governor's  Island  in  New  York.  Supplies  for  twelve  months 
for  one  hundred  men  to  be  put  in  portable  shape,  ready  for  instant 
shipping.    A  large  steamer  and  three  tugs  conditionally  engaged. 

March  28, 1861. 


No.  87.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  29,  1861. 

Ool.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet.  The  sling- 
cart  was  removed  from  Morris  Island  last  evening,  showing,  probably, 
that  they  have  finished  for  the  present  the  moving  of  guns,  &c.,  on  that 
island.  We  see  nothing  going  on  but  the  continued  prosecution  of  the 
work  at  Fort  Johnson.  The  sick-report  embraces  eight  to-day,  but  all 
the  cases,  with  the  exception  of  two  of  rupture,  are  slight. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEET  ANDERSON, 
Major  J  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 


No.  88.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  30, 1861. 

Ool.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-  General  U.  8.  Army  : 

OoLONEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  we  see  them  engaged  this 
morning  as  reported  yesterday.  They  have  commenced  filling  up  the 
embrasure  in  the  battery  at  the  landing  at  Oummings  Point. 

On  further  reflection,  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  floating  battery  may 
have  been  towed  down  to  some  point  whence  it  may  l3e  brought  at 
high  tide  through,  perhaps.  Light-house  Creek,  to  the  position  intended 
near  us. 
I  see  that  there  is  a  small  troop  of  cavalry  on  SuUi van's  Island. 
I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  30, 1861. 
General  Jos.  Gr.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  JJ,  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  :  Everything  is  quiet.  The  embrasures  of  the  breaching 
battery  No.  1  are  closed,  two  of  them  with  sand  bags  laid  in  solidly,  and 
two  with  more  temporary  screens.  Some  men  are  at  work  on  battery 
No.  3,  apparently  closing  its  three  embrasures  more  solidly  than  before, 
with  sand  bags.    No  other  work  appears  in  progress  on  Morris  Island 
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On  James  Island  a  party  of  fifty  men  are  at  work  extending  and  en- 
larging the  mortar  battery  at  its  right  flank.  This  is  evidently  to  be  so 
enlarged  and  furnislied  with  guns  as  to  constitute  the  strong  point  on 
which  rests  the  left  flank  of  the  line  of  intrenchments  which  covers  Fort 
Johnson,  and  perhaps  the  city  on  that  side.  In  this  fort,  the  splinter- 
proof  traverses  being  completed  and  the  parade  well  cleared,  the  men 
are  at  work  hoisting  to  the  terre-plein  the  32-pounder  chassis,  to  be  used 
for  temporary  traverses  between  the  guns. 
I  have  the'honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 


No.  89.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  3farch  31,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  C,  April  4.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  do  not  see  any  work 
going  on  this  morning.  Yesterday,  in  consequence  of  the  members  of 
the  Convention  coming  down,  a  great  deal  of  firing  of  shot  and  shell 
took  place  at  Fort  Moultrie  and  from  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island. 

The  three  batteries  outside  of  the  Star  of  the  West  have  certainly 
guns  of  very  heavy  caliber ;  this  we  know  from  the  great  extent  of  the 
ranges  and  from  the  reports. 

As  our  provisions  are  very  nearly  exhausted,  I  have  requested  Cap- 
tain Foster  to  discharge  his  laborers,  retaining  only  enough  for  a  boat's 
crew.  I  hope  to  get  them  off  to-morrow.  The  last  barrel  of  flour  was 
issued  day  before  yesterday. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  March  31,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten. 

Chief  Engineer  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C.  : 

General  :  Yesterday  the  members  of  the  State  Convention  visited  the 
batteries  on  Morris  Island  and  Fort  Moultrie,  and  from  both  places 
extensive  firing  took  place  in  honor  of  the  event.  This  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  observing  what  batteries  have  been  increased  in  strength 
since  my  last  report  on  this  subject. 

The  following  is  the  present  armament  very  nearly,  viz: 

Battery  IsTo.  1. — Four  guns.  Embrasures  closed  by  sand  bags.  Kot 
fired  yesterday. 

Mortar  battery  between  ]!^os.  1  and  2. — Three  mortars.  Fired  yes- 
terday. These  have  practiced  much  lately,  to  obtain  the  range  and 
length  of  fuse  for  this  fort. 

Battery  I^o.  2,  iron-clad.— Three  heavy  guns.  Two  of  them  fired 
yesterday. 

Battery  ISTo.  3.— Three  guns.  Embrasures  closed  with  sand  bags. 
Did  not  fire. 

Mortar  battery  between  Nos.  3  and  4.— Two  mortars.  Fired  yes- 
terday. 

Battery  No.  4. — Three  guns.    Two  fired. 

Battery  No.  5.— Four  heavy  guns,  one  columbiad  or  8-inch  sea-coast 
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howitzer.     Two  fired  yesterday, 
battery,  although  only  four  have 

Star  of  the  West  battery. — 
Four  heavy  guus,  one  of  them 
an  8-inch  columbiad  or  8-inch 
sea-coast  howitzer.  All  fired 
yesterday. 

Battery  No.  7. — These  guns 
are  not  all  in  the  same  battery, 
but  are  distributed  along  the 
beach  apparently  in  three  bat- 
teries. Eleven  guns  fired  yes- 
terday. All  were  very  heavy 
guns  except  two,  which  I  think 
were  field  pieces  in  a  sort  of 
second  tier  at  a  and  h. 

Above  these  batteries,  on 
the  sand  hills,  is  a  line  of  in- 
trenchments  surrounding  a 
house,  and  also  several  tents. 
The  field  pieces  are  apparently 
at  a  and  b,  capable  of  being 
used  to  defend  the  flanks  of 
this  intrenchment,  and  to  fire 
on  the  channel.  Their  rear 
is  covered,  each  with  a  trav- 
erse. 

It  was  evident  in  this  firing 
that  not  all  the  guns  in  posi- 
tion were  fired. 

At  Fort  Moultrie  the  firing 
exhibited  the  same  complete 
armament  as  last  reported. 

The  provisions  that  I  laid  in 
for  my  force  having  become  ex- 
hausted, and  the  supplies  of  the 
command  being  too  limited  to 
spare  me  any  more,  I  am 
obliged  to  discharge  nearly  all 
my  men  to-day.  I  retain  only 
enough  to  man  a  boat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

J.  a.  FOSTEE, 
Captaifij  Engineers, 


I  think  there  are  six  guns  in  this 
been  seen  to  fire. 

[Inclosuro.] 
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l^AVY  Department, 

Washington^  April  1,  1861. 

To  the  Commandant  of  the  Favy-Yard,  BrooUyn  I^.  Y.  ; 

Fit  out  the  Powhatan  to  go  to  sea  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
under  sealed  orders.  Orders  by  a  confidential  messenger  go  forward 
to-morrow. 

ABRAHAM  LmCOLK 
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No.  90.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  1, 1861. 

(Received  A.  G  C,  April  4.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  is  still  and 
quiet,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  around  us.  The  South  Carolina  Secretary 
of  War  has  not  sent  the  authority,  asked  for  yesterday,  to  enable  me 
to  send  off  the  discharged  laborers.  Having  been  in  daily  expectation, 
since  the  return  of  Colonel  Lamon  to  Washington,  of  receiving  orders 
to  vacate  this  post,  I  have  kept  these  men  here  as  long  as  I  could ;  but 
now,  having  nearly  completed  the  important  work  of  cleaning  up  the 
area,  &c.,  I  am  compelled,  in  consequence  of  the  small  supply  of  pro- 
visions on  hand,  to  discharge  them.  An  examination  of  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  A.  A.  C.  S.  will  show  that  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions brought  over  would,  had  the  issues  been  limited  to  my  command, 
have  lasted  for  a  longer  period  than  that  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 
December  26,  1860.  I  have  not  made  frequent  mention  of  the  question 
of  our  rations,  because  the  Department  was  kept  fully  informed,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  state  of  our  supply.  Lieutenants  Talbot  and  Hall 
gave  fuU  information  in  reference  to  it  when  they  went  on,  and  on  the 
27th  of  January  a  detailed  statement  was  sent  on,  from  which  any  one 
in  the  Commissary  Department  could  have  told,  knowing  the  number 
of  souls  in  the  fort,  including  the  Engineer  laborers,  the  exact  amount 
on  hand  at  any  given  time.* 

I  told  Mr.  Fox  that  if  I  placed  the  command  on  short  allowance  I 
could  make  the  provisions  last  until  after  the  10th  of  this  month ;  but 
as  I  have  received  no  instructions  from  the  Department  that  it  was 
desirable  I  should  do  so,  it  has  not  been  done.  If  the  governor  permits 
me  to  send  off  the  laborers  we  will  have  rations  enough  to  last  us  about 
one  week  longer. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AKDERSGN, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  1, 1861. 
Maj.  EOBERT  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  Commanding: 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  list  of  provisions  sold  to  Capt.  J.  G.  Foster,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  for  the  subsistence  of  the  employes  in  his  department  at 
this  post,  and  have  expressed  the  quantities  in  numbers  of  rations,  viz  : 

Five  and  one-half  barrels  of  pork — one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  rations. 

Twenty  barrels  of  flour — three  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-five 
rations. 

Gne  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  hard  bread — one  hundred  and  eighty 
rations. 

Two  and  one-half  bushels  of  beans — one  thousand  rations. 

Gne  hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds  coffee — one  thousand  seven, 
hundred  and  forty  rations. 

Seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds  sugar — ^five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty  rations. 


See  also  inclosiire  to  Major  Anderson's  letter  of  March  22,  p.  211. 
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These  provisions,  which  have  necessarily  been  consumed  by  others, 
would  have  added  to  the  time  we  have  already  been  at  this  post  sub- 
sistence for  the  following  number  of  days,  respectively : 
Pork — Sixteen  and  twenty- seven-ninetieths  days. 
Flour* and  hard  bread — Forty  and  sixty-five-ninetieths  days. 
Beans — Eleven  and  one-ninth  days.  ^ 

Coffee — Nineteen  and  one-third  days. 
Sugar — Fifty-seven  and  one-third  days. 

Or,  with  what  is  now  on  hand,  at  least  thirty -five  days  of  comfortable 
subsistence  for  the  command,  including  the  laundresses,  who  were  sent 
away  about  two  months  ago. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

NOEMAN  J.  HALL, 
Second  Lieutenanty  First  Artillery ^  A,  A.  G.  S. 


April  1, 1861. 

Extract  from  report  of  operations  for  the  month  of  Marchj  1861,  at  Fort 

Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  G, 


The  operations  of  the  month  comprise  the  mounting  of  two  42-pounder8 
— one  at  the  left  shoulder  angle  and  the  other  at  the  west  gorge  angle — 
by  means  of  a  casemate-top  carriage  adapted  to  10-inch  columbiad 
chassis ;  the  elevating  to  the  terre-plein  of  two  10-inch  columbiads  with 
their  carriages,  and  mounting  them — one  at  the  west  gorge  angle  and 
the  other  at  the  east  gorge  angle ;  moving  two  32-pounders  from  the 
left  face  to  the  gorge,  and  remounting  them ;  closing  up  the  exterior 
loophole  openings  of  the  first  tier  on  the  gorge  by  large  blocks  of  stone, 
with  the  interstices  filled  with  molten  lead ;  erecting  two  large  splinter- 
proof  traverses  on  the  parade — one  in  front  of  the  hospital  and  the 
other  of  the  ordnance  room ;  hoisting  the  surplus  gun  carriages  to  the 
terre-plein,  and  commencing  to  form  splinter -proof  traverses  of  them ; 
making  implements  for  serving  the  guns,  and  better  fastenings  for  the 
main  gates,  and  iron  casing  to  the  manhole  door  through  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  FOSTBB, 
Gaptain,  Engineers, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  April  2, 1861. 
GeneralJos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U,  S,  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General.:  Owing  to  a  dense  fog  which  has  prevailed  since  last 
evening  nothing  can  be  seen  beyond  a  few  yards  from  the  fort.  There 
are  no  indications  to  believe  that  there  is  any  movement  on  foot,  or  that 
the  state  of  partial  inactivity  last  reported  has  been  at  all  changed. 
The  necessary  permit  from  the  governor  for  the  discharged  men  to 
land  at  Fort  Johnson  did  not  arrive  in  season  yesterday,  consequently 
they  remained,  and  will  probably  leave  at  12  m.  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Gaptain,  Engineers, 
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No.  91.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  2, 1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  April  5.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet,  and,  as  far 
as  we  can  see,  no  work  going  on. 

I  received  to-day  a  copy  of  General  Orders  No.  7,  assigning  Brevet 
Captain  Talbot  to  duty  in  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Department.  The 
captain  having  remained  with  this  garrison  during  pur  imprisonment 
in  this  fort  is  very  desirous  of  being  permitted  to  stay  as  long  as  the 
command  does,  and  as  we  have  so  few  officers  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  keeping  him  a  few  days  longer,  until  I  am  certain  there  will  be  no 
need  of  his  services. 

Our  sick-list  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  on  the  increase.     The  doctor 
reports  this  morning  two  cases  of  dysentery.     The  governor  has  not 
yet  given  authority  for  me  to  send  off  the  Engineer  employes. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AKDERSOI^, 
Major ^  First  Artillery,  Gommandiiig. 


Ko.  92.1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  3, 1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  April  6.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  do  not  see  them  at 
work  this  morning.  One  of  the  guard-boats  anchored  at  8  o'clock  last 
night  (a  schooner)  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  left  shoulder 
angle  of  this  work.     She  is  still  there. 

The  governor  of  South  Carolina  has  not  sent  the  permission  aUuded  to 
yesterday,  and  to  day  notice  has  been  received  that  no  butter  can  be 
sent  down  and  only  one  quarter  of  a  box  of  soap.  These  little  matters 
indicate,  perhaps,  an  intention  to  stop  our  supplies  entirely.  I  must, 
therefore,  most  respectfully  and  urgently  ask  for  instructions  what  I  am 
to  do  as  soon  as  my  provisions  are  exhausted.  Our  bread  will  last  four 
or  five  days. 

Hoping  that  definite  and  full  instructions  will  be  sent  to  me  imme- 
diately, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Washington,  April  3,  1861. 
To  the  Secretary  op  War: 

Under  the  strongest  convictions  on  some  military  questions  upon 
which  great  political  events  seem  about  to  turn,  I  feel  impelled  to  state 
them,  since  they  are  of  a  nature  to  derive,  possibly,  a  little  weight  from 
my  official  relation  to  them,  and  since,  moreover,  circumstances  might 
cause  my  failing  to  make  the  statement  in  time  to  be  considered  as  a 
grave  delinquency.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  question  of  defending  or 
abandoning  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort  Pickens. 

Fort  Sumter. — In  addition  to  what  I  have  heretofore  said  as  to  the 
impracticability  of  efficiently  re-enforcing  and  supplying  this  fort,  I  will 
now  say  only  that  if  the  fort  was  filled  with  men  and  munitions  it  could 
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hold  out  but  a  short  time.  It  would  be  obliged  to  surrender  with  much 
loss  of  life,  for  it  would  be  bravely  aud  obstinately  defended,  and  the 
greater  the  crowd  within  the  greater  the  proportionate  loss.  This  issue 
can  be  averted  only  by  sending  a  large  array  and  navy  to  capture  all 
the  surrounding  forts  and  batteries,  and  to  assemble  and  apply  these 
there  is  now  no  time.  If  we  do  not  evacuate  Fort  Sumter  it  will  be 
wrested  from  us  by  force. 

Fort  Fickens. — Wexe  this  fort  provided  with  a  garrison  of  eight 
hundred  or  one  thousand  good  soldiers,  fully  supplied  with  everything 
necessary  to  the  best  defense,  and  ably  commanded,  its  utmost  term  of 
resistance  would  be  about  ,three  weeks — rather  less  than  more.  Were 
the  besieging  army  practiced  in  the  war  of  sieges,  it  would  hardly  be 
maintained  for  a  fortnight.  With  a  garrison  of  three  hundred  to  five 
hundred  men  only,  and  in  its  present  destitution  of  essential  means,  its 
siege  supphes  consisting  of  guns  and  ammunition  merely,  and  these 
scanty  and  not  of  the  best  kind,  the  siege  must  be  a  very  short  one.  But 
even  the  making  good  the  deficiencies  would,  as  stated  above,  only 
defer  the  issue  for  a  week  or  so.  In  any  case  a  quick  surrender  would 
be  inevitable. 

Regarding  the  fort  independently  of  co-operation  on  one  side  or  the 
other  of  a  naval  force,  or  of  other  fortifications  in  the  harbor,  these  con- 
clusions are  not  to  be  doubted,  without  disregarding  all  military  expe- 
rience. The  occupation  by  the  investing  forces  of  the  shore  opposite, 
with  numerous  batteries  pouring  their  showers  of  shot  and  shell  into 
the  fort,  while  the  regular  siege  operations  upon  Santa  Eosa  Island 
were  going  on,  would  materially  abridge  the  term  of  resistance.  A  naval 
force  uniting  in  the  defense,  but  confined  to  the  waters  outside  of  the 
harbor,  might,  to  a  certain  extent,  increase  the  casualties  of  the  besiegers, 
but  would  not  materially  retard  the  operations.  In  that  case  the 
approaches  would  be  pushed  along  the  inshore  face  of  the  island,  leav- 
ing the  breadth  of  the  island,  with  its  sand  hills  and  ridges,  between 
them  and  the  ships  j  and,  moreover,  two  or  three  batteries  planted  on 
the  out- shore  face,  and  sheltered  from  the  fire  of  the  fort  by  sand  hills 
and  traverses,  would  compel  ships  to  keep  an  out-of-range  offing.  Could 
this  naval  force  act  upon  the  bay  side  of  Santa  Rosa  Island  as  well  as 
upon  the  sea  side,  the  progress  of  a  siege,  if  practicable  at  all,  might  be 
greatly  retarded.  Under  such  circumstances  this  kind  of  attack  would 
hardly  be  undertaken.  Were  the  investing  forces  numerous  and  enter- 
prising they  might,  nevertheless,  even  then  attemjjt  a  coup  de  main; 
and,  provided  the  garrison  were  weak  in  numbers,  and  worn  out  by  a 
protracted  cannonade  and  bombardment  from  the  opposite  shore,  the 
chances  of  success  would  warrant  the  attempt. 

But  I  consider  that  the  passing  of  vessels  of  war  into  the  bay  would 
be  a  very  hazardous  proceeding  in  the  face  of  Fort  McRee,  Fort  Barrancas, 
its  advanced  battery,  and  several  other  batteries  that  all  accounts  agree 
in  stating  have  been  erected  and  mounted  along  the  shore,  from  the 
navy -yard  inclusive  to  and  beyond  the  light-house.  It  is  possible,  how- 
ever, that  this  channel  might  be  passed  at  night  by  swift  war  steamers 
without  utter  destruction,  and  there  might  be  retained  by  one  or  more 
of  them  enough  efficiency  to  prevent  the  hostile  occupation  of  the  lower 
part  of  Santa  Rosa  Island,  and  the  prosecution  there  of  siege  operations 
against  Fort  Pickens.  In  such  event  resort  would  certainly  be  had  to 
cannonade  and  bombardment  from  the  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore, 
and  these  plied  with  vigor  and  perseverance  would  at  last  reduce  the 
fort  to  a  condition  incapable  of  resisting  vigorous  assault,  since  the  gar- 
rison would  be  exhausted,  and  the  means  of  defense  on  the  cannonaded 
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side  have  little  efficiency  left  to  them.  The  masonry  on  that  part  of  the 
fort  is  exposed  to  sight,  and  to  battering  from  top  to  bottom,  and  is 
pierced  besides  by  a  gateway  and  numerous  embrasures,  greatly  weaken- 
ing it.  Every  shot  fired  from  the  other  shore  would  strike  the  walls, 
and  every  shell  fall  within  them.  With  a  brave  and  well-supplied  gar- 
rison there  would  be  an  obstinate  holding  out,  no  doubt,  but  a  surrender 
would  at  last  close  a  scene  in  which  on  our  side  no  other  military  virtues 
had  room  for  display  but  fortitude  and  patience.  The  response  of  the 
fort  to  shot  and  shell  would  be  by  shot  and  shell,  but  with  little  propor- 
tionate chance  of  injury  to  the  enemy's  impassive  batteries  of  sand. 

This  last  mode  of  attack  could  be  prevented,  even  with  the  command 
of  the  inner  waters  only,  by  landing  upon  the  main  shore  a  military 
force  sufficient  to  capture  all  these  forts  and  batteries,  including  the 
navy-yard.  Admitting  the  supposition  (quite  unreasonable  as  I  estimate 
our  available  army  force)  that  we  can  before  it  is  too  late  disperse  the 
3,000  or  5,000  men  now  in  hostile  array  there  and  regain  these  posses- 
sions, what  then  *?  The  Confederate  States  can  assemble  a  large  addi- 
tional military  force  at  Montgomery  by  railroad,  and  throw  it  down  also 
by  railroad  upon  Pensacola.  Here  there  would  be  the  struggle  between 
the  two  armies — on  land,  and  not  between  forts  and  batteries. 

The  question  that  next  arises  is  not  whether  this  great  nation  is  able 
with  time  to  supply  ample  means  in  soldiers  and  munitions  for  such  a 
conflict,  but  whether,  having  expended  nearly  all  its  ready  strength  in 
reconquering  the  harbor  fortifications  and  navy-yard,  it  could  send 
timely  and  adequate  re-enforcements.  With  our  present  military  estab- 
lishment and  existing  military  laws  I  do  not  see  how  this  would  be  pos- 
sible before  all  that  had  been  gained  would  be  lost. 

The  seceded  States,  considering  themselves  as  in  a  state  of  quasi  war- 
fare, see  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  struggle  the  very  utmost  of  their  mili- 
tary energies  and  resources  will  be  called  for.  They  see,  besides,  that 
to  contend  with  the  greater  chance  of  success  they  must  profit  by  our 
present  state  of  military  weakness,  and  under  the  first  glow  of  a  great 
political  change  they  rush  ardently  into  the  requisite  preparations.  Upon 
the  battle-field  of  Pensacola  or  its  environs  they  are  now  stronger  than  we 
can  become  without  the  help  of  Congress,  and  they  can  and  will  aug- 
ment their  strength  uhere  if  necessary  beyond  anything  we  can  hope  to 
do  for  yet  many  months. 

The  above  and  much  like  reasoning  convince  me  that  we  cannot 
retain  Fort  Pickens,  provided  the  other  side  is  really  in  earnest,  and 
follows  up  with  like  promptitude  and  energy  their  early  military  prepa- 
rations. If  we  do  not  vacate  this  fort  the  result  predicted  as  to  Fort 
Sumter  will  certainly  be  realized  here  also — it  will  be  taken  from  us  by 
violence. 

Should  the  above  reasoning  not  meet  acceptance,  or  for  political  rea- 
sons should  it  be  decided  to  hold  and  defend  this  fort  to  the  last,  then 
I  have  to  say  that  every  soldier  that  can  be  spared  should  be  sent  to  its 
relief  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  accompanied  by  military  supplies  of 
every  kind  and  in  the  greatest  abundance. 

To  supply  in  some  sort  the  want  of  a  naval  force  within  the  bay  as 
large  a  force  as  can  be  spared  from  the  immediate  protection  of  the  fort 
should  be  encamped  upon  Santa  Eosa  Island  at  some  distance  from  the 
fort,  maintaining  communication  with  it  and  detaching  parties  to  watch 
the  upper  part  of  the  island.  These  will  give  timely  notice  of  the 
entrance  thereupon  of  hostile  troops,  and  will  prevent  the  erection  of 
batteries  against  our  ships  lying  off  shore,  through  which  all  supplies 
for  the  fort  must  be  derived. 
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While  the  fort  is  uninjured  many  men  need  not  remain  within  its  walls 
to  secure  it  from  surprise  or  escalade.  Of  course  the  detached  troops 
must  be  kept  within  reach  of  quick  recall.  Such  measures  may  delay 
somewhat,  though  neither  these  nor  any  others  now  within  our  reach 
will,  in  my  opinion,  prevent  the  loss  of  JFort  Pickens. 

I  present  these  thoughts  to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and,  if  he  thinks  them  of  sufficient  interest,  to  the  perusal  of  the  Presi- 
dent, because  they  force  themselves  from  me  by  the  vehemence  of  the 
convictions. 

Treating  it  purely  as  a  professional  question,  I  do  not  presume  to 
advise  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  this  connection,  merely 
presenting  what  seem  to  me  to  be  incontrovertible  facts  and  inevitable 
consequences  of  a  military  nature,  that  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 
bear  upon  the  political  question. 

Having  no  personal  ambition  or  party  feeling  to  lead  or  mislead  me 
to  conclusions,  I  have  maturely  studied  the  subject  as  a  soldier  bound 
to  give  all  his  faculties  to  his  country,  which  may  God  preserve  in  peace ! 

EespectfuUv  submitted. 

JOS.  G.  TOTTEIsT, 

Chief  Engineer, 


War  Department, 
Washington^  D,  0.,  April  4,  1861. 
Major  EoBERT  Anderson,  U,  S.  Army  : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  occasions  some  anxiety  to  the 
President. 

On  the  information  of  Captain  Fox  he  had  supposed  you  could  hold 
out  till  the  15th  instant  without  any  great  inconvenience ;  and  had  pre- 
pared an  expedition  to  relieve  you  before  that  period. 

Hoping  still  that  you  will  be  able  to  sustain  yourself  till  the  11th  or 
12th  instant,  the  expedition  will  go  forward ;  and,  finding  your  flag 
flying,  will  attempt  to  provision  you,  and,  in  case  the  effort  is  resisted, 
will  endeavor  also  to  re-enforce  you. 

You  will  therefore  hold  out,  if  possible,  till  the  arrival  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  intention  of  the  President  to  subject  your  com- 
mand to  any  danger  or  hardship  beyond  what,  in  your  judgment,  would 
be  usual  in  military  life ;  and  he  has  entire  confidence  that  you  will  act 
as  becomes  a  patriot  and  soldier,  under  all  circumstances. 

Whenever,  if  at  all,  in  your  judgment,  to  save  yourself  and  command, 
a  capitulation  becomes  a  necessity,  you  are  authorized  to  make  it. 
Respectfully, 

SIMOI^  OAMEEOE^, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 

Worshington,  April  4, 1861. 
Capt.  G.  V.  Fox,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

Sir  :  It  having  been  decided  to  succor  Fort  Sumter  you  have  been 
selected  for  this  important  duty.  Accordingly  you  will  take  charge  of 
the  transports  in  New  York  having  the  troops  and  supplies  on  board  to 
the  entrance  of  Charleston  Harbor,  and  endeavor,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  deliver  the  subsistence.    If  you  are  opposed  in  this  you  are  directed 
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to  report  the  fact  to  the  senior  naval  officer  of  the  harbor,  who  will  be 
instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  use  his  entire  force  to  open 
a  passage,  when  you  will,  if  possible,  effect  an  entrance  and  place  both 
troops  and  supplies  in  Fort  Sumter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  April  4,  1861. 

Col.  D.  D.  Tompkins,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  No.  6  State  street,  New  YorTi  : 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  charter  such  ves- 
sels as  Capt.  G.  V.  Fox,  the  bearer  of  this,  may  designate ;  for  such 
time  and  with  such  supplies  as  he  may  indicate. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WasMngton,  D.  C,  April  4,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L.  Scott,  A.  J).  0.,  New  Yorlc: 

Sir  :  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Capt.  G.  Y.  Fox,  ex-officer 
of  the  Navy,  and  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  as  well  as  possessed  of 
extraordinary  nautical  ability.  He  is  charged  by  high  authority  here 
with  the  command  of  an  expedition,  under  cover  of  certain  ships  of  war, 
whose  object  is  to  re-enforce  Fort  Sumter. 

To  embark  with  Captain  Fox  you  will  cause  a  detachment  of  recruits, 
say  about  two  hundred,  to  be  immediately  organized  at  Fort  Columbus, 
with  a  competent  number  of  officers,  arms,  ammunition,  and  subsist- 
ence. A  large  surplus  of  the  latter — indeed,  as  great  as  the  vessels  of 
the  expedition  can  take — with  other  necessaries,  will  be  needed  for  the 
augmented  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter. 

The  subsistence  and  other  supplies  should  be  assorted  like  those 
which  were  provided  by  you  and  Captain  Ward  of  the  Navy  for  a 
former  expedition.  Consult  Captain  Fox  and  Major  Eaton  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  give  all  necessary  orders  in  my  name  to  fit  out  the  expedition, 
except  that  the  hiring  of  vessels  will  be  left  to  others. 

Some  fuel  must  be  shipped.  Oil,  artillery  implements,  fuses,  cordage, 
slow-match,  mechanical  levers,  and  gins,  &c.,  should  also  be  put  on 
board. 

Consult,  also,  if  necessary,  confidentially,  Colonel  Tompkins  and  Major 
Thornton. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


No.  93.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  4,  1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  April  6.) 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  report  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  a  firing  yesterday  afternoon  by  the  batteries  on  Mor- 
ris Island  at  a  schooner  bearing  our  flag,  bound  from  Boston  to  Savau- 
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nah,  which,  erroneously  mistaking  the  light-house  off  this  harbor  for 
that  of  Tybee,  and  having  failed  to  get  a  pilot,  was  entering  the  harbor. 

The  remarks  made  to  me  by  Colonel  Lamon,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  tenor  of  newspaper  articles,  have  induced  me,  as  stated  in  previous 
communications,  to  believe  that  orders  would  soon  be  issued  for  my 
abandoning  this  work.  When  the  firing  commenced  some  of  my  heaviest 
guns  were  concealed  from  their  view  by  planking,  and  by  the  time  the 
battery  was  ready  the  firing  had  ceased.  I  then,  acting  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  and  wording  of  the  orders  of  the  War  Department, 
as  communicated  to  me  in  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  dated 
February  23,  1861,  determined  not  to  commence  firing  until  I  had  sent 
to  the  vessel  and  investigated  the  circumstances. 

The  accompanying  report  presents  them.  Invested  by  a  force  so  su- 
perior that  a  collision  would,  in  all  probability,  terminate  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  force  before  relief  could  reach  us,  with  only  a  few  days'  pro- 
visions on  hand,  and  with  a  scanty  supply  of  ammunition,  as  will  be 
seen  by  a  reference  to  my  letter  of  February  27,  in  hourly  expectation 
of  receiving  definite  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  and  with 
orders  so  explicit  and  peremptory  as  those  I  am  acting  under,  I  deeply 
regret  that  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  resent  the  insult  thus 
offered  to  the  flag  of  my  beloved  country. 

I  think  that  proper  notification  should  be  given  to  our  merchant  ves- 
sels of  the  rigid  instructions  under  which  the  commanders  of  these  bat- 
teries are  acting  ;  that  they  should  be  notified  that  they  must,  as  soon 
as  a  shot  is  fired  ahead  of  them,  at  once  round  to  and  communicate  with 
the  batteries. 

The  authorities  here  are  certainly  blamable  for  not  having  constantly 
vessels  oft'  to  communicate  instructions  to  those  seeking  entrance  into 
this  harbor. 

Captain  Talbot  is  relieved,  of  course,  by  order  'No.  7,  from  duty  at 
this  post.  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  he  has  been 
zealous,  intelligent,  and  active  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  duties  here, 
so  far  as  his  health  permitted  him  to  attempt  their  performance.  I 
send  him  on  with  these  dispatches,  to  give  the  department  an  oppor- 
tunity, if  deemed  proper,  to  modify,  in  consequence  of  this  unfortunate 
affair,  any  order  they  may  have  sent  to  me.  I  will  delay  obedience 
thereto  until  I  have  time  to  receive  a  telegram  after  Captain  Talbot's 
having  reported  to  the  War  Department. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  AIlTDEESOK, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Sumter,  April  3, 1861. 
Maj.  EoBERT  Anderson,  First  Artillery,  U.  S,  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Suniter,  Charleston  Harbor  : 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  we  visited  Cummings  Point 
and  the  schooner,  bearing  the  United  States  flag,  which  was  fired  into 
by  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  and  respectfully  present  the  follow- 
ing statement  concerning  the  affair : 

The  commanding  officer  on  Morris  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  G.  De  Saussure, 
stated  that  a  schooner  with  the  United  States  flag  at  her  peak  endeav- 
ored to  enter  the  liarbor  this  afternoon  about  3  o'clock ;  that  in  accord- 
ance with  his  orders  to  prevent  any  vessel  under  that  flag  from  enter- 
ing the  harbor,  he  had  fired  three  shots  across  her  bows,  and  this  not 
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causing  her  to  heave  to,  he  had  fired  at  her,  and  had  driven  her  out  of  the 
harbor ;  that  he  thought  one  or  two  shots  had  taken  effect,  and  that  if  he 
had  a  boat  that  could  live  to  get  out  to  her  he  would  send  and  see  if  she 
were  disabled,  and  inform  Major  Anderson  at  once,  but  that  he  had  no 
proper  boat,  as  the  schooner  was  at  anchor  in  a  very  rough  place ;  that 
the  revenue  cutter  had  gone  out  to  examine  her  condition.  We  ascer- 
tained the  schooner  to  be  the  Ehoda  H.  Shannon,  Joseph  Marts,  master, 
of  Dorchester,  N.  J.,  bound  from  Boston  to  Savannah  with  a  cargo  of 
ice,  having  left  the  former  place  on  March  26.  On  account  of  unfavor- 
able weather,  the  master  had  obtained  but  one  observation,  and  that 
was  an  imperfect  one  on  yesterday.  On  his  arrival  off  Charleston  Bar, 
supposing  himself  to  be  off*  Tybee,  and  seeing  a  pilot-boat,  he  directed 
one  of  his  men  to  hold  the  United  States  flag  in  the  fore  rigging  as  a 
signal  for  a  pilot.  As  none  came,  the  flag  was  taken  down  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  the  master  undertook  to  bring  his  vessel  into  the  harbor 
without  a  pilot.  He  did  not  discover  that  he  was  not  in  Savannah  Har- 
bor until  he  had  crossed  the  bar  and  had  advanced  some  distance  in  the 
harbor.  As  he  was  passing  Morris  Island,  displaying  no  flag,  a  shot 
was  fired  from  a  battery  on  shore  across  the  bows  of  the  schooner.  The 
master  states  that  he  thought  they  wished  him  to  show  liis  colors,  and 
that  he  displayed  the  United  States  flag  at  his  peak.  One  or  two  shots 
were  then  fired  across  the  schooner's  bows,  but  he  did  not  know  what 
to  do  or  what  the  people  on  shore  wished  him  to  do ;  that  he  kept  the 
vessel  on  her  course  until  they  fired  at  her,  and  one  shot  had  gone 
through  the  mainsail,  about  two  feet  above  the  boom,  when  he  put  her 
about  and  stood  out  to  sea,  anchoring  his  vessel  in  the  Swash  Channel, 
just  inside  of  the  bar ;  that  the  batteries  kept  on  firing  at  his  vessel 
for  some  time  after  he  had  turned  to  go  out  to  sea. 

The  master  of  the  schooner  stated  that  before  leaving  Boston,  he  had 
learned  how  affairs  stood  in  Charleston  Harbor,  and  that  Fort  Sumter 
was  to  be  given  up  in  a  few  days ;  that  they  had  established  a  new  con- 
federacy down  South. 

After  satisfying  ourselves  that  the  vessel  was  uninjured,  and  as  she 
was  lying  in  a  very  rough  place,  we  advised  the  master  to  move  his 
vessel — either  to  stand  out  to  sea  and  go  on  to  Savannah,  or  to  come 
into  the  harbor  and  anchor. 

On  our  return  we  stopped  at  Cummings  Point,  and  stated  the  facts  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Saussure.  He  said  that  the  vessel  would  not  be 
molested  if  she  came  into  the  harbor. 

The  schooner  weighed  anchor  a  short  time  after  we  left,  and  stood  in 
towards  Morris  Island  for  some  distance,  but  finally  turned  about  and 
went  to  sea. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

T.  SEYMOUE, 
Captain,  First  Artillery, 

G.  W.  SNYDEE, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  4,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Pickens,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Governor  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  issue  such  instructions  as  will  enable  Bvt.  Captain  Talbot, 
recently  promoted,  to  report  himself  at  Washington  City,  in  compliance 
with  orders  he  has  received. 
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Lieutenant  Snyder  is  directed  to  give  your  excellency  a  detail  of 
the  statement  made  to  him  yesterday  by  the  captain  of  tne  schooner 
which  was  fired  upon  by  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island.  I  regret  very 
much  that  there  were  no  boats  to  warn  her,  or  to  give  her  instructions 
as  to  the  course  of  conduct  she  would  have  to  pursue  in  entering  the 
harbor,  and  I  regret,  too,  that  the  firing  was  continued  after  she  had 
turned  and  was  attempting  to  leave  the  harbor.  Believing  that  the 
fortunate  issue  of  this  affair,  without  injury  or  loss  of  life,  was  provi- 
dential, and  still  hoping  that  God  will  so  direct  the  counsels  of  all  in 
authority  that  we  shall  soon  be  relieved  from  our  unpleasant  position, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  sincere  regard,  your  obedient 
servant, 

KOBT.  ANDEESOK, 
•  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  4, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  (7. ; 

General  :  The  permit  for  my  men*  to  leave  did  not  arrive  yesterday, 
and  I  have  put  them  at  work  again  until  it  does  arrive. 

Yesterday,  at  about  2  o'clock,  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island  com- 
menced firing  at  a  schooner  that  was  entering  the  harbor  when  she  was 
about  up  with  the  channel  buoy  (channel  buoy  Sfo.  3,  Coast  Survey  Chart  of 
1858),  or  about  one  mile  from  this  fort. 

The  first  shots  were  fired  in  front  of  her,  and  the  subsequent  ones 
directly  at  her.  The  schooner  hoisted  the  American  flag.  After  receiv- 
ing a  few  shots  she  turned  about  to  run  out  through  the  Swash  Channel. 
After  a  few  more  shots  she  lowered  the  American  flag,  but  stood  on  her 
course  until  nearly  or  quite  out  of  range  of  the  guns  of  the  batteries, 
when  she  came  to  and  anchored.  The  batteries  on  Morris  Island  con- 
tinued firing  at  her — at  least,  one  of  them  did — until  she  anchored. 
Major  Anderson  sent  a  boat  with  Captain  Seymour  and  Lieutenant 
Snyder  to  ask  the  reasons  for  the  firing  from  the  commanding  officer  on 
Morris  Island,  and  also  to  obtain  permission  to  board  the  vessel  and 
ascertain  her  condition,  object  of  visit,  &c. 

The  main  points  of  the  reports  of  these  officers  upon  their  return  were, 
that  the  officer  in  command  on  Morris  Island,  Colonel  Wilmot  De  Saus- 
sure,  acted  by  orders  from  his  Government,  one  of  which  was  to  force 
a  vessel  to  show  her  colors  by  firing  across  her  bows,  and  another  to 
fire  on  any  vessel  attempting  to  enter  with  the  American  flag  flying. 

The  vessel  was  ascertained  to  be  the  Ehoda  H.  Shannon,  from  Bos- 
ton to  Sa.vannah,  loaded  with  ice.  She  was  a  schooner  of  180  tons 
burden. 

Her  captain  was  an  ignorant  man,  and,  owing  to  thick  weather  and 
making  a  mistake  in  his  reckoning,  mistook  this  harbor  for  the  one  to 
which  he  was  bound.    He  did  not  know  what  they  wanted  him  to  do. 

l!»rone  of  the  shots  struck  his  vessel,  and  only  one  struck  anything 
about  the  vessel,  and  that  passed  through  one  of  his  sails,  about  two 
feet  above  the  boom. 

I  obtained  more  imi^ortant  information  through  Lieutenant  Snyder  of 
the  channel  batteries  than  I  possessed  before. 

In  the  short  time  before  this  letter  is  to  go  I  can  only  say  that  all  the 

*  Thirty  discharged  employes. 
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guns  on  the  channel  side,  commenchig  with  l^o.  4,  inclusive,  are  en  bar- 
bette, altliough  well  protected  from  our  lire,  and  also  from  flank  fire,  by 
high  traverses.  From  No.  4  to  No.  7,  inclusive,  17  guns  were  seen,  ap- 
parently very  heavy,  most  of  them. 

Capt.  T.  Talbot  goes  to  Washington  with   dispatches.    No  supplies 
came  from  the  city  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers. 

p.  s. — The  revenue  cutter  still  lies  off  the  left  shoulder  angle,  and 
during  the  firing  ran  up  the  Confederate  flag  and  kept  it  flying. 

J.  G.  F. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  April  5, 1863 . 
Capt.  Samuel  Mercer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  IS.  Powhatan,  New  York  : 

Sir  :  The  United  States  steamers  Powhatan,  Pawnee,  Pocahontas,  and 
Harriet  Lane  will  compose  a  naval  force,  under  your  command,  to  be 
sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  an  expedition  of  which  the  War  Department 
has  charge.. 

The  primary  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  provision  Fort  Sumter,  for 
which  purpose  the  War  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  trans- 
ports. Should  the  authorities  at  Charleston  permit  the  fort  to  be  sup- 
plied, no  further  particular  service  will  be  required  of  the  force  under 
your  command,  and  after  being  satisfied  that  supplies  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  fort,  the  Powhatan,  Pocahontas,  and  Harriet  Lane  will 
return  to  New  York,  and  the  Pawnee  to  Washington. 

Should  the  authorities  at  Charleston,  however,  refuse  to  permit  or 
attempt  to  prevent  the  vessel  or  vessels  having  supplies  on  board  from 
entering  the  harbor,  or  from  peaceably  proceeding  to  Fort  Sumter,  you 
will  protect  the  transports  or  boats  of  the  expedition  in  the  object  of 
their  mission — disposing  of  your  force  in  such  manner  as  to  ojjen  the 
way  for  their  ingress  and  afford,  so  far  as  practicable,  security  to  the 
men  and  boats,  and  repelling  by  force,  if  necessary,  all  obstructions  to- 
wards provisioning  the  fort  and  re-enforcing  it ;  for  in  case  of  resistance 
to  the  peaceable  primary  object  of  the  expedition  a  re- enforcement  of  the 
garrison  will  also  be  attempted.  These  purposes  will  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  War  Department,  which  has  charge  of  the  expedi- 
tion. The  expedition  has  been  intrusted  to  Capt.  G.  Y.  Fox,  with  whom 
you  will  put  yourself  in  communication,  and  co-operate  with  him  to  ac- 
complish and  carry  into  effect  its  object. 

You  will  leave  New  York  with  the  Powhatan  in  time  to  be  off  Charles- 
ton Bar,  ten  miles  distant  from  and  due  east  of  the  light-house,  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  instant,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  transport 
or  transports  with  troops  and  stores.  The  Pawnee  and  Pocahontas  will 
be  ordered  to  join  you  there  at  the  time  mentioned,  and  also  the  Harriet 
Lane,  which  latter  vessel  has  been  iflaced  under  the  (jontrol  of  this  De- 
partment for  this  service. 

On  the  termination  of  the  expedition,  whether  it  be  peaceable  or 
otherwise,  the  several  vessels  under  your  command  will  return  to  the 


Chap.  I.l  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  241 

respective  ports,  as  above  directed,  unless  some  unforeseen  circumstance 
should  prevent. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEO]^  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ko.  94.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  A;pril  5, 1861. 

(Keceived  A.  G.  O.,  April  8.) 

Gol.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  still  and  quiet,  and 
to  send  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Snyder,  who  I  sent  yesterday 
with  a  short  note  and  a  verbal  message  to  the  governor  of  South  Garo- 
lina.  •  1^0  reply  has  been  received  to  my  note. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  Mr.  Crawford  has  misunderstood  what  he  has 
heard  in  Washington,  as  I  cannot  think  that  the  Government  would 
abandon,  without  instructions  and  without  advice,  a  command  which 
has  tried  to  do  all  its  duty  to  our  country. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  if  the  Government  decides  to  do  nothing 
which  can  be  construed  into  a  recognition  of  the  fact  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  that  it  will,  at  all  events,  say  to  me  that  I  must  do  the 
best  I  can,  and  not  compel  me  to  do  an  act  which  will  leave  my  motives 
and  actions  liable  to  misconception, 

I  am  sure  that  I  shall  not  be  left  without  instructions,  even  though 
they  may  be  confidential.  After  thirty  odd  years  of  service  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  said  that  I  have  treasonably  abandoned  a  post  and  turned 
over  to  unauthorized  i)ersons  public  property  intrusted  to  my  charge. 
I  am  entitled  to  this  act  of  justice  at  the  hands  of  my  Government,  and 
I  feel  confident  that  I  shall  not  be  disappointed.  What  to  do  with  the 
putelic  property,  and  where  to  take  my  command,  are  questions  to  which 
answers  will,  I  hope,  be  at  once  returned.  Unless  we  receive  supplies 
I  shall  be  compelled  to  stay  here  without  food,  or  to  abandon  this  post 
very  early  next  week. 

Confidently  hoping  that  I  shall  receive  ample  instructions  in  time, 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESO:t;r, 
Major  J  First  Artillery ,  Commanding^ 

[Inclosure.  ] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  4, 1861. 
Maj.  Kobert  Anderson, 

First  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army^  Commanding  Fort  Sumter : 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  went,  undef  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  company  with  Captain  Talbot,  and 
had  an  interview  with  Governor  Pickens  and  General  Beauregard.  In 
the  interview  with  the  governor,  Captain  Talbot  only  being  present, 
I  stated  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  visits  of  Captain  Sey- 
mour and  myself  to  Cummings  Point  and  the  schooner  Ehoda  IE.  Shan- 
non, which  had  been  fired  into  by  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  on  the 
3d  instant.  I  called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  had  not  complied 
with  liis  own  proposition,  to  waru  all  vessels  bearing  the  United  States 
flag  not  to  enter  the  harbor.  The  governor  replied  that  he  and  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  with  their  staft"  officers,  were  standing  on  the  piazza  of 
the  Moultrie  House,  on  SulH van's  Island,  and  saw  the  whole  affair,  and 
16  R  R 
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that  my  statement  corroborated  entirely  his  own  personal  observation, 
although  it  differed  slightly  from  the  report  of  Colonel  De  Saussure, 
the  commanding  officer  on  Morris  Island.  The  governor  said  that  the 
commander  of  the  vessel  whose  duty  it  was  to  warn  vessels  not  to  enter 
the  harbor  had  left  his  post,  and  had  reported  that  the  weather  was  too 
boisterous  and  the  sea  too  rough  for  him  to  go  out  to  the  schooner 
Shannon ;  that  this  commander  had  already  been  sent  for,  and  would 
be  dismissed ;  that  the  commander  of  the  cutter  would  be  reprimanded 
for  not  going  out  and  examining  whether  the  Shannon  were  disabled; 
and  that  peremptory  orders  had  been  sent  to  Morris  Island  to  stop  this 
random  firing. 

The  governor  also  said  that  if  Major  Anderson  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  send  out,  under  unfavorable  circumstances,  and  examine  the  condi- 
tion of  the  schooner  Shannon,  it  was  doubly  theirs,  imposed  by  human- 
ity, and  also  by  the  commercial  interest  of  their  harbor. 

General  Beauregard  was  invited  in,  and  I  repeated  what  I  had  said 
to  Governor  Pickens  to  him.  The  general  replied  in  the  same  terms 
as  the  governor,  adding  that  the  practice  firing  on  Morris  Island  would 
take  place  at  particular  hours. 

There  was  an  objection  made  to  Captain  Talbot  leaving  Fort  Sumter 
for  Washington,  but  this  was  finally  overruled  and  the  captain  allowed 
to  depart.  The  governor  said  that  orders  had  been  received  from  Mont- 
gomery not  to  allow  any  man  in  the  ranks,  or  any  laborers,  to  leave  Fort 
Sumter,  and  not  to  allow  Major  Anderson  to  obtain  supplies  in  Charles- 
ton :  that  Mr.  Crawford,  a  commissioner  from  the  Confederate  States, 
now  in  Washington,  had  sent  a  dispatch  to  him  stating  that  he  was 
authorized  to  say  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  re-enforce  Fort 
Sumter  with  men  or  provisions,  but  that  Mr.  Lincoln  would  not  order 
Major  Anderson  to  withdraw  from  Fort  Sumter,  and  would  leave  him 
to  act  for  himself;  also,  advising  the  governor  not  to  allow  any  supplies 
to  be  sent  from  the  city  to  Fort  Sumter. 

I  called  the  attention  of  both  Geaeral  Beauregard  and  Governor 
Pickens  to  the  schooner  lying  near  the  left  flank  of  Fort  Sumter.  They 
said  they  knew  nothing  of  her,  but  would  send  and  ascertain,  and  direct 
her  to  move  further  from  the  fort.  Governor  Pickens  remarked  that  as 
they  were  now  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Confederate  States  he 
hfid  consulted  with  General  Beauregard,  who  was  now  in  command  of 
trie  troops  stationed  here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SNYDEE, 
First  Lieut,  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  Army, 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  5,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General:  I  wrote  yesterday  by  Captain  Talbot,  who  left  .here  at 
12  m.,  as  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Major  Anderson  to  the  Government. 
Lieutenant  Snyder  accompanied  him  to  tlie  city  as  bearer  of  a  communi- 
cation to  the  governor  and  General  Beauregard,  relating  to  the  firing 
upon  the  schooner  Khoda  H.  Shannon,  and  to  the  presence  of  the 
revenue  cutter  so  near  tlie  walls  of  this  fort.  Tlie  result  of  this  mission, 
so  far  as  I  understand  it,  is  this :  First,  (Japtain  Talbot,  after  some  con- 
sultation, was  permitted  by  the  authorities  to  ))roceed  to  Washington. 
Second,  it  was  stated  that  no  Engineer  employe  or  enlisted  man  would 
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be  permitted  to  leave  the  fort  until  the  command  was  withdrawn,  in 
consequence  of  a  dispatch  from  Commissioner  Crawford,  at  Washington, 
to  the  effect  that  "I  am  authorized  to  say  that  this  Government  will  not 
undertake  to  supply  Fort  Sumter  without  notice  to  you  [Governor 
Pickens].  My  opinion  is  that  the  President  has  not  the  courage  to  exe- 
cute the  order  agreed  on  in  Cabinet  for  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  but 
that  he  intends  to  shift  the  responsibility  upon  Major  Anderson  by 
suffering  him  to  be  starved  out" ;  and  that  no  more  supplies  for  the  fort 
could  come  from  the  city.  Third,  that  more  stringent  orders  would  be 
given  to  regulate  the  firing  from  the  batteries  and  to  restrict  random 
firing,  not,  however,  changing  in  the  least  the  order  to  fire  on  any  vessel 
attempting  to  force  her  way  in  after  being  warned  off*.  Fourth,  dis- 
claiming any  knowledge  of  the  revenue  cutter  so  near  the  walls,  and 
expressing  a  determination  to  investigate  the  subject. 

In  returning  from  the  city  Lieutenant  Snyder  called  for  the  mail  at 
Fort  Johnson,  where  he  also  took  on  board  a  small  supply  of  beef  and 
cabbages,  which  had  come  from  the  city  the  day  before,  too  late  for  our 
boat.  Soon  after  the  return  of  the  boat  from  town,  the  cutter  moved  her 
anchorage  to  a  position  about  four  hundred  yards  from  the  left  shoulder 
angle.  My  force  is  now  at  work  putting  up  splinter-proof  traverses  on 
the  terre-plein. 

My  supplies  of  provisions  that  I  laid  in  before  the  commencement  of 
the  investment  were  yesterday  reduced  to  one  half-barrel  of  cornmeal, 
one-seventh  barrel  of  grits,  and  eleven  codfish.  Everything  else  that  is 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Engineer  force  is  drawn  from  the  scanty 
stores  of  the  command. 

There  appears  to  be  no  unusual  activity  in  the  surrounding  batteries, 
owing,  perhaps,  to  a  high  wind  which  has  prevailed  for  three  days. 

I  inclose  a  sketch  of  the  batteries  and  number  of  guns,  based  upon 
the  observations  of  Lieutenant  Snyder.  Captain  Talbot  can  give  you 
any  detailed  information  that  may  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G,  FOSTER, 

Captain,  Engineers, 

[Inclosuro  on  next  page.] 
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War  Department, 

Washington^  April  6,  1861. 

Capt.  Theo.  Talbot,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  directly  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  aud  if  on  your 
arrival  there  the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall  be  flying  over  Fort 
Sumter,  and  the  fort  shall  not  have  been  attacked,  you  will  procure  an 
interview  with  Governor  Pickens,  and  read  to  him  as  follows : 

I  am  directed  by  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  to  notify  [you]  to  expect  an 
attempt  will  be  made  to  supply  Fort  Sumter  with  provisions  only,  and  that  if  such 
attempt  be  not  resisted,  no  effort  to  throw  in  provisions,  arms,  or  ammunition  will  be 
made  without  further  notice  or  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  the  fort. 

After  you  shall  have  read  this  to  Governor  Pickens,  deliver  to  him 
the  copy  of  it  herein  inclosed,  and  retain  this  letter  yourself. 

But  if  on  your  arrival  at  Charleston  you  shall  ascertain ,  that  Fort 
Sumter  shall  have  been  already  evacuated  or  surrendered  by  the  United 
States  force,  you  will  seek  no  interview  with  Governor  Pickens,  but  re- 
turn here  forthwith. 
EespectfuUy, 

siMOi!ir  camero:n^. 

Secretary  of  War, 


No.  95.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  6, 1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  April  9.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  IT.  S,  A.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  is  quiet  around 
us.  The  schooner  (she  is  a  revenue  cutter)  reported  as  lying  near  our 
work  still  remains  there.  One  of  her  officers  boarded  our  mail-boat 
yesterday,  and  said  that  his  orders  were  not  to  permit  any  boat  to  pass 
from  Port  Sumter  to  the  shore  without  bearing  a  white  flag.  I  do  not 
believe  that  General  Beauregard  has  either  placed  her  where  she  is  or 
given  her  those  orders,  and  I  have  written  to  him  to-day  in  reference 
to  it. 

A  mortar  battery  near  Mount  Pleasant  is  firing  shells  this  morning. 
I  have  also  called  the  generaPs  attention  to  that  firing,  as  some  of  the 
shells  have  burst  nearer  to  us  than  is  safe.  The  truth  is  that  the  sooner 
we  are  out  of  this  harbor  the  better.  Our  flag  runs  an  hourly  risk  of 
being  insulted,  and  my  hands  are  tied  by  my  orders,  and  if  that  was 
not  the  case,  I  have  not  the  xjower  to  protect  it.  God  grant  that  neither 
I  nor  any  other  officer  of  our  Army  may  be  again  placed  in  a  position  of 
such  mortification  and  humiliation. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  AI^DERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

]^ew  Yorlc,  April  6,  1861. 
Lieut.  Charles  R.  Woods, 

Ninth  Infantry,  Act.  Supt.  East,  Bept.,  B.  8.,  Fort  Columbus ,  N.  Y.  : 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  desires  that  two  hundred  recruits  from 
Fort  Columbus  be  at  once  organized  into  two  companies,  and  held  in 
readiness  for  embarkation  on  Monday  next,  the  8th  instant. 


246  OPERATIONS    IN   CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    C.  [Chap.  I. 

A  proper  proportion  of  non-commissioned  officers  will  be  included  in 
the  detachment,  which  must  be  fully  supplied  with  arms,  ammunition, 
and  subsistence. 

First  Lieut.  Edward  McK.  Hudson,  Fourth  Artillery,  First  Lieut.  E. 
O.  Tyler,  Third  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut.  0.  W.  Thomas,  First  In- 
fantry, are  assigned  to  duty  with  the  recruits. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  SOOTT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  A.  I).  C,  Act.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  6,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  JD.  C. : 

General  :  I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate  this  morning  con- 
nected with  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island  or  the  other  batteries  of  which 
I  have  before  written,  l^othing  appears  to  be  doing  except  making  the 
necessary  repairs  to  embrasures,  parapets,  &c. 

A  mortar  battery  situated  on  the  shore,  a  little  to  the  east  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  commenced  practicing  yesterday  and  this  morning,  throwing 
the  shells  very  near  this  fort.  It  is  situated  about  13  degrees  to  the 
east  of  north,  on  a  line  drawn  from  the  center  of  this  work.  This  bat- 
tery, with  the  one  on  Sullivan's  Island,  the  two  on  Morris  Island,  and 
the  one  on  James  Island,  will  enable  the  besiegers  to  reach  every  part 
of  this  work  with  their  sheUs.  Against  these  the  casemates  must  prove 
the  principal  protection,  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  splinter-proof 
traverses  formed  of  the  gun  carriages,  I  have  not  enough  timber  or  sand 
bags  to  form  sheU-proof  shelters  on  the  terre-plein.  The  revenue  cutter 
(former  buoy-tender)  lies  in  the  same  position.  The  only  supplies  re- 
ceived yesterday  were  some  vegetables  that  came  from  the  city  to  Fort 
Johnson  two  days  before.  None  came  from  the  city.  I  received  yester- 
terday  General  Orders  IsTos.  6  and  7.  The  mail  continues  to  be  delivered 
regularly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers. 


Fort  Sumter,  S.  0.,  April  6, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Dear  General  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  shells  fired  this  morning  from  the  mortar  battery 
at  Mount  Pleasant  have  exploded  so  near  this  work  as  to  render  the 
further  firing  dangerous  to  the  occupants  of  this  fort,  unless  the  direc- 
tion of  the  mortar  is  changed.  I  hope,  therefore,  that,  to  guard  against 
the  possibility  of  such  an  event  (one,  I  know,  that  you  would  never 
cease  to  regret),  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  are  proper  in  the  case.  I 
think  it  as  well,  too,  to  mention  another  thing  which  occurred  yesterday 
and  has  annoyed  us.  You  know  that  since  January  14, 1  have,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  suggestion  from  and  an  arrangement  made  by  his  excel- 
lency Governor  Pickens,  been  sending  my  mails  to  and  receiving  them 
from  Fort  Jackson  about  12  o'clock  daily.  Although  I  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  do  so,  I  have  always  had  a  white  flag  in  the  boat.  As  she 
is  dispatched,  however,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  is  (the  whole  distance)  in  view  of  and  under  protection  of 
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the  guu8  of  this  fort  and  of  Fort  Johnson,  the  case  does  not  really  require 
the  use  of  that  Hag.  I^othing  has  ever  been  said  about  it  until  yester- 
day, when  on  its  return  from  Fort  Johnson  with  my  mail  she  was  stopped 
by  a  row-boat  from  the  vessel  which  remains  anchored  off  the  left  flank 
of  this  fort  (the  one  about  which  Lieutenant  Snyder  spoke  to  his  excel- 
lency and  yourself,  and  of  which  you  said  you  knew  nothing),  and  an 
officer  in  charge  told  my  men  that  his  orders  were  not  to  let  any  boat 
go  from  Fort  Sumter  to  the  shore  without  a  white  flag  and  that  he  must 
raise  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  you  have  given  these  orders,  and  I  am 
unwilling  that  my  officers  shall  leave  here,  as  we  hope  to  do  in  a  few 
days,  under  the  impression  that  you  have  either  had  that  vessel  placed 
so  much  nearer  to  us  than  any  vessel  has  ever  been  anchored  before  or 
given  her  such  orders.  I  have  never  regarded  myself  as  being  in  a  hos- 
tile attitude  towards  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina,  and  have  been 
very  particular  in  treating  every  one  who  has  approached  me  or  with 
whom  I  have  had  any  intercourse  with  the  greatest  civility  and  courtesy. 
I  hope  that  you  will  at  once  give  your  attention  to  both  these  matters, 
and  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  nothing  will  ever  occur  to  alter,  in  the 
least,  the  high  rega^  and  esteem  I  have  for  so  many  years  entertained 
for  you. 

I  am,  dear  general,  yours,  very  truly, 

EGBERT  ANDEESON, 
Major,  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding, 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  7, 1861. 
Maj.  Egbert  Anderson, 

Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C. : 

Dear  Major  :  Your  letter  dated  yesterday  was  received  by  me  this 
morning,  and  I  regret  to  learn  that  the  firing  from  the  mortar  battery 
yesterday  was  so  directed  as  to  render  the  explosion  of  the  shells  dan- 
gerous to  the  occupants  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  attention  of  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  battery  was  called  to  the  manner  of  his  firing  yester- 
day, and  orders  will  be  sent  to  him  to-day  not  to  practice  again  in  the 
same  direction. 

In  regard  to  the  vessel  lying  near  Fort  Sumter,  orders  were  given  by 
me,  as  early  as  the  4th  instant,  for  its  removal  to  some  other  point,  and 
if  it  has  not  been  done  steps  will  be  taken  to  have  it  removed  forthwith. 

The  orders  to  hail  boats  passing  to  and  from  Fort  Sumter  without  a 
white  flag  was  not  intended  by  me  to  apply  to  your  mail-boat  at  12  m., 
and  orders  will  be  given  to  the  proper  officers  to  allow  it  to  pass  as  here- 
tofore. Let  me  assure  you,  major,  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  preserve  the  friendly  relations  and  impressions  which  have  ex- 
isted between  us  for  so  many  years. 
I  am,  major,  very  truly,  yours, 

Gr.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


No.  96.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  7, 1861. 

(Eeceived  A.  G.  O.,  April  13.) 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U,  S,  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  do  not  see  any  work 
going  on  around  us.    There  was  more  activity  displayed  by  the  guard- 
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boats  last  night  than  has  been  done  for  some  time.  Three  of  them 
remained  at  anchor  all  night  and  until  after  reveille  this  morning,  near 
the  junction  of  the  three  channels.  You  will  see  by  the  inclosed  letter, 
just  received  from  Brigadier-General  Beauregard  that  we  shall  not  get 
any  more  supplies  from  the  city  of  Charleston.  I  hope  that  they  will 
continue  to  let  us  have  our  mails  as  long  as  we  remain.  I  am  glad  to 
be  enabled  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  new  cases  of  dysentery, 
and  that  the  sick-list  only  embraces  six  cases  to-day. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  AI^DERSGl^, 
Major,  First  Artillery^  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Provisional  Army,  G.  S., 

Charlest07i,  8.  C,  April  7,  1861. 

Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  8.  C. : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Confederate  Government  at 
Montgomery,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  delays  and  apparent  vacillations  of  the  United  States  Government 
at  Washington  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter,  no  further 
communications  for  the  purposes  of  supply  with  this  city  from  the  fort 
and  with  the  fort  from  this  city  will  be  permitted  from  and  after  this 
day.  The  mails,  however,  will  continue  to  be  transmitted  as  heretofore, 
until  further  instructions  from  the  Confederate  Government. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

New  YorJc,  April  8,  1861. 
First  Lieut.  Edward  McK.  Hudson, 

Fourth  Artillery,  Comdg.  TJ.  8.  troops  on  the  steamer  Baltic : 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  say  to  you  that  the 
destination  of  the  two  hundred  recruits  embarked  on  the  steamer  Baltic 
is  Fort  Sumter,  and  that  '^  Capt.  G.  Y.  Fox,  ex-ofificer  of  the  IN'avy,  and  a 
gentleman  of  high  standing,  as  well  as  possessed  of  extraordinary  nauti- 
cal ability,  has  been  charged  by  high  authority  in  Washington  with  the 
command  of  the  expedition,  under  cover  of  certain  ships  of  war." 
You  will  accordingly  be  governed  by  the  instructions  of  Captain  Fox. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  SCOTT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  A.  D.  C,  Act,  Adjt,  Gen, 


Hdqrs.  Prov.  Forces  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  April  9,  1861. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

Commanding  at  Fort  8umter,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 
Sir:  Your  favor  of  this  day  has  just  been  received,  through  Captain 
James.*    The  private  letters  you  refer  to  in  the  mail  of  yesterday  were 

*  See  Anderson  to  Thomas,  April  10,  1861,  p.  249 ;  and  for  copies  of  Anderson's  and 
Foster's  dispatches  of  April  8,  seized  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  see  Pickens  to 
Walker,  April  9,  1861,  pp.  292-294. 
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sent  to  their  destination,  but  the  public  ones  were  sent* to  the  Confed- 
erate Government  at  Montgomery,  in  return  for  the  treachery  of  Mr. 
Fox,  who  has  been  reported  to  have  viohited  his  word  given  to  Gov- 
ernor Pickens  before  visiting  Fort  Sumter. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


1^0.  99.1  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.,  April  10, 1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  April  26.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U,  S.  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  man  who  has  charge 
of  our  mails  on  his  return  trip  yesterday  brought  no  mail,  but  a  com- 
munication from  General  Beauregard,  herewith  inclosed.  I  immediately 
sent  him  back  with  a  note  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Johnson, 
requesting  him  to  return  our  mail  bag,  which  was  done. 

The  South  Carolinians  continued  all  day  yesterday  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  works  mentioned  in  97  and  98,  and  this  mo'lning  shows 
that  the  parapets  and  traverses  have  been  both  heightened  and  strength- 
ened. 

Last  night  the  guard-boats,  of  which  we  saw  eight  on  duty,  were  very 
vigilant  guarding  all  the  channels,  and  we  see  signal  vessels  very  far 
out  beyond  the  bar.  The  garrisons  of  Castle  Pinckney  and  Fort  John- 
son, and  of  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island,  have  been  strengthened  yes- 
terday  and  this  morning. 

A  detachment  of  about  sixty  horsemen  was  landed  this  morning  at 
Cummings  Point. 

This  morning  we  see  another  gun,  the  fourth,  in  the  new  battery  on 
Sullivan's  Island.  This  battery  will  bear  directly  upon  any  boat  attempt- 
ing to  land  stores  at  the  left  flank,  and  will,  independently  of  the  shower- 
of  shells  which  will  be  thrown  over  our  fort,  soon  drive  us  from  our 
barbette  guns  on  both  flanks.  All  we  can  do  after  that  will  be  to  use 
the  guns  of  the  lower  tier.  We  have  bread  enough  by  using  (as  we 
have  been  doing  for  two  days)  but  half  rations  to  last  until  dinner  time 
on  Friday. 

My  command  is  in  fine  si)irits,  but  I  see  that  the  long  confinement, 
with  the  constant  excitement,  is  telling  on  them.  None  of  us  could 
endure  fatiguing  labor  for  any  length  of  time.  I  shall  direct  all  the 
command  to  sleep  to-night  in  the  bomb-proof. 

We  are  busy  constructing  a  traverse  to  guard  the  gate  from  the  fire 
of  the  batteries  on  Cummings  Point,  x>reparing  sinks  inside,  making 
arrangements  for  a  hospital  for  the  wounded,  &c.,  placing  the  ammuni- 
tion in  secure  positions  under  the  second  tier  of  casemates  convenient 
for  use,  &c. 

We  shall  make  every  preparation  for.  the  attempted  landing,  and  I 
have  already  had  the  embrasure — the  only  one  that  can  be  used — cut 
large  enough  to  receive  a  barrel. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSOI^, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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[Inclosvues.] 

Headquarters  Provisional  Army  0.  S., 

Charleston^  S.  (7.,  April  8,  1861 — 8  p.  m. 

Maj.  Robert  Anderson, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  IS,  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  from  and  after  this  day  no 
mails  will  be  allowed  to  go  to  or  come  from  Fort  Sumter  until  further 
instructions  from  the  Confederate  Government  at  Montgomery. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD. 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  9, 1861 — ^2.15  p.  m. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  to  have  this  moment 
received  your  favor  of  8  p.  m.,  April  8,  notifying  me  that  from  and  after 
that  date  no  mails  would  be  allowed  to  go  to  or  come  from  Fort  Sumter, 
and  respectfully  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  mail  or 
mails  which  were  forwarded  prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  notification 
returned  to  this  post. 

Confidently  hoping  that  you  will  comply  with  the  request, 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding* 


No.  100.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  11, 1861. 

(Received  A.  G.  O.,  April  26.) 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  J),  C: 

Colonel  :  Although  not  permitted  to  send  off  ray  daily  report,  I  shall 
continue,  as  long  as  1  can,  to  prepare  them,  so  that  if  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  me  I  shall  have  them  ready.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
everything  around  us  shows  that  these  people  are  expecting  the  arrival 
of  a  hostile  force,  and  they  are  making  most  judicious  arrangements  to 
prevent  the  landing  of  any  supplies  at  this  fort.  Yesterday  and  this 
morning  the  garrisons  of  the  works  around  us  were  re-enforced.  Last 
night  rockets  were  thrown  up  from  Charleston  and  Mount  Pleasant, 
about  12  o'clock,  and  a  row-boat,  bearing  a  red  light,  came  down  from 
Charleston  and  communicated  with  the  guard-boats,  consisting,  as  far 
as  we  could  observe,  of  seven  steamers  and  four  schooners,  and  returned 
to  the  city  about  four  this  morning. 

We  see  the  iron  floating  battery  this  morning  at  the  west  end  of  Sul- 
livan's Island,  admirably  placed  for  pouring  a  murderous  fire  upon  any 
vessel  attempting  to  lay  alongside  our  left  flank,  and  also  well  situated 
for  enfilading  the  flanks  of  this  work.  With  all  our  watchfulness — and 
I  think  no  garrison  was  ever  blessed  with  a  more  vigilant  set  of  men — 
none  observed  the  bringing  down  of  that  raft.  They  have  also  com- 
menced another  battery,  say  about  eighty  yards  from  the  west  end  of 
SuUivan's  Island. 

They  appear  to  be  determined  to  get  as  powerful  a  fire  as  possible  on 
the  point  designated  as  the  one  where  provisions  are  intended  to  be 
landed,  and,  had  they  been  in  possession  of  the  information  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  they  could  not  have  made  better  arrange- 
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ments  than  those  they  have  made,  and  are  making,  to  thwart  the  con- 
templated scheme. 

The  least  dangerous  course  would  be  for  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
supply  vessel,  after  passing  Cummings  Point,  to  run  to  our  wharf  and 
round  to,  alongside  the  wc^-st  face  of  it.  He  would  thus  avoid,  whilst 
unloading,  the  fire  from  Fort  Moultrie,  the  batteries  at  the  west  end  of 
Sullivan's  Island,  and  of  the  iron  floating  battery,  only  being  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  batteries  in  this  end  of  Cummings  Point  and  of  Fort 
Johnson,  and  at  low  tide  the  vessels  would  be  protected  by  the  wharf 
from  the  fire  from  Cummings  Point  It  would  be  hot  work  unloading  her, 
but  not  so  bad  as  at  the  other  place.  We  nearly  finished  last  night  a 
traverse,  designed  to  protect  our  right  flank  barbette  guns  from  the 
enfilading  fire  of  the  guns  on  the  west  end  of  Sullivan's  Island,  and  we 
shall,  God  willing,  strengthen  that  one,  and  complete  the  traverse  to 
the  left  of  the  main  entrance.  The  officers  and  men,  thank  God,  are  in 
pretty  good  health ;  and,  although  feeling  aware  of  the  danger  of  their 
position,  have  greater  anxiety  about  the  fate  of  those  whom  they  expect 
to  come  to  their  succor  than  they  entertain  for  themselves. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  ANDEESON, 
Major  J  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  April  12,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instructions, 
dated  Aj)ril  6,  1861,  I  left  Washington  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
in  company  with  Mr.  E.  S.  Chew,  and  arrived  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  on 
the  evening  of  the  8th  instant.  Immediately  after  my  arrival  I  visited 
Governor  Pickens,  and,  having  informed  him  of  the  nature  of  my  written 
instructions,  stated  that  Mr.  Chew  had  requested  me  to  ask  his  ex 
cellency  for  an  interview  at  his  earliest  convenience.  The  governor 
replied  that  he  would  receive  Mr.  Chew  at  once,  and  shortly  after  I  ac- 
companied Mr.  Chew  to  the  governor's  quarters.  Mr.  Chew  read  to  the 
governor,  in  my  presence,  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  handing  him  a  copy  of  the  same,  which  was  compared  by  the 
governor.  The  governor  stated  to  Mr.  Chew  that.  South  Carolina  hav- 
ing ratified  the  constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  General  Beaure- 
gard now  had  charge  of  military  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston,  and 
that,  as  General  Beauregard  was  near  at  hand,  he  would  desire  to  have 
him  present  at  the  interview.  To  this  Mr.  Chew  assented,  and  General 
Beauregard  having  been  called  into  the  room,  the  governor  read  and 
handed  to  him  the  copy  of  the  message  which  he  had  just  received. 

In  compliance  with  your  verbal  instructions,  I  asked  Governor  Pickens 
if  I  would  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  Fort  Sumter  for  the  purpose  of 
remaining  on  duty  at  that  post.  The  governor  referred  me  to  General 
Beauregard  for  an  answer,  by  whom  the  request  was  peremptorily  refused. 
I  then  asked  if  I  would  be  permitted  to  hold  communication  with  Major 
Anderson  at  Fort  Sumter,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  after 
such  interview  I  should  immediately  return  to  Charleston.  This  was 
also  refused.  General  Beauregard  remarking  that  no  communication 
whatever  would  be  permitted  with  Major  Anderson,  except  to  convey 
an  order  for  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  such  being  the  instructions  re- 
ceived from  Montgomery. 
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I  then  informed  Governor  Pickens  and  General  Beauregard  that  I  bad 
no  further  official  business  to  transact  with  them,  and  that  it  Avas  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Oliew  and  myself  to  start  North  that  night.  Both  replied 
that  there  would  be  no  obstruction  to  our  departure,  and  each  of  them 
detailed  an  officer  of  the  staff  to  escort  us  to  the  railroad  depot.  We 
left  Charleston  at  11  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  8th  instant,  arriving  here  this 
morning.  We  were  detained  several  hours  at  Florence,  S.  C,  and  at 
Eichmond,  Ya.,  in  consequence  of  the  railway  trains  failing  to  connect  at 
those  places.  I  brought  back  with  me  the  sealed  dispatch  for  Major 
Anderson,  intrusted  to  my  care  by  the  President. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Brevet  Captain,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


COlS-inEDElR^TE:    CORRESI^ONDEilSrCE,    ETC.,* 

Executive  Department, 

Charleston,  December  28,  1860. 

Hon.  D.  F.  Jamison,  President  of  the  Convention : 

Sir  :  As  the  Convention  sent  for  me  yesterday,  to  be  informed  upon  im- 
portant business,  I  take  the  occasion  to  say  that,  under  my  order,  Castle 
Pinckney  was  taken  last  evening,  aud  the  United  States  flag  hauled 
down  and  the  Palmetto  banner  run  up  in  its  place.  Aud  I  also  ordered 
a  detachment  from  an  artillery  regiment  to  occupy  Sullivan's  Island; 
and  if  it  could  be  done  without  any  immediate  danger  from  mines,  or 
too  great  loss  of"  life,  to  take  Fort  Moultrie  and  to  run  up  the  Palmetto 
flag,  and  put  the  guns  in  immediate  preparation  for  defense.  I  have 
now  full  possession  of  those  two  forts.  I  considered  the  evacuation  of 
Fort  Moultrie,  under  all  the  circumstances,  a  direct  violation  of  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  between  the  authorities  of  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington and  those  who  were  authorized  to  act  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
and  bringing  on  a  state  of  war. 

I  therefore  thought  it  due  to  the  safety  of  the  State  that  I  should 
take  the  steps  I  have.    I  hoi)e  there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  further 
aggression  for  the  present. 
Eespectfully, 

"      F.  W.  PICKENS. 


[Washington],  January  2,  1861. 
Hon.  M.  L.  BONHAM,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Holt  succeeds  Floyd.    It  means  war.    Cut  off  supplies  from  Ander- 
son and  take  -Sumter  soon  as  possible. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


Washington,  January  4,  1861. 
A.  N.  Kimball,  Jackson,  Miss.  : 

No  troops  have  been  sent  to  Charleston  nor  will  be  while  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cabinet. 

J.  THOMPSON. 

*  Corresponcleuco  between  the  Confederate  and  the  United  States  authorities  will 
be  found  in  the  "Union  Correspondence,  &c." 
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[January  5  (?),  1861.]     Saturday— S  o'clock  a.  m. 

Hon.  John  Eobertson, 

Commissioner  from  Virginia^  Charleston: 

President's  reply :  ''  Brooklyn  not  for  Soutli  Carolina.     On  errand  of 
mercy  and  relief.'' 

JOHN  TYLEB. 


Washington,  Tuesday  morning^  January  8,  1861. 

His  Excellency  F.  W.  PiCTOiNS, 

Governor  of  Soutli  Carolina,  Charleston^  S.  C. : 

The  Star  of  the  West  sailed  from  l^ew  York  on  Sunday  with  Govern- 
ment troops  and  ijrovisions.  It  is  said  her  destination  is  Charleston. 
If  so,  she  may  be  hourly  expected  off*  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


State  of  South  Carolina,  Department  of  Interior, 

January  29,  1861. 
Henry  A.  Mullings,  Esq., 

Commanding  Cutter  William  Ailwn  : 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  with  the  cutter  William  Aiken,  off  Ship 
Channel,  and  when  a  friendly  vessel  comes  over  the  bar  you  will  make 
a  signal,  running  your  flag  up  to  the  mainmast  head  for  a  few  moments, 
and  then  haul  it  down.  If  an  unfriendly  vessel,  you  will  dip  your  flag 
at  mainmast  head,  but  be  sure  to  keep  it  flying.  Every  vessel  should 
be  looked  into,  or  partially  examined,  to  see  that  no  unnecessary  number 
of  men  are  on  board.  The  private  signal  has  been  arranged  with  the 
!N^ashville  and  Columbia.  For  the  present,  the  former  will  show  a  flag 
of  white  and  red  from  mainmast  head ;  the  latter,  her  private  signal, 
with  the  letter  M  in  the  center.  The  Adger  will  show  from  her  main- 
mast head  a  blue  flag,  with  letter  M.  If  your  boat  should  be  detained 
or  captured  by  an  unfriendly  vessel,  she  (the  unfriendly  vessel)  will  be 
prevented  from  entering,  by  the  battery  east  of  Fort  Moultrie,  and  by 
Fort  Moultrie. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  H.  I^OETH, 

Captain,  Commanding, 


[February  2, 1861.] 
Governor  Pickens,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Communication  made  to  President  last  evening.  It  elaborates  "the 
matter  contained  in  instructions,  and  incloses  the  original  demand.  Cab- 
inet meets  to-day.    I  shall  leave  on  Monday  evening. 

President,  I  think,  will  refer  everything  to  Congress,  and  make  his 
reply  in  his  message.  Letter  from  the  Baron  received.  Ingraham's 
resignation  will  go  in  to-day. 

I.  W.  HAYNE. 


February  7, 1861. 
Judge  J.  Eobertson,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Hayne  has  returned.    Prevent,  if  possible,  collision.    It  is  of  great 
importance  to  results  here. 

J.  TYLER. 
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[February  7, 1861.] 
Governor  Pickens,  Charleston^  8.  0.  : 

Can  my  voice  reach  you'?    If  so,  do  not  attack  Fort  Sumter.    You 
know  my  sincerity.    The  Virginia  delegation  here  earnestly  unite. 

JOHN  TYLEE. 


[Washington],  Saturday,  February  9,  1861. 
Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

The  President  says  the  letter  to  Colonel  Hayne  was  designed  to  be 
both  respectful  and  kind ;  that  he  read  it,  so  considered  it,  and  if  it 
seemed  otherwise  he  deeply  regrets  it. 

The  iPresident  desired  me  to  say  this  to  you.  He  complained  much  of 
Colonel  Hayne'ti  last  letter,  as  Mr.  Holt  in  his  letter  had  no  unkind 
intention,  but  the  contrary.  He  manifested  great  solicitude  on  this 
point. 

Will  you  give  me  an  assurance  that  no  attack  will  be  made  on  Fort 
Sumter  by  South  Carolina,  provided  the  President  will  give  a  like 
assurance  and  pledge  that  no  re-enforcement  shall  be  furnished  or 
attempted  by  the  Government  here"? 

JOHN  TYLER. 


February  12, 1861. 

No.  5. — A  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of  the  forts  and  arsenals,  &c. 

Resolved  "by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That  this  Government 
takes  under  its  charge  the  questions  and  difficulties  now  existing  between  the  several 
States  of  this  Confederacy  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  relat- 
ing to  the  occupation  of  forts,  arsenals,  navy-yards,  and  other  public  establishments ; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  Congress  be  directed  to  communicate  this  resolution  to 
the  several  States  of  this  Confederacy,  through  the  respective  governors  thereof. 

Adopted  February  12,  1861. 


Headquarters,  Charleston,  S.  C, 

February  13,  1861. 
Hon.  Howell  Cobb, 

President  of  the  Provisional  Congress : 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  last  night  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
telegram,  in  which  you  informed  me  that  the  Provisional  Congress  had 
taken  charge  of  the  "  questions  and  difficulties"  now  existing  between 
the  several  States  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.*  In  the  reply  made  to  you  by  telegraph  I  stated  that  I  would 
communicate  with  you  by  letter,  and  added  to  it  the  expression  of  the 
urgent  conviction  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  as  to  the  period  in 
which  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter  should  be  complete.  And,  in  the 
first  place,  let  me  offer  you  my  warm  congratulations  upon  the  success 
which  has  attended  you  in  the  organization  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment. May  it  be  equal  to  the  emergency  of  every  occasion  which  can 
arise,  and  be  to  each  State  in  this  new  confederation  the  efficient  guard- 
ian of  those  rights,  which,  ignored  or  usurped  under  the  former  confed- 
eration, has  united  these  States  in  the  bonds  of  a  new  political  compact. 

In  taking  charge  of  the  '^ questions  and  difficulties"  which  relate  to 
Fort  Sumter,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Congress  to  apprehend  rightly 
their  present  position.    The  force  of  circumstances  devolved  upon  this 

*  See  resolution,  adopted  February  12,  p.  254. 
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State  an  obligation  to  provide  the  measures  necessary  for  its  defense. 
It  has  been  obliged  to  act  under  the  guidance  of  its  own  counsels,  but 
has  never  forgotten  the  interest  of  its  sister  States  in  every  measure 
which  it  was  about  to  provide  for  its  own  safety.  And  I  beg  to  assure 
you  that,  in  all  which  it  may  at  any  time  do,  a  regard  for  the  welfare 
and  wishes  of  its  sister  States  in  the  new  confederation  will  exercise  a 
marked  influence  upon  the  conduct  of  this  State. 

The  "  questions  and  difficulties"  of  Fort  Sumter  can  scarcely  be  fully 
appreciated,  unless  by  those  who  have  been  familiar  with  its  progress 
from  the  commencement  of  its  history  to  the  present  moment.  If  it 
shall  appear  otherwise,  it  has,  nevertheless,  been  the  constant,  anxious 
desire  of  this  State  to  obtain  the  possession  of  a  fort  which,  held  by  the 
United  States,  affected  its  dignity  and  safety,  without  a  collision,  which 
would  involve  the  loss  of  life.  To  secure  this  end  every  form  of  nego- 
tiation which  could  be  adopted,  in  consistency  with  the  dignity  of  the 
State,  or  had  the  promise  or  seeming  of  success,  has  been  honestly  at- 
tempted. To  all  of  these  attempts  there  has  been  but  one  result :  A 
refusal  in  all  cases,  positive  and  unqualified,  varied  only  as  to  the  reasons 
which  were  set  forth  for  its  justification,  has  followed  each  demand. 
And  now  the  conviction  is  presented  to  the  State,  derived  from  the  most 
calm  and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  that  in  this  per- 
sistent refusal  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  involved  a  denial 
of  the  rightful  independence  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

The  questions  and  difficulties,  therefore,  of  Fort  Sumter,  comprehend 
now,  as  you  will  perceive,  considerations  which  are  political  as  well  as 
military ;  and  it  would  scarcely  be  considered  that  an  undue  estimate 
was  made  of  the  former  if  they  were  said  to  be  as  important  as  the 
latter.  The  establishment  of  them,  moreover,  is  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  every  State  which  has  united  with  this  State  in  the  bonds 
of  a  new  confederation.  The  State  has  held  its  right  to  the  possession 
of  Fort  Sumter  to  be  the  direct  and  necessary  consequence  of  its  right, 
as  a  sovereign  State,  to  have  the  control  of  a  military  post  within  its 
limits,  which  post,  during  the  period  of  the  political  connection  of  the 
State  with  the  other  States,  was  held  by  the  United  States  for  the  pro- 
tection of  South  Carolina  because  South  Carolina  was  a  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  so,  upon  the  United  States  was  devolved  the 
obligation  to  provide  that  defense  for  this  State.  With  the  termination 
of  the  political  connection  between  South  Carolina  and  the  United 
States  the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  defend  that  State  ceased, 
unless  that  State  itself  was  the  property  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
State  was  an  independent  power  the  rightful  control  within  its  limits 
of  a  military  post,  which  involved  its  dignity  and  affected  its  safety,  was 
and  is  recognized  by  the  plainest  rules  of  public  law.  The  denial,  there- 
fore, of  the  right  of  the  State  to  have  possession  of  the  fort  was,  in  fact, 
a  denial  of  its  independence.  Nor  has  there  been  even  a  colorable  pre- 
text for  a  consistency  of  that  possession  by  the  United  States  with  the 
independence  of  the  State,  since  the  President  authorized  the  distinct 
avowal  that  it  was  held  as  a  military  post.  The  sole  use  of  it  as  a  mili- 
tary post  is  in  the  control  (called  by  the  President  the  protection)  it  gives 
to  the  United  States  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  The  assertion,  then, 
as  you  will  i)erceive,  of  the  rightful  independence  of  the  State  carries 
necessarily  with  it  the  right  to  reduce  Fort  Sumter  into  its  own  posses- 
sion, which  is  held,  as  it  is,  by  a  hostile  power,  for  an  unfriendly  purpose. 
It  is  a  hostile  power  when  it  asserts  a  right  to  exercise  a  dominion  over 
the  State,  which  that  State  refuses  to  recognize  as  consistent  with  its 
own  dignity  and  safety ;  and  its  purpose  cannot  be  otherwise  than  un- 
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friendly  when  it  can  only  be  to  enable  the  United  States  to  commit  to 
its  military  subordinates  a  power  to  refuse  "to  permit  any  vessels  to 
pass  within  range  of  the  guns''  which  are  within  its  walls.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  considered  at  once  proper  and  necessary  for  this  State 
to  take  possession  of  that  fort  as  soon  as  the  measures  necessary  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  result  can  be  completed,  and  it  is  now  ex- 
pected that  within  a  short  time  all  the  arrangements  will  be  perfected 
necessary  for  its  certain  and  speedy  reduction.  With  the  completion  of 
these  preparations  and  the  assurance  they  afford  of  success,  it  has  ever 
been  the  purpose  of  the  authorities  of  this  State  to  take  this  fort  into 
the  possession  of  the  State.  The  right  to  do  so  has  been  considered  the 
right  of  the  State,  and  the  resources  of  the  State  have  been  considered 
equal  to  the  exercise  of  that  right. 

Whatever  may  be  the  mode  in  which  the  Congress  will  take  charge  of 
these  "  questions  and  difficulties,"  I  trust  that  it  is  considered  that  in 
the  solution  of  them  you  will  regard  the  position  which  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  now  occupies  in  relation  to  them.  That  position  is 
marked  by  these  propositions :  That  the  right  to  have  possession  of  the 
fort  is  a  right  incident  to  the  independence  (she)  the  State  has  asserted; 
that,  to  obtain  i)ossession  of  the  fort,  she  has  exhausted  all  modes  which, 
consistently  with  her  dignity,  can  be  devised  for  a  peaceful  settlement; 
that  the  failure  of  such  attempts  has  remitted  her  to  the  necessity  of 
employing  force  to  obtain  that  which  should  have  been  yielded  from 
considerations  of  justice  and  right,  and  that  as  soon  as  her  preparations 
are  completed  the  reduction  of  that  fort  should  be  accomplished. 

In  the  absence  of  any  explanation  or  direction  connected  with  the 
telegram  received  from  you,  I  have  assumed  that  the  pohcy  and  meas- 
ures which  have  been  adopted  by  this  State,  and  which  are  in  prosecu- 
tion, will  be  recognized  as  proper.  In  the  consideration  of  the  question 
of  Fort  Sumter,  I  have  not  been  insensible  of  those  matters  which  are 
in  their  nature  consequential,  and  have,  I  trust,  weighed,  with  all  the 
care  which  befits  the  grave  responsibilities  of  the  case,  the  various  cir- 
cumstances which  determine  the  time  when  this  attack  should  be  made. 
With  the  best  lights  which  I  could  procure  in  guiding  or  assisting  me, 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  welfare  of  the  new  confederation  and 
the  necessities  of  the  State  require  that  Fort  Sumter  should  be  reduced 
before  the  close  of  the  present  administration  at  Washington.  If  an 
attack  is  delayed  until  after  the  inauguration  of  the  incoming  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  troops  now  gathered  in  the  capital  may  then 
be  employed  in  attempting  that  which,  previous  to  that  time,  they  could 
not  be  spared  to  do.  They  dare  not  leave  Washington  now  and  do  that 
which  then  will  be  a  measure  too  inviting  to  be  resisted. 

Mr.  Lincoln  cannot  do  more  for  this  State  than  Mr.  Buchanan  has 
done.  Mr.  Lincoln  will  not  concede  what  Mr.  Buchanan  has  refused. 
Mr.  Buchanan  has  placed  his  refusal  upon  grounds  which  determine  his 
reply  to  six  States,  as  completely  as  to  the  same  demand  if  made  by  a 
single  State. 

If  peace  can  be  secured,  it  will  be  by  the  prompt  use  of  the  occasion, 
when  the  forces  of  the  United  States  are  withheld  from  our  harbor.  If 
war  can  be  averted,  it  will  be  by  making  the  capture  of  Fort  Sumter  a 
fact  accomplished  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  administration, 
and  leaving  to  the  incoming  administration  the  question  of  an  open  dec- 
laration of  war.  Such  a  declaration,  separated,  as  it  will  be,  from  any 
present  act  of  hostilities  during  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration,  may  be- 
come to  him  a  matter  requiring  consideration.  Tliat  consideration  will 
not  be  expected  of  him,  if  the  attack  on  the  fort  is  made  during  his  ad- 
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ministration,  and  becomes,  therefore,  as  to  him,  an  act  of  present  hos- 
tility. Mr.  Buchanan  cannot  resist,  because  he  has  not  the  power.  Mr. 
Lincohi  may  not  attack,  because  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  will  have  been, 
or  may  be,  considered  by  him  as  past. 

Upon  this  line  of  policy  I  have  acted,  and  ux)on  the  adherence  to  it 
may  be  found,  I  think,  the  most  rational  expectation  of  seeing  that  fort, 
which  is  even  now  a  source  of  danger  to  the  State,  restored  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  State  without  those  consequences  which  I  should  most 
deeply  deplore.  Should  such  consequences,  nevertheless,  follow  from 
an  adherence  to  this  policy,  however  much  I  would  regret  the  occur- 
rence, I  should  feel  a  perfect  assurance  that,  in  happening  under  such 
circumstances,  they  demonstrated  conclusively  that,  under  the  evil  pas- 
sions which  blind  and  mislead  those  who  govern  the  United  States,  no 
human  power  could  have  averted  the  attempted  overthrow  of  these 
States }  and  that,  in  the  exhibition  of  an  ability  by  the  States  of  the  new 
confederation  to  maintain  their  rights,  there  could  be  found  satisfaction 
in  the  reflection  that  their  sufferings  at  this  time  might  purchase  for 
them  quiet  and  happiness  in  time  to  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  PICKETv^S, 
Governor  of  South  Carolina. 


[February  18(f),  1861.] 
Governor  Pickens,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 

Kingman,  known  as  ^'lon,"  who  corresponds  with  the  Baltimore  Sun, 
and  is  considered  reliable,  in  his  letter  of  yesterday,  says  he  has  seen 
and  read  a  letter  from  a  former  member  of  Congress  from  South  Caro- 
lina, which  assures  him  that  Fort  Sumter  will  be  taken  on  or  before  the 
4ih  of  March,  "without  reference  to  what  the  Montgomery  government 
may  advise  or  order  on  the  subject." 

This  startles  the  President.     Will  you  quiet  him  by  your  rei)ly  ? 

The  State  commissioners  will  adjourn  during  the  week,    ^o  result  yet. 

JOHIS^  TYLER. 


Washington,  February  20,  1861. 

His  Excellency  F.  W.  Pickens: 

Attempt  to  re-enforce  Anderson  by  stealth  at  night  in  small  boats 
determined  on. 
Answer  if  received. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


February  21,  1861 — J  to  7  p.  m. 

Governor  Pickens,  Charleston,  S,  C, :  ^ 

The  statement  I  gave  you*  came  directly  from  Chase. 
1  have  not  received  your  telegram  as  to  what  was  reported  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress. 

J.  TYLER. 
17  R  R 
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CoNaBESS,  February  22,  1861. 

Mr.  Bartow,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz : 

Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  be  requested  to  communicate, 
in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  to  the  governors  of  South  Carolina  and 
Florida  the  resolution  of  Congress  concerning  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens. 

[Copy  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to.] 

RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens. 

Besolved  by  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  is  the  sense 
of  this  Congress  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  possession  of  Forts 
Sumter  and  Pickens,  by  the  authority  of  this  Government,  either  by  negotiations  or 
force,  as  early  as  practicable,  and  that  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  all 
necessary  military  preparations  for  carrying  this  resolution  into  effect.* 

Passed  February  15,  1861. 


MoNTaoMERY,  Ala.,  February  23,  1861. 
Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and  deliver  the  note 
addressed  to  Governor  Pickens,  which  you  will  find  herewith  inclosed. 
After  conferring  with  him  as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  visiting  the  dif- 
ferent posts  in  Charleston  Bay,  you  will  enter  upon  a  reconnoissance  of 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  its  approaches.  You  will  inspect  the 
various  works  in  our  possession  and  gain  such  knowledge  as  circumstances 
will  permit  of  Fort  Sumter.  In  inspecting  the  works  of  the  Confederate 
States  you  will  bear  in  mind  the  double  relation  they  may  have  as  works 
of  offense  and  of  defense.  You  will  make  an  inventory  of  the  armament 
and  of  the  munitions  at  the  forts  and  in  store,  noting  particularly  the 
diff'erent  qualities  of  cannon  powder,  as  indicated  by  grain.  Generally, 
I  desire  you  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  an  engineer 
charged  with  the  examination  of  works,  and  the  preparation  for  active 
operations  under  circumstances  such  as  those  of  Charleston,  in  this 
emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  truly,  yours, 

JEFFN  DAVIS. 


State  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  S.  0.,  February  27,  1861. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  &c., 

Montgomery y  Ala  : 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  dated  the  22d  instant  by  Colonel  Lucas, 
inclosing  the  resolution  of  Congress  expressly  taking  charge  of  the 
military  operations  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.!  1  have  the  fullest 
confidence  that  you  and  Congress  will  do  everything  that  may  be  due 
to  the  honor  and  the  rights  of  South  Carolina. 

Of  course  we  feel  that  our  honor  and  safety  require  that  Fort  Sumter 
should  be  in  our  possession  at  the  very  earliest  moment  possible.  We 
have  had  great  difficulties  to  contend  with.    By  the  extraordinary  move- 

*  Communicated  to  governor  of  South  Carolina  under  date  of  February  22,  bult 
letter  of  trausmittal  not  found.     See  Governor  Pickens'  letter  of  February  27,  1861, 

p.258.  ^  '       '  '   ■   ' 

t  Resolutions  approveti  February  15  and  22.     See  under  last  date. 
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ment  of  the  United  States  garrison  from  Fort  Moultrie  we  were  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  precipitated  into  a  situation  which  created  the  most 
hostile  feelings,  and  were  at  the  outset  involved  in  the  most  scientific 
and  expensive  branches  of  modern  warfare,  where  the  most  exact  mili- 
tary knowledge  and  experience  were  required. 

I  felt  this,  and  therefore  telegraphed  you  to  come  by  Charleston  on 
your  way  to  Mississippi,  in  order  to  consult  on  military  matters,  &c. 
I  again  sent  to  the  governor  of  Georgia  for  General  Twiggs,  and  then 
sent  to  you  for  a  military  engineer,  as  I  desired  the  highest  military 
approbation.  Before  taking  the  last  step  I  earnestly  wished  the  best 
military  counsels. 

Major  Whiting  is  here,  and  thinks  our  energies  have  been  too  much 
directed  to  attacking  Fort  Sumter,  and  not  enough  to  the  defenses  of 
the  harbor,  so  as  to  prevent  re-enforcements,  &c.  You  will  see  him, 
and,  of  course,  now  we  will  await  your  orders  and  the  directions  of 
Congress,  as  we  feel  that  our  cause  is  common,  and  that -it  is  due  to  our 
common  government  that  we  should  do  nothing  to  involve  all  the  States 
united  in  a  permanent  war  by  any  separate  act  of  ours,  unless  it  shall 
be  necessary  in  self-defense  or  to  prevent  re-enforcements ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  I  will  go  on  with  the  same  activity  as  ever  in  preparing  our 
defenses  and  our  men  for  any  event  that  may  arise. 

We  would  desire  to  be  informed  if  when  thoroughly  prepared  to  take 
the  fort  shall  we  do  so,  or  shall  we  await  your  order  j  and  shall  we 
demand  the  surrender,  or  will  that  demand  be  made  by  you? 

An  answer  to  this  by  telegram  is  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant,     ^ 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  1,  1861. 
Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston^  8.  G.  : 

Your  letter  to  President  received.  This  Government  assumes  the 
control  of  military  operations  at  Charleston,  and  will  make  demand  of 
the  fort  when  fully  advised.    An  oflQcer  goes  to-night  to  take  charge. 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 
*  Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  1,  1861. 

His  Excellency  F.  W.  Pickens,  Governor^  &c, : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  addressed  to  the  President  has 
been  referred  by  him  to  this  Department  for  reply. 

In  controlling  the  military  operations  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  the 
President  directs  me  to  say  that  everything  will  be  done  that  may  be 
due  to  the  honor  and  rights  of  South  Carolina. 

The  President  shares  the  feeling  expressed  by  you  that  Fort  Sumter 
should  be  in  our  possession  at  the  earliest  moment  possible.  But  this 
feeling,  natural  and  just  as  it  is  admitted  to  be,  must  yield  to  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  Thorough  preparation  must  be  made  before  an  attack 
is  attempted,  for  the  first  blow  must  be  successful,  both  for  its  moral 
and  physical  consequences,  or  otherwise  the  result  might  be  disastrous 
to  your  State  in  the  loss  of  many  of  those  whom  we  can  least  afford  to 
spare.  A  failure  would  demoralize  our  people  and  injuriously  affect  us 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world  as  reckless  and  precipitate. 
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Eutertaiuing  these  opinions,  the  President  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
is  enga.i?ed  assiduously  in  pressing  forward  measures  to  effect  results  in 
which  all  are  interested.  Under  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress 
to  raise  Provisional  Forces  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and 
for  other  purposes,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  in  another 
communication  of  this  date,  the  President  has  appointed  Peter  G.  T. 
Beauregard  brigadier- general  to  command  the  Provisional  Forces  of  this 
Government  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  General  Beauregard  will  be 
accompanied  by  an  adjutant,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  receive  into  the 
Provisional  Army,  with  their  officers,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  the  forces  of  your  State  now  in  Charleston. 

General  Beauregard  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the  President  and  of 
this  Department,  and  I  beg  to  commend  him  as  possessing  every  soldierly 
quality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  1,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charleston  and  report  to 
Governor  Pickens  for  military  duty  in  that  State. 

You  are  authorized  by  your  appointment  as  brigadier- general,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  to  raise 
Provisional  Forces  "for  the  Confederate  States,  to  receive  into  the  service 
of  this  Government  such  forces  as  may  be  tendered  or  may  volunteer, 
not  to  exceed  five  thousand  men,  as  you  may  require,  or  for  whom  you 
ean  make  suitable  provision.  A  copy  of  the  act  referred  to  has  been 
this  day  transmitted  to  Governor  Pickens. 

You  will  report  to  this  Department  your  arrival  at  Charleston,  and 
give  such  information  with  respect  to  the  defenses  of  that  harbor  as  you 
may  consider  important.  You  will  also  secure,  if  possible,  the  services 
of  a  competent  adjutant,  and  leport  your  action  in  that  behalf  to  this 
Department. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 

Montgomery^  March  2,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Beauregard,  Commanding  at  Charleston  : 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  directed  Governor 
Pickens  to  transfer  to  your  credit,  as  commanding  officer  at  Charleston, 
the  sum  of  $20,000,  to  meet  your  present  necessities.  Other  arrange- 
ments are  in  j)rogress,  with  (^very  prospect  of  speedy  success,  to  place 
to  your  credit  such  sums  as  you  may  need  from  time  to  time.  If  you 
have  failed  to  secure  the  services  of  a  competent  assistant  adjutant 
and  quartermaster,  let  me  know  it  without  delay,  as  I  can  now  supply 
you  with  these  officers.  As  there  may  be  some  temporary  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  State  troops  at  Charleston,  owing  to  the  fact  that  you 
have  superseded  their  commanding  officers,  it  might  be  proper  for  you, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  muster  one  or  more  companies  at  least  into  the 
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Provisional  Army.     This  would  give  you  an  organized  cor])s  and  inde- 
pendent action. 

I  suggest,  unless  in  your  opinion  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  that  you 
decline  to  receive  any  cavalry  into  the  Provisional  Army,  as  you 
are  aware  the  cost  of  this  arm  of  the  service  is  very  heavy,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  the  necessities  of  your  i)osition  at  Charleston 
will  not  require  this  outlay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Office,  Department  of  War, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  3,  18G1. 

Peter  G.  T.  Beauregard  having  been  appointed  brigadier-general  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  having  been  ordered  to  assume 
command  of  the  troops  in  and  near  Charleston  Harbor,  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly,  and  all  State  officers  of  the  volunteers, 
CD  listed  men,  and  militia,  on  duty,  are  commanded  to  obey  all  orders 
emanating  from  him. 

D.  F.  JAMISON. 


Washington,  March  4,  1861. 

Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Do  not  i^ermit  any  attack  on  Sumter  without  authority  of  Government 
of  Confederated  States.  This  is  all  important.  Inaugural  means  war. 
There  is  strong  ground  for  belief  that  re-enforcements  will  be  si)eedily 


sent.    Be  vigilant. 


LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


I  concur,  and  believe  this  Government  will  act  promptly. 

L.  Q.  WASHINGTOlsr. 


War  Department, 

Montgomery,  March  4,  1861. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  estimates  required 
for  the  service  of  the  War  Department  for  twelve  months  : 

Schedule  A*  is  the  estimate  for  the  support  of  three  thousand 
troops — the  probable  number  now  at  Charleston — to  be  mustered  into 
the  service  of  this  Government,  under  the  act  of  the  Congress  "  to  raise 
Provisional  Forces  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  for  other 
I)urposes." 

Schedule  B*  is  the  estimate  for  the  supj)ort  of  two  thousand  addi- 
tional troops,  should  the  same  be  required  at  Charleston,  to  be  mustered 
into  the  service  under  said  act. 

Schedule  C*  is  the  estimate  for  the  Regular  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  under  the  bill  now  pending  before  the  Congress. 

^  The  items  of  these  schedules  are  not  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  for  pu])lica- 

tion;  their  totals  are  as  follows: 

Schedule  A $1,323,766  72 

B 860,228  45 

C 6,533,760  00 
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The  note  appended  to  Schedule  A  explains  the  seeming  discrepancy 
in  that  estimate  and  Schedule  O  the  estimate  for  the  Eegular  Army. 

No  estimate  has  been  made  for  any  of  the  State  forces  that  may  be 
mustered  into  the  service  of  this  Government,  under  the  Provisional 
Army  bill,  other  than  those  of  South  Carolina. 

There  were  no  data  in  this  Department  upon  which  any  approximate 
estimate  could  be  made,  as  no  returns  have  been  received  from  any  of  the 
the  States  except  South  Carolina  of  the  number  of  troops  to  be  tendered, 
or  that  may  volunteer  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Eegular  Army  to  be  provided  for  cannot  be 
organized  in  time  to  meet  the  possible  emergencies  of  the  service,  and 
the  only  present  available  forces  belong  to  the  military  organizations  of 
the  respective  St|ites. 

As  no  estimate  is  made  for  any  of  these  State  troops  except  tliose  of 
South  Carolina,  and  as  the  appropriations  for  the  Eegular  Army  could 
not  be  used  for  the  support  of  the  Provisional  Forces  without  legisla- 
tion to  that  effect,  I  would  suggest  that  this  authority  be  conferred  by 
the  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C, 

March  5,  1861. 

J\Iaj.  N.  G.  Evans,  Adjutant- General^  South  Carolina  Army : 

Major:  In  accordance  with  the  orders  contained  in  your  letter  of 
this  date.  Major  Smith's  battalion  of  the  First  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers is  now  embarking  for  Morris  Island.  Their  departure  will  leave 
a  total  of  305,  including  63  Vigilant  Eifles,  who  are  all  required  for 
guard  at  the  five-gun  battery.  Of  the  242,  Company  D,  of  the  Ar- 
tillery battalion,  has  been  down  but  a  few  days,  and  are  in  constant 
readiness  for  duty  in  the  floating  battery.  Their  total  present  is  74, 
and  deducting  them,  I  have  but  171  total,  to  man  15  guns  on  the 
channel,  requiring  75 ;  11  guns  on  the  Sumter  battery,  55 ;  4  guns  on 
the  oblique  battery,  20,  and  40  men  for  the  mortar  battery,  requiring 
190  at  least,  to  say  nothing  of  guard  duty  at  the  fort,  which,  of  course, 
must  be  attended  to  In  addition  to  this,  the  absence  of  a  force  of 
some  efSciency  entails  upon  this  command  the  necessity  of  keeping  up 
the  guard  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  island  and  at  the  steamboat  land- 
ing ;  and,  in  addition,  I  have  set  my  men  at  work  on  the  fortifications, 
to  complete  traverses,  &c.  I  respectfully  represent  that  in  my  opinion 
an  efficient  force  for  support  to  the  batteries  on  this  island  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  that  the  artillery  should  be  kept  to  the  duties  of  their 
batteries  alone.  Again,  the  principal  quartermaster's  duty  on  this 
island  now  falls  on  the  battalion  quartermaster  of  the  artillery,  who  is 
now  commanding  a  company,  and  cannot  be  spared.  I  respectfully 
represent  that  when  a  command  is  sent  it  should  have  its  own  quar- 
termaster and  staff. 

In  order  to  prepare  as  quickly  and  as  fully  as  possible  for  contin- 
gencies, I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  I  may  have  permission  to 
select  from  recruits  (now  in  the  various  depots)  a  sufficient  number  to 
fill  Companies  A,  B,  and  D,  of  the  artillery  battalion,  to  the  maximum 
strength  allowed  by  law,  viz,  one  hundred  privates  to  a  company.  I 
request  the  i^ermission  to  select,  because  there  are  many  newly-en- 
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listed  recruits,  who  would  have  to  be  rejected,  and  of  the  enlisted  men 
the  artillery  will  be  more  specially  required.  Any  failure  in  that 
branch  of  the  service,  I  fear,  may  result  in  disaster.  In  this  estimate 
above  I  do  not  include  the  infantry  recruits,  now  on  this  island,  who,  I 
do  not  think,  will  be  efficient  for  some  weeks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request,  in  conclusion,  that  you  will  bring  this 
letter  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  consideration  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  RIPLEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J  Artillery  ^  Commanding. 


Washington  City,  March  5,  18C1. 
General  L.  Pope  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War^  Montgomery ^  Ala.: 

Dear  Sir  :  Judge  Clay  asked  me  before  he  left  here  to  telegraph  and 
write  to  Governor  Moore  any  matters  of  importance.  This  was  before 
the  formation  of  the  Provisional  Government  at  Montgomery.  Nothing 
has  occurred  since  that  request  to  justify  a  special  dispatch,  and  now  it 
appears  to  me  that  if  there  should  be  movemc  nts  of  troops  or  ships 
which  come  to  my  knowledge  it  would  be  better  to  send  them  to  you. 
I  shall  do  so  on  learning  anything  of  importance  in  a  reliable  way.  I 
may  send  the  dispatch  in  a  letter  to  Richmond  to  be  telegraphed  from 
there,  or  I  may  send  it  from  here,  as  circumstances  dictate. 

The  inaugural  undoubtedly  means  war,  and  that  right  off.  I  have 
never  doubted  as  to  Lincoln^s  views,  and  nothing  would  have  changed 
them  but  the  secession  of  the  border  States,  who  have  not  acted. 

Mr.  Crawford  is  here,  and  will  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his 
mission  as  soon  as  the  new  Secretary  of  State  is  installed.  This  will 
be,  I  suppose,  to-morrow  morning  at  furthest. 

I  was  present  last  evening  at  a  consultation  of  Southern  gentlemen, 
at  which  Messrs.  Crawford,  Garnett,  Pryor,  De  Jarnette,  of  Virginia, 
and  Wigfall,  of  Texas,  were  present.  We  all  pi^t  the  same  construction 
on  the  inaugural,  which  we  carefully  went  over  together.  We  agreed 
that  it  was  Lincoln's  purpose  at  once  to  attempt  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  to  re-enforce  and  hold  Port  Sumter  and  Pickens,  and  to  retake 
the  other  places.  He  is  a  man  of  will  and  firmness.  His  Cabinet  will 
yield  to  him  with  alacrity,  I  think.  Seward  has,  of  course,  agreed  to 
the  inaugural,  and  the  pretenses  of  his  conservatism  are  idle. 

We  believe  that  these  plans  will  be  put  into  execution  immediately. 
I  learn  five  or  six  United  States  ships  are  in  ISTew  York  Harbor,  all 
ready  to  start.  The  United  States  steamer  Pawnee  came  here  the 
other  day  suddenly  from  Philadelphia,  fully  provisioned  and  ready  to 
go  to  sea. 

I  understand  that  it  is  spoken  of  in  Army  circles  to  re  enforce  Sumter 
by  sending  in  men  in  whale-boats  by  night.  This  will  probably  be 
attempted  in  the  first  instance.  After  the  garrison  is  re-enforced  suffi 
ciently  to  stand  an  assault,  then  the  attempt  may  be  made  to  fight  the 
way  up  by  five  or  six  war  vessels.  Simultaneously  or  prior  to  this  will 
be  the  change  of  programme  at  Pensacola  by  the  United  States,  Pensa- 
cola  being  a  point  of  infinitely  more  importance.  Considering  this  and 
the  evident  purpose  announced  in  the  inaugural,  would  it  not  be  expe- 
dient to  prevent  anything  in  the  shape  of  dispatches,  letters,  or  messen- 
gers from  going  to  Slemmer  or  the  other  United  States  officers  or  men 
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at  Pensacola  ?    By  this  you  will  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  the 
movements  from  this  point  befi3re  the  Government  officers  at  Pensacola. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  get  hold  of  movements  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
to  advise  you.  Of  course  we  labor  under  great  difficulties  in  procuring 
early  intelligence. 

There  is  a  general  concurrence  in  the  opinion  that  if  any  attack  is 
made  on  Sumter  it  should  be  by  order  of  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  and  not  by  South  Carolina  alone. 
Yery  truly  yours, 

L.  Q.  WASHINGTOJST. 

Will  you  please  show  this  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Perkins,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy? 

I  fear  the  present  Virginia  Convention  will  not  pass  an  ordinance  of 
secession  unless  a  collision  or  war  ensues ;  then  public  feeling  will  force 
them  to  it.  There  is  a  majority  of  old  Federal  submissionists,  who  got 
in  by  pretending  to  be  resistance  men. 


Headquarters  Confederate  States  Army, 

Charleston,  S.  6'.,  March  6,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  K.  S.  Eipley, 

Commanding  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C:        • 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  send  imme- 
diately to  the  five-gun  battery,  commanding  Maffitt's  Channel,  two  32- 
pounders,  with  the  necessary  ammunition,  as  ordered  yesterday,  and 
have  them  mounted.  Be  on  the  lookout  to-night  for  the  Crusader, 
a  four- gun  brig,  reported  to  be  on  her  way  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men  for  the  re-enforcement  of  Fort  Sumter. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FEEGUSO]^, 
Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C, 

Marc\6,  1861. 

Capt.  S.  W.  Ferguson,  Aide-de-Camp,  Charleston  8.  C: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nication (private  and  confidential)  of  this  date.  In  reply,  I  have  to  state 
that  I  have  no  means  at  my  disposal  to  send  the  32-pounders  from  this 
post  to  the  five-gun  battery  this  evening,  nor  have  I  a  gin  to  dismount 
or  mount  them.  Moreover,  I  have  not  a  single  artificer  to  send  to  that 
battery,  to  build  the  traverses  or  i3intle  centers,  some  290  indifferent 
artillerymen  (74  of  the  290  held  in  readiness  for  special  service),  53  volun- 
teers at  the  five-gun  battery,  and  318  helpless  infantry  recruits,  almost 
without  arms,  without  clothing,  and  totally  and  entirely  unfit  to  meet  the 
euemy,  constituting  all  of  my  command.  I  will  send  the  guns  as  soon 
as  I  can  have  the  pintle  centers  and  traverse  circles  in  position  j  but,  I 
imagine,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  works  is  without  the  means  to  do 
the  work  required.  Should  the  Crusader,  however,  come  in  this  direc- 
tion to-night,  I  beg  to  suggest,  if  the  guard-boats  do  their  duty,  that  I 
can  attend  to  her  case  with  the  force  at  my  disposal,  although  inefficient 
at  this  post. 
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I  had  tlie  liouor  to  scud  a  couimuLiication,  conceruin^i^  tlie  state  of 
this  coiiiiiiaiid,  last  evening  to  Major  Evans,  adjutant-general,  to  which 
I  beg  now  to  refer. 

To  day,  for  lack  of  laborers,  the  men  have  been  employed  on  the 
defenses,  and  I  beg  to  say  that  the  more  drilling  and  the  less  of 
labor  they  do  for  some  time  to  come  the  more  efficient  they  will  prob- 
ably be. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  S.  EIPLEY,    ; 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding. 


Charleston,  March  6,  1861. 
President  Davis,  Montgomery  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  you,  according  to  promise,  a  statement  show- 
ing the  strength  of  the  volunteer  division  of  South  Carolina.  Some  of 
the  regiments  are  commanded  by  highly  accomplished  graduates  of  our 
military  academies,  and  some  by  officers  of  the  Palmetto  Regiment. 
It  is  altogether  a  superb  body  of  troops,  and  I  think  will  give  a  good 
account  of  themselves  by  their  acts. 

Under  the  skillful  conduct  of  General  Beauregard  the  works  here  are 
likely  to  be  put  promptly  in  the  best  possible  condition  to  prevent  re- 
enforcements.  The  ganger  to  be  feared  is,  that  light-draught  vessels, 
barges,  or  boats  in  the  night  may  be  sent  in  through  the  two  middle 
channels,  known  as  the  Overall  and  ]N"orth  Channels;  but  you  doubt- 
less get  fuller  information  than  I  can  give  you  on  these  points. 

Mr.  Miles  has  doubtless  apprised  you  of  my  readiness  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  confederation  in  the  capacity  you  indicated.  I  say  to  you, 
however,  frankly,  that  I  should  like  to  see  my  brigadiers  in  the  lield  with 
their  commands,  or  so  many  as  may  be  needed,  and  be  there  myself  with 
my  present  rank.  If  raising  General  Beauregard's  rank  a  grade  does 
not  embarrass  you,  I  would  cheerfully  rei)ort  to  him.  The  exhibition  of 
skill,  promptness,  and  energy  by  General  Beauregard  is  highly  gratify- 
ing to  the  authorities  here. 

I  am,  very  sincerelv  and  truly,  yours, 

.    M.  L.  BOI^HAM. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

March  6,  1861. 

M.  L.   BONHAM, 

Major- General,  Commanding  Volunteer  Forces  of  S.  C. : 
General  :  The  number  of  companies  organized  and  received  under 
the  act  of  general  assembly  of  17th  December,  1860,  is  one  hundred  and 
four — in  the  aggregate  amounting  to  8,835,  rank  and  file,  constituting 
ten  regiments  of  ten  companies  each.  The  force  is  -divided  into  four 
brigades,  constituting  one  division. 
Respectfully, 

S.  R.  GIST, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  South  Carolina. 
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ITdqrs.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  S.  6\,  March  6,  1861. 

Capt.  Francis  D.  Lee,  Corps  of  Engineers  : 

Captain  :  Your  communications  of  the  5th  and  6th  instants*  have  been 
received  at  these  headquarters,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  com- 
manding, in  acknowledging  their  receipt  and  thanking  you  for  theui,  to 
say  that  the  first  is  now  under  consideration,  and  that  the  last  is  ap- 
proved, and  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  carry  into  execution  what  you 
therein  propose.  The  general  had  determined  last  night  on  a  similar 
project.  The  order  for  the  guns  to  which  you  refer,  and  which  are  to 
be  placed  as  designated  yesterday,  has  already  been  issued. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  w.  ferguso:n^, 

Captain  Infantry,  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Charleston,  S.  C,  March  6, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beaureoard, 

Commanding  Charleston  and  vicinity  : 

General  :  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  following 
points  in  connection  with  the  Ordnance  Department  in  this  vicinity  : 

I  find  no  props  under  the  center  rail  of  the  chassis,  or  elsewhere. 
Unless  these  props  are  supplied  the  guns  are  liable  at  any  moment  to 
dismount  themselves.  The  chassis  of  the  carriages  at  the  iron  battery 
at  Cummings  Point  have  not  sufficient  inclination,  and  unless  the  guns 
are  secured  by  rope  or  other  tackle  they  will  probably  soon  dismount 
themselves.  I  have  ordered  all  the  necessary  barbette  carriages  to  be 
made,  and  as  soon  as  possible  spare  parts  of  all  kinds  should  be  made, 
especially  for  the  old  carriages.  I  find  only  mortar  shell  at  Fort  Morris, 
and  those  I  examined  at  the  iron  battery  were  case-shot — not  even  mor- 
tar shell.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  proper  fuse- plugs  and  fuses.  The  small 
number  of  fuses  at  Fort  Moultrie  is  being  multiplied  by  cutting  them  in 
parts.  I  fear  this  may  not  only  defeat  the  object  intended  but  render 
the  fuses  of  very  little  use  at  all.  The  magazine  at  Fort  Morris,  if  pos- 
sible, should  be  overhauled  and  rearranged.  Hot-shot  furnaces,  or  even 
stoves,  should  be  supplied  at  Morris  Island  batteries. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BOGGS, 
Captain  of  Ordnance,  8,  C.  Army, 


Hdqrs.  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  8,   C,  March  6,  1861. 
General  Orders,  ) 
No.  1.  5 

I.  By  virtue  of  authority  from  the  War  Department,  Confederate 
States  of  America,  bearing  date  Montgomery,  March  1, 1861,  and  of  au- 
thority of  the  Department  of  War,  State  of  South  Carolina,  bearing 
date  March  3, 1861,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  all  the  troops 
— Eegulars,  Volunteers,  and  Militia — on  duty  in  and  near  Charleston 
Harbor. 

II.  The  following  appointments  are  announced  on  the  staff  of  the  briga- 

*  Not  found. 
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dier-general  commanding:  Oapt.  D.  E.  Jones,  as  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral 5  Capt.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  of  the  regular  artillery  service  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  as  acting  assistant  quartermaster-general  and  acting 
assistant  commissary-general ;  Oapt.  S.  Wragg  Ferguson,  of  the  regular 
infantry  service  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  as  aide-de-camp  ;  First 
Lieut.  Joseph  J.  Legar6,  of  the  regular  engineer  service  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  as  private  secretary. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGARD, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston^  S.  (7.,  3Iarch  7,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Ripley, 

Commanding  Battalion  of  Artillery,  Fort  Moultrie,  8.  C.  : 

Sir  :  Your  two  letters  of  the  5th  and  6th  instants  have  been  received, 
and  the  matters  referred  to  by  you  will  be  attended  to  forthwith.  The 
affair  of  selections  has  been  referred  to  General  Dunovant.  I  am  fully 
aware  of  the  difficulties  of  your  position,  but  from  your  zeal  and  known 
ability  to  surmount  obstacles  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  give  a  good  ac- 
count of  yourself  and  command  when  the  hour  of  trial  shall  have  arrived. 
I  regret  (in  the  movement  of  troops  lately  taken  place)  you  had  to  be 
deprived  of  the  command  on  Sullivan's  Island,  for  which  position  I  know 
you  are  highly  qualified,  but  the  necessities  of  the  service  required  the 
order  to  be  given.  Whenever  j)racticable  a  different  arrangement  will 
be  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  7,  1861. 
Maj.  W.  GwYNN,  Corps  of  Engineers  : 

Major  :  The  general  commanding  desires  that  the  embrasure  enfilad- 
ing battery,  and  the  mortar  battery  beyond  Moultrie,  be  constructed 
first,  unless  you  have  already  commenced  the  one  across  the  bay,  in 
which  case  you  will  continue  the  latter  to  completion,  and,  instead  of 
adding  those  two  32-pounders  from  Moultrie  to  the  five-gun  battery,  as 
ordered,  he  intends  to  add  them  to  the  first-named  mortar  battery,  with 
a  strong  traverse  between  them  and  the  mortars.  They  must  also  have 
strong  flank  traverses. 

Major  Trapier  will  please  caution  Capt.  S.  Y.  Tupper,  of  the  five-gun 
battery,  that  the  traverses  and  x)intles  being  on  a  wrong  level  at  that 
battery,  the  chassis  must  be  propped  up  in  their  middle  when  the  gun 
is  fired  to  prevent  its  breaking,  the  slope  being  too  steep. 

T  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FERGUSO:Nr, 

Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

P.  S. — At  Cummings  Point  on  Morris  Island  he  wishes  all  work  to 
be  stopped  at  present,  except  at  the  iron  battery  (finishing  the  work  he 
ordered  there)  and  at  the  condemned  mortar  battery  (which  he  ordered 
to  be  changed  into  a  bomb-proof).  The  balance  of  the  working  force  will 
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iminedicitely  (luuler  the  charge  of  Colonel  Larnar,  who  has  command  of 
the  working  parties)  be  put  to  work  constructing  those  channel  batter- 
ies he  ordered  Major  Whiting  to  mark  out,  so  as  to  have  them  com 
pleted  as  soon  as  practicable.  Should  Captain  Lee,  the  local  engineer, 
who  has  received  instructions  from  Major  Whiting,  require  assistant 
engineers,  you  will  transfer  to  him  one  or  two  from  Major  Trapier,  should 
the  latter  be  able  to  spare  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  W.  P. 


Fort  Palmetto,  Stono  Inlet,  S.  C, 

'    .  March  7,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Dunovant  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  the  firing  at  this 
post  yesterday,  the  18-pounder  guns,  which  are  the  largest  at  this  post, 
were  found  entirely  insufficient  to  command  the  Stono  Channel  of  this 
entrance.  At  an  elevation  of  five  degrees  the  balls  failed  to  reach  the 
Stono  Channel.  I  take  occasion,  therefore,  again  to  call  this  matter  to 
your  attention,  and  to  request  that  two  32-pounders,  or,  at  all  events, 
two  24-pounders,  be  ordered  to  this  post.  In  a  conversation  with  Col- 
onel Manigault,  of  the  board  of  ordnance,  on  Friday  last,  March  1,  I 
was  led  to  believe  that  two  24-pounders  would  be  sent  to  this  po^t  in 
a  few  days ;  but  they  have  not  yet  beeii  received.  Except  our  field 
guns,  we  have  here  but  two  18-pounders. 

In  the  present  uncertain  aspect  of  affairs,  when  any  point  seems  sub- 
ject to  assault,  I  would  suggest,  for  your  consideration,  the  remoteness 
of  the  troops  here  from  effective  assistance,  and  the  small ness  of  the 
force  under  my  command.  If  the  fortification  had  been  brought  to  a 
comparative  state  of  completion,  we  could  hold  it  against  large  odds. 
The  planters  of  John's  Island,  who  volunteered  to  complete  it,  as  I  was 
informed,  left  it  not  half  finished,  and  the  troops  have  bestowed  much 
labor  upon  it,  to  bring  it  to  a  defensible  condition.  I  therefore  again 
call  your  attention  to  the  smallness  of  the  force  here  (considering  the 
unfinished  state  of  the  fortification),  to  the  difficulty  of  timely  succor, 
and  to  the  impracticability  of  a  retreat,  surrounded,  as  we  are,  by  rivers, 
and  without  transports  being  furnished  us,  if  retreat  should  become 
necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  POPE,  Jr., 

Commander  of  the  Post, 


Headquarters  EE.aiMENT  of  Eifles, 

Sullivan's  Island,  S.  0.,  March  7,  1861. 
Hon.  D.  F.  Jamison,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  yesterday,  I  left  a  detachment 
of  forty-seven  men,  of  the  Regiment  of  Rifles,  at  Secessionville,  to  keep 
open  communication  with  Morris  Island.  I  would  respectfully  request 
that  they  be  ordered  to  join  the  regiment  again.  They  wiU  be  of  little 
or  no  service  for  this  purpose.  Five  ordinary  employes  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  would  answer  the  end  quite  as  well.  Furthermore, 
Secessionville  is  not  the  proper  point  for  the  mere  purpose  of  communi- 
cation. The  point  should  be  Clark's  Landing,  and  the  route  from  DilFs 
Landing  direct,  thus  avoiding  a  long  detour.     There  is  yet  another 
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reasoD.  Every  post  should  keep  open  its  own  communication.  They 
will  feel  far  more  interest  in  the  work  than  the  members  of  another  regi- 
ment, who  are  to  have  no  share  in  the  honors  of  the  contest.  If  your 
excellency  agrees  with  me,  I  would  suggest  that  orders  to  that  effect  be 
issued  immediately,  so  that  they  can  make  use  of  the  means  of  trans- 
portation now  engaged  in  transferring  the  commissary  stores. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  JOHNSTON  PETTIGEEW, 

Colonel  Regiment  of  Rifles, 


Headquarters  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C, 

March  8,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Army  Confederate  States  of  America  : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters 
of  yesterday's  date,  and  thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  express.  Did 
I  not,  however,  make  known  my  deficiencies,  I  should  mislead  the  officer 
in  command,  and  possibly  entail  disaster,  from  not  having  such  as  can 
life  supplied.  With  regard  to  the  command  on  Sullivan's  Island,  I  am 
very  glad  to  be  relieved  from  the  details  of  it,  as  it  enables  me  to  give 
my  attention  to  what  I  have  no  doubt  is  considered  as  of  the  first 
imi)ortance — the  preparation  of  the  artillery  service,  I  beg  to  take  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  the  importance,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  first  turn  in 
the  beach  of  this  island,  east  of  this  fort,  as  a  position  for  a  channel 
battery,  rather  than  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  five-gun  battery. 
From  that  point  the  guns  can  command  every  channel,  and  especially 
the  north  and  south  channels,  where  the  vessels  having  re-enforcements 
are  bound  to  come  in,  as  things  at  present  stand.  Now  those  channels 
are  only  protected  by  this  fort.  If  labor  can  be  obtained  and  the  work 
commenced,  I  would  respectfully^  recommend  the  removal  of  four  guns 
from  the  five-gun  battery,  leaving  one,  which  can  be  so  arranged  as  to 
traverse  completely  around  and  make  the  addition  formerly  proposed 
from  this  fort,  or  even  more,  in  addition  to  the  mortars  which  are  to  be 
placed  there.  The  Maffitt  Channel  would  be  completely  blocked  and  the 
new  battery  would  matericiUy  add  to  the  defenses  of  the  channels  men- 
tioned above. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  RIPLEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Artillery^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Morris  Island,  S.  C, 

March  8,  1861. 
To  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  Brigadier- General  Beauregard  : 

Sir  :  I  received  notice  from  the  Ordnance  Department  yesterday 
afternoon  that  two  24-pounders  and  tv\  o  12-i)ounders  were  sent  to  this 
island,  but  without  any  information  of  the  manner  in  which  they  Avere 
to  come  or  the  point  at  which  the  12-pounders  were  to  be  landed. 

This  morning  I  learned  that  a  steamer,  the  Chesterfield,  was  at  the 
south  i)oint  of  the  island,  with  the  four  guns,  and  with  a  framed  stable, 
to  be  used  for  the  horses  of  the  battery  of  field  artillery.  I  sent  the 
quartermaster  of  my  regiment  with  written  orders  for  the  24:-pounders 
to  be  landed  at  the  south  point,  the  12-pounders  near  Yinegar  Hill,  and 
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the  stable  at  an  intermediate  point,  where  I  propose  to  pitch  my  camp. 
Not  being  certain  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  land  the  12-poanders 
and  the  stable  on  the  beach,  I  gave  verbal  orders,  leaving  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hamilton  to  have  them  brought  round  the 
north  point  of  the  island,  in  order  to  be  conveyed  by  the  creek,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island. 

My  quartermaster  has  just  reported  to  me  that  the  master  of  the 
steamer  (Flynn,  I  think,  is  his  name),  in  disobedience  of  my  orders,  and 
alleging  orders  to  himself  to  land  everything  at  the  south  point  (but 
showing  no  written  order  to  that  effect),  is  proceeding  to  put  out,  not 
only,  the  24-pounders  and  the  12-pounders,  but  the  timber  of  the  stable, 
at  the  south  point.  This  will  be  exeedingly  inconvenient,  as  it  will  be 
an  immense  labor  to  haul  all  the  material  of  the  stable  through  the  heavy 
sand  this  side  of  the  south  point.  I  have  sent  down  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hamilton,  with  orders  to  arrest  and  confine  the  master  of  the  steamer, 
j)ut  the  next  of&cer  in  command  of  the  boat,  and  bring  back  the  stable, 
together  with  the  12-pounders,  to  the  north  point  of  the  island,  whence 
they  can  be  conve^^ed  (in  a  smaller  vessel)  through  the  back  creek.  I 
am  not  sure,  however,  that  this  will  be  in  time  to  remedy  the  inconven- 
ience, as  the  landing  of  the  material  may  be  completed  before  Lieut- ' 
enant-Colonel  Hamilton  gets  to  the  point.  I  respectfully  suggest  the 
necessity  of  putting  the  commanders  of  steamers  in  the  service  of  the 
quartermaster- general  under  better  control.  Eepeated  instances  of 
misconduct,  negligence,  and  disobedience  have  come  within  my  obser- 
vation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAXCY  GREGG, 
Col.  First  Regiment  8.  G.  Vols.^  Commander  on  Morris  Island. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  letter,  which  was  too  late  for  this 
morning's  boat.  Captain  Flynn,  of  the  Chesterfield,  being  brought  to  my 
quarters,  under  guard,  and  having  promised  to  carry  the  stable  and  the 
two  12-pounders  to  the  north  point  of  the  island,  has  been  released  from 
arrest  and  sent  back  to  the  command  of  his  boat.  If  Daly,  the  master 
of  the  little  steam-flat,  obeys  the  orders  given  to  him  by  Colonel  Hatch, 
and  comes  to  Cummings  Point  this  afternoon,  I  shall  be  able  to  send 
the  lumber  and  guns  up  the  back  creek  by  his  boat.  But  his  previous 
conduct  leaves  me  in  entire  uncertainty  whether  to  expect  him. 

M.  G. 


State  of  South  Carolina, 
Engineer  Bureau^  Charleston^  8.  (7.,  March  8,  1861. 
Capt.  S.  W.  Ferguson,  Aide-de-camp : 

Captain  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
a  report  this  day  addressed  to  him.  I  am  required  to  make  daily  re- 
ports to  the  Secretary,  and  am  instructed  by  him  to  send  copies  of  them 
to.  the  commanding  general. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 

Major  of  Engineers, 
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[Inclosure.] 

State  of  South  Carolina, 
Engineer  Bureau^  Charleston^  S.  0.,  March  8,  ^^61. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  B.  Gist,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General.:  Owing  to  very  pressing  engagements,  as  also  owing  to 
daily  reports  not  having  been  sent  in  regularly  by  the  engineers  in 
charge  of  the  several  works  under  construction  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton, my  daily  reports  have  been  interrupted  for  the  past  three  or  four 
days.  , 

I  have  now  to  report  that  the  reconstruction  of  the  mortar  battery  on 
the  beach  at  Fort  Johnson  is  very  nearly  completed.  It  is  designed 
to  move  two  mortars  from  this  battery  and  place  them  where  I  com- 
menced a  battery,  for  the  removal  of  the  four  mortars  from  the  beach 
battery.  The  battery  and  magazine  for  these  mortars  will  be  comx)leted 
in  a  few  days.  On  Morris  Island  all  the  guns  and  mortars  which  have 
been  sent  over  have  been  mounted  and  placed. 

The  following  postscript,  attached  to  an  order  of  the  7th  instant,  from 
the  commanding  general,  will  show,  to  some  extent,  future  operations 
on  Morris  Island,  viz  : 

At  Cummings  Point  on  Morris  Island  he  wishes  all  work  stopped  at  present,  except 
at  the  iron  battery  (finishing  the  work  he  ordered  there)  and  at  the  condemned  mor- 
tar battery  (which  he  ordered  to  be  changed  into  a  bomb-proof).  The  balance  of  the 
working  force  will  immediately  (under  charge  of  Colonel  Lamar,  who  has  command 
of  the^working  parties)  be  put  to  work  constructing  those  channel  batteries  he  ordered 
Major  Whiting  to  mark  out,  so  as  to  have  them  completed  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Twenty-eight  laborers  (all  that  could  be  procured)  worked  yesterday 
on  a  battery  for  four  24:-pounders,  near  the  steamboat  landing,  at  the 
point  of  Sullivan's  Island,  ordered  by  the  commanding  general,  for 
enfilading  the  guns  en  barbette  on  Fort  Sumter. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 

Major  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Confederate  States  Army, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  8,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

Sir  :  The  Department  letter  of  the  2d  instant  has  been  received,  but 
could  not  be  answered  sooner.  Governor  Pickens,  who  obligingly  affords 
me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  as  well  as  all  his  officers,  suggests 
that  the  State  of  South  Carolina  should  continue  to  defray  all  the  present 
current  expenses  incurred  within  its  limits,  so  as  not  to  complicate  the 
present  moneyed  difficulties  of  the  Confederate  States  Government. 
This  would  probably  be  a  very  proper  arrangement. 

With  regard  to  the  supposed  temporary  dissatisfaction  of  the  State 
troops,  alluded  to  by  you,  upon  consultation  with  the  governor,  he  ad- 
vises that  the  brigade  of  State  Regulars  should  remain  as  at  present 
organized,  until  required  to  enter  the  Federal  service,  but  in  the  mean 
time  to  be  under  my  orders.  Its  commanding  general  and  staff  have 
readily  assented  to  this  arrangement,  and  by  the  order  of  the  governor 
(already  communicated  to  the  War  Department),  it  must  have  been 
seen  that  all  the  troops  (State,  Regulars,  and  Volunteers)  in  or  about 
Charleston  have  already  been  put  under  my  orders,  and  I  can  i)erceive 
among  them  no  spirit  of  opposition  or  dissatisfaction.     On  the  contrary, 
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they  appear  to  be  animated  with  the  most  kiudly  feelings  towards  me, 
and  seem  highly  pleased  at  the  order  assigning  me  to  their  command. 

I  have  already  given  the  information  here  that  cavalry  would  not,  at 
present, ^e  called  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Every  one  here  seems  to  be  gradually  becoming  aware,  through  my 
cautious  representations,  that  we  are  not  yet  prepared  for  the  contest, 
and  that  the  first  work  in  order  is  to  endeavor  to  keep  re-enforcements 
from  getting  into  Fort  Sumter  by  increasing  our  channel  defenses,  which 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  accomplish  in  about  a  week  or  ten  days.  In  the 
mean  time  I  will  go  on  organizing  everything  around  me. 
Eespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  9,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston  : 

General  :  Your  report  of  the  Gth  instant  has  been  received  at  this 
Department.  What  you  have  done  and  what  you  j)ropose  to  do  is  ap- 
proved. Push  forward  your  contemplated  works  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition, especially  with  the  view  to  prevent  the  re-enforcement  of  Fort 
Sumter.  This  must  be  prevented  at  all  hazards,  and  by  the  use  of  every 
conceivable  agency.  Fort  Sumter  is  silent  now  only  because  of  the 
weakness  of  the  garrison.  Should  re-enforcements  get  in,  her  guns  would 
open  fire  upon  you. 

There  is  information  at  this  Department — not  official,  it  is  true,  but 
believed  to  be  reliable — that  five  or  six  United  States  ships  are  in  New 
York  Harbor  all  ready  to  start. 

The  United  States  steamer  Pawnee  has  left  Philadelphia  suddenly 
for  Washington,  fully  provisioned  and  ready  to  go  to  sea,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  effort  to  re-enforce  Sumter  may  be  made  by  sending  in  men 
in  whale-boats  to-night.  Should  this  plan  succeed  and  the  garrison  be 
re-enforced  sufficiently  to  stand  an  assault  the  attempt  may  i3e  made  to 
fight  their  way  up  by  five  or  six  war  vessels. 

In  his  report  to  this  Department  Major  Whiting  suggested  the  possi- 
bility of  re-enforcements  by  land.  Upon  examining  the  maj)  it  occurs 
to  me  that  this  possibility  might  be  accomplished  in  two  ways :  First, 
at  the  south  of  Morris  Island  there  is  an  inlet  which  connects  with 
Schooner  Greek,  and  affords  a  water  communication  in  the  rear  of  all 
our  works  directly  uj)  to  Fort  Sumter.  The  creeks  are,  however,  very 
winding,  and  probably  if  taken  in  hand  at  once  could  easily  be  obstructed 
by  sinking  flats  or  boats.  Second,  Stono  Eiver  affords,  I  should  think, 
an  entrance  to  vessels  ot  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  draught,  which  may 
land  troops  on  James  Island,  or  go  through  a  cut  known  as  James 
Island  Cut.  Neither  method,  I  take  it,  would  be  practicable  if  any 
troops  were  on  James  Island ;  but  in  the  absence  of  them  a  sudden  rush 
might  possibly  avail. 

These  suggestions  are  made  without  special  knowledge,  and  are  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Hdqrs.  Prov.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  8.  0.,  3Iarch  9,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  herewith  the  report  of  Col.  M.  Gregg,  First  Eegi- 
ment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  commanding  on  Morris  Island,  at  the 
entrance  of  this  harbor,  reporting  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
accidental  shooting  of  a  loaded  gun  towards  Fort  Sumter  on  the  8th 
instant.  From  the  inquiries  thus  far  made,  it  would  appear  to  have 
been  entirely  accidental  -,  but  I  have  ordered  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  affair  to  be  made  at  once,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  an  event  which  might  be  attended  with  such  disastrous  consequences, 
I  have  ordered  that  hereafter  no  gun  should  be  practiced  with  without 
first  ascertaining  whether  it  be  loaded  or  not. 

The  channel  batteries  are  i)rogressing  regularly,  and  the  other  works 
are  being  corrected  and  consolidated.    Nothing  new  otherwise. 
I  remain,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.l 

Headquarters  Morris  Island,  S.  C, 

March  8,  1861. 
To  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard  : 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  Major  Stevens  that  a  shot  was  accidentally 
fired  from  the  iron  battery  this  morning,  which  struck  Fort  Sumter. 
Major  Stevens  was  practicing  with  blank  cartridges,  and  does  not  know 
how  a  shot  got  in.  He  does  not  suspect  that  it  was  put  in  by  any  man 
intentionally.  Major  Stevens  is  about  to  go  with  a  flag  to  Fort  Sumter 
to  explain  the  accident. 

I  have  to  request  that  General  Beauregard  will  forward  this  note  for 
the  information  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAXCY  GREGG, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Commanding  on  Morris  Island,     ^ 


Washington,  3Iarch  11,  1861. 
General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Army  Confederate  States,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 
Believed  here  that  Anderson  will  be  ordered  to  evacuate  Sumter  in 
five  days.     Was  certainly  informally  agreed  on  in  Cabinet  Saturday 
night.    May  have  been  done  as  ruse  to  throw  you  off  your  guard  and 
enable  them  to  re-enforce. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


Washington,  iJiarc/i  11,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  DAYis,Monigomery,Ala.: 

It  is  believed  here  in  Black  Republieiin  circles  that  Anderson,  will  be 
ordered  to  vacate  Fort  Sumter  in  ^ve  days.  An  informal  conclusion  to 
this  effect  was  arrived  at  Saturday  night  in  Cabinet.  Anderson  tele- 
graphed, it  is  said,  that  he  had  no  fuel  and  but  fifteen  days'  provisions. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 

18  RR 
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Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  March  11,  1861. 

Hou.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  my  present  duties  \YOuld 
permit  (yesterday)  to  make  a  thorough  reconnaissance  oi  the  country 
south  of  this  city  to  the  Stono  Eiver  and  its  mouth,  to  determine  what 
works  are  required  to  prevent  an  enemy  from  a])proaching  in  that 
direction,  either  to  throw  re- enforcements  during  the  night  into  Fort  Sum- 
ter, through  the  Stono  River,  Folly  Eiver,  or  Light-house  InJet,  and  their 
numerous  and  intricate  branches  (seeBache's  maps  of  Charleston  Harbor 
and  adjacent  coast  and  country),  or  to  attack  Charleston.  I  have  select- 
ed the  sites  and  ordered  the  construction  of  some  field  works  that  will, 
I  think,  effectually  guard  those  channels  of  approach  j  but  we  must 
have  time  and  means  to  complete  them.  With  good  assistants  (chiefs 
of  Engineers  and  Ordnance)  this  could  probably  be  done  in  about  eight 
or  ten  days;  but  Major  Whiting  and  Captain  Boggs  (two  most  reliable 
an  efficient  ofiicers)  have  been  recalled  to  Savannah  by  the  governor  of 
Georgia,  and  I  am  again  left  to  my  own  resources.  Their  absence  fills 
me  with  care  and  grief,  for  other  very  important  matters  demand  my 
attention  ;  in  fact,  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  organization  remains  still 
to  be  attended  to.  I  find  a  great  deal  of  zeal  and  energy  around  me, 
but  little  professional  knowledge  and  experience.  I  earnestly  request 
the  immediate  return  of  the  two  ofi&cers  just  named,  or  that  two  others, 
of  equal  ability,  if  they  can  be  procured,  be  sent  me.  Probably  Capt. 
G.  AV.  Smith,  of  Ii^ew  York,  and  Captain  Gorgas  might  be  iruluced  to 
come,  if  a  positive  rank  could  be  offered  to  them.  Should  an  enemy' 
succeed  in  effecting  a  landing  on  the  Stono  River  (a  very  navigable 
stream),  or  anywhere  else  in  that  direction,  I  will  take  a  i)osition  with 
all  my  disposable  forces  in  a  very  advantageous  location  I  have  selected, 
a  little  in  advance  of  the  Savannah  road  bridge,  leading  into  Charleston, 
covering,  at  the  same  time,  the  bridge  with  a  tete-de-pont.  From  thence 
I  will  oppose  to  the  last  his  direct  attack,  or  take  him  in  flank  and  rear, 
to  cut  off  his  communication,  if  practicable. 

With  regard  to  my  letter  of  the  12th,  referring  to  my  present  com- 
mission in  the  Confederate  service,  I  desire  to  state  that  should  my 
'application  to  be  appointed  in  the  Regular  service,  instead  of  the 
Provisional  one,  occasion  any  embarrassment  to  the  President,  I 
desire  it  to  remain  unnoticed ;  and,  moreover,  should  he  at  any  time 
consider  it  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service  or  safety  of  the  country 
to  send  here  an  ofticer  of  more  experience  than  myself,  I  hope  he  will 
do  so  without  hesitation,  as  I  care  more  for  the  success  of  our  arms 
and  of  our  cause  than  for  the  honor  of  being  in  command  here,  and  I 
would  serve  under  the  orders  of  such  a  commanding  officer  with  the 
same  zeal  and  activity  as  at  present. 

1  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- (reneral,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  has  just  been  received.     Its  re- 
marks are  answered  in  the  above  letter. 

G.  T.  B. 


March  13,  1861. 
F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston,  S,  C.  : 

Telegram  to  AVigfall  received.     He  is  absent.     Evacuation  of  Sumter 
probable  5  not  certain.     If  so,  it  is  a  necessitv,  not  a  concession. 

H.  P.  BREWSTER. 
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WashinGtTON,  March  34,  1861. 

Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston,  8.  C.  ; 

I  confidently  believe  Sumter  will  be  evacua/ted,  and  think  a  Govern- 
ment messenger  left  here  yesterday  with  orders  to  that  effect  for 
Anderson. 

JOHN  FOESYTH. 


Montgomery,  March  14,  1861. 

General  Beaureoard,  Charleston: 

Steamers  Star  of  the  West,  Harriet  Lane,  Crusader,  Mohawk,  and 
Empire  City  ordered  to  sail  from  New  York  last  night.  Said  to  carry 
arms,  provisions,  and  men.     Destination  not  known. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 

[Copies  to  General  Bragg,  Pensacola ;  Captain  Jones,  Fort  Morgan ; 
Major  Duncan,  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip.] 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  15,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala,: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  three  telegrams  of  the  13th 
and  14th  instants.*     I  telegraphed  an  answer  to-day. 

Major  Whiting  has  this  day  reported  for  duty.  Captain  Northrop 
informed  me  a  few  days  ago  that  he  had  informed  you  he  could  not  at 
present  accept  the  commission  offered  him.  I  would  at  present  have  no 
need  of  him.  I  have  ordered  the  Drummond- light  operator  to  be  here 
forthwith,  for  his  services  will  be  required  as  soon  as  the  apparatus 
arrives.  After  instructing  two  or  three  persons  here  he  might  be  sent 
to  New  Orleans. 

By  the  orders  transmitted  to-day  it  will  be  seen  that  I  am  straining 
every  nerve  to  be  ready  to  meet  successfully  any  re-enforcements  that 
may  be  intended  for  Fort  Sumter.  I  believe  in  a  very  few  days  I  will 
be  ready  at  all  points.  I  have  made  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  all 
I  he  coast  approaches  to  Charleston,  and,  with  a  little  time,  see  not  much 
difficulty  in  preventing  an  enemy  from  using  them  with  any  prospect  of 
success.  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining,  for  about  ten  days,  the  services 
of  a  competent  ex-officer  of  the  Ordnance,  who  is  on  a  visit  here — Lieut. 
Charles  C.  Lee,  now  professor  in  a  military  school  of  North  Carolina. 
I  hope,  with  his  assistance,  to  be  able  to  put  the  ordnance  at  this  place 
in  a  better  condition  than  it  is  at  i)resent.  Captain  Boggs,  during  the 
very  few  days  he  spent  here,  had  already  done  a  great  deal  towards  that 
very  desirable  end.  I  found  so  much  opposition  here  to  the  employment 
of  Capt.  J.  P.  Jones,  Lieutenants  Williams,  O'Brien,  and  Robertson,  as 
company  ofiicers  in  any  of  the  regiments  here,  that  I  put  the  first  two  on 
ordnance  duty,  as  receivers  of  ordnance,  &c!,  at  the  batteries,  and  the 
other  two  as  assistant  engineers.  Lieutenant  Williams  has  been  quite 
sick  since  his  arrival  here;  the  others  appear  to  be  vei^^  zealous  and  ener- 
getic. As  to  Captain  Jones,  I  cannot  yet  speak  of  him  with  much  cer- 
tainty ;  but  although  regretting  not  to  be  in  command  of  his  company,  I 


*  Except  that  of  14tli  given  above,  these  refer  only  to  matters  of  detail. 
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have  found  him  anxious  to  be  employed  and  (o  prove  whether  he  is  lit 
for  the  command  of  an  artillery  company  or  not. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


War  Departmeivtt,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  15,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Beauregard,  Charleston^  8.  C. : 

General  :  Dispatches  just  received  from  Washington,  of  the  highest 
authority,  speak  of  mines  in  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  purpose  to  destroy  it 
and  the  garrison  rather  than  be  taken.  Foster,  the  Engineer,  might  be 
a  good  guarantee,  if  kept  in  the  fort. 

Give  but  little  credit  to  the  rumors  of  an  amicable  adjustment.  Do 
not  slacken  for  a  moment  your  energies,  and  be  ready  to  execute  any 
order  this  Department  may  forward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  March  16,  1861. 
General  Beauregard,  0.  S.  A.,  Charleston^  8.  C.  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  By  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have 
established  a  recruiting  station  here,  and  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
it  will  meet  with  decided  success.  By  the  time  an  officer  can  reach 
here  there  will  probably  be  one  hundred  recruits  to  examine.  The 
moneyed  arrangements  are  all  made.  I  have  concluded  that  it  would 
be  better  not  to  send  the  men  to  Charleston  until  they  were  examined. 
We  will  then  avoid  the  danger  of  having  to  pay  the  passage  money 
for  men  not  fit  for  service.  I  was  merely  requested  and  authorized  to 
recruit  here  for  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States.  I  have  made 
arrangements  for  sending  them  to  you,  supposing  that  you  would 
have  use  for  Uiem,  or,  if  not,  that  you  could  have  them  enlisted  and 
drilled  till  they  were  ordered  elsewhere.  Be  pleased  to  confer  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  if  you  have  no  orders.  The 
recruiting  will  go  on  rapidly,  and  as  I  determined  this  morning  not 
to  send  men  before  they  were  examined,  I  telegraphed  you  for  an 
experienced  officer.  The  men  will  be  kept  together  until  he  comes. 
If  this  shall  reach  you  before  you  have  sent  an  officer,  be  pleased  to 
refer  him  to  William  T.  Walters,  of  the  house  of  Walters  &  Co.,  68 
Exchange  Place,  with  whom  I  have  made  the  financial  arrangements. 
Very  respectfully, 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


Montgomery,  March  18,  1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston  : 

Order  Lieutenant  Haskell  to  Baltimore.  Inquire  for  W.  T.  Walters 
and  Hon.  L.  T.  Wigfall.  His  duty,  superintend  shipment  of  men 
to  Cliarleston,  where  they  will  be  enlisted,  and  see  if  they  are  fit. 
Must  conceal  his  mission  except  from  those  in  secret.  Wigfall  has 
the  money.     Must  go  at  once. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 
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[March  20,  1861.] 
General  Beauregard,  Commandimj  : 

Has  Sumter  l)eeu  evacuated?     Auy  actiou by  Audersou  indicating it'^ 

CRAWFORD. 
FORSYTH. 
ROMAN. 


WASHINGTON,  March  20,  18G1. 
Hon.  R.  Toombs,  Montgomery^  Ala. : 

You  have  not  heard  from  us  because  there  is  no  change.  If  there  is 
faith  in  man  we  may  rely  on  the  assurances  we  have  as  to  the  status. 
Time  is  essential  to  a  peaceful  issue  of  this  mission.  In  the  present 
posture  of  affairs  precipitation  is  war.    We  are  all  agreed. 

ROMAK. 

CRAWFORD. 

FORSYTH. 


War  Department,  A.  G.  O., 

Montgomery  J  March  20,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Peter  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Forces  Charleston  Army,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 
Sir  :  The  governor  of  South  Carolina  has,  in  a  written  communica- 
tion, strongly  urged  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  enlarging  your  com- 
mand, and  extending  it  so  as  to  embrace  the  coast  of  South  Carolina, 
say  from  Beaufort  to  Georgetown.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
subject  the  Secretary  of  War  has  concluded  to  conform  to  the  earnest 
recommendation  of  his  excellency,  with  the  full  understandiog,  how- 
ever, that  in  thus  extending  the  limits  of  your  command  no  risk  is  to 
be  incurred  by  your  temporary  absence  from  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
at  any  critical  moment,  and  that  your  first  duty  will  be  to  give  your 
personal  attention  to  the  defense  of  that  harbor.  The  Secretary  desires, 
therefore,  that  you  will  confer  with  his  excellency  and  be  governed  by 
these  instructions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General, 


State  of  South  Carolina, 
Engineer  Bureau,  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  20,  1861. 
General  D.  F.  Jamison,  Secretary  of  War: 

General  :  The  mortar  battery  at  Fort  Johnson,  on  the  beach,  has 
been  completed.  The  battery  on  the  elevated  ground  has  all  been  com- 
pleted, with  the  exception  of  the  bomb-proof  magazines  in  connection 
therewith. 

On  Morris  Island  Captain  Lee  reports  that  there  have  been  mounted 
on  the  channel  two  Dahlgrens,  three  columbiads,  two  sea-coast  howit- 
zers, and  two  24-pounders.  This  is  the  only  report  I  have  received 
from  him  in  the  last  four  days,  and  furnishes  but  a  very  imperfect 
idea  of  what  has  been  done,  or  the  condition  of  the  new  batteries  on 
Morris  Island.  Before  these  batteries  had  been  commenced  there  were 
mounted  on  the  channel  seven  24-pounders,  two  howitzers,  and  two 
Dahlgren  guns. 
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On  Sullivan's  Island  the  only  report  I  have  is  that  the  batteries  are 
l)rogressing,  with  an  increased  force  of  two  laborers  on  the  ealilade 
battery.  Quarters  are  in  progress  of  erection  for  the  laborers  and  me- 
chanics who  are  to  be  employed  on  the  battery  on  Battery  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 

Major  of  Engineers. 


Washington,  March  21, 1861. 
Hou.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Large  number  of  men  in  Baltimore.  Cannot  be  kept  together  there 
much  longer.  Nothing  heard  of  or  from  Haskell.  What  shall  I  do? 
Answer  immediately. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 


Montgomery,  March  21,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  T.  WiGFALL,  Washington: 

Officer  leaves  to-nighi  with  letter  for  you  and  full  instructions.  Did 
not  know  until  half  hour  ago  that  Haskell  had  not  gone.  If  men  can't 
wait  ship  them  at  once,  and  write  Beauregard  the  vessel  they  are  in,  so 
that  he  may  be  ready  to  enlist  on  arrival. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  21,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  T.  WiGFALL,  Washington.,  B.  G.  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant. 
Orders  were  given  to  General  Beauregard,  at  Charleston,  to  detail  an 
officer  for  the  special  service  at  Baltimore,  and  I  am  only  just  informed 
that  the  officer  appointed  is  still  in  Charleston.  A  person  will  be  sent 
from  this  place  to-night  to  perform  that  duty,  with  instructions  to  report 
to  you  if  in  Baltimore,  and  in  your  absence  to  William  T.  Walters,  6S 
Exchange  Place,  Baltimore.  It  will  be  much  cheaper  to  ship  the  men 
as  steerage  passengers  than  by  rail,  and  he  will  be  so  instructed  unless 
you  have  special  reasons  for  a  contrary  course. 

Although  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  all  of  us  to  have  you  here,  it 
occurs  to  me  that  you  could  render  more  efficient  service  by  remaiuing 
in  Baltimore  until  our  recruiting  depot  is  fully  and  successfully  estab- 
lished as  an  institution.  Captain  Pender,  the  officer  to  be  sent  from 
here  to  inspect  and  superintend  the  shipment  of  the  men,  is  directed  to 
place  himself  under  your  orders,  and  will  remain  in  Baltimore  for  some 
weeks.  Such  money  as  he  may  require  within  the  scope  of  his  business 
you  will  arrange  for  him  to  have. 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  no  authority  to  receive  the  Washington 
company  in  the  manner  proposed.    I  have  no  other  idea  than  war,  and 
we  hope  soon  to  be  ready  for  any  emergency. 
Very  trulv, 

L.  P.  WALKER. 
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*  Charleston,  March  21,  1801. 

General  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

State  ordnance  board  cannot  spare  boolv  of  plates.*  Copies  should 
be  sent  if  required.  Ordnance  officer  much  needed  here.  Lieutenant 
Haskell  cannot  go  immediately  to  Baltimore.  Department  better  send 
another  one  from  Montgomery. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGARD. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  21,  18G1. 

General  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston^  S.  C: 

Sir:  The  probability  is,  if  there  be  any  reliance  on  rumors  semi- 
ofiticial  in  their  character,  that  Fort  Sumter  will  be  shortly  abandoned. 
Of  course,  it  would  be  proper  to  afford  Major  Anderson  and  his  men  a 
safe  conduct  out  of  the  harbor ;  but  before  this  is  done  you  must  feel 
perfectly  assured  that  there  are  no  mines  laid  with  trains  within  the 
fort.  This  might  be  individually  accomplished  by  informing  Major 
Anderson  that  you  intended  immediately  on  its  abandonment  by  him 
to  occupy  it,  and  to  take  possession  of  everything  left  behind  5  that  you 
did  not  desire  to  do  this,  except  upon  an  inventory  to  be  made  out  by 
yourself  and  one  of  his  officers,  and  the  proper  officer  to  be  detailed  by 
him  to  perform  this  duty  would  be  Foster,  the  Engineer. 

Should  he  reply  to  this  proposition  that  he  cannot  consider  what 
course  you  may  pursue  after  liis  abandonment  of  the  fort,  and  therefore 
decline  to  assist  in  the  inventory,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  communicate 
to  him  the  existence  of  the  rumor,  and  to  demand  from  liim  such  assur- 
ance of  its  falsity  as  shall  fully  satisfy  you.  If  he  declines  to  give  this 
assurance  it  will  be  your  duty  to  prevent  their  departure.  It  is  hardly 
probable  that  he  will  decline  either  of  these  propositions,  but  should  he 
decline  both  you  must  pursue  the  course  herein  indicated,  and  keep  him 
where  he  is. 

Yery  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  A.  G.  O., 

Montgomery^  March  21,  18G1. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Forces^  Charleston^  8.  C. : 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  W^ar  to  inform  you  that 
Capt.  William  D.  Pender,  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery,  has  been  sent  to 
Baltimore,  Md.,  to  direct  the  recruiting  service  in  that  city,  whose  duty 
it  will  be  to  have  every  recruit  examined  and  passed  by  a  medical  officer 
previously  to  his  being  accepted.  Such  as  may  pass  examination  are 
to  be  shipped  from  time  to  time  as  they  accumulate,  and  sent  to  Charles- 
ton. The  officer  will  notify  you  by  mail  or  telegraph  of  the  facts  of  such 
shipments.  The  recruits  on  arriving  in  C^harleston  are  to  be  there 
enlisted  into  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  term  of  years 
provided  by  law. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant- General, 

*This  refers  to  plans,  &c.,  seized  at  Cliarleston  Arsenal,  and  called  for  by  Mr. 
Walker  under  date  of  March  18,  1801. 
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Charleston,  March  22,  1861. 
Geueral  L.  P.  Walker: 

Special  messeuger  from  General  Scott  to  learn  Anderson's  condition 
arrived  last  evening.  Went  back  last  night.  Keports  Anderson  nearly 
out  fuel  and  provisions.  All  my  batteries  will  be  finishied  and  armed 
in  two  or  three  days.     Can  I  have  Boggs  *? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

MarcJi  24,  1861. 
General  Beauregard  : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  read  the  papers  and  your  note  to  Major 
Anderson.  As  to  the  inventory  suggested,  of  all  public  property,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  wait  his  propositions  first  ?  Because,  if  we  propose  an 
inventory,  it  will  imply  that  our  Government  is  to  be  responsible  for  the 
amount  in  any  future  settlement,  whereas,  considering  that  the  United 
States  forces  inaugurated  a  state  of  hostilities,  approaching  a  state  of 
war  (by  the  removal  from  Moultrie,  by  leaving  the  carriages,  spiking  the 
guns,  and  cutting  down  the  flagstaff,  and  left  the  fort  in  actual  flames, 
which  would  have  reached  the  magazine  if  I  had  not  taken  possession 
and  stopped  the  progress),  then  the  attempt  to  throw  re-enforcements  in 
and  the  whole  course  of  the  Government  and  command  here,  has  for- 
feited all  claim  for  future  accountability  for  armament  and  public  prop- 
erty in  this  fort  now ;  besides,  the  expenses  they  have  forced  us  to,  in 
order  to  ward  off  the  conquest  and  subjugation  intended  by  their  occu- 
pation of  Sumter,  all  cancel  the  obligation  to  account.  If  Anderson 
should  offer  or  desire  to  have  an  inventory,  then  I  will  agree  to  it  with 
pleasure,  or  any  reasonable  request,  so  as  to  get  them  out  without  diffi- 
culty. But  I  would,  when  they  retire,  sign  the  inventory  with  a  protest 
against  the  Government  being  finally  responsible,  unless  it  might  be  ex- 
pedient to  do  so  in  a  full  settlement.  I  have  no  idea  that  Anderson  has 
as  yet 'any  authority  to  agree  to  your  propositions  in  any  shape,  because 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  has  yet  empowered  him.  I  merely  throw 
out  these  suggestions  for  the  present,  and  have  no  objections  to  your 
sending  a  letter  somewhat  like  yours,  if  you  think  the  time  has  now 
arrived. 

With  great  regard,  yours,  very  truly, 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


Hdqrs.  Prov.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  S.  0.,  March  25,  1861. 
^Jwl.  Edward  Manigault, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  S.  C,  Army,  Charleston,  S,  C. ; 

Colonel  :  Your  communication  of  this  date  is  just  received.  The 
brigadier-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  the  fol- 
lowing distribution  to  be  made  of  the  ordnance  referred  to  by  you : 

One  Dahlgren  gun  to  Sullivan's  Island ;  two  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars 
to  Sullivan's  Island ;  two  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars  to  Mount  Pleasant 
battery ;  two-thirds  of  the  9-inch  shells  to  Morris  Island,  for  the  Dahl- 
gren battery ;  one-third  of  the  9-inch  shells  to  Sullivan's  Island,  for  the 
Dahlgren  battery  -,  all  the  8-inch  shells  to  Morris  Island;  two  hundred 
10-inch  shells  to  Sullivan's  Island,  for  mortar  battery  j  two  hundred  10- 
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inch  shells  to  Mount  Pleasant  mortar  battery.    The  balance  of  10-inch 
shells  to  be  equally  divided  between  Morris  Island  and  Fort  Johnson. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  W.  FEEGUSOI^, 
Captainj  and  Aide-de-camp, 


Executive  Department, 
State  of  South  Carolina^  March  25,  18G1. 
[General  Beaiireoard?]: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  sent  Lamon  to  Major  Anderson,  and  all  right.  WiU 
see  you  as  soon  as  I  can.  I  told  him  we  would  agree  to  evacuation  upon 
any  honorable  and  reasonable  terms,  but  would  not  suffer  any  war  vessel 
to  come  up  to  the  fort,  and  everything  must  be  conducted  respecta^bly, 
and  in  no  arrogant  or  wanton  manner  towards  us.  He  says  Spencer 
will  come  out  in  a  few  days,  certain. 
Truly, 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  25,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  (7.  S,  Army : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  letters 
dated,  respectively,  the  20th  and  21st  instants,  the  former  extending 
the  limits  of  my  command,  &c. ;  the  latter  in  relation  to  the  recruiting 
service  in  Baltimore  j  also,  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  the  recruits.  The  instructions  contained  therein  will  be  com- 
plied with.  I  will  not  leave  this  city  until  after  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
Sumter.  Sixty-four  recruits  arrived  here  from  Baltimore,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  E.  E.  Haslett,  on  Saturday,  the  23d  instant,  and  were  sent 
to  Castle  Pinckney.  They  will  be  enlisted  to-day.  Captain  Childs  and 
Lieutenants  O'Brien  and  Eobertson  have  been  assigned  to  duty  with 
them.  The  quartermaster- general  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  has 
kindly  offered  to  furnish  them  with  the  necessary  rations,  clothing,  &c., 
to  be  settled  for  hereafter.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  economical  to  pre 
scribe  the  uniform  for  the  Regular  Army  as  early  as  practicable.  Mr. 
Haslett  informs  me  that  a  bounty  was  promised  these  men,  but  does 
not  know  the  amount — thinks  about  $25  or  $30.  I  have,  therefore,  to 
request  that  you  notify  me  what  amount  will  be  paid,  and  under  what 
regulations,  that  I  may  cause  the  same  to  be  noted  on  their  muster  and 
pay  rolls.  I  am  just  informed  that  Lamon,  special  messenger  from 
Washington,  has  arrived,  and  is  now  conferring  with  the  governor. 
I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

March  26,  18G1. 
[General  Beauregard  :] 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  read  the  inclosed,  and  think  it  is  very 
appropriate;  and  if  he  is  not  entirely  satisfied,  you  can  do  no  more.     If 
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Lamon  was  authorized  to  arrange  matters,  Anderson  onglit  now  to  say 
so,  in  reply  to  yours  ;  and  if  he  does  not,  I  shall  begin  to  doubt  every- 
tliing.* 

Very  truly,  with  great  regard, 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  8.  0.,  March  2G,  18C1. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir  :  The  Department  letter  of  the  21st  has  been  received,  and  I 
inclose  you  herewith  the  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  thought  proper  to 
address  to  Maj.  Robert  Anderson,  with  whom  1  am  personally  well 
acquainted,  t  His  answer  will  be  communicated  to  the  Department  as 
soon  as  received,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Lamon  left  here  last  night,  saying  that  Major  Anderson  and  command 
would  soon  be  withdrawn  from  Fort  Sumter  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
I  am,  however,  progressing  with  my  offensive  and  defensive  batteries, 
which  will  all  be  finished  and  armed  to-morrow  night  or  the  day  after. 
I  find  great  difficulty,  for  want  of  an  ordnance  officer,  in  properly  organ- 
izing the  armament,  &c.,  of  said  batteries.  I  have  this  day  had  assigned 
to  me  for  that  duty  Lieutenant  Rutledge,  South  Carolina  ]S"avy,  who  I 
hope  will  be  of  assistance  to  me  in  that  department. 

As  already  telegraphed,  Capt.  W.  H.  Stevens,  of  the  Engineers,  is 
not  at  present  required  here.  He  might  be  usefully  employed  at  Savan- 
nah if  not  wanted  elsewhere,  or  I  may  soon  have  need  of  him  for  the 
defenses  of  the  sea  coast  of  South  Carolina,  which  I  may  have  to  order 
hereafter. 

Four  of  the  Drummond  lights  ordered  for  this  harbor  have  this  day 
arrived,  with  the  required  instructions,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
inclosed.  Ko  operator  could  be  sent  with  them.  I  have  procured  the 
welcome  and  generous  services  of  Professor  Gibbes,  of  Charleston  Col- 
lege, for  the  purpose  of  instructing  a  proper  person  here  in  their  use. 
T  have  no  doubt  that  Professor  Eiddle,  of  New  Orleans,  postmaster, 
would  be  happy  to  give  his  assistance  in  a  like  manner  for  the  six  sent 
there,  two  of  which  might  be  sent  to  Pensacola  or  some  other  harbor. 
With  tour  here  we  shall  have  enough  now. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  27,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  herewith  copies  of  Maj.  Robert 
Anderson's  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  and  of  my  reply  to 
him.f  It  will  be  seen  that  he  distinctly  and  positively  refuses  to  give 
the  pledge  asked  of  him.    But  I  consider  his  answer  equivalent  to  any 

*  Seems  to  refer  to  letter  from  General  Beauregard  forwarded  by  Major  Anderson  to 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  March  27,  p.  222. 

t  See  inclosure  No.  1  to  Major  Anderson's  letter  of  March  27,  p.  222. 
t  See  inclosures  2  and  3,  Anderson  to  Thomas,  March  27,  pp.  222,  223. 
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pledge  that  might  be  required  of  him,  for  he  is,  iu  my  opiuiou,  a  most 
gallant  officer,  incapable  of  any  act  that  might  tarnish  his  reputation  as 
a  soldier  5  and,  should  he  ask  for  any  assistance  of  Governor  Pickens  or 
myself  for  the  removal  of  his  command  from  this  harbor,  it  will  be  a 
sufficient  guarantee  that  Fort  Sumter  will  be  left  in  its  present  condi- 
tion. At  any  rate,  when  he  makes  the  said  application,  an  officer  will 
be  appointed  by  me  to  verify  the  fact  and  make  proper  arrangements 
with  him. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — You  will  notice  that  I  preferred  writing  to  him  unofficially,  so 
as  to  obtain  his  views  first. 

B. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  March  27,  18G1. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  Maj.  Eobert  Anderson  in  answer  to  mine  of  yesterday,  a  copy  of 
which  has  already  been  sent  to  the  Department.  It  will  be  seen  by 
Major  Anderson's  answer,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  man,  that  nothing 
like  a  doubtful  course  can  be  feared  from  him  on  the  evacuation  of  Fort 
Sumter,  which  ought  now  to  be  decided  upon  in  a  few  days,  for  this 
state  of  uncertainty  ought  not  to  last  longer  than  is  necessary  to  h«ive 
all  our  preparations  made  to  compel  him  to  a  surrender,  should  the 
United  States  Government  not  be  willing  to  withdraw  him  peaceably. 
,  I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  A.  and  I.  G.  O., 

Montgomery,  March  29,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding^  &c.,  Charleston,  8.  C.  : 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  will  allow  no  further 
communications  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  Fort 
Sumter,  unless  the  written  instructions  of  the  intermediary  are  first  sub- 
mitted to  your  inspection,  with  satisfactory  assurances  that  there  are  no 
verbal  instructions  inconsistent  with  those  which  are  wiitten. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  GOOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Gharleston,  S.  C,  April  1,  18G1. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Montgomery,  Ala. : 

The  following  telegram  just  received  from  Commissioner  Crawford : 

I  am  authorized,  to  say  that  this  Government  will  not  undertake  to  supply  Sumter 
without  notice  to  you.     My  opinion  is  that  the  President  lias  not  the  cournj^e  to  exe- 
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i^nie  the  order  agreed  upon  iu  Calnnet  for  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  but  that  he  in- 
toiuKs  to  shift  the  responsibility  upon  Major  Anderson,  by  suffering  him  to  be  starved 
out.     WoukI  it  not  be  well  to  aid  in  this  by  cutting  off  all  supplies? 

CRAWFORD. 

Batteries  here  ready  to  open  Wednesday  or  Thursday.    What  instruc- 
tions? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


War  Department,  A.  and  I.  G.  O., 

Montgomery  J  April  1,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Gommayiding^  &c.^  Charleston^  S.  C. : 
Sir  :  Oapt.  W.  D.  Pender,  who  is  engaged  on  special  service  in  Bal- 
timore, has  been  directed  to  acquaint  you  with  the  amount  of  bounty 
which  was  i^romised  to  the  recruits  from  that  city,  referred  to  in  your 
communication  of  the  25th  ultimo,  in  order  that  you  may  cause  it  to 
be  noted  on  the  muster-rolls,  under  the  head  of  recruiting  expenses. 
Oaj^tain  Pender  will  also  notify  you  of  the  condition  under  which  the 
recruits  will  engage  to  serve.  Such  of  the  sixty-two  men  already  exam- 
ined and  found  to  be  physically  disqualified  should  be  sent  back  to  Bal- 
timore. The  others  may  be  retained  if  they  are  capable  of  being  made 
good  soldiers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Washington,  April  2,  1861. 
Hon.  Robert  Toombs,  Montgomery^  Ala. : 

The  war  wing  presses  on  the  President;  he  vibrates  to  that  side. 
He  has  conferred  with  several  officers,  and  naval  engineer,  supposed 
to  be  in  regard  to  Sumter ;  perhaps  to  collecting  revenue  at  New  Or- 
leans. 

Commodore  Pender grast  is  not  at  Key  West  but  at  ITorfolk ;  could 
not  therefore  land  troops.  Senator  Dixon  conversed  fully  with  Chase 
on  Saturday ;  found  him  much  moderated  and  strongly  inclined  to  i)eace 
policy. 

Their  form  of  notice  to  us  may  be  that  of  the  coward,  who  gives  it 
when  he  strikes.  Watch  at  all  points.  It  is  said  the  Pawnee  sailed 
from  this  place  this  evening  with  three  companies  of  artillery. 

MARTm  J.  CRAWFORD. 

A.  B.  roma:n^. 


Charleston,  April  2,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Captain  Foster  asks  permission  to  send  his  mechanics  and  laborers 
fi'om  Sumter.     Shall  it  be  allowed*?     I  am  inclined  to  object. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding.   - 
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•  Montgomery,  April  2,  1861. 

General  Beauregard,  Charleston  : 

No  i)ortion  of  the  garrison  must  be  permitted  to  leave  unless  all  go. 

L.  P.  WALKEIi. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery  J  April  2,  186L 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Charleston  Harbor j  Charleston^  S.  C. : 

Sir  :  The  Government  has  at  no  time  placed  any  reliance  on  assur- 
ances by  the  Government  at  Washington  in  respect  to  the  evacuation 
of  Fort  Sumter,  or  entertained  any  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  the 
latter  to  make  any  concession  or  yield  any  point  to  which  it  is  not 
driven  by  absolute  necessity,  and  I  desire  that  you  will  govern  your- 
self generally  with  strict  reference  to  this  as  the  key  to  the  policy  of 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

You  are  specially  instructed  to  remit  in  no  degree  your  efforts  to 
prevent  the  re-enforcement  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  to  keep  yourself  in  a 
state  of  the  amplest  preparation  and  most  perfect  readiness  to  repel 
invasion,  acting  in  all  respects — save  only  in  commencing  an  assault  or 
attack,  except  to  repel  an  invading  or  re-enforcing  force — i)recisely  as  if 
you  were  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy  contemplating  to  surprise  you. 

The  delays  and  apparent  vacillations  of  the  Washington  Govern- 
ment make  it  imperative  that  the  further  concession  of  courtesies  such 
as  have  been  accorded  to  Major  Anderson  and  his  command,  in  sup- 
plies from  the  city,  must  cease;  and,  in  general  terms,  the  status  which 
you  must  at  once  re-establish  and  rigidly  enforce  is  that  of  hostile 
forces  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  and  who  may  at  any  momeut  be 
in  actual  conflict;  but  as  past  conditions  have  allowed  this  Govern- 
ment to  continue  thus  far  courtesies  of  personal  convenience  to  Major 
Anderson  and  his  officers,  it  is  proper  now,  as  these  courtesies  are 
required  to  be  determined  by  the  necessities  of  your  position,  that  you 
signify  in  resi)ectful  terms  to  Major  Anderson  that  all  communication 
with  the  city  from  the  fort  and  with  the  fort  from  the  city,  for  any 
purpose  of  supply  is  absolutely  inhibited ;  and  after  having  so  notified 
that  gentleman  at  the  very  earliest  moment  practicable  you  will  make 
your  surveillance  of  the  harbor  and  the  enforcement  of  the  rule  of 
instruction  indicated  in  the  notice  to  the  commander  of  Fort  Sumter 
as  rigid  as  all  the  means  at  your  command  and  the  most  watchful  vigi- 
lance can  secure. 

Until  the  withdrawal  of  the  Commissioners  of  this  Government  from 
Washington — an  event  which  may  occur  at  any  moment — no  opera- 
tions beyond  what  is  indicated  in  the  foregoing  would  be  admissible. 
Promptly,  however,  on  the  receipt  by  this  Government  of  the  inteUi- 
gence  of  such  withdrawal  the  Department  will  transmit  to  you  specific 
instructions  for  your  guidance. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


286  OPEllATIONS    IN    CHARLESTON    HARBOR,    S.    C.  [Chap.  I. 

■  ^V^ASHINGTON,  April   Sy  1861. 

Hou.  Egbert  Toombs,  &c.,  Montgomery ^  Ala.: 

Much  activity  to-day  in  the  War  and  IS^avy  Departments.  It  is  said  the 
Minnesota,  at  Boston,  lias  been  ordered  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
Powhatan  suddenly  put  in  commission  to  sail  next  week.  Four  com- 
panies now  here — three  artillery,  one  sappers  and  miners — ordered  to^ew 
York.  Report  says  these  mov  ements  have  reference  to  the  San  Domingo 
question.    Pawnee  will  not  be  ready  for  sea  until  Saturday. 

Our  intermediary  says  they  dare  not  deceive  Mrrij  as  they  know  we  do 
not  rely  upon  them  but  upon  him. 

CEAWFOKD. 

EOMAN. 

FOESYTH. 


•    Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  3,  1801—10  p.  m. 

General  Beauregard  : 

Minnesota  ordered  to  sea,  supposed  to  be  for  mouth  of  Mississippi ; 
Powhatan  to  sail  next  week;  Pawnee  ordered  to  sea  on  Saturday. 
Three  companies  artillery  (one  of  sappers  and  miners)  ordered  to  New 
York;  probably  for  the  South.     Be  on  lookout. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Charleston,  aS'.  0.,  April  4,  1861. 

Hou.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
instructions  of  the  2d  instant,  in  reference  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  respect- 
fully ask  to  be  further  instructed  in  regard  to  the  mails  of  Major 
Anderson,  which  have  been  allowed  daily  up  to  this  time,  whether  they 
shall  be  continued  or  limited  to  once  or  twice  a  week. 

The  batteries  are  now  all  complete,  but  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that 
there  are  but  few,  if  any,  well-instructed  artillerists  on  Morris  Island; 
also,  that  the  shells  and  fuses  of  the  sea-coast  guns  and  columbiads  can- 
not be  entirely  relied  upon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Washinoton,  April  5,  1861. 

Hon.  EoBERT  Toombs,  &c.,  Montgomery^  Ala. : 

The  movement  of  troops  and  preparation  on  board  of  vessels  of  war, 
of  which  you  have  already  been  apprised,  are  continued  with  the  greatest 
activity.  An  important  move  requiring  a  formidable  military  and  naval 
force  is  certainly  on  foot.  The  statement  that  this  armament  is  intended 
for  St.  Domingo  may  be  a  mere  ruse. 

We  are,  however,  most  creditably  informed  that  Commodore  String- 
ham,  who  takes  charge  of  the  squadron,  sails  for  St.  Domingo. 

Having  no  confidence  in  the  administration,  we  say,  be  ever  on  your 
guard.  Glad  to  hear  that  you  are  ready.  The  notice  promised  us  will 
come  at  the  last  moment  if  the  fleet  be  intended  for  our  waters. 

OEAWFOED. 

EOMAX. 

FOESYTH. 
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[April  6,  1861.] 
Hon.  Robert  Toombs,  Secretary^  tj&c,  Montgomery^  Ala. : 

No  change  in  the  activity  of  the  warlike  armaments  mentioned  yester- 
day. The  rumor  that  they  are  destined  against  Pickens  and  perhaps 
Sumter  is  getting  every  day  stronger.  We  know  nothing  positive  on 
tlie  subject,  but  advise  equal  activity  on  your  part  to  receive  them  if 
they  come.  We  have  not  yet  been  notified  of  the  movement,  but  the 
notification  may  come  when  they  are  ready  to  start. 

GEAWFORD. 

FORSYTH. 

ROMAN. 


Washington,  April  6,  1861. 
Hon.  A.  G.  Magrath,  Charleston^  S,  C.  : 

Positively  determined  not  to  withdraw  Anderson.  Supplies  go  im- 
mediately, supported  by  naval  force  under  Stringham  if  their  landing 
be  resisted. 

A  FRIEND. 

[Indorsoments.  ] 

To  Charleston  Office: 

The  above  is  by  a  reliable  man. 

CALDWELL. 

Monday,  April  8.— Sent  by  James  E.  Harvey  by  telegraph  last  Sat- 
urday morning. 

Charleston,  April  6, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

The  following  telegraph  I  have  just  received  from  Washington: 

Positively  determined  not  to  withdraw  Anderson.  Supplies  go  immediately,  sup- 
ported by  a  naval  force  under  Stringham  if  their  landing  is  resisted. 

A  FRIEND. 

Governor  and  General  Beauregard  visiting  the  posts  in  the  harbor, 
and  will  not  be  here  for  a  few  hours.  In  their  absence  I  telegraphed  to 
Washington  to  know  who  was  the  person  signing  himself  '^  A  Friend." 
The  reply  satisfies  me  that  the  person  is  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Government  at  Washington.  Mr.  Wigfall,  who  is  with  me,  concurs  in 
the  propriety  of  giving  you  notice  of  it  without  delay. 

A.  G.  MAGEATH. 


Washington,  April  6,  1861. 

To  Hon.  A.  G.  Maorath,  James  L.  Petigru, 

B.  F.  Dunkin,  and  Miss  S.  C.  Harvey,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Order  issued  for  withdrawal  of  Anderson's  command.     Scott  declares 
it  military  necessity.     This  is  private. 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 

Hon.  A.  G.  Magratii,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Great  efforts  making  to  reconsider  withdrawal,  but  will  fail.     Final 
consultation  to-morrow. 

JAMES  E.  HAEVEY. 
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Hon.  A.  G.  MagrATH,  Charleston^  8.  C: 

Final  order  still  reserved.     IsTo  decision  reached  in  council  yesterday, 
though  six  for  withdrawal  and  one  against. 

Is  it  true  your  people  will  oppose  voluntary  withdrawal  and  demand 
capitulation  ?    If  so,  friends  of  peace  here  are  powerless. 

JAMES  E.  HARVEY. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  6,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Charleston  Harbor^  Charleston^  S.  C.  : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  has  been  received.  In  reply  to 
your  inquiry  as  to  Major  Anderson's  mails,  I  have  to  say  that  the  policy 
of  the  Government  is  most  decided  that  there  shall  be  such  a  surveil- 
lance of  Charleston  Harbor  and  of  Fort  Sumter  as  shall  assure  this 
Government  that  the  latter  is,  for  all  military  purposes,  entirely  isolated. 
The  courtesies  which  have  been  accorded  to  the  commander  of  that 
fortress  have  been,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Department,  taken  advantage 
of  in  some  cases  by  persons  whose  object  in  visiting  Fort  Sumter  was 
chiefly  to  obtain  information  of  the  state  of  our  defenses,  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  Government  at  Washington.  Acting,  then,  on  the  leading 
ideas  that  the  military  isolation  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  prevention  of 
all  possible  espionage  by  the  AVashington  Government  are  absolutely 
required,  you  are  directed,  while  allowing  Major  Anderson  to  receive 
his  mails,  to  exercise  such  instructive  discretion  as  will  secure  the  ends 
in  view. 

Minute  instructions,  covering  every  possible  case,  cannot,  of  course, 
be  given  you,  but  you  are  directed  to  exclude  possibility  of  the  admis- 
sion of  an}^  one  who  may  be  sent  by  or  be  favorable  to  the  Government 
at  Washington,  always  excepting  such  messenger  or  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  that  Government  as  you  may  be  fully  assured  shall  be  conveying 
orders  for  the  surrender  or  evacuation  of  the  fortress. 

You  are  specifically  instructed  to  permit  no  one  of  the  persons  now  in 
Fort  Sumter  to  depart  therefrom  j  and  to  secure  absolute  compliance 
with  this  requiiement  you  will  use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  apply  all 
the  means  at  your  command.  And  in  this  connection  the  Department 
would  ask  your  attention  to  a  telegraphic  statement  generally  published 
under  date  of  "April  4th,"  to  the  effect  that  Lieutenant  Talbot,  an  officer 
ot  the  garrison  of  Fort  Sumter,  had  been  allowed  to  depart  therefrom. 
As  thfs  is  in  apparent  conflict  with  the  instructions  communicated  to 
you  by  telegra])h,  the  Department  i)resumes  that  there  were  special 
reasons,  affecting  the  public  interest,  which,  in  your  judgment,  made 
the  case  properly  exceptional,  and  I  shall  therefore  be  pleased  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances. 

Yery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


[Aprils,  1861.] 

AN  ordinance  to  trausfcr  to  tlic  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  the  use  and  occupancy  of  the  forts,  arsenals,  navy-yards,  custom-houses,  and 
other  j)ubJic  sites  within  the  limits  of  this  State. 

We,  the  people  of  Soutli  Carolina,  in  convention  assembled,  do  ordain 
and  declare,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared  hj  the  authority  of 
the  same,  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  is 
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hereby  authorized  to  occupy,  use,  and  hold  possession  of  all  forts,  navy- 
yards,  arsenals,  custom-houses,  and  other  public  sites  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  and  their  appurtenances,  lately  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  together  with  Fort  Sumter,  and  to  repair,  rebuild, 
and  control  the  same  at  its  discretion,  until  this  ordinance  be  repealed 
by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

Done  at  Charleston,  the  8th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

D.  F.  JAMISOi^, 

President, 
Attest : 

B.  F.  Arthur,  Cleric, 


WASHINGTON,  April  8,  1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beaureoard  :  ' 

Accounts  are  uncertain,  because  of  the  constant  vacillation  of  this 
Government.  We  were  reassured  yesterday  that  the  status  of  Sumter 
would  not  be  changed  without  previous  notice  to  Governor  Pickens, 
but  we  have  no  faith  in  them.  The  war  policy  prevails  in  the  Cabinet 
at  this  hour. 

M.  J.  CEAWFOED. 


Charleston,  April  8, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

Authorized  messenger  from  Lincoln  just  informed  Governor  Pickens 
and  myself  that  provisions  would  be  sent  to  Sumter  peaceably,  other- 
wise by  force. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Montgomery,  April  8, 1861. 
General  Beauregard,  Charleston : 

Under  no  circumstances  are  you  to  allow  provisions  to  be  sent  to 
Fort  Sumter. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Charleston,  April  8, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Anderson's  provisions  stopped  yesterday.    No  answer  from  him.     T 
am  calling  out  balance  of  contingent  troops. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

April  8,  1861. 
[General  Beauregard:] 

Dear  General  :  I  inclose  the  within  copy  of  Major  Anderson's  note.* 
Please  say  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  we  thought  detaching  an  officer 
from  the  garrison  was  weakening  its  efficiency  and  not  taking  much  from 
the  consumption  of  food.    Tell  him  that  you  as  well  as  myself  saw  the 

*  See  Anderson  to  Pickens,  April  4,  p,  238. 
19  R  R 
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foolish  liriug,  aud  both  regretted  it,  and  that  you  immediately  issued 
orders  as  to  the  future  firing,  &c.,  aud  that  the  captain  in  charge  of  the 
watch-vessel,  the  Petrel,  was  discharged  for  his  neglect  of  duty,  &c. 
In  great  haste,  but  most  sincerely, 

r.  W.  PICKENS. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston^  8,  0.,  Ap^il  8,  1861. 

General  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War^  Montgomery,  Ala,  : 

Sir  :  The  War  Department  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  received. 
I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  yesterday  to  Major  Eobert 
Anderson,  stopping  his  i^rovisions  from  this  city,  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  of  the  J3epartment.*  He  has  not  yet  answered  it,  probably 
on  account  of  the  prevailing  bad  weather,  or  perhaps  he  wishes  to  await 
the  orders  of  the  United  States  Government. 

Lieutenant  Talbot  was  allowed  to  go  to  Washington  in  order  to 
diminish  as  much  as  practicable  the  number  of  Major  Anderson's  officers, 
and  in  the  hope  that  he  would  communicate  to  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington their  true  condition  in  Port  Sumter,  which  Governor  Pickens 
and  myself  have  reasons  to  believe  is  not  satisfactory  to  them. 

On  account  of  the  unfortunate  publication  this  morning  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Convention  of  South  Carolina,  containing  a  detailed 
report  of  the  State  secretary  of  war,  giving  the  exact  condition,  strength, 
and  number  of  batteries  and  troops  collected  for  the  defense  of  this  har- 
bor, I  have  called  out  the  balance  of  the  five  thousand  men  to  which 
I  have  been  limited  by  my  instructions  of  the  1st  ultimo — a  measure 
rendered  still  more  necessary  on  account  of  the  warlike  preparations  at 
present  being  made  by  the  United  States  Government  with  so  much 
mystery. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General  J  Commanding, 


War  Deparment,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery,  April  8, 1861. 

His  Excellency  F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston  S;  C. : 

Sir  :  The  discontinuance  by  the  United  States  of  negotiations  with 
the  Commissioners  representing^this  Government,  of  which  doubtless  you 
have  before  this  been  made  aware,  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  policy  we 
should  pursue. 

A  large  force  will  probably,  and  if  at  all,  almost  immediately,  be  needed 
to  resist  the  coercive  measures  of  the  Washington  administration.  To 
meet  this  condition  of  affairs,  this  Department,  acting  with  reference  to 
the  power  vested  in  the  Executive  by  the  act  of  the  Congress  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,"  suggests  to  your  excellency  the 
necessity  of  calling  at  once  for  three  thousand  volunteers,  to  be  drilled, 
equipped,  and  held  in  instant  readiness  to  meet  any  requisition  from 
this  Department.  These  troops  will,  of  course,  not  be  receiving  pay  un- 
til they  shall  be  mustered  into  service,  but  the  emergency  is  so  pressing 
that  your  excellency  will  fully  appreciate  the  great  importance  of  thorough 
l)reparation,  especially  in  regard  to  instant  capacity  to  move.    A  simi- 

*  See  inclosure  to  Anderson  to  Thomas,  Ai)ril  7,  '^  Union  Correspondence,"  &c.,  p.  248. 
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lar  request  has  been  addressed  to  the  Executive  of  the  Confederate 
States.    Asking  an  early  reply  to  the  suggestions  above  made, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER. 

(Similar  letters  to  the  governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee  5  the  governor 
of  Georgia ;  governor  of  Louisiana,  Baton  Eouge ;  governor  of  Texas, 
Austin  5  governor  of  Alabama,  Montgomery;  governor  of  Mississippi.) 

^  April  8,  1861. 

"I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  notify  you 
to  expect  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  supply  Fort  Sumter  with  provis- 
ions only,  and  that  if  such  attempt  be  not  resisted  no  effort;  to  throw  in 
men,  arms,  or  ammunition  will  be  made  without  further  notice,  or  in  case 
of  an  attack  upon  the  fort." 

The  above  was  communicated  to  us  on  the  evening  of  April  8  by 
Robert  S.  Chew,  esq.,  of  the  State  Department  in  Washington,  and 
Captain  Talbot  stated  that  it  was  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  did  Mr.  Chew,  and  was  delivered  to  him  on  the  6th  instant  at 
Washington,  and  this  was  read  in  their  presence  and  admitted. 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Montgomery,  April  9, 1861. 
General  Beauregard,  Charleston : 

Maj  or  Anderson's  mails  must  be  stopped.    The  fort  must  be  completely 
isolated. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Charleston,  April  9, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

The  mails  have  already  been  stopped. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery^  April  9,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  Charleston,  IS.  C. : 
General  :  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  recruits  sent  from  Balti- 
more to  Charleston  should  remain  with  your  command  and  be  provided 
for  at  present  by  the  arrangements  made  by  Captain  Lee,  or  else  by 
appointing  him  as  acting  assistant  quartermaster  for  the  troops  of  the 
Confederate  States  under  your  command,  in  addition  to  his  present 
duties,  which  would  involve  very  little  increase  of  labor  on  his  part, 
and  afford  the  advantage  of  placing  funds  in  his  hands  for  disbursement 
on  account  of  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  If  possible 
you  will  please  make  this  arrangement,  or  else  select  some  other  com- 
petent officer  of  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. It  is  not  deemed  necessary  at  present  to  furnish  the  supplies  for 
the  full  equipment  of  these  recruits. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfull>\  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjutantandJLnspector^GeneraL 
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State  of  South  Carolina, 

Headquarters^  April  9,  1861. 
To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  send  by  the  bearer  important  dispatches  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  beg  to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  them. 
The  bearer  is  Colonel  Hayne,  an  aide  of  mine,  and  will  return  imme- 
diately to  me.  If  you  have  anything  particular  to  General  Beauregard 
or  myself,  you  can  trust  it  to  him,  and  he  will  bring  it  back  immediately. 
Since  I  inclosed  the  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War  Major  Anderson 
has  written  a  polite  note  to  General  Beauregard,  requesting  that  the 
letters  taken  from  the  mail  might  be  returned,  as  he  had  been  notified 
that  his  mails  would  be  stopped  entirely.  The  general  returned  for  an- 
swer that  the  private  letters  had  been  sent  to  their  destination,  but  the 
official  letters  were  sent  to  the  Confederate  Government,  because  rumors, 
well  established,  indicated  that  Mr.  Fox  had  violated  his  faith  to  me  in 
visiting  the  fort,  under  the  guarantee  of  Captain  Hartstene,  who  went 
with  him.  The  pledge  was  that  he  visited  Major  Anderson  by  author- 
ity, for  pacific  purjioses  entirely.  You  see  that  the  present  scheme  for 
supplying  the  fort  is  Mr.  Fox^s.  It  is  thought  that  the  attempt  ^ill  be 
made  to-night,  and  we  have  doubled  our  steamboats  on  the  harbor  and 
bar. 

Since  I  wrote  to  the  War  Department  we  have  increased  the  forces 
on  Morris  Island  to  two  thousand  one  hundred  men,  and  ten  companies 
of  fine  men  arrive  to-night,  in  the  next  train,  of  eight  hundred  men, 
and  two  more  regiments  arrive  to-morrow.  We  hope  to  have  about  six 
thousand  men  there  on  the  liarbor  batteries  and  posts.  I  trust  we  are 
ready,  and  if  they  come  we  will  give  them  a  cordial  reception,  such  as 
will  ring  through  this  country,  I  think.  I  hope  we  are  not  mistaken  j 
but,  at  any  rate,  we  will  try  and  do  our  duty. 
With  great  esteem,  yours,  very  truly, 

F.  W.  PICKEKS. 


State  of  South  Carolina, 

Headquarters,  April  9, 1861. 
Hon.  Mr.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  General  Beauregard  I  inclose  the  within.  I 
took  possession  of  the  mails  this  morning  from  Sumter,  and  retained  the 
packages  marked  '^official."  These  are  all  sent  you.  The  private  let- 
ters are  all  sent,  as  directed,  to  their  owners.  I  did  this  because  I  con- 
sider a  state  of  war  is  now  inaugurated  by  the  authorities  at  Washing- 
ton, and  all  information  of  a  public  nature  was  necessary  to  us.  The 
mails  and  all  intercourse  of  any  kind  with  Sumter  are  now  forbidden, 
and  I  immediately  refused  Captain  Talbot  any  interview  with  Major 
Anderson,  and  also  his  request  to  be  restored  to  his  command  in  the  fort. 
I  called  in  General  Beauregard,  and  made  Cai)tain  Talbot  and  Mr.  Chew 
repeat  in  his  presence  what  they  had  said  and  what  the  former  desired 
as  to  Sumter,  and  General  Beauregard  entirely  and  immediately  con- 
curred. 

You  will  see  by  these  letters  of  Major  Anderson  how  it  is  intended  to 
supply  the  fort ;  but  by  God's  providence  we  will,  I  trust,  be  prepared 
for  them;  and  if  they  approach  with  war  vessels  also,  I  think  you  will 
hear  of  as  bloody  a  fight  as  ever  occurred.  We  now  have  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  men  at  the  different  posts  and  batteries,  and  will 
have  by  to-morrow  three  thousand  more,  which  I  have  called  down. 
From  my  calculation,  I  think  they  will  have  about  two  thousand  six 
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hundred,  and  will  attempt  to  land  in  launch-boats  with  24  and  12  pound- 
ers, and  it  will  probably  be  on  the  lower  end  of  Morris  Island,  next  the 
light-house.  If  so,  we  will  have  a  fine  rifle  regiment  to  give  them  a 
cordial  welcome  from  behind  sand  hills  (that  are  natural  fortifications), 
and  two  Dahlgren  guns  will  be  right  on  them,  besides  four  24-pounders 
in  battery.  I  have  four  hundred  fine  Enfield  rifles  that  have  been  prac- 
ticed at  nine  hundred  yards,  and  on  that  island,  altogether,  we  have 
now  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  are  increasing  it  to- 
day. 

There  has  just  arrived  on  the  bar  a  fine  rifled  cannon  from  Liverpool, 
of  the  latest  maker  (Blakely  gun),  an  imj)rovement  upon  Armstrong,  of 
steel  rolls  or  coils,  with  an  elevation  of  seven  and  one-half  degrees  to  a 
mile.  It  throws  a  shell  or  twelve-pound  shot  with  the  accuracy  of  a 
dueling-pistol,  and  only  one  and  one-half  x>ounds  of  powder.  Such, 
they  write  me,  is  this  gun,  and  I  hope  to  have  it  in  position  to-night. 
We  expect  the  attack  about  G  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  account  of  the 
tide. 

Very  respectfully, 

r.  W.  PICKETS. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  8,  18G1. 

General  Joseph  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer  TJ.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  The  increased  activity  and  vigilance  of  the  investing  force, 
as  reported  yesterday,  still  continues.  Three  li\rge  traverses  are  nearly 
completed  on  the  front,  from  battery  No.  3  to  5,  on  Morris  Island,  and 
traverses  are  also  being  erected  in  the  interior  of  battery  I^To.  5.  Addi- 
tions of  sand- bags  are  being  made  to  the  covering  of  the  magazine,  be- 
tween IS^os.  2  and  3^  and  to  the  left  flank  of  No.  1,  where  I  think  they 
are  constructing  a  service  magazine. 

I  am  busily  at  work  constructing  splinter -proof  shelters  on  the  terre- 
plein.  I  obtain  timber  by  taking  the  gun  cari;iages  to  pieces,  and  form 
the  covering  of  the  2-inch  iron  pieces  for  embrasures,  as  seen  below.  The 
plates  are  spiked  on,  so  as  to  be  securely  retained  in  their  iflaces,  even 
if  struck  by  a  shell,  which  I  am  confident  it  will  turn. 

Our  supplies  are  entirely  cut  oft'  from  the  city,  and  those  on  hand  are 
very  limited. 

The  besieging  forces  worked  all  day  yesterday,  whenever  the  intervals 
between  the  showers  of  rain  would  allow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers, 
P.  S. — I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Major  Anderson,  which,  by  mistake,  had  been  enveloped  to  me.    I 
handed  it  to  Major  Anderson  without  reading. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Captain,  Engineers, 

[Inclosure  ISo.  2.] 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- G eneral  : 

Dear  Colonel  :  In  another  envelope  I  shall  send  a  No.  96,  which 
you  will  be  pleased  to  destroy. 

That  God  will  preserve  our  beloved  country,  is  the  heart-felt  prayer 
of  your  friend, 

R.  A. 
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JSo.  96.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  8,  1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General j  Washington,  B.  C.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  South  Caroliniaiis  have 
since  about  noon  yesterday  been  very  activelj^  engaged  in  strengthening 
their  works  on  Morris  Island.  I  pray  that  God  will  avert  the  storm 
which  seems  impending  over  us,  and  restore  amicable  and  permanently- 
pacific  relations  between  the  States  who  still  stick  to  the  old  Union 
and  those  who  have  formed  another  Government  in  the  South. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDERSGN, 
Major  J  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  omitted  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  4th  instant. 

[Inclosure  "No.  3.] 

No.  96.]  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  8, 1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  resumption  of  work 
yesterday  (Sunday)  at  various  points  on  Morris  Island,  and  the  vigorous 
X)rosecution  of  it  this  morning,  apparently  strengthening  nearly  all  the 
batteries  which  are  under  the  fire  of  our  guns,  shows  that  they  either 
have  received  some  news  from  Washington  which  has  put  them  on  the 
qui  vive  or  that  they  have  received  orders  from  Montgomery  to  com- 
mence operations  here.  I  am  preparing  by  the  side  of  my  barbette  guns 
protection  for  our  men  from  the  shells,  which  will  be  almost  continuously 
bursting  over  or  in  our  work. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  by  yesterday's  mail  the  letter  of  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War,  dated  April  4,  and  confess  that  what  he  there 
states  surprises  me  ver^^  greatly,  following  as  it  does  and  contradicting 
so  positively  the  assurance  Mr.  Crawford  telegraphed  he  was  authorized 
to  make.  I  trust  that  this  matter  will  be  at  once  put  in  a  correct  light, 
as  a  movement  made  now,  when  the  South  has  been  erroneously  in- 
formed that  none  such  will  be  attempted,  would  produce  most  disastrous 
results  throughout  our  country. 

It  is,  of  course,  now  too  late  for  me  to  give  any  advice  'in  reference  to 
the  proposed  scheme  of  Captain  Fox.  I  fear  that  its  result  cannot  fail 
to  be  disastrous  to  all  concerned.  Even  with  his  boat  at  our  walls 
the  Joss  of  life  (as  I  think  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Fox)  in  unloading  her 
will  more  than  pay  for  the  good  to  be  accomplished  by  the  expedition, 
which  keeps  us,  if  I  can  maintain  possession  of  this  work,  out  of  position, 
surrounded  by  strong  works,  which  must  be  carried  to  make  this  fort 
of  the  least  value  to  the  United  States  Government. 

We  have  not  oil  enough  to  keep  a  light  in  the  lantern  for  one  night. 
The  boats  will  have,  therefore,  to  rely  at  night  entirely  upon  other 
marks.  I  ought  to  have  been  informed  that  this  expedition  was  to 
come.  Colonel  Lamon's  remark  convinced  me  that  the  idea,  merely 
hinted  at  to  me  by  Captain  Fox,  would  not  be  carried  out.  We  shall 
strive  to  do  our  duty,  though  I  frankly  say  that  my  heart  is  not  in  the 
war  which  I  see  is  to  be  thus  commenced.  That  God  will  still  avert  it, 
and  cause  us  to  resort  to  pacific  measures  to  maintain  our  rights,  is  my 
ardent  prayer. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  EGBEET  ANDEESGN, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Charleston^  8.  C,  April  9,  1861. 
Hon.  D.  r.  Jamison, 

President  of  the  Convention,  State  of  South  Carolina : 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  of  receiving,  through  a  committee 
of  your  State  Convention,  its  resolutions,  expressing  confidence  in  my 
professional  skill,  courage,  and  sound  judgment,  and  in  the  efficient  co- 
operation of  the  several  members  of  my  staff  and  other  assistants,  mili- 
tary and  naval,  and  tendering  to  the  individuals  designated,  and  to  the 
various  forces  in  the  service,  the  thanks  of  the  State  for  their  successful 
efforts  thus  far  in  protecting  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  State.* 

Allow  me,  sir,  through  you,  to  thank  the  honorable  body  over  which 
you  preside  for  this  evidence  of  their  kindness  to  myself  and  assistants, 
and  to  the  forces  under  my  orders.  I  feel  highly  gratified  that  in  so 
short  a  time  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  merit  your  approbation  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  and  it  is  a  source  of  pride  for  me  to 
state  that  I  feel  much  indebted  for  the  expression  of  your  resolutions  to 
the  active  and  willing  co-operation  of  every  one  under  my  command. 
IN^ever  have  I  seen  a  more  universal  exhibition  of  determination  and 
self-denial  on  the  i)art  of  individuals  for  the  promotion  of  any  cause  than 
that  of  the  forces  under  my  command,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  object  we  have  in  view.  Encouraged  by  the  great  trust  reposed 
in  them,  I  can  confidently  express  the  hope  that  all  under  my  command 
will  continue  to  merit  your  approbation.  It  will  be  my  pleasure  to  com- 
municate to  the  troops  and  others  under  my  orders  the  substance  of  your 
flattering  resolutions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General  J  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  S.  C.  April  9,  1861. 
Col.  M.  GreGtGt,  Commanding,  Morris  Island,  S.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  ordered  two  12-pounders  and  a  battery  of  6-pound6rs  to 
be  sent  to  you  this  day,  to  be  used  in  the  defense  of  Vinegar  Hill  and 
Light-house  Hills,  and  in  preventing  a  landing  on  the  low  ground  be- 
tween them.  Have  them  put  in  position  forthwith,  and  look  out  for  to- 
night or  to-morrow  morning.  Caution  Colonel  De  Saussure  about  not 
throwing  away  the  shot  of  his  batteries.  Be  careful  that  the  sand  does 
not  fill  up  the  holes  of  the  nipples  of  your  muskets  and  Enfield  rifles. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Prov.  Forces  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  9,  1861. 
.Capt.  G.  S.  James,  Commanding  Fort  Johnson,  S.  C. 

Captain  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
to-night  to  Legare's  Landing,  on  Schooner  Creek,  twenty,  or,  if  practi- 

*  See  Beauregard  to  Walker,  April  10,  p.  298. 
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cable,  twenty-five  men  from  your  command,  under  the  command  of  a 
commissioned  officer ;  tliis  detachment  to  guard  that  point  during  the 
night  and  return  to  you  in  the  morning.  You  will  send  the  same  or 
an  equivalent  detachment  to  the  same  point  every  iiight  until  further 
orders. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FEKGUSON, 

Captain,  and  Aide-de-Ccmip. 


Hdqrs.  Prov.  Forces  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  S.  C. ,  April  9,  1861. 

Capt.  F.  L.  Ohilds,  Commandmg  Castle  Finclcney,  S.  C.  : 

Captain:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  difficulty  of  transporting  your  command  to  where  it 
was  ordered,  you  will  hold  it  in  readiness  to  embark  this  evening, 
about  7  p.  m.,  on  board  three  steamboats,  that  are  to  report  to  Captain 
Hartstene  for  duty  in  the  outer  harbor,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  men 
to  each  steamer,  each  man  to  be  armed  with  his  musket  and  take  with 
him  forty  rounds  of  ammunition,  which  will  be  sent  to  you.  These 
detachments  will  be  returned  in  the  morning  and  will  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  for  similar  duty  every  night  until  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FEEGUSON, 
Captain,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  April  9,  18G1. 

Col.  Maxcy  GREoa, 

Commanding  Morris  Island,  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C, : 

Sir  :  I  have  ordered  Major  Whiting,  of  the  Engineers,  to  represent  to 
you  what  I  consider  the  best  positions  for  locating  the  troops  on  Morris 
Islandj  resulting  from  his  reconnaissances.  You  will  please  consult  with 
him  freely  on  the  subject,  and  afford  him  all  the  assistance  he  may  re- 
quire for  the  construction  of  the  light-house  battery,  and  such  other 
works  as  may  be  required  for  the  defense  of  the  south  end  of  said  island, 
and  of  the  strong  position  at  or  near  Vinegar  Hill.  Should  you  have 
any  disposable  field  pieces  you  will  so  locate  them  as  to  sweep  the  flat 
ground  between  the  latter  position  and  the  Light-house  Hills.  Ee-enforce- 
ments  will  continue  to  be  sent  to  you  as  fast  as  practicable,  to  the  extent 
of  one  or  two  regiments  more  besides  the  Seventeenth.  Should  you  be 
attacked  before  their  arrival,  you  will  make  a  desperate  stand  on  the 
Light-house  Hills  and  at  Vinegar  Hill,  which  are  the  keys  of  Morris 
Island. 

•   EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
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Hdqrs.  Prov.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston^  S.  C,  April  9,  1861. 

Col.  J.  J.  PettiGtREW,  Commanding  Sullivan's  Islg^nd,  S.  C. :  * 

Sir  :  You  were  informed  last  night  that  you  were  to  hold  your  regi- 
ment in  readiness  for  any  change  of  station  that  circumstances  might 
dictate.  This  order  should  not  preclude  you  from  maintaining  all  your 
present  arrangements  for  the  defense  of  Sullivan's  Island,  for  it  is  im- 
possible to  state  now  when  you  may  be  called  upon  to  move  from  your 
present  position.  I  may  even  have  to  strengthen  the  present  forces  on 
that  island. 

Eespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEFGfARD. 

P.  S. — Have  you  put  that  flat-boat  in  position,  as  already  directed,  in 
the  Sullivan  Creek  ? 

G.  T.  B. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  9, 1861. 
General  Beaureg^ard,  Charleston  : 

The  messenger  speaks  doubtless  by  authority.  He  gives  the  promised 
notice  to  Governor  Pickens.  Diplomacy  has  failed.  The  sword  must 
'.low  i^reserve  our  independence.  Our  gallant  countrymen  will  do  their 
duty. 

MAETIN  J.  CEAWFOED. 


Montgomery,  April  10, 1861. 
General  Beauregard,  Charleston  : 

If  you  have  no  doubt  of  the  authorized  character  of  the  agent  who 
communicated  to  you  the  intention  of  the  Washington  Government  to 
supply  Fort  Sumter  by  force  you  will  at  once  demand  its  evacuation, 
and  if  this  is  refused  proceed,  in  such  manner  as  you  may  determine, 
to  reduce  it.    Answer. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 

Charleston,  A2yril  10, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

The  demand  will  be  made  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Montgomery,  April  10, 1861. 
General  Beauregard,  Charleston : 

Unless  there  are  special  reasons  connected  with  your  own  condition, 
it  is  considered  proper  that  you  should  make  the  demand  at  an  earlier 
hour. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  10, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

The  reasons  are  special  for  12  o'clock. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Headquarters  Proyisional  Forces, 

Charleston^  S,  0.,  April  10,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  ^'^xretary  of  War : 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  hbnor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  set  of  complimentary 
resolutions,  and  of  a  resolution  placing  all  the  forces  that  may  be  called 
into  service  in  this  State  under  my  orders,  passed  by  the  Convention  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-^ eneralj  Commanding, 

P.  S. — I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  re-enforcements  by 
barges  tv  Sumter  to-night  or  to-morrow  night. 

G.  T.  B. 

[Inclosures.] 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  approves  of  the  action  of  the  governor, 
in  placing  the  forces  for  the  military  defense  of  Charleston  under  the 
command  of  General  Beauregard,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  call  into 
the  field  immediately  such  number  of  the  volunteer  regiments,  raised 
under  the  act  of  assembly,  as  General  Beauregard  may  require  for  the 
operations  under  his  control ;  the  whole  force  to  be  placed  under  the 
comnaand  of  General  Beauregard,  or  such  other  general  officer  as  may 
be  ordered  to  the  same  command  by  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

[Adopted  Monday,  April  8,  1861.] 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  State,  re- 
pose entire  confidence  in  the  eminent  professional  skill,  courage,  and  sound 
judgment  of  Brig.  Gen.  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  and  in  the  intelligent  and 
efficient  co-operation  of  the  various  members  of  his  staff,  and  other  assist- 
ants, military  and  naval,  and  respectfully  tender  to  them,  and  to  the 
various  forces  in  the  service,  and  individuals  designated,  the  thanks  of 
the  State  for  their  successful  efforts  thus  far,  to  protect  the  honor  and 
interests  of  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  if  Fort  Sumter  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  present 
Government,  and  the  harbor  of  Charleston  should  be  relieved  from  all 
hostile  occupation  or  obstruction,  although  without  any  actual  conflict 
of  arms,  such  result  will  be  not  the  less  achieved  by  our  forces  aforesaid, 
and  their  wise  and  effective  operations. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  communicated  to  General 
Beauregard,  with  a  request  that  he  extend  them  to  the  various  regi- 
ments, battalions,  and  separate  companies,  and  to  his  staff  and  assist- 
ants, in  such  form  and  manner  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

[Adopted  Monday,  April  8, 1861.] 


Morris  Island,  S.  C,  April  10, 1861. 
Brigadier- General  Beauregard, 

Commanding,  Headquarters  Provisional  Forces,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 
My  Dear  General:  There  are  two  4-pounder  pieces  here,  with 
their  limbers.    There  is  a  caisson  in  the  city.    There  is  also  ammuni- 
tion.    These  guns  are  very  light,  and  belong  to  the  Citadel  Cadets,  who 
are,  I  believe,  instructed  in  their  use.    Put  horses  to  it,  and  it  will  make 
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a  most  excellent  addition  to  our  Ibrce  against  a  landing.     I  regard  this 
as  very  important,  and  tlie  sooner  it  is  carried  ont  the  better. 

I  learned  this  morning,  with  surj)rise,  that  the  Dahlgren  had  been 
dismounted  at  Sullivan's  Island,  my  countermand  of  your  orders  not 
having  been  forwarded,  as  it  seems.  In  this  case  it  must  either  be  sent 
over  here  or  at  once  remounted  in  its  former  position ;  the  latter  is,  of 
course,  the  quickest.  I  think  Stevens'  iron  battery  and  the  two  42s  a 
sufficient  fire  on  the  gorge.  1  send  this  up  by  Captain  Jones,  who 
returns  immediately. 

Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major,  Engineers. 


Steamer  Gordon, 
Off  Sumter,  S.  C,  April  10,  1861. 
General  BEAUREaARD: 

Dear  General  :  I  have  had  under  my  charge  during  the  night,  in 
addition  to  my  three  steamers,  the  Charleston.  The  Seabrook  came 
down  about  8  o'clock  and  received  orders,  but  I  knew  nothing  of  her 
during  the  night.  She  did  not  obey  my  orders.  This  morning  I  saw 
her  anchored  away  to  the  southward.  The  Catawba  has  been  all  night 
in  the  offing.  It  is  my  opinion  that  Sumter  can  be  relieved,  by  boats 
from  vessels  outside  of  the  bars,  on  any  night  as  dark  as  the  last,  or,  if 
we  have  to  take  it,  you  had  better  be  making  a  beginning.  If  a  vessel 
of  war  is  placed  off  each  bar,  when  Sumter  opens  I  will  lose  all  my 
steamers,  as  there  will  be  no  escape  for  me.  Therefore,  before  firing, 
these  steamers  should  be  called  in.  If  the  steamers  are  to  guard  the 
entrances,  please  send  them  down  before  dark,  that  they  may  be  posi- 
tioned.   Yesterday  I  looked  into  Bull's  Bay,  at  Stono,  and  saw  nothing. 

Excuse  my  bad  writing,  my  hands  are  so  cold,  and  my  light  is  so  bad 
that  I  can  scarcely  see.    I  have  ordered  the  Charleston  up. 
EespectfuUy, 

H.  J.  HAETSTENE. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States. 

Charleston,  S.  0.,  April  10,  1861. 

Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Engineers,  Morris  Island,  S.  0.  : 

Dear  Major  :  Your  note  of  this  day  from  the  wharf  has  just  been 
handed  to  me.  I  have  just  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eipley  to  put 
that  Dahlgren  gun  in  position  between  the  wharf  and  extreme  westerly 
point  of  Sullivan's  Island,  to  fire  on  the  landing  of  the  westerly  face  of 
Sumter  and  its  postern.  I  have  ordered  those  two  additional  24-pounders 
to  be  sent  forthwith  to  Cummings  Point.  Do  the  best  with  them,  and 
caution  Colonels  Gregg  and  De  Saussure  to  be  on  the  lookout  to-night. 
To-morrow  morning's  sun  must  see  us  victorious. 
Yours,  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
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Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charlest07i,  S,  0.,  April  10,  1801. 
General  E.  G.  M.  Dunovant, 

Commanding  Sullivan's  Island^  S.  C. : 

My  Dear  General  :  Please  tell  Colonel  Ripley  I  have  received  his 
letter  of  this  day  to  Major  Jones.  I  appreciate  all  the  difficulties  he 
refers  to,  but  this  is  one  of  those  moments  when  the  word  impossible 
must  be  ignored,  for  the  fate  of  Anderson  and  Sumter  depends  upon 
the  result  of  this  night's  firing.  Captain  Hartstene  and  the  naval  offi- 
cers are  of  opinion  that  the  barges  can  pass  our  batteries  in  a  dark  night, 
hence  we  must  be  prepared  to  fire  on  their  landing  place,  which  will  be 
the  western  face  and  postern  of  Sumter,  not  seen  by  any  of  our  guns. 
Captain  Hartstene  is  going  to  light  up  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  with 
floating  light-wood  fires,  and  our  Drummond  lights  must  be  set  in  active 
operation  as  soon  as  the  alarm  of  "boats  are  coming '^  is  given.  Up  to 
that  time  they  must  be  kept  ready  for  operations. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston^  S.  0.,  April  10,  1861. 

General  R.  G.  M.  Dunovant,  Sullivan^s  Island^  S.  C. : 

Dear  General  :  From  all  the  information  we  can  receive  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  attempt  to  relieve  and  provision  Sumter  will  be  made  to- 
night in  barges,  through,  i)robably,  the  Swash  Channel.  I  have  sent 
verbal  orders  to  Ripley  a  moment  ago  to  endeavor  to  put  forthwith  that 
dismounted  Dahlgren  gun  (now  on  the  Sullivan  Wharf)  in  position  near 
the  extreme  end  of  said  island,  and  then  to  construct  a  hasty  parapet 
in  front  of  it.  Its  main  object  is  to  enfilade  the  landing  of  the  western 
face  of  Sumter,  and  the  postern  in  that  angle,  for  that  is  where  the  dis- 
embarkation is  going  to  take  place.  Will  you  see  at  once  to  the  execu- 
tion of  these  instructions  ?  Then  I  wish  Captain  Hamilton  to  mark  out 
the  best  position  for  his  battery,  just  outside  of  said  western  point  of 
Sullivan's  Island,  for  the  same  purpose  as  that  already  indicated  by  me 
for  the  Dahlgren  gun,  and  to  let  me  know  when  he  will  require  a  steam- 
boat to  report  to  him  for  that  object.  He  must  be  careful  to  put  his  bat- 
tery as  near  the  point  as  practicable,  so  as  to  avoid  the  heavier  fire  of 
Sumter. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Pro  v.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  April  11,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  a 
copy  of  my  note  of  this  morning  to  Major  Anderson,  commanding  at 
Fort  Sumter,  demanding  the  surrender  of  that  fort  to  the  Confederate 
Government,  together  with  a  copy  of  his  reply  thereto.*     As  soon  as 

*  See  inclosures  to  Anderson's  report,  p.  13. 
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his  answer  was  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  (a  copy  of  which  is  in- 
closed) was  sent  to  you,  communicating  its  purport,  and  asking  for  your 
instructions.  I  regret  to  add  here  that  the  new  levies  at  Morris  Island 
are  not  in  as  complete  a  state  of  organization  as  I  desire ;  but  I  hope,  in 
the  event  of  an  attempt  to  land  by  the  enemy,  that  I  will  be  able  to 
give  you  a  satisfactory  account  of  them. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

flnclosure.] 

Charleston,  April  11, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Major  Anderson  replies:  ^'I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  demanding  the  evacuation  of  this  fort, 
*and  to  say  in  reply  thereto  that  it  is  a  demand  with  which  I  regret 
that  my  sense  of  honor  and  of  my  obligations  to  my  Government  pre- 
vent my  compliance.'^  He  says  verbally  :  ''I  will  await  the  first  shot, 
and  if  you  do  not  batter  us  to  pieces  we  will  be  starved  out  in  a  few 
days." 

Answer. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Montgomery,  April  11, 1861. 
General  Beaureoard,  Charleston : 

Do  not  desire  needlessly  to  bombard  Fort  Sumter.  If  Major  Ander- 
son will  state  the  time  at  which,  as  indicated  by  him,  he  will  evacuate, 
and  agree  that  in  the  mean  time  he  will  not  use  his  guns  against  us 
unless  ours  should  be  employed  against  Fort  Sumter,  you  are  author- 
ized thus  to  avoid  the  effusion  of  blood.  If  this  or  its  equivalent  be 
refused,  reduce  the  fort  as  your  judgment  decides  to  be  most  practi- 
cable. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


WAKHiNaTON,  April  11, 1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

The  Tribune  of  to-day  declares  the  main  object  of  the  expedition 
to  be  the  relief  of  Sumter,  and  that  a  force  will  be  landed  which  will 
overcome  all  opposition. 

EOMAN. 

OEAWFOED 

FOESYTH. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  11, 1861, 
EoMAN,  Crawford,  and  Forsyth, 

Commissioners  Confederate  States,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter  will  be  demanded  to-day.     If  refused^ 
hostilities  will  commence  to-night.    Answer. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Charleston,  April  11, 1861. 
Hou.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Ought  not  demand  of  Sumter  be  made  also  by  Oommissiotfers  at 
Washington  for  its  evacuation  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


MoN:5iGrOMERY,  April  11,  1861. 
General  Be AUREaARD,  O/iaWestor^: 

No.    Yours  is  the  only  demand  to  be  made. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Charleston,  April  11, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

Demand  sent  at  2.    Allowed  until  6  to  answer. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Morris  Island,  S.  0., 

April  11,  1861. 
Brigadier- General  Beaureoard,  Commanding  : 

My  Dear  General  :  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  some  assistance 
be  sent  here,  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Department— I  mean  of  the 
kind  that  will  be  useful.  I  am  expected  to  be  engineer  and  everything 
else.  The  regimental  organization  (mixed  up  of  infantry  and  riflemen, 
without  bayonets)  cannot  be  preserved.  Cannot  you  take  charge,  or 
it  least  come*  here  and  see  the  state  of  affairs?  We  must  have  a  clerk 
Bxperienced.  Must  have  an  order  book,  stationery,  &c.  Transportation 
is  wanted.  Horsed  are  required  for  officers,  staff,  and  orderlies  (at  least, 
half  a  dozen),  especially  if  you  come  down. 

Colonel  Gregg  has  1,100  men;  Colonel  Cunningham,  418;  Colonel 
Kershaw,  between  300  and  500 — in  all,  2,000,  exclusive  of  artillery. 
Orders  have  been  issued  for  all  the  batteries  to  be  in  readiness,  but  with 
the  exception  of  Colonel  Gregg's  I  find  grea^^^  ^onfusion  in  the  new  re- 
enforcements. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


Morris  Island,  S.  0., 

April  11,  1861—4  p.  m. 
[General  Beauregard  :] 

General:  We  are  ready,  i)erhaps,  to  open  fire,  but  we  are  not 
ready  to  support  it.  For  God's  sake  have  this  post  inspected  by  your- 
self, or  some  one  else  competent,  before  you  open  fire.  I  am  alone 
here,  as  you  know,  and  heretofore  have  been  exclusively  occupied  with 
the  construction  of  batteries.  De  Saussure  complains  that  he  has  not 
men  enough  to  work  his  guns  for  any  length  of  time,  and  Kershaw's 
force  is  "  helter-skelter,"  having  just  arrived.  Cunningham's  is  but  little 
better.  Both  are  badly  supplied  with  cartridges.  A  full  and  efficient 
staff'  is  needed.  There  are  no  regulars  here  at  all.  I  can  say  but  little 
now.  The  general  agrees  with  me  in  begging  you  to  examine  this 
l)osition. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 
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Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston,  8.  C,  April  11,  1861. 
Maj.  W.  H.  0.  Whitino, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Generalj  Morris  Island,  8.  0. ; 

Major:  Your  letter  and  uote  of  this  day  are  just  received.  Things 
always  appear  worst  at  first  sight  when  not  perfect.  We  cannot  delay 
now.  I  think  you  will  have  all  day  to-morrow  to  organize.  I  am,  how- 
ever, surprised  that  LieuteD7.nt-Colonel  De  Saussure  should  not  have 
men  enough,  when  ten  days  ago  I  told  him  to  call  for  any  number  he 
might  require.  General  Simons  must  supply  that  deficiency;  but  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  two  thousand  Americans  ought  to  beat,  on  favorable 
ground,  twice  that  number  of  troops  landing.  Eemember  New  Orleans. 
Moreover,  to-morrow  you  will  have  another  regiment.  I  send  you 
Captains  Winder  and  AUston,  and  two  of  the  best  men  as  clerks  from 
Winder's  company.  Call  on  Colonel  Cunningham  for  one  or  more  men 
from  his  regiment  as  clerks.  Major  Trapier  has  been  ordered  as  chief 
engineer  on  Morris  Island,  to  relieve  you  of  that  duty.  Colonel  Gregg 
has  more  ammunition  than  you  can  all  require. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — My  duties  are  so  important  here  I  cannot  leave  at  present,  but 
will  be  with  you  when  the  fighting  commences. 

G.  T.  B. 


Headquarters,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

April  11,  1861. 
General  Beaureoard: 

Dear  General  :  I  inclose  the  within  that  you  may  see  what  General 
Bonham  offers.  His  command  is  confined  to  the  volunteer  regiments, 
ordered  into  service  under  a  bill  to  raise  ten  thousand  volunteers  in 
reserve.  Three  of  his  regiments  are  ordered  here  now.  One  difficulty 
I  apprehend  in  his  command  is  that  General  Dunovant  will  object, 
perhaps,  to  his  command  over  him  5  but  this  is  nothing,  if  you  desire 
Bonham  to  command  the  whole  as  major-general.  Yet,  under  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Convention,  reporting  to  you  for  orders  as  commander  of 
all,  confirmed  by  myself,  I  will  order  him  to  report  to  you,  with  all  his 
staff,  and  make  a  special  order  for  him.  Perhaps  he  might  be  of  great 
service  in  bringing  all  into  one  command  for  you,  and  I  know  he  would 
fight  like  a  true  soldier.  Besides,  he  has  knowledge,  derived  from  actual 
service  in  Mexico,  and  stands  high  in  the  State.  But,  general,  you  must 
candidly  say  if  it  is  suitable  to  you,  for  at  this  critical  juncture  I  desire 
to  do  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to  you. 
With  great  esteem,  yours,  truly, 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Charleston,  S^  C,  April  11, 1861. 
Governor  Pickens: 

Sir:  Three  regiments  of  the  division  of  the  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers, of  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  major-general, 
have  been  ordered  into  the  field.  I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  respect- 
fully, to  ask  the  command  of  those  troops,  together  with  such  as  may 
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be  associated  with  them.  Having  learned  that  the  Convention  of  the 
State  has  made  General  Beauregard  commander  of  all  the  State  troops 
which  have  been  or  are  likely  to  be  ordered  into  service  in  and  about 
Charleston  Harbor,  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  I  will  cheerfully  report  to 
that  able  and  distinguished  officer. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers^  Division  of  South  Carolina* 


Hdqrs.  Prov.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  8.  0.,  April  11,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  herewith  the  copy  of  the  orders  referred  to  in  your 
letter  of  this  morning.  The  copy  of  this  dayN  instructions,  relative  to 
the  harbor  lights,  &c.,  have  already  been  communicated  to  you. 

With  regard  to  your  sugg-estion,  relative  to  the  application  of  Major 
General  Bonham  for  service  under  my  orders  (an  application  which  adds 
so  much  to  the  high  reputation  of  that  gallant  and  distinguished  officer), 
I  beg  to  state  that  they  cannot  at  present  be  carried  into  effect ;  but,  as 
soon  as  sufficient  force  shall  have  been  collected  on  Morris  Island  or 
elsewhere  to  form  two  brigades  thereat,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  accept 
his  proffered  services. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Executive  Office,  April  11, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Beauregard  : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  corroboration  of  the  information  which  I  am  told  you 
have  already  received,  Captain  Davenport,  of  the  pilot-boat  Palmetto, 
reports  that  he  saw  the  Harriet  Lane  this  afternoon,  making  towards 
this  city  with  speed,  until  within  about  fifteen  miles  of  the  bar,  when 
she  ''  hove  to.'^  That  then  he  was  about  two  miles  from  her,  when  he 
distinctly  recognized  her.  He  says  he  has  no  doubt  about  her  identity, 
as  he  knows  her  well. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

D.  E.  JAMISON. 


Headquarters,  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  11, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  C,  8.  A, : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  two  communications  of  8th  instant,  and 
note  contents.  In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  your  Department  of  "  the 
necessity  of  calling  at  once  for  three  thousand  volunteers,  to  be  drilled, 
equipped,  and  held  in  instant  readiness  to  meet  any  requisition  from 
this  Department,"  I  have  to  say  the  necessary  orders  Jiave  been  issued 
to  carry  out  the  same  as  far  as  this  State  is  concerned.'  One  regiment, 
containing  twelve  companies,  will  concentrate  as  soon  as  practicable  at 
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Columbia,  to  be  there  quartered,  drilled,  and  prepared  for  orders  to 
move  to  any  point  desired.    Two  companies  of  this  regiment  will  be 
drilled  as  artillery,  and  two  other  full  regiments  are  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  immediate  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Provisional  Forces, 

No.  13.  i  Charleston,  S.  (7.,  A:pril  11,  1861. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Simons,  S.  C.  Y.,  having  been  ordered  into  serv- 
ice by  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  having  reported  to  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  for  duty,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  forces 
on  Morris  Island,  whither  he  will  repair  without  delay  and  assume  the 
command. 

II.  Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Corps  of  Engineers,  C.  S.  A.,  is  appointed 
acting  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general  of  the  forces  on  said 
island,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly.  He  will  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Simons. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard : 

D.  E.  JONES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Montgomery,  April  12, 1861. 
General  Beauregard,  Charleston,  S.  C: 

What  was  Major  Anderson's  reply  to  the  proposition  contained  in  my 
dispatch  of  last  night? 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  12, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

He  would  not  consent.    I  write  to-day. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 

Charleston,  S,  C,  April  12, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  correspond- 
ence with  Major  Anderson,  in  consequence  of  which  our  fire  was 
opened  upon  Fort  Sumter  at  4.30  o'clock  this  morning,  as  already  com- 
municated to  you  by  telegraph.*  The  pilots  reported  to  me  last  even- 
ing that  a  steamer,  supposed  to  be  the  Harriet  Lane,  had  appeared  off 
the  harbor.  She  approached  slowly,  and  was  lying  off  the  main  entrance, 
some  ten  or  twelve  miles,  when  the  pilot  came  in. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

*  For  inclosures  referred  to  see  Anderson's  report,  pp.  12-16. 
20  RR 
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Charleston,  April  12, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Heavy  firing  nil  day.  Several  guns  dismounted  in  Sumter.  Our  bat- 
teries all  safe.  Nobody  hurt.  Four  steamers  off  the  bar.  The  sea  pretty 
rough. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Hdqrs.  First  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Yols., 

April  12, 1861—12  noon. 
Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whitino, 

Acting  Adjutant  and  Insp.  Gen.j  Morris  Island^  S.  C. : 

Major:  It  is  reported  from  the  lookout  on  the  light  house  that  three 
steamers  are  in  sight  off  the  bar.  One  is  supposed  by  the  light-house 
keeper  to  be  the  Harriet  Lane.  This  one  is  in  sight  from  the  hill  at  my 
camp,  and  appears  different  in  its  build  and  rig  from  a  merchant  steamer. 
A  heavy  gun  was  fired  a  short  time  since  at  sea,  probably  from  this 
steamer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAXCY  GEEGG, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Voltmteers, 

P.  S. — The  steamer  referred  to  is  also  reported  to  have  approached 
the  merchant  steamer  which  was  off  the  bar,  and  has  now  gone  south- 
ward. 


April  12, 1861 — afternoon. 

The  Pawnee,  Harriet  Lane  (certain),  and  the  Baltic  (conjectured, 
from  my  knowledge  of  her  build)  are  at  anchor  close  at  the  North  Chan- 
nel 5  Illinois  (conjectured)  at  anchor  at  the  main  bar.  The  wind  and 
sea  strong  from  the  southeast ;  heavy  surf.  Troops  are  posted  for  the 
night.  As  many  more  as  you  can  send  will  be  welcome.  Ko  casualties  ' 
whatever.  Troops  in  good  spirits.  With  your  re-enforcements  send,  if 
possible,  crackers  and  dried  beef,  or  other  provisions,  in  their  haver- 
sacks. Shells  still  fire  badly,  owing  to  fuses  prematurely  bursting. 
The  ships  may  try  to  send  boats  in.  Already  guns  are  trained  and 
ranged  for  night  firing  on  the  landing.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  ships  will 
try  it.  They  may.  If  they  run  past  they  will  have  to  go  to  the  city. 
Men  fire  deliberately. 

By  order  of  General  Simons : 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Fort  Palmetto,  Stono  Inlet,  S.  C,  April  12, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Beauregard  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  force  at  this 
point.  From  the  accounts  received  from  abroad,  large  mihtary  prepara- 
tions seem  to  have  been  made  against  us.  A  vigorous  diversion  of  their 
force  may  be  made  at  this  point,  and  as  your  attention  is  much  occupied 
by  the  large  preparations  in  Charleston  Harbor,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
bringing  our  force  here  to  your  notice,  that  you  may  increase  it  if 
the  same  is,  in  your  opinion,  expedient.  We  have  been  occupied  all  day 
strengthening  our  fortifications  by  the  use  of  sand  bags.    With  some 
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laborers  here,  the  main  fortifications  could  be  made  much  stronger 
against  assault.    The  work  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  can  only  be 
done  by  those  who  are  accustomed  to  this  sort  of  labor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  POPE,  Jr., 
Captain  of  Light  Artillery^  Commander  of  the  Post, 


Charleston  Hotel,  Charleston^  8,  C,  April  12,  1861. 

Brigadier  General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Forces,  Charleston,  S.  0. : 

Sir  :  You  were  pleased  to  say,  in  your  letter  of  yesterday,  to  Gov- 
ernor Pickens,  in  reference  to  my  tender  of  services :  "  So  soon  as  a  suffi- 
cient force  shall  have  been  collected  on  Morris  Island  or  elsewhere  to 
form  two  brigades  thereat,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  accept  his  [my]  prof- 
fered services."  There  being  now  on  Morris  Island  the  two  regiments  be- 
longing to  General  Simons'  brigade,  Colonel  Gregg's  regiment  of  volun- 
teers, and  Colonel  Kershaw's  regiment,  also  the  whole  oi*  a  part  of  Colonel 
Hagood's  regiment  (both  of  my  division),  making  as  large  or  a  larger 
number  of  my  division  proper  than  of  General  Simons'  command  proper, 
I  submit  that  the  state  of  things  contemplated  in  your  letter  has  arisen, 
and  respectfully  ask  to  be  assigned  immediately  to  that  command. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM, 
Major- General  Division,  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 


Headquarters,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

April  12,  1861. 

Dear  General:  The  display  at  Light-house  Inlet,  perhaps,  is  a 
feint,  and  if  so,  they  intend  to  re-enforce,  as  you  say,  through  Bull's 
Bay  and  Sullivan's  Island  Inlet ;  but  I  think  there  is  danger  at  Stono, 
and  of  coming  im  in  the  rear  of  the  city  by  the  Long  Bridge.  The 
regiment,  stationed  at  the  race-course,  is  in  good  position,  but  they  ought 
to  have  juckets  out,  so  as  to  be  in  hearing  of  Stono,  so  as  to  report  im- 
mediately to  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  if  any  attack  is  made.  If  they 
come  through  Sullivan's  Island  Inlet  or  Creek,  then  Castle  Pinckney 
might  play  her  guns  as  they  turn  around  to  Sumter. 
Respectfully, 

F.  W.  PICKENS. 


Headquarters,  April  12, 1861. 

Dear  General:  Plan  of  battle  just  determined  on  at  Gregg's 
quarters.  Whiting,  Huger,  Gregg,  Trapier,  and  Simons  all  agree  that 
we  greatly  need  infantry,  to  defend  the  batteries  from  assault.  Four 
large  steamers  are  plainly  in  view,  and  standing  off  the  bar  all  day. 
Unanimous  opinion  that  a  landing  will  be  attempted,  and  fears  that 
some  of  the  batteries  will  be  taken,  unless  supported.  Have  made  the 
best  distribution  of  the  troops  we  have,  but  need  every  man  you  can 
send.  Should  you  not  be  here  personally  to  direct?  Such  is  the 
general  opinion.  I  send  this  by  order  of  Simons,  who  is  at  Gregg's, 
and  left  me  here  to  write,  and  send  without  delay. 
Yery  respectfully, 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 

P.  S. — We  have  no  glass  here,  and  have  to  rely  entirely  upon  the 
eye  to  examine  steamers.  Fouf  plainly  in  sight,  and  another  vessel 
out  a  short  distance.    Fight  expected  to-night. 
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Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Charleston^  S.  C,  April  12,  1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Saussure,  Morris  Island^  S.  C: 

Sir  :  In  order  to  economize  our  mortar  ammunition,  I  desire  that  at 
or  after  12  m.  this  day  you  should  double  the  interval  between  the  firing 
of  the  shells ;  that  is,  four  minutes  instead  of  two  during  the  day,  and 
twenty  minutes  instead  of  ten  during  the  night.  The  action  of  your 
mortar  batteries  in  that  respect  will  guide  the  others  elsewhere.  Be 
careful,  also,  not  to  fire  too  fast  at  your  other  batteries,  and  to  call  in 
time  for  additional  ammunition  when  required. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-General^  GommoMding, 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Gharleston,  8.  0.,  April  12,  1861. 

Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whitino, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  (j&c,  Morris  Island j  S.  G.: 

Major  :  Your  note  is  received.  Firing,  I  hope,  will  soon  be  better. 
To  save  ammunition  of  mortars,  the  time  between  each  shell  thrown 
should  be  doubled  by  day  and  by  night — that  is,  four  minutes  instead 
of  two  for  the  first,  and  twenty  minutes  instead  of  ten  for  the  last.  I 
have  written  to  Colonel  De  Saussure  to  that  effect.  This  change  should 
take  place  after  12  m.  this  day.  The  batteries  elsewhere  will  follow 
those  of  Cummings  Point.  Great  care  should  be  taken  at  the  other 
batteries  (giin)  not  to  fire  too  fast  or  uselessly,  and  timely  calls  for 
ammunition  should  be  made.  1  have  requested  Colonel  Wigfall  to 
lend  his  assistance  to  General  Simons  as  a  volunteer  aid.  Be  careful 
to  strengthen  the  force  protecting  the  batteries  on  south  end  of  Morris 
Island,  for  if  a  landing  is  made  it  will  be  done  there?  probably.  How 
would  it  do  to  send  General  Bonham  to  command  from  about  the  light- 
house down  to  Light-house  Inlet  *?  I  am  trying  to  dispatch  to  that 
locality  as  many  new  arrivals  as  possible.  They  will  do  very  well  for 
those  hills. 

Yours,  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Charleston,  Ajyril  13, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Seeretary  of  War ; 

Officers'  quarters  in  Sumter  burning.  Part  of  roof  supposed  to  have 
fallen  in.  Sumter  firing  at  long  intervals.  Ours  regular  and  effective. 
Six  vessels  outside  in  signals  with  Sumter. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charleston,  April  13, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Anderson  has  hauled  down  the  United  States  flag  on  Sumter  and  run 
up  white  flag.    Fort  has  been  burning  for  several  hours  from  effect  of 
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shells.  Two  explosions  have  beeu  i)ro(luced  by  shells.  He  has  ceased 
firing  some  time,  and  fire  of  all  the  batteries  has  been  continnons  till 
now — 3  o'clock.    Aides  have  been  sent  by  Beauregard  to  Sumter. 

E.  B.  EHETT,  Jr. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  A2)ril  13,  1861 — 2  p.  m. 
President  Jeff.  Davis,  Montgomery ,  Ala.  ; 

Quarters  in  Sumter  all  burned  down.  White  flag  up.  Have  sent  a 
boat  to  receive  surrender.  But  half  an  hour  before  had  sent  a  boat  to 
stop  our  firing  and  offer  assistance. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


*  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  13, 1861. 

Gov.  F.  W.  Pickens,  Present  : 

Dear  Governor  :  I  have  sent  Major  Jones,  Captain  Hartstene,  and 
Colonels  Miles  and  Pry  or  to  Major  Anderson  to  tell  him  that  I  offer 
him  the  same  terms  that  I  did  on  the  11th,  and  that  a  vessel  or  steamer 
would  be  sent  to  him  in  the  morning  to  take  him  to  the  steamer  outside, 
and  that  he  must  be  responsible  in  the  mean  time  for  the  fort ;  otherwise, 
I  w^ould  put  four  companies  of  artillery  in  there  to-night.  I  also  told 
Captain  Hartstene  to  go  out  to  the  fleet  and  tell  them  that  the  fort  was 
now  ours,  but  under  the  safe-keeping  of  Major  Anderson,  and  that  no 
attack  could  be  made  upon  it  by  them. 

In  the  morning  I  will  order  two  of  Colonel  Eipley's  companies  and 
two  of  De  Saussure's  to  take  possession  of  Fort  Sumter. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charleston,  April  13, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Fort  Sumter  has  unconditionally  surrendered  to  the  Confederate 
States,  represented  by  General  Beauregard,  Colonel  Wigfall,  his  aide, 
receiving  the  surrender.  The  same  terms  just  offered  will  be  granted. 
Engines  are  about  to  go  down  to  put  out  the  fire.  Fight  expected  on 
Morris  Island  to-night. 

E.  B.  EHETT,  Jr. 

Charleston,  April  13, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Anderson  surrenders  to  the  Confederate  Government  unconditionally, 
but  I  have  granted  him  the  same  terms  as  on  the  11th  instant :  "All 
proper  facilities  will  be  afforded  for  removal  of  yourself  and  command, 
together  with  comi)any  arms  and  property  and  all  private  property,  to 
any  post  in  the  United  States  you  may  elect.^^ 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  Morris  Island,  S.  C, 

April  13,  1861—6  p.  m. 
General  BEAUREaARD,  Commanding. 

General  :  Brigadier-General  Simons  directs  me  to  say  that  a  boat 
from  the  fleet,  bearing  a  white  flag,  and  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of 
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thB  U.  S.  i*5avy,  has  just  commuuicated  with  him.  He  first  inquired  if 
Major  Andersouhad  surrendered,  to  which  (as  informed  by  Colonel  Wig- 
fall,  aide-de-camp)  he  was  answered  "Yes;  unconditionally."  Second, 
if  he  could  communicate  with  Fort  Moultrie,  to  which  he  was  answered 
";N"o."  (He  evidently  supposed  the  commanding  general  was  at  Moul- 
trie, as  he  afterwards  said.)  Third,  he  asked  if  he  could  be  permitted 
to  come  in,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  take  Major  Anderson  oft'.  If  not, 
whether  he  could  come  in  with  a  merchantman  and  do  the  same.  If  not, 
that  whether  he  could  come  in  with  his  boats  for  the  purpose.  To  these 
inquiries  General  Simons  replied  that  transportation  could  be  furnished 
for  Major  Anderson  to  the  fleet,  but  that  the  commanding  general  was 
at  hand,  and  could  b(i  communicated  with  at  once,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  no  hostile  demonstration  should  be  made  during  the  night  by 
the  fleet.  The  lieutenant  was  informed  that  you  would  be  furnished 
with  his  questions,  and  he  might  return  for  answers  to-morryw  morning, 
under  a  flag  of  truce.  The  lieutenant  gave  his  personal  guarantee  that 
no  hostilities  would  be  attempted,  and  said  he  would  return  in  the 
morning  to  hear  your  reply.  He  informed  Major  Whiting  that  their 
mission  was  not  hostile,  but  one  of  peace. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITmO, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Charleston,  April  13,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

We  take  possession  of  Fort  Sumter  to-morrow  morning.    I  allow  him 
the  privilege  of  saluting  his  flag.    No  one  killed  on  our  side. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Montgomery,  April  13,  1861. 
General  Beaureoard,  Charlesion: 

Accept  my  congratulations.    You  have  won  your  spurs.    How  many 
guns  can  you  spare  for  Pensacola*? 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Hdqrs.  First  Battalion,  Thirty-third  Eegiment, 

[NA  MiLITI 

April  13,  1861. 


South  Carolina  Militia, 


General  D.  F.  Jamison,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  absence  of  Col.  Charles  Alls  ton,  jr.,  and  being 
called  on  by  the  detachments  stationed  below  this  point  to  complete 
the  chain  of  coast  guard  to  the  l!^orth  Carolina  line,  in  view  of  the  emer- 
gency of  the  case  (war  having  actually  begun),  I  have  taken  upon  my- 
self to  order  out  one  hundred  and  forty-six  men  and  twelve  commissioned 
officers  as  follows :  From  Captain  Daggett's  company,  Waccamaw  Light 
Artillery,  twenty-six  men  and  two  ofi&cers,  stationed  as  coast  guard,  from 
the  redoubt  at  Korth  Island  to  Murray's  Inlet  j  distance,  twenty-five 
miles.  From  Captain  Ward's  company,  Watchesaw  Eiflemen,  twenty 
men  and  two  officers,  stationed  at  the  redoubt  at  Murray's  Inlet.  From 
Captain  Gillespie's  company,  Carolina  Greys,  forty  men  and  three  ofll- 
cers,  stationed  as  coast  gu«.rd,  from  Murray's  Inlet  le  the  redoubt  at 
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Little  Eiver,  North  Carolina  line;  distance/forty  miles.  From  Captain 
Litchfield's  company,  All  Saints'  Kiflemen,  thirty  men  and  three  officers, 
stationed  at  the  redoubt  at  Little  Eiver.  I  have  also,  by  request,  ordered 
a  detachment  of  thirty  men  and  two  officers  from  Captain  Johnson's 
company,  to  take  post  at  the  redoubt  at  the  entrance  of  Santee  Eiver, 
that  i)ost  being  unoccupied.  Have  also  taken  possession  of  thirty  mus- 
kets for  said  detachment  from  a  quantity  here  in  store.  Also,  a  quantity 
of  army  stores. 

I  have  detailed  Captain  Daggett  as  bearer  of  this  report,  who  will 
furnish  any  further  information  you  'may  require  as  to  the  defense  ^t 
this  point. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted;  and,  hoping  it  may  meet  your 
approbation,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  vours, 

W.  C.  WHITE, 

Major  J  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Artillery,  S.  I.  and  M.  P., 

Fort  Moultrie^  S.  0.,  April  13,  1861. 

Maj.  D.  E.  J o'Nis.B,  Adjutant- General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  had  only  two  per- 
sonal casualties  in  the  force  under  my  command,  both  very  slight,  and 
are  privates  in  Company  A  (Sullivan  and  Miller).  The  effect  of  the  ene- 
my's fire  upon  this  fort  has  been  pretty  effectually  to  demolish  the 
quarters  and  to  injure  the  hot-shot  furnace  to  a  certain  extent.  The 
effects  of  the  Sumter,  enfilade,  Dahlgren,  floating,  and  mortar  batteries, 
has  been  to  keep  the  enemy  from  his  barbette  guns.  The  direct  fire  has 
been  quite  accurate  for  the  distance,  several  shots  having  passed  through 
the  arches  of  the  second  line  of  casemates,  two  or  three  into  his  lower 
embrasures,  and  many  grazing  the  crest  of  his  parapet  and  penetrating 
the  roof  of  his  quarters.  Still,  our  direct  fire  is  only  annoying,  and  I 
have  directed  it  to  be  economized,  to  look  out  and  keep  the  men  as  fresh 
as  possible  for  the  channel  fight,  which,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  is  impend- 
ing. I  note  what  has  been  said  respecting  the  hot-shot  furnace,  and 
shail  endeavor  to  attend  to  it,  although  it  has  three  shot-holes  in  it, 
which  has  already  rendered  one  bar  inefficient.  I  have  directed  Cap- 
tain Hamilton,  and  the  floating  battery  especially,  to  be  economical 
with  their  ammunition,  and  have  to  request  that  the  latter  be  supplied 
with  one  hundred  rounds  of  shell  and  one  hundred  cartridges,  with  ap- 
purtenances, by  boat  this  evening  from  the  city.  All  our  9-inch  and  8- 
inch  shells  are  defective,  and  Captain  Hamilton  has  filled  several  with 
rice  to  use  them  as  solid  shot.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  floating- 
battery  supplied  also,  if  possible,  with  42  and  32  pounder  ammunition, 
as  it  will  be  especially  effective  in  keeping  out  re -enforcements. 

I  also  have  to  suggest  that  Captain  Martin  be  supplied  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  shell  and  ammunition,  with  authority  to  practice  as  much 
as  he  pleases  until  he  gets  his  shell  in.  All  the  mortar  practice  is  wild, 
owing  to  the  range  and  the  effect  of  the  wind.  As  I  am  sorely  pressed 
for  time,  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  such  requisitions  as  are  ap- 
proved may  be  ordered  from  headquarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  EIPLEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Artillery,  Commanding. 
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P.  s. — One  of  the  rear  transoms  of  Captain  Hallonquist's  mortars,  be- 
ing made  of  pine,  is  split.  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  it  repaired.  The 
merlons  stand  very  well,  except  the  vertical  palmetto  logs,  which  collapse 
under  our  own  fire.  One  42-pounder  shot  entered  the  embrasure,  but, 
being  stuffed  with  a  cotton  bale,  had  no  further  effect  than  to  take  a 
splinter  off  a  carriage.  The  new  8-inch  columbiad  carriages  will  not 
stand  much. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  S.  EIPLEY. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  13, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  Simons,  Morris  Island,  S,  G.  : 

My  Dear  General  :  The  accumulation  of  troops  on  Morris  Island 
requires  that  another  general  officer  should  be  sent  to  the  southern  end 
of  that  island.  General  Bonham  has  consented  to  go  there  in  command, 
until  we  can  divide  the  forces  into  two  brigades,  when  he  will  assume 
command  of  the  whole  as  major-general,  to  act  under  my  orders.  In 
the  mean  time,  should  circumstances  bring  your  commands  together,  he 
will  necessarily  assume  the  command ;  otherwise  to  attend  only  to  his 
half  (about)  of  the  island,  and  you  to  yours,  but  to  mutually  assist  and 
support  each  other,  in  case  of  need,  and  in  the  defense  of  our  country 
and  sacred  cause. 

Major  Whiting  will  remain  acting  inspector-general  of  the  whole 
island.     He  will  communicate  (as  well  as  yourself)  all  the  information  in 
his  possession  to  General  Bonham.    I  will  endeavor  to  be  with  you  as 
soon  as  practicable,  or  whenever  required. 
EespectfuUy,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Gommanding. 


Hdqrs.  Pro  v.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Gliarleston,  8.  0.,  April  13,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  G.  M.  Dunoyant, 

Gommanding  Sullivan^ s  Island,  S.  G.: 
General:  Major  Anderson  will  evacuate   Fort   Sumter  to-morrow 
morning,  when  he  will  be  sent  to  one  of  the  United  States  vessels  out- 
side of  the  harbor.    He  will  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  saluting  his  flag 
on  lowering  it. 

You  will  pleas^e  direct  that  the  ranking  officers  of  Engineers  and  Ar- 
tillery on  the  island  accompany  the  detachment  of  one  company  already 
ordered  out,  as  part  of  a  garrison  to  Fort  Sumter,  who  will  make  a  re- 
port of  the  exact  present  condition  of  the  fort  and  of  its  defenses. 

You  will  also  direct  Capt.  George  S.  James  to  hold  his  company  at 
Fort  Johnson  in  readiness  to  move  for  the  same  purpose,  as  soon  as 
orders  to  this  effect;  are  extended  to  him. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 
Brigadier-  General,  Gommanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Prov.  Army  Confederate  States  of  America, 

Charleston,  8.  0.,  April  13,  1861. 

General  James  Simons, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C. : 

General  :  Major  Anderson,  will  evacuate  Fort  Sumter  to-morrow 
morning,  when  lie  will  be  sent  to  one  of  the  United  States  vessels  out- 
side of  the  harbor.  He  will  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  saluting  his  flag 
on  lowering  it. 

You  will  please  direct  that  the  ranking  officers  of  Engineers  and  Artil- 
lery on  the  island  accompany  the  detachment  of  one  company,  already 
ordered  out  as  a  part  of  a  garrison  to  Fort  Sumter,  who  will  make  a  re- 
port of  the  exact  present  condition  of  the  fort  and  its  defenses. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
#  G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C, 

^    April  13,  1861. 

General  BEAUREaARD,  Charleston,  S.  0.  : 

General  :  Fort  Sumter  has  been  set  on  fire,  and  as  it  is  very  impor- 
tant (with  the  vessels  outside  threatening  to  enter)  to  have  all  expe- 
rience, I  have  determined  to  remain  and  avoid  or  prevent  a  re-enforce- 
ment. I  do  not  think  that  there  are  more  than  three  vessels  off.  Col- 
onel Eipley  and  myself  will  endeavor  to  prevent  an  entry  here  to-night. 
1  will,  as  you  said,  make  myself  useful;  more  so,  probably,  than  I  could 
at  any  other  point.  I  shall  go  out  in  a  row-boat  during  the  night,  with 
signals  arranged,  and  reconnoiter  the  entrance  and  give  timely  notice 
of  any  boats  approaching.  I  think  the  fire-hulk  inside  of  Sumter  had 
better  not  be  lighted,  as  it  will  probably  dim  our  vision. 

I  have  just  made  out  the  vessels  off.  They  are  the  Pawnee,  Harriet 
Lane,  Nashville,  Atlantic,  and  a  merchant  schooner.  They  cannot  en- 
ter in  their  vessels.  With  a  gpod  lookout  (for  a  lookout  stationed  here, 
and  a  boat  off  in  the  channel,  together  with  their  fire-hulks,  which  are 
still  floating  in  a  line  around  Fort  Sumter),  I  think  you  need  have  no 
fear  of  an  entrance  here.  They  are  all  here,  and  in  fine  spirits.  Eipley 
is  a  most  valuable  officer — co^l,  collected,  and  energetic.  He  keeps  all 
in  spirits  and  up  to  their  work.  I  have  all  the  batteries  on  this  island, 
and  give  the  best  directions,  as  I  think  may  be  useful,  particularly  in 
regard  to  looking  out  for  and  firing  at  boats  or  shipping.  The  guns  are 
all  intact,  and  in  fine  working  order. 
Eespectfully, 

H.  J.  HAETSTENE. 


Headquarters  Morris  Island,  S.  C, 

April  13,  1861. 
General  Beaureoard,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

My  Dear  General  :  We  inquire  one  thousand  or  twelve  hundred 
men  to  re-enforce  this  position.  Nothing  should  be  left  to  chance.  None 
have  yet  arrived,  and  this  command  will  be  worn  out.  The  troops  have 
been  under  arms  all  night.  Six  of  the  hostile  ships  are  in  the  positions 
they  occupied  at  dark  last  night.  The  two  nearest  are  the  Lane  and 
the  Pawnee.    With  these  vessels  so  close  to  us,  I  cannot  relax  my  vigi- 
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lance  without  such  a  force  as  would  render  a  coup  de  main  Impossible. 
The  men  behaved  very  well  and  kept  well  on  the  alert.  I  visited  the 
whole  line  last  night  (after  midnight)  and  found  everything  quiet;  but 
you  are  aware  that  this  cannot  last  over  such  a  long  line  of  defenses, 
with  an  uncertainty  as  to  the  point  of  attack.  Opinions  differ  as  to 
whether  anything  got  into  Sumter  last*  night.  There  may  or  may  not. 
The  night  was  dark,  and  occasionally  stormy,  and  a  heavy  sea  running. 
If  anything  did,  it  could  not  have  been  very  extensive.  Perhaps  they 
desire  to  lay  off,  and  send  in  one  boat  at  a  time  or  once  a  night.  This 
is  the  most  feasible  plan,  and  that  which  I  most  fear.  If  it  is  in  your 
power  I  beg  you  to  come  here  for  myself  personally.  I  am  nearly  broken 
down  for  want  of  rest.  The  gentlemen  you  sent  are  very  efficient. 
Quartermaster  Hatch  should  send  down  tents  for  the  general  and  his  staff. 
We  are  without  accommodations,  and  are  temporarily  in  the  hospital, 
which  we  may  at  any  time  be  compelled  to  leave. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 

f  Indorsement.  ] 

I  hardly  think  the  additional  one  thousand  men  could  act  on  that 
island,  and  he  ought  to  order  the  men  to  sleep  in  daylight  and  enforce  it. 

F.  W.  P. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

No.  3.  )    Adj't  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  13,  1861. 

In  honor  of  the  occasion,  officially  announced,  that  the  United  States 
colors  have  been  hauled  down  at  Fort  Sumter  and  replaced  by  the  white 
flag,  a  salute  of  fifteen  guns  will  be  fired  in  front  of  the  Department  this 
day  at  two  o'clock. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Charleston,  April  14, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

I  have  possession  of  Sumter.  Anderson  and  garrison  on  Isabel  going 
in  morning.  None  killed ;  two  wounded.  Quarters  in  ruins.  Interior 
of  fort  damaged.    Armament  still  effective  against  entrance  to  channel. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


*  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  April  14,  1861. 

General  Beauregard  : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  beg  an  immediate  answer,  by  the  bearer,  to 
this.  Captain  Lee,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  preferred  to  me  a  claim  to 
"  the  honor  of  being  sent  to  Sumter  this  morning."  The  very  faithful, 
skillful,  and  laborious  duties  performed  here  for  three  months  continu- 
ously by  Captain  Lee  entitle  him  to  this  distinction,  if  he  so  considers 
it.    As  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  charged 
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witli  the  supervision  of  the  works  on  Morris  Island,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  I  consider  Captain  Lee  entitled  to  the  credit  of  the 
engineering  work  done  here,  with  his  assistants.  To  it  he  has  devoted 
his  time  and  personal  interests.  Captain  Lee  naturally  feels  aggrieved 
at  having  been  superseded  on  the  eve  of  action,  on  the  occasion  of  my 
being  relieved  from  engineering  duty  (although,  undoubtedly,  that  was 
due  to  the  supposed  state  of  his  health).  Captain  Lee  does  not  desire 
to  make  the  report  called  for  in  your  order,  but  claims  to  be  sent  to 
Sumter.  I  indorse  this  claim,  and  most  respectfully  and  earnestly 
request  that  you  will  return  an  order  sending  Captain  Lee,  for  the 
present,  to  Sumter,  on  duty  with  the  garrison.  It  is  certainly  due  to 
his  untiring  devotion,  he  not  being  absent  from  his  post  for  three 
months,  and  it  is  the  reward  which  he  has  asked  for. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

p.  s. — I  understand  perfectly  that  you  want  a  specialist.  The  major 
iias  no  feeling  about  the  matter,  and  will  make  his  report.  Please  to 
grant  this. 

W.  H.  C.  W. 


Charleston,  April  14, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Fleet  still  outside.    Can  spare  no  guns  yet,  but  hope  to  do  so  soon. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


South  End  Battery, 
Morris  Island^  S.  0.,  April  15,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  BEAUREaARD, 

Commander -in- Chief  J  Charleston  j  S.  C: 

General  :  These  vessels  of  the  enemy,  which  are  causing  us  some 
anxiety,  and,  at  any  rate,  treating  us  with  great  disrespect,  I  would  like 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  driving  off  from  our  port  j^  and,  if  we  cannot  suc- 
ceed in  that,  at  least  make  them  keep  at  a  respectable  distance.  I 
volunteer  for  the  service.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  put  the  rifled  can- 
non on  board  the  Lady  Davis,  under  my  command,  I  can  go  out,  and, 
at  long  range,  try  the  effect  of  the  shot  on  them.  I  think  in  this  way 
I  may  be  able  to  annoy,  if  not  drive  them  off-  Should  this  plan  meet 
your  views,  I  would  be  glad  to  try  and  carry  it  into  execution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  HUGEK, 
Lieut.  C.  S.  Jfavy,  Commandant  of  Batteries. 


Morris  Island,  S.  C,  April  15, 1861. 
General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Forces ^  Charleston^  8.  C: 
General:  Having  posted  the  troops  on  the  island,  with  such  gen- 
eral directions  in  case  of  action  as  I  am  able  to  give,  I  must  call  your 
attention  to  the  danger  which  thej^  may  suffer  should  the  enemy  cover 
the  main  line,  and  keeping  out  of  the  close  fire  of  the  Dahlgren  battery, 
string  along  the  beach  to  shell  the  troops.    I  propose  to  take  two  of  the 
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mortars  from  Stevens'  battery  and  place  tliem  behind  Gadbuy-s  during 
the  night,  and  one  just  below  the  Dahlgren.  Sturgis  will  never  venture 
under  vertical  fire.  The  enemy  will  know  nothing  of  the  move.  No 
epaulement  is  necessary,  nature  having  provided  that. '  The  weak  point 
of  the  island  is  the  low  flat  between  Vinegar  Hill  and  Gadbuy's,  afford- 
ing, as  it  does,  no  cover  to  the  troops,  and  a  point  of  attack  by  which 
the  enemy  might  endeavor  to  separate  or  cut  in  two  our  line.  I  have 
issued  the  orders  for  this  move,  but  will  hold  their  execution  for  your 
approval.  I  would  like  also  to  have  the  Dahlgren  (used  by  Hamilton 
in  the  late  action)  immediately,  for  placing  at  Light-house  Hill  (Battery 
Huger).  These  movements  should  be  commenced,  if  decided  upon,  at 
once.  We  require,  also,  more  artillerymen.  The  Palmetto  Guards 
should  return  to  the  island  to  man  their  mortars.  Perhaps  some  could 
be  spared  from  Pleasant  and  Johnson.  I  would  respectfully  indorse 
the  remounting  of  a  few  24s  (now  in  the  city)  on  Pinckney,  and  a  mor- 
tar to  be  sent  there.  The  channel  defenses  must  be  immediately  increased 
by  more  columbiads ;  three  from  the  iron  battery,  two  42s  from  the  Point, 
and  five  42s  from  Sumter  (lying  on  the  parade).  The  three  8-inch  co- 
lumbiads, half  buried,  to  be  used  as  mortars  in  Sumter,  can  be  made 
available,  if  quickly  done  j  the  10-inch  on  a  mortar  carriage  also.  The 
serviceable  battery  of  Sumter  should  be  put  in  order  and  supplied  with- 
out delay.  Had  not  Major  Trapier  better  attend  to  these  constructions  '^ 
The  pintles  can  be  placed  at  once ;  the  carriages  have  been  ordered ; 
perhaps  there  are  some  extra  ones  at  Sumter ;  the  epaulements  to  be 
constructed  at  leisure.  A  traverse  breastwork,  three  hundred  yards, 
running  back  from  Vinegar  Hill,  is  directed  to  be  constructed.  Please 
visit  this  post. 

Very  truly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITH^G, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


MoNTaoMERT,  April  15,  1861. 
General  BeaureGtARD,  Charleston  : 

If  floating  battery  worked  well  I  shall  order  one  for  Pensacola,  so 
gi\e  me  your  opinion.  If  favorable,  can  Captain  Hamilton,  under  whose 
supervision  it  was  constructed,  be  induced  to  go  to  Pensacola  for  that 
purpose  ? 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Charleston,  April  15,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker; 

Floating  battery  worked  well  for  enfilading.  Believe  it  good.  Want 
Hamilton  for  a  few  days.  We  have  a  remarkable  rifled  cannon,  12-pounder, 
superior  to  any  other  here.     Others  ought  to  be  ordered. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Commanding : 

General  :  As  the  floating  battery  has  to  be  removed  from  its  present 
position,  and  as  you  are  desirous  of  placing  it  at  Wappoo,  for  defense 
against  boats,  I  would  suggest  that  the  armament  be  changed  to  8-inch 
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siege  howitzers,  to  throw  grape,  canister,  and  spherical-case  shot.  The 
howitzers  are  at  the  Citadel,  but  the  carriages  will  have  to  be  made. 
The  detachment  that  fought  the  battery  (a  j)ortion  of  Comi)any  D,  of 
the  artillery  battalion)  could  serve  it  again,  but  as  the  company  is  well 
drilled  at  the  exercise  of  heavy  guns,  you  will,  no  doubt,  require  its 
services  in  the  harbor.  If  authority  could  be  obtained  from  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  the  Confederate  States  I«5'avy  for  me  to  enlist  twenty- 
five  seamen,  four  of  which  to  be  rated  petty  officers,  and  Mr.  Grimball 
and  Ingraham  could  be  assigned  to  me,  I  could  take  charge  of  the  bat- 
tery and  perhaps  make  her  useful. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  HAMILTOISr, 
Lieutenant^  C.  8.  Navy. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Provisional  Forces, 

^o.  22.  ]  Charleston,  S.  0.,  April  15,  1861. 

The  forces  on  Morris  Island  shall  constitute  one  division,  to  be  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonhain,  S.  C.  Y.,  which  division  shall  be 
divided  into  two  brigades,  as  follows:  The  first  brigade,  to  be  com- 
manded by  Brig.  Gen.  James  Simons,  S.  0.  M.,  shall  be  composed  of 
Colonels  Cunningham  and  Hagood^s  regiments,  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel De  Saussure's  battalion  of  artillery  5  and  the  second  brigade,  to  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  P.  H.  Nelson,  S.  C.  Y.,  shall  be  composed  of 
Colonels  Gregg^s  and  Kershaw's  regiments,  and  the  battalion  of  Colonel 
Eion's  regiment  on  the  island ;  the  first  brigade  to  occupy  the  northern 
portion  of  the  island  and  the  second  brigade  the  southern  portion. 
The  general  officers*  will  at  once  assume  their  commands,  and  will  fur- 
nish to  these  headquarters  a  list  of  their  respective  staffs. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Beauregard: 

D.  E.  JONES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CHAPTER    II. 

THE  SECESSION  OF  GEORGIA. 


January  3^26,  1861. 


stjm:m:a.e,y  ow  the  :p:eixi^cifj^il,  evehstts. 

January   3,  1861. — ^Fort  Pulaski  seized  by  State  troops. 
19,  1861.— Ordinance  of  secession  adopted. 

24,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  seized  by  State  troops. 
26,  1861. — Oglethorpe  Barracks,  Savannah,  and  Fort  Jackson,  seized  by  State 
troops. 

REI'ORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Ca.pt.  Wm.  H.  C.  Whiting,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort 
Pulaski,  Ga. 

No.  2. — Letter  of  Col.  H.  K.  Craig,  Chief  of  Ordnance  U.  S.  Army,  iu  reference  to 
transfer  of  detachment  from  the  Charleston  to  Augusta  Arsenal. 

No.  3. — Capt.  Arnold  Elzey,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  seizure  of  Augusta  Arsenal. 

No.  4. — Ordnance  Storekeeper  John  M.  Gait,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Augusta 
Arsenal. 

No.  5. — Capt.  Wm.  H.  C.  Whiting,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  seizure  of  Ogle- 
thorpe Barracks  and  Fort  Jackson. 

No.  6. — Ordnauce  Sergeant  E.  Burt,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Oglethorpe  Barracks, 
Savannah. 

.   No.  1. 

Reports  of  Capt.  W,  H.  C.  Whiting ,  U.  IS.  Corps  of  Engineers^  of  the  seiz- 
ure of  Fort  Pulaslciy  Ga. 

Savannah,  January  3, 18C1. 

By' directioD  of  Captain  Whiting,  now  on  duty  at  Fort  Clinch,  I  have 
to  report  that  State  troops  left  this  morning  for  Fort  Pulaski  by  order 
of  Governor  Brown. 

HEEMAKN  HIESCH,  Cleric. 

Col.  R.  E.  De  Russy,  Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers. 


U.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Savannah,  January  7, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  3d  instant,  being  at  Fort 

Clinch,  I  received  a  telegram  from  my  clerk  informing  me  that  troops  of 

the  State  of  Georgia  were  moving  to  occupy  Fort  Pulaski,  by  order  of 

the  governor.     I  replied  by  telegraph,  directing  Mr.  Hirsch  to  inform 
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the  commandant  of  Engineers  of  the  fact.  1  took  the  first  opportunity 
to  reach  Savannah  on  the  6th,  and  arrived  last  night.  This  morning  I 
proceeded  to  Fort  Pulaski,  which  I  found  occupied  by  Georgia  troops, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Lawton.  I  was  received  with  great  civility, 
and  informed  hj  him  that  he  held  possession  of  all  the  Government 
property  for  the  present,  by  order  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  in- 
tended to  preserve  it  from  loss  or  damage.  He  requested  a  return  of 
the  public  property,  both  Ordnance  and  Engineer,  which  I  have  given 
as  existing  January  1.  Those  returns  for  the  fourth  quarter,  1860,  will 
be  forwarded  with  my  quarterly  papers,  signed  as  usual  up  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  quarter.  I  can  sign  no  more,  however,  for  I 
cannot  be  responsible  for  property  of  the  charge  of  which  I  have  been 
forcibly  deprived.  I  have  directed  Ordnance  Sergeant  Walker  to  re- 
port at  Oglethorpe  Barracks  until  further  orders.  The  fort  keeper  I 
have  discharged. 

On  Saturday,  3d  iastant,  the  regular  mail-boat  from  Fernandina  to 
this  place,  by  which  I  intended  to  travel,  was  taken  off  the  line  by  the 
governor  of  Florida  and  ordered,  as  I  was  informed,  to  Saint  Augustine, 
with  a  force  to  seize  the  ordnance  mounted  in  the  water  battery  of  Fort 
Marion  for  the  purpose  of  arming  Fort  Clinch. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  to  the  Department  that  in 
the  present  condition  of  Fort  Clinch  the  Idea  of  arming  it  either  for 
offense  or  defense  is  simply  absurd.  My  presence,  however,  is  neces- 
sary there,  for  I  know  that  I  have  sufficient  influence  in  the  community 
to  prevent  anything  like  spoliation  or  plunder  of  the  public  property  by 
lawless  individuals.  I  shall,  therefore,  return  there  on  Wednesday,  the 
9th  instant.  Previous  to  leaving  that  post,  I  received  assurances  from 
the  principal  citizens  to  the  effect  that  they  would  promptly  put  down 
anything  like  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  unauthorized  mobs  to  take  a 
dime's  worth  of  the  large  amount  of  valuable  material  and  property  at 
the  fort.  They  manifest  a  desire  that  the  work  shall  continue  without 
molestation,  and  this  I  believe  to  be  the  desire  also  of  the  members 
of  the  State  Convention.  I  have  a  force  of  sixty  men  at  work  pushing 
the  masonry  as  rajudly  as  possible.  On  the  authority  of  Department 
letter  of  9th  ultimo,  I  have  continued  th^  work  with  the  funds  in  my 
hands.  The  payments  for  December,  which  will  be  immediately  made, 
will  exhaust  all  funds  in  my  hands  belonging  to  Fort  Clinch,  and  per- 
haps exceed  a  little.  I  have,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  monthly  statement, 
enough  of  other  funds  to  continue  for  the  present ;  but  unless  a  portion 
at  least  of  my  last  estimates  is  sent  to  me,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  close 
my  operations.  I  respectfully  request  instructions.  It  is  necessary  to 
inform  you  that  the  telegraph  is  in  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities, 
and  no  message  of  a  military  or  political  character  is  allowed  to  be  sent 
or  delivered  except  by  i^ermission  of  the  governor.  The  telegram  of  Mr. 
Hirsch  to  Colonel  De  Eussy  was  refused  until  countersigned  by  Gov- 
ernor Brown. 

As  to  the  Savannah  River  improvement,  no  interference  with  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  appropriation  has  been  attempted,  nor  is  any  at 
present  anticipated.  I  have,  however,  directed  the  discharge  of  all  em- 
ployes except  a  watchman.    Fort  Jackson  remains  as  heretofore. 

The  mail  between  Charleston  and  Fernandina  having  been  discon- 
tinued, I  request  that  communications  be  addressed  to  me  via  Savannah. 
Yerj^  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

General  J.  G.  Totten,  Ohief  Engineer j  Washington, 
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1^0.  2. 

Letter  from  Col.  H.  K.  Craig,  Chief  of  Ordnance  U.  S.  Army,  in  reference 
to  transfer  of  detachment  from  the  Charleston  to  Augusta  Arsenal. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Washington  D.  C,  January  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  from  Captain  Elzey  to  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  Army  is  submitted  for  the  perusal  of  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding, and  for  such  action  as  he  may  deem  proper  in  the  case,  with 
the  remarks  that  the  captain  had  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
Colonel  of  Ordnance  had  or  had  not  consulted  higher  authority  on  the 
matter,  even  if  such  consultation,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  had  been  requisite. 

The  Ordnance  detachment  had  been  ejected  from  the  Charleston  Arse- 
nal by  the  treasonable  violence  of  the  State  authorities,  and  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  to  shelter  it  elsewhere.  The  Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga., 
under  the  control  of  this  Department,  where  ample  quarters  are  prepared 
for  its  enlisted  men,  is  the  nearest  acceptable  military  post  to  which  the 
detachment  could  be  sent.  The  order  to  that  effect  was  given  after  a 
full  consideration  of  its  propriety,  and  it  is  believed  that  if  Captain 
Elzey  had  taken  the  pains  to  offer  such  explanations  as  his  information 
warranted,  the  excitement  alWded  to  by  him  need  not  have  occurred, 
or  might  have  been  readily  abated. 
With  much  respect, 

H.  K.  CKAIG, 

Colonel  of  Ordnance. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j  Headquarters. 

[Inclosure.] 

Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga.,  January  11, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  foward  a  field  return  of  a  detachment  of 
Ordnance  which  arrived  at  this  post  last  night  from  Charleston,  S.  C, 
under  command  of  Military  Storekeeper  Humphreys.  He  reported  here 
by  telegraphic  order  from  Colonel  Craig.  This  movement  on  the  part  of 
Colonel  Craig  I  believe  to  be  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment. It  was  injudicious  and  impolitic,  added  much  to  the  excitement  in 
Augusta,  and  was  very  nigh  producing  serious  difficulties  in  this  quarter, 
the  people  believing  it  to  be  a  re-enforcement  to  my  command.  I  had  no 
previous  knowledge  of  it  whatever. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AENOLD  ELZEY, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Post 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  U,  S.  Army,  Washington, -JD.  0. 


ISTo.  3. 


Beports  of  Capt.  Arnold  Elzey,  Second   U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  seizure 

of  Augusta  Arsenal.* 

Headquarters  Augusta,  Ga.,  Arsenal, 

JoMuary  23,  1861 — 1  o^clock  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  am  just  ofBcially  informed  by  the  governor  of  Georgia,  now  in 
Augusta,  supported  by  a  superior  military  force,  that  Georgia  having 

^  See  also  inclosure  to  No.  2,  p.  320. 
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resumed  exclusive  sovereignty  over  her  soil,  it  has  become  his  duty  to 
require  me  to  withdraw  the  troops  under  my  command  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment  from  the  limits  of  the  State.  He  declares  his  in- 
tention to  take  x)ossession  of  the  arsenal,  and  proposes  to  receipt  for  the 
public  property  and  account  for  the  same  on  adjustment  between  the 
State  of  Georgia  and  the  United  States  of  America.  He  further  declares 
that  the  retention  of  the  troops  upon  the  soil  of  Georgia  after  remon- 
strance is,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  an  act  of  hostility,  claiming  that 
the  State  now  is  not  only  at  peace  but  anxious  to  cultivate  the  most 
amicable  relations  with  the  United  States  Government,  and  that  an 
answer  from  me  to  his  demand  is  required  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
An  immediate  answer  to  this  communication  is  respectfully  requested.* 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AEISrOLD  ELZEY, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  TI,  IS.  Army. 


Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga.,  January  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  arsenal  was  surrendered  this 
morning  to  the  governor  of  Georgia  upon  honorable  terms,  herewith  in- 
closed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AKNOLD  ELZEY, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. 

[Inclosure.] 

AuauSTA  Arsenal,  Ga.,  January  24,  1861. 

His  excellency  the  governor  of  Georgia  having  demanded  the  United 
States  Arsenal  at  Augusta,  commanded  by  Capt.  Arnold  Elzey,  Second 
Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  the  following  terms  are  agreed  upon,  to  wit : 

1st.  The  flag  to  be  saluted  and  lowered  by  the  United  States  troops. 

2d.  The  company  to  be  marched  out  with  military  honors  and  to  re- 
tain its  arms  and  company  proj^erty. 

3d.  The  officers  and  soldiers  to  occupy  quarters  until  removed  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  State,  and  to  have  the  use  of  the  post  transportation  to 
and  from  the  city  and  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  privilege  of  obtain- 
ing supplies  from  the  city. 

4th.  The  public  property  to  be  receipted  for  by  the  State  authorities 
and  accounted  for  upon  adjustment  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
the  United  States  of  America. 

5th.  The  troops  to  have  unobstructed  passage  through  and  out  of  the 
State,  by  water,  to  New  York,  via  Savannah. 

JOSEPH  E.  BEOWl^, 

Governor  and  Coimnander-iri- Chief  of  tJie  Army  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

AENOLD  ELZEY, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Augusta  Arsenal. 

*Tlie  answer  is  quoted  in  Elzey's  report  of  February  15, 1861,  p.  322. 
21  R  R 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  15, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  complete  report  of  the  surrender  of  the  United 
States  Arsenal  at  Augusta,  Ga. : 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  January,  ultimo,  I  received  from  the 
governor  of  Georgia,  then  in  Augusta,  backed  by  a  superior  force  of  State 
troops,  numbering  some  six  or  seven  hundred,  a  verbal  demand  of  the 
arsenal,  which  I  refused.  Shortly  after  came  through  his  aide  de-camp 
a  written  demand  in  the  following  terms,  the  substance  of  which  was 
telegraphed  by  me  to  the  War  Department,  to  wit : 

Augusta,  January  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  his  excellency  Governor  Brown  to  say  to  you  that,  Georgia 
having  seceded  from  the  United  States  of  America  and  resumed  exclusive  sovereignty 
over  her  soil,  it  has  become  his  duty  to  require  you  to  withdraw  the  troops  under  your 
command,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  from  the  limits  of  the  State. 

He  proposes  to  take  possession  of  the  arsenal,  and  to  receipt  for  all  public  property 
under  your  charge,  which  will  be  accounted  for  on  adjustment  between  the  >State  of 
Georgia  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

He  begs  to  refer  you  to  the  fact  that  the  retention  of  your  troops  upon  the  soil  of 
Georgia  after  remonstrance  is,  under  the  laws  of  nations,  an  act  of  hostility,  and  he 
claims  that  the  State  is  not  only  at  peace  but  anxious  to  cultivate  the  most  amicable 
relations  with  the  United  States  Government. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  say  that  an  answer  will  be  expected  by  to-niorrow  morn- 
ing at  9  o'clock. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON, 

Aide-de-Camj),  (j^c. 

About  1  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  January,  ultimo,  I  received 
from  the  War  Department  the  following  reply  to  my  telegram,  to  wit: 

Washington,  January  [23,  1861.] 
Capt.  Arnold  Elzey, 

Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga. : 

The  governor  of  Georgia  has  assumed  against  your  post  and  the  United  States  an 
attitude  of  war.  His  summons  is  harsh  and  peremptory.  It  is  not  expected  that  your 
defense  shall  be  desperate.  If  forced  to  surrender  by  violence  or  starvation,  you  will 
stipulate  for  honorable  terms  and  a  free  passage  by  water  with  vour  company  to  New 
York. 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War. 

To  have  resisted  such  a  force,  then  ready  to  attack  me,  with  my 
knowledge  of  large  re-enforcements  at  Savannah  and  Atlanta,  ready  to 
come  up  by  rail  at  a  moment's  warning,  would  have  been  desperation  in 
my  weak  position.  I  therefore  directed  jny  adjutant  to  address  and 
convey  the  following  note  in  reply  to  the  governor's  demand : 

Headquarters  Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga., 

January  24,  1861. 
Col.  H.  R.  Jackson,  A.  D.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  directed  by  Captain  Elzey,  com- 
manding this  post,  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  demands  of  the  governor  of  Georgia,  made 
through  you  yesterday,  requiring  him  to  withdraw  his  command  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State,  he  begs  to  request  an  interview  with  his  excellency  the  governor  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating  honorable  terms  of  surrender  at  as  early  an  hour  this  morning 
as  practicable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  P.  JONES, 
Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery,  Post  Adjutant, 

About  10  o'clock  of  the  same  morning  (24th)  the  governor,  accom- 
panied by  his  staff  and  Brigadier- General  Harris,  commanding  the 
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troops,  rode  up  to  my  quarters  and  were  received  by  me,  wheu  the  fol- 
lowing honorable  terms  were  agreed  upon  and  executed,  to  wit:* 

*  *    -  *  *  *  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARNOLD  ELZEY, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery. 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Oeneral  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Ordinance  Storekeeper  John  M.  Gait,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure 

of  Augusta  Arsenal. 

Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga.,  January  25, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  post  was  surrendered  to  the 
authorities  of  tl^^  State  of  Georgia  on  a  demand  made  by  the  governor 
in  x)erson,  backed  by  a  very  superior  force  of  the  military  of  the  State. 
The  company  of  Second  U.  S.  Artillery  stationed  here  is  under  orders 
for  New  York,  and  as  we  are  required  to  evacuate  the  post  as  soon  as 
practicable,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  immediate  discharge  of 
the  detachment  of  Ordnance,  and  would  request  that  four  or  six  months' 
leave  of  absence  be  granted  to  me.  It  may  be  well  in  making  the 
application  for  leave  of  absence  to  say  that  I  have  had  none  for  four- 
teen years,  with  one  exception,  which  I  did  avail  myself  of  Full  and 
complete  receipts  will  be  taken  for  all  the  public  property  in  my  charge. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  GALT, 
Military  Storekeeper  of  Ordnance. 

Col.  H.  K.  Craio,  Ordnance  Office,  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Capt.  Wm.  H.  C.  Whiting,  If.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  seiz- 
ure of  Oglethorpe  Barracks  and  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  Engineer  Office, 

Savannah,  January  28,  1861. 

General  :  I  arrived  here  this  evening  from  Fort  Clinch.  I  left  that 
post  in  charge  of  Mr.  James  A.  Walker  as  fort  keeper.  A  copy  of  my 
instructions  to  him  is  forwarded  herewith. 

Previous  to  leaving  Fernandiua  I  received  verbal  assurance  from  a 
member  of  the  governor's  council  that  the  property  at  Fort  Clinch  would 
not  be  disturbed  by  the  State,  and  that  the  work  would  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  charge  of  the  United  States  fort-keepers  in  statu  quo.  On 
my  arrival  here  I  found  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Georgia  had 
taken  possession  of  all  the  works  under  my  charge  in  the  State,  and  had 
formally  assumed  the  control  of  Oglethorjpe  Barracks.  I  forward  here- 
with a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Colonel  A.  R.  Lawton,  of  the 
Georgia  troops.  Ordnance  Sergeant  Burt  having  refused  to  surrender, 
his  storeroom  was  taken  possession  of,  and  on  his  reporting  to  me  I 
gave  him  orders  to  make  no  furtber  resistance.     Both  Ordnance  Sergeant 

*  See  inclosure  to  report  of  Januarjr  24,  1861,  p.  321, 
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Walker,  late  at  Fort  Pulaski,  and  Ordnance  Sergeant  Burt  are  now  at 
the  barracks,  where  they  are  permitted  to  remain.     My  command  hav- 
ing been  forcibly  interrupted,  I  can  give  them  no  further  orders,  and 
must  leave  the  disposition  of  them  to  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
General  J .  G.  Totten,  Chuif  of  Engineers. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Savannah,  January  28,  1861. 
Captain  Whiting,  U.  S.  Engineers  : 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  to  take  possession  of  Oglethorpe  Barracks,  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  in  your  absence  from  this  city  posses- 
sion has  been  taken.  The  occupants  will  not  be  disturbed  at  present, 
and  you  will  please  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  occupy,  with  your 
emi)loyes,  such  apartments  as  are  necessary  for  your  convenience  while 
you  are  closing  up  your  business  here.  The  steamer  Ida  and  ap])ur- 
tenances  have  also  been  taken  possession  of  under  the  same  authority. 
This,  I  believe,  includes  all  the  property  held  by  you  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  as  military  engineer  of  the  IJnited  States,  but  does  not  include 
any  light-house  property. 

You  have  been  already  notified,  informally,  that  Forts  Pulaski  and 
Jackson  had  been  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  State  of  Georgia  under 
my  command. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  11.  LAWTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  E.  Burt,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Ogle- 
thorpe Barracks,  Savannah. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  an  order  which  was  handed  to  me 
yesterday. 

I  refused  to  recognize  Colonel  Lawton's  authority,  or  to  allow  Lieu- 
tenant Bassinger  to  interfere  with  the  barracks  or  public  property. 

Lieutenant  Bassinger,  on  my  refusal  to  agree  to  comply  with  the  order 
which  he  gave  me,  called  on  and  obtained  assistance  from  the  city  police 
and  fastened  up  my  public  storeroom.  The  barracks  are  now  under  the 
charge  of  the  police. 

I  do  not  think  the  State  authorities  design  taking  the  stores  from  here 
at  present,  or  that  they  will  molest  me  so  long  as  I  allow  them  to  keep 
my  storeroom  fastened. 

Lieutenant  Bassinger,  an  officer  of  the  State,  offered  "to  give  me  any 
writing  I  might  desire  in  relation  [to]  the  post  and  stores,  but  I  refused 
to  take  any,  or  to  give  him  any  information.  Please  inform  me  if  I  am 
to  act  different  from  what  I  have. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BURT, 
Ordnance  Sergeant,  U.  S.  Army. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  S,  Army,  Washington,  J),  (7. 
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[Inclosure.]  » 

Savannah,  January  26,  1 86 1 . 
Lieut.  VV.  S.  Bassingek: 

Sir:  You  will  immediately  take  possession  of  Ogletlioipe  Barracks, 
in  this  city,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  under  orders  of 
the  commander-in- chief. 

The  present  occupants  are  hot  to  be  disturbed,  providied  they  agree  to 
remain  subject  to  my  orders,  or  to  any  proper  authority  of  this  State. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A    E.  LAWTON, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


CHAPTER    III. 

THE  SECESSION  OF  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


January  4-20,  1861. 


sxjm:m:a.ry  of-  the  i^riistcif^l  bveustts. 

January    4,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon  seized  by  State  troops. 

5,  1661. — Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  seized  by  State  troops. 

9,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in  Mississippi. 
11,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  in  Alabama. 
20,  1861. — Fort  on  Ship  Island,  Miss.,  seized  by  State  troops. 

REJPORTS,    ETC. 

No.  1. — Letter  from  Secretary  of  War  to  Hon.  D.  Clopton,  declining  to  furnish  plans  of 

Mount  Vernon  Arsenal. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Jesse  L.  Reno,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department,  of  the  seizure  of  Mount 

Votrnon  Arsenal. 
No.  3. — Ordnance  Sergeant  S.  Patterson,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort  Morgan. 
No.  4. — Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Alabama  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
No.  5. — Lieut.  F.  E.  Prime,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  seizure  of  fort  on  Ship 

Island,  Miss. 
No.  6. — Lieut.  C.  B.  Reese,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  formal  occupation  of  Fort 

Gaines  by  the  State  troops. 

No.  1. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Hon.  D.  Clopton. 

War  Department, 
Washington^  January  3,  1861. 

Hon.  David  Olopton,  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youx  letter  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  asking  for  the  plat  and  plan  of  the  magazines  at  Mount 
Vernon  Arsenal,  Alabama.  In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  I  would  (jheer- 
fully  comply  with  your  request  did  not  the  interests  of  the  service  in  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  forbid  the  publication  of  information  of  that 
description. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Se(yretary  of  War  ad  interim. 
32G 
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^O,  2. 

Report  of  Gapf.  Jesse  L,  Reno,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department^  of  the  seizure 

of  Mount  Vernon  Arsenal, 

Mount  Yernon  Arsenal,  January  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  arsenal  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  four  companies  of  volunteers  from  Mobile  at  daylight  this 
morning.  I  did  not  make,  nor  could  I  have  made,  any  resistance,  as 
they  had  scaled  the  walls  and  taken  possession  before  I  knew  anything 
about  the  movement. 

The  governor  has  demanded  all  the  public  property,  and  his  men  now 
have  entire  possession  of  the  arsenal. 

I  telegraphed  to  you  to-day  for  orders  as  to  what  disposition  is  to  be 
made  of  the  enlisted  men  and  of  myself.  If,  unfortunately,  my  telegram 
should  not  be  answered,  I  will  wait  here  a  few  days  in  hopes  of  hearing 
from  you ;  but  in  the  event  the  mails  should  be  stopped,  I  will  discharge 
all  those  that  desire  it,  and  bring  the  others  with  me  to  Washington. 

The  men  have  not  been  paid,  and  I  fear  that  now  there  is  no  prospect 
of  it  at  present. 

I  shall  probably  leave  hereby  thB  11th  instant,  unless  I  should  receive 
other  orders.  As  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  hold  this  place  with  my 
seventeen  men,  I  trust  that  the  Department  will  not  hold  me  responsible 
for  this  unexpected  catastrophe. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  EENO, 


Oapt.  Wm.  Maynadier,  Ordnance  Office, 


Captain^  Ordnance, 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  8.  Patterson,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of 

Fort  Morgan, 

Mobile,  January  5,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  superseded  by  Colonel  Todd,  of  the  Militia 
of  Alabama,  and  he  took  and  receipted  for  all  the  property  belonging  to 
the  Ordnance  Department  and  fort. 
I  wait  for  orders  from  the  Adjutant-General. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  PATTEESOIT, 
Ordnance  Sergeant,  U,  8,  Army, 
The  Adjutant-General. 


No.  4. 


Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Alabama  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Executive  Department, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  4  [*?],  1861. 

To  his  Excellency  James  Buchanan,  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  In  a  spirit  of  frankness  I  hasten  to  inform  you  by  letter  th"at  by 
my  order  Fort  Morgan  and  Fort  Gaines,  and  the  United  States  Arsenal 
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at  MouDt  Veniou  were  on  yesterday  *  peacefully  occupied,  and  are  now 
held  by  the  troops  of  the  State  of  Alabama.  That  this  act  on  my  part 
may  not  be  misunderstood  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  1 
proceed  to  state  the  motives  which  have  induced  it,  and  the  reasons 
which  justify  it,  and  also  the  course  of  conduct  with  which  I  design  to 
follow  that  act. 

A  convention  of  the  people  of  this  State  will,  in  i^ursu^nce  of  a  previ- 
ously-enacted law,  assemble  on  the  7th  instant.  I  was  fully  convinced 
by  the  evidences  which  I  had  that  that  convention  would  at  an  early 
day,  in  the  exercise  of  an  authority  which  in  my  judgment  of  right  be- 
longs to  it,  withdraw  the  State  of  Alabama  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  place  it  in  the  attitude  of  a  separate  and  independent 
power.  Being  thus  convinced  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  every  pre- 
cautionary step  to  make  the  secession  of  the  State  peaceful,  and  prevent 
detriment  to  her  people. 

While  entertaining  such  a  conviction  as  to  my  duty,  I  received  such 
information  as  left  but  little,  if  any,  room  to  doubt  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  anticipating  the  secession  of  Alabama,  and  pre- 
paring to  maintain  its  authority  within  this  State  by  force,  even  to  the 
shedding  of  the  blood  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  the  people,  was 
about  to  re-enforce  those  forts  and  put  a  guard  over  the  arsenal.  Hav- 
ing that  information,  it  was  but  an  act  of  self-defense,  and  the  i)lainest 
dictate  of  prudence,  to  anticipate  and  guard  against  the  contemplated 
movement  of  the  authorities  of  the  General  Government.  Appreciating, 
as  I  am  sure  you  do,  the  courage  and  spirit  of  our  people,  you  must  be 
sensible  that  no  attempt  at  the  coercion  of  the  State,  or  at  the  enforce- 
ment by  military  power  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States  within  its 
jurisdiction  in  contravention  of  the  ordinance  of  secession  can  be  effect- 
ual, unless  our  utmost  capacity  for  resistance  can  be  exhausted.  It 
would  have  been  an  unwise  policy,  suicidal  in  its  character,  to  have  per- 
mitted the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  have  mader  undisturbed 
preparations  within  this  State  to  enforce  by  war  and  bloodshed  an 
authority  which  it  is  the  fixed  purpose  of  the  people  of  the  State  to 
resist  to  the  uttermost  of  their  power.  A  policy  so  manifestly  unwise 
would  probably  have  been  overruled  by  an  excited  and  discontented 
people,  and  popular  violence  might  have  accomplished  that  which  ha^ 
been  done  by  the  State  much  more  appropriately  and  much  more  con- 
sistently with  the  prospect  of  peace  and  the  interests  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

The  purpose  with  which  my  order  was  given  and  has  been  executed 
was  to  avoid  and  not  to  provoke  hostilities  between  the  State  and  Fed- 
eral Government.  There  is  no  object,  save  the  honor  and  independence 
of  my  State,  which  is  by  me  so  ardently  desired  as  the  preservation  of 
amicable  relations  between  this  State  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  secession  of  the  State,  made  necessary  by  the  conduct 
of  others,  may  be  peaceful  is  my  prayer  as  well  as  the  prayer  of  every 
patriotic  man  in  the  State. 

An  inventory  of  the  property  in  the  forts  and  arsenal  has  been  ordered, 
and  the  strictest  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  injury  or  destruction 
of  it  while  peaceable  relations  continue  to  subsist,  as  I  trust  they  will. 
The  forts  and  arsenal  will  be  held  by  my  order  only  for  the  precaution- 
ary purpose  for  which  they  were  taken,  and  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  convention  of  the  people  to  assemble  on  the  7th  instant. 

With  distinguished  consideration,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  MOOEE. 

*  But  see  dates  iu  Summary  of  Events,  p.  326. 
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Ko.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Fredericlc  JE,  Frime^  U.  iS.  Corps  of  Engineers^  of  the  seiz- 
ure of  fort  on  tShip  Island^  Miss. 

BiLOXi,  Miss.,  January  30,  1 8G1 . 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  works  at  Shijp  Iskiiid  wen^ 
visited  by  an  armed  body  of  men  on  the  forenoon  of  the  13th  instant. 
They  stated  to  the  overseer  that  their  object  was  to  take  possession  of  the 
works,  and,  also,  that  they  were  acting  on  their  own  responsibility.  Aftei' 
a  short  stay  on  the  island,  they  left  without  interfering  in  any  way  witli 
the  work.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  another  party,  also  armed, 
landed  at  Ship  Island ;  their  statement  to  the  overseer  was  the  same  as 
that  made  by  the  first  party.  A  flag  was  hoisted  previous  to  their  de 
parture  that  evening.  Ten  men  were  left  on  the  island,  who  occupied  a 
vacant  engineer  building.  As  no  interference  was  attempted  on  their 
part,  operations  were  continued,  so  as  to  close  the  works  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  a  third  armed  body  of  men 
took  forcible  possession  of  the  works  and  engineer  property  at  Ship 
Island.  From  that  moment  I  considered  myself  relieved  from  all  connec- 
tion with  those  works.  The  forcible  seizure  on  the  18th  instant  of  the 
works  and  engineer  property  on  east  end  of  Dauphin  Island  (reported  to 
the  Department  by  Lieutenant  Eeese)  has,  in  like  manner,  relieved  me 
from  all  responsibility  respecting  Fort  Gaines.  The  forcible  occupation 
of  Fort  Morgan  and  my  arrest  at  Pensacola  have,  I  consider,  relieved  me 
from  all  coimection  with  my  other  works,  unless  it  be  Fort  Pickens,  now 
garrisoned  by  the  line  of  the  Army.  My  duties  are  thus  restricted  to 
the  settlement  of  outstanding  liabilities  against  the  works  formerly  in  my 
charge.  Should  the  Department,  however,  consider  that  I  have,  or  may 
have  hereafter,  other  duties  to  discharge  with  respect  to  these  works, 
I  would  respectfully  request  that  I  be  furnished  with  instructions  to 
that  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEEDEEICK  E.  PEIME, 

First  Lieutenant^  Engineers. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Totten,  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Capt.  H.  G.  Wright: 

Dear  Captain  :  Dame  Eumor  says  all  the  expeditions  to  capture  Shi]) 
Island  have  been  made  without  any  authority  from  the  governor,  and 
have  not  as  yet  received  his  sanction.  » 

F.  E.  P. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Lieut.  C.  B.  Eeese,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  formal  occu- 
pation of  Fort  Gaines  by  State  troops. 

,  Mobile,  Ala.,  January  19,  18G1. 

Sir:  I  have  to  state  that  Fort  Gaines  was  formally  taken  possession 
of  in  name  of  the  State  of  Alabama  yesterday.  I  was  about  to  send  all 
the  hands  off  on  a  steamer  chartered  for  the  purpose;  some  provisions, 
&c.,  were  also  to  [be]  taken  to  Mobile  and  sold.  Colonel  Todd,  of  the  State 
militia,  arrived  there  in  a  small  boat  with  four  or  five  officers,  at  about 


330  THE  SECESSION  OF  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI.         [CHAi».  m. 

fche  same  time  that  the  steamer  came  to  take  the  hands,  provisions  &c 
and  prevented  the  shipment  of  anything  but  personal  property,  and  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  fort  and  all  propertv  pertaining  thereto.  I 
gave  the  sub-overseer  directions  to  turn  over  keys,  &c.  Colonel  Todd 
informed  me  that  about  30  men  would  be  left  there  that  day.  Fort  Mor- 
gan has  now,  I  think,  at  least  400  and  perhaps  500  men. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  REESE, 

^  ,  T  v.   „,  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

General  J.  G.  Totten,  Chief  of  Engineers, 


CHAPTER    IV. 

OPERATIONS  IN  FLORIDA. 


January  6- August  31,  1861. 


January    6,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Apalachicola  seized  by  State  troops. 
7,  1861. — Fort  Marion,  Saint  Augustine,  seized  by  State  troops. 
10,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted. 

U.  S.  troops  transferred  from  Barrancas  Barracks  to  Fort  Pickens, 
Pensacola  Harbor. 
12,  1861. — Barrancas  Barracks,  Forts  Barrancas  and  McRee,  and  the  navy- 
«  yard,  Pensacola,  seized  by  State  troops. 

Surrender  of  Fort  Pickens  demanded. 

14,  1861. — Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  garrisoned  by  United  States  troops. 

15,  1861. — Second  demand  for  surrender  of  Fort  Pickens. 

18,  1861. — Fort  Jefferson,  Tortugas,  garrisoned  by  United  States  troops. 

Third  demand  for  surrender  of  Fort  Pickens. 
24,  1861. — Ee-euforcements  for  Fort  Pickens  sail  from  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
February  6,  1861. — U.  S.  steamer  Brooklyn  arrives  off  Pensacola  Avith  re-enforcements 

for  Fort  Pickens. 
March     11,  1861. — Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  Con- 
federate forces. 
21,  1861. — Seizure  of  the  sloop  Isabella. 
April        7,  1861. — Ee-enforcements  for  Fort  Pickens  sail  from  New  York. 

12,  1861. — Ee-enforcements  from  Fort  Monroe,  and  detachment  of  marines, 

landed  at  Fort  Pickens. 

13,  1861. — Bvt.  Col.  Harvey  Brown,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  assumes  command 

of  the  Department  of  Florida. 
17,  1861. — Ee-enforcements  from  New  York  arrive  at  Fort  Pickens. 
August     5,  1861.— The  Alvarado  burned  off  Fernandina,  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Vin- 
cennes. 

REFORTS. 

No.  1.— Ordnance  Sergeant  E.  Powell,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  U.  S.  Arsenal 
at  Apalachicola. 

No;  2.— Ordnance  Sergeant  Henry  Douglas,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort  Manon, 
Saint  Augustine. 

No.  3.— Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  transfer  of  his  command 
from  Barrancas  Barracks  to  Fort  Pickens,  and  subsequent  events  (to  Febru- 
ary 5,  1861)  in  Pensacola  Harbor. 

33] 
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No.  4.— Capt.  Joliii  M.  Braunan,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  in  lefereuce  to  occupation  of 
Fort.  Taylor,  Key  West. 

IS^o.  5.— Bvt.  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  occupation  of  Fort  JefTer- 
son,  Tortugas. 

]f  o.  C— Capt.  E.  Yuell,  assistaoit  commissary  subsistence,  C.  S.  Ariny,  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Alvarado  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Viu (tonnes. 

Ko.  1. 

Reports  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  U,  Powell,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of 

U.  S.  Arsenal  at  ApalacMcola, 

Ghattahoochee,  January  6  ,1861. 

The  arsenal  has  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  State  this  morningj 
7  o'clock.  My  forces  too  weak  to  defend  it.  I  have  refused  keys 
of  magazine  and  armory.    Answer,  with  instructions. 

E.  POWELL,  U.  8.  Arsenal 

Captain  Maynadier,  Chief  Ordnance  Department, 


U.  S.  Arsenal,  Chattahoochee,  Fla., 

January  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  order  given 
to  Colonel  Dunn,  the  commander  of  the  troops  which  took  possession 
of  this  arsenal.     I  telegraphed  this  morning  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  E.  POWELL, 

Ordnance  Sergeant,  U.  8.  Army. 
Capt.  W.  Maynadier,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  D.  C. 

flnclosure.] 

State  of  Florida,  Executive  Chamber, 

Tallahassee,  January  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  Reposing  special  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  discretion,  and 
integrity,  I  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you  to  raise  a  company  of 
picked  men  and  proceed  to  the  Apalachicola  River  and  seize  and  pos- 
sess the  arsenal,  arms,  ammunition,  stores,  buildings,  and  other  prop- 
erty now  in  the  possession  of  the  General  Government,  and  retain  the 
same  subject  to  my  orders.  You  are  requested  to  act  with  secrecy  and 
discretion.  You  are  further  authorized  to  call  out  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment Florida  Militia  for  all  aid  in  its  power  to  render  that  you  may 
deem  necessary  to  retain  occupation  of  said  arsenal. 

M.  S.  PERRY. 

By  the  governor  State  Florida : 

T.  S.  YiLLEPiGUE,  Secretary  of  State. 


QuiNCY,  Fla.,  January  6,  1861, 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  telegraphed  this  morning  from  Chat- 
tahoochee, and  finding  that  I  could  get  no  answer,  I  came  to  this  place 
and  thought  probably  I  might  get  an  answer  from  you  by  writing  from 
here.  I  informed  you  that  the  Florida  troops  had  taken  possession  of 
the  arsenal,  and  my  force  being  so  weak  I  was  unable  to  offer  any  resist- 
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ance.  I  mailed  a  copy  of  the  governor's  order,  &c.,  this  morning  at 
Chattahoochee,  but  finding  that  it  would  not  be  forwarded  on  account 
of  the  excitement — they  have  taken  all  the  public  i^roperty  in  spite  of 
all  I  could  do — I  refused  giving  up  the  keys,  but  the  governor  tele- 
graphed to  the  commanding  ofificei'  to  insist  on  the  delivery  of  the  same, 
and  I  was  compelled  to  give  them  up.  I  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
advice  as  to  what  disposition  I  shall  make  of  myself  and  men. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  POWELL, 
Ordnance  Sergeant^  U.  8.  Army. 

Capt.  W.  Maynadier,  WasMngtori,  B,  G. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  Henry  Douglas^  U.  8.  Army,  of  the  seizure 

of  Fort  Marion^  8aint  Augustine. 

Saint  Augustine,  East  Florida, 

January  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  obliged  to  perform  what  is  to  me  a  painful  duty,  viz,  to 
report  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  that  all  the  military  stores  at  this  place 
were  seized  this  morning  by  the  order  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Florida.  A  companj'  of  volunteer  soldiers  marched  to  the  barracks 
and  took  possession  of  me,  aud  demanded  peaceable  possession  of  the 
keys  of  the  fort  and  magazine.  I  demanded  them  to  show  me  their 
authority.  An  aide-de-camp  of  the  governor  showed  me  his  letter  of 
instructions  authorizing  him  to  seize  the  property,  and  directing  him  to 
use  what  force  might  be  necessary. 

Upon  reflection  I  decided  that  the  only  alternative  for  me  was  to 
dehver  the  keys,  under  protest,  and  demand  a  receipt  for  the  property. 
One  thing  certain,  with  the  exception  of  the  guns  composing  the  arma- 
ment of  the  water  battery,  the  property  seized  is  of  no  great  value.  The 
gentleman  acting  under  the  governor's  instructions  has  promised  to  re- 
ceipt to  me  for  the  stores. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  DOUGLAS, 
Ordnance  Sergeant,  U.  8.  Army. 

Col.  H.  K.  Craig,  ' 

CMef  of  Ordnance  Department,  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  3. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Adam  J.  Slemmer,  First  U.  8.  Artillery,  of  the  transfer 
of  his  command  from  Barrancas  Barraclcs  to  Fort  Pickens,  and  subse- 
quent events  (to  February  5,  1861)  in  Pensacola  Harbor. 

Barrancas  Barracks,  Fla., 

January  8,  1861. 

Sir:  There  are  rumors  that  the  citizens  of  Florida  and  Alabama 
intend  taking  possession  of  the  fortifications  in  this  harbor.  They  have 
already  taken  those  at  Mobile  and  Savannah.  1  am  stationed  witli  one 
(^ompaiiy  (G,  First  Artillery)  at  Barrancas  Barracks,  having  also  Fort 
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Barrancas  in  charge.  There  are  no  accommodations  for  troops  in  the  fort. 
Fort  Pickens  (unoccupied)  commands  the  harbor,  and  should  that  work 
be  taken  possession  of,  our  position  would  be  useless  as  far  as  any  protec- 
tion to  the  harbor  goes.  Please  furnish  me  wi,th  orders  for  my  direction 
in  the  case  before  me.  I  have  already  telegraphed  to  the  same  effect. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery^  Commandimj. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  January  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  this  date,  I  removed  my 
command  from  Barrancas  Barracks,  Fla.,  to  Fort  Pickens,  under  special 
instructions  received  the  previous  day  from  the  General-in-Chief. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery j  GommandiTig  Post. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General  U.  8.  Army. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  February  5,  18G1. 

Sir  :  Having  heard  rumors  that  the  forts  and  other  jmblic  property  in 
Pensacola  Harbor  were  to  be  seized  by  troops  under  the  orders  of  the 
governor  of  Florida,  and  having  been  advised  of  the  seizure  of  the 
forts  in  Mobile  Bay,  I  deemed  it  proper,  having  received  no  instructions 
from  Washington,  to  endeavor  to  prevent,  by  all  the  means  in  my  power, 
a  like  seizure  here. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Gil- 
man,  I  called  upon  the  commander  of  the  navy-yard.  Commodore  Arm- 
strong, to  consult  with  him  in  reference  to  some  plan  to  be  adopted  to 
insure  the  safety  of  the  public  property.  We  had  a  similar  consultation 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  and  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  Tlie 
commodore,  in  the  absence  of  any  orders,  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  co- 
operate with  us. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  removed  all  the  powder  from  the  magazine 
in  the  Spanish  battery  of  Fort  Barrancas  to  the  inner  magazines,  because, 
from  its  exposed  i^osition,  it  was  liable  to  seizure  at  any  moment.  I  also 
caused  all  the  batteries  to  be  put  in  working  order,  and  at  night  placed 
a  sergeant's  guard  in  the  fort  with  the  drawbridge  raised.  That  night 
a  body  of  men  (about  twenty  in  number)  came  to  the  fort  with  the  evi- 
dent intention  of  taking  possession.  The  corporal  of  the  guard  caused 
the  alarm  to  be  given,  upon  which  the  assailants  retreated  precipitately. 
The  guard  was  immediately  strengthened  by  half  the  company',  but 
nothing  further  occurred  that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  received  through  the  mail  a  letter,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  3,  1861. 
First  Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer, 

First  Artillery,  or  Commanding  Officer  Barrancas  Barraclcs,  Fla.  : 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  take  measures  to  do  the  utmost  in  your 
power  to  prevent  the  seizure  of  either  of  the  forts  in  Pensacola  Harbor  by  surprise  or 
assault,  consulting  first  with  the  commander  of  the  navy-yard,  who  will  probably  have 
received  instructions  to  co-operate  with  you. 

•     I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  LAY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  A.  J).  C, 
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Immediately  on  its  receptioD,  accompanied  b}^  Lieutenant  Oilman,  I 
called  on  CoDimodore  Armstrong  to  consult  with  him.  He  had  received 
orders  to  co-operate  with  me.  We  decided  that  with  our  limited  means 
of  defense  we  could  hold  but  one  fort,  and  that  should  be  Fort  Pickens^ 
as  it  commanded  completely  the  harbor  and  the  foits,  and  also  the 
navy-yard,  and,  in  case  of  necessity,  could  be  more  readily  re-eriforced 
than  either  of  the  others,  and  presented  the  best  means  of  defense.  In 
order  to  act  on  this  decision,  the  commodore  promised  to  send  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Wyandotte  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  to  take  us  over,  to  give  us  all 
the  men  he  could  possibly  spare,  and  to  allow  the  steamer  Wyandotte 
and  the  storeship  Supply  to  anchor  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  in  order 
to  protect  the  land  approach. 

At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  I  came  with  the  greater  part  of  my  command,  Com- 
pany G,  First  Artillery,  to  Fort  Pickens  to  mount  guns  and  make  nec- 
essary preparations  for  defense,  leaving  Lieutenant  Gilman  at  Barran- 
cas Barracks  with  the  remainder  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  removal.  At  1  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Gilman,  seeing  no  signs  of  the  prom- 
ised assistance,  called  to  see  the  commodore,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  the  only  assistance  he  could  afford  would  be  to  furnish  some  pro- 
visions and  take  the  command  over,  which  fact  Lieutenant  Gilman  re- 
ported to  me  at  Fort  Pickens.  I  immediately  stopped  all  work,  sent 
the  men  back,  and  with  Lieutenant  Gilman  went  to  see  the  commodore. 
I  stated  that  I  had  been  deceived  by  him  j  that  he  had  promised  me 
men  and  the  co-operation  of  the  two  vessels  of  war,  besides  the  mere 
fact  of  giving  us  provisions  and  taking  us  over ;  that  with  my  command, 
only  46  strong,  I  should  never  dream  of  defending  so  large  a  work,  cal- 
culated for  upwards  of  1,200  men;  that  I  had  been  at  work  on  that 
promise,  and  had  thus  lost  a  day's  time  in  the  i)reparation  of  Fort  Bar- 
rancas for  defense ;  that  he  had  distinctly  promised  me  what  I  assever- 
ated. The  commodore  then  sent  f6r  Commander  Farrand,  Lieutenant 
Renshaw,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Berryman,  and  gave  instructions 
for  carrying  out  the  original  design. 

Captain  Berryman,  oi*  the  steamer  Wyandotte,  promised  to  be  ready 
to  leave  his  wharf  at  5  p.  m.,  at  which  time  all  should  be  in  readiness  at 
the  Barrancas  wharf  for  removal.  I  immediately  returned  to  Barran- 
cas Barracks  to  make  preparations.  As  time  was  very  limited  all  means 
were  used  to  place  the  public  property  on  the  wharf  for  removal. 
jSTight  came,  and  yet  no  signs  of  assistance.  The  company  labored  un- 
til 12  m.,  when  a  heavy  fog  coming  in  rendered  it  highly  imi)robable 
that  the  steamer  would  come  that  night.  At  8  a.  m.  on  the  10th  a  flat- 
boat  was  sent  to  the  wharf,  which  was  loaded,  as  well  as  all  the  small 
boats  which  could  be  had.  We  were  landed  at  Fort  Pickens  at  about 
10^  a.  m.  On  the  way  over,  Captain  Berryman  turned  over  to  me  thirty 
ordinary  seamen  from  the  yard,  without  arms  or  equipments  of  any  kind= 
We  labored  all  day  until  night  carrying  up  the  stores  to  the  fort,  and 
arranging  for  its  defense.  I  directed  that  all  the  powder  in  Fort  Bar- 
rancas should  be  taken  out  and  rolled  to  the  beach,  for  transportation 
if  possible ;  if  not,  for  destruction.  Nearly  all  the  powder  and  all  the 
fixed  ammunition  for  the  field  battery  was  brought  over  that  day.  All 
the  guns  bearing  on  the  bay  were  spiked  by  my  orders,  in  position,  as 
I  had  neither  means  nor  time  to  dismount  them.  The  provisions  required 
were,  by  agreement  with  the  commodore,  to  be  drawn  from  the  Supply 
as  they  were  wanted,  instead  of  sending  them  from  the  yard  j  yet,  almost 
the  instant  we  landed  the  master  of  the  yard  came  with  some  small 
stores  in  a  barge,  biinging  with  him  an  order  from  Commodore  Arm- 
strong to  land  the  stores  immediately  and  proceed  to  anchor  off'  the 
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center  wharf  of  the  yard.    As  I  was  not  ready  to  receive  the  stores,  the 
Supply  remained  at  her  anchor  that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  I  was  informed  by  Captain  Walke  that 
he  had  received  another  order  from  Commodore  Armstrong  to  deliver 
the  stores  and  return  to  the  navy-yard.  Captain  Berryman  also  told 
me  that  he  expected  to  sail  that  evening  or  the  next  morning  for  the 
south  side  of  Cuba.  I  immediately  caused  the  following  note  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  J^he  commodore  by  my  acting  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Gilman  : 

FoKT  Pickens,  Fla.,  January  11,  1861. 
Commodore  James  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy  : 

Sir  :  I  understaud  that  it  is  your  intention  to  Avithdraw  from  tins  fort  the  protec- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Wyandotte  and  the  storeship  Supply,  contrary  to  the  agree- 
ment between  you  and  myself  day  before  yesterday.  I  again  have  the  honor  to  state, 
as  I  did  to  you  in  presence  of  several  officers  at  our  last  interview,  that  without  the 
aid  of  those  vessels  it  will  be  utterly  impossible,  in  my  opinion,  for  me  to  protect  this 
harbor,  and  I  shall  therefore,  in  case  this  assistance  is  withdrawn,  instantly  relin- 
quish all  hope  of  defending  the  place,  and  report  the  state  of  affairs  immediately  by 
a  messenger  to  Washington.  I  most  respectfully  request  an  immediate  answer  as  to 
whether  the  assistance  above  referred  to  is  to  be  withdrawn  or  not. 
I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(By  order  of  A.  J.  Slemmer,  First  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens :) 

J.  H.  GILMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Acting  Adjutant  of  the  Post. 

To  which  the  commodore  replied  as  follows : 

CoMMAjsTD ant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy-Yard,  Pensacola, 

Warrington,  January  11,  1861. 
Liftut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  U.  S.  Armij,  Commanding  at  Fort  Pickens,  Fla. : 

Sir:  In  rei)ly  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I  have  to  state  that  the  U.  S. 
storeshi])  Supply  was  sent  to  Fort  Pickens  by  my  order  merely  to  convey  the  pro- 
visions you  required  and  to  return  to  this  navy-yard.  The  Supply  is  not  a  vessel 
of  war,  and  having  been  sent  to  this  station  on  the  special  service  of  conveying  stores 
and  coal  to  Vera  Cruz  for  the  \ressels  of  the  home  squadron  stationed  there,  it  is  my 
duty  to  dispatch  her  to  that  port  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable,  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Navy  Department,  from  which  orders  I  can- 
not deviate  further. 

The  steamer  Wyandotte  may  be  retained,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  you, 
until  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ARMSTRONG, 

Commandant. 

The  Wyandotte  and  Supply  remained  at  anchor  under  the  fort  that 
night.  Captain  Berryman  sent  me  during  the  evening  thirty  muskets 
aud  bayonets  to  arm  the  ordinary  seamen,  which  he  had  procured  after 
some  difficulty  from  the  navy-yard.  He  also  had  for  me  some  musket 
cartridges  which  were  promised  me  from  the  yard,  as  my  supply  was 
limited. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  Captain  Walke,  of  the  Supply,  showed 
me  a  communication  to  him  from  the  commodore,  saying  that  the  yard 
was  besieged,  and  that  when  attacked  the  Supply  must  immediately 
.  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz.  I  received  no  information  from  the  yard  what- 
ever of  the  fact.  I  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  the  commodore,  to 
this  purport : 

Commodore  James  Armstrong, 

Commandant  U.  S.  Navy- Yard,  Warrington,  Fla.: 

Sir:   1  am  informed  that  the  navy-yard  is  besieged.     In  case  you   determine  to 
capitulate,  please  send  me  the  marines  to  strengthen  my  command. 
I  ain,  sir,  very  resi)ectfullY,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens, 
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To  which  I  received  no  reply.  Several  hours  after  this  the  United 
States  flag  was  lowered  from  the  navy -yard.  The  Supply  was  towed 
outside  by  the  Wyandotte,  and  both  vessels  remained  anchored  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  five  miles.  That  night  Captain  Berry  man  told  me  that 
his  orders  of  the  previous  evening  were  to  co-operate  with  me,  but  es- 
pecially that  he  must  not  fire  a  gun  unless  his  vessel  was  attacked.  He 
could  offer  me  no  assistance  in  case  I  were  assaulted.  Left  thus  entirely 
to  depend  on  ourselves  for  defense — eighty-one  men,  including  officers — 
active  preparations  were  made  for  flank  defense,  the  guns  being  loaded 
with  grape  and  canister,  and  the  embrasures  closed  as  well  as  possible. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  that  there  was  not  a  single  embrasure  shutter 
in  the  fort.  I  caused  some  to  be  constructed,  and  others  to  be  taken 
from  Fort  McEee  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Just  after  retreat  four  gen- 
tlemen (three  in  military  clothing)  presented  themselves  at  the  gate, 
and  demanded  admittance  as  citizens  of  Florida  and  Alabama.  They 
were  told  that  by  order  no  person  was  permitted  to  enter  the  fort.  They 
then  asked  to  see  the  commanding  officer.  I  immediately  went  to  the 
gate,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Oilman.  Mr.  Abert,  engineer  of  the 
yard,  presented  Captain  Kandolph,  Major  Marks,  and  Lieutenant  Rut- 
ledge.  After  a  pause.  Captain  Randolph  said,  "  We  have  been  sent  to 
demand  a  peaceable  surrender  of  this  fort  by  the  governors  of  Florida 
and  Alabama."  To  which  I  replied  that  I  was  here  under  the  orders  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by  direction  of  the  General -in- 
Chief  of  the  Army ;  that  I  recognized  no  right  of  any  governor  to  demand 
a  surrender  of  United  States  property  j  that  my  orders  were  distinct  and 
explicit.    They  immediately  withdrew. 

At  12  o'clock  at  night  the  men  were  paraded  and  told  oft*  to  the  dif- 
ferent batteries  in  anticipation  of  an  attack,  slow-match  lighted,  with  lan- 
yards and  port  fires  in  hand  ready  to  fire.  Ko  signs  of  an  attack  5  night 
very  dark  and  rainy.  We  still  labored  on  the  13th  strengthening  our 
position,  and  at  night  threw  out  sentinels  beyond  the  glacis.  Men  stood 
at  the  guns  as  on  the  night  previous.  E^ight  very  dark  and  rainy.  On 
the  night  of  the  13th  a  body  of  some  ten  men  were  discovered  evidently 
reconnoitering.  A  shot  was  fired  by  them,  which  was  returned  by  the 
sergeant.  They  then  retreated.  Nothing  more  could  be  seen  of  the 
party  that  night.  On  the  14th  nothing  of  interest  transpired.  Men  by 
this  time  almost  worn  out  with  labor,  standing  guard,  and  at  the  batter- 
ies day  and  night,  for  we  anticipated  an  attack  at  any  moment. 

On  the  15th  Colonel  Chase,  commanding  the  forces  of  Florida,  accom- 
panied by  Commander  Farrand,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Kavy,  asked  for  a 
consultation,  at  which  Colonel  Chase  read  me  the  following  letter : 

Headquarters  Pensacola  District, 

January  15,  1861. 
Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer, 

Z7.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Harbor  of  Pensacola: 

Sir:  I  haA^e  full  powers  from  the  governor  of  Florida  to  take  possession  of  the  forts 
and  navy-yard,  &.C.,  &c.,  in  this  harbor.  I  desire  to  perform  this  duty  without  the 
effusion  of  blood.  You  can  contribute  toward  this  desirable  result,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
without  sacrifice  of  the  honor  of  yourself  or  your  gallant  officers  and  men.  Now,  as 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  I  request  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  Pickens  and  the  public  property  it  contains  into  my  hands,  to  be  held 
subject  to  any  agreement  that  may  be  entered  into  betw^een  the  commissioners  of  the 
State  of  Florida  and  the  Federal  Government  at  Washington.  I  would  not  counsel 
you  to  do  aught  that  was  dishonorable ;  on  the  contrary,  to  do  that  which  will  secure 
for  you  the  commendation  of  all  Christian  gentlemen;  and  if  you  refuse  and  hold  out, 
for  whom  do  you  consent  that  blood  shall  flow — the  blood  of  brethren  ?  Certainly  not 
for  the  deadly  enemies  to  the  assaulters,  for  they  are  not  such,  but  brethren  of  the  same 
race.     If  the  Union  now  broken  should  be  reconstructed  Fort  Pickens  and  all  the 

22  R   R 
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public  property  passes  peacefully  under  Federal  authority.  If  a  Southern  Confederacy 
separates  itself  from  the  Union  would  it  not  be  worse  than  folly  to  attempt  the  main- 
tenance of  Fort  Pickens  or  any  other  fortified  place  within  its  limits  ? 

Listen  to  me,  then,  I  beg  of  you,  and  act  with  me  in  preventing  the  shedding  the 
blood  of  your  brethren.  Surrender  the  fort.  You  and  your  command  may  reoccupy 
the  barracks  and  quarters  at  Barrancas  on  your  simple  parole  to  remain  there  quietly 
until  ordered  away,  or  to  resume  the  command  of  the  harbor  should  an  adjustment  of 
present  difficulties  in  the  Union  be  arrived  at. 

All  the  baggage  and  private  property  of  any  kind  belonging  to  yourself,  officers, 
men,  and  their  families  shall  be  preserved  to  you.  Consider  this  well,  and  take  care 
that  you  will  so  act  as  to  have  no  fearful  recollections  of  a  tragedy  that  you  might 
have  averted,  but  rather  to  make  the  present  moment  one  of  the  most  glorious,  because 
christianlike,  of  your  life. 

I  beg  of  you  to  receive  this  communication  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  is  offered. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE. 

I  asked,  ''How  many  men  have  yon?"  The  colonel  answered,  "To- 
night I  shall  have  between  eight  and  nine  hundred."  I  then  said  that 
I  would  consider  his  letter,  and  would  give  my  answer  the  next  morn- 
ing. I  also  desired  to  consult  with  the  captains  of  the  Supply  and 
Wyandotte,  which  vessels  were  lying  off  the  navy -yard  under  a  white 
flag.  The  colonel  said  he  would  make  arrangements  for  their  coming 
to  the  fort,  and  would  see  them  as  he  passed.  I  made  this  request  for 
two  reasons — first,  because  thereby  I  would  gain  more  time  for  resting 
my  men  (who  were  completely  exhausted),  and,  second,  because  I  deemed 
it  but  courtesy  on  my  part  to  consult  them  with  reference  to  anything 
which  would  affect  our  common  flag,  and  because  one  of  them  was  in 
name  co-operating  with  me.  They  did  not  come,  however.  I  after- 
wards learned  that  the  permission  came  in  such  a  form  that  they  could 
not  accept  it. 

The  next  morning  I  saw  with  surprise  both  vessels  under  way  going 
out  of  the  harbor.  I  immediately  sent  a  boat  with  Lieutenant  Gilman 
to  learn  the  cause  of  the  movement.  Captain  Walke  desired  Lieutenant 
Gilman  to  go  on  board  the  Wyandotte — that  he  would  join  him  there. 
On  Lieutenant  Oilman's  representations  Captain  Walke  ordered  the 
Wyandotte  to  stay  and  render  us  assistance,  and  take  us  off  if  necessary 
on  being  overcome  by  a  superior  force.  The  following  letter  was  then 
sent  to  Colonel  Chase  at  the  navy-yard : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla., 
Pensacola  Harbor,  January  16,  1861. 

Col.  W.  H.  Chase,  Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Florida  : 

Sir  :  Under  the  orders  we  now  have  from  the  War  Department,  we  have  decided, 
after  consultation  with  the  Government  officers  in  the  harbor,  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
hold  our  position  until  such  a  force  is  brought  against  us  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
defend  it,  or  until  the  political  condition  of  the  country  is  such  as  to  induce  us  to  sur- 
render the  public  property  in  our  keeping  to  such  authorities  as  may  be  delegated 
legally  to  receive  it. 

We  deprecate  as  much  as  you  or  any  individual  can  the  present  condition  of  affairs, 
or  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  our  brethren.  In  regard  to  this  matter,  however,  we 
must  consider  you  the  aggressors,  and  if  blood  is  shed  that  you  are  responsible  there- 
for. 

By  order  of  A.  J.  Slemmer,  first  lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  commanding  : 

J.  H.  GILMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Jet.  Post  Adjt. 

Captain  Berryman  took  this  letter  to  the  yard,  and  then  ran  out  of  the 
harbor. 

On  the  17th  I  mounted  one  12-po under  gun  and  one  8-inch  sea-coast 
howitzer  on  the  northwest  bastion.  I  had  previously  mounted  three 
32-pounders  in  the  southeast  bastion,  and  rendered  effective  the  24- 
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pouuder  ilauk-defense  Lowitzers,  besides  placing  my  field  battery  on  the 
ramparts  for  effective  service. 

On  the  18th  the  steamer  Wyandotte  came  again  in  sight.  Received 
another  letter  from  Colonel  Chase,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Headquarters  Pensacola  District, 

Jamiari)  18,  i8GJ. 
Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer, 

U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla. : 

Sir  :  Witli  additional  re-eulorcemeuts  to  my  forces,  arrived  and  exj)ectcd,  I  -would 
again  request -the  surrender  of  Fort  Pickens,  referring  you  to  my  first  letter  on  the 
subject,  and  offering  the  same  terms  as  contained  therein. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  CHASE, 
'     Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida. 
Which  was  answered  as  follows : 

Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor, 

January  18,  1861. 
Col.  W.  H.  Chase,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida,  t^^c.  : 

Sir:  Before  I  can  auswer  your  communication  of  this  date,  it  is  necessary  that  I 
communicate  with  Captain  Berryman,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Wyandotte,  co-operating 
Avith  rae.     The  result  of  such  conference  I  will  make  kuown  to  you  to-morrow  morning. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,First  Artillery,  commanding  Fort  Pickens : 

J.  H.  GILMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Act.  Adjt.  of  Post. 

A  gun  was  fired  to  attract  attention,  and  signal  made  to  send  a  boat 
ashore.  The  steamer  came  to  anchor  off  the  southeast  bastion  of  the 
fort.     On  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  following  reply  was  sent : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  January  19,  1861. 

Col.  W.  H.  Chase,  Commanding  the  Forces  of  Florida,  ^c. : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your- communication  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
as  yet  I  know  of  no  reason  why  my  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  16th  should 
be  changed,  and  I  therefore  very  respectfully  refer  you  to  that  reply  for  the  answer  to 

this. 

• 

By  order  of  First  Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  First  Artillery,  commanding  Fort  Pickens: 

J.  H.  GILMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  A.  Post  Adjt. 

On  the  20th  a  party  of  sailors  from  the  steamer  Wyandotte  came  to 
assist  us  to  mount  a  10-inch  columbiad.  They  labored  that  day  and  part 
of  the  next  with  imperfect  materials,  but  at  last  succeeded  in  placing 
it  in  the  trunnion  beds.  On  the  22d  and  23d  nothing  of  importance 
transpired.  We  have  had  almost  continued  rain  since  the  occupation 
of  the  fort. 

On  the  24th,  thinking  it  time  that  better  feelings  should  exist  toward 
us,  I  sent  a  boat  under  a  white  flag  to  the  navy-yard,  in  order  to  obtain, 
if  possible,  the  mail  matter  which  had  accumulated  now  since  the  9th 
instant.  It  was  refused  by  the  authorities  at  the  post-office.  I  then 
addressed  the  following  note  to  Colonel  Chase : 

'  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  January  24,  1861. 

Col.  Wm.  H.  Chase,  Commanding  the  Forces  of  Florida : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  permit  Captain  Berryman  to  procure, 
or  have  procured  for  him,  the  mail  matter,  letters,  papers,  &c.,  which  may  have  ac- 
cumulated for  me  and  my  command  at  the  Warrington  post-office.  My  mail  matter 
has  been  refused  rae  from  the  office,  and  I  therefore  make  this  request  of  you  as  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces,  aud  from  a  knowledge  of  your  persoual  character. 
I  auj,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obediei\t  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Ariillery,  Commanding. 
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Colonel  Chase  not  being  present  at  the  yard,  Captain  Eandolph,  com 
mandant,  ordered  my  mail  matter  to  be  taken  to  his  office.     On  the  26th 
I  received  the  following  communications : 

Headquarters  Navy  Yard,  January  26,  1861. 
Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens  : 

Sir  :  I  liave  this  moment  received  your  communication  of  the  24th  instant.  I  have 
been  absent  at  Montgomery,  which  will  account  for  the  delay.  I  will  immediately 
inquire  at  the  post  otfice  about  your  mail  matter,  and  attend  to  your  request.  I 
would  also  inform  you  that  you  may  be  supplied  with  fresh  provisions  daily  if  you 
desire.     I  will  comrQunicate  with  you  again. 

In  haste,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  H'.  CHASE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Navy  Yard,  January  26,  1861. 
Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  PicJcens : 

Sir  :  I  have  given  strict  orders  this  morning  that  no  citizen  or  soldier  should  be 
permitted  to  pass  from  this  side  towards  Fort  Pickens,  or  to  land  on  Santa  Rosa  Island, 
and  I  now  inform  you  of  the  fact,  and  also  that  I  shall  use  every  ettort  to  have  ray 
orders  executed.  I  have  just  been  informed  that  some  four  or  live  men  started  on  a 
fishing  excursion  on  the  island,  and  as  they  must  have  been  ignorant  of  my  orders  just 
issued,  I  would  request  that  if  they  have  landed  on  the  island  they  may  be  sent  back. 
Any  collision  growing  out  of  persons  going  over  to  the  island  or  near  Fort  Pickens 
would  be  most  unfortunate  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  I  would  request  you  to 
join  mo  in  preventing  it ;  and  to  this  effect  I  would  also  request  that  persons  in  boats 
way  be  warned  off,  and  if  any  should  land,  they  should  be  ordered  to  re-embark. 
This  should  be  done  in  a  way  to  prevent  angry  feelings  between  the  parties. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  chase. 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces. 
To  which  I  replied  as  follows : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  January  26,  1861. 
Col.  W.  H.  Chase,  Commanding  Forces  : 

Sir  :  Your  communication  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  24th  instant  is  before  me.     I  have 
directed  Lieutenant  Oilman  to  i)roceed  to  the  navy-yard  and  consult  with  you  with 
reference  to  supplies  of  fresh  provisions  and  the  mail  facilities  of  my  command. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  January  26,  1861. 
Col.  W.  H.  Chase,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida  : 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  learn  of  your  order  with  reference  to  the  passage 
of  boats  and  men  to  Fort  Pickens  and  Santa  Eosa  Island  from  the  yard  and  vicinity. 
I  have  given  strict  orders  to  allow  no  boats  to  land,  and  in  all  cases  of  boats  approach- 
ing the  island  I  am  notified  of  the  fact. 

This  morning  I  was  informed  by  my  sentinels  that  a  boat  with  four  men  was  ap- 
proaching the  island  above  the  fort  and  from  the  navy  yard.  I  immediately  sent  and 
had  them  api)rehended,  saw  the  men  myself,  and  directed  that  they  be  re-embarked 
for  the  navy-yard,  which  was  done,  I  believe,  without  any  ill  feelings  being  engen- 
dered. I  will,  rest  assured,  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  any  collision  growing  out 
of  boats  landing  on  the  island,  and  sincerely  hope  that  your  orders  and  vigilance  may 
prevent  any  from  coming  over  without  your  permission  and  flag. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens, 

Later  iu  the  day  the  mail  for  myself  and  command  was  brought  over 
from  the  yard  with  the  following  liote : 

Headquarters  Pensacola  District, 

January  26,  1861. 
Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens : 

Sir  :  I  send  over  your  mail.  The  mail  will  be  delivered  to  you  in  future  without 
delay. 

Respectfully,  A^c, 

W.  H.  CHASE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Forces,  ife. 

T  cannot  close  this  report  witliont  saying  a  few  words  with  reference 
to  my  command.     From  the  lirst  to  this  day  they  have  nobly  A^udicated 
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the  liouor  of  the  Americau  Army.  Through  all  the  toil  and  excessive 
labor  by  day  and  standing  by  the  gnns  at  night,  for  ten  days  wet  to 
(lie  skin,  without  adequate  sleep  or  rest,  not  one  word  of  coniplaiut  has 
been  uttered,  but  the  most  cheerful  obedience  readily  given  to  all  com- 
mands. Had  we  been  attacked  during  those  days  dreadful  would  have 
been  the  havoc,  and  we  were  menaced  every  day  and  night,  from  the 
12th. to  the  26th,  by  the  increasing  number  opposite  us,  numbering  at 
one  time  over  2,000  men.  All  that  prevented,  I  am  conhdent  (for  such 
w^as  the  pitch  to  which  their  mad  folly  had  carried  them),  was  Colonel 
Chase's  knowledge  of  the  strength  and  means  of  resistance  within  the 
fort,  and  our  steady  and  firm  adherence  to  the  course  determined  on 
from  the  beginning,  not  to  allow  ourselves  one  moment  to  think  of  sur- 
rendering unless  absolutely  overpowered  by  numbers. 

1  would  recommend  especially  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  General- 
iii -Chief,  First  Sergeant  Alexander  Jamieson,  Sergeant  Boyd,  Corporals 
Caldwell  and  O'Donnell,  of  Company  G,  First  Artillery,  for  especial 
coolness  and  activity  in  their  several  stations. 

Of  Lieutenant  Gilman  I  have  only  to  say  that  during  the  whole  affair 
we  have  stood  side  by  side,  and  if  any  credit  is  due  for  the  course  pur- 
sued he  is  entitled  equally  with  myself. 

I  have  descended  into  particulars  in  many  places,  but  I  did  so  to  show 
the  difficulties  thrown  in  our  way  in  the  execution  of  our  orders,  and 
b}^  persons,  too,  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  render  us  the  greatest 
assistance. 

Troops  occupy  Fort  Barrancas,  Barrancas  Barracks,  and  Fort  McRee. 
No  guns  are  mounted  at  Fort  McEee  to  my  knowledge.  On  the  11th, 
Lieutenant  Erben,  of  the  storeship  Supply,  destroyed  all  the  powder 
and  the  materials  he  could  not  bring  over  to  Fort  Pickens  which  would 
be  necessary  for  the  revolutionists  to  mount  the  guns,  thus  doing  good 
service  to  the  United  States. 

The  present  armament  here,  mounted  and  for  service,  is  as  follows : 
Fourteen  32-pounders,  seven  12-pounders,  one  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer, 
one  10-inch  columbiad,  six  field  pieces,  twenty -five  24-pounder  how- 
itzers— flank  defense.    Total,  54. 

I  have  provisions  for  five  months  for  my  present  command ;  also  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  water. 

]!!^othing  of  interest  has  transpired  from  the  26th  ultimo  up  to  this 
date  except  the  reception  of  orders  by  telegraph,  and  since  by  special 
messenger,  with  reference  to  the  landing  of  troops,  &c. 

I  would  most  respectfully  request  that  a  surgeon  be  detailed  for  the 
command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenantj  First  Artillery ^  Commanding  Post. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j  Headquarters  Army, 

I  have  eighty-two  men,  all  told — forty-eight,  Company  G,  First  Artil- 
lery, and  thirty-one  ordinary  seamen  (of  these,  seventy- seven  are  for 
duty)  5  two  ordnance  sergeants,  and  one  hospital  steward — not  enough 
for  the  ordinary  garrison  duty  in  the  present  emergency.*     I  have  but 

*  The  original  of  this  paper  is  indorsed  as  follows : 

' '  This  paper  was  given  me  by  Lieutenant  Slemmer  without  names  or  date.  It  relates 
to  Fort  Pickens,  and  is  respectfully  submitted. 

''H.  S.  PUTNAM, 
"Lieut.  Top.  Engineers. 
"Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant-General." 
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two  leliefis  for  duty.  They  mouut  guard  every  other  day.  All  the 
casemate  hank- defense  guns  are  in  good  order  and  serv  iceable.  In  bar- 
bette I  have  on  the  hind  approach  nearly  all  the  guns  mounted  and 
available.  1  have  now  more  guns  shotted  than  with  my  command  in 
case  of  an  attack  I  could  use.  There  are  no  preparations  now  which 
look  to  an  attack  on  the  fort  that  I  am  aware  of.  Scaling  ladders  were 
prepared  some  time  since  in  the  navy-yard,  and  are  now  ready  for  any 
emergen (5y.  Sand  batteries  were  in  progress  of  erection  immediately 
opposite,  but  I  think  more  to  keep  the  volunteers  employed  than  for 
effective  service.  The  distance  is  too  great  for  breaching  batteries 
unless  heavy  and  rifled  cannon  were  used,  of  which  they  have  none 
now  available.  Shells  could,  however,  be  thrown  into  the  fort  from 
these  batteries.  The  fort  can  be  attacked  on  all  sides  by  storming 
parties  landing  from  the  other  side  in  boats  under  cover  of  the  night, 
and  with  a  small  force  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing taken. 

Under  present  orders  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  ordered  here  could,  in 
case  of  an  assault,  render  me  little  or  no  assistance,  as  before  they  could 
land  their  forces  the  fort  would  be  taken. 


ISTo.  4. 


Beports  of  Capt  John  M.  Brannan^  First  TJ,  8,  Artillery^  in  reference  to 
occupation  of  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West 

Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla., 

January  14,  1861, 

S[R:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
seizure  by  unauthorized  persons  of  several  forts  and  arsenals  in  the 
Southern  States,  I  have  placed  my  entire  command  in  Fort  Taylor  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  it.  1  shall,  until  orders  from  the  General 
Government  to  the  contraiy,  defend  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability  with  the 
scanty  force  (forty-four  men)  at  my  disr)osal.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  com- 
numication  I  addressed  direct  to  the  Adjutant-General  on  December  11, 
1800,  to  which  1  have  received  no  reply ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Capt.  E.  B.  Hunt,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  charge  of  Fort  Taylor.  As 
mail  facilities  have  entirely  ceased  between  Key  West  and  the  l^orth,  I 
would  suggest  that  any  orders  for  me  be  forwarded  from  I^ew  York  City, 
via  Havana,  to  the  care  of  the  American  consul. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfullv,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

J.  M.  BIIANNAN, 
Captain,  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  J  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Key  West  Barracks,  Fla., 

Becemher  11,  1860. 

Sir  :  The  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State  indicates  very 
clearly  that  Florida,  by  the  act  of  her  people,  will  secede  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  I  have  reliable  information  that  as  soon  as  the  act  is 
committed  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  seize  upon  Fort  Taylor.  I 
therefore  request  instructions  what  I  am  to  do — endeavor  at  all  hazards 
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to  prevent  Fort  Taylor  being  taken  or  allow  the  State '  authorities  to 
have  possession  without  any  resistance  on  the  part  of  my  command  ? 
These  instructions  are  absolutelj^  necessary  now,  as  it  may  be  too  late 
after  the  State  secedes  to  receive  any,  in  consequence  of  communications 
being  cut  off  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BEANNAN, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  I),  C, 

[Iiiclosure  No.  2.] 

Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla., 

January  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  disordered  state  of  public  affairs,  of  the 
reported  seizure  of  various  neighboring  forts  and  arsenals,  of  my  own 
lack  of  means  for  maintaining  a  secure  guard  of  this  most  important 
fortification,  and  of  the  near  approach  of  the  discharge  of  most  of  my 
enrolled  mechanics  and  laborers,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  you  to 
make  [secure]  the  military  custody  of  Fort  Taylor,  and  to  adopt  such 
measures  for  its  security  as  you  shall  deem  proper.  I  shall  heartily  co- 
operate in  my  appropriate  capacity  as  an  officer  of  Engineers,  and  shall 
in  a  few  days  complete  all  the  defensive  preparations  now  required.  I 
would,  therefore,  hereby  ask  you  at  once  to  assume  the  military  command 
of  Fort  Taylor.  I  shall  by  letter  of  this  date  ask  Captain  Craven,  of  the 
Mohawk,  to  consult  with  you  and  give  his  aid  for  this  object. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

E.  B.  HUNT, 

Captain,  Engineers, 
Capt.  J.  M.  Brannan, 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Key  West  Barr^clcs. 


Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla., 

January  15, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  secession  of  this  State  and  the  seizure  of 
the  forts  and  arsenals  in  other  Southern  States,  I  have  moved  my  com- 
mand to  Fort  Taylor,  and  shall  defend  it  to  the  last  moment  against 
any  force  attempting  to  capture  it.  I  have  four  months'  provisions 
and  70,000  gallons  water,  but  we  cannot  stand  a  siege  against  any  organ- 
ized army,  and  therefore  should  be  re-enforced  immediately.  Two  ves- 
sels of  war  should  be  stationed  here  to  protect  the  entrance  to  the  harbor 
and  prevent  a  landing  beyond  the  range  of  my  guns.  Mail  facilities 
having  ceased  through  Florida,  all  orders  for  this  post  should  be  sent 
via  Havana  from  New  York  through  the  American  consul. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BEANNAN, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 
Maj.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bept,  of  the  East,  Troy,  N,  Y, 
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Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla., 

January  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  no  demonstration  has  been  made  upon 
this  fort  to  this  date.  There  is  no  apprehension  from  the  population  of 
Key  West,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  force  will  soon  appear  at  any 
moment  from  the  mainland.  If  my  company  was  tilled  up  to  a  hun- 
dred men,  and  a  sloop  of  war  stationed  in  this  harbor,  there  would  be  no 
danger  of  any  successful  attack,  or  even  an  attempt  at  present.  The 
defenses  are  improving  daily. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRANNAl^T, 
Captain^  First  Artillery^  Commanding. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U,-  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — I  have  received  no  communication  from  the  Department  in 
answer  to  my  letter  of  December  11,  1860. 

Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla., 

January  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  26th  instant 
of  a  communication  [following]  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army, 
dated  the  4:th  instant,  ordering  my  whole  company  to  this  fort.  I  had 
anticipated  the  order  some  time  ago.  This  is  the  only  dispatch  I  have 
received  from  the  Department  on  this  subject.  There  are  about  sixty 
men,  mechanics  and  laborers,  on  the  work,  who  are  willing  to  take  the 
fate  of  it,  and  assist  in  defending  the  same.  I  require  at  least  fifty  more 
muskets  for  these  men.  If  my  company  was  raised  to  a  hundred  and  a 
sloop  of  war  stationed  here  there  would  be  no  apprehension  of  an  attack 
at  present.  The  powder  is  not  the  best,  and  the  supply  of  ammunition 
is  limited  except  for  heavy  guns.  It  is  very  necessary  that  the  Ordnance 
Department  should  attend  to  it  immediately.  I  have  sent  a  requisition 
direct  to  Colonel  Craig.  The  fort  is  being  put  in  a  very  good  state  of 
defense  by  Captain  Hunt,  and  will  be  in  a  short  time  able  to  stand  an 
attack  very  sucessfuUy.  With  a  vessel  of  war  in  the  harbor  a  landing 
could  be  easily  prevented. 

I  transferred  to  Major  Arnold  six  8-inch  columbiads,  with  seven  hun- 
dred shells ;  two  6-pounder  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  with  a  small 
supply  of  ammunition  for  the  latter ;  10,000  pounds  of  powder.  He  has 
all  of  his  guns  mounted  and  in  position,  and  is  really  stronger  than  I  am, 
as  he  cannot  be  attacked  by  land.  We  have  communication  with  each 
other  every  few  days. 

In  about  a  week  I  shall  have  ten  8-inch  guns  on  the  gorge  or  land 
front,  which  will  enable  me  to  prevent  the  establishing  of  breaching 
batteries  without  considerable  difficulty.  The  General-in-Chief  may  rest 
assured  that  this  work  will  not  be  taken  without  a  severe  struggle. 

The  Macedonian  passed  Key  West  on  the  night  of  the  29th  instant  for 
Tortugas.  The  Brooklyn  arrived  in  the  harbor  this  morning  and  will 
sail  to-morrow  night.    All  well  on  board. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  paymaster  be  ordered  here  to  pay  the  troops. 
Last  payment  to  October  31. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BEANKAN, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  City,  J).  G. 

P.  S. — I  send  this  by  the  XJ.  S.  steamer  Mohawk. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  4,  1861. 

Sir:  It  is  the  direction  of  the  General  in- Chief  that  you  transfer  the 
whole  of  your  company  to  Fort  Taylor.  Be  on  your  guard  against  sur- 
imse  or  assault,  and  do  the  utmost  in  your  power  to  prevent  the  seizure  ot 
your  fort.  Consult  with  the  commander  of  any  United  States  man-of- 
war  in  the  harbor,  and  invite  his  co-operation.  Such  commander  will 
probably  have  received  orders  (if  they  can  be  got  to  him)  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  you. 

Major  Arnold  with  his  company  is  ordered  from  Boston,  to  proceed 
by  steamer,  if  possible  to  garrison  Fort  Jefferson.  There  is  some  ap- 
prehension that  an  expedition  is  fitting  out  in  Charleston  to  take  one 
or  both  of  the  forts,  Taylor  and  Jefferson.  It  is  hoped  that  Captain 
Hunt  may,  witli  his  workmen,  be  able  to  give  yon  some  assistance  in 
defending  yourself.  If  necessary  for  that  i)urpose  you  may  take  one  or 
two  boxes  of  the  muskets  shij)ped  in  the  Water  Witch  intended  for 
Captain  Meigs. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  A.  1).  G. 

Capt.  John  M.  Bran  nan. 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Key  West  Barracks,  Fla. 


Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla., 

February  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  Nothing  has  occurred  at  Key  West  since  my  last  communication 
to  disturb  my  relations  with  its  citizens.  It  is  very  doubtful  now  if 
any  attempt  will  be  made  upon  this  fort.  I  have  transferred  seven 
more  8-inch  columbiads  to  Major  Arnold,  which  will  give  him  additional 
strength  if  ammunition  is  furnished  him  by  the  Ordnance  Department. 
My  powder  is  veiy  bad;  also  friction  tubes.  A  supply  should  be  sent 
here  immediately. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BEANNAN, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Headquarters  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


No.  5. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Lewis  G.  Arnold,  Second   U,  S.  Artillery,  of  the 
occupation  of  Fort  Jefferson,  Tortugas. 

Headquarters  Fort  Independence, 

January  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  embark  with  my  command  this 
afternoon  on  board  the  steamer  Joseph  Whitney  for  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla. 
Orders  of  the  General-in-Chief  by  telegraph.     Strength  of  command, 
four  commissioned  officers  and  sixty-two  enlisted  men. 

Names  of  officers:  Bvt.  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  commanding;  Surg.  A. 
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K.  McLaren,    First  Lieut.    Henry  Benson.  First  Lieut.  M.  M.  Blunt, 
A.  A.  Q.  M.  and  A.  0.  S. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  AENOLD, 
Brevet  Major^  U.  S.  Army^  Cofumanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas, 

Anfit.  Adjt.  Gen.y  U.  8.  Anny,  N'ew  York  City. 


Headquarters  Fort  Jefferson,  Tortug^as, 

January  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  Fort  Jefferson  to- 
day with  my  command ;  garrisoned  and  assumed  command  of  the  post, 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  General-in-Chief,  dated  Wash- 
ington, January  5, 1861.  Strength :  four  isommissioned  ofiicers  and  sixty- 
two  enlisted  men,  Bvt .  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  commanding ;  Surg.  A.  i^T. 
McLaren,  First  Lieut.  Henry  Benson,  A.  A.  Q.  M  and  A.  0.  S. ;  First 
Lieut.  M.  M.  Blunt.  I  would  respectfully  inquire  if  Fort  Jefferson  is  a 
double-ration  post?  If  not,  I  request  that  it  be  announced  as  such  in 
orders  from  the  War  Department,  from  the  18th  instant. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  AENOLI), 
Brevet  Major ,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  Gen.  If.  S.  Army^  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Fort  Jefferson,  Tortuoas, 

January  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  General- 
in-Chief  that  I  found  on  my  arrival  here,  notwithstanding  the  energetic, 
well-directed,  and  highly- commendable  efforts  of  Captain  Meigs,  the  En- 
gineer in  charge,  that  Fort  Jefferson  could  not  be  successfully  defended 
from  a  judiciously -planned  and  concerted  attack  with  a  formidable  force 
without  having  each  front  of  the  work  and  each  bastion  armed  with 
artillery. 

By  the  ad^dce  of  Captain  Meigs  I  dispatched  the  steamer  Joseph 
Whitney,  with  Captain  Meigs,  Engineers,  and  Lieutenant  Benson,  Sec- 
ond Artillery,  to  Key  West,  where  there  is  an  abundance  of  guns  and 
munitions,  with  a  letter  to  Captain  Brannan,  commanding  Fort  Taylor, 
directing  him  to  confer  with  Captain  Meigs,  and  to  send  me  such  guns, 
&c.,  as  Captain  Meigs  might  deem  necessary  for  the  immediate  defense 
of  Fort  Jefferson,  in  order  that  the  honor  of  the  Government  and  the 
defense  of  both  forts  might  be  maintained. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  Captain  Meigs  has  returned  from  Key  West 
in  the  steamer  Joseph  Whitney  with  six  8-inch  columbiads  and  four 
held  pieces  and  an  ample  supply  of  ammunition,  which,  with  the  two 
field  pieces  I  brought  from  Fort  Independence,  will  enable  me  as  soon 
as  they  are  in  i)osition  to  make  a  strong  defense,  most  probably  to  hold 
this  important  position — the  key  of  the  Gulf — against  any  force  that  is 
likely  to  be  brought  against  it. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  Captain  Meigs^  report,  and  I  will  hero 
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take  occasion  to  express  my  high  sense  of  the  services  of  Captain  Meigs 
to  render  this  fort  defensible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  a.  AKNOLD, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  Ool.  L.  Thomas, 
AsHt.  Adj.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army,  Headquarters  Army,  Wew  York  City. 

[Inclosure.J 

Engineer  Office,  Fort  Jefferson, 
Harbor  of  Tortugas,  U.  8.,  January  23,  1861. 

Sir  ;  I  have  to  report  that  I  returned  this  morning  on  board  the 
steamer  Joseph  Whitney,  towing-  the  Horace  Beale,  loaded  with  guns 
and  ammunition,  which  I  obtained  from  Fort  Taylor.  Lieutenant  Ben- 
son, in  whose  charge  you  had  placed  the  steamer,  rendered  me  valuable 
assistance  in  embarking  the  heavy  materials.  Captain  Maffit,  of  the 
U.  S.  steamer  Crusader,  to  guard  against  every  possible  contingency, 
kindly  convoyed  us  from  Key  West. 

I  recommend  that  one  8-inch  columbiad  be  placed  in  the  first  right- 
curtain  casemate  on  the  right  and  left  of  bastions  A,  C,  and  E ;  one 
flanking  gun  in  the  casemate  next  the  curtains  in  each  bastion. 

The  artillerymen  will  be  able  to  disembark  and  transport  the  guns 
and  ammunition,  and  from  the  laborers  of  the  Engineer  Department  all 
needful  manual  aid  will  be  afforded.  Two  mules  belonging  to  the  En- 
gineer Dei)artment  are  also  at  your  service,  if  useful.  A  casemate  gun 
and  sling  cart  are  on  board  the  brigantine.  A  truck  and  wheelbarrow 
are  in  the  Engineers'  park.  The  guns,  I  believe,  can  all  be  in  place  by 
to-night. 

The  Mohawk,  which  at  my  request  came  here  on  our  arrival  at  Key 
West,  will,  I  doubt  not,  if  you  desir.^  it,  remain  here  until  the  guns  are 
in  place  5  after  which  it  would  hardly  be  necessary  to  detain  her,  so  far 
as  the  safety  of  this  work  is  concerned,  if  she  has  other  duties  of  im- 
portance to  look  after.  Her  presence,  however,  would,  if  she  is  not 
urgently  needed  elsewhere,  be  only  a  prudent  and  projjer  precaution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Captain^  Engineers,  Eng.  in  charge  of  Fort  Jefferson. 

Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Commanding  Fort  Jefferson. 


^o.ij. 


Report  of  Cajjt.  E.  Yuell,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  C.  8.  Army, 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Alvarado  by  the  U.  8.  8teamer  Yincennes. 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  August  [6],  1861. 

Sir  :  On  yesterday  morning  the  town  Avas  thrown  into  commotion  by 
the  report  that  two  vessels  were  on  the  coast,  one  of  which  was  fleeing 
to  secure  an  entrance  over  our  bar,  the  other  in  pursuit  to  effect  a  cap- 
ture. The  whole  of  our  peoi)le  armed,  and  i)roceeded  to  the  beach, 
about  two  miles  from  town.  A  company  from  the  post  at  Fort  Clinch, 
with  a  6-pounder,  was  also  dispatched  to  the  beach,  which,  in  addition 
to  another  6-j)ounder  from  town,  made  the  whole  of  our  defensive  and 
ofi'ensive  armament.     When  I  arrived  in  view  of  the  vessels  I  found  a 
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bark  stranded  at  one  and  one-half  miles  from  shore,  with  her  sails  set 
and  abandoned  by  her  crew,  who  had  just  landed,  and  in  the  ofQng  was 
a  large  United  States  man-of-war,  which  I  have  since  learned  was  the 
N'incennes.  The  bark  was  one  of  the  prizes  of  theeJeff.  Davis  privateer, 
seeking  a  harbor,  and  which  she  very  nearly  effected.  After  much 
maneuvering  the  man-of-war  anchored,  sent  out  her  boats,  which,  find- 
ing it  in  vain  to  try  to  save  the  vessel,  set  fire  to  her,  and  she  is  burned 
to  the  water's  edge.  Our  6-pounders  were  unavailing,  and  I  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that  we  have  not  a  military  company  at  this  post  capable  of 
service  as  artillerists.  Few  of  our  volunteers  have  ever  seen  anything 
larger  than  a  musket  before  coming  to  this  station.  The  enemy  can  at 
any  moment  land  here  and  take  possession  without  much  hinderance 
from  our  defensive  works.  We  are  entirely  at  his  mercy.  After  setting 
fire  to  the  vessel  the  man-of-war  left  our  shores,  and  has  not  since  been 
seen  till  late  to-day.  I  learn  she  was  seen  this  afternoon  again  in 
the  ofiing.  The  name  of  the  prize  vessel  is  the  Alvarado,  owned  in 
Boston^  commanded  by  G.  C.  Whiting.  She  left  Cape  Town,  Table  Bay, 
in  Africa,  on  June  3.  Her  cargo  was  wool,  sheep  and  goat  skins,  old 
copper  and  iron,  and  some  crude  medicines,  and  was  valued  at  $70,000. 
She  was  taken  by  the  Jeff.  Davis  on  July  21,  in  latitude  25°  30'  and 
longitude  61o.  Cargo  owned  by  Isaac  Taylor,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Cap- 
tain Whiting  and  wife,  with  a  negro  steward,  were  on  board  of  the  prize 
sent  home  by  Captain  Coxsitter,  of  the  Jeff.  Davis.  Whiting  and  his 
Avife  have  been  landed  on  our  shores,  with  no  other  apparel  than  that 
they  had  on.  I  had  them  sent  to  a  boarding  house,  and  shall  communi- 
cate with  the  Confederate  States  marshal,  and  put  them  under  his 
charge.  The  ladies  with  great  philanthropy  have  raised  enough  money 
to  clothe  our  enemies.  They  will,  therefore,  be  provided  for.  The  prize 
crew  are  all  safe,  and  were  glad  to  escape  in  a  boat  from  the  stranded 
bark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  YUELL,       * 
Cap  tain  J  and  A.  G.  8. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 


COREESPONDENCE  AND  ORDERS  RELATING  SPECIALLY 
TO  THE  OPERATIONS  IN  FLORIDA  FROM  JANUARY  6 
TO  AUGUST  31,  1861. 

TJiNTioisr   coRRESi^onsriDEiisrcKi,  etc. 

Senate  Chamber,  December  21,  18G0. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  You  will  oblige  me  by  a  statement  of  the  officers  connected  witb 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  who  were  appointed  from  Florida,  their 
rank,  and  pay. 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  L.  YULEE. 


Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee,  Senate  : 


War  Department, 
Washington,  Becemher  28, 1860. 


Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  to  you  a  statement  showing  the  names,  rank,  and  pay,  and  emol- 
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iiments  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  appointed  from  Florida.* 
The  contingent  allowances  for  fuel  and  quarters  and  similar  items  are 
not  included. 

Yery  respectfully,  yom*  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Senate  Chamber,  January  2,  1861. 
To  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  We  respectfully  request  you  to  inform  us  what  is  the  numerical 
force  of  the  troops  now  in  garrison  at  the  various  posts  in  the  State  of 
Florida,  and  the  amount  of  arms,  heavy  and  small,  and  ammunition,  fixed 
and  loose,  at  the  various  forts  and  arsenals  in  that  State.t 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  L.  YULEE, 
S.  E.  MALLOEY. 


Ordnance  Office, 
WashrngtoUj  D.  (7.,  January  3,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  Holt,  Secretary  of  War  ; 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  office  of 
a  letter  from  the  honorables  Messrs.  Yulee  and  Mallory,  of  the  Senate, 
dated  2d  instant,  and,  in  compliance  with  their  request,  to  report  tliat 
there  is  only  one  arsenal  in  the  State  of  Florida,  and  that  is  one  of  de- 
posit only.  It  is  called  Apalachicola  Arsenal,  and  is  situated  near  the 
town  of  Chattahoochee,  at  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochee 
Eivers.l  The  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  now  at  that  post,  are  one6-pounder 
iron  gun  and  carriage,  with  326  shot  and  canisters  for  the  same,  57  flint- 
lock muskets,  5,122  pounds  of  powder,  173,476  cartridges  for  small-arms, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  different  kinds  of  accouterments. 

The  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  at  the  other  military  posts  in  Florida 
are  as  follows : 

At  Fort  Barrancas. — Forty-four  sea-coast  and  garrison  cannon  and  43 
carriages,  viz  :  Thirteen  8-inch  columbiads  and  howitzers  j  two  10-inch 
mortars,  and  eleven  32,  ten  24,  five  18,  and  three  19-pounder  guns  5  3,152 
projectiles  for  the  same ;  20,244  pounds  of  powder,  and  2,966  cartridge 
bags. 

At  Barrancas  BarracJcs. — A  field  battery,  consisting  of  four  6-pounder 
guns  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  with  carriages,  and  six  caissons, 
with  300  projectiles  and  270  cartridge  bags  for  the  same. 

At  Fort  Piclcens. — Two  hundred  and  one  sea-coast  and  garrison  can- 
non, viz :  Four  10-inch  columbiads  and  four  10-inch  mortars,  fifty  8-inch 
and  flanking  liowitzers,  and  two  42,  sixty-two  32,  fifty-nine  24,  six  18, 
and  fourteen  12  pounder  guns,  and  128  carriages  for  the  same ;  also, 
4,974  projectiles  of  all  kinds;  3,195  grape-shot,  loose;  500  24-pounder 
stands  canister  shot ;  12,712  pounds  of  powder,  and  1,728  cartridge  bags. 

At  Fort  Taylor. — ^^Sixty  sea-coast  and  garrison  cannon,  viz:  Fifty 
84nch  columbiads  and  ten  24-inch  flanking  howitzers,  with  caissons,  and 
four  12-pounder  field  howitzers,  mounted ;  4,530  projectiles,  suited  to 

*  List  not  deemed  of  sulKiciciit  importance  for  publication. 

fSee  Maynadier  to  Holt,  January  3,  p.  349;  Yulee  and  Mallory  to  Holt,  January  7, 
p.  351;  and  Holt  to  Yulee  and  Mallory,  January  9,  1861,  p.  351.     ' 
tSee  Holt  to  Yulee  and  Mallory,  January  9,  18fil,  p.  351. 
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the  guns ;  34,459  pounds  of  powder ;  2,82G  cartridge  bags;  962  priming 
tubes,  and  759  cartridges  for  small  arms. 

At  Fort  McBee. — One  hundred  and  twenty-five  sea-coast  and  garrison 
cannon,  including  three  10-inch  and  twelve  8-inch  columbiads;  twenty- 
two  42,  twenty-four  32,  and  sixty-four  24  pounder  guns,  with  64  gun  car- 
riages ;  9,026  i)rqjectiles,  and  1,258  stands  of  grape  and  canister,  and 
19,298  pounds  of  powder. 

At  Key  West  Barraclcs. — Four  6-pounder  field  guns  and  carriages; 
1,101  rounds  of  shot  and  other  ammunition  for  the  same;  171  pounds  of 
powder;  158  cartridge  bags;  538 priming  tubes;  7  rifles,  and  2,000  rifle 
cartridges. 

At  Fort  Marion. — Six  field  batteries,  of  four  6-pounder  guns  and  two 
12-pounder  howitzers,  and  twenty  sea-coast  and  garrison  cannon,  viz  : 
Four  8-inch  howitzers  and  sixteen  32-pounder  guns ;  also,  six  6-pounder 
old  iron  guns,  and  31  foreign  guns  of  various  calibers ;  2,021  projectiles; 
330  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition ;  873  priming  tubes,  and  931  pounds  of 
powder.  Also,  110  muskets,  103  rifles,  118  Hall's  carbines,  98  pistols, 
147,720  cartridges  for  small-arms,  and  15,000  percussion  caps. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MAYNADIER, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  4,  1861. 

Maj.  Zealous  B.  Tower,  U.  8.  Engineer  Corps : 

Sir  :  With  this  you  will  receive  an  order  assigning  you  to  duty  accord- 
ing to  your  brevet  rank,  and  placing  you  under  my  command.  You  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  Barrancas  and  assume  the  command  of  the 
troops  and  forts  in  and  about  Pensacola  Harbor.  You  will  wait  on  the 
commander  of  the  Pensacola  navy -yard,  ask  his  hearty  co-operation  in 
the  great  object  of  your  mission,  viz,  to  prevent  the  seizure  of  those 
works  or  either  of  them  by  any  body  of  men  whatsoever.  Should  either 
of  them  be  preoccupied  by  any  hostile  body  of  men  you  will  first  sum- 
mon them  to  surrender,  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  consult  with  the  naval 
commander  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  your  joint  means  to  compel  a  sur- 
render, and  if  it  should  appear  to  both  on  grave  consideration  that  the 
means  are  sufficient  you  will  exert  them  to  a  reasonable  extent  to  effect 
that  object. 

Should  the  intruders  surrender  without  the  application  of  force  you 

may  permit  them  to  depart  in  peace,  with  the  promise  of  an  exemption 

from  legal  pursuit,  and  if  the  surrender  be  the  result  of  the  application  of 

force  permit  the  captives  to  depart,  but  without  any  promise  whatever. 

With  every  confidence  in  you,  I  remain  yours,  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

If  the  telegraphic  wires  be  in  operation,  report  often ;  but  both  the 
wires  and  the  mail  may  be  under  hostile  control.  In  important  cases, 
therefore,  send  messengers. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  4,  1861. 
Captain  Meigs,  U.  S.  Engineers : 

Sir:  With  this  letter  you  will  receive  one  hundred  muskets  and 
accouterments  complete,  with  one  hundred  i^ounds  of  cniiiidges  for  each 
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musket,  to  be  used  in  defense  of  Fort  JefiPerson  if  you  can  find  bands  to 
use  them.  Major  Arnold  with  his  company  will  probably  sail  from 
Boston  on  the  7th  instant  to  garrison  your  work.  In  the  mean  time  it 
is  quite  possible  that  some  attempt  may  be  made  to  seize  the  fort  by  an 
expedition  sailing  from  Charleston,  say  in  the  Isabel,  and  secessionists 
from  Florida.  All  that  it  is  possible  for  you  to  do  without  troops  we 
know  will  be  performed. 

WmFIELD  SCOTT. 


Senate  Chamber,  January  7,  18G1. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  We  addressed  a  letter  to  your  Department *a  week  past,  asking- 
certain  information  interesting  to  be  known  to  us  in  connection  with 
our  public  duty,  and  not  having  received  a  reply  we  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention  to  it,  and  to  ask  as  early  an  answer  as  may  be  convenient 
to  you. 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  L.  YULEE. 
S.  K  MALLOKY. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  Jamiary  9,  1861. 

Hons.  D.  L.  YuLEE  and  S.  R.  Mallory  : 

Gentleihen  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  2d  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  interests  of  the  service  forbid  that  the  information 
which  you  ask  should  at  this  moment  be  made  public. 
Very,  &c., 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  21,  1861. 

Bvt.  Col.  Justin  Dimick, 
Lieut,  Col.,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  embark,  after  arrange- 
ments with  the  commander  of  the  sloop-of-war  Brooklyn,  one  company 
of  the  First  Artillery  with  at  least  three  officers,  with  arms,  a  good  sup- 
ply of  ammunition,  and  as  much  subsistence,  not  exceeding  four  months' 
supply,  as  the  Brooklyn  may  be  willing  to  receive.  Fill  up  the  com- 
pany to  the  maximum  standard  by  transfer.  Some  spare  arms  should 
go  with  it.  Issue,  or  if  there  be  time  purchase  and  ship,  a  good  supply 
of  desiccated  vegetables.  Superscribe  the  inclosed  sealed  orders  with 
the  name  of  the  captain  designated  by  you.  They  are  not  to  be  opened 
until  he  is  at  sea. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 

P.  S. — Put  on  board,  if  possible,  six  field  howitzers  with  their  car- 
riages and  equipments  and  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition. 

L.  T. 
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rinclosure.l 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  January  21,  1861. 
[Capt.  Israel  Yogdes,] 

First  Artillery^  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

Sir  :  You  are  designated  to  embark  with  your  compauy  on  board  the 
sloop-of-war  Brooklyn  to  re-enforce  Fort  Pickens,  of  which  you  will  become 
the  commander  as  well  as  of  other  forts  and  barracks  which  it  may  be 
in  your  power  to  occupy  and  defend  with  the  co-operation  of  any  naval 
commander  or  commanders  at  hand,  although  it  is  understood  that  Fort 
Barrancas  and  probably  Fort  McEee  are  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
seceders.  It  is  probable  that  the  Brooklyn  may  be  obliged  to  land  you 
outside  the  harbor,  but  it  is  hoped  not  so  far  from  Fort  Pickens  as  to 
be  beyond  the  protection  of  its  guns  if  the  debarkation  should  be 
opposed.  Of  course,  the  company  will  be  first  landed  to  cover  the  sup- 
plies which  are  intended  for  the  fort.  The  Brooklyn  will  touch  at  Key 
West.  Deliver  the  accompanying  letter  to  Captain  Brannan,  and  desire 
him  to  communicate  freely  with  Major  Arnold,  who  sailed  eight  days 
ago  from  Boston  to  occupy  Fort  Jefferson,  giving  him  intelligence  of 
your  movement,  and  the  intention  to  re-enforce  both  Forts  Taylor  and 
Jefferson  with  a  company  each,  hoping  and  believing  that  the  latter  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  major. 

The  General-in-Chief,  by  whose  direction  I  write,  has  every  confi- 
dence in  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  officers  of  the  First  Artillery. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — You  are  to  understand  that  you  are  not  to  attempt  any  reoccu- 
pation  or  recapture  involving  hostile  collision,  but  that  you  are  to  con- 
fine yourself  strictly  to  the  defensive. 

L.  T. 

P.  S. — The  guns,  &c.,  if  it  has  been  found  possible  to  get  any  onboard, 
are  intended  for  Fort  Jefferson. 

L.  THOMAS. 


Headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 

January  25,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^ 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  JSfew  York  City  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions from  the  General-in-Chief,  Captain  Yogdes'  company  (A, 
First  Artillery)  left  this  post  yesterday  between  4  and  5  o'clock  p.  m.  to 
embark  on  board  the  U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Brooklyn.  A  return  of  Captain 
Yogdes'  command  is  herewith  transmitted.  I  also  inclose  copies  of  orders 
issued  by  me  relative  to  Captain  Yogdes'  movement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Second  Artillery,  and  Bvt.  Col.,  Comdg.  Post, 
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[Inclosure.] 

Orders  No.  13, )  Headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 

Extract.         )  January  23,  1861. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  General-in-Ohief,  Gapt.  I. 
Vogdes,  First  Artillery,  will  embark  with  his  company  (A,  First  Artil- 
lery), filled  to  the  maximum  by  attached  men  from  the  other  companies 
of  this  post,  on  board  the  sloop-of-war  Brooklyn,  as  soon  as  the  com- 
manding of&cer  of  that  ship  reports  himself  in  readiness  to  receive  him. 
The  following  number  of  privates  will  be  detailed  from  the  companies 
at  the  post,  to  be  attached  to  Captain  Yogdes'  company,  viz :  From 
Company  C,  First  Artillery,  5 ;  from  Company  B,  Second  Artillery,  6  j 
from  Company  L,  Second  Artillery,  6 ;  from  Company  F,  Third  Artil- 
lery, 6;  from  Company  K,  Third  Artillery,  5;  from  Company  D,  Fourth 
Artillery,  6 ;  from  Company  L,  Fourth  Artillery,  6. 

*^y>  4f»  -Au  jz«  ^  Jfa 

•TS"  "A*  -T^  TT  T^  TP 

The  assistant  commissary  will  furnish  this  command  with  three  months' 
provisions,  it  being  all  that  can  be  transported  on  the  Brooklyn.  Fif- 
teen thousand  rounds  of  musket-ball  cartridges  will  be  issued.  Four 
mountain  howitzers  and  two  12-pounder  field  howitzers  will  be  taken, 
with  such  a  supply  of  ammunition,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  rounds 
for  each  gun,  as  can  be  supplied  from  this  post  and  arsenal. 
.  Bvt.  Second  Lieutenant  Whittemore,  Second  Artillery,  will  proceed 
with  the  command. 

Sealed  orders  received  from  the  General-in-Chief  have  been  furnished 
Captain  Yogdes,  to  be  opened  when  at  sea. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Dimick : 

T.  J.  HAINES,  Adjutant, 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  Holt,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  proceeded  to  Pensacola,  Fla.,  pursuant  to  orders  received  from 
the  General-in-Chief,  with  dispatches  to  Commodore  Armstrong,  U.  S. 
]S"avy,  commanding  the  navy-yard  at  that  place,  and  agreeably  to  your 
request  submit  the  following  statement  respectfully  to  your  notice : 

On  my  arrival  at  Pensacola  I,  as  soon  as  the  light  of  day  would  per- 
mit, went  to  the  beach  (having  learned  on  the  cars  when  about  twenty 
miles  from  the  city  that  the  yard  had  been  surrendered,  and  that  two 
vessels — the  Wyandotte  and  Supply — of  the  U.  S.  I^avy,  were  in  the 
harbor)  to  make  a  signal  to  Captain  Berryman,  of  the  Wyandotte,  in 
order  to  place  in  his  hands  the  dispatches  intended  for  Commodore 
Armstrong,  the  latter  being  a  prisoner  of  war.  I  there  found  no  sign  of 
a  naval  vessel,  and  learned  that  they  were  distant  some  seven  miles. 
I  then  returned  to  the  hotel,  and  after  having  arrived  on  the  porch, 
where  I  had  been  only  a  few  minutes,  I  was  arrested  by  two  persons, 
who  said  they  were  authorized  by  Colonel  Chase  to  arrest  me.  They 
carried  me  to  the  latter's  house,  where  I  was  brought  before  the  colonel, 
in  the  presence  of  some  six  or  eight  persons,  and  requested,  or  rather 
demanded,  to  surrender  my  dispatches,  which  I  refused  to  do,  as  my 
dispatches  were  for  Commodore  Armstrong.  Colonel  Chase  then  said 
he  would  allow  me  to  deliver  them  to  Commodore  Armstrong  in  the 
presence  of  Captain  Kandolph,  then  in  charge  of  the  navy-yard  for  the 
State  of  Florida.  I  proceeded  to  the  yard  in  company  with  three  troop- 
ers belonging  to  the  State  troops,  and  saw  the  commodore,  who  received 
my  dispatches  sealed,  and  they,  still  sealed,  were  demanded  from  him 
23  R  R 
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bj  Captain  Eandolph,  who  opened  tliem  and  then  forwarded  them  to 
Colonel  Chase.  I  remained  at  the  yard  all  of  one  day,  having  been 
placed  on  parole  of  honor  not  to  communicate  with  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  Government  either  at  the  forts  or  at  the  yard,  but  learned 
from  reports  and  what  I  saw  that  the  fort  occupied  by  the  United  States 
had  been  re-enforced  by  some  thirty  or  more  sailors  belonging  to  the  navy- 
yard.  The  yard  had  been  surrendered,  and  all  the  officers,  with  the 
marine  guard,  had  been  placed  on  their  parole,  and  the  latter  had  been 
placed  on  board  of  the  Supply,  to  be  conveyed  to  ]N"ew  York.  The  yard, 
as  also  Fort  Barrancas,  was  occupied  by  State  troops,  and  Fort  McEee 
was  to  be  occupied  so  soon  as  troops  should  arrive. 

I  left  on  the  15th  instant,  and  was  given  by  Colonel  Chase  the  follow- 
ing, in  order  to  allow  me  a  safe  passage  through  the  country : 

Headquarters  Pensacola  District, 

January  15,  1861. 
Lieut.  J.  S.  Saunders, of  the  Ordnance,  is  under  parole  to  me,  and  is  free  to  go  to  any 
part  of  the  country  lie  desires ;  and  this  is  his  safe-conduct  for  that  purpose. 

WM.  H.  CHASE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida, 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  SAUNDEKS, 
Brevet  Second  Lieiitenant^  Ordnance^  U.  8.  Army, 


War  Department,  January  26, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  Scott  : 

Dear  General  :  The  President  is  much  disturbed  by  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  which  announces  that  the  Brooklyn  has  sailed  with  two  com- 
panies instead  of  one  as  was  ordered.  I  assured  him  that  the  dispatch 
must  be  inaccurate,  but  would  be  glad  to  repeat  the  assurance  on  your 
authority. 

Sincerely  yours, 

J.  HOLT. 


Pensacola,  January  28, 1861. 
To  Hon.  John  Slidell,  or,  in  his  absence, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Hunter,  or  Governor  Bioler  : 

We  hear  the  Brooklyn  is  coming  with  re- enforcements  for  Fort  Pick- 
ens. 'No  attack  on  its  garrison  is  contemplated,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
we  desire  to  keep  the  peace,  and  if  the  present  status  be  preserved  we 
will  guarantee  that  no  attack  will  be  made  upon  it,  but  if  re-enforce- 
ments be  attempted,  resistance  and  a  blo'ody  conflict  seem  inevitable. 
Should  the  Government  thus  attempt  to  augment  its  force — when  no 
possible  call  for  it  exists  5  when  we  are  preserving  a  peaceful  policy — an 
assault  may  be  made  upon  the  fort  at  a  moment's  warning.  All  prepara- 
tions are  made.  Our  whole  force — 1,700  strong — will  regard  it  as  a 
hostile  act.  Impress  this  upon  the  President,  and  urge  that  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  re-enforcement  under  present  circumstances  is  in- 
stant war,  as  peace  will  be  preserved  if  no  re-enforcements  be  attempted. 
If  the  President  wants  an  assurance  of  all  I  say  from  Colonel  Chase, 
commanding  the  forces,  I  will  transmit  it  at  once.  I  am  determined  to 
stave  off  war  if  possible. 

Answer  promptly. 

S.  E.  MALLOEY. 
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War  Department,  January  29,  1861. 
Lieut.  Adam  J.  Slemmer, 

First  Regiment  Artillery j  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Fickens : 

Sir  :  The  dispatch  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy  was  transmitted  to- 
day, and  the  hope  is  indulged  that  it  will  be  received  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Brooklyn.  Lieutenant  Saunders  goes  as  the  bearer  of  this  com- 
munication in  order  that  the  Department  may  be  assured  that  the  dis- 
patch has  reached  you  safely,  and  has  suffered  no  alteration  in  its  trans- 
mission, and  also  that  his  return  may  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  re- 
porting fully  all  that  has  occurred  in  connection  with  your  command 
since  the  transfer  of  your  forces  to  Fort  Pickens.  In  the  absence  of  any 
detailed  information  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  this  move- 
ment was  made,  I  can  only  commend  its  patriotic  purpose  and  express 
the  gratification  felt  by  the  Department  at  its  success. 

You  are  instructed  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  avoid  as  far 
as  possible  a  collision  with  the  hostile  troops  concentrated  at  Pensacola 
and  in  the  adjacent  forts.  Should  you,  however,  be  attacked  you  will 
make  the  best  defense  of  which  your  position  and  resources  are  capable. 
The  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  now  at  Pensacola,  or  which  may 
hereafter  arrive  there,  it  is  expected  will  cordially  co-operate  with  you. 
You  will  observe  that  it  is  expressly  understood  as  the  basis  of  instruc- 
tions forwarded  to  you  that  the  communication  between  yourself  and 
others  in  command  at  Pensacola  and  the  Government  is  to  be  kept  open 
and  unobstructed.  You  will  avail  yourself  of  this  provision,  and  report 
by  special  messenger  to  the  Department  as  events  may  justify  or  re- 
quire it. 

In  your  dispatches  by  Lieutenant  Saunders  you  will  make  known  the 
details  of  the  transfer  of  your  command,  the  forces  which  you  now  have 
available  for  active  service,  the  strength  of  your  position,  the  character 
of  the  preparations,  if  any,  in  progress  which  look  to  an  assault  upon 
the  fort,  and  all  other  matters  in  any  manner  bearing  upon  your  ulti- 
mate safety. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War, 

[Inclosure.] 

WAanmaTON,  January  29,  1861. 

To  James  Glynn,  commanding  the  Macedonian ;  Capt.  W.  S.  Walker, 
commanding  the  Brooklyn,  and  other  naval  officers  in  command  3  and 
Lieut.  Adam  J.  Slemmer,  First  Kegiment  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  com- 
manding Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola,  Fla.: 

In  consequence  of  the  assurances  received  from  Mr.  MaUory  in  a  tele- 
gram of  yesterday  to  Messrs.  Slidell,  Hunter,  and  Bigler,  with  a  request 
it  should  be  laid  before  the  President,  that  Fort  Pickens  would  not 
be  assaulted,  and  an  offer  of  such  an  assurance  to  the  same  effect  from 
Colonel  Ghase,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  hostile  collision,  upon  receiv- 
ing satisfactory  assurances  from  Mr.  MaUory  and  Colonel  Chase  that  Fort 
Pickens  will  not  be  attacked,  you  are  instructed  not  to  land  the  com- 
pany on  board  the  Brooklyn  unless  said  fort  shall  be  attacked  or  prepa- 
rations shall  be  made  for  its  attack.  The  provisions  necessary  for  the 
supply  of  the  fort  you  will  land.  The  Brooklyn  and  other  vessels  of 
war  on  the  station  will  remain,  and  you  will  exercise  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance and  be  prepared  at  a  moment's  warning  to  land  the  company  at 
Fort  Pickens,  and  you  and  they  will  instantly  repel  an  attack  on  the  fort. 

The  President  yesterday  sent  a  special  message  to  Congress  commend- 
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ing  the  Virginia  resolutioDs  of  compromise.  The  commissioners  of  diff- 
erent States  are  to  meet  here  on  Monday,  the  4th  February,  and  it  is 
important  that  during  their  session  a  collision  of  arms  should  be  avoided, 
unless  an  attack  should  be  made  or  there  should  be  preparation  for  such 
an  attack.  In  either  event  the  Brooklyn  and  the  other  vessels  will  act 
promptly. 

Your  right,  and  that  of  the  other  officers  in  command  at  Pensacola, 
freely  to  communicate  with  the  Government  by  special  messenger,  and 
its  right  in  the  same  manner  to  communicate  with  yourself  and  them, 
will  remain  intact  as  the  basis  on  which  the  present  instruction  is  given. 

J.  HOLT, 

Secretary  of  War, 
ISAAC  TOUOEY, 
Secretary  of  the  N^avy, 

Fort  Taylor,  Fla.,  January  31, 1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U,  S,  Army  : 

Sir  :  My  company  left  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  on  the  24th  of  the  present 
month,  and  arrived  at  this  place  this  morning.  The  Brooklyn  will  coal 
at  this  place,  and  then  proceed  to  Fort  Jefferson.  As  there  was  but  a 
very  small  supply  of  fixed  ammunition  at  Fort  Monroe  fox  field  howitzers, 
I  took  only  two  12-pounder  field  howitzers  and  four  mountain  howitzers. 
There  was  plenty  of  ammunition  for  these  last,  but  I  could  only  obtain 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  rounds  for  the  12-pounders. 

I  have  communicated  your  instructions  to  Captain  Brannan,  in  com- 
mand at  this  place,  and  have  been  informed  by  him  that  Major  Arnold 
arrived  at  Fort  Jefferson  on  the  18th  instant.  Captain  Brannan  fur- 
nished him  with  six  8-inch  columbiads,  ten  6-inch  field  guns,  two  12- 
pounder  field  howitzers,  10,000  pounds  of  powder,  700  8-inch  shells, 
and  a  small  amount  of  ammunition  for  the  field  guns.  Captain  Bran- 
nan states  that  the  supply  of  ammunition  on  hand  is  small  and  the 
quality  bad.  The  citizens  of  this  place  are  well  disposed,  and  when 
the  re-enforcements  arrive  it  can  be  maintained  against  any  force  that 
the  seceders  may  bring  against  it. 

The  desiccated  vegetables  for  my  command  could  not  be  Imd  in  ISTor- 
folk.  Will  you  please  have  a  supply  sent  me  as  soon  as  possible*?  I 
understand  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  fresh  provisions  at  Pen- 
sacola. 

A  schooner  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday,  after  five  days  from  Pen- 
sacola. All  of  the  forts  except  Fort  Pickens  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
seceders.  The  strength  of  these  forts  was  about  3,000  men.  All  was 
quiet  when  the  schooner  left,  and  the  volunteers  were  not  at  all  satis- 
fied with  their  duties.  I  give  you  this  report  as  it  was  given  to  me. 
It  is  probable  that  you  may  be  in  possession  of  later  and  more  reliable 
information,  but  for  fear  that  you  may  not,  I  here  mention  it  in  my 
communication. 

The  privates  taken  from  the  companies  at  Old  Point  to  fill  up  my 
company  were  not  regularly  transferred.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
order  their  regular  transfer,  as  it  will  greatly  simplify  the  company 
returns  ? 

I  am  somewhat  doubtful  about  being  able  to  obtain  a  supply  of  fuel 
at  Fort  Pickens.  However,  I  shall  write  to  you  as  soon  as  I  arrive, 
and  give  you  all  the  information  in  my  power. 

Lieutenant  Craven,  U.  S.  i^J^avy,  leaves  this  place  this  evening  for 
l^ew  York,  and  has  kindly  offered  to  take  charge  of  this  commuuica- 
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tion  for  me.    Lieutenant  Craven  has  been  very  kind,  and  disposed  to 
aftbrd  any  assistance  in  his  power  to  the  troops  stationed  at  this  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

I.  YOGDES, 
Caj^tain^  First  Artillery, 

p.  s. — My  having  just  arrived  from  a  sea  voyage  I  trust  may  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  excuse  for  any  irregularities  in  this  communication. 


Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla.,  February  7, 1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  on  this  station  yes- 
terday in  the  TJ.  S.  steamer  Brooklyn,  with  Company  A,  First  Artillery. 
I  met  orders  here  which  prevent  the  landing  of  my  company  or  the  re- 
enforcement  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pickens  at  present.  Yesterday  I 
landed  at  Fort  Pickens,  assumed  command  of  the  forces  on  the  station, 
inspected  the  defenses,  and  had  a  consultation  with  Lieutenant  Slemmer. 
I  am  compelled  to  remain  on  board  the  Brooklyn  for  the  present,  and 
can,  of  course,  only  give  general  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Slemmer. 
I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  found  Fort  Pickens  in  a 
very  inefficient  state  of  defense.  At  the  time  Lieutenant  Slemmer  re- 
moved his  command  to  Fort  Pickens  there  were  only  forty  guns  mounted 
in  the  fort.  At  present  there  are  fifty-four  in  position.  The  accompany- 
ing sketch*  indicates  the  position  and  class  of  guns  now  in  position ; 
total,  fifty-foitr  of  all  kinds. 

Lieutenant  Slemmer  has  with  him  only  forty- six  enlisted  men  for 
duty,  and  thirty  ordinary  seamen  from  the  yard  at  this  station,  and  the 
latter  are  entirely  untrained,  insubordinate,  and  of  but  little  use  in  case 
of  attack.  There  are  fifty- seven  embrasures  that  are  unprovided  with 
cannon,  and  are  only  about  seven  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch, 
and  at  present  but  few  of  them  have  only  the  common  wooden  shutter, 
presenting  only  a  slight  obstacle  to  an  enemy.  There  are  only  very 
imperfect  means  of  barricading  them.  Such  as  they  are,  however,  I 
have  given  orders  to  be  immediately  employed. 

Lieutenant  Slemmer  has  been  obliged  to  employ  his  command  in 
getting  guns  into  position  and  in  barricading  the  embrasures.  He  is 
obliged  to  keep  one-half  of  his  men  under  arms  every  night,  and  they 
are  nearly  all  exhausted  with  fatigue.  The  guns  and  carriages  and 
implements  are  all  old,  and  nearly  unserviceable.  I  have  made  a 
requisition  direct  on  the  Department  for  the  necessary  supply  of  guns, 
carriages,  and  ammunition.  The  supply  of  this  last  is  very  inadequate. 
There  is  no  ammunition  for  the  columbiads,  no  cartridge  bags  for  them, 
nor  flannel  to  make  any.  In  fact,  had  it  been  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  place  the  fort  in  the  state  to  render  its  defense  impossible, 
it  could  not  have  been  done  more  efficiently  than  it  has  been  done. 
The  post  is  without  any  medical  officer,  and  if  it  is  intended  to  defend 
it  there  should  be  an  Engineer  officer  sent  at  once  to  the  station.  I 
trust  that  the  Department  will  immediately  order  that  the  supplies 
requested  be  sent.  There  are  no  bunks  either  for  the  hospital  or  for 
the  troops,  and  but  little  bedding  for  the  sick.  I  request  a  supply  may 
be  sent.  There  are  plenty  of  provisions  for  the  present,  although  I 
should  like  some  desiccated  vegetables  and  supplies  for  the  officers.    I 

*  Not  found. 
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would  mention  that  all  of  the  troops  will  be  compelled  to  live  in  open 
casemates,  and  many  of  them  will  soon  be  on  the  sick-list. 

The  seceders  have  a  considerable  force  in  and  about  Pensacola; 
what  number  I  am  unable  to  say  positively,  but  they  are  estimated  at 
about  1,700  men.  They  are  disorderly,  and  very  unwilling  to  be  con- 
trolled. Their  leaders,  from  what  I  can  learn,  I  believe  are  sincere  in 
their  intention  to  observe  the  armistice,  but  their  ability  to  control  the 
men  under  their  command  is  very  doubtful.  They  are  engaged  in 
erecting  batteries,  are  making  sand  bags,  &c.  They  have  plenty  of 
means  of  transporting  their  troops  to  Santa  Eosa  Island,  and  can  attack 
the  fort  on  all  sides  at  once.  At  present  there  is  not  one  trained  man 
to  a  gun  within  the  fort.  Should  the  enemy  decide  to  attack,  it  is 
exceedingly  probable  that  he  might  succeed  in  penetrating  into  the 
fort  before  my  company  could  be  landed  or  any  succor  could  arrive 
from  the  fleet.  I  should  therefore  urge  upon  the  Department  the 
necessity  of  the  fleet  taking  up  a  position  such  as  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  any  forces  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the  fort ;  this  would 
give  time  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the  work  and  the  landing  of 
the  troops  from  the  fleet ;  otherwise  we  may  have  the  mortification  and 
disgrace  of  seeing  the  fort  taken  by  a  body  of  untrained  troops  under 
our  very  noses. 

Should  the  armistice  be  broken,  my  company,  all  the  marines,  and  as 
many  sailors  as  may  raise  the  garrison  to  four  hundred  men  should  be 
immediately  landed.  All  of  the  advantages  of  the  present  armistice 
are  entirely  on  the  side  of  the  seceders.  I  would  therefore  urge  upon 
the  Department  the  necessity  of  immediately  re-enforcing  the  garrison. 
The  two  additional  companies  ordered  to  Forts  Taylor  and  Jefferson 
are  not  immediately  required  for  the  defense  of  those  works.  In  fact, 
in  their  present  state,  and  with  the  forces  now  in  them,  they  would  be 
stronger  than  Fort  Pickens  will  be  when  garrisoned  with  four  hun- 
dred men.  Captain  Meigs  kindly  offered  his  services,  if  necessary,  to 
assist  in  the  defense  of  this  place,  and  I  request  the  Department  that 
he  may  be  ordered  to  repair  to  this  place. 

Lieutenant  Slemmer  has  done  all  that  it  has  been  possible  to  do  with 
the  small  force  under  his  command.  His  resolution  to  defend  his  post 
at  all  hazards  evinces  the  highest  moral  courage  on  his  part,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  must  state  that  with  any  amount  of  v^gor  on  the  part  of 
the  assaulters  his  defense  would  have  been  hopeless.  His  resolution 
has  probably  been  the  means  of  preserving  Fort  Pickens  from  the 
seceders. 

Yours,  &c., 

I.  VOGDES, 
Captain,  First  Artillery. 

P.  S. — I  must  not  be  understood  as  recommending  any  violation  of 
the  existing  armistice,  but  the  collection  of  an  amount  of  troops  on  the 
station  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defense  should  anything  occur  to 
rupture  the  present  armistice. 


Fort  Pickens,  Fla„  February  — ,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  Holt,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  since  my  last  letter  per  Captain  Sands,  U. 
S.  Navy,  matters  have  assumed  lio  different  form.  I  am  continuing  the 
defenses  of  the  fort,  and  with  my  command  will  soon  have  it  prepared 
to  repel  an  attack.    I  have  now  seventy-eight  guns  mounted  and  ready 
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for  action.  I  will  put  up  to-morrow  three  10-incli  light  mortars.  I  have 
no  others.  The  casemate  embrasures  are  closed,  some  with  brickwork 
and  others  with  stone  and  pieces  of  wood.  These  will  be  strengthened 
as  time  permits.  I  am  making  canister  for  some  of  my  barbette  guns, 
there  being  none  in  the  fort.  An  abatis  of  brush  is  being  placed  about 
the  exposed  points  of  attack.  I  have  two  10-inch  columbiads  mounted, 
in  order  to  render  inefficient  any  battery  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
opposite  side.  There  are  two  others  in  the  fort  which  can  be  mounted 
if  necessary.  All  work  has  been  stopped  on  these  batteries,  according 
to  the  i)romise  of  Colonel  Chase.  I  do  not  think  there  are  more  than 
four  hundred  State  troops  occupying  the  fort  and  barracks  opposite. 
Fort  McEee  is  occupied,  but  no  guns  mounted  to  my  knowledge. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  .obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Fort  Picid^NS,  Pla.,  February  12, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  Holt,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  Since  the  departure  of  Lieutenant  Oilman  as  special  messenger 
for  Washington  nothing  of  special  interest  has  transpired.  1  am  con- 
tinuing the  defenses,  mounting  guns  on  the  ramparts,  and  blocking  up 
the  casemate  embrasures.  Having  observed  a  battery  in  course  of  erec- 
tion upon  which  they  were  mounting  heavy  guns,  8-inch  columbiads, 
and  as  this  battery  would  rake  two  bastions  and  the  connecting  curtains 
of  this  fort,  I  addressed  the  following  note  to  Colonel  Chase : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  February  11,  1861. 

Col.  Wm.  H.  Chase,  Commanding  the  Forces  of  Florida  : 

Sir  :  I  observe  you  are  erecting  and  arming  a  battery  west  of  the  ligbt-bouse.  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  its  further  continuance,  and  also  of  all  batteries 
which  may  bear  on  Fort  Pickens. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

To  which  I  received  the  following  satisfactory  reply  : 

Headquarters  Pensacola  District, 

February  12,  1861. 
Lieut.  A.  J.  ^L,TS.MMER,  Commanding  Fo7't  FicJcens : 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  I  ara  determined 
to  make  good  the  assurances  that  I  have  given,  that  no  attack  shall  be  made  on  Fort 
Pickens,  and  to  discontinue  all  preparations  for  one,  as  stated  in  my  letter  to  Capt. 
S.  Barron,  dated  January  29.  I  do  not  consider  the  erection  of  batteries  on  this  side 
as  aiming  at  an  attack  on  Fort  Pickens  ;  but,  desiring  to  avoid  all  actual  or  implied 
preparations  for  an  attack,  I  will  give  orders  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  erection  of 
the  battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CHASE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forces  of  Florida,  ^c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery, 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  March  12,  1861. 
Captain  YoaDES,  U.  S.  Army, 

On  hoard  Tf,  S.  sloopof-war  Brooldyn,  lying  off  Fort  Piclcens: 
Sir  :  At  the  first  favorable  moment  you  will  land  with  your  company, 
re-enforce  Fort  Pickens,  and  hold  the  same  till  further  orders.    Eeport 
frequently,  if  opportunities  present  themselves,  on  the  condition  of  the 
fort  and  the  circumstances  around  you. 
I  write  by  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Scott. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Taylor,  Key  West.  Fla., 

March  13,  1S61. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington  City : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  is  quiet  at  Key 
West  to  this  date,  nor  do  I  apprehend  any  attack  on  this  fort  until  a 
perfectly-organized  force  is  raised.  Flags  of  the  Southern  Confederacy 
have  been  raised  upon  the  stores  of  various  citizens.  I  doubt  if  any 
resident  of  Key  West  will  be  allowed  to  hold  of&ce  under  the  Federal 
Government  unless  supported  by  the  military  and  naval  forces.  We 
are  on  terms  of  friendship  with  the  best  portion  of  the  citizens,  and  all 
hope  there  will  be  no  collision. 

*^  at,  41^  Jb  Mr  Jl. 

W  W  W  TT  ^  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BRA]^]srAK, 
Captain,  Fir st^Ar tiller y,  Commanding  Post. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Brooklyn, 
Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla.,  March  17, 1861. 

Col.  L.  Tkoma^,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Sir  :  On  the  24th  of  last  January  I  left  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  with  sealed 
orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  which  assigned  me  to  the 
command  of  the  forts  in  this  harbor.  On  my  arrival  at  this  station  I 
met  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  War  which  instructed 
the  commander  of  the  Brooklyn  not  to  land  my  company  for  the  present. 
A  few  days  since  I  requested  a  copy  of  the  post  return  from  Lieutenant 
Slemmer  in  order  to  make  a  monthly  return  of  the  whole  command. 
He  declines  furnishing  me  with  it,  as  he  holds  that  the  telegraphic  dis- 
patch superseded  my  orders,  and  of  course  deprived  me  of  the  right  to 
command.  I  do  not  so  construe  the  dispatch,  nor  can  I  consider  it  as 
binding  upon  me,  as  I  have  never  received  a  copy  of  it,  nor  is  it  in  any 
way  directed  to  me.  I  can  hardly  imagine  that  the  Department  could 
intend  that  I  should  be  superseded  by  an  officer  junior  to  myself  both 
in  grade  and  rank,  and  that  it  would  have  at  least  informed  me  directly 
e£  the  fact  if  such  had  been  its  intention. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  how  important  in  the  present  critical  state 
of  affairs  it  is  to  have  a  perfect  unity  of  command.  Should  anytliing 
occur  that  may  render  it  necessary  that  my  company  should  be  landed, 
it  is  necessary  that  some  previous  arrangements  should  be  made  for  its 
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reception  and  distribution  of  the  wliole  command.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  state  that  such  arrangements  cannot  be  made  by  Lieutenant 
Slemmer,  nor  can  I  for  one  moment  consent  to  his  dispensing  of  either 
myself  or  my  command.  Besides  which,  until  Lieutenant  Slemmer 
declined  sending  me  the  return,  I  had  no  idea  that  he  disputed  my  right 
to  command,  and  I  had  made  arrangements  with  Captain  Adams,  com- 
manding the  naval  forces  on  this  station,  to  laud  a  force  of  marines  and 
sailors,  which,  with  my  company  and  the  troops  now  in  the  fort,  will 
raise  the  command  to  live  hundred  men.  This  force,  in  my  opinion,  will 
be  sufficient  to  hold  Fort  Pickens  against  any  force  that  may  attempt  to 
carry  it  by  escalade.  There  is,  however,  a  great  deficiency  both  of  am- 
munition and  supplies  for  so  large  a  command.  The  medical  supplies 
are  very  limited.  There  are  no  bunks  either  for  the  hospital  nor  ft>r  the 
men.  The  casemates  are  open,  and  have  only  brick  floors.  At  present 
the  men  are  in  the  officers'  quarters,  but  these  will  be  required  for  the 
officers,  and  would  besides  be  entirely  inadequate  to  accommodate  so 
large  a  command.  To  expose  the  men  to  sleep  on  the  damp  brick  floors, 
exposed  as  they  would  be  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  would  soon 
place  most  of  them  on  the  sick-report. 

It  is  important  that  requisitions  should  be  made  for  medicines  and 
quartermaster's  supi^lies  of  lumber,  bunks,  and  clothing  for  the  com- 
mand. I  directed  the  attending  surgeon  and  the  acting  assistant  quar- 
termaster to  make  the  necessary  requisitions,  but  whether  they  have 
done  so  or  not  I  cannot  say,  as  they  have  not  been  submitted  to  me. 

I  think  that  the  above  statement  will  satisfy  you  as  to  the  importance 
of  i)lacing  things  upon  such  a  footing  as  may  settle  at  once  the  right  to 
command.  I  have  not  deemed  it  judicious  to  take  the  course  with 
Lieutenant  Slemmer  which  I  should  have  taken  at  any  other  time,  but 
I  think  I  have  said  sufficient  to  satisfy  you  that  it  is  important  that  all 
ambiguity  as  to  my  right  to  command  should  be  at  once  removed.  I 
therefore  ask  that  instructions  may  at  once  be  given  for  me  to  at  once 
take  up  my  residence  within  the  fort,  which  the  authorities  now  seem 
to  think  is  contrary  to  the  agreement  entered  into. 

I  deem  it  important  that  the  commissary  and  qu^^rtermaster's  depart- 
ment at  this  post  should  be  supplied  with  money,  as  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain  supplies  without  it. 

Some  batteries  have  been  erected  by  the  seceders  between  the  navy- 
yard  and  Fort  Barrancas,  on  the  shore.  These  may  offer  a  very  serious 
obstacle  to  the  ships-of-war  entering  the  harbor.  The  troops,  however, 
I  think  can  be  safely  landed  on  Santa  Eosa  Island,  and  enter  the  fort 
without  encountering  any  serious  impediment.  May  I  request  that  you 
will  give  your  early  attention  to  the  above  case,  and  let  me  know  your 
decision  ? 

Yours,  &c., 

L  YOGDES, 
Captain,  First  Artillery. 


Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  March  18, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U,  S.  Army : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  last  rej^ort  nothing 

has  happened  to  disturb  the  peaceable  relations  existing  between  the 

United  States  forces  and  those  opposing  us.    I  have  placed  the  fort  in 

condition  for  defense  as  well  as  the  means  in  my  power  would  permit. 

>  The  contractor  has  refused  to  furnish  fresh  beef,  alleging  that  he  is 
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without  funds  for  purchasing  cattle.  The  United  States  is  indebted  to 
him  for  three  months'  supply. 

If  the  intention  of  the  Department  is  to  place  re-enforcements  in  the 
fort,  I  would  recommend  that  subsistence  stores  be  sent  immediately. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  four  negroes  (runaways)  came  to 
the  fortj  entertaining  the  idea  that  we  were  placed  here  to  protect  them 
and  grant  them  their  freedom.  I  did  what  I  could  to  teach  them  the 
contrary.  In  the  afternoon  I  took  them  to  Pensacola  and  delivered 
them  to  the  city  marshal,  to  be  returned  to  their  owners.  That  same 
night  four  more  made  their  appearance.  They  were  also  turned  over  to 
the  authorities  next  morning. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  I  received  this  communication: 

%  Headquarters  Troops  op  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  March  13,  1861. 
To  the  U.  S.  Officer  commanding  Fort  PicTcens,  Fla. : 

Sir:  The  bearer  of  this  communication,  Capt.  R.  C.  Wood,  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  waits  upon  you  in  my  behalf  with  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  neces- 
sary to  enable  me  to  understand  our  relative  positions.     He  will  communicate  to  you 
my  views,  and  receive  such  reply  as  j^ou  may  be  pleased  to  make. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

As  I  was  absent  at  Pensacola  delivering  up  the  negroes,  I  did  not  see 
Captain  Wood.  I  made  the  following  answer,  accompanying  it  with 
copies  of  the  agreement  entered  into  by  Colonel  Chase  and  the  War 
Department,  with  copies  of  such  other  papers  as  would  enable  the 
general  to  understand  our  positions : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  March  13,  1861. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Comdg.  the  forces,  <fc.,  near  Pensacola,  Fla.: 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date  reached  this  post  during  my  absence.  I  have 
the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  agreement  entered  into  between  Colonel  Chase, 
Senator  Mallory,  and  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  with  such  other  communica- 
tions as  may  enable  you  to  understand  our  relative  positions.  Please  let  me  know  as 
soon  as  convenient  whether  you  will  consider  the  agreement  binding  on  your  part  or 
not. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

To  which  I  received  the  following  reply: 

Headquarters  Troops  of  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  March  13,  1861. 

Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  Commanding  Fort  PicTcens  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  this  date  with  its 
inclosures.  In  announcing  to  you  my  intention  to  conform  strictly  to  the  spirit  of  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  Cohmel  Chase,  I  beg  to  suggest  to  you  that  the  erection  of 
a  battery  on  Santa  Rosa  Island  bearing  directly  on  our  navy-yard  is,  in  my  view, 
directly  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  the  agreement.  The  erection  of  the  works  on 
this  side  bearing  on  the  channel  cannot,  I  conceive,  be  taken  as  a  menace  against 
Fort  Pickens,  and  the  act  seems  to  me  fully  justified  as  a  means  of  defense,  and 
especially  so  under  the  threats  of  the  new  administration. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

The  battery  which  the  general  mentions  has  no  reality,  and  I  so 
requested  his  aid.  Lieutenant  Gaines,  to  inform  him. 
On  the  15th  I  made  the  following  answer : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  March  15,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  Comdg.  Forces  C.  S.,  near  Pensacola,  Fla. : 

Sir:  I  placed  yesterday  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant  before  the  com- 
mander of  the  squadron  ojff  the  harbor.    This  will  account  for  the  delay  in  announcing 
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to  you  that  the  assurances  given  arc  perfectly  satisfactory.  Of  the  erection  of  the 
batteries  on  either  side,  I  have  only  to  say  that  our  views  on  that  point  are  directly 
opposite. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

I  sent  yesterday  by  mail  (via  IsTew  Orleans)  my  montMy  returns  and 
muster  rolls  for  Eebruary.  I  hope  they  will  arrive  safely.  I  was  then 
not  aware  that  Commander  Adams  would  send  a  special  messenger. 

I  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
general  to  the  fact  that  there  is  mention  of  a  notification  being  given 
as  to  the  termination  of  the  agreement  on  either  side. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Brooklyn,  March  21, 1861. 
[General  Soott  :] 

General  :  I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  since  asking  you  to  decide  the 
subject  of  command  on  this  station.  Since  then  Lieutenant  Gilman  has 
arrived.  I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  give  my  communication  a  care- 
ful consideration,  and  will  see  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  unity  of 
command  on  the  station.  As  I  mentioned  in  my  communication,  it  is 
indispensable  that  there  should  be  a  perfect  understanding  between  the 
troops  and  the  naval  forces,  and  the  positions  to  be  occupied  beforehand 
be  fully  determined  upon.  How  this  can  be  done  when  the  troops  will 
have  to  land  only  when  the  fort  is  attacked  I  am  unable  to  see.  It  can- 
not be  done  unless  Lieutenant  Slemmer  is  to  be  allowed  to  give  me  or- 
ders and  to  assign  me  a  position,  and  to  that  I  never  will  submit.  I  will 
endeavor  to  perform  my  duty,  I  trust,  on  all  occasions,  but  I  never  will 
submit  to  be  commanded,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  my  junior.  More- 
over, when  I  enter  the  fort  I  become  its  commander,  and  will  be  held 
responsible  for  its  defense.  This  will  be,  probably,  when  the  enemy  is 
already  before  its  walls,  and  when  1  must,  of  course,  be  ignorant  of  the 
disposition  which  Lieutenant  Slemmer  has  made  for  its  defense.  How 
am  I  to  be  held  accountable  for  its  defense  when  I  have  not  the  com- 
mand until  the  last  moment  ?  I  trust,  general,  that  you  will  see  at  once 
the  false  position  in  which  I  am  placed,  and  at  once  relieve  me  from  it. 
If  not,  I  enter  my  protest  against  being  in  any  way  held  accountable  for 
what  may  take  place. 

Until  within  a  few  days  the  naval  and  military  forces  have  been  sup- 
plied with  fresh  provisions  from  Warrington  and  Pensacola,  but  General 
Bragg  has  issued  an  order  prohibiting  any  supplies  being  furnished  to 
us,  and  prohibits  the  citizens  communicating  with  us,  except  by  special 
permission. 

The  conditions  of  the  agreement  entered  into  by  the  late  Government 
and  Major  Chase  and  Senator  Mallory  give  every  advantage  to  the  se- 
ceders,  yet  some  of  them  deny  the  right  of  those  two  gentlemen  to  make 
it.  They  are  not  required  to  give  any  notice  of  its  abrogation,  and  may 
attack  the  fort  without  a  moment's  notice,  and  under  the  most  favorable 
circumstances  it  will  be  impossible  to  send  any  assistance  to  the  fort 
from  the  ships  in  less  time  than  three  hours.  Should  there  be  the  least 
panic  among  the  troops  within  the  fort  it  would  probably  be  taken. 
There  are  about  forty  guns  mounted,  and  the  garrison  is  about  one  man 
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to  a  guD.  They  could  only  make  a  single  discharge,  and  would  not  prob- 
ably be  able  to  reload  the  guns.  Should  those  on  any  of  the  fronts  be 
discharged  too  soon,  that  front  would  be  left  without  any  defense.  More- 
over, the  garrison  is  kept  constantly  harassed,  and  is  almost  every  night 
obliged  to  be  under  arms,  from  fear  of  attack.  With  the  present  gar- 
rison, my  company,  and  one  hundred  marines,  which  we  could  obtain 
from  the  fleet,  1  think  it  would  be  perfectly  secure  from  assault. 

Our  means  of  communication  with  the  Government  are  very  uncer- 
tain. We  do  not  feel  certain  that  our  communications  have  reached 
the  Department,  nor  do  we  know  whether  the  Department's  messenger 
to  us  may  not  have  been  intercepted.  Of  course,  we  do  not  know  how 
we  are  expected  to  act.  I  would  suggest  that  a  small  steamer  should 
ply  between  here  and  Havana,  so  as  to  communicate  with  the  mail  steamer 
from  Kew  York  at  that  port.  The  supplies  at  the  fort  are  getting  low, 
and  those  of  the  naval  forces  are  still  lower.  These  last  have  not  ten 
days'  supply. 

The  Brooklyn  leaves  to-morrow  for  Key  West  or  Havana  in  order  to 
obtain  a  supply.  Should  she  not  succeed,  the  naval  forces  will  have  to 
be  withdrawn.  The  Brooklyn  has  by  far  the  most  efficient  battery  of 
any  of  the  ships  on  the  station,  and  is  besides  probably  the  only  vessel 
that  could  take  up  a  position  to  effectively  cover  our  landing.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  she  should  be  withdrawn  at  this  juncture. 
My  company  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  frigate  Sabine. 

Major  Tower,  of  the  Engineers,  arrived  on  the  19th,  but  under  the 
existing  arrangement  cannot  reside  within  the  fort.  Even  was  he  there, 
not  having  any  force  to  labor^  he  could  not  do  much.  I  have  endeavored 
to  lay  before  you  a  true  statement  of  the  disadvantageous  position  in 
which  we  are  placed,  and  I  trust  that  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  it  will  be 
remedied.  Whatever  may  be  done,  I  trust  that  we  will  be  soldiers 
enough  to  do  all  that  lies  in  our  power  to  uphold  the  honor  of  our  coun- 
try's flag,  and  prevent  its  forts  from  being  seized  by  those  in  rebellion 
against  its  authority. 


Yours,  truly, 


I.  YOGDES, 

Captain^  First  Artillery, 


Headquarters  Fort  Taylor,  Fla.,' 

March  27,  1861. 

T.  A.  M.  Craven, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  TI.  S.  Steamer  Crusader^  Harbor  of  Key  West: 

Sir:  In  reference  to  our  conversation  this  morning  and  the  letter 
shown  by  you  to  myself,  and  with  the  desire  that  we  may  act  together 
should  an  occasion  occur,  I  deem  it  advisable  to  state  that  this  fort  is 
fully  garrisoned  with  veteran  soldiers,  and  I  beheve  it  is  entirely  within 
my  power  to  control  this  island  and  to  prevent  a  lodgment  thereon  by 
any  hostile  force  whatsoever ;  further,  that  I  intend  to  treat  any  at- 
tempt to  do  so  as  an  overt  act  of  war,  to  be  met  at  its  initiation.  I 
have  no  specific  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  but  the  course 
of  my  duty  is  clear,  and  I  mean  to  follow  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FRElsrOH, 
Brevet  Major ,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 
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Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  March  30, 1861. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  matters  have  not  assumed  a 
hostile  attitude.  Everything  appears  quiet.  Troops  are  being  quietly 
concentrated  and  preparations  made  for  an  immediate  movement  should 
the  present  amicable  agreement  be  interrupted.  From  all  I  can  learn, 
there  are  now  nearly  one  thousand  enlisted  men  occupying  the  various 
posts  and  batteries  in  the  vicinity  and  five  thousand  expected.  Since 
my  last  report  the  redoubt  between  Fort  Barrancas  and  the  bayou  has 
been  occupied  and  made  an  ordnance  depot.  Nearly  all  the  powder 
has  been  transferred  from  the  navy-yard  to  that  post.  The  troops  are 
organized  and  apparently  under  good  discipline,  a  marked  difference 
existing  between  them  and  the  volunteers  who  first  occupied  these 
positions.  Guns  are  being  mounted  at  Fort  McEee.  The  light-house 
battery  has  four  8-inch  columbiads  which  bear  directly  on  this  work. 
Another  battery  of  four  8-inch  columbiads  is  situated  to  the  east  and 
front  of  the  naval  hospital.  Eeport  says  that  another  battery  has  been 
constructed  at  the  old  lighthouse.  I  cannot  distinguish  any  signs  of  it, 
however.    If  made,  it  is  effectually  masked. 

Fort  Barrancas  is  fully  armed.  Guns  are  mounted  in  the  navy-yard 
for  its  protection.  These  works  are  being  strengthened  and  completed 
each  day,  and  soon  the  position  will  be  one  which  will  be  very  difi&cult 
to  reoccupy,  and  one  which  will  prove  a  serious  annoyance  to  this  post. 
Shot  and  shells  can  be  thrown  from  each  of  these  works  into  Fort 
Pickens.  I  have  protested  against  the  prosecution  of  these  works,  but 
with  no  effect.  Colonel  Chase  did  stop  the  work,  but  his  successors 
have  continued  them  on  the  plea  of  being  for  defensive  purposes.  With 
one  or  two  batteries  established  on  Santa  Eosa  Island,  Fort  Pickens 
would  be  in  almost  as  bad  a  position  as  Fort  Sumter.  Fort  McEee  and 
these  batteries  would  be  able  to  drive  off  any  shipping  and  prevent  the 
introduction  of  re- enforcements  and  provisions.  I  have  thus  far  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  any  lodgment  on  the  island,  and  will  consider  any 
such  movement  a  breach  of  the  agreement. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  we  should  be  informed  as  to  passing  events, 
and  would,  therefore,  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
manding General  to  the  fact  that  from  the  23d  February  until  the  29th 
March  no  important  communication  has  been  received.  We  receive 
nothing  but  from  the  sufferance  of  the  opposing  forces,  which  at  any 
moment  may  be  stopped  should  anything  occur  contrary  to  their  desires. 
I  am  now  left  without  an  of&cer,  but  will  request  the  transfer  of  Lieu- 
tenant Langdon  to  the  fort  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Gilman. 

Fresh  provisions  are  now  denied  us.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  hold  this  fort,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  stores  and  supplies  necessary  for  the  effective  defense  of  the  work 
be  forwarded  immediately,  with  definite  instructions  as  to  their  being 
landed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A,  J.  SLEMMEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  April  1,  1861. 
Bvt.  Col.  Harvey  Brown, 

U.  S  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Sir  :  You  have  been  designated  to  take  command  of  an  expedition  to 
re-enforce  and  hold  Fort  Pickens,  in  the  harbor  of  Pensacola.    You  wiU 
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proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  that  place,  and  you  will  assume 
command  of  all  the  land  forces  of  the  United  States  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Florida.  You  will  proceed  to  I^ew  York,  where  ste?/m 
transportation  for  four  companies  will  be  engaged,  and,  putting  on  board 
such  supplies  as  you  can  ship,  without  delay  proceed  at  once  to  your 
destination.  The  engineer  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners;  Brevet 
Major  Hunt's  Company  M,  Second  Artillery ;  Captain  Johns'  Company 
C,  Third  Infantry ;  Captain  Chtz's  Company  E,  Third  Infantry,  will 
embark  with  you  in  the  first  steamer.  Other  troops  and  full  supplies 
will  be  sent  after  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Captain  Meigs  will  accompany  you  as  engineer,  and  will  remain  with 
you  until  you  are  established  in  Fort  Pickens,  when  he  will  return  to 
resume  his  duties  in  this  city.  The  other  members  of  your  staff  will  be 
Asst.  Surg.  John  Campbell,  medical  staff;  Capt.  Kufus  IngaUs,  assistant 
quartermaster ;  Capt.  Henry  F.  Clarke,  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence; Bvt.  Capt.  George  L.  Hartsuff',  assistant  adjutant- general;  and 
First  Lieut.  George  T.  Batch,  ordnance  officer. 

The  object  and  destination  of  this  expedition  will  be  communicated  to 
no  one  to  whom  it  is  not  already  known.  The  naval  officers  in  the  Gulf 
will  be  instructed  to  co-operate  with  you,  and  to  afford  every  facility  in 
their  power  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
which  is  the  security  of  Fort  Pickens  against  all  attacks,  foreign  and 
domestic.  Should  a  shot  be  fired  at  yo^i,  you  will  defend  yourself  and 
your  expedition  at  whatever  hazard,  and,  if  needful  for  such  defense,  in- 
flict upon  the  assailants  all  the  damage  in  your  power  within  the  range 
of  your  guns. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Keyes,  military  secretary,  will  be  authorized  to 
give  all  necessary  orders,  and  to  call  upon  the  staff  department  for 
every  requisite  material  and  transportation,  and  other  steamers  will  fol- 
low that  on  which  you  embark,  to  carry  re-enforcements,  supplies,  and 
provisions  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pickens  for  six  months.  Captain 
Barry's  battery  will  follow  as  soon  as  a  vessel  can  be  fitted  for  its  trans- 
portation. Two  or  three  foot  companies  will  embark  at  the  same  time 
with  the  battery.  All  the  companies  will  be  filled  up  to  the  maximum 
standard,  those  to  embark  first  from  the  recruits  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York.  The  other  companies  will  be  filled,  if  practicable,  with  instructed 
soldiers. 

You  will  make  Fort  Jefferson  your  main  depot  and  base  of  operations. 
You  will  be  careful  not  to  reduce  too  much  the  means  of  the  fortresses  in 
the  Florida  Eeef,  as  they  are  deemed  of  greater  importance  than  even 
Fort  Pickens.  The  naval  officers  in  the  Gulf  will  be  instructed  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  every  way,  in  order  to  insure  the  safety  of  Fort 
Pickens,  Fort  Jefferson,  and  Fort  Taylor.  You  will  freely  communicate 
with  them  for  this  end,  and  will  exhibit  to  them  the  authority  of  the 
President  herewith. 

The  President  directs  that  you  be  assigned  to  duty  from  this  date 
according  to  your  brevet  rank  in  the  Army. 

With  great  confidence  in  your  judgment,  zeal,  and  intelligence,  I 
remain,  respectfully, 

WmFIELD  SCOTT. 

April  2, 1861. 
Approved: 

ABEAHAM  LmCOLN. 
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[Inclosnre.] 

Executive  Mansion,  April  1,  1861. 

All  officers  of  the  Army  and  Kavy,  to  whom  this  order  may  be  ex- 
hibited, will  aid  by  every  means  in  their  power  the  expedition  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Harvey  Brown,  supplying  him  with  men  and  mate- 
rial and  co-operating  with  him  as  he  may  desire.  ' 

ABEAHAM  LINCOLl^. 


Wilmington,  K.  0.,  April  2, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten,  Chief  Engineer ^  Washington^  D.  C: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  from  Fort  Clinch, 
and  my  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  to  me  by  your  order  of  the 
18th  ultimo,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  perform  it. 

I  have  paid  off  all  the  employes  mentioned  in  Captain  Whiting^s  let- 
ter of  the  8th  ultimo,  and  discharged  all  not  before  discharged  except 
the  fort  keeper,  Mr.  J.  A.  Walker,  and  two  laborers.  I  thought  it  best 
to  retain  the  services  of  these  two  laborers,  partly  because  the  sand 
embankments  inside  the  fort  require  constant  attention,  and  partly  be- 
cause I  was  not  able  to  sell  any  of  the  public  property. 

After  I  had  paid  off  the  accounts.  Colonel  Butler,  commanding  the 
Florida  militia  at  Fernandina,  very  i^olitely  informed  me  that  the 
authorities  of  that  State  had  virtually  taken  possession  of  Fort  Clinch, 
and  that  any  sale  of  its  property  by  the  United  States  would  be  regarded 
as  illegal,  and  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  resist  such  sale  if  necessary. 
After  some  conversation,  finding  myself  unable  to  change  his  resolution, 
I  was,  of  course,  compelled  to  yield. 

The  State  of  Florida,  or  the  Confederate  States,  will  probably  soon 
take  formal  possession  of  Fort  Clinch. 

I  have  told  Mr.  Walker  that  while  things  remain  as  they  are  he  may 
regard  himself  and  his  two  assistants  as  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  at  least  until  he  shall  be  officially  informed  to  the  contrary,  but 
that  whenever  the  property  or  the  fort  shall  be  actually  seized  the 
United  States  will  be  no  longer  responsible  for  services. 

There  are  some  small  accounts  for  supplies  and  for  services  still  un- 
paid. As  soon  as  I  receive  them  I  will  forward  them  to  the  Department 
for  your  decision. 


Respectfully, 


D.  P.  WOODBURY, 

Captain,  Engineers, 


[Indorsements.  ] 


Engineer  Department,  April  8, 1861. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  his  in- 
structions as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the  care  of  the 
Government  property  at  Fort  Clinch. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  within  report  that  while  this  property  is 
nominally  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  it  is  actually  under 
the  control  of  the  Florida  authorities,  as  is  shown  by  their  refusal  to 
permit  the  sale  of  the  same. 

Should  the  United  States,  therefore,  continue  its  expenditures  for  the 
care  of  the  fort  and  the  property  thereat  ?    Unless  the  Government  de- 
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signs  taking  actual  possession  of  and  holding  this  work  and  property,  I 
would  recommend  their  being  at  once  abandoned. 

J.  G.  TOTTEI^, 
Brevet  Brigadier -General^  and  Colonel  Engineers, 

April  10,  1861. 
Let  the  work  cease  for  the  present. 

SIMOISr  OAMEEOIsr, 

Secretary  of  War, 

April  3,  1861. 
[For  Totten  to  Secretary  Cameron  in  reference  to  Forts  Sumter  and 
Pickens,  see  p.  232.] 


U.  S.  Transport  Atlantic, 
[I^ew  York,]  A;pril  6,  1861— 2J  p.  m. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State : 

Dear  Sir  ;  By  great  exertions,  within  less  than  six  days  from  the 
time  the  subject  was  broached  in  the  office  of  the  President,  a  war  steamer 
sails  from  this  portj  and  the  Atlantic,  built  under  contract  to  be  at  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  war,  will  follow  this  afternoon 
with  500  troops,  of  which  one  company  is  sappers  and  miners,  one  a 
mounted  battery.  The  Illinois  will  follow  on  Monday  with  the  stores 
which  the  Atlantic  could  not  hold. 

While  the  mere  throwing  of  a  few  men  into  Fort  Pickens  may  seem 
a  small  operation,  the  opening  of  a  campaign  is  a  great  one. 

Unless  this  movement  is  supported  by  ample  supplies  and  followed 
up  by  the  Kavy  it  will  be  a  failiu'e.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  war 
which  every  statesman  and  soldier  has  foreseen  since  the  passage  of  the 
South  Carolina  ordinance  of  secession.  You  will  find  the  Army  and  the 
^avy  clogged  at  the  head  with  men,  excellent  patriotic  men,  men  who 
Avere  soldiers  and  sailors  forty  years  ago,  but  who  nt)w  merely  keep 
active  men  out  of  the  places  in  which  they  could  serve  the  country. 

If  you  call  out  volunteers  you  have  no  general  to  command.  The 
general  born,  not  made,  is  yet  to  be  found  who  is  to  govern  the  great 
army  which  is  to  save  the  country,  if  saved  it  can  be.  Colonel  Keyes 
has  shown  intelligence,  zeal,  activity,  and  I  look  for  a  high  future  for 
him. 

England  took  six  months  to  get  a  soldier  to  the  Crimea.     We  were 
from  May  to  September  in  getting  General  Taylor  before  Monterey.    Let 
us  be  supported ;  we.  go  to  serve  our  country,  and  our  country  should 
not  neglect  us  or  leave  us  to  be  strangled  in  tape,  however  red. 
EespectfuUy, 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 


U.  S.  Troop-Ship  Atlantic, 
Lat.  320  13',  Long.  14P  49'  15'',  A:pril  10,  1861. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

Dear  Sir  :  We  expect  to  touch  at  Key  West,  and  will  be  able  to 
set  things  in  order  there  and  give  the  first  check  to  the  secession 
movement  by  firmly  establishing  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in 
that  most  ungrateful  island  and  city.  Thence  we  propose  to  send  dis- 
patches under  cover  to  you.    The  officers  will  write  to  their  friends, 


Chap.  TV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  369 

understanding  that  the  package  will  not  be  broken  until  after  the  public 
has  notice  through  the  newspapers  of  our  success  or  defeat.  Our  object 
is  yet  unknown  on  board,  and  if  I  read  the  papers  of  the  eve  of  our 
departure  aright  our  secret  is  still  a  secret  in  Sfew  York.  Ko  commu- 
nication with  the  shore,  however,  will  be  allowed. 

Your  dispatch  arrived  as  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  Atlantic,  just  before 
the  hour  at  which  she  was  to  sail,  and  two  or  three  hours  after  that 
appointed  for  the  Powhatan.  When  the  arrow  has  sped  from  the  bow  it 
may  glance  aside,  but  who  shall  reclaim  it  before  its  flight  is  finished  ? 

A  violent  gale  compelled  us  to  lay  head  to  wind  for  twenty-four  hours. 
We  ran  one  hundred  miles  out  of  our  course.  The  Powhatan  having  taken 
this  gale  earlier  may  have  got  through  it  with  less  delay,  so  that  it  is 
not  now  likely  that  we  will  overtake  her.  She  had  orders  to  call  off 
Key  West,  and  by  boat  or  signal  ascertain  whether  we  had  passed.  It 
is  important  that  she  should  reach  the  port  before  us. 

Permit  me  to  urge  the  importance  of  the  purchase  of  these  Collins 
steamers.  Britain  has  already  taken  the  first,  the  Adriatic.  Jeff.  Davis 
or  the  United  States  may  take  them.  They  were  built  under  contract 
subject  to  be  taken  at  a  valuation  if  needed  for  war.  This  ship,  the  At- 
lantic, cost  $750,000.  We  have  chartered  her  at  $2,000  per  day  for 
thirty  days,  with  the  privilege,  at  the  end  of  thirty  days,  of  retaining 
her  at  that  price,  giving  her  up,  or  purchasing  by  the  United  States  at 
$350,000,  one-half  her  cost.  During  the  height  of  the  gale  she  showed 
no  signs  of  weakness,  rode  easily,  without  labor,  and  the  very  line  of 
cabin-lights  reflected  from  a  mirror,  which  doubles  all  distortions,  was 
straight  and  true.  This  too  with  forty  tons  of  horses  in  place  of  port- 
guns  on  her  bow,  and  thirty  tons  of  hay  and  stores  on  her  after-hurricane 
deck.  The  weight  of  10-inch  pivot  guns  would  not  therefore  hurt 
her.  Thus  far  we  have  lost  but  one  horse,  exhausted  by  struggling  after 
falling  during  the  gale. 

The  Baltic  I  hope  is  chartered  on  terms  like  those  of  the  Atlantic. 
Both  should  belong  to  the  United  States.  British  agents,  if  not  South- 
ern envoys,  are  after  them.  Had  we  been  on  board  a  vessel  less  staunch 
and  seaworthy  not  a  horse  would  have  been  seen  on  deck  and  the  ship 
might  have  shared  the  fate  of  the  San  Francisco. 

The  dispatch  and  the  secrecy  with  which  this  expedition  has  been 
fitted  out  will  strike  terror  into  the  ranks  of  rebellion.  All  l^ew  York 
saw,  all  the  United  States  knew,  that  the  Atlantic  was  filling  with 
stores  and  troops.  But  now  this  nameless  vessel,  her  name  is  painted 
out,  speeds  out  of  the  track  of  commerce  to  an  unknown  destination. 
Mysterious,  unseen,  where  will  the  powerful  bolt  fall  ?  What  thousands 
of  men,  spending  the  means  of  the  Confederate  States,  vainly  beat 
the  air  amid  the  swamps  of  the  southern  coast,  and,  filling  the  dank 
forts,  curse  secession  and  the  mosquitoes ! 

Buy  all  the  steamships,  fill  them  with  troops  and  stores,  start  them 
on  such  mysterious  errands,  and  Mr.  Memminger  will  need  more  loans 
and  South  Carolina  herself  will  grow  sick  of  rebellion. 

God  promised  to  send  before  his  chosen  people  an  advance-guard  of 
hornets.  Our  constant  allies  are  the  more  ef&cient  mosquitoes  and 
sand-flies.  At  this  time  the  republic  has  need  of  all  her  sons,  of  all 
their  knowledge,  zeal,  and  courage. 

Major  Hunt  is  with  us,  somewhat  depressed  at  going  into  the  field 

without  his  horses.    His  battery  of  Napoleon  guns,  probably  the  best 

field  guns  in  our  service,  is  to  follow  in  the  Illinois ;  but  the  traitor 

Twiggs  surrendered  his  horses  to  the  rebels  of  Texas,  and  the  company 

24  R  R 
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of  well-trained  artillerists  finds  itself,  after  eight  years  of  practice  in  that 
highest  and  most  efficient  arm,  the  light  artillery,  going  into  active  serv- 
ice as  footmen.    They,  too,  feel  the  change  deeply. 

I  inclose  a  memorandum  which  Major  Hunt  has  written  at  my  sug- 
gestion, and  I  bespeak  your  influence  to  see  that  he  is  supplied  with 
horses.  If,  in  the  end,  this  be  not  found  the  best  field  for  the  campaign — 
and  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  advise  on  this  point — then  these  trained 
men  and  officers,  these  instructed  soldiers,  may  be  easily  transferred  to 
another  field  and  replaced  by  some  company  whose  training  will  suit  the 
duties  to  be  performed  at  our  destination.  The  major  served  through  the 
Mexican  war  in  Duncan's  famous  battery,  was  brevetted  for  Ohurubusco, 
again  for  Ohapultepec  and  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  commanded  the  bat- 
tery at  Molino.  These  are  historic  names.  Such  an  officer  should  be 
encouraged,  promoted,  translated  to  that  sphere  to  which  his  peculiar 
training  and  skill  will  be  most  useful  to  his  country.  I  have  been  grati- 
fied, even  surprised,  at  the  soldierly  and  loyal  spirit  with  which  these 
officers  go  upon  this  expedition.  Whether  our  aim  be  Charleston, 
Savannah,  Dominica,  Pensacola,  Mobile,  Key  West,  Louisiana,  or  Texas, 
they  do  not  know,  but  with  cheerful  trust  in  the  Government  they  rely 
upon  its  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  not  a  sad  brow  or  a  complaining 
spirit  is  on  board.  This  loyalty  and  devotion  is  beautiful.  It  promises 
for  the  country,  if  properly  appreciated  and  encouraged,  a  most  efficient 
army,  animated  by  hope  and  patriotism.  From  such  men,  and  not  from 
the  pillows  used  to  bolster  up  political  reputations,  should  the  colonels 
of  your  new  regiments  be  selected.  Such  men  will  raise  regiments  at 
their  call.  The  soil  will  sprout  armed  men.  They  can  train  them  into 
soldiers  who  will  save  the  country,  if  arms  can  save  it.  All  patriots 
should  look  to  these  things.  On  the  spirit  and  loyalty  of  your  officers 
depends  the  success  of  your  armies. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 

[Inclosure.] 

Memorandum  for  Captain  Meigs, 

My  battery,  dismounted  in  consequence  of  Twiggs'  treason,  left  its 
horses  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.  The  guns,  light  12-pounders  (the  new 
canon-obusier  of  Louis  li^apoleon),  are  the  only  ones  in  our  service  of  that 
kind.  They  were  brought  off  by  the  company  in  spite  of  extraordinary 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Texans  to  get  possession  of  them.  Their  firing 
is  very  accurate,  and  with  equal  mobility  they  have  much  greater  power 
than  the  6-pounder.  Each  is  perfectly  adapted  to  the  use  of  all  the 
projectiles  known  in  the  service — shot,  shell,  spherical  case,  and  canister. 
The  fire  of  one  portion  of  the  battery  is  therefore  never  sacrificed  to  that 
of  another,  as  so  often  happens  in  ordinary  batteries,  where  the  fire  of 
the  gun  must  often  be  sacrificed  to  that  of  the  howitzer,  and  vice  versa. 

The  men  of  the  company  are  well  instructed  both  as  drivers  and  can- 
noneers, a  work  requiring  time  and  patience,  and  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance that  the  knowledge  they  have  acquired  by  long  training  ^ould 
not  be  lost  to  the  service,  for  neither  drivers  nor  cannoneers  can  be 
improvised  when  wanted.  The  battery  has  with  it  its  forge,  battery- 
wagons,  harness,  &c.,  and  requires  only  horses  to  make  it  thoroughly 
efficient.  These  ought  to  be  supplied  at  once,  as  they  would  convert  a 
comparatively  inefficient,  because  uninstructed,  infantry  company  into 
an  efficient  field  battery. 
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The  number  of  horses  required  is  eighty ;  for  quality  and  description 
see  page  46,  Artillery  Tactics.  A  few  good  saddle-horses  for  officers 
shoidd  be  sent  in  Mdition,  say  eight  or  ten. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major ^  Captain  Second  Artillery^ 

Commanding  Light  Battery  M, 
Steamer  Atlantic,  • 

At  Sea,  April  10,  18G1. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Transport  Ship  Atlantic, 

April  11,  1861, 
Oapt.  E.  B.  Hunt,  U.  8.  Engineers,  Fort  Taylor : 

Sir  :  You  will  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  island  of  Key  West  with  a 
view  to  the  erection  of  any  field-works  which  may  be  required  to  enable 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Taylor  and  of  the  town  of  Key  West  to  prevent  a 
hostile  landing.  In  making  this  project  you  will  consult  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  forces  in  the  island,  and  call  upon  him  for  any  necessary 
assistance.  The  project,  when  complete,  should  be  submitted  to  head- 
quarters of  the  Department  of  Florida  for  further  orders.  You  will,  for 
fear  of  accident,  make  it  in  duplicate,  retaining  one  copy  and  forwarding 
the  other  to  said  headquarters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BROWN, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


U.  S.  Transport  Ship  Atlantic, 

April  11,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Commanding  Fort  Jefferson : 

Sir  :  You  will  take  measures  for  the  occupation  by  sea- coast  earthen 
batteries  of  all  the  points  in  the  harbor  of  Tortugas  necessary  to  secure 
a  complete  command  of  the  anchorage  and  of  the  channels  of  entrance 
thereto.  For  this  purpose  you  will  consider  that  a  certain  number  of 
sailing  vessels  of  the  Navy  will  be  available.  They  will  be  moored  in 
such  positions  as  to  command  the  anchorage  and  the  passes,  and  will 
themselves  be  supported  by  the  shore  batteries.  These  batteries  should 
be  constructed  to  resist  projectiles  now  used  in  our  own  and  European 
navies,  and  should  therefore  be  provided  with  earthen  parapets  of  not 
less  than  twenty-four  feet  in  thickness.  It  is  considered  that  no  battery 
should  contain  less  than  three  pieces  of  heavy  caliber,  and  that  the  means 
disposable  will  not  permit  more  than  three  to  be  constructed  at  any  one 
point.  The  batteries  should  be  closed  works  capable  of  offering  some 
resistance  to  a  sudden  assault ;  should  contain  bomb-proof  magazines 
for  a  small  supply  of  ammunition,  renewable  from  the  ships  or  from  Fort 
Jefferson,  and  will  be  occupied  by  detachments  from  the  crew,  of  the 
troops  or  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  relieved  at  short  intervals. 

Sufficient  shelter  for  the  garrison  must  be  provided.  For  this  purpose 
temporary  sheds  of  lumber  will  suffice.  The  guns  should  be  mounted  in 
barbette.  They  will  be  supplied  either  by  the  fleet  or  by  the  Ordnance 
Department.  The  works  will  be  constructed  of  the  materials  to  be  found 
on  the  spot,  sand  and  fascines  or  gabions.  Timber  will  be  supplied  from 
the  public  stores  for  the  platforms,  magazines,  «&c. 

The  points  to  which  your  attention  is  particularly  directed  as  proba- 
ble to  be  occupied  are  Bird  Key,  Sand  Key,  Loggerhead  Key,  East  Key, 
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Middle  Key,  and  Bush  Key.  The  construction  of  their  outlines  should 
be  commenced  at  once,  in  order  that  they  may  be  r^ady  to  receive  the 
guns  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  In  their  construction  your  command  will 
be  employed.  The  Engineer  officers  at  Fort  Jefferson  will  be  called  upon 
by  you  for  their  professional  advice  and  assistance  in  this  matter. 

Plans,  as  soon  as  prepared,  should  be  forwarded  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  department  for  consideration  and  approval,  but  you  will  not  wait 
for  this  approval  of  the  complete  system  to  commence  the  works. 
The  first  point  on  which  to  commence  work  is  Bird  Key. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOW:^[, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Transport  Ship  Atlantic, 

April  11, 1861. 
Lieut.  J.  St.  0.  Morton,  Fort  Jefferson^  Tortugas : 

Sir  :  You  will  act  in  concert  with  Major  Arnold,  commanding  the  har 
bor  of  the  Tortugas,  in  preparing  with  the  least  possible  delay  projects 
for  the  complete  temporary  defense  and  occupation  of  the  whole  harbor 
of  the  Tortugas.  The  orders  issued  to  Major  Arnold,  which  he  will  exhibit 
to  you,  will  impress  you  of  the  general  project.  Eequisitions  have  been 
made  upon  the  Ordnance  Department  for  twenty  to  twenty-four  heavy 
guns  with  barbette  carriages  and  platforms  of  timber  for  these  batteries. 
If  these  arrive  they  will  be  used.  If  ships  arrive  before  them,  the  guns 
from  the  ships  will  be  landed  for  this  use,  to  be  replaced  by  the  Army 
pieces  when  received. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  the  commander  of  Fort  Taylor  to  clear  the 
brush  and  timber  from  a  certain  portion  of  the  island  of  Key  West. 
This  brushwood  will  be  used  to  make  fascines,  and  will  be  transferred  to 
the  Tortugas  upon  requisition. 

Eelying  upon  your  resources,  energy,  and  intelligence  for  official  pro- 
fessional aid  in  this  matter, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWN, 

Colonely  Commanding. 


Headquabters  Steamship  Atlantic, 

Off  Key  West,  April  12,  1861. 

Lieut.  Ool.  B.  D.  Ketes, 

Secretary  to  General-in-  Chief,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  the  special  instructions  of  the  General-in- 
Ohief,  I  proceeded  to  Kew  York  on  the  2d,  and  arrived  there  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant,  and  was  engaged  until  Saturday,  the  6th,  in 
preparing  for  this  expedition.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  Barry's 
battery  (Company  A,  Second  Artillery),  Hunt's  company  (M,  Second 
Artillery),  Duane's  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners,  and  Companies  C 
and  E  (Johns'  and  Clitz's),  Third  Infantry,  and  twenty  Engineer  car- 
penters were  embarked  on  board  the  steamship  Atlantic,  Captain  Gray. 
We  hauled  out  in  the  stream  at  dark,  but  continued  to  take  in  cargo 
through  the  night,  and  on  Sunday  morning  at  3J  weighed  anchor  and 
went  to  sea.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  we  had  a  heavy  gale,  dead 
ahead,  the  horses  of  the  battery  suffering  very  much  from  the  heavy  sea, 
the  wet,  and  the  cold,  and  were  preserved  only  by  the  substantial  excel- 
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lence  of  our  ship  and  the  vigilant  care  of  the  officers.  Only  two  died 
during  the  gale,  and  the  rest  are  doing  well.  My  command  are  all 
healthy  and  in  good  spirits. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Balch,  ordnance  officer,  to  make  on  the 
proper  offices  requisitions  for  various  articles  which  were  not  to  be  pro- 
cured at  our  departure.  I  respectfully  urge  that  they  be  sent  imme- 
diately. 

I  ordered  the  purchase  of  two  6-pounder  rifled  guns,  which  are  said  to 
be  at  Fort  Columbus,  and  that  a  42-pounder  rifled  gun,  also  at  that  post, 
be  sent,  with  all  the  necessary  implements  and  projectiles,  by  the  first 
vessel.  I  have  also  directed  Lieutenant  Balch  to  make  a  special  esti- 
mate of  guns  for  Fort  Jefferson,  which  may  be  of  vital  importance,  and 
which  should  be  furnished  without  delay. 

I  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  urge  that  six  42-pounder  rifled 
guns,  with  implements  complete,  and  one  thousand  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion to  each  gun,  as  specified  in  the  requisition  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  be 
immediately  prepared  and  sent  by  steamer  to  Fort  Pickens.  Their  value 
will  be  inestimable.  With  them  we  shall  be  able  to  act,  if  need  be,  with 
great  efficiency  against  Fort  McEee,  Barrancas,  and  the  navy-yard, 
and  place  our  opponents  from  an  offensive  to  a  defensive  position.  I 
earnestly  solicit  the  approbation  of  the  General-in-Ghief  on  this  subject, 
and  that  the  guns  may  be  prepared  and  sent  by  steam  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay.  James'  apparatus  for  rifling  guns  is  at  Fort  Columbus, 
and  the  guns,  if  diligence  be  exercised,  may  be  prepared  for  shipment 
in  a  week. 

We  go  into  Key  West  for  two  or  three  hours  on  important  duty 
enjoined  by  the  General-in-Chief,  and  from  thence  to  Fort  Jefferson  for 
some  indispensable  articles,  where  we  shall  be  delayed  only  a  short 
time,  and  shall  then  proceed  to  our  destination. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWN, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Key  West,  April  13, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Secretary  to  the  General-in-Chief,  Washington,  B,  C. : 

Colonel:  We  arrived  at  this  place  this  afternoon.  Captain  Meigs 
and  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Judge  Marvin  which  has  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  He,  though  anxious  to  leave  the  j^lace,  will  remain,  having 
now  the  assurance  of  support  from  the  military  authority.  I  have  found 
great  industry,  intelligence,  and  enterprise  in  putting  forward  the  works 
at  the  fort,  and  consider  it  quite  secure  against  any  force  that  can  at  this 
time  be  brought  against  it.  Brevet  Major  French,  the  commanding 
officer,  has  been  untiring  in  his  labors,  assisted  ably  by  Captain  Hunt, 
of  the  Engineers,  and  the  officers  of  the  garrison.  He  and  all  his  officers 
are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  entirely  devoted  to  the  Union  and  the  country, 
under  any  and  all  contingencies.  I  have  issued  General  Orders  in  rela- 
tion to  the  posts,  copies  of  which  will  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity. Finding  here  some  10-inch  mortars,  I  have  taken  three  of  them 
with  the  necessary  ammunition,  and  also,  there  being  here  two  6-pounder 
field  batteries,  I  have  directed  one  of  them  to  be  put  on  board  the 
Atlantic. 
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We  sail  this  evening  for  Fort  Jefferson ,  where  we  go  to  get  a  Hat, 
some  boats,  and  other  indispensable  articles. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWl^, 

Colonel,  Comr.ianding, 


G-ENERAL  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Florida, 

ISfo.  1.  i  Key  West,  April  13,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General-in- Chief,  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  creating  the  Department  of  Florida, 
and  assigning  it  to  the  undersigned,  he  hereby  assumes  the  command  of 
the  same. 

The  department  comprises  the  State  of  Florida  and  the  contiguous 
islands  in  the  Gulf. 

The  headquarters  of  the  department  will  hereafter  be  announced. 
The  following-named  officers  compose  the  staff  of  the  department,  and 
will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 

Bvt.  Gapt.  G.  L.  Hartsuff,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Oapt.  E.  Ingalls,  assistant  quartermaster. 

Capt.  H.  F.  Clarke,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  assistant  surgeon. 

Oapt.  M.  0.  Meigs,  chief  engineer. 

First  Lieut.  G.  T.  Balch,  ordnance  officer. 

HARYEY  BROWN, 
Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 


s       U.  S.  Steamer  Crusader, 

Off  Key  West,  April  13,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington : 

Dear  Sir  :  We  arrived  here  and  anchored  some  three  miles  below 
the  fort  to  prevent  communication.  Going  to  the  fort  in  a  boat  Colonel 
Brown  sent  notes  to  Judge  Marvin ;  to  Colonel  Patterson,  the  newly 
appointed  Navy  agent ;  to  Mr.  Howe,  the  new  collector  j  and  to  Mr. 
Tiler,  the  late  Navy  agent.  Mr.  Clapp,  whose  commission  as  marshal 
we  brought  with  us,  we  found  at  the  fort.  To  these  gentlemen  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the  fort  and  island  of 
Key  West  was  explained,  and  the  assurance  of  support  from  their 
Government  was  received  with  great  satisfaction.  I  found  that  Colonel 
Patterson  has  lately  made  himself  quite  conspicuous  by  his  Union  sen- 
timents, and  their  open  avowal.  The  best  feeling  prevails  between  the 
gentlemen  now  appointed  and  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  all  will  work  harmoniously  together. 

The  anxiety  to  which  Judge  Marvin  has  been  subjected  has  preyed 
upon  his  spirits  and  he  looks  depressed,  but  he  is  ready  to  do  his  duty 
and  stand  to  his  post,  at  least  until  the  Government  is  ready  to  relieve 
him.  His  presence  for  a  time,  and  his  iufluence  are,  I  think,  of  much 
importance  in  eradicating  the  treasonable  spirit  which  has  lately  had 
full  and  free  sway  here.  He  will  be  able  as  now  supported,  I  think,  to 
accomplish  it  without  recourse  to  any  harsh  measures. 

The  officers  here  assure  us  that  the  reports  spread  through  the  news- 
papers of  the  demoralization  of  our  troops  in  Texas  are  untrue.  The 
troops  are  well  disciplined,  loyal,  and  ready  to  serve  their  country.    At 
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one  time,  when  the  administration  then  in  power  seemed  to  be  allowing 
things  to  take  their  own  course,  and  the  Government  seemed  to  be  fall- 
ing to  pieces,  the  officers  and  men  might  have  been  inclined  to  look 
around  for  some  refuge,  but  the  first  act  of  vigor  satisfied  them  that 
they  yet  have  a  Government,  and  to  it  they  will  be  true. 

We  yet  have  some  10-inch  mortars  which  will  be  of  use ;  some  artil- 
lery for  the  land  fronts,  and  a  few  other  things  which  were  needed  to 
increase  our  strength. 

The  Brooklyn  is  supposed  to  have  reached  Pensacola  about  the  1st  or 
2d,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  as  she  carried  the  orders  to  the  troops 
to  land,  they  landed  immediately  upon  her  arrival. 

Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  Crusader,  informs  me  that  Cap- 
tain Adams  had  told  off  marines  and  sailors  enough,  in  addition  to 
Captain  Yogdes'  company,  to  make  the  landing  party  five  hundred 
strong ;  so  that  apparently  it  will  be  left  for  us  only  to  strengthen  the 
garrison,  supply  it  with  ammunition,  artillery,  and  stores,  and  to  put  it 
in  position  to  stand  a  long  siege.  This  occupation  of  this  stronghold, 
within  one  hundred  miles  of  Montgomery,  must  have  a  great  effect  upon 
the  rebellion. 

As  an  instance  of  the  spirit  of  the  soldiers.  Captain  Brannan  was 
directed  to  detail  seven  of  his  men  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  command  on 
the  Atlantic,  and  telling  them  that  he  wanted  seven  men  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  that,  as  they  were  to  go  where  there  would  certainly  be  fight- 
ing, he  would  prefer  volunteers,  the  whole  company  stepped  forward. 

The  administration  will  find  I  trust  elsewhere  that  as  here  Union 
men  enough  will  appear  as  soon  as  supported  and  protected  by  their 
Government  they  can  speak  with  safety  and  effect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

April  13,  1861. 
Bvt.*Maj.  W.  H.  French, 

Commanding  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West : 
Sir:  You  will  use  the  forces  of  your  command,  if  need  be,  for  the 
protection  of  the  officers  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  this 
island  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties,  and  the  pursuit  of  their 
legitimate  private  occupations.  You  will  not  permit  on  the  island  any 
person  to  exercise  any  office  or  authoritjf  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  will,  if  necessary,  prevent  any 
such  exercise  by  force  of  arms.  If  unhappily  rebellion  or  insurrection 
should  actually  exist  at  any  time,  you  will  then  publish  a  proclamation, 
with  which  you  will  be  furnished,  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  will  immediately  remove  from  the  island  all  dangerous  or  suspected 
persons.  You  will  before  publishing  this  proclamation  take  the  advice 
of  the  United  States  judge  and  attorney  on  its  necessity  and  expediency 
(its  legality  has  been  determined  by  higher  authority),  and  receive  with 
deference  their  opinion,  giving  them  that  consideration  and  weight  to 
which  their  patriotism  and  legal  knowledge  entitle  them.  In  exercising 
the  authority  here  vested  in  you  the  greatest  conciliation  and  forbear- 
ance must  be  observed,  that  while  the  duty  be  rigidly  performed  it  may 
always  be  done  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  kindness. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BROWi^, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
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U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Off  Pensacola,  April  14,  1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  JSTavy^  Washington  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  immediateij^  on  the  receipt 
of  your  order  by  Lieutenant  Worden,  on  the  12th  instant,  I  prepared  to 
re  enforce  Fort  Pickens.  It  was  successfully  performed,  on  the  same 
night,  by  landing  the  troops  under  Captain  Yogdes,  and  the  marines  of 
the  squadron  under  Lieutenant  [John  C]  Cash,  l^o  opposition  was  made, 
nor  do  I  believe  the  movement  was  known  on  shore  until  it  was  accom- 
plished. 

A  strong  party  of  officers  and  seamen  were  sent  to  assist  in  case  of 
resistance,  who  afterwards  returned  to  their  ships.  The  marines  re- 
mained in  the  fort,  at  the  request  of  Captain  Yogdes,  a  copy  of  which  I 
inclose.*  The  whole  expedition  was  under  the  charge  of  Commander 
Charles  H.  Poor,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  [Albert  'N.]  Smith,  of  the  Brook- 
lyn, Lieutenants  [E.  F.  E.]  Lewis  and  [L.  H.]  I^Tewman,  of  the  Sabine,  and 
Lieutenant  [G.  E.]  Belknap,  of  the  St.  Louis;  and  it  is  highly  creditable 
to  these  officers  that  this  service  was  performed  without  accident  or 
disorder  under  unfavorable  circumstances.  The  Brooklyn,  Captain  [W. 
S.]  Walker,  and  the  Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding  [J.  E.  M.] 
Mullany,  were  very  skillfully  managed.  They  carried  the  landing  party 
to  the  designated  spot  Avith  accuracy  in  spite  of  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
and  not  having  the  light-house  to  guide  them,  the  light  having  been  ex- 
tinguished early  in  the  evening. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  ADAMS, 
Captain^  Senior  Officer  Present, 


Headquarters  Departihent  of  Florida, 

Transport  Steamship  Atlantic^  April  15,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Secretary  to  the  General-in-Chief^  Washington^  B.  C: 

Colonel:  I  wrote  you  at  Key  West,  reporting  our  arrival  there,  and 
took  from  Fort  Taylor  some  guns  and  stores  necessary  for  our  expedi- 
tion, and  detached  from*  the  companies  of  the  fort  and  barracks  thirty- 
three  men  to  fill  up  in  part  the  companies  of  the  command  to  their 
maximum  organization,  intending  to  take  the  balance  from  Fort  Jeffer- 
son. These  men  are  required*  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  desertion  or 
other  absence  at  Kew  York. 

We  left  Key  West  at  daybreak  yesterday  morning  (the  14th),  and 
arrived  at  Fort  Jefferson  at  1  p.  m.  I  found  this  post  in  the  good  order 
to  be  expected  from  its  vigilant  commander.  The  present  armament  of 
the  fort  is  thirteen  8-inch  columbiads  and  a  field  battery,  and  104 
barrels  gunpowder,  608  shells,  150  shot,  and  a  vessel  now  at  the  wharf 
is  unloading  thirty  8-inch  columbiads  and  twenty-four  24pounder  how- 
itzers, with  carriages,  implements,  &c.,  complete,  with  250  barrels  of 
powder,  2,400  8-inch  shells,  600  round  shot,  and  a  proportioned  quantity 
of  fixed  ammunition,  so  that  this  post  may  be  considered  secure  from 
any  force  that  the  seceding  States  can  bring  against  it.  The  whole 
lower  tier  of  this  work  may  with  little  labor  be  prepared  for  its  arma- 
ment. Some  flagging  and  the  traverse  circles  are  the  principal  work  to 
be  done.    On  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Meigs,  chief  engineer, 

*  Not  found. 
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I  have  directed  Major  Arnold  to  have  four  water  batteries,  mounting 
three  guns  each,  to  be  erected  on  the  adjacent  kej^s.  This  being  done, 
with  the  support  of  one  or  two  ships  of  war,  the  whole  anchorage  will  be 
within  command  of  our  guns. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  at  Fort  Jefferson  for  the  42- 
pounders  ordered  8-inch  unchambered  columbiads  be  substituted,  and 
that  the  wooden  carriages  of  all  three  forts  be  replaced  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  by  iron  ones.  I  took  from  Fort  Jefferson  twenty  negro 
laborers  for  the  Engineer  Department,  thirty-one  privates  to  fill  up  the 
companies,  so  that  they  are  now  full,  a  field  battery  and  four  mountain 
howitzers,  with  implements  and  ammunition,  some  bricks,  and  a  large 
flat.  We  got  under  way  at  8  o^clock  p.  m.,  and  very  soon  lost  the  flat. 
Her  lashing-rigs  and  hooks,  not  being  sufficiently  strong,  drew  out  and 
left  her  adrift.  Lieutenants  McFarland  and  Reese,  of  the  Engineers, 
on  the  advice  of  the  chief  engineer,  have  been  attached  to  this  com- 
mand. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BROWlSr, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Transport  Steamship  Atlantic,  April  15,  ]  861. 
Bvt.  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold, 

Commanding  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla, : 

Major  :  My  short  stay  at  your  post  and  the  hurry  of  business  pre- 
vented my  conversing  with  you  so  freely  as  I  could  have  wished  on  the 
defense  of  the  fort.  The  importance  of  Fort  Jefferson  can  hardly  be 
overestimated,  nor  can  .1  too  strongly  impress  on  you  the  importance 
of  the  constant  exercise  of  every  precaution  and  of  the  most  unceasing 
vigilance  against  surprise.  Your  post  may  not  improperly  be  consid- 
ered the  Gibraltar  of  America,  and  you  should  guard  it  with  the  same 
jealous  vigilance  you  would  if  we  were  at  war  with  a  strong  maritime 
power.  No  vessel.  Government  or  merchant,  should  be  allowed  to  ap- 
proach without  being  boarded,  and,  if  necessary,  required  to  heave  to 
for  the  purpose.  Your  guns  should  habitually  be  kept  loaded  and  ready 
at  a  moment^s  notice  to  be  fired ;  a  sufficiency  of  ammunition  always 
prepared  for  immediate  service,  and  the  officers  and  men  assigned  to 
their  positions,  so  that  by  day  or  night  each  can  at  a  moment's  notice  be 
at  his  post.  Your  drawbridge  should  always  be  raised  at  night,  the 
embrasures  closed  and  fastened,  and  the  guards  by  day  and  night  re- 
quired to  the  observance  of  the  greatest  possible  vigilance.  The  troops 
must  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  almost  constant  fatigue  in 
mounting  guns,  erecting  batteries,  laying  platforms,  &c.,  and  other 
necessary  work,  and  encouraged  to  a  cheerful  compliance  with  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  service. 

I  am  aware,  major,  of  your  zeal  and  ability,  and  of  the  excellent  dis- 
cipline that  has  characterized  your  command,  and  I  doubt  not  that  you 
will  have  anticipated  these  suggestions.  If  so,  no  harm  is  done,  and  I 
wish,  if  any  here  made  may  have  escaped  you,  that  you  will  without 
delay  give  them  your  attention. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BEOWl^, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
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Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  16, 1861. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Bast  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  14th  instant  it  was  report- 
ed to  me  that  a  small  boat  had  landed  at  the  wharf  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  that  the  bearer  solicited  an  interview  with  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  post.  I  requested  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  of  the  First  Artillery,  to 
accompany  me,  and  repaired  to  the  wharf.  On  my  arrival  the  gentleman 
bearing  the  flag  informed  me  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  message  from 
General  Bragg,  and  that  he  was  his  adjutant-general.  He  then  inquired 
whether  I  was  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort.  I  replied  that  I  was. 
He  then  stated  that  he  was  directed  by  General  Bragg  to  inquire  why 
the  armistice  in  respect  to  re-enforcing  Fort  Pickens  had  been  violated 
by  throwing  re-enforcements  into  it.  I  replied  that  I  had  never  been  a 
party  to  any  armistice;  that  I  had  been  sent  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  take  command  of  the  post,  and  had  entered  under  the  orders 
of  the  General  Government.  He  then  addressed  himself  to  Lieutenant 
Slemmer,  and  stated  that  he  was  directed  to  inquire  of  the  former  com- 
manding officer  why  the  armistice  had  been  violated,  to  which  Lieu- 
tenant Slemmer  replied  that  he  always  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  superiors. 
This  ended  our  official  interview.  After  exchanging  the  usual  civilities 
customary  among  gentlemen  previously  acquainted,  we  parted,  and 
Colonel  Wood  left  the  post.  I  would  mention  that  Lieutenant  Ingraham, 
formerly  of  the  Marine  Corps,  was  present  during  the  interview  as  a 
witness  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Wood,  and  that  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  at 
my  request,  performed  the  same  duty  on  my  part. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  YOGDES, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  PicJcens. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  18,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Ki^yes, 

Secretary  to  the  General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Colonel  :  We  arrived  off  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  m- 
stant,  having  encountered  a  heavy  norther  on  the  passage  from  Tortugas. 
I  immediately  sought  and  obtained  an  interview  with  Captain  Adams, 
commanding  the  naval  forces  here,  who  promised  me  every  assistance 
in  his  power,  and  boats  to  land  my  command.  1  decided  to  land  with 
a  part  of  my  force  without  delay,  and  while  preparing  to  land,  signal 
rockets  from  Fort  Pickens,  indicating  an  expected  attack,  hastened  our 
departure.  I  got  in  the  fort  at  2  o'clock  yesterday  morning  with  the 
Sappers  and  Miners  and  a  part  of  Clitz's  company.  Our  arrival  proba- 
bly prevented  the  contemplated  attack.  I  found  in  the  fort,  besides  the 
two  companies  of  artillery,  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  marines  and 
sailors.  The  greater  portion  of  them  I  have  sent  back  to  the  ships.  In 
the  course  of  yesterday  and  to-day  all  the  troops  and  horses  have  landed, 
and  a  very  small  portion  of  stores,  the  landing  of  which  in  the  surf  is 
a  slow  operation. 

In  going  over  the  fort  and  examining  its  condition,  the  miserable  state 
of  its  armament,  the  small  supply  of  ammunition  and  stores,  I  am  almost 
discouraged  at  the  task  before  me.  The  mounted  guns  are  few  in  num- 
ber— two  10-inch  shell  guns,  four  8  inch  howitzers,  seventeen  32-pouuders, 
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and  seven  18  and  eleven  12  pounders.    The  guns  are  generally  indifferent, 
and  the  carriages  old  and  not  to  be  depended  on. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  force  of  the  secessionists, 
but  so  far  as  I  can  learn  their  force  is  nearly  7,000  men.  Their  forts  are 
fully  armed,  Fort  McEee  having,  it  is  said,  one  hundred  heavy  guns. 
Fort  Barrancas'  guns  are  not  so  heavy,  and  they  have,  besides,  several 
heavy  batteries,  so  that  every  face  but  one  of  this  fort  is  taken  in  re- 
verse, and  if  they  take  possession  of  Santa  Kosa,  which  with  my  force 
I  cannot  prevent,  they  can  erect  batteries  so  as  to  enfilade  every  face. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  importance  of  the  heavy  rifled  guns, 
with  their  carriages,  for  which  I  have  estimates,  sent  without  a  moment's 
delay,  though  how  we  are  to  get  them  ashore  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  I 
cannot  now  say. 

I  am  now  impressed  with  my  inability  to  return,  even  moderately,  a 
fire  for  any  considerable  time,  and  the  entrance  of  the  Powhatan  will 
certainly  cause  a  collision  for  which  I  am  unprepared.  I  have  urged 
Captain  Meigs  to  defer  his  entrance  until  we  are  better  prepared.  A 
collision  at  this  moment  would  embarrass  me  exceedingly  in  unloading 
the  ship  and  getting  my  supi)lies  ashore,  and  we  are  so  short  of  all  neces- 
saries that  they  are  of  the  first  importance.  In  the  face  of  the  heavy 
batteries  she  will  have  to  encounter,  I  very  much  doubt  the  possibility 
of  the  Powhatan  getting  in  by  daylight,  though  I  may  be  mistaken. 
The  odds  against  her  are  fearful. 

I  thought  it  advisable  to  inform  the  secession  general  of  the  position 
in  which  I  stand,  so  I  sent  to  him  a  flag  of  truce  with  the  letter  marked' 
A,  to  which  he  returned  no  answer,  only  remarking  to  the  bearer,  Cap- 
tain Yogdes,  that  in  re-enforcing  this  fort  I  had  broken  the  truce. 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  until  the  day  Captain  Yogdes  entered  the  fort 
communication  by  mail  was  allowed,  they  inspecting  the  letters,  and 
forwarding  such  as  they  pleased  and  retaining  the  others ;  but  since 
then  no  letters  are  forwarded  either  to  or  from  this  post.  The  post- 
office  should  be  transferred  to  this  place,  and  an  officer  appointed  post- 
master. 

I  have  my  whole  force  employed  in  mounting  guns,  making  roads, 
preparing  quarters,  and  unloading  the  steamer.  Many  traverses  are 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  men  and  guns  in  case 
of  a  bombardment,  and  I  have  not  been  able  for  want  of  tools  and  sand 
bags  even  to  commence  them.  In  two  days  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  respectable  defense  against  the  combined  force  of  the  forts  and 
batteries,  and  to  inflict  more  injury  than  I  shall  receive. 

I  found  affairs  in  Key  West  tending  to  so  favorable  an  issue  that  a 
part  of  the  forces  there  may  be  spared.  I  have,  therefore,  ordered  two 
companies  of  infantry  to  proceed  in  the  Crusader,  which  Captain  Adams 
has  kindly  authorized  me  to  use,  to  this  post.  When  they  arrive  and 
those  in  the  Illinois,  I  shall  be  so  strong  as  to  defy  the  taking  of  this  fort 
by  assault,  whatever  may  be  the  force  brought  against  it.  I  think  these 
companies  should  be  replaced  by  two  others  if  they  can  be  spared. 
T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       HAEYEY  BROWI^, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 
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[Inclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Ficlcens,  Fla,^  April  17, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Brago, 

Commanding  Troops  of  Confederate  States  near  Fensacola,  Fla. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  arrived  at  this  post, 
and  that  I  shall,  unless  assailed,  act  only  on  the  defensive,  and  make 
only  such  disposition  of  my  forces  as  is  necessary  to  protect  them  from 
any  enemy,  foreign  or  domestic.  I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  no 
movement  of  the  troops  of  my  command  or  of  United  States  vessels  in 
this  vicinity  will  have  any  other  than  a  defensive  object,  unless  we  shall 
unhappily  be  compelled  to  act  offensively,  repelling  aggression  against 
the  flag,  x)ersons,  or  property  of  our  country. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWK, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


General  Orders  Ko.  3. )  Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Florida, 

Extract.  )  Fort  FieTcens,  April  18,  1861. 

Fort  Pickens  is  hereby  announced  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Florida: 

^  4^  "9?  IT  *  •»?  ^ 

By  order  of  Colonel  Brown : 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  FielcenSy  April  19, 1861. 

Lieut.  Ool.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Secretary  to  the  General-in- Chief  Washington^  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  respectfully  report  for  the  consideration,  and  I  hope  for 
the  approval,  of  the  General-in-Chief  the  reasons  inducing  me  to  urge 
on  Captain  Meigs  and  Lieutenant  Porter  a  delay  in  forcing  an  entrance 
into  the  harbor  of  Pensacola.  Aware  of  the  desire  of  the  Government 
that  a  ship  should  be  placed  there,  and  knowing  that  I  was  opposing 
the  wishes  of  Captain  Meigs,  nothing  but  a  profound  sense  of  its 
necessity  would  have  induced  interference  on  my  part;  but,  believing 
if  the  actual  state  of  this  post  at  this  time  were  kno^Ti  that  no  such 
instructions  would  have  been  given,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  express  my 
views  and  wishes  in  the  case. 

As  I  have  already  reported  to  you,  I  found  this  post  in  the  worst  pos- 
sible condition  for  hostilities — the  batteries  out  of  order ;  some  of  the 
largest  and  most  important  guns  dismounted ;  the  necessary  traverses 
and  other  protections  for  the  troops  unprepared;  the  garrison  deficient; 
the  subsistence  nearly  exhausted  ;  the  ammunition  (except  powder)  not 
sufficient  in  important  articles  for  one  day's  service ;  a  total  want  of 
Engineer,  Quartermaster,  and  Ordnance  tools  and  implements,  and  the 
fort  in  a  complete  state  of  confusion,  all  requiring  the  labor  of  every 
man  in  it ;  the  steamer  Atlantic  lying  here  with  large  sui)plies  of  indis- 
pensable stores,  which  can  only — without  extreme  inconvenience,  involv- 
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ing  great  time  and  labor — be  landed  within  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort 
McEee,  and  the  vital  importance  of  getting  these  stores  ashore,  rendered, 
in  my  judgment,  delay  in  encountering  hostilities  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, and  any  act  of  ours  jirovoking,  or  1  may  say  assuredly  and  cer- 
tainly causing  it,  to  be  premature  and  unwise. 

Time  with  us  is  everything,  and  I  can  see  but  little  injury  accrue  from 
delay.  I  cannot  and  will  not  see  the  flag  of  my  country  fired  on  without 
returning  the  fire,  and  I  am  desirous  not  to  be  placed  in  this  category 
until  I  am  able  efficiently  to  defend  myself  and  assail  the  enemy,  which 
now  I  cannot  do. 

I  desire  that  my  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  fort  may  not  be  con- 
sidered as  reflecting  in  the  slightest  degree  on  my  predecessors  in  com- 
mand. To  Lieutenants  Slemmer  and  Gilman  too  much  praise  cannot  be 
awarded  for  their  energy,  zeal,  and  perseverance  in  keeping  this  post — 
a  truly  forlorn  hope — and  I  trust  they  will  receive  the  reward  their  gal- 
lantry merits.  To  Brevet  Major  Tower,  of  the  Engineers,  and  Lieutenant 
Whittemore  very  great  praise  is  due  for  associating  themselves  volun- 
tarily with  Slemmer  in  the  day  of  his  darkest  hour,  and  for  their  effi- 
ciency in  assisting  the  defense.  Captain  Yogdes  had  been  in  command 
but  a  few  days,  and  had  done  everything  during  that  time  that  his  means 
permitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BE0W:N^, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Inclosnres.] 

U.  S.  Troop- Ship  Atlantic,  off  Santa  Eosa, 

April  18, 1861—1  a.  m. 
Col.  H.  Brown,  Commanding  Expedition  : 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  so  quiet  to-night  that  I  think  it  quite  important  to 
make  use  of  the  opportunity  to  land  all  the  men  possible,  and  as  I  find 
that  the  boats  carry  more  than  we  expected,  and  one-half  of  Mr.  Hildt's 
company  is  already  on  shore,  I  have  ventured  to  use  some  discretion 
and  land  the  rest  of  his  company  with  Major  Hunt's.  This  leaves  only 
the  battery  to  be  landed  to-morrow  with  their  horses.  We  will  request 
the  fleet  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  horses  and  battery,  and  you  can 
send  a  company  of  infantry  to  their  assistance  should  it  appear  that  it 
is  best  to  place  them  east  of  the  fort.  This  can  only  be  determined  after 
a  reconnaissance  of  the  island. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Engineers, 

IX.  S.  Troop-Ship  Atlantic,  April  18, 1861. 
Col.  Harvey  Brown,  Commanding  Department  of  Florida  : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  advise  you  to  call  upon  Captain  Adams  to  send  a  sail- 
ing ship  to  Key  West  to  order  up  the  Crusader  with  two  companies  of 
infantry  and  such  stores  as  they  can  spare.  The  Wyandotte  from  long 
service,  without  time  for  repairs,  is  liable  to  break  down  at  any  moment, 
and  the  Crusader  wiU  be  very  useful  in  her  place.  The  zeal  and  energy 
of  her  commander  in  this  cause,  too,  will  tend  much  to  your  advantage. 
The  three  companies  left  at  Fort  Taylor  will  be  able  to' hold  that  place 
against  all  opposers.  When  relieved  the  Wyandotte  might  go  to  Key 
West  to  report,  but  at  present,  at  any  risk,  she  must  be  kept  here.  Let 
the  carpenters  make  wagon-bodies  as  soon  as  possible.    We  will,  by  the 
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Wyandotte,  send  boats  to  the  nearest  landing-place.    Captain  Barry 
says  his  horses  are  strojig  enough  to  be  used. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

P.  S. — I  will  bring  mattresses  for  the  carpenters  from  the  boat.  They 
should  be  encamped  and  kept  in  good  humor.  They  are  more  valuable 
than  soldiers  just  now. 

U.  S.  Steamship  Powhatan,  off  Pensacola, 

Aj^ril  18,  1861. 

Col.  H.  Brown,   U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Florida : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  looking  carefully  over  the  orders  of  the  President  in 
relation  to  my  entering  the  harbor,  I  find  them  so  imperative  that  they 
leave  no  margin  for  any  contingency  that  may  arise.  Your  letter  to 
Captain  Meigs,  of  the  13th,  requesting  me  not  to  go  in  and  draw  the  fire 
on  you  bQfore  you  had  time  to  prepare,  is  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy  me 
that  any  such  course  on  my  part  would  be  very  indiscreet,  but,  to  sat- 
isfy the  authorities  in  Washington,  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 
would  address  me  a  little  more  fully  on  the  subject,  and  state  as  near 
as  you  can  your  actual  condition,  and  the  time  required  to  make  up  defi- 
ciencies. If  you  think  that  in  two  days'  time  you  will  be  ready  for  me 
to  make  the  attempt,  please  notify  me,  for  after  that  time  I  shall  have 
to  run  the  gauntlet  by  moonlight,  which  would  no  doubt  be  a  good  time 
for  an  exhibition,  but  darkness  would  suit  better  for  a  piece  of  strategy. 
I  know  that  I  am  here  to  give  you  aid  and  comfort,  and  keep  any  of  the 
enemy  from  crossing  over  in  boats  on  the  inside,  but  while  I  will  do  all 
I  can  in  the  way  of  aid,  I  cannot  do  much  in  cutting  off  boats  where  I 
now  am.  Will  you  please  make  such  suggestions  as  your  good  sense 
will  dictate,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  follow  them  as  near  as  I  can. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 

TJ,  S,  Navy. 


Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  19, 1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  IT.  S,  Army: 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  mail  may  be  made  up 
in  the  quartermaster's  office  in  ^ew  York  for  this  place,  and  be  sent 
from  thence  by  way  of  Havana.  Also,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  transferring  the  post-office  at  Warrington  to  this  place.  That  post- 
office  was  intended  principally  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Army  and 
ISTavy,  and  those  employed  by  the  War  and  Kavy  Departments.  The 
post-office  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  seceders,  and  all  communications 
pass  through  their  hands.  General  Bragg  has  issued  an  order  that  all 
mail  matter  for  the  fleet  and  Army  should  be  sent  to  the  commander 
(seceder)  at  the  Pensacola  navy-yardy  and  letters  from  the  fleet  or  Army 
should  i)ass  in  the  same  way.  It  certainly  was  not  intended  that  the 
facilities  of  the  mail  should  be  provided  for  the  enemies  of  the  country, 
or  that  the  officers  of  the  service  should  be  subjected  to  the  mortification 
of  submitting  to  receive  their  letters  in  this  humiliating  way. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BEOWI^, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding.. 
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ENaiNEER  Department, 
Washington,  April  19,  1861. 

Hon.  SniON  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Hunt,  dated  Key 
West,  April  11,  which  you  raay  think  advisable  to  lay  before  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Kavy.  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  the  danger  is  a 
real  one  that  Captain  Hunt  specifies,  namely,  the  landing  of  a  consider- 
able body  of  hostile  troops  on  the  shore  of  that  island,  out  of  reach  of 
the  guns  of  Fort  Taylor.  This  the  fort  and  its  garrison  can  in  no  degree 
prevent.  If  landed  with  heavy  artillery  this  force  may  reduce  the  fort 
by  siege,  because  as  yet  that  part  of  the  structure  that  is  to  cover  its 
walls  from  land  batteries  has  not  been  built,  nor  can  it  be  erected  so  as 
to  fulfill  its  object  for  a  year  or  more. 

In  the  mean  time  complete  security  may  be  assured  by  small,  quick- 
armed  steamers  stationed  at  Key  West  and  cruising  in  its  vicinity,  pro- 
vided other  demands  of  the  public  service  will  permit  the  Kavy  Depart- 
ment to  supply  such  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  G.  TOTTElsT, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla.,  April  11,  1861. 
General  J.  G.  Totten,  Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Sir  :  It  will  probably  be  known  ere  this  time  if  there  is  reason  to 
anticipate  any  active  demonstration  by  the  C.  S.  Army  to  secure  pos- 
session of  this  work.  With  the  probability  of  such  an  occurrence  will 
come  the  duty  of  defeating  or  i)reventing  it  by  anticipatory  measures. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  speculate  on  this  probability,  but  if  it  does  exist  it 
cannot  be  amiss  for  me  to  ask  attention  to  the  defensive  problem  which 
would  then  arise.  I  shall  do  this,  although  perfectly  aware  of  your 
acquaintance  with  the  case,  and  strongly  hoping  that  a  peaceful  posses- 
sion by  the  United  States  of  this  line  of  keys  may  be  assured.  Super- 
erogation can  be  no  crime  in  this  instance. 

If  there  is  any  likelihood  now  of  a  large  demonstration  to  take  this 
place,  measures  should  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  the  landing  of  forces 
and  munitions  on  the  part  of  the  key  beyond  the  range  of  Fort  Taylor 
guns.  This  landing  can  be  made  without  difficulty  unless  something 
more  is  done,  and  thus  regular  siege  can  be  laid  to  the  fort.  This  ought 
to  be  prevented,  as  it  can  most  readily  by  maintaining  an  excess  of  naval 
force.  The  only  good  landing  places  not  commanded  by  our  guns  are 
along  the  east  portion  of  the  south  beach.  You  will  see  the  landing  even 
of  a  siege  train  there  would  be  quite  practicable  if  left  undisturbed. 
But  if  two  or  three  naval  vessels,  steamers  being  best,  of  course,  are 
stationed  along  the  south  beach  at  points  near  the  shore,  say  one-half  mile, 
there  is  enough  water,  and  they  could  cover  all  this  line  by  their  fires, 
and  could  also  watch  for  any  rendezvous  of  an  attacking  force  in  the 
vicinity.  The  same  result  can  be  attained  by  establishing  two  or  three 
batteries  along  that  shore  and  having  the  forces  stationed  here  increased 
by  several  hundred  men.  The  landing  of  men  in  boats  would  be  quite 
practicable  with  such  rapidity  as  to  speedily  outnumber  the  permanent 
garrison  of  the  key,  and,  indeed,  I  see  uotliing  to  hinder  putting  several 
thousand  ashore  almost  before  the  landing  is  suspected.  This,  however, 
would  be  made  an  entirely  fruitless  operation  if  our  naval  strength  and 
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distribution  were  sucli  as  to  make  the  landing  of  stores  and  munitions 
impracticable,  and  the  capture  of  the  transport  fleet  certain.  Along  the 
north  side  the  water  is  quite  shoal,  and  a  landing  of  men  or  stores  could 
only  be  made  by  boats  or  scows  of  light  draught,  and,  indeed,  on  the  south 
beach  scows  would  be  the  landing  agency  for  stores. 

You  will  at  once  see  that  if  we  are  kept  restrained  by  a  superior  field 
force  suddenly  landed,  the  debarkation  could  go  on  if  no  naval  inter- 
ference interrupts  it.  Open  batteries  could  hardly  be  held  against  the 
assault  of  superior  numbers,  and  might  be  turned  by  landing  on  the 
north  side  through  Boca  Ohica  or  more  eastern  channels. 

Thus,  unless  we  have  a  force  superior  to  any  likely  to  be  landed,  open 
batteries  would  be  rather  unsafe  reliances.  By  using  abatis,  &c.,  some 
power  of  resistance  could  be  given  to  such  defensive  batteries,  and  they 
might  be  useful  adjuncts.  But  the  best  and  safest  reliance  is  in  a  naval 
cordon  and  reef  cruisers  to  cut  up  any  expedition  by  the  roots,  and  for- 
bid it  any  foothold  on  this  island.  Our  Kavy,  being  at  once  available, 
could  crush  out  any  demonstration  and  annihilate  the  fleet  of  transports 
on  which  reliance  would  -be  placed  as  the  base  of  operations.  The  com- 
bination of  a  larger  land  artillery  force  with  naval  strength  would  be 
the  same  basis  of  defense,  and  this  would  afford  the  needed  watch  and 
give  a  chance  of  forming  a  line  across  the  key  east  of  the  salt-house.  I 
might  discuss  the  strategy  of  the  case  much  more,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
needful.  I  should  mention  that  the  necessity  of  using  steamers  for  dis- 
patch boats  in  case  of  siege  should  be  duly  considered.  Without  this 
resource  we  might  be  for  a  long  time  shut  up  without  information  being 
conveyed.  Whether  the  Havana  and  !N"ew  York  boats  could  be  relied 
on  then  is  to  be  doubted.  On  the  whole,  the  main  question  is  this :  Are 
we  in  any  danger  of  siege  ?  If  so,  landing  should  be  made  impractica- 
ble or  useless  by  such  a  concentration  of  force  here  as  to  control  the  east 
end  of  the  key  or  to  cut  off  all  chance  of  landing  a  siege  train  and  sup- 
plies.^ The  attempt  to  use  light- draught  steamers  to  operate  out  of  reach 
of  naval  vessels  on  the  north  side  is  to  be  considered  and  duly  obviated. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  write  this  in  haste.  I  do  not  suppose  you  will 
need  to  be  reminded  of  the  points  considered,  but  it  is  better  that  I 
should  omit  nothing  which  might  be  thought  my  duty,  should  these  con- 
siderations chance  not  to  have  been  entertained. 

Mr.  Mallory  wrote  here,  I  have  been  told,  by  a  recent  mail,  that  when 
the  0.  S.  Army  were  ready,  an  attempt  to  take  these  works  would  be 
made,  but  I  do  not  believe  this  would  be  tried  were  our  assured  strength 
such  as  to  contest  the  debarkation. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  from  what  I  have  heard  to-day  the  secessionists 
here  have  essentially  given  in  and  are  beginning  to  see  the  error  of  their 
ways.  Judge  Marvin  has  at  last  been  induced,  I  believe,  to  hold  on 
to  his  place,  and  I  trust  that  all  conflict  of  jurisdictions  will  now  be 
avoided.  It  is  surmised  that  Judge  Mcintosh  may  conclude  not  to 
come  here  at  all. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

E.  B.  HUIvTT, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

P.  S. — Judge  Marvin  feels  sure  he  will  be  here  by  the  next  boat,  April 
21.  I  suppose  the  shadow  of  destiny  begins  to  show  too  clearly  for 
further  doubt.  I  think  a  turning  point  is  passed,  and  "  submission"  to 
their  former  peace  and  quiet  will,  I  hope,  replace  the  rule  of  bad  pas- 
sions. 
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The  main  question  is  to  be  decided  by  the  United  States  once  for  all, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  this  decision  is  already  made. 

P.  S. — The  yellow  fever  is  to  be  considered  in  sending  men  here,  ac- 
climation being  very  important.  Crowding  a  large  force  on  the  key  will 
endanger  its  appearance  in  a  destructive  type,  and  if  ac(Mi  mated  crews 
and  troops  can  be  sent  this  would  be  a  great  safeguard. 


U.  S.  Ship  Atlantic,  Ajrril  19, 1861—3.20  p.  m. 
Col.  Harvey  Brown,  Commanding : 

My  Dear  Colojnel  :  I  have  received  your  letter,  and  thank  you  for 
the  very  kind  terms  in  which  you  express  your  difference  in  opinion 
with  me.  Believing  that  it  was  wrong  to  interrupt  the  disembarkation 
of  stores  by  any  movement  of  this  ship  while  this  most  favorable  weather 
lasted ;  yielding  in  all  naval  matters  to  the  experienced  opinion  of  Cap- 
tains Porter  and  Grayj  knowing  that  the  Powhatan  has  her  steam 
down  and  her  steam  chimney  under  repairs,  and  that  she  cannot,  there- 
fore, move  to  protect  us  in  any  new  position ;  informed  that  the  best 
landing  yet  discovered  is  that  at  which  we  lay  (Harris  already  in  this 
quiet  sea  to-day  stove  the  only  boat  sent  towards  Fort  Pickens,  and 
drenched  in  salt  water  the  officers'  baggage),  I  concluded  not  to  attempt 
to  move  the  ship  until,  the  work  of  the  day  being  over,  we  could  do  so 
without  delay  to  the  unloading  of  stores. 

Eeceived  your  note  as  I  was  about  entering  a  boat  to  examine  the 
beach  with  Captain  Porter  and  determine  what  place  will  do  for  her 
new  berth.  I  am  sure  that  were  you  on  board  and  had  so  seen  the  de- 
struction caused  by  the  surf  last  evening  you  would  agree  with  us  and 
would  think  we  had  done  our  best.  Your  orders  are  commands  to 
which  I  shall  alwaj^s  while  with  you  implicitly  conform  when  they  are 
given  without  leaving  me  discretion,  and  I  have  ordered  Captain  Gray 
to  put  up  steam  and  move  down  the  coast.  We  .can  get  about  two  miles 
nearer,  no  more,  and  then  we  will  be  within  fire  and  I  think  much 
troubled  by  the  outer  sand-bar  parallel  to  the  coast. 

As  for  the  other  matter,  the  entrance  of  Captain  Porter  into  the  har- 
bor at  this  time,  I  agree  with  you  in  opinion.  It  was  only  by  exhibit- 
ing your  letter  to  him  and  indorsing  most  thoroughly  my  agreement 
with  it,  and  giving  him  a  copy  of  the  General  Orders  just  published  to 
all  officers  to  co-operate  as  you  desired,  that  I  stopped  this  gallant  offi- 
cer, bent  on  a  desperate  deed  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  his  coun- 
try. He  will  await  your  orders,  as  I  shall,  in  all  obedience  and  fealty. 
Most  truly,  vour  friend  and  aid, 

M.C.MEIGS. 

Please  say  to  Major  Tower  that  his  wishes  are  being  executed,  and 
the  sand  bags  I  doubt  not  will  be  sent  at  the  earliest  opportunity ;  that 
Gillmore  was  left  with  Keyes. 


U.  S.  Troop-Ship  Atlantic, 

Off  Santa  Eosa,  April  20,  1861. 

Col.  H.  Brown,  Commanding  Department  of  Florida : 

Dear  Colonel  :  If  my  estimate  is  correct  you  have  now  about  690 
men  inside  Fort  Pickens,    The  Illinois  is  here  with  two  conipanies,  say 
25  R  R 
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168.  The  Saiut  Louis  has  gone  to  order  up  two  companies  of  infantry 
from  Key  West,  say  154.  You  have  then  here  858;  coming  up,  154; 
total,  1,012.  The  Sabine  crew  is  450;  Powhatan,  300;  Brooklyn,  300; 
Wyandotte,  75 ;  total,  1,125.  Crew  of  the  Saint  Louis,  250 ;  Crusader, 
100 ;  Minnesota,  600 ;  total,  950.  Total  force  to  be  concentrated  about 
Fort  Piclieus  subject  to  your  orders,  3,087. 

The  soldiers  will  have  six  months'  supplies  as  soon  as  the  Illinois  is 
discharged.  Now,  what  to  do  with  them"?  I  agree  with  you  in  regard 
to  the  great  importance  of  avoiding  everything  that  will  bring  on  a  col- 
lision as  long  as  possible.  The  policy  of  the  Government  I  understand 
to  be  to  hold,  occupy,  and  possess  what  we  now  have,  and  not  to  produce 
collision  if  it  can  be  avoided;  in  no  case  to  fire  the  first  hostile  gun. 
The  attack  upon  Fort  Pickens  must  be  made  by  bombardment  or  can- 
nonade. I  believe  that  it  is  impossible  to  land  a  force  upon  this  island 
in  face  of  the  batteries  of  the  Powhatan,  Brooklyn,  and  Wyandotte, 
properly  placed,  without  exposing  it  to  sudden  and  swift  destruction. 
If  your  men  and  means  are  all  concentrated  in  Fort  Pickens,  every  shell 
which  enters  the  fort  will  tell  its  tale  of  destruction.  To  concentrate 
all  these  appears  to  me  to  be  like  putting  the  depot  of  a  besieging  army 
in  the  ricochet  and  breaching  batteries.  I  think  that  the  true  mode  of 
treating  is  that  which  regulates  the  advance  batteries  of  a  siege. 

The  sand  hills  of  Santa  Eosa  afford  good,  well-protected  bayous  or 
approaches,  along  which  material,  men,  horses,  and  artillery  can  be 
moved,  properly  protected  from  all  direct  and  enfilading  fire  by  works 
of  very  small  extent,  needed  only  to  close  a  few  gaps  and  to  cut  through 
a  few  ridges.  An  approach  should  be  constructed  across  the  open  space 
at  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  and  I  think  that  a  gallery  through  the  glacis 
into  the  ditch  may  be  advisable.  I  think  that  a  gateway  might  be  cut 
with  advantage  through  the  south  entrance.  I  save  the  hauling  of 
material  and  the  hoisting  of  gun  carriages  over  the  ramparts.  This  gate, 
too,  not  being  exposed  to  the  direct  fire  of  the  opposing  batteries,  will 
not  tempt  an  insubordinate,  undisciplined  volunteer  to  fire  the  shot 
which  will  open  the  war. 

The  three  10-inch  mortars  brought  from  Key  West  and  some  other 
pieces  of  artillery  I  think  might  be  well  placed  in  battery  outside  the 
fort.  The  division  of  these  batteries  will  divide  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
thus  lessen  its  destructive  effect.  The  mortars,  being  reserved  to 
throw  out  light  and  fire  balls  from  the  fort,  may  be  placed  behind  one 
of  the  sand  ridges  in  position  to  bombard  the  navy-yard  and  its  bat- 
teries. Here  the  mortar  battery  would  be  protected  by  the  guns  of 
Pickens.  The  light  battery  and  a  large  portion,  say  two-thirds,  of  the 
garrison  I  think  should  be  placed  in  an  intrenched  camp  in  the  woods 
where  the  horses  landed.  Here  they  could  be  without  the  range  of  the 
batteries  on  the  mainland.  They  would  occupy  then  five  miles  of  the 
island.  A  plank  road,  with  natural  epaulement  on  east  side,  would 
afford  plenty  of  communication.  TJiis  communication  would  be  pro- 
tected by  the  guns  of  the  fleet,  which  should  be  moved  in  position,  a.nd 
which  could  destroy  any  enemy  attempting  to  cut  it  off. 

Yedettes  and  sentinels  upon  the  ridge  could  keep  up  constant  commu- 
nication between  the  fort  and  the  intrenched  camp.  Captain  Barry  will 
undertake  it,  as  a  boat  expedition  shall  land  in  face  of  his  guns. '  The 
working  party  and  guard,  detailed  for  twenty-four  hours'  duty,  should 
be  kept  in  the  fort  to  protect  the  provisions  and  ammunition  there 
deposited,  to  work  the  guns,  and  repel  a  sudden  assault  should  the 
enemy  be  rash  enough  to  undertake  one.  The  troops  in  camp  and  in 
fort  would  be  healthy,  not  exposed  to  fire  or  too  hard  worked,  and  1 
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think  that  all  would  be  more  cheerful,  more  comfortable,  and  more  safe. 
The  present  crowded  condition  of  the  fort  will,  if  it  continues,  bring  on  * 
disease  that  in  even  a  not  crowded  i)lace  will  be  destructive. 

I  have  thrown  these  ideas,  the  fruit  of  much  reflection  upon  this 
subject,  together,  colonel,  for  your  consideration,  and  hope  they  will 
prove  worthy  of  your  approval  and  adoption.  Upon  you  rests,  of  course, 
the  responsibility  which  accompanies  command,  and  I  defer  to  your 
greater  experience,  rank,  and  responsibility,  merely  offering  that  advice 
which  commends  itself  to  my  judgment. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

You  \uiow  that  tents  for  1,000  men  should  be  on  the  Illinois;  that 
10,000  yards  of  canvas  afford  means  to  cover  the  horses  from  sun  and 
insects,  and  that  ample  stores  of  lumber,  ordnance,  i^rovisions,  &c.,  are 
here  or  on  their  way. 


Headquarters  Departihent  of  Florida, 

April  20,  1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  I  inclose  you  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Slemmer  in  relation 
to  an  attempt  of  the  seceders  to  bribe  and  seduce  the  garrison  from 
their  duty.  That  the  attempt  was  made  is  fully  proved  by  the  fact  that 
the  money  paid  to  Private  McGarr  is  now  actually  in  the  possession  of 
Lieutenant  Slemmer.  This  noble  iidelity  should  be  rewarded,  but  the 
kind  of  reward  I  am  not  prepared  to  yet  recommend.  The  design  was 
to  spike  the  flank  casemate  howitzer,  and  then  to  take  the  work  by 
escalade.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  other  soldiers  of  Lieutenant  Slem- 
mer's  garrison  were  tampered  with,  and  I  fear  in  one  or  two  cases  suc- 
cessfully, but  have  not  yet  had  time  to  investigate  the  affair. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 
Brevet  Colonel^  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  18, 1861. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army  : 

Sir  :  Having  had  my  suspicions  aroused  by  letters  passing  to  and 
from  Fort  Pickens  and  the  village  of  Warrington,  I  issued  orders  that 
no  letters  or  packages  should  be  sent  from  or  received  at  the  post  except 
those  passing  through  my  hands.  Subsequent  to  this  a  roll  of  papers 
came  from  Warrington,  addressed  to  Ordnance  Sergeant  E.  H.  Broady. 
Upon  opening  them  a  letter  fell  out,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Broady  :  You  are  witliout  exception  the  dam'dest  fool  I  have  tlie  pleasure  of  knoTv- 
iug.  Bragg  will  give  you  a  dam'd  sight  better  berth  than  you  have,  and  besides,  you 
will  be  on  the  right  side.  Don't  be  a  jackass  always.  Look  at  Gardner — see  his  posi- 
tion. I  have  authority  for  offering  you  a  like  commission.  Answer  me.  Where  can 
I  take  you  a  cocktail  ?  My  regards  to  Flynn.  Come  over  and  see  me.  I  can  assure 
you  that  permission  to  visit  your  wife,  and  in  a  capacity  she  will  be  more  than  glad 
to  find  yoa  in,  will  be  granted  yon.  No  humbug.  Come  over. 
Yours, 

a 
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I  kept  this  letter,  determining  to  watch,  the  sergeant  and  intercept 
other  letters.  The  next  day  another  roll  of  papers  came  to  the  same 
address,  out  of  which  the  following  note  was  obtained  : 

What  a  jackass  you  are.  I  again  renew  my  offer  of  a  position  with  a  lieutenant's 
commission  and  ail  your  pay  twofold  that  is  due  you  from  the  Federal  Government. 
Also  to  Flynn.  If  you  will  help  us  along  to  save  bloodshed,  I  can  offer  any  private  in 
the  comjDany  $500,  and  any  non-commissioned  officer  Si, 000  too,  with  a  guarantee  of 
future  provision  as  high  or  higher  as  he  now  stands.  Every  man  who  will  take  upon 
themselves  to  give  us  the  fort  without  bloodshed,  and  save  the  lives  of  your  garrison, 
Avill  be  well  paid — all  back  pay,  |500  for  the  privates,  $1,000  for  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  a  commission  in  the  Confederate  army.  This,  Broady,  I  offer  from  au- 
thority. I  would  not  offer  it  otherwise.  You  as  a  friend  I  believe  will  trust  mo.  We 
imist  and  ivill  have  the  fort,  but  'tis  not  worth  one  drop  of  blood  ;  but  if  it  cost  5,000 
lives  tve  must  and  ivill  have  it.  Fill  it  full  of  Federal  troops  if  you  will,  yet  we  must  and 
will  have  it  Don't  be  a  dam'd  fool.  When  and  where  can  I  see  you  ?  I  will  go  over 
to-night,  and  will  take  a  cocktail  if  you  say  so. 

Answer  first  opportunity. 
Yours,  &c., 

B. 

The  same  day  I  received  private  information  that  the  troops  on  the 
opposite  side  were  making  preparations,  preparing  boats,  &c.,  and  in- 
tended to  come  over  that  night  or  the  next.  I  immediately  addressed 
a  note  to  Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  squadron,  informing  him  of 
the  fact,  and  requested  re-enforcements.  A  storm  prevented  the  Wyan- 
dotte from  coming  out  the  harbor  that  night.  I  kept  my  men  in  posi- 
tion, keeping  a  strict  watch  on  the  sergeant.  IS'othing  occurred.  The 
next  day  I  received  a- letter  from  Captain  Adams,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off Fensacola,  Aprllll,  18iM.    • 
Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  Commanding  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.: 

Sir  :  You  have  stated  in  your  communication  to  me  of  the  10th  instant,  that  from 
information  received  through  private  hands  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  safety 
of  the  fort  depends  on  its  immediate  re-enforcement.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  lay  this  in- 
formation in  full  before  me  ?  So  many  unfounded  rumors  have  been  in  circulation  to  this 
same  effect  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  cautious,  and  my  orders  are  positive  not  to  land 
re-enforcements  unless  the  fort  is  actually  attacked  or  preparations  are  making  to 
attack  it.  Should  your  information  be  such  as  to  justify  it,  I  will  have  re-enforce- 
ments landed  as  soon  as  practicable  when  the  state  of  the  sea  Avill  admit  of  boats  land- 
ing outside  the  harbor  and  at  night,  as  you  recommend. 
Very  respgctfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  ADAMS, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

A  storm  prevented  the  steamer  Wyandotte  from  returning  to  the 
squadron  that  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  made  the  following 
answer : 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  12,  1861. 
Ca.pt.  H.  A.  Adams,  Commanding  Squadron  off  Pensacola  Harbor  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  to  state  the  infor- 
mation I  received  is  through  varied  sources,  and  all  to  the  same  effect,  viz,  that  the 
troops  were  preparing  to  embark  for  this  island,  and  that  boats  and  material  were 
ready  at  the  navy-yard  to  start  at  any  moment ;  that  the  intention  was  to  land  either 
last  night  or  the  night  before.  The  weather  having  been  such  these  nights  that  they 
could  scarcely  cross  unless  very  determined,  they  may  be  expected  at  the  first  favor- 
able opportunity.  I  have  deemed  my  information  of  such  importance  that  for  the  last 
two  nights  my  men  have  been  placed  at  the  guns  in  readiness  to  repel  an  attack.  My 
men  and  officers  are  much  fatigued,  and  I  deem  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  fort 
should  be  re-enforced  immediately.  Provisions  should  also  be  landed  while  there  is 
yet  time  to  do  so  by  the  Wyandotte. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
F'irst  Lieutenant,  First  ArHUery,  Commanding. 
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On  the  night  of  the  12th  instant,  Captain  Adams  having  received  in- 
structions from  the  Navy  Department,  Captain  Yogdes  landed  with  his 
company  and  the  marines  from  the  vessels,  and  relieved  me  from  the 
command  of  the  post.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I  sent  Ord- 
nance Sergeant  Broady  on  board  the  frigate  Sabine,  as  I  deemed  it  very 
unsafe  to  keep  him  in  the  fort,  even  if  a  good  man,  subject  to  the  seduc- 
tive influences  I  knew  to  be  at  work  upon  him.  On  the  morning  of  the 
13th  instant  a  private  of  my  company,  Gr,  First  Artillery,  Owen  McGarr, 
came  to  me  and  made  the  following  statement : 

I  was  on  picket  guard  last  niglit.  During  the  night  I  saw  a  small  boat  approach 
the  beach.  I  stepped  back  to  see  what  it  was  about,  when  a  man  came  before  me.  I 
brought  my  musket  to  a  charge  and  ordered  him  to  halt.  He  said,  "  Don't  shoot;  I 
am  a  friend."  He  then  began  to  talk  to  me  and  ask  about  the  fort.  While  ho  was 
talking  three  others  came  up  behind  me.  They  asked  me  many  questions,  asking  me 
about  the  number  of  men,  &c.,  about  the  flank  defense,  whether  the  guns  could  not 
be  spiked,  &c.  Said  they  would  give  any  man  plenty  of  money  if  he  would  only  spike 
the  flank  defense  guns.  Asked  when  I  would  be  on  picket  guard  again.  I  told  tJiem 
on  Monday  night.  They  said,  "We  Aviil  be  over  and  ready."  As  thjey  were  going 
away  one  said  ta  me,  ''How  are  you  off  for  money  in  the  fort?"  I  said,  ''We  have 
not  been  paid  for  six  months."  He  then  ];)ut  a  roll  of  bills  in  my  hand  and  said,  "  Give 
that  to  them." 

He  then  gave  me  a  roll  of  bills,  in  amount  sixty  dollars.  I  have  it 
now  in  my  possession.  There  are  evidences  that  the  intention  was  to 
bribe  my  men  to  spike  the  flank  defense  and  thus  obtain  possession  of 
the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  SLEMMER, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery. 


U.  S.  SteAjMShip  Atlantic, 

Off  Santa  Eosa,  April  20,  1861. 

Col.  H.  Brown,  Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  FicTcens: 

Sir  :  Captain  Gray  says  that  orders  from  owners  axe  to  obey  your 
orders,  and  to  move  from  anchorage  only  on  written  orders  ]  in  fact,  to 
have  written  orders  for  every  mov^ement.  He  desires  to  have  from  you 
written  directions  as  to  his  proceedings  hereafter.  Much  done  has  been 
by  written  orders  from  me,  which  he  obeyed,  and  which  I  understood 
you  to  authorize  me  to  give.  He  desires  also  a  certificate  from  you  to 
show  his  owners  and  all  others  that  he  has  done  his  duty  faithfully,  and 
on  my  own  part  1  do  not  see  how  any  man  could  do  more  than  he  has. 
His  zeal,  activity,  and  readiness  have  been  all  that  we  could  desire. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 


Headquarters  Troops  stationed  at  Key  West, 

Fort  Taylor,  April  20,  1861. 

Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Commanding  Fort  Jefferson,  Tortugas: 

Major  :  In  order  to  further  the  views  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
1st  instant,  received  to-day,  I  have  been  with  Lieutenant  Morton,  Engi- 
neer Corps,  to  the  town  of  Key  West,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  my  per- 
sonal guarantee  that  any  negroes  he  may  be  able  to  engage  for  labor  at 
your  i)ost  will  not  be  removed  therefrom  for  any  purpose  whatever  with- 
out the  consent  of  their  owners,  and  I  further  offered  to  obtain  yours  to 


390  OPERATIONS    IN    FLORIDA.  [Chai>.  IV. 

the  same  effect  should  they  be  allowed  to  be  sent.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  allude  to  the  reason  of  this  unless  its  propriety  should  here- 
after be  questioned. 

In  regard  to  the  force  employed  at  Fort  Taylor,  I  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  see  Captain  Hunt,  but  tear  that  the  lateness  of  the  season,  which 
takes  the  white  laborers  north,  and  the  excitement  in  town  regarding- 
the  capture  of  the  black  force  at  your  post,  will  be  difficulties  not  read- 
ily to  be  overcome. 

You  are  correct  in  ascribing  to  me  a  general  desire  to  promote  the 
good  of  the  service,  which  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  the  uppermost 
thought  in  my  action. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedienr  servant, 

WM.  H.  PEENOH, 
Brevet  Major,  TJ.  8.  Army,  Comma7tding 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  April  22,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Secretary  to  the  General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Colonel  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  19th,  detailing  my  proceedings  to  that 
time.  Having  sent  my  dispatches  by  a  sailing  vessel,  I  herewith  in- 
close duplicates. 

Since  my  last  the  weather  has  been  generally  favorable,  and  we  have 
been  busily  employed  in  putting  the  fort  in  a  condition  of  defense,  and 
in  landing  provisions  and  other  stores.  I  have  made  quite  as  good 
progress  as  I  could  have  expected.  The  steamship  Atlantic  will  be 
discharged  to-day,  when  I  shall  send  her  to  !N'ew  York.  The  Illinois 
arrived  yesterday,  and  landed  Brooks'  and  Allen's  companies.  Second 
Artillery,  and  a  detachment  of  recruits,  so  that  I  have  now  at  this  post 
nine  full  companies ;  tiggregate  about  eight  hundred  and  sixty  men.  I 
have  also  sent  to  .Key  West  for  the  two  infantry  companies  there.  My 
present  command  is  more  than  sufficient  to  repel  any  assault  that  may 
be  made  on  the  fort,  but  the  holding  the  western  portion  of  this  island 
and  preventing  the  rebels  making  a  lodgment  on  it  is  of  vital  import- 
ance, and  to  do  so  effectually  a  larger  force  than  I  now  have  is  required. 
If  the  assistance  of  the  ships  could  always  be  insured,  my  present  force 
might  perhaps  suffice,  but  they  are  constantly  liable  to  be  blown  off, 
and  may  be  so  for  several  days,  of  which  an  enterprising  and  numerous 
enemy  might  and  probably  would  avail  himself.  The  presence  of  a 
large  force  here  also  prevents  the  secessionists  from  weakening  their 
force,  and  thus  prevents  diversion  to  other  places  where  their  presence 
would  be  more  unwelcome.  I  propose,  as  soon  as  I  can  put  the  fort 
in  a  defensive  state,  to  throw  up  field  works.  ITo.  1,  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  fort,  to  be  garrisoued  by  Barry's  battery  and  two 
foot  companies;  ^o.  2,  about  the  same  distance  in  advance,  to  be 
defended  by  two  or  three  foot  companies,  leaving  five  or  six  for  the  gar- 
rison of  the  fort.  I  shall  then  stronglj^  urge  on  Captain  Adams,  com- 
manding the  naval  forces,  the  necessity  of  keeping  his  ships,  or  at  least 
two  of  them,  so  close  to  the  shore  as  to  be  able  to  rake  the  island.  I 
have  already  so  requested,  and  it  has  been  in  part  complied  with,  but 
great  reluctance  is  felt  in  placing  sailing  ships  so  near  the  shore.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  I  have  received  from  the  ^avy  very 
valuable  assistance,  which  has  been  cheerfully  and  cordially  rendered. 

The  work  in  the  fort  is  progressing  rapidly  under  the  supervision  of 
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Major  Tower  and  Captain  Vogdes.  Having-  now  established  something 
like  system,  I  hope  very  soon  to  have  it  in  fighting  order.  Guns  are 
now  being  mounted,  and  traverses  for  the  protection  of  the  works  and 
men  being  made ;  but  there  is  an  immense  work  to  do.  Our  prospects 
are  daily  brightening,  and  I  hope  very  soon  to  be  in  a  situation  to  act 
both  offensively  and  defensively.  My  command  is  in  excellent  health, 
and  the  men  cheerful  and  in  fine  spirits.  With  such  officers  and 
such  men  I  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  number  of  rebels.  Although 
most  of  my  stores  have  been  landed  in  full  view  and  within  range  of 
the  guns  of  Fort  McEee,  yet  no  hostile  demonstration  has  been  made ; 
all  has  been  quiet.  I  cannot  at  all  account  for  their  not  taking  possession 
of  the  island  during  the  term  of  Lieutenant  Slemmer's  command,  its  im- 
portance being  so  great  and  so  evident  j  nor  can  I  account  for  their  ab- 
staining to  take  the  fort,  their  number '  rendering  its  success  almost 
certain,  unless  from  a  reluctance  on  their  part  to  commence  hostilities, 
or  their  not  being  prepared  for  it.  I  think  their  present  peaceful  atti- 
tude arises  from  a  consciousness  of  our  ability  to  greatly  distress  them 
by  destroying  the  navy-yard  and  by  closing  the  port,  while  they  can 
only  hope  to  do  us  partial  injury  by  a  long  and  fruitless  bombardment. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAKVEY  BROWN, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Ficlcens,  April  22,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Secretary  to  the  General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel  ;  Since  writing  my  dispatches,  I  have  seen  new^spaper  ex- 
tracts announcing  the  secession  of  Virginia,  the  taking  Fort  Sumter  and 
Gosport  navy-yard.  Should  this  news  be  true  the  security  of  Key  West 
and  Tortugas  might  be  jeopardized.  I  have  therefore  countermanded 
my  order  for  bringing  two  companies  from  Key  West  here,  and  I  shall 
urge  Captain  Adams  to  keep  a  ship  at  Tortugas  and  one  at  Kej^  West, 
in  position  to  protect  the  works  at  these  places. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWISr, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


U.  S.  Troop- Ship  Atlantic,  Santa  Rosa, 

April  22,  1861. 
Col.  H.  Brown, 

Commanding  Military  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Piclcens  : 

Bear  Sir  :  If  the  news  sent  to  Major  Hunt  by  Colonel  Bragg  be  cor- 
rect as  reported  to  me  by  Captain  Porter,  it  becomes  necessary  to  look 
for  means  to  guard  your  communications  and  the  most  important  posts 
of  Key  West  and  Tortugas  against  a  naval  enterprise.  If  the  State  of 
Virginia  has  really  rebelled,  and  surprised  the  GOsport  navy-yard,  she 
has  some  good  vessels,  and  she  will  very  soon  have  officers  to  fight 
them,  as  Virginians  will  follow  the  fortunes  of  their  native  State.  I  do 
not  think,  then,  that  the  two  companies  ordered  up  from  Key  West 
should  now  be  withdrawn  from  that  place.  I  think  that  the  Sabine  and 
St.  Louis,  useless  here,  should  go,  one  to  Key  West  and  one  to  Tor- 
tugas, and  be  moored  in  position  to  aid  in  the  occupation  and  defense 
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of  these  hirbors.  The  letter  of  the  President  of  1st  April,  which  you 
bear,  and  which  Captain  Adams  has  seen,  gives  you  full  and  ample 
authority  to  call  upon  him  to  make  this  disposition  of  his  ships. 

The  expedition  under  your  command  embraces  the  coast  and  islands 
of  Florida  in  its  scope,  and  your  attention  was  particularly  called  to 
the  "  even  greater  importance"  of  Forts  Taylor  and  Jefferson  than  of 
Fort  Pickens.  The  value  of  all  these  posts  is  greatly  increased  if  the 
news  referred  to  be  correct.  I  would  call  upon  Captain  Adams,  in  vir- 
tue of  the  authority  in  you  vested  by  the  President,  to  "  co-operate '^  by 
sending  these  ships  to  Key  West  and  Tortugas.  The  Crusader  will  be 
very  useful  here,  the  sailing  ships  there.  Here  you  need  steamers,  and 
sailing  ships,  except  as  depots,  are  useless.  From  his  present  posi- 
tion it  would  take  Captain  Adams  half  a  day  in  good  weather  to  bring 
his  guns  into  play,  and  in  bad  weather  he  could  not  move  at  all. 

The  team  road  should  be  extended  up  the  island  to  the  landing.  The 
sailors  are  hard  worked  and  should  be  spared  rowing.  The  plank  between 
the  gate  and  dock  would  make  the  road.  Now  less  than  ever  would 
I  put  this  precious  material  on  the  Atlantic  and  Illinois  at  peril  of  de- 
struction by  a  rough,  drunken  volunteer's  shot.  If  one  of  these  ships 
is  struck  by  such  a  shot,  apologies  will  not  restore  her.  Too  little  work 
was  done  yesterday  on  ship  and  shore. 

I  inclose  a  cojjy  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  to  me,  which  I  handed 
to  Captain  Porter  indorsed,  as  you  will  see.*  By  this  I  succeeded  in 
stopping  him. 

I  am,  very  trulv  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Captain^  Engineers,  Chief  Engineer. 

P.  S. — This  ship,  if  properly  supplied  with  boats,  can  sail  by  1  p.  m. 
to-day. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcens.  Fla.,  April  22,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Commanding  Fort  Jefferson^  Tortugas  : 

Major  :  News  has  been  received  here  that  Yirginia  has  seceded  and 
Gosport  navy-yard  taken.  If  so,  several  large  ships  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  secessionists,  and  your  post  may  be  jeopardized.  I  shall 
try  to  get  a  ship  stationed  near  to  support  you,  but  every  effort  must 
be  made  to  strengthen  your  position  as  much  as  possible.  Mount  all 
the  guns  you  can,  and  keep  your  whole  force  at  work  until  all  is  fin- 
ished that  your  means  may  permit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BROWIsr, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  April  22,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  L.  G.  Arnold,  Commanding  Fort  Jefferson : 

Major  :  At  my  request  Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  naval  forces 
at  this  place,  has  ordered  the  ship  St.  Louis  to  be  stationed  off  your  fort 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  you  necessary  aid  and  protection.     He  is 

*  Not  found. 
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also  required  to  render  you  assistance  in  any  manner  that  you  may  re- 
quire, consistentlyt-with  the  safety  of  his  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BROWI^, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PicJwns,  Fla.,  April  23,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  W.  H.  French,  Commanding  Key  West^  Fla.: 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  say  that  at  his  re- 
quest Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  naval  forces  at  this  place,  has 
ordered  the  steamship  Crusader  to  be  stationed  off  your  fort  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  giv^e  you  necessary  aid  and  protection.  Her  captain  is 
also  required  to  render  you  assistance  in  any  manner  that  you  may  re- 
quire consistently  with  the  safety  of  his  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JJ.  S.  Troop-Shjp  Atlantic, 

Havana^  April  2b^  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Totten,  Chief  of  Engineers^  Washington  : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  accompanied  as  engineer  the  expedition  of  Colonel  Brown,  fitted 
out  in  IsTew  York,  and  sailing  under  secret  and  confidential  orders  to 
attempt  to  re  enforce  Fort  Pickens. 

I  left  Washington  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  April,  having  been  en- 
gaged from  the  31st  March  in  preparation  for  the  expedition. 

The  Secretary  of  State  having  assured  me  that  any  arrangement 
I  might  make  for  the  preservation  and  control  of  the  public  works  under 
my  charge  in  Washington  during  my  absence  would  be  approved  by 
the  Executive,  I  appointed  Capt.  J.  N.  Macomb,  Topographical  Engineers, 
and  my  brother-in-law,  my  attorney  to  sign  checks,  draw  requisitions, 
and  do  all  other  acts  necessary  for  the  control  of  these  public  works 
until  my  return. 

Arrived  in  New  York,  I  devoted  myself,  in  concert  with  the  commander 
of  the  expedition.  Col.  Harvey  Brown,  Colonel  Keyes,  military  secretary, 
and  others,  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  vessels  necessary  to  convey  the  troops, 
horses,  artillery,  ordnance,  and  stores  to  Santa  Eosa. 

By  the  request  of  the  President  I  sailed  in  the  first  transport  ready, 
the  Atlantic  steamer,  formerly  of  the  Collins  line,  with  instructions  to 
remain  witli  Colonel  Brown  until  he  was  established  in  Fort  Pickens, 
and  then  to  return  to  my  duties  in  Washington. 

We  had  on  board  five  comi)anies  of  artillery  and  infantry,  two  of  which 
were  light  artillery,  Barry's  and  Hunt's.  Captain  Barry's  company  car- 
ried their  horses  with  them,  73  in  number.  Captain  Hunt's  company, 
having  lost  their  horses  by  the  treachery  of  General  Twiggs  in  Texas, 
were  dismounted. 

Such  artillery  as  could  be  hastily  collected,  such  part  of  the  stores  and 
supplies  for  six  mouths  for  1,000  men,  pui'chased  in  New  York,  as  could 
be  embarked  by  the  evening  of  the  6th  April,  were  placed  on  board  and 
the  vessel  hauled  into  the  stream  after  sunset  on  that  date. 

She  continued  taking  in  stores  during  the  night  and  sailed  on  the 
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morning  of  the  7th  instant.  While  of  many  articles  large  supplies  were 
put  on  board,  not  less  than  fifty  days'  rations  of  a*iy  single  article  of 
subsistence  accompanied  us,  and  we  carried  with  us  thirty  days'  forage 
for  the  horses. 

The  dock  was  left  covered  with  stores,  shovels,  sand  bags,  forage,  sub- 
sistence, ammunition,  and  artillery,  to  follow  with  steamer  Illinois,  to 
sail  on  the  evening  of  the  8th. 

These  two  vessels  it  was  believed  would  carry  supplies  for  1,000  men 
for  six  months. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  Government  as  to  the  condition  of  Fort  Pickens, 
and  as  to  the  very  orders  and  instructions  under  which  the  squadron  ofi" 
that  fortress  was  acting,  led  to  apprehensions  lest  the  place  might  be 
taken  before  relief  could  reach  it. 

A  landing  in  boats  from  the  mainland  on  a  stormy  night  was  per- 
fectly ^practicable  in  spite  of  the  utmost  efforts  of  a  fleet  anchored  out- 
side and  oft'  the  bar  to  prevent  it.  Such  a  landing  in  force  taking  pos- 
session of  the  low  flank  embrasures  by  men  armed  with  revolvers  would 
be  likely  to  sweep  in  a  few  minutes  over  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Pickens, 
defended  by  only  forty  soldiers  and  forty  ordinary  men  from  the  navy- 
yard,  a  force  which  did  not  allow  one  man  to  be  kept  at  each  flanking 
gun. 

Believing  that  a  ship  of  war  could  be  got  ready  for  sea  and  reach 
Pensacola  before  any  expedition  in  force,  I  advised  the  sending  of  such 
a  ship  under  a  young  and  energetic  commander,  with  orders  to  enter 
the  harbor  without  stopping,  and,  once  in,  to  prevent  any  boat  expedition 
from  the  main  to  Santa  Eosa. 

Oapt.  David  D.  Porter  readily  undertook  this  dangerous  duty,  and, 
proceeding  to  l^ew  York,  succeeded  in  fitting  out  the  Powhatan,  and 
sailed  on  the  6th  for  his  destination. 

Unfortunately,  or  rather  fortunately,  as  the  result  will  show,  the  Pow- 
hatan had  been  put  out  of  commission  at  Brooklyn  and  stripped  of  her 
crew  and  stores  on  the  1st  April,  only  two  and  a  half  hours  before  the 
telegram  from  the  President  ordering  her  instant  preparation  for  sea 
reached  the  commander  of  the  navy-yard  at  that  place.  She  was  got 
ready  for  sea,  however,  by  working  night  and  da^^,  and  sailed  on  the  6th, 
about  twelve  hours  before  the  Atlantic. 

Off  Hatteras,  on  Monday,  8th,  the  Atlantic  ran  into  a  heavy  north- 
east gale,  which  increased  to  such  a  degree  that,  in  order  to  save  the 
horses  on  the  forward  deck,  it  became  necessary  to  heave  the  ship  to 
under  steam  and  keep  her  head  to  sea  for  over  thirty-six  hours.  When 
the  gale  abated  we  found  ourselves  100  miles  out  of  our  course,  138  miles 
east-southeast  from  Hatteras. 

With  all  speed  possible  under  the  circumstances  we  made  our  way  to 
Key  West,  where,  anchoring  off  the  harbor  and  allowing  no  other  com- 
munication with  the  shore,  Colonel  Brown,  the  ordnance  officer,  Lieu- 
tenant Balch,  and  myself  landed  by  boat  at  Fort  Taylor. 

Here,  calling  the  United  States  judge,  Mr.  Marvin,  the  newly- appointed 
collector  and  marshal,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort.  Major 
French,  to  meet  Colonel  Brown  at  the  fort,  the  orders  and  instructions  of 
the  President  were  communicated  to  these  gentlemen,  and  the  commis 
sion  of  marshal  for  Mr.  H.  Clapp,  intrusted  to  me  for  this  purpose  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  was  delivered  to  Judge  Marvin. 

Several  secession  flags  floated  from  buildings  in  view  of  the  fort  and 
upon  the  court-house  of  the  town. 

The  President's  orders  to  the  authorities  at  Key  West  were  to  tolerate 
the  exercise  of  no  officer  in  authority  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Con- 
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iStitution  of  the  ITiiited  Slates,  to  support  the  civil  authority  of  the 
United  States  by  force  of  arms  if  necessary,  to  protect  the  citizens  in 
their  lawful  occupations,  and  in  case  rebellion  or  insurrection  actually 
broke  out  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  remove  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  fortresses  of  Key  West  and.  Tortugas  all  dangerous  or  sus- 
pected persons. 

Having  by  restowing  much  of  our  cargo  made  room  for  some  additions. 
Colonel  Brown  here  drew  from  Fort  Taylor  a  battery  of  12-pounder  how- 
itzers and  6-pounder  guns,  three  10-inch  siege  mortars  for  which  shells 
had  been  embarked  at  ISTew  York,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  the 
field  pieces ;  these,  being  placed  upon  a  scow,  were  towed  out  to  the 
Atlantic  anchorage  b\^  the  Crusader,  Captain  Craven,  and  put  upon  her 
decks  during  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning,  14th  April,  we  proceeded  to  the  Tortugas, 
where  proper  instructions  were  left  with  Major  Arnold,  commanding  the 
place.  Four  mountain  howitzers,  with  prairie  carriages,  light  and  suit- 
able either  for  the  sands  of  Santa  Eosa  or  for  the  service  upon  the 
covered  ways  of  Port  Pickens,  with  supplies  of  fixed  ammunition,  spheri- 
cal case  and  canister,  were  taken  on  board. 

Twenty  carpenters  and  one  overseer,  engaged  in  Washington,  had 
followed  me  to  Kew  York  and  were  already  on  board  the  Atlantic. 

To  assist  in  the  manual  labor  of  disembarking  the  immense  stores,  to 
be  landed  on  an  open  sea  beach  exposed  to  the  broad  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
Colonel  Brown,  under  the  ample  powers  conferred  on  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent, directed  Lieutenant  Morton,  Engineers,  to  send  with  the  expe- 
dition one  overseer  and  twenty  of  the  hired  negroes  at  Fort  Jefferson, 
and  skillful  with  the  oar  and  the  rope.  By  some  mistake  twenty-one  of 
the  negroes  embarked,  and  they  j^roved  hardy,  willing,  and  cheerful 
laborers  during  the  disembarkation. 

Lieutenants  Eeese  and  McFarland,  Engineers,  here  joined  the  expe- 
dition. 

To  assist  in  landing  artillery,  the  attempt  was  made  to  tow  a  scow 
from  Fort  Jefferson  to  Pensacola,  but  it  broke  from  its  fastenings  before 
we  left  the  harbor.     It  has  since  been  recovered  at  the  fort. 

Leaving  the  harbor  of  Tortugas  after  dark  on  the  14th,  forcing  our 
way  through  a  heavy  head  sea  caused  by  a  severe  norther,  losing  all 
the  horse- stalls  on  the  port  bow  of  the  steamer,  washed  away  by  the  sea, 
though  fortunately  without  destroying  any  of  the  horses,  we  reached 
the  anchorage  of  the  squadron  off  Pensacola  bar  at  6  p.  m.  of  the  16th 
instant.  It  must  then  have  been  known  in  Pensacola,  though  concealed 
from  the  fort  and  from  those  afloat,  that  Fort  Sumter  had,  after  bom- 
bardment, surrendered  on  the  13th. 

Communicating  with  Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  squadron,  and 
exhibiting  his  instructions  from  the  President,  Colonel  Brown  called 
upon  him  for  boats  to  make  a  landing  immediately  after  dark. 

The  Atlantic  proceeded  at  dark,  towing  the  boats  to  anchor  near  the 
shore,  and,  while  waiting  for  the  boats  to  come  alongside,  the  signal  for 
attack,  two  rockets  from  the  fort,  was  made  by  Captain  Yogdes. 

Captain  Yogdes,  with  his  company  and  110  marines,  had  landed  on  the 
night  of  the  12th.  The  orders  of  General  Scott  to  him  to  land,  received 
some  days  before,  had  not  been  executed,  because  unrevoked  instructions 
to  Captain  Adams  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  contradicted  them.  Captain  Adams  had  therefore  declined  land- 
ing the  troops  until  Lieutenant  Slemmer  officially  informed  him  that  he 
apprehended  an  attack. 

From  the  signs  visible  on  the  mainland  and  from  information  received 
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by  Ijim,  Lieutenant  Slemmer  on  the  12th,  being  convinced  that  an  attack 
was  imminent,  called  upon  Captain  Adams  to  land  the  troops,  and  it 
was  done  that  night. 

Major  Tower,  Engineers,  thought  that  this  landing  and  very  stormy 
weather  had  deferred  the  attack.  But  commotion  on  shore  and  move- 
ments visible  from  the  fort  led  them  to  believe  that  an  attack  would  be 
made  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Atlantic,  and  therefore  the 
signal  was  sent  up. 

The  ditches  of  the  Barrancas  were  lighted  up  and  much  hurrahing 
was  heard. 

While  the  boats  were  collecting  on  the  Atlantic,  Colonel  Brown  and 
his  statf,  taking  a  boat  of  the  frigate  Sabine,  under  Lieutenant  Belknap, 
of  that  vessel,  pulled  into  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  we  landed  on 
the  beach  between  Forts  McRee  and  Pickens.  Passing  many  sentinels 
and  patrols,  we  entered  Fort  Pickens  by  the  north  gate,  and  were  gladly 
welcomed  by  Captain  Yogdes  and  his  officers,  who  assured  us  that  five 
thousand  men  might  be  expected  on  shore  in  a  short  time. 

I  returned  in  the  Sabine^s  boat  to  direct  the  landing  of  all  the  men 
who  could  be  got  ashore  during  the  night. 

On  our  way  to  the  Atlantic  we  met  the  fleet  of  boats,  and  which  landed 
as  intended,  and  put  our  two  hundred  men  into  the  fort  within  a  few 
hours  after  our  arrival. 

The  night  passed  off  quietly,  and  the  next  morning  early  all  the  rest 
of  the  command,  with  the  exception  of  the  carpenters  and  laborers  and 
Captain  Barry's  artillery  company,  retained  to  attend  to  their  horses, 
were  landed  on  the  beach  and  marched  into  the  fort. 

I  landed  that  morning,  with  Captain  Barry  and  a  covering  party  of 
men,  about  five  miles  from  Fort  Pickens  and  reconnoitered  the  island, 
determined  upon  a  suitable  place  for  landing  the  horses  and  for  an  in- 
trenched camp  out  of  range  of  the  heaviest  artillery  on  the  mainland, 
and  at  a  point  beyond  which  a  boat  canal  may  easily  be  cut  across  the 
island. 

During  the  day  and  night  of  the  17th  and  the  morning  of  the  18th 
the  horses  were  got  ashore.  One  was  drowned  alongside  by  some  mis 
management,  one  got  loose,  swam  twice  around  the  ship  before  he  was 
caught,  and  died  from  exhaustion  after  landing,  and  one,  turned  head 
over  heels  by  the  surf,  broke  his  neck.  Four  had  died  and  been  thrown 
overboard  in  the  boisterous  passage,  so  that  seven  out  of  seventy-three 
were  lost.  The  rest  landed  safely,  and  were  at  once  set  to  work  to  haul 
into  the  fort  the  immense  stores  ijrought  with  the  expedition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  while  engaged  in  landing  the  horses,  the 
Powhatan,  which  we  had  passed  without  seeing  her  during  the  voyage, 
hove  in  sight.  A  note  from  Colonel  Brown  advised  me  that  in  his 
opinion  her  entrance  into  the  harbor  at  that  time  would  bring  on  a  col- 
lision, which  it  was  very  important  to  defer  until  our  stores,  guns,  and 
ammunition  were  disposed  of. 

As  the  enemy  did  not  seem  inclined  yet  to  molest  us ;  as  with  600 
troops  in  the  fort  and  three  war  steamers  anchored  close  inshore  there 
was  no  danger  of  a  successful  attempt  at  a  landing  by  the  enemy,  it  was 
evident  that  it  was  important  to  prevent  a  collision,  and  her  entrance 
would  have  uselessly  exposed  a  gallant  officer  and  a  devoted  crew  to 
extreme  dangers. 

The  circumstances  had  changed  since  Captain  Porter's  orders  had 
been  issued  by  the  President.  Knowing  the  imperative  nature  of  these 
orders  and  the  character  of  him  who  bore  them,  I  feared  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  arrest  his  course  j  but  requesting  the  commander  of 
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the  Wyandotte^  ou  board  of  which  I  fortunately  found  myself  at  the 
time.  I  received  Colonel  Brown's  letter,  to  get  under  way  and  place  his 
vessel  across  the  path  of  the  Powhatan,  making  signal  that  I  wished  to 
speak  with  him,  I  succeeded  at  length,  in  spite  of  his  changes  of  course 
and  his  disregard  of  our  signals,  in  stopping  this  vessel,  which  steered 
direct  for  the  perilous  channel  on  which  frowned  the  guns  of  McEee, 
Barrancas,  and  many  newly-constructed  batteries. 

I  handed  to  Captain  Porter  Colonel  Brown's  letter,  indorsed  upon  it 
my  hearty  concurrence  in  its  advice,  which,  under  his  authority  from  the 
Executive,  had  the  force  of  an  order  from  the  President  himself,  and 
brought  the  Powhatan  to  anchor  near  the  Atlantic,  in  position  to  sweep 
with  her  guns  the  landing  place  and  its  communications. 

The  Brooklyn  shortly  afterwards  anchored  east  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
the  Wyandotte  took  up  position  near  her. 

The  landing  of  so  many  tons  of  stores  was  laborious  and  tedious. 
Whenever  the  surf  would  permit,  it  was  carried  on  by  the  boats  of  the 
several  vessels,  Powhatan,  Brooklyn,  Wyandotte,  Sabine,  and  St. 
Louis.  The  most  useful  boats  engaged  were  the  paddle-box  boats  of 
the  Powhatan.  One  of  them,  armed  with  a  Dahlgren  boat  howitzer,  was 
kept  ready  to  protect  the  stores  and  men  on  the  beach  from  the  guard- 
boats  of  the  enemy,  which  would  occasionally  approach  the  narrow 
island  from  the  bay  opposite.  Kone  of  them,  however,  interrupted  the 
landing. 

On  the  night  of  the  19tli-20th  the  Illinois  arrived  bringing  Brooks' 
and  Allen's  companies  and  100  recruits  and  some  sixteen  stragglers 
from  the  companies  embarked  on  the  Atlantic.  She  brought  in  all  295 
men  and  officers  and  a  full  cargo  of  stores. 

On  the  23d,  having  landed  all  the  cargo  of  the  Atlantic,  having  seen 
Colonel  Brown  established  in  Fort  Pickens,  I  proceeded  to  sea  in  the 
Atlantic  to  leave  dispatches  and  get  coal  at  Key  West,  to  return  her  to 
New  York  and  myself  to  return  to  Washington. 

The  naval  store  of  coal  at  Key  West  is  small  and  the  Mohawk  was 
about  to  take  her  i)lace  at  the  dock  to  coal  and  proceed  to  Fort  Pickens 
to  relieve  the  Wyandotte,  almost  worn  out,  having  been  over  one  hun- 
dred days  under  steam  without  opportunity  for  repair. 

The  only  merchant  on  the  island  who  had  coal  for  sale,  Mr.  Tift, 
sympathizing  with  those  who  are  in  array  against  his  country,  refused 
to  sell  coal  to  a  steamer  in  Government  employ,  and  the  Atlantic  was 
forced  to  come  to  this  port  as  the  quickest  way  of  obtaining  coal  for  the 
voyage  to  New  York. 

The  seizure  of  the  Star  of  the  W^est,  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President  were  not  then  known 
to  us. 

Large  requisitions  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  have  been  made 
by  Colonel  Brown.     They  should  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  principal  batteries  constructed  against  Fort  Pickens  are  beyond 
the  range  of  the  siege  10-inch  mortars  at  that  place,  and  heayj^  sea-coast 
10-inch  mortars  are  much  needed.  A  battery  of  rifled  guns  is  also 
wanted. 

The  distance  of  the  hostile  batteries  is  so  great  that  I  think,  therefore, 
though  annoying,  will  do  little  damage.  Eifled  42  pounders  will  enable 
the  garrison  to  dismount  the  10-inch  columbiads  which  arm  the  battery 
west  of  the  light-house,  and  which  are  the  most  formidable  opposed  to 
them. 

Sea-coast  mortars  placed  in  battery  outside  the  fort,  but  j)rotected  by 
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its  fire,  will  cover  the  whole  ground  occupied  by  hostile  batteries,  and 
will  draw  off  much  of  the  fire  intended  for  Fort  Pickens. 

I  advised  Colonel  Brown  to  place  the  greater  part  of  his  men  in  an 
intrenched  camp  outside.  He  has  now,  including  marines  and  21  me- 
chanics, nearly  1,000  men  in  the  fort. 

A  favorable  spot  for  camping  is  found  about  four  miles  from  the  west 
end  of  the  island.  It  is  beyond  the  range  of  the  13 -inch  sea-coast  mor- 
tar at  the  navy-yard.  It  is  overlooked,  as  is  the  whole  narrow  island 
between  it  and  the  fort,  by  the  guns  of  the  steamer — 9  and  11  inch  guns. 
A  good  road  can  be  made  between  this  intrenched  camp  and  the  fort, 
l^erfectly  protected  by  sand  ridges  forming  natural  epaulements  from  all 
horizontal  fire  for  nine-tenths  of  the  distance.  A  boat  channel  can  be 
easily  cut  through  the  island  just  above  it,  and  this  may  enlarge  to  a 
navigable  inlet.  Here  the  men  and  horses  would  be  healthy,  safe  from 
annoyance  and  from  fire. 

The  fort  itself,  it  appears  to  me,  should  be  treated  like  the  batteries  in 
front  of  besieging  parallels.  Men  enough  to  work  the  guns  in  use  and 
to  protect  it  againt  a  sudden  dart  should  be  kept  in  it,  and  none  others 
exposed  to  fire. 

Thus  treated,  so  long  as  the  United  States  maintains  a  naval  suprem- 
acy off  Pensacola,  it  appears  to  me  that  Fort  Pickens  can  be  held  with 
little  loss  of  life. 

As  Fort  Sumter,  I  learned  at  Key  West,  has  been  bombarded  and 
taken,  I  presume  that  the  farce  of  peace  so  long  kept  up  at  Pensacola 
while  planting  batteries  against  the  United  States  will  soon  terminate, 
and  that  the  entrance  of  troops,  provisions,  munitions,  and  ordnance,  by 
steam  and  sail,  under  the  guns  of  Our  squadron  and  of  our  fortress,  to 
be  turned  against  both  whenever  convenient  to  do  so,  will  be  stopped. 

The  enemy  did  not  seem  to  be  ready  to  commence  hostilities.  They 
stopped  the  papers  on  the  night  of  our  arrival,  16th,  and  of  the  next  mail 
they  allowed,  I  understand,  only  two  letters  to  come  off  to  the  squadron, 
both  from  Southern  States.  They  informed  the  garrison  that  Fort  Sum- 
ter had  surrendered  without  bloodshed ;  that  General  Scott  had  resigned ; 
that  Virginia  had  seceded ;  that  Pennsylvania  troops  passing  through 
Baltimore  to  the  defense  of  Washington  had  been  robbed  of  8,000  stand 
of  arms,  &c.,  but  they  continued  to  work  the  naval  foundery  night  and 
day,  Sundays  included,  casting,  as  was  reported,  solid  shot  for  their 
10-inch  and  other  guns,  and  they  moved  artillery  from  Fort  McEee  to 
other  positions  in  preparation  for  hostilities. 

Fort  Pickens,  Fort  Taylor,  and  Fort  Jefferson  need  much  to  put  them 
beyond  all  hazard  from  the  attack  of  a  naval  power.  Upon  these  wants 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  making  a  detailed  report. 

Orders  were  given  by  Colonel  Brown,  as  commanding  the  new  Military 
Department  of  Florida,  for  the  fortification  of  the  Tortugas  Keys,  so  as, 
in  connection  with  vessels  of  the  Navy  moved  in  proper  positions,  to 
command  the  whole  anchorage.  At  present  a  fleet  could  enter  that 
harbor  and  find  secure  anchorage  without  exposing  a  single  ship  to  the 
fire  of  Fort  Jefferson. 

Orders  were  also  given  to  the  commander  at  Key  West  and  to  the 
Engineer  officer.  Captain  Hunt,  to  prepare  plans  for  intrenchments  to 
prevent  a  hostile  landing  on  the  island  of  Key  West. 

Fort  Taylor,  with  a  brick  and  concrete  scarp  exposed  toward  the  island, 
from  which  it  is  only  300  yards  distant,  cannot  resist  a  landing,  and  is 
no  better  fitted  to  withstand  bombardment  than  Fort  Sumter.  The 
burning  woodwork  of  its  borracks  would  soon  drive  out  its  garrison. 

I  add  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  United  States  forces  on  and 
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about  Santa  Eosa  Island,  said  to  be  opposed  by  about  5,000  to  7,000 
men  on  the  mainland.  The  army  on  the  mainland,  however,  is  probably 
increased  by  detachments  set  at  liberty  by  the  taking  of  Fort  Sumter, 
unless,  as  is  more  probable,  their  armies  are  both  intended  for  action 
against  Washington  City : 

Lieutenant  Duane's  Engineer  company 60 

Captain  Barry's  corripany 90 

Major  Hunt's  company yO 

Captain  Clitz's  comjiany 90 

Lieutenant  Hildt's  company 87 

Colonel  Brooks'  company 90 

Captain  Allen's  company 88 

Stragglers 16 

Recruits ^ 100 

Captain  Yogdes'  company 80 

Lieutenant  Slemmer's  company 40 

Ordinary  seamen 40 

Marines 100 

.  Carpenters 21 

992 

Crew  of  Sabine 450 

Brooklyn 300 

Powhatan 300 

Wyandotte 75 

1,125 
Deduct  marines  in  fort 100 

1, 025 
Garrison 992 

Total 2,017 

Minnesota  ordered  to  Pensacola 600 


2,617 


The  Mohawk,  at  Key  West,  is  ordered  up  to  relieve  the  Wyandotte; 
and  the  St.  Louis  is  at  Key  West,  believed  to  be  under  orders  for  the 
Tortugas.    Crusader  is  here  to  return  to  Key  West  in  a  day  or  two. 

The  expedition  is  under  great  obligations  to  the  sailors  of  the  fleet,  who 
were  ready  and  untiring  in  the  severe  labor  of  landing  horses,  ordnance, 
and  stores  of  all  kinds  upon  the  sea  beach,  exposed  at  times  to  a  heavy 
surf,  which  killed  one  horse  and  bilged  several  boats. 

Lieutenants  Brown,  of  the  Powhatan,  and  Lewis,  of  the  Sabine,  re- 
mained on  board  the  Atlantic  for  several  days,  directing  the  boats  and 
seamen,  and  were  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us. 

Captain  Gray,  commanding  this  steamer,  the  Atlantic,  deserves  the 
thanks  of  the  Government.  ITone  could  exceed  him  in  efforts  for 
the  success  of  the  expedition  and  for  the  well-being  and  comfort  of  all 
on  board,  j^ight  and  day  he  and  his  crew  worked  at  their  posts  embark- 
ing or  disembarking  men  and  stores.  His  skillful  seamanship  carried 
the  vessel  with  the  loss  of  only  four  horses  through  a  most  severe  gale 
which  lasted  for  thirty-six  hours,  and  his  watchfulness  narrowly  saved 
her  from  collision  with  a  large  vessel  at  night  and  during  the  height  of  the 
storm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
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.  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,     , 

OffPensacola,  April  26,  1861. 
Order : 

Colonel  Brown  thinks  it  probable  that  an  attempt  may  be  made  by 
General  Bragg  to  land  forces  on  Santa  Eosa  Island  with  a  view  of 
making  approaches  by  land  against  Fort  Pickens,  in  which  case  he  asks 
the  co-operation  of  the  squadron  to  prevent  it.  You  will  therefore  have 
as  many  men  ready  to  land  as  can  be  spared  with  safety  to  your  ship. 
The  signal  of  danger  will  be  two  rockets  thrown  up  from  the  fort,  which 
are  to  be  answered  by  the  ships.  On  seeing  this  signal  you  will  imme- 
diately have  your  boats  manned  and  armed  for  service.  A  detachment 
of  soldiers  will  leave  the  fort  at  the  same  time,  and  march  aloQg  the 
beach  on  the  sea  side  toward  the  ships,  displaying  two  red  lights.  They 
will  form  near  the  beach,  opposite  the  ships,  to  cover  the  landing  of  the 
seamen.  Their  position  being  known  by  the  red  lights,  the  boats  will 
land  as  near  them  as  possible,  and  the  men  formed  to  unite  with  the 
soldiers  in  executing  whatever  orders  are  given  by  the  commanding 
officer. 

H.  A.  ADAMS, 
Captain,  TJ,  S.  J^avy,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcens,  May  2,  1861. 

Jjieut.  Ool.  Tow'NS^'ND,  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral: 

Colonel:  I  have  heretofore  addressed  my  official  communications 
to  Colonel  Keyes,  because  he,  as  the  agent  of  the  President  as  well  as 
military  secretary  of  the  General-in-Chief,  superintended  the  fitting  out 
of  the  expedition  for  the  relief  of  the  fort,  which  expedition  was  then  a 
secret  one.  The  reasons  for  secrecy  no  longer  existing,  I  address  my 
letter,  according  to  regulations,  to  you.  Since  my  last  letter  to  Colonel 
Keyes  nothing  of  special  interest  has  occurred.  We  have  been  unceas- 
ingly employed  with  my  whole  force  and  part  of  the  ship's  in  preparing 
the  fort  for  defense  and  in  unloading  the  Illinois.  Some  idea  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  fort  for  defense  may  be  had  when  it  is  considered  that 
every  day  (one  Sunday  excepted)  since  the  17th  of  April,  the  day  of  my 
arrival,  I  have  had  from  1,000  to  1,200  men  constantly  at  work,  and  of 
these,  800  have  been  employed  on  the  work;  and  although  we  have 
achieved  quite  as  much  as  I  expected,  we  want  a  fortnight  more  of  work 
before  we  shall  be  fully  prepared  to  resist  the  numerous  batteries  and 
heavy  guns  that  are  bearing  all  around  on  us.  The  enemy  are  equally 
busy,  having  large  numbers  at  work  on  several  batteries  which  are  visi- 
ble to  us,  and  judging  b3^  the  number  of  men  we  see  around  one  or  two 
other  places,  I  think  that  they  have  at  least  two  other  batteries  we  can- 
not see.  All  the  guns  excepting  those  of  the  forts  seem  of  large  caliber, 
8  or  10  inch  columbiads. 

We  can  see  one  battery  (E^o.  1)  at  the  navy-yard ;  one  (No.  2)  in  the 
rear  of  Warrington  church — a  large  work,  looking  like  an  instruction 
camp;  No.  3,  near  the  barracks — no  guns  can  be  seen  in  it;  a  little 
southwest  of  the  fort,  and  near  the  old  light-house,  a  battery  (No.  4)  of 
four  guns,  very  much  concealed;  and  south  of  the  new  light-house 
another  (No.  5)  of  four  guns,  plainly  to  be  seen.  There  is  probably  one 
more  between  this  and  Fort  McEee.  These  batteries  and  the  forts  enfi- 
lade and  take  in  reverse  every  face  and  curtain  of  this  work  but  one. 
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Fort  McRee  takes  in  reverse  one  more  important  battery,  which  is 
exposed  front,  flank,  and  rear  to  heavy  and  numerous  guns  (Plan  D).*  I 
have  no  apprehensions  whatever  of  an  attack  by  escalade,  as  I  think  I 
can  whip  them  in  open  field  j  and  in  a  very  few  days,  by  the  able  assist- 
ance of  Major  Tower,  I  shall  be  so  protected  from  bombardment  as,  I 
hope,  to  be  able  to  hold  the  fort  a  long  time. 

A  man  presented  himself  a  few  nights  since  to  one  of  my  sentinels, 
pretending  to  be  a  Northern  man  and  a  reporter  of  a  newspaper.  He 
brought  us  valuable  information,  and  thinking  his  safety  might  be  jeop- 
ardized if  he  returned,  I  sent  him  on  board  the  Powhatan.  Captain  Por- 
ter suspected  him,  and  there  is  but  little  doubt  of  his  being  a  Southerner 
and  a  spy,  as  the  inclosed  letter,  marked  A,  will  show.  He  tore  the 
original  up,  and  scattered  the  fragments  in  a  spit-box.  Captain  Porter 
had  them  collected  and  pasted  together.  Two  days  afterwards  a  con- 
stable or  sheriff  came  over,  under  a  flag,  with  a  warrant  against  him  for 
theft.    I  dismissed  him  without  any  name. 

My  command  continues  comparatively  healthy,  although  the  men  are 
worked  hard.  In  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  our  sudden  departure  from 
'New  York,  articles  of  the  flrst  importance,  which  had  been  prei)ared  and 
ready  to  go  on  board  ship,  were  left  behind,  and  others  of  little  impor- 
tance shipped;  among  the  former,  some  8  or  10  inch  shells,  which,  as 
reported  to  me,  were  in  a  lighter  alongside  the  Atlantic,  and  yet  not 
taken  on  board.  A  special  request  to  have  them  put  on  board  the  Illi- 
nois was  also  neglected,  and  not  one  of  the  former  came.  I  have  by 
borrowing  of  the  Navy  obtained  enough  of  the  latter  for  immediate  serv- 
ice, and  one  hundred  of  the  former,  so  that  I  have  now  150 — not  enough 
for  one  day's  continuous  firing.  There  are  a  great  many  guns  in  the 
fort,  most  of  them  from  want  of  shell  useless.  There  are  twelve  32  or 
42  pounder  rifled  guns.  With  a  full  supply  of  elongated  balls  [they] 
would  be  of  inestimable  value,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  some  of  this 
kind  are,  in  compliance  with  my  former  requisitiou,  now  on  the  way  here, 
as  also  four  sea-coast  10-inch  mortars,  and  the  8  and  10  inch  shells 
which  were  left  behind.  The  10-inch  siege  mortars  will  barely  reach  the 
navy-yard,  and  will  not  be  so  efficient  as  they  should  be,  though  I  hope 
with  the  maximum  charges  to  render  them  effective.  I  haA^e  a  battery 
of  two  mortars  in  the  ditch,  and  am  now  building  another  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  first,  where  I  also  propose  to  erect  a  battery  of  heavy  guns, 
if  the  enemy  gives  us  time  and  I  can  get  them. 

I  am  no  further  enlightened  than  wlien  I  last  wrote  on  the  cause  of 
delay  in  their  opening  fire  on  us.  Every  day  makes  me  feel  more  secure 
of  making  an  efficient  defense,  and  in  a  very  few  days  my  defensive 
preparations  will  be  complete.  I  learn  from  several  sources  that  the 
Montgomery  and  Pensacola  Railroad  is  not  finished  by  eight  miles,  and 
that  they  have  two  bridges  yet  to  build. 

Having  received  unofficial  information  that  the  Presideut  has  issued 
a  proclamation  blockading  the  ports  of  the  seceding  States,  I  requested 
a  conference  with  Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  naval  forces,  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  anticipate  its  offi- 
cial reception.  Having  also  heard  that  a  vessel  loaded  with  an  Arm- 
strong gun  and  ammunition  is  on  her  way  here  from  Charleston,  I  asked 
the  captain  if  he  would  examine  vessels  entering  the  port,  and  stop 
such  as  have  articles  contraband  of  war.  He  said  that  his  orders  were 
to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive ;  that  a  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  since 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  for  him  to  have  received  official  notice  of 

^  Not  found. 
26  R  R 
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it  if  it  were  published,  and  as  he  has  received  no  such  notice  he  did  not 
feel  at  liberty  in  any  manner  to  alter  the  existing  status.  The  next  daj^ 
I  renewed  tlie  sul>ject  in  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  (B)  with 
his  answer  (C),  in  which  he  accedes  to  my  wishes  that  vessels  having 
articles  contraband  of  war  on  board  shall  be  stopped,  and  Captain 
Porter,  with  the  Powhatan  and  a  small  schooner  I  let  him  have,  is  now 
boarding  all  vessels  entering  the  harbor. 

Major  Arnold  reports  all  well  at  Fort  Jefferson;  that  he  is  busily  en- 
gaged in  strengthening  his  post,  and  that  he  considers  himself  capable 
of  repelling  any  force  that  can  be  brought  by  the  rebels  against  him. 

At  Key  West  the  secession  feeling  fomented  by  the  Confederate 
Secretary  of  the  ISTavy  still  prevails  among  some  influential  citizens. 
Major  French's  policy  has  been,  I  fear,  too  tampering,  and  he  has  not 
taken  sufficiently  active  measures  in  strengtheniug  the  Union  party 
and  fostering  the  Union  feeling.  I  have  therefore  given  him  peremptory 
orders  (letter  D)  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  consider  Key  West  to  be 
sufficiently  garrisoned,  and  have  therefore  ordered  Major  French,  in 
case  of  the  arrival  of  troops  there  on  their  way  north,  to  detain  two  full 
companies  (letter  E).  Should  no  troops  be  expected  to  touch  there,  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  two  companies  of  regulars  or  four  of 
volunteers  be  immediately  sent  to  that  place.  A  small  steamer  or 
steam-tug — one  that  is  fast  and  of  light  draught  of  water — would  render 
us  very  great  service.  I  have  chartered  a  small  schooner,  but  have  had 
to  let  the  l^avy  have  her  for  overhauling  vessels  attempting  to  enter 
the  harbor,  and  besides  a  sail  vessel  is  not  suitable  for  our  purposes. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BROWI^, 
Major ^  Second  Artillery^  Colonel  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

U.  S.  Steam-Sloop  Powhatan,  April  28, 1861. 
Col.  Harvey  Brown,  Commanding  Fort  Piclcens,  Fla.: 

Dear  Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  will  give  you  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
our  ^'spy."  He  tore  it  up  and  threw  the  pieces  into  a  spit- box.  I  had 
them  collected  and  put  together.  All  his  movements  are  watched. 
He  wrote  another  yesterday,  which  I  shall  get  hold  of  before  long. 
Please  save  the  inclosed  for  me.  I  shall  probably  be  pulling  about 
the  channel  and  harbor  to-night  or  to-morrow  night.  Will  you  direct 
your  guard-boat  to  keep  clear  of  me?  I  shall  be  in  a  black  double- 
banked  boat,  and  the  enemy  have  none  such.  If  the  guard-boat  gets 
close  to  us,  the  watchword  is  '^  Bragg." 

A  little  pilot-boat  schooner  chartered  by  the  Army  arrived  here  yes- 
terday. She  would  be  a  great  acquisition  to  us  for  certain  purposes, 
while  here  doing  nothing.  I  am  to  act  as  guard-ship  hereafter,  and 
prevent  the  inside  people  from  receiving  munitions  of  war.  The  schooner 
would  be  a  great  assistance  in  enabling  me  to  cut  off  fast  sailing  ves- 
sels. If  you  have  the  authority,  do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  well 
to  keej)  her  here?  I  will  mount  a  rifle  gun  on  her.  Captain  Adams 
has  appointed  the  Wyandotte  to  assist  me,  but  she  draws  fifteen  feet  of 
water,  and  could  not  chase  those  fellows  over  the  shoal  spots,  and  her 
machinery  is  defective.  I  could  do  more  with  the  schooner,  particularly 
wiM)  a  breeze. 

I  am,  very  trul;s'  and  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  J>.  POiiTER, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
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J.  0.  Morris,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  from  Atlanta.  Was  my  note^ received  and 
attended  to?  Please  telegraph  my  friends  thar  I  spend  a  coui^le  of 
days  at  Peusacola  previous  to  my  departure  for  Texas.  I  want  to  see 
a  besieged  fortress  once  in  a  life-time.  Everything  goes  on  finely  here. 
Hope  to  hear  of  surrender  of  Fort"  Sumter  to-day ;  next  Pickens,  and 
then  Washington. 
Very  truly, 

JOE. 

[Inclosui'e  B.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Fickens^  April  26,  1861. 

Capt.  H.  A.  Adams,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Fensacola: 

Captain:  I  received  yesterday  the  lanterns  and  your  order,  for 
which  I  am  much  obliged.  We  are  sadly  deficient  in  8-inch  shell  for 
one  sea-coast  howitzer,  to  act  against  the  navy -yard.  I  am  told  that 
you  have  some.  If  you  have  and  can  spare  a  part  of  them  it  will 
greatly  relieve  me.  I  am  also  told  that  the  Brooklyn  has  an  abun- 
dance of  9-inch  shell  guns,  and  I  would  submit  to  your  consideration 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  naval  battery  near  the  fort  of,  say, 
three  of  those  guns,  to  be  manned  and  fought  exclusively  by  the  Kavy. 
Their  co-operation  in  this  manner  would  be  of  the  most  essential  im- 
portance, and  the  ISTavy  associated  with  the  Army  in  the  defense  of 
this  fort  would  cause  a  generous  emulation  between  the  two  services 
promotive  of  the  best  feeling.  I  am  told  that  a  vessel  is  now  on  her  way 
from  Charleston  to  this  place,  loaded  with  an  Armstrong  gun,  ammuni- 
tion, and  projectiles.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to  us  that  such  a  gun 
should  not  be  used  against  us,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  with  the 
information  we  now  have  of  hostilities  having  actually  commenced, 
you  will  be  warranted  in  detaining  her,  or  any  other  vessel  having 
articles  contraband  of  war,  and  I  would  suggest  whether  your  not  doing 
so  might  not  be  unfavorably  received  at  home.  I  do  not,  under  present 
existing  circumstances,  propose  capturing  the  vessel,  but  only  that  en- 
trance to  this  harbor  should  be  prohibited. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BEOWN, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  C] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Fensacola^  April  2S^  1861. 

Col.  H.  Brown,  Commanding  Department  of  Florida^  Fort  PicJcens  : 

Sir:  I  fully  concur  with  you  in  the  propriety  of  preventing  munitions 
of  war  from  being  carried  into  Pensacola,  a»d  have  given  the  necessary 
orders  to  that  effect.  The  estabhshment  of  a  naval  battery  on  shore 
seems  to  me  at  this  time  almost  impracticable.  Our  men  are  exhausted 
by  hard  work,  which  is  still  accumulating,  and  diminished  by  sickness 
and  detachments.  The  remainder  are  necessary  for  the  care  and  defense 
of  the  ships,  and  for  landing  parties  to  co-operate  with  you.  Officers 
we  have  none.  I  am  hourly  looking  for  the  arrival  of  Flag  Officer  String- 
ham,  to  whom  I  will  refer  your  proposal  immediately.  He  will  have  a 
fresh  crew  and  officers  to  spare.  In  the  mean  time  I  would  suggest  that 
a  place  for  the  battery  be  selected  nnd  prepared  for  the  guns  by  laying- 
platforms,  <&c.     They  are  very  heavy,  and  will  require  solid  foundations. 
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Will  not  the  guns  of  the  Brooklyn  do  quite  as  efScient  service  on  board 
as  they  would  on  shore  to  prevent  in  the  manner  we  discussed  the  other 
day  the  approach  to  the  fort  by  Santa  Kosa?    In  case  of  necessity  she 
can  get  much  nearer  the  beach  than  she  now  is. 
Yery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  ADAMS, 
Captain^  Senior  Officer  Present. 

[Inclosure  D.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcens,  Fla.,  May  2,  1861. 

Maj.  W.  H.  French,  Commanding  Fort  Taylor: 

Major:  Your  communication  of  24th  ultimo,  regarding  affairs  at 
Key  West,  is  received. 

The  colonel  commanding  approves  your  reasons  for  not  cutting  the 
brush  and  undergrowth  on  the  island,  and  you  will,  therefore,  leave  it 
nncut.  The  purchase  of  the  schooner  is  also  approved,  but  the  colonel 
thinks  it  might  have  been  better  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  proper  au- 
thority in  Washington.  Your  proposed  purchase  of  mules  is  approved, 
and  you  will  send  them  here  by  the  first  opportunity.  As  soon  as  pos- 
sible, endeavor  to  learn  certainly  whether  Judge  Marvin  intends  to 
resign,  and  if  he  does,  direct  him  to  report  the  fact  to  Washington  imme- 
diately— by  the  Illinois,  if  possible.  The  colonel  further  directs  that 
you  ascertain  definitely  whether  the  State  courts  acknowledge  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States.  If  they  do,  yon  will  protect  them  fully  in 
the  discharge  of  their  legitimate  duties ;  if  not,  you  will  forbid  and  pre- 
vent their  sessions.  You  will  give  the  new  Federal  appointments  your 
full  support  and  countenance.    . 

In  no  case  must  any  other  flag  than  our  national  one  be  permitted 
to  fly  over  any  public  building,  or  any  body  of  men,  doing  or  organ- 
ized to  do,  anything  belonging  to  the  duties  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Should  the  necessity  arise,  you  will  be  directed  in  your  course  by  the 
letter  of  instructions  to  the  colonel,  and  be  firm  and  decided  in  execut- 
ing your  orders.  You  will  go  to  Mr.  Patterson,  and  having  shown  the 
authority  of  the  colonel,  will  request  him  to  furnish  steamers  in  gov- 
ernment employ  with  coal  in  cases  of  necessity.  The  colonel  will  ad- 
dress him  personally  on  the  subject. 

Yery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Fichens,  Fla.,  May  1,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  W.  H.  French,  Commanding  Fort  Taylor: 

Major  :  The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  if  a  vessel  shall  arrive 
at  Key  West  with  troops  bound  for  ajiorthern  post,  if  the  commander 
does  not  rank  the  colonel  commanding  this  department,  you  direct  him 
to  land  two  companies,  filled  to  the  maximum  organization  from  others 
which  may  be  on  board,  to  form  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  the  fort  or  bar- 
racks, as  you  may  deem  most  advisable,  and,  if  necessary,  to  be  transferred 
to  this  post  for  its  defense.  If  the  officer  in  command  should  be  superior 
in  rank,  you  will  then  show  him  a  copy  of  the  order  of  th6  President, 
giving  the  colonel  commanding  authority  to  call  on  all  officers  of  the 
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Army  and  Navy  for  assistance,  and  in  his  name  call  upon  him  for  the  two 
companies.    You  will  show  tlie  authority  named  to  the  officer,  whether 
he  does  or  does  not  rank  the  colonel  commanding. 
Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Troops  stationed  at  Key  West, 

May  2, 1861. 

Oapt.  T.  A.  M.  Craven,  Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  Crusader: 

Captain:  I  have  it  from  a  reliable  source  that  certain  citizens  of 
Tampa  have  threatened  to  burn  the  steamer  Salvor  and  destroy  the 
property  of  her  owner,  on  the  ground  that  he  took  cattle  to  the  Tortu- 
gas  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  troops.  It  is  absolutely  essential 
to  these  keys  that  the  communications  with  the  mainland  be  uninter- 
rupted, and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  military  demonstration  in  the  localities  liable  to  be  trouble- 
some, giving  those  people  who  are  disposed  to  annoy  an  opportunity  for 
a  little  serious  reflection  upon  the  fact  that  they  receive  no  immunity 
from  this  quarter.  There  are  buildings  at  Fort  Brooke  which  did  be- 
long to  the  Government.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  reverted  to  the 
State  or  to  individuals.  Should  this  be  so,  and  you  should  be  obliged 
to  act  strongly,  sacrificing  them  might  produce  the  desired  effect  with- 
out further  procedure.  Should  you  desire  material  or  additional  men 
they  will  readily  be  furnished  upon  your  requisition. 

I  am,  captahi,  very  respectfullv,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Brevet  Major j  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 


Fort  Taylor,  Fla.,  May  4, 1861. 

J.  P.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  Mayor,  Key  West  City: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  proposed  on  yesterday  to  print  an  address  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  Key  West.  The  address  was  delayed, 
and  I  take  the  opportunity  to  say  to  you,  in  continuation  of  the  con- 
versation had  a  few  days  since,  that  from  circumstances  brought  to  my 
attention  dkect,  and  from  reliable  sources,  it  is  my  opinion  that  there 
Avill  be  a  strong  effort  made  to  distress  the  inhabitants  of  this  key. 
Isolated  and  shut  up  by  the  water  of  the  Gulf,  should  what  I  hear  prove 
correct,  the  distress  would  be  extreme  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  islaiM. 
It  is  in  your  power  to  aid  in  avoiding  this  contingency,  which,  whether 
near  or  remote,  will  be  terrible  when  it  comes.  I  have  served  in  Florida 
during  the  early  wars,  and  remember  the  distress  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Saint  Augustine,  to  whom  the  government  had  to  furnish  subsistence. 
It  is  probable  that  such  may  be  the  case  on  the  key.  The  government 
determining  to  hold  it  will  be  responsible  for  its  loyal  citizens ;  and  should 
the  necessities  referred  to  arise,  it  will  be  necessary  to  discriminate,  and 
those  who  do  not  belong  here  should  be  so  notified. 

It  is  also  essential  that  it  should  be  generally  known  that  the  functions 
of  the  commanding  officer  on  Key  West,  ex  officio,  embrace  during  the 
present  crisis  all  the  military,  including  citizens  desirous  to  bear  arms 
for  the  preservation  of  life  and  property.     It  will  be  necessary  for  rae. 
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in  order  to  combine  them  with  those  of  the  government,  that  a,  muster- 
roll  according  to  the  form  prescribed  should  be  supplied  to  these  head- 
quarters by  any  military  organization  now  existing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Brevet  Major ^  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding . 


Headquarters  Troops  at  Key  West, 

Fort  Taylor,  May  5,  1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army : 

Colonel  :  The  Illinois,  from  Fort  Pickens,  is  in  coaling,  and  knowing 
the  anxiety  of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  insulated  forts,  Taylor 
and  Jefferson,  I  communicate  direct.  This  key  is  in  an  excellent  state 
for  defense.  The  few  suggestions  given  by  me  to  Captain  Meigs  are  all 
that  will  be  required  until  winter.  The  more  men  the  more  disease.  I 
have  used  my  general  authority  to  mount  a  section  of  Light  Company  K, 
and  expect  acclimated  horses  from  the  Havana  in  a  few  days,  cheap  and 
hardy.  With  these  the  island  can  be  patrolled,  vedettes  kept  up,  and 
light  guns  moved  rapidly. 

The  sentiment  on  the  key  is  strictly  selfish.  The  Union  man  to-day 
is  the  disunionist  of  the  morrow.  My  effort  has  been  to  make  it  the 
interest  of  the  citizens  to  be  loyal,  to  encourage  the  Union  men,  and  to 
lift  tip  the  faint-hearted.  The  judiciary  (Federal)  have  had  but  little  to 
act  upon.  I  call  upon  them  officially,  indirectly.  Brought  up  and  resi- 
dent with  the  citizens,  it  might  at  this  time  compromise.  I  have  made 
myself  acquainted  with  the  respectable  inhabitants  under  the  same  rules 
and  formalities  which  exist  elsewhere.  The  effect  has  been  to  open  the 
trial  sooner  than  might  have  been  anticipated.  Everything  which 
should  have  been  for  sale,  after  a  refusal,  when  Captain  Meigs  passed 
by  on  the  Atlantic  I^orth,  is  now  given — coal,  water,  wharfage.  I  am 
opening  propositions  through  Colonel  Patterson,  naval  officer,  to  buy 
out  for  the  Government  at  reduced  rates  water  lines,  &c.  I  have  asked 
from  the  mayor  of  Key  West  lists  of  the  inhabitants,  extra  mouths,  &c., 
which  will  have  to  be  fed  by  the  United  States.  Extraneous  people  will 
have  to  leave.  Now  there  are  not  ten  barrels  of  flour  for  sale  on  the 
island.  Military  organizations  have  been  directed  to  make  to  me  {ex 
officio)  their  rolls.  No  more  troops  are. needed;  water  is  scarce,  not 
doubtful,  and  the  command  is  equal  to  every  occasion.  My  position 
has  required  me  to  take  responsibility.  This  I  never  shrink  from.  I 
have  the  confidence  of  my  officers  and  the  loyalty  of  the  rank  and  file. 
Indorse  my  recommendations,  as  they  are  moderate.  This  place  is  safe. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 
Brevet  Major,  TJ,  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Executive  Mansion,  May  11,  1861. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Sir  :  Lieut.  D.  D.  Porter  was  placed  in  command  of  the  steamer  Pow- 
hatan and  Capt.  Samuel  Mercer  was  detached  therefrom  by  my  special 
order,  and  neither  of  them  is  responsible  for  any  apparent  or  real  irregu- 
larity on  their  part  or  in  connection  with  that  vessel. 
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Hereafter  Captain  Porter  is  relieved  from  that  special  service  and 
placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  from  which  he  will 
receive  instructions  and  to  which  he  will  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PickenSj  Pensacola,  May  13,  18C1. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  Since  my  last  nothing  of  interest  has  occurred,  and  no 
demonstration  of  any  kind  been  made  by  the  enemy.  He  continues 
strengthening  his  batteries,  but  I  cannot  perceive  that  he  has  erected  any 
new  ones.  The  Florida  and  Alabama  Railroad  lias  been  finished,  and 
he  has  received  some  large  guns  and  mortars  ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can  dis- 
cover, he  is  rather  making  defensive  than  offensive  preparations.  My 
command  has  been  unceasingly  employed  in  unloading  ships,  storing 
provisions  and  stores,  and  in  putting  up  works  for  the  protection  of  the 
men  and  guns  in  the  fort,  and  for  bombarding  the  enemy  without.  The 
most  important  would  ere  this  have  been  finished  but  for  the  want  of 
sand  bags,  which  is  so  important  that  I  had  to  send  an  officer  to  Havana 
to  purchase  them  or  gunny-bags.  Major  Tower  states  that  he  made  a 
requisition  for  100,000,  and  sent  it  to  Washington  by  Lieutenant  Gil- 
man  in  March,  and  no  notice  has  yet  been  taken  of  it,  although  two 
steamers  have  since  then  arrived,  by  one  of  which  (the  Philadelphia) 
they  might  have  been  sent. 

Having  understood  that  there  were  three  sea-coast  10-inch  mortars  at 
Tortugas,  I  have  ordered  two  of  them  here.  I  am  also  in  daily  expecta- 
tion of  the  schooner  Perrin,  which  sailed  from  New  York  about  the  17th 
of  April.  When  she  arrives  we  shall  have,  it  is  hoped,  every  article 
necessary  for  offensive  operations,  of  many  of  the  most  essential  of  which 
we  are  now  sadly  deficient. 

Great  abuse  of  the  flag  of  truce  having  in  two  or  three  instances  oc- 
curred, I  wrote  General  Bragg  the  letter  marked  A,  and  sent  it  by  Captain 
Hartsuff,  assistant  adjutant-general.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
his  aid.  Captain  Wood,  accompanied  by  Captain  Stevens,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, came  to  the  wharf,  where  I  met  them.  He  brought  me  a  letter 
from  General  Bragg,  addressed  to  me  commanding  Fort  Pickens.  I 
told  Captain  Wood  that  I  was  by  order  of  my  Government  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  Florida ;  as  such  I  had  addressed  General  Bragg, 
and  that  I  could  receive  no  official  communication  that  did  not  recog- 
nize me  as  such.  He  carried  back  the  letter,  and  I  have  since  heard 
nothing  on  the  subject.  But  no  objectionable  movements  have  since 
taken  ]3lace.  On  the  7th  two  steamers  appeared  off  the  bar.  They 
were  brought  to  by  the  Powhatan  and  Brooklyn,  and  afterwards  per- 
mitted by  Captain  Adams  to  return  to  Mobile.  I  inclose  letters  B,  C, 
and  D  on  this  subject. 

My  sick  list  is  increasing,  attributable,  I  think,  to  hard  labor  in  a  hot 
sun.  None  of  the  cases  are  very  serious.  I  have  lost  two  by  death  and 
two  by  desertion.  I  earnestly  renew  my  application  for  a  fast-sailing 
steamer  or  steam- tug  of  light  draught  of  water.  Two  would  be  better 
than  one.    Their  necessity  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 

Since  my  last  the  mortar  battery  north  of  the  fort  has  been  finished 
and  the  mortars  put  in  it,  and  I  shall  in  a  day  or  two  'have  one  for  four 
8-inch  howitzers  completed  near  the  same  place.    I  propose  also  com- 
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ineucitig  this  week  near  the  sea-beach,  and  to  the  eastof  tljose  batteries 
and  about  six  hundred  yards  from  them,  a  battery  for  thr. ;  iO-inch  col- 
umbiads,  and  afterwards  another  for  the  same  number  of  coiumbiads  in 
a  place  yet  to  be  selected.  These  finished,  the  gnus  and  shells  received, 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  my  command. 

Company  G,  First  Artillery  (the  old  company),  is  so  tainted  with 
scurvy  as  to  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  me,  and  the  disease  increasing 
daily,  I  have  on  the  certificate  and  recommendation  of  the  senior  assistant 
surgeon  ordered  them  to  Fort  Hamilton  {vide  letter  E).  I  have  been 
induced  to  this  by  the  long  and  distinguished  services  of  this  company 
at  this  place,  by  the  report  of  the  surgeon  that  a  Northern  climate  was 
necessary  to  the  recovery  of  their  health,  by  the  conviction  that  they 
would  be  of  but  little  service  to  me,  and  by  the  fact  that  they  can  be 
sent  to  the  North  without  any  expense  to  the  Government.  I  trust  that 
my  action  will  meet  the  api^roval  of  the  General -in-Ghief.  I  have  at- 
tached the  newly -joined  men  to  Company  A,  First  Artillery.  I  have 
directed  Major  French  to  send  me  by  the  first  opportunity  one  of  the 
companies  now  at  Key  West.  I  am  amply  strong  to  hold  this  fort  against 
any  force  the  enemy  can  bring  against  it,  but  not  to  prevent  a  lodgment 
on  the  island  by  a  large  force,  which  they  can  in  one  night  throw  on  it, 
and  I  have  therefore  reluctantly  ordered  a  comx)any  from  Key  West, 
where  I  think  they  are  not  strong  enough  j  but  this  place  is  of  the  most 
pressing  importance  at  present. 

I  have  not  received  any  orders  or  official  communications,  but  see  by 
the  papers  that  affairs  have  materially  changed  since  I  received  my 
instructions  to  act  only  on  the  defensive.  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  the  same  orders  should  govern  me,  or  may  I,  if  occasion 
offer,  take  the  offensive  *? 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BROWN, 
MajoTy  Second  Artillery,  Colonel  Commanding. 

[Inolosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcens,  May  6,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  Commanding  Troops  in  Florida : 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  what  I  conceive  an  abuse 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  flag  of  truce.  This  morning  a  steamer 
came  to  the  wharf  of  this  post  with  a  flag,  in  which,  besides  the  bearer, 
were  a  number  of  officers  of  your  command  and  some  citizens  with  spy- 
glasses, the  professed  object  of  the  flag  being  to  bring  a  private  letter 
from  a  lady  to  a  subaltern  officer  of  my  command. 

A  steamer  a  few  days  since,  also  with  officers  of  your  command  on 
board,  visited  one  of  the  ships  off*  this  post,  and  in  going  and  returning, 
instead  of  keeping  in  a  direct  line,  coasted  along  the  shore  on  both  sides 
as  close  to  this  fort  as  she  with  safety  could. 

These  both  are,  in  my  judgment,  gross  abuses  of  the  flag,  and  I  trust 
you  will  cause  them  to  be  immediately  corrected.  I  observe  and  cause 
to  be  observed  by  my  command  strictly  the  laws  of  war  in  such  cases, 
and  expect  a  like  observance  on  your  part. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosure  B.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PiclcenSj  May  8,  1861. 

Capt.  H.  A.  Adams,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola : , 

Captain  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance 
to  the  defense  of  this  fort  of  excluding  all  steamers  from  the  harbor. 
Their  introduction  would  be  of  essential  injury  to  us  and  benefit  to  the 
enemy,  so  that  every  possible  ijrecaution  should,  I  think,  be  used  to 
prevent  it.  1  think  that  under  no  circumstances  should  a  steamer  or  a 
vessel  loaded  with  forage  or  provisions  or  articles  contraband  of  war  be 
permitted  to  enter.  All  those  articles  are  for  the  consumption  of  the 
army  of  the  enemy,  and  we,  by  permitting  their  introduction,  are  really 
feeding  our  enemies,  and  giving  them  the  means  of  assailing  us.  We 
have  information,  which,  though  not  official,  is  authentic,  that  our 
steamers  have  been  seized  and  appropriated  by  the  enemy;  that  he  has 
issued  letters  of  marque,  and  is  fitting  out  privateers,  and  that  our  officers 
have  been  taken  prisoners,  our  property  stolen,  and  that  one  of  your 
own  officers  is  now  a  prisoner  in  his  hands.  Under  these  circumstances, 
should  not  effective  measures  be  taken  to  stop  all  vessels  1  I  certainly 
think  so.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  passage  at  the  north  of  the 
island  and  the  landing  of  the  Perdido  should  be  strictly  watched,  and 
that  every  possible  exertion  should  be  used  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  supplies  of  any  and  every  kind. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWi^, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  C] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Off  Pensacola,  May  8, 1861. 

Col.  Harvey  Brown,  U.  8.  Army,  Fort  Piclcens  : 

Colonel:  I  have  given  orders  to  the  guard-vessels  to  allow  no  pro- 
visions to  enter  Pensacola  Harbor.  In  the  absence  of  all  instructions 
with  regard  to  the  blockade,  I  do  not  know  how  to  proceed  towards 
foreign  ships,  which  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  nations  are  usually 
allowed  a  certain  time  to  come  and  go  after  the  declaration  of  a  block- 
ade, nor  towards  those  coasting  vessels  which  exhibit  a  license  from  the 
U.  S.  Government.  My  doubts  on  this  subject  prevented  me  from 
making  prizes  of  the  two  steamers  detained  last  night,  which  had  car- 
goes of  provisions  consigned  to  Judah  &  Le  Baron.  I  have  sent  them 
back  to  Mobile.  The  President's  proclamation  of  blockade  is  dated 
Ai)ril  19,  and  it  is  more  than  time  some  specific  directions  about  it 
should  have  reached  me  here.  Should  I  hear  of  any  privateers,  man- 
of-war,  or  letter  of  marque  being  at  sea,  under  the  secession  flag,  I  intend 
to  commence  making  captures  immediately.  But  I  shall  be  greatly 
embarrassed  what  to  do  with  them,  as  I  have  no  officers  to  put  on  board 
and  carry  them  to  a  port  of  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Has 
any  progress  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  a  battery  to  receive  the 
Brooklyn's  9-inch  guns,  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  land  them  ? 
I  am  afraid  the  work  of  discharging  the  Philadelphia  will  go  on  but 
slowly,  as  the  large  boats  of  the  Powhatan  have  been  so  much  injured 
as  to  require  extensive  repairs,  and  those  of  the  Brooklyn  will  be  em- 
ployed for  a  few  days  in  ballasting  the  Supply. 
Yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  ADAMS, 
Captain^  Senior  Officer  Present. 
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[Inclosiire  D.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PlcJcenSj  May  8,  1801. 
Capt.  H.  A.  Adams,  Commanding  N'aval  Forces  off  Pensacola  : 

Captain:  I  wrote  you  this  morning  on  tlie  sabject  of  allowing-  pro- 
visions to  enter  Pensacola  Harbor,  and  am  gratified  that  you  have  so 
far  anticipated  my  wishes.  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  a  decided 
opinion  as  to  the  foreign  vessels,  but  as  the  port  has  not  been  actually 
declared  in  a  state  of  blockade  I  should  suppose  it  to  be  expedient  to  let 
them  pass,  unless  they  actually  have  on  board  articles  contraband  of 
war.  I  am,  however,  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  United  States  ves- 
sel, containing  any  article  which  will  nourish  or  assist  the  enemy, 
should  be  permitted  to  enter,  and  most  certainlj^  no  one,  either  Ameri- 
can or  secession,  from  a  rebel  State.  I  regret  that  you  did  not  feel  it  to 
be  your  duty  to  detain  the  two  steamers,  they  being  in  my  opinion  law- 
ful prizes. 

I  have  done  nothing  in  relation  to  the  batteries  for  the  guns  of  the 
Brooklyn  because  I  distinctly  understood  you  to  say  that  you  could  not 
possibly  spare  any  guns  from  her.  I  may  also  say  that  other  and  more 
pressing  work  would  have  prevented  my  doing  it,  but  that  I  will  have 
an  engineer  detailed  to  lay  out  and  superintend  such  a  work  when- 
ever you  may  wish  to  commence  it,  presuming,  as  I  do,  that  your  officers 
will  wish  the  whole  to  be  a  Kavy  work. 

Is  not  the  unloading  of  the  Philadelphia  and  provisioning  and  sup- 
plying this  work  of  very  paramount  importance  to  ballasting  the  Supply "? 
I  think  that  now,  while  the  seals  smooth  and  the  enemy  quiet,  nothing- 
should  take  the  boats  oft',  and  I  most  respectfully  urge  that  the  ballast- 
ing the  Sui)ply  may  be  deferred  until  after  the  steamer  is  unloaded. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  the  papers. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  May  9,  1861. 
Capt.  George  L.  Hartsuff,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  ; 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  you  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  colonel  in  command  of  the  department  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  men  of  Company  G,  First  Artillery,  stationed  at  this  post. 
Said  company  has  been  for  the  last  three  years  stationed  in  this  vicinity, 
and  for  the  last  four  months  confined  to  the  limits  of  this  post.  During 
the  latter  period  it  has  been  almost  altogether  deprived  of  fruits  and 
vegetables,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  three  years  but  very  scantily 
supplied  therewith.  Whilst  occupying  this  fort  the  men  and  officers  of 
the  company  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity  by  physical  laboi- 
and  incessant  watching  night  and  day  against  attacks  from  the  enemy. 
A  luimber  of  cases  of  scurvy  have  already  appeared  among  the  men,  some 
of  them  of  considerable  severity,  and  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  the 
general  prevalence  of  the  disease  among  them.  The  approach  of  the 
hot  season  will  tend  to  aggravate  the  disease.  The  supplies  of  auti-scor- 
butics  in  the  commissary  stores  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  among  the  men  lately  arrived  from  the  North, 
but  I  do  not  believe  in  their  efficacy  to  relieve  the  cases  which  have 
alreMy  appeared  or  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  new  cases  among  the 
men  of  Company  G,  First  Artillery.     Were  it  in  your  power  to  do  so,  I 
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would  suggest  the  advisability  of  ordering  to  the  I^orth  the  old  soldiers 
of  the  company;  but  if  it  be  not  in  the  limits  of  your  authority  to  do  so, 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  that  portion  of  the  company  which  has 
been  on  duty  here  so  long  be  ordered  to  Key  West,  in  order  that  the 
men  may  avail  themselves  of  the  tropical  fruits  and  vegetables  to  be 
procured  at  that  place,  and  for  the  benefit  otherwise  to  be  derived  from 
change  of  air. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Surgeon, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PieJccnSj  May  14,  1861. 

Lieut.  Ool.  E.  D.  Tov^t^send,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  have  dispatches  from 
Major  French,  commanding  Key  West,  and  among  other  reports  that 
he  has  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at  Key  West.  When  I  was 
there  on  my  way  to  this  place  I  left  in  the  hands  of  Major  French  a  proc- 
lamation, to  be  published  when  a  contingency  requiring  it  should  arise. 
He  considers  that  it  has  done  so.  I  inclose  his  letter  (A)  to  me  and  my 
answer  (B). 

The  Water  Witch,  which  was  dispatched  to  Havana  for  sand  bags, 
has  returned  with  some,  with  which  we  can  finish  our  defenses. 

I  was  misinformed  as  to  there  being  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars  at  Tor- 
tugas.    There  are  noue  there  or  at  Key  West. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HARYEY  BROWK, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Troops  at  Key  West, 

May  8,  1861. 
Capt.  George  L.  Harts ufp, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sdqrs.  Department  Florida: 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  2d  instant  this  10  a.  m.  There  have  been  no  seces- 
sion flags  flying  since  my  peremptory  order  on  the  subject.  The  military 
organization  called  the  '^  Island  Guards"  has  disbanded,  in  consequence 
of  my  directing  the  mayor  to  furnish  me  with  the  muster  roll,  which  he 
did.  The  newspajjer  called  the  "  Key  of  the  Gulf"  I  sux)pressed,  be- 
cause it  was  uttering  treasonable  and  threatening  language  against  the 
judiciary  and  other  United  States  officers.  I  directed  the  mayor  to  in- 
form the  editor  (a  Mr.  Ward)  that  he  was  under  military  surveillance, 
and  that  the  fact  of  his  not  being  in  the  cells  of  this  fort  for  treason  was 
simply  a  matter  as  to  expediency  and  proper  point  of  time.  To  enable 
me  to  meet  such  cases  with  promptitude,  I  published  on  the  6th  instant 
Colonel  Brown's  proclamation  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  At 
this  date  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  follow  it  with  any  restrictions 
upon  the  municipal  authorities  or  the  citizens  of  the  town.  As  cases 
have  arisen  they  were  at  once  met,  and  I  will  continue  this  gradual  en- 
forcement of  the  power  of  the  U.  S.  Government,  thus  allowing  loyal 
citizens  aid  and  support  in  their  duties  and  pursuits. 

I  have  the  gratification  to  know  that  my  course  has  the  approval  of 
the  judicial  officers  here,  and  has  given  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
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Union-loving  citizens,  besides  others  whose  interests  are  compromised 
by  the  acts  of  secessionists. 

There  will  be  no  difficulty  hereafter  in  i^rocurin'g  coal  or  other  ships' 
requirements.    All  will  be  supplied  upon  the  usual  terms. 

The  U.  S.  consul,  Mr.  Shufeldt,  at  Havana  writes  to  me  that  he  has 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  coal,  but  that  none  is  at  present  to  be  had 
there.  Should  any  arrive  later  he  will  purchase  and  ship  it  to  this 
place. 

Judge  Marvin  has  not  resigned.  The  district  attorney,  marshal,  and 
clerk  are  performing  all  duties  which  do  not  require  a  jury.  There  is 
no  grand  jury,  therefore  no  presentments.  In  consequence,  it  has  de- 
volved upon  me  to  use  my  own  judgment  in  the  summary  processes  I 
have  j)reviously  mentioned,  and  afterwards  received  the  approval  and 
support  of  Judge  Marvin  and  Mr.  Boy n ton,  district  attorney. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Craven,  U.  S.  ^avy,  has  put  the  harbor 
under  blockade.     I  inclose  a  copy  of  his  order.* 

No  State  court  has  been  held  here.  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be.  The 
instructions  of  the  colonel  commanding  will  be  strictly  observed. 

The  inclosed  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune  (May  3),*  sent  to 
me  by  the  consul  at  Havana,  shows  that  no  troops  can  be  relied  on  as 
coming  from  Indianola,  Tex.  This  unparalleled  act  of  treachery,  violat- 
ing the  stipulations  made  by  their  own  convention  to  assist  the  troops 
to  evacuate  the  territory,  gives  no  hope  from  that  quarter.  The  ord- 
nance and  stores  required,  I  regret,  are  not  here,  except  a  few  10-inch 
shells.  I  have  directed  one  hundred  with  sabots  and  straps  to  be  sent, 
This  fort  is  daily  growing  in  strength.  The  barbette  guns  on  the  face 
fronting  the  town  are  all  in  position.  I  am  i^roud  to  say  that  the 
officers  and  men  are  in  a  high  state  of  discipline  and  subordination,  and, 
although  another  soldier  might  never  come,  I  doubt  whether  even  a 
lodgment  could  be  made  on  the  island. 

We  have  had  a  fine  rain,  replenishing  the  tanks.  Nearly  three 
months'  water  is  on  hand,  independent  of  the  wells  at  the  head  of  the 
bridge.     The  health  of  the  command  is  very  good. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullj^,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 
Brevet  Major ^  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  B.J 

Headqttarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PicUns,  May  13,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  W.  H.  French,  Commanding  Fort  Taylor^  Key  West: 

Major  :  The  colonel  commanding  entirely  disapproves  your  action  in 
sending  Ordnance  Sergeant  Flynn  away  from  your  post  without  his  au- 
thority. The  fact  that  he  was  not  ordered  to  Washington,  nor  to  any 
other  i3lace  except  your  i30st,  was  proof  in  itself  that  it  was  neither  the 
colonel's  intention  nor  desire  that  he  should  go  anywhere  else,  because 
if  so  the  order  would  have  been  issued  from  these  headquarters.  The 
colonel  considers  that  in  this  case  you  have  not  only  exceeded  the  limits 
of  your  authority,  but  that  you  have  no  excuse  for  so  doing,  as  there 
was  both  time  and  opportunity  for  communicating  with  him.  The 
matter  did  not  demand  immediate  attention  and  no  interest  of  the  serv- 
ice was  in  the  slightest  degree  injured  by  delay. 

The  colonel  commanding  directs  that  hereafter  you  will  in  no  case, 
except  when  the  necessities  of  the  service  can  Jp^  shown  to  be  absolutely 

*Not  ropiil>lisliO(l. 
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imperative,  assume  the  respousibility  of  ordering  men  under  your  com- 
mand out  of  the  department  without  his  authority. 

As  the  colonel  has  only  your  own  letters  and  not  the  replies  nor  the 
special  reasons  for  your  action,  he  cannot  judge  of  the  immediate  neces- 
sity for  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  but  having  the  approval 
of  Judge  Marvin  and  of  the  district  attorney,  it  has  his.  He  desires 
til  at  you  send  here  all  the  papers  in  the  case. 

The  island  being  under  martial  law,  all  its  citizens  must  acknowledge 
allegiance  to  the  Government.  While  the  colonel  wishes  you  to  be  per- 
fectly firm  and  decided  in  upholding  the  laws  and  suppressing  rebellion, 
he  desires  that  it  may  be  done  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  conciliation, 
so  that  if  possible  they  may  be  led  from  error  rather  than  be  driven  into 
it  by  ar^  undue  exercise  of  authority.  If,  however,  any  prove  incorrigi- 
ble and  refuse  fillegiance  to  the  Government,  they  must  be  sent  from  the 
island  immediately,  without  respect  of  persons. 

The  colonel  does  not  approve  of  any  removal  of  troops  to  Tampa  or 
elsewhere  from  Key  West,  nor  will  any  be  made  unless  in  case  of  ex- 
treme urgency.  Key  West  is  of  paramount  importance,  and  must  not 
be  weakened  for  any  contingent  service;  neither  does  he  think  it  at  all 
expedient  for  the  Crusader  to  leave  Key  West  for  any  such  purpose. 
He  intends  to  address  Captain  Adams  on  the  subject. 

The  colonel  is  much  gratified  to  learn  the  falsity  of  the  report  that  a 
secession  flag  was  permitted  to  fly  from  the  court-house.    He  commends 
your  zeal,  and  is  pleased  to  learn  of  the  soundness  of  your  officers. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF,      • 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

OffPensacola,  May  14,  1861. 
Col.  H.  Brown, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida j  Fort  Ficlcens  : 

Colonel:  Yesterday  I  gave  General  Bragg  official  notice  of  the 
blockade  of  Pensacola  Harbor,  in  order  that  the  foreign  ships  lying 
there  might  be  made  fully  aware  of  it.    I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  him  in  reply,  which  I  have  just  received. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  ADAMS, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

[In  closure.] 

Headquarters  Troops  of  Confederate  States, 

Near  Fensacola,  May  14,  1861. 
Capt.  H.  A.  Adams, 

Senior  U.  S.  Naval  Officer,  offFensacola: 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  announcing  to  me  an 
act  of  aggressive  war  on  the  part  of  your  Government  by  the  blockade 
of  this  jjort,  I  accept  as  such,  and  consider  it  a  virtual  acknowledgment 
of  our  national  existence  and  independence. 

You  will  please  to  consider  the  harbor  as  closed  against  all  boats  and 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  I  shall  permit  none  to  enter  except  your 
dispatch-boat  under  a  white  flag. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servnnt, 

BKAXTON  BRAGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  -Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PicJcenSj  May  19,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  To\Y'NS^is'Dj  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  13th  nothing  of  special  interest  has 
occurred.  We  have  continued  to  be  busily  at  work  preparing  for  hostil- 
ities, and,  although  much  retarded  and  delayed  by  thci  want  of  essen- 
tially necessary  articles  which  should  have  been  sent,  we  are  now  very 
nearly  prepared.  Yesterday  the  schooner  J.  K.  Genin  arrived  and  re- 
lieved me  from  great  anxiety,  having  brought  me,  besides  three  colum- 
biads,  a  supply  of  8  and  10  inch  shells  and  of  42-pounder  shot,  of  which 
I  was  very  much  in  want.  Major  Tower  estimated  for  100,000  sand  bags 
in  February  or  March,  and  no  notice  has  been  taken,  that  we  know,  of 
his  requisition,  although  the  safety  of  this  fort  and  the  lives  of  many  of 
the  garrison  depended  on  our  getting  them  or  some  others.  Fortunate- 
ly, we  have  been  able  to  get  partially  supplied  by  our  own  exertions, 
or  this  fort  would  now  be  in  no  condition  to  stand  a  bombardment.  We 
are  now  again  nearly  out.  I  have  finished  the  battery  north  of  the  fort, 
and  have  now  mounted  on  it  and  ready  for  service  four  8-inch  howitzers 
and  two  10-inch  siege  mortars.  The  distance  of  the  battery  from  the 
navy -yard  is  one  and  a  quarter  miles,  so  that  these  guns  will  barely 
reach ;  but  they  are  the  best  I  have,  and  I  think  I  can  throw  shells 
from  both  into  the  yard.  Between  this  battery  and  the  fort  I  am  erect- 
ing another  for  two  10-inch  columbiads.  It  will  be  ready  for  the  guns 
in  four  or  five  days.  The  guns  are  still  on  board  the  schooner,  the  wind 
having  blown  so  high  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  land  them. 

Having  to  detach  two  companies  for  watching  the  approaches  to  tlie 
fort  and  to  prevent  the  enemy  landing,  and  Barry's  company  having 
charge  of  the  new  battery  (which  I  call  Battery  Lincoln),  I  have  not 
force  enough  to  man  the  guns  and  do  the  •necessary  garrison  duty.  I 
have  therefore  asked  a  steamer  of  Captain  Adams  to  go  to  Key  West 
and  bring  Jones'  company  of  artillery  here.  She  leaves  in  the  morning, 
and  carries  this  letter. 

I  respectfully  renew  the  request  and  recommendations  contained  in 
my  former  letters. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWI^, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Colonel  Commanding, 


Union  Defense  Committee, 

New  Yorlc,  May  21, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

Dear  Sir  :  The  chairman  of  our  executive  committee,  Mr.  S.  Draper, 
informs  me  that  he  has  sent  you  this  morning  a  telegram  representing 
the  necessity  of  sending  a  number  of  rifled  cannon  to  Fort  Pickens. 
As  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  having  charge  of  purchases  of  arms 
and  ammunition  for  the  Union  Defense  Committee,  I  beg  leave  to  en- 
dorse fully  Mr.  Draper's  telegram,  and  to  state  that  the  requisite  number 
of  guns,  or  a  portion  of  them,  can  be  procured  here,  and  that  they  should 
be  forwarded  by  the  United  States  transport  to  sail  for  Fort  Pickens  on 
Friday,  the  24th  instant.  Any  directions  you  may  be  pleased  to  give 
on  this  subject  will  be  promptly  attended  to  by  our  committee. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ASTOK,  Jr., 
Chairman  Committee  on  Purchase  of  Arms  and  Ammunition. 
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War  Department, 

Washington^  May  22, 1861. 
J.  J.  ASTOR  : 

Dear  §ir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  21st  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that  this  Depart- 
jnent  can  give  no  such  authority  as  is  therein  asked  for,  and  does  not 
desire  any  cannon  forwarded  to  Fort  Pickens  by  the  Union  Defense 
(.'ommittee.  If  any  are  needed  there  this  Department  will  be  duly  in- 
formed of  it  by  the  officer  in  command,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inform  it, 
and  whose  judgment  and  wishes  on  the  subject  will  be  deemed  sufficient 
to  command  its  prompt  attention  through  the  agency  of  its  own  proper 
officers  assigned  by  law  for  such  purposes.  The  Union  Committee  will, 
therefore,  ijlease  forward  no  ordnance  to  Fort  Pickens. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

SIMOI^  OAMEROIS^, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Department  oe  Florida, 

1^0.  27.  i  Fort  FicUns,  May  22,  1861. 

A  council  of  war  will  meet  at  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer 
at  11^  o'clock  a.  m.  to-day.  The  following  officers  will  compose  the 
council,  viz: 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Ool.  Horace  Brooks,  Second  Artillery. 

Capt.  Rufus  Ingalls,  Quartermaster's  Departuient. 

Oapt.  William  F.  Barry,  Second  Artillery. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  Second  Artillery. 

Oapt.  Harvey  A.  Allen,  Second  Artillery. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Zealous  B.  Tower,*Engineers. 

Oapt.  Henry  F.  Clarke,  Subsistence  Department. 

Capt.  Henry  B.  Clitz,  Third  Infantry. 

First  Lieut.  George  T.  Balch,  Ordnance. 

Capt.  George  L.  Hartsuff,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  record  th< 
proceedings. 


By  order  of  Colonel  Brown  : 


GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Fort  Pickens,  May  26, 1861. 
Col.  H.  Brown,  Confimanding  Department  of  Florida : 

Sir  :  It  is  my  opinion  that  Fort  Pickens  cannot  be  successfully  defended 
against  the  enemy's  forces  now  arrayed  against  us  unless  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  steamships  aid  your  command  to  prevent  any  landing 
upon  Santa  Eosa  Island.  If  the  enemy  once  establish  themselves  on 
this  island  in  the  absence  of  a  powerful  steam  fleet,  they  can  in  a  few 
days  build  batteries  to  prevent  ships  from  approaching  this  end  of  the 
island,  and  rapidly  advance  and  reduce  this  work  by  a  short  siege.  The 
heavy  fire  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of  our  land  fronts  will  prevent  us 
from  making  a  strong  resistance  if  it  does  not  dismount  nearly  all  our 
guns.  Two  curtains  of  our  land  fronts  have  no  guns  upon  them,  and 
the  flank  guns  are  seen  in  reverse.  The  Navy  must  hold  the  island 
until  re-enforcements  arrive,  or  our  nation  must  sufl:'er  another  disgrace 
in  the  loss  of  Fort  Pickens.    Circumstances  have  much  changed  duiing 
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the  past  three  weeks,  the  power  of  the  enemy  being  nearly  doubled  in 
men  and  heavy  guns. 

ZEALOUS  B.  TOWER, 

Brevet  Major ^  Chief  Engineer^  Department  of  Florida. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcens,  May  27,  1861. 

Lieut.  Gol.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  Since  my  last  dispatches  no  hostile  movement  has  been 
made  by  the  rebels,  and  we  have  been  industriously  employed  in  pre- 
paring to  defend  this  fort,  and  have  nearly  completed  the  internal  de- 
fenses, at  least  so  far  as  we  can  do  without  sand  bags.  I  have  also 
completed  and  armed  Batteries  Lincoln  and  Cameron,  the  former  with 
two  10-inch  siege  mortars  and  one  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer,  and  the 
latter  with  two  10-inch  columbiads.  I  am  preparing  beds  for  one  10- 
inch  columbiad  in  the  gorge  of  bastion  D,  and  one  in  the  salient  of  the 
counterscarp  of  bastion  E.  I  have  a  gun  for  the  former,  and  am  daily 
expecting  one  for  the  latter,  a  schooner  having  three  10-inch  columbiads, 
with  projectiles,  &c.,  having  been  spoken  at  Tortugas  bound  here. 
When  she  arrives  I  purpose  erecting  a  battery  of  two  guns  on  the  point 
of  the  island  south  of  the  fort.  I  have  established  a  camp  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  fort,  where  the  two  infantry  companies  are 
encamped,  and  am  cutting  a  military  road  in  the  interior  of  the  island 
some  three  or  four  miles,  to  enable  me,  by  prompt  movements  of  the 
battery  and  other  troops,  to  repel  the  enemy  in  case  he  makes  a  lodg- 
ment on  it. 

The  schooner  J.  l!^.  Genin  will  be  unloaded  probably  to-morrow,  it 
being  very  slow  work  in  an  open  roadstead.  These,  I  believe,  are  all 
my  operations  since  I  last  wrote.  I  see  by  the  Herald  of  the  4th  instant 
that  Captain  Meigs  reports  this  fort  as  being  secure  from  all  possible 
attacks,  and  able  to  resist  any  that  can  be  made  against  it.  If  Captain 
Meigs  has  made  such  a  report  lie  has  reported  what  at  the  time  was  noto- 
riously incorrect,  and  his  report  has  been  very  injurious  by  probably 
preventing  those  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition  which  are  of  vital 
importance,  and  which  would  doubtless  have  been  promptly  sent  had 
our  real  condition  been  correctly  reported,  but  which,  of  course,  would 
not  be  to  a  fort  able  to  resist  any  attack  that  could  bfe  made  on  it.  At 
the  time  Captain  Meigs  left  here  this  fort  was  in  no  condition  for  oft'ense 
or  defense.  Every  gun,  every  front,  and  every  casemate  but  one  was 
unprotected,  and  open  to  the  shot  and  shells  of  the  enemy,  and  their 
defense  must  have  been  at  a  fearful  loss  of  life.  There  were  only  two 
10-inch  columbiads  mounted — the  only  guns  that  can  with  certainty  and 
efficiency  reach  the  enemy — and  there  were  not  shells  enough  either  of 
columbiads,  howitzer,  or  mortar  for  one  half  day's  firing,  nor  have  I  now 
enough  to  last,  even  with  moderate  firing,  more  than  four  days ;  and  the 
only  guns  in  tbe  fort  to  be  depended  on  are  the  columbiads,  though  I 
hope  and  believe  I  can  reach  the  enemy  w'ith  the  32-pounders,  the  how- 
itzers, and  the  mortars. 

I  send  you  a  sketch  [inclosure  I],  by  which  it  will  be  seen  how  we  are 
surrounded,  and  that  most  of  the  batteries  are  beyond  the  ordinary 
range  of  our  guns.  It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  arma- 
ment of  this  fort  was  designed  to  reach  only  to  the  channel.  We,  I 
trust,  now  will  be  able  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  enemy.    We 
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have,  however,  one  vulnerable  point :  If  he  makes  a  lodgment  on  the 
island,  and  is  able  to  approach  the  tort  o]i  that  side,  it  must  inevitably 
fall.  I  have  no  fears  of  his  doing  this  so  long  as  the  ships  remain  to 
prevent  it,  but  they  are  likely  to  be  taken  away,  and  if  they  are  the 
consequences  may  be  calamitous. 

Captain  McKean  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  imme- 
diately  ordered  the  Powhatan  and  Brooklyn  away,  and  proposed  leav- 
ing himself  in  the  Magara.  This  would  leave  this  place  with  only  the 
Sabine,  Huntsville,  and  Water  Witch  to  blockade  the  port  and  protect 
the  island — a  force  inadequate.  I  protested  against  the  measure,  and 
showed  him  my  authority  to  do  so.  He  consented  to  remain  with  the 
Niagara,  but  yesterday  wrote  me  that  he  intended  leaving  immediately 
in  the  Magara.  I  assented  to  it,  provided  he  left  all  the  small  steam- 
ers. He  has  ordered  the  Water  Witch  to  leave  in  the  morning  for 
Havana,  but  has  not  informed  me  as  to  the  Wyandotte,  which  is  now 
absent  at  Key  West.  I  inclose  copies  of  the  letters  between  him  and 
me  on  the  subject  (A  to  D). 

The  force  of  the  rebels  is  said  to  be  now  from  8,000  to  10,000,  so  that 
it  will  easily  be  seen  that  he  has  force  enough  to  occupy  the  island.  If 
the  ships  are  to  be  taken  away  by  every  commander  that  accidentally 
touches  here,  then  a  force  sufficiently  large  to  hold  the^i^sland  should  be 
sent,  but  under  existing  circumstances  I  think  the  ships  preferable. 

On  Wednesday  morning  about  3  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that 
the  dry-dock  was  moving  out.  It  had  been  for  a  long  time  rumored 
that  she  was  being  fitted  out  as  a  water  battery,  with  heav^y  guns.  All 
preparations  were  accordingly  made.  She  accordingly — a  huge  black* 
monster — moved  slowly  towards  Battery  Lincoln  until  within  less  than 
a  mile,  when  she  stopped  broadside  to  this  fort.  At  daybreak  she  was 
seen  in  this  position,  but,  no  hostile  demonstration  from  her  or  elsewhere 
being  made,  we  remained  quiet.  I  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  free 
myself  from  a  false  position — that  of  being  obliged  to  act  only  on  the 
defensive.  I  therefore  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Bragg  (,E),  and  not 
receiving  an  answer,  having  taken  the  opinions  of  the  older  officers  of 
my  command,  I  wrote  him  a  letter  marked  G-.  My  messenger  brought 
back  answers  to  both,  F  and  H,  all  of  which  I  here  inclose.  The  next 
morning  we  discovered  that  she  had  been  sunk,  and  she  so  remains  at 
this  time,  and  is  apparently  unoccupied.  She  lies  within  less  than  a 
mile  of  Batteries  Lincoln  and  Cameron.  General  Bragg  says  her  pres- 
ent position  is  accidental,  and  I  doubt  not  it  is  so.  He  probably  intended 
to  move  the  dock  to  Pensacola  or  some  other  place  where  she  would  be 
safe  in  case  of  bombardment,  but  the  wind  being  strong  from  the  north 
she  either  broke  loose  or  the  tugs  were  unable  to  control  her  movements, 
and  she  was  floating  directly  on  our  batteries  when  she  was  brought  to 
anchor,  and  he  not  knowing  whether  I  would  consider  his  explanation 
as  satisfactory  would  not  hazard  her  loss  and  that  of  the  steamers  which 
would  necessarily  be  employed  in  towing  her  off,  and  therefore  he  sunk 
her. 

I  have  received  no  dispatches  or  instructions  from  Washington  since 
I  left. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWK, 
Major  J  Second  Artillery,  and  Colonel  Commanding, 
27  R  R 
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[Inclosure  A .] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens^  May  25,  1861. 

Capt.  W.  W.  McKean,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola : 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Adams,  commanding 
the  ship  Sabine,  stating  that  the  ship  just  arrived  is  the  Niagara,  Cap- 
tain McKean.  She  has  been  ordered  down  here  to  blockade  Mobile  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  will  require  the  Brooklyn  and  Powha- 
tan, or  perhaps  this  ship,  to  assist  her.  These  vessels  will  sail  this  even- 
ing. I  respectfully  represent  to  you  that  the  taking  away  these  ships 
will  jeopardize  the  safety  of  this  fort.  The  force  of  the  enemy  on  the 
other  side  of  the  harbor  is  represented  to  be  from  8,000  to  10,000.  My 
force  for  duty  is  a  little  less  than  700,  exclusive  of  marines  and  sailors  ; 
so  that  if  the  ships  are  taken  away  I  cannot  prevent  a  landing  of  the 
enemy  on  Santa  Kosa  Island,  their  making  a  permanent  lodgment  here, 
and  subsequent  approaches  on  this  fort.  The  Sabine  might  be  spared 
in  case  of  great  emergency,  but  neither  of  the  steamers  should  be  taken 
away  at  this  time  without  a  more  pressing  urgency  than  that  of  the 
blockading  Mobile  Harbor.  I  therefore  enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
the  removal  at  this  time  of  any  of  the  steamships  from  this  harbor,  the 
safety  and  preservation  of  the  fort  imperiously  demanding  their  continu- 
ance here.  I  inclose  you  the  authority  I  have  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  this  protest,  the  expedition  named  being  the 
preservation  of  this  fort,  and  I  respectfully  call  on  you  in  his  name  to 
assist  me  in  preserving  it,  by  keeping  the  ships  in  their  present  position. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 

Colonel  J  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  B.] 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Frigate  I^iagara, 

Off  Pensacola,  May  26,  1861. 

Col.  Harvey  Brown,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Piclcens,  Pensacola : 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Huntsville  arrived  this  morning.  She  is  a  fine  ves- 
sel, mounting  one  8- inch  gun  on  a  pivot,  and  two  32-pounder  carriage 
guns,  and  has  sufficient  power  to  tow  a  vessel  of  the  largest  size.  I  have 
ordered  the  sloop  St.  Louis  here,  and  she  may  be  looked  for  hourly. 
Do  you  not  think  that  the  Sabine  and  those  vessels  will  be  a  sufficient 
force  to  prevent  a  landing  of  the  rebels  on  the  island  ?  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  will,  and  as  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  port  of  Mobile  should 
be  blockaded  before  the  arms  are  received,  I  am  very  anxious  to  pro- 
ceed to  that  point.  In  the  event  of  a  threatened  attack  the  Mohawk 
could  be  dispatched  for  me,  and  as  the  distance  is  short  I  could  reach 
here  in  a  few  hours.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  bearer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  McKEA:t5r, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy, 
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[In closure  C] 

Headquarters  Department  of -Florida, 

Fort  Pickens^  Mmj  27,  1861. 
Capt.  W.  \V.  McKean,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Pensacola : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant.  Although  the 
two  sail  vessels  you  propose  leaving  will  give  a  very  inadequate  support 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  moving  them,  their  inability  to  lie  close 
to  the  shore,  and  their  projectiles  being  principally  solid  shot,  yet,  ap- 
preciating the  importance  of  blockading  Mobile  and  capturing  the  ves- 
sel, I  will  interpose  no  further  objections  to  the  departure  of  the  Magara 
after  the  arrival  of  the  St.  Louis,  provided  the  Mohawk  is  permitted  to 
continue  to  guard  the  north  pass,  which  I  consider  of  great  importance, 
and  that  the  Wyandotte  and  Water  Witch  continue  here  with  the 
Huntsville  to  enforce  the  blockade  and  protect  the  island. 

I  again  respectfully  request  that  you  will  order  Captain  Porter  imme- 
diately to  return  to  me  the  small  schooner  which  I  lent  him  especially 
to  assist  him  here,  and  which  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  he  took  away 
without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARYEY  BROWN, 

Colonel  J  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  D.] 

P.  S. — "  Since  writing  the  above  your  communication  has  been  handed 
to  me.  I  will  leave  the  Mohawk  and  Huntsville  here,  and  will  in  com- 
pliance with  your  request  direct  Lieutenant  Commanding  Porter  to  order 
the  schooner  immediately  back.  *  The  Powhatan  is  off  Mobile,  but  it  is 
very  important  that  she  should  proceed  to  the  Mississippi  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  it  will  require  three  vessels  to  blockade  that  river.  She 
had  but  one  week^s  water  when  she  left,  and  cannot  obtain  a  supply 
until  she  reaches  the  Mississippi." 

(A  true  copy  of  a  postscript  in  a  letter  from  Captain  McKean  to  me, 
the  letter  being  on  another  subject.) 

HARYEY  BROWN, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  E.  ] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens^  May  22,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  Commanding  Troops  in  Florida  : 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  17th  ultimo  I  announced  my  intention 
of  acting  only  on  the  defensive,  unless  assailed.  Since  then  your  so- 
called  government  has  commenced  an  unholy,  unjust,  and  parricidal  war 
on  our  common  country,  and  you  personally  have  been  almost  constantly 
hostilely  engaged  in  erecting  batteries  against  this  fort,  and  last  night 
in  anchoring  a  floating  battery  within  range  of  and  menacing  my  com- 
mand. You  will  therefoj?e  be  pleased  to  notice  that  I  shall  act  on  the 
offensive  whenever  the  interests  and  honor  of  my  country,  in  my  opin- 
ion, require  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

HARYEY  BROWK, 
Cc^nelj  Comma/nding, 
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[Inclosure  F.] 

Headquarters  Troops  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  May  22,  1861. 
Ool.  Harvey  Brown,  Commanding  U,  S.  Forces,  Fort  Piclcens,  Fla.  : 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  date  announced  your  intention  to 
''act  on  the  offensive  whenever  the  honor  and  interests  of  your  country, 
in  your  judgment,  require  it."  To  any  action  you  may  take  I  shall  re- 
spond with  alacrity.  Having  voluntarily  pledged  yourself ''  to  act  on  the 
defensive,  unless  assailed,"  I  am  no  little  surprised  at  your  complaint 
that  I,  who  acted  under  no  such  pledge,  have  been  "constantly  hostilely 
engaged  in  erecting  batteries  against  your  fort,"  when  you  have  been 
all  the  while,  under  my  daily  observation,  doing  precisely  the  same  thing 
against  my  position.  The  merits  of  the  controversy  between  our  respect- 
ive governments  I  choose  not  to  discuss  with  you.  Impartial  history 
will  decide  that  question  for  us  ;  but  1  must  insist  on  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  your  observing  those  courtesies  of  style  and  language  which 
I  have  a  right  to  expect  from  one  holding  your  high  position,  in  any 
future  communications  addressed  to  these  headquarters. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTON  BRAGG, 
^  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  G.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pichem,  May  22,  1861—2  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  BraGtGt,  Commanding  Troops  in  Florida : 

Sir  :  It  being  impossible  for  me  to  know  the  character  of  the  vessel 
now  under  my  guns,  or  the  object  for  which  she  is  placed  there,  or  of  her 
removal  from  there,  I  can  only  consider  her  as  designed  to  act  in  some 
manner  against  this  fort  or  the  shipping  off  this  harbor.  I  have  there- 
fore to  notify  you  that  any  attempt  to  remove  or  to  occupy  her  will  be 
considered  an  act  of  hostility,  which  I  shall  resist  with  what  means  I 
possess,  unless  I  shall  receive  a  satisfactory  explanation. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BEOWI^, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  H.] 

Headquarters  Troops  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  May  22,  1861. 

Ool.  H.  Brown,  Commanding  U.  S.  Troops,  &g.,  Fort  Picliens: 

Sir  :  Your  second  communication  of  this  date  is  received,  and  I  am 
surprised  at  the  excitement  which  has  been  caused  by  the  accidental 
position  of  the  dry-dock  from  the  navy -yard,  without  troops  or  armament. 
I  cannot  see  how  it  could  be  regarded  in  any  hostile  light,  and  I  had  in- 
tended removing  it  as  soon  as  my  means  and  the  wind  and  tide  would 
allow. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTOK  BRAGG, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  May  29,  1861. 
To  the  Adjutant-General  :  • 

Sir  :  The  Department  proposes  to  send  an  expedition  to  re-enforce 
Santa  Eosa  Island.  Steamers  will  be  immediately  purchased,  and  one 
regiment  of  troops  will  be  taken  with  the  expedition. 

You  will  prepare  for  signature  the  necessary  orders. 

Object  of  the  expedition  will  not  be  known  until  it  reaches  its  desti- 
nation. 

SIAIO]^  CAMERON. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  May  29,  1861. 
Col.  J.  W.  EiPLE  Y,  Chief  of  Ordnance  : 

Sir  :  It  is  reported  that  a  battery  of  Whitworth  guns  and  ammunition 
has  been  received  in  New  York  as  a  gift  to  the  Government.  You  will 
take  immediate  steps  to  cause  these  guns — all  the  rifled  42-pounders 
prepared  for  Fort  Pickens  which  may  be  ready  in  time ;  the  30-pounder 
and  10-pounder  rifles  now  on  Governor's  Island ;  the  ammunition  for  the 
above  5  as  many  10  inch  shells  both  for  sea-coast  mortars  and  for  10-inch 
columbiads,  and  those  carriages  now  mounted  at  Fort  Richmond  (care 
being  taken  to  provide  suitable  pintles  for  the  above,  so  as  to  mount 
them  in  sand  batteries  on  plank  platforms  outside  the  fort)  j  materials 
for  platforms  for  forty  or  fifty  heavy  guns,  including  all  the  above,  and 
thirty  9-inch  Navy  guns;  also  all  ordnance  stores,  materials,  &c.,  here- 
tofore called  for  for  the  use  of  Fort  Pickens — to  be  prepared  for  shipment 
upon  steamers  which  will  be  got  ready  by  the  War  Department  and 
IS  avy  Department  at  the  earliest  moment.  One  hundred  thousand  sand 
bags,  a  complete  set  of  heavy  wheels,  with  slings,  gins,  &c.,  for  hand- 
ling the  guns  on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  ropes,  blocks,  cartridge-bags,  and 
all  the  sea- coast  mortars  ready  at  the  time  the  vessels  sail  from  New 
York  or  Boston,  will  also  be  sent  out. 

It  is  intended  to  keep  the  destination  of  this  expedition  secret ;  there- 
fore order  the  necessary  instructions  by  telegraph,  and  do  not  make 
known  their  object. 

Fort  Pickens  appears  to  be  in  danger  for  want  of  ordnance,  called  for 
long  since.  Where  the  error  lies  the  Department  does  not  propose  to 
inquire.  The  present  duty  is  to  deal  with  the  question  as  it  stands,  and 
to  spare  no  exertion,  no  resources,  of  the  Government  to  put  it,  if  pos- 
sible, out  of  hazard. 

The  names  of  the  vessels  will  be  made  known  to  the  quartermasters, 
New  York,  as  soon  as  engaged.  Some  ordnance  men  should,  if  possible, 
be  detailed  to  accompany  the  expedition.  It  is  proposed  to  put  up  a 
large  number  of  batteries  on  different  points  of  Santa  Rosa  Island  to 
answer  the  formidable  fire  prepared  by  the  rebels,  to  silence  and  destroy 
their  batteries,  if  possible. 

The  War  Department  desires  the  benefit  of  any  suggestions  you  may 
have  to  offer  tending  to  the  most  speedy  sui)ply  of  these  essentials  or 
any  other.  Is  it  certain  that  there  are  enough  42-pounders  and  other 
shot  for  guns  already  in  battery  there  ?  Is  not  more  powder  needed  ? 
If  so,  it  should  be  packed  in  metallic  cases,  water-proof,  and  not  so  full 
as  to  sink  if  thrown  overboard.  The  means  of  lighting  up  the  island  in 
case  of  attack  should  be  provided.  Timber  for  blindages  and  for  bat- 
tery magazines  should  be  provided. 

SIMON  CAMERO]^. 
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War  Department, 

Washington,  May  29,  1861. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Sir  :  For  increasing  the  defenses  on  Santa  Eosa  Island  and  restoring 
the  equilibrium  lost  since  the  late  completion  of  the  Montgomery  and 
Pensacola  Eailroad,  which  has  enabled  the  rebels  to  multiply  their 
batteries  and  arm  them  with  large  guns  and  mortars,-  the  War  Depart- 
ment desires  the  use  of  thirty  IX-inch  guns,  I^avy  pattern,  with  carriages 
and  implements  complete,  and  as  many  shells  as  can  be  supplied  on 
short  notice.  Understanding  that  you  have  at  Portsmouth,  or  can  have 
in  a  few  days,  the  above  number  of  guns,  I  request  you  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  the  shipment  on  board  a  steamer,  to  be  chartered 
and  sent  there  to  receive  them  for  the  War  Department.  It  is  proposed 
to  send  out  not  less  than  ten  large  steamers,  with  a  regiment  of  troops. 
It  is  important  that  these  steamers  should  be  each  armed  with  three  or 
four  guns,  the  heavier  the  better,  and  supplied  with  some  sailors  of  the 
Eegular  Navy  to  work  the  guns,  under  the  direction  of  a  competent 
naval  officer  on  each,  these  sailors  out  there  on  the  fleet  off  Santa  Eosa 
to  be  ready  to  assist  in  landing  or  setting  these  guns  in  battery  on  the 
island  of  Santa  Eosa.  The  steamers  will  be  chartered  or  purchased  as 
transports  by  the  War  Department,  and  their  usual  working  crew  and 
sailing  commander,  if  chartered,  will  be  furnished  by  the  owners  under 
the  charter-party. 

As  late  advices  from  Fort  Pickens  show  that  some  error  has  been 
committed  which  has  left  the  fort  insufficiently  provided  with  ammuni- 
tion and  guns  to  resist  a  bombardment  daily  threatened,  all  this  should 
be  executed  with  the  greatest  speed  and  secrecy.  The  destination  of 
the  vessel  and  the  character  of  her  cargo  should  be  kept  secret  to  all 
but  those  to  whom  it  is  necessary  to  make  them  known,  in  order  to  the 
speedy  preparation  of  the  expedition. 

These  vessels  will  carry,  also,  a  number  of  Army  10-inch  guns  and 
of  Army  shells,  mortars,  &c.,  and  it  is  hoped  a  battery  of  Whitworth 
rifled  guns  and  some  rifled  42-pounders.  Heavy  boats  for  landing  the 
guns  will  be  needed.  If  a  suitable  crew  can  be  furnished  and  carried 
out  by  any  naval  vessel  going  to  Fort  Pickens,  it  will  much  facilitate 
the  landing  of  the  guns  and  carriages.  The  next  best  means  will  be 
probably  to  send  out  paddle-box  boats  of  large  size.  In  this  the  War 
Department  will  depend  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  ISTavy,  which  is 
earnestly  invited  to  secure  the  holding  of  Fort  Pickens,  whose  military 
and  political  importance  just  now  cannot  be  exaggerated. 
Eespectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMOK  OAMEEOK. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  May  30,  1861. 
Col.  M.  0.  Meigs,  Eleventh  Infantry,  Washington  : 

Sir  :  You  have  been  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  organization  and 
dispatch  of  an  expedition  to  sail  from  New  York  and  Portsmouth  under 
sealed  orders. 

You  are  authorized  to  call  upon  the  quartermaster,  commissary,  and 
other  staff  departments  in  New  York  for  such  supplies  not  already 
ordered  as  may  in  your  judgment  be  necessary  for  the  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

You  will  direct  Mr.  Tucker,  transportation  agent,  in  regard  to  the 
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charter  of  the  necessary  steam  vessels,  and  will  consult  and  co-operate 
with  the  Kavy  officers  at  Brooklyn  and  Portsmouth  in  shipping  certain 
naval  supplies  of  guns  and  ammunition. 
Eespectfully, 

SIMON  OAMEEON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Ficlcensj  May  30,  1861. 

Lieut.  Ool.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  Since  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant  the  steamer  Suwannee 
has  arrived  from  Key  West  with  Company  F,  First  Artillery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Closson,  and  by  the  same  vessel  the  Engineer 
Department  received  12,000  gunny-bags,  which  I  think  will  be  as  many 
as  will  be  required. 

I  inclose  you  documents  A  to  C,  by  which  it  will  be  perceived  that 
the  principal  seceders  have  left  Key  West,  and  that,  through  the  wise 
system  of  conciliation  and  firmness  combined,  a  strong  Union  feeling 
now  prevails  on  that  island,  and  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island  will  return  to  their  allegiance.  I  received 
also  assurance  from  the  commanders  of  Forts  Taylor  and  Jefierson  that 
their  respective  posts  are  in  good  fighting  order,  and  entirely  safe  from 
any  force  that  can  be  brought  against  them  by  the  rebels. 

I  have  to  report  that  Paymaster  Albert  J.  Smith  deserted  the  service 
of  the  United  States  from  Key  West  on  the  22d  instant.  He  turned 
over  to  Captain  Hunt,  of  the  Engineers,  about  $2,000  previous  to  his 
desertion.  I  have  advertised  him  as  a  deserter,  and  oftered  a  reward 
for  his  apprehension. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWE^, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

flnclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Troops  at  Key  West, 

May  16,  1861. 

Capt.  G.  L.  Hartsuff, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Bepartment  Florida: 

Captain  :  Since  my  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  the  regular 
time  for  opening  the  session  of  the  district  court  arrived,  viz,  the  second 
Monday  in  May  (13th).  ]S"o  court  has,  however,  been  held.  My  order 
refusing  to  permit  judicial  or  magisterial  functions  to  be  exercised, 
except  by  persons  who  will  swear  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  has 
been  carried  out,  and  for  the  last  three  days  there  has  been  no  court 
for  the  usual  civil  routine  of  a  town.  I  prepared  certain  rules  and 
instructions  to  meet  this  want,  intending  to  have  all  cases  referred  to 
Captain  Brannan,  to  be  appointed  civil  lieutenant-governor  of  the  town, 
but  I  ascertained  that  a  citizen  (Mr.  P.  Jister)  had  been  elected  a 
magistrate  by  the  people  a  year  ago,  and  had  declined  to  serve  when 
Florida  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession.  I  sent  for  him,  but  he  was 
averse  to  serving,  until  1  showed  him  that  it  would  be  obligatory  to  use 
the  martial  code  unless  some  loyal  citizen  would  act.  He  has  concluded 
to  do  so,  and  I  sent  for  the  district  attorney,  who  has  proffered  his  aid 
and  advice. 
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On  Sunday  Judge  McQueen  Mclutosli  arrived,  preparatory  to  the 
opening  of  his  court  under  his  Confederate  States  commission.  He  was 
waited  upon  by  men  of  his  own  party,  who  represented  the  precise  state 
of  affairs  on  the  island  j  that  everything  was  going  on  peaceably  and 
quietly  5  that  his  authority  would  not  be  recognized  by  myself,  and  that 
if  he  attempted  to  exercise  his  office  it  would  unnecessarily  produce 
difficulties  and  excitement. 

On  yesterday  Judge  Mcintosh  called  upon  Judge  Marvin  at  his  office. 
Judge  Marvin  has  informed  me  that  the  result  of  the  interview  was 
perfectly  satisfactory.  Judge  Mcintosh  was  strongly  impressed  with  the 
uselessness  of  attempting  to  assert  the  Confederate  States  sovereignty 
here.  He  was  informed  how  secure  the  persons  and  property  were  on 
this  island,  and  that  the  inhabitants  preferred  to  be  allowed  to  remain 
as  they  were.  Allusion  was  made  to  the  military  officers,  and  the 
manner  of  their  obeying  the  instructions  of  the  Government,  which  had 
given  general  satisfaction.  Judge  Mcintosh  decided  to  return,  and  at 
the  request  of  Judge  Marvin  I  requested  Captain  Craven  to  allow  him 
and  his  friends  to  leave  the  island  without  applying  to  me  for  a  permit 
to  do  so,  there  being  an  order  prohibiting  non-residents  going  or  coming 
without  my  authority,  published  since  the  judge  came. 

Judge  Marvin  in  his  conversation  with  me,  in  the  presence  of  others, 
stated  in  an  impressive  manner  that  he  fully  and  highly  approved  of 
ev^ery  act  I  had  performed  since  taking  the  command,  with  other  mat- 
ters relevant  thereto,  which  it  would  become  some  one  other  than  myself 
to  bring  to  notice. 

On  yesterday  I  issued  an  order  prohibiting  the  collecting  of  taxes, 
levies,  or  assessments,  by  any  one  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Florida. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 

Brevet  Major ^  TJ,  S.  Army. 

Judge  Mcintosh  had  not  intended  coming  here,  but  was  positively 
directed  to  do  so  by  the  government  of  Montgomery. 

It  is  important,  in  order  to  understand  the  change  of  feeling  brought 
about  here,  that  I  should  state  there  has  been  organized  on  the  island 
a  volunteer  company  of  seventy-five  citizens,  who  propose  visiting  the 
fort  on  Saturday  to  report  to  me.  At  their  request  I  gave  them  a  flag 
to  display  on  the  occasion.  Seventy  of  the  white  laborers  and  employ6s 
on  the  fort  have  also  volunteered.  For  these,  arms,  &c.,  will  have  to 
be  procured. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

Headquarters  Troops  at  Key  West, 

May  20,  1861. 
Capt.  Geo.  L.  Hartsuff, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General ,  Headquarters  Department  of  Florida: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  May  13.  Inclosed  is  a  report  made  to  me  by  the  acting 
ordnance  officer,  upon  which  was  based  my  sending  away  from  the  island 
Ordnance  Sergeant  Flynn.  Lieutenant  Closson  also  made  the  report  in- 
dorsed by  him.  Lieutenant  Webber,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  stated  that 
the  ammunition  in  the  magazines  had  been  tampered  with,  and  about 
two  hundred  42-pounder  cartridges  made  unserviceable.  This,  in  con- 
nection with  his  intimacy  with  a  man  named  Crusoe,  a  notoriously  design- 
ing and  dangerous  man  (be  leaves  the  island  to-day),  determined  me  to 
get  rid  of  him,  as  I  did,  or  otherwise  he  would  have  been  hung  on  the 
spot,  should  his  treason  (suspected;  have  developed  itself  by  an  attack. 
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His  example  might  have  spread,  and  there  was  no  way  to  keep  him 
aloof  from  the  men. 

I  inclose  two  numbers  of  the  "Key  of  the  Gulf,"  the  last  published. 
When  the  paper  of  the  27th  April  appeared  I  spoke  to  several  r.especta- 
ble  citizens  to  have  the  paper  suppressed,  and  had  an  assurance  that  it 
would  not  appear  again.  To  my  surprise,  that  of  May  4  came  out,  more 
violent  and  incendiary  than  its  previous  numbers.  There  was  great  ex- 
citement among  the  Union  men,  and  the  rabid  secessionists  were  much 
elated.  After  a  perfect  understanding  with  the  district  attorney,  and 
having  received  Judge  Marvin^s  views,  sent  to  me  verbally  by  Captain 
Craven,  of  the  ^avy,  the  act  of  habeas  corpus  was  suspended,  in  order 
to  arrest  without  molestation  the  parties  suspected  of  uttering  the  trea- 
sonable sentiments,  &c.  The  editor  has  left  the  island.  The  Salvor  to- 
day takes  away  Mr.  Crusoe,  the  late  magistrate  of  the  county,  and  county 
clerk 5  Judge  Douglas  and  family;  Mr.  Asa  Tift  and  his  negroes.  Others 
are  preparing  to  leave,  and  winding  up  their  affairs. 

No  martial  law  has  been  put  in  force  here.  That  code  has  not  had 
to  be  enforced.  The  civil  magistracy  (Union  men)  has  been  installed  and 
supported.  The  habeas  corpus  act  was  simi)ly  suspended  for  prospective 
purposes.  Fortunately,  in  no  instance  has  it  been  necessary  to  make  an 
arrest,  and  as  soon  as  the  Union  men  elect  their  own  mayor  and  council- 
men,  and  the  municipal  affairs  are  arranged  on  the  basis  of  the  para- 
mount sovereignty  of  the  United  States  laws,  the  proclamation  may  be 
withdrawn.  Every  voter  will  be  required  to  swear  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  at  the  polls,  and  every  officer  elected  must  qualify  himself 
in  the  same  manner. 

I  inclose  a  roll  of  Union  citizens,  who  marched  to  the  fort  on  Saturday, 
and  through  Mr.  Maloney,  a  strong  Union  lawyer  of  this  place,  placed 
themselves  under  my  orders.  I  received  them  in  the  usual  manner,  pre- 
sented a  flag,  and  the  inclosed  roll  of  106  of  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens at  Key  West  was  handed  to  me.  It  is  furnished  to  the  colonel  com- 
manding, not  only  because  it  is  a  matter  of  great  pftblic  importance,  but 
as  an  evidence  that  the  authority  and  responsibility  with  which  I  was 
vested  have  not  been  disadvantageously  employed.  About  the  same  time 
a  company  of  citizens,  employes  on  the  works,  seventy-five  strong,  also 
formed  and  reported  themselves,  organized  with  officers,  &c.,  to  receive 
my  orders.  In  the  first  company  are  Judge  Marvin,  Mr.  Boynton,  dis- 
trict attorney,  the  naval  officer,  collector,  &c.  The  latter  has  the  U.  S. 
marshal,  clerk  U.  S.  court,  &c. 

I  also  inclose  a  circular  upon  which  the  citizens  are  about  to  act. 
The  leading  men  are  projecting  a  ticket  with  Judge  Marvin  for  mayor, 
Messrs.  Howe,  Maloney,  Campbell,  and  others  of  the  most  influential  and 
respected  men  for  aldermen. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 
Brevet  Major ^  U,  8.  Army^  Commanding* 

[Inclosure  C] 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Key  West,  believing  that  the  dis- 
tracted condition  of  the  country  demands  that  our  services  should  be 
offered  to  her  in  this  her  hour  of  need,  that  we  may  assist  in  preserving 
the  honor  of  our  flag,  upholding  the  laws,  and  quelling  rebellion,  do 
hereby  agree  to  form  a  volunteer  company,  and  hold  ourselves  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  forces  at  Key  West. 

A.  PATTERSON  et  al 

MAY  16,  1861. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  Fla.,  Mmj  30,  1861. 
Maj.  W.  H.  French,  Commanding,  Key  West,  Fla,: 

Major  :  I  am  directed  by  the  colonel  commanding  to  say  that  he  has 
read  the  papers  you  sent  with  great  pleasure,  and  that  he  is  much  grati- 
fied by  the  loyalty  exhibited  at  Key  West.  Your  course,  marked  by 
prudence  and  ability,  meets  his  decided  approbation.  He  trusts  the 
continuance  of  the  same  forbearance  and  consideration  will  bring  all  the 
inhabitants  to  their  duty. 

Directions  have  been  given  to  Major  Arnold  to  send  you  the  siege 
battery  as  soon  as  possible.  The  colonel  agrees  with  you  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  erect  a  battery  on  the  north  end  of  the  island  at  present. 
If  you  can  put  some  guns  on  the  Suwannee  or  the  Wanderer,  with  a 
sufficient  crew  not  to  endanger  her,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  well  to  do  so 
whenever  either  may  not  be  required  for  other  service. 

The  colonel  only  desires  that  under  no  ccmtingency  shall  Fort  Taylor 
and  Key  West  be  endangered  in  the  slightest  degree  by  detachments. 
The  colonel  directs  that  you  send  either  the  Suwannee  or  the  Wanderer 
to  this  fort  immediately,  loaded  with  lumber,  boards,  and  scantling,  in 
about  equal  proportion.  A  little  wood  might  be  put  on  board. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters,  May  31, 1861. 
Col.  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington: 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  you  to  request  the  governor  of  New 
York  to  designate  a  regiment  of  three  or  two  years'  volunteers  for  a 
distant  service  not  to  be  named.  You  are  confidentially  informed  that 
Fort  Pickens  is  the  destination  of  the  regiment.  It  is  to  be  embarked 
under  your  direction,  with  certain  supplies  to  be  prepared  under  imme- 
diate authority  of  the  War  Department.  You  will  learn  the  probable 
time  of  embarkation,  and  concert  with  the  proper  agents  on  this  subject. 
Your  exertions  will  be  directed  towards  inspecting,  mustering,  and  equip- 
ping the  regiment  prior  to  its  departure,  so  that  it  may  be  provided  with 
whatever  is  necessary  for  its  efficiency  and  comfort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

P.  S. — Please  forward  by  confidential  hands  the  inclosed  letter  to 
Colonel  Brown. 

E.  D.  T. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  31,  1861. 
Bvt.  Col.  H.  Brown,  U,  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pichens : 
Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  a  regiment 
of  volunteers  from  'New  York,  mustered  into  service  for  two  years  unless 
sooner  discharged,  is  ordered  to  re-enforce  Fort  Pickens,  under  your  com- 
mand. This  will  enable  you  to  send  back  the  company  of  infantry  to 
Key  West.  The  general  directs  that  you  detach  Captain  and  Brevet 
Major  Hunt's  comDanv  with  its  battery,  and  order  it  to  return  in  the 
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transports  to  l!^ew  York  Harbor.  A  large  supply  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  provisions  for  1,000  men  for  six  months,  a  cargo  of  ice 
and  quartermaster's  stores  will  also  be  shipped  to  you. 

The  General-in-Ohief  directs  that  you  detach  Captain  Glitz,  Third 
Infantry,  and  order  him  to  rei)ort  at  headquarters  as  major  of  a  new 
regiment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Piclcens,  June  5, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  Since  my  last  letter  I  have  received  three  10-inch  colum- 
biads,  and  about  300  shells  and  300  8-inch  shells,  and  I  hear  that  the 
steamer  South  Carolina  has  some  mortars  for  me,  but  of  what  kind  I 
have  not  learned.  I  have  nothing  special  to  report.  My  defenses  are 
progressing  and  nearly  completed.  The  weather  is  hot,  but  the  troops 
are  comparatively  healthy.  I  want  officers  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased number  of  guns  I  have  mounted,  and  of  batteries  erected.  I 
have  not  enough  to  fight  the  guns.  The  duty  is  very  hard  on  officers 
and  men,  and  the  companies  ought  to  be  at  the  maximum,  whereas 
there  is  not  more  than  an  average  of  two  to  a  company  for  company 
duty,  and  as  the  officers  are  almost  all  expecting  promotion,  some  may 
receive  orders  to  leave.  It  is  therefore  proper  that  I  should  urgently 
press  the  sending  more,  and  that  I  should  state  to  you  that  I  would  not 
consider  myself  at  liberty  in  the  present  state  of  circumstances  of  my 
command  to  permit  an  officer  to  leave,  should  I  receive  orders  to  do  so, 
unless  others  arrived,  or  until  after  you  shall  have  had  time  to  act  on 
this  letter.  I  think  the  safety  of  my  command  might  be  jeopardized  by 
doing  so. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  in  consideration  of  the  reports  and  rumors  afloat 
here,  to  say  that  three  or  four  more  companies  of  regulars  would  be 
highly  desirable,  but  that  a  large  force  of  raw  troops,  whether  volun- 
teers or  regulars,  unless  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  cross  to  the  main 
and  attack  the  enemy,  would  be  worse  than  useless.  With  any  num- 
ber less  than  5,000  of  such  troops  I  could  only  act  defensively,  and  all 
the  energies  of  my  command  would  be  exhausted  in  feeding  them.  Be- 
sides, the  hot  and  sickly  season  is  approaching,  and  Korthern  raw  levies 
in  this  climate  would  not  be  efficient  for  hard  service.  I  think  our  pres- 
ent position  in  a  strategic  view  is  good.  With  800  or  900  men  I  keep 
nearly  or  quite  as  many  thousands  from  operating  elsewhere.  If  the 
enemy  attacks  me  I  can  repel  him,  and  if  it  be  deemed  advisable  for  me 
to  attack  him  I  can  destroy  the  navy -yard  and  do  other  great  injury. 
I  therefore  think  that  true  policy  dictates  an  increase  of  my  command 
of  three  or  four  full  companies  of  regulars  for  the  purpose  of  securely 
holding  the  island  in  case  the  ships,  hj  storms  or  otherwise,  be  driven 
ofl*;  that  it  being  too  late  in  the  season  to  act  offensively,  except  by  this 
fort,  no  irregular  troops  should  be  sent  until  fall,  and  that  more  officers 
be  immediately  sent  me. 

I  would  also  respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  a  more  prompt  and  at- 
tentive action  in  answering  my  requisitions  and  those  of  my  staff,  and 
would  observe  that  sending  sail  vessels  with  stores  of  any  kind  should 
be  discontinued.    Steam  only  can  be  depended  on.    I  renew  my  appli- 
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cation  for  a  fast-sailing  steamer  or  steam-tug  for  an  express  boat  and 
general  service.  I  have  just  learned  that  the  South  Carolina  has  on 
board  three  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars  and  some  600  shells. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWIsr, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  received  no  instructions  whatever  since  I  have  been 
here^  and  am  still  under  orders  to  act  on  the  strictly  defensive. 


Declaration  of  hlocJcade. 

To  all  ivJiom  it  may  concern  : 

I,  Wm.  Mervine,  flag  officer,  commanding  the  U.  S.  naval  forces  com- 
posing the  Gulf  Squadron,  give  notice  that  by  virtue  of  the  power  and 
authority  in  me  vested,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  proclamations  of  his 
Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  promulgated  under  dates 
of  April  19  and  27,  18G1,  respectively,  that  an  effective  blockade  of  the 
port  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  has  been  established,  and  will  be  rigidly  enforced 
and  maintained  against  all  vessels  (public  armed  vessels  of  foreign 
powers  alone  excepted)  which  shall  attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from 
said  port  of  Key  West,  Fla. 

WM.  MERYINE, 
Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  BlocTcading  Squadron, 

Given  at  Key  West,  June  8,  1861,  U.  S.  Flag-ship  Mississippi. 


F.  S.  FLAa-Snip  Mississippi, 

Key  West,  June  11,  1861. 

The  declaration  of  blockade  of  this  port  made  by  me  on  the  8th  instant 
is  so  far  relaxed  in  its  terms  as  to  allow  legitimate  trading  between  this 
port  and  the  ports  of  the  loyal  States.  Trading  between  Key  West, 
the  island  of  Cuba,  and  any  of  the  West  India  islands,  so  long  as  it  is 
confined  to  lawful  objects  of  commerce,  may  be  carried  on  under  such 
restrictions  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  naval  commander  stationed  off 
this  port. 

WM.  MERYINE, 
Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Gulf  BlocMding  Squadron, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Fickens,  June  12,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  _D.  C, : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Star  of  the 
South,  the  South  Carolina,  and  the  Massachusetts  have  arrived,  bringing 
guns,  howitzers,  ammunition,  hay,  oats,  and  twenty  mules  and  carts, 
with  other  stores.  I  have  now,  of  10-inch  columbiads,  five  mounted  on 
the  five  bastions  of  the  fort,  one  in  the  salient  of  the  counterscarp  oppo- 
site bastion  E,  and  two  at  Battery  Cameron.  Of  10-ineh  sea-coast 
mortars,  two  mounted  at  Battery  Lincoln,  and  I  expect  in  a  week  to  have 
in  addition  two  10-inch  columbiads  and  two  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars  in 
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Battery  Scott  (at  the  southwest  point  of  the  island,  opposite  Fort  McEee) 
and  one  sea-coast  mortar  in  the  fort. 

If  the  rifled  guns  which  we  hear  unofficially  are  on  the  way  here  come, 
I  shall  put  two  of  them  in  Battery  Lincoln,  in  place  of  two  of  the  8  inch 
sea-coast  howitzers,  and  the  remainder  in  the  fort.  I  shall  very  soon 
after  this  be  entirely  ready  to  act,  either  defensively  or  offensively.  I 
would  remark  that  the  10  inch  columbiads,  the  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars, 
and  the  rifled  guns  are  the  only  ones  on  which  any  dependence  can  be 
placed,  the  ranges  of  the  others  being  too  short,  unless  with  high  charges, 
to  reach  the  enemy  with  any  effect.  I  have  some  and  but  little  hopes  that 
the  8  inch  howitzers  may  roach  with  efficiency.  I  have  two  42-pounders 
and  plenty  of  32-pounders,  but  I  have  no  confidence  in  them. 

My  advices  from  Key  West  and  Tortugas  are  satisfactory.  I  consider 
Key  West  as  loyal,  and  that  no  future  danger  need  be  apprehended  of 
her  disloyalty. 

I  inclose  you  a  letter  of  Major  French  (A).  I  have  approved  of  his 
seizing  and  armiug  the  steamer  in  question,  should  she  visit  Key  West. 
I  have  also  authorized  him  to  muster  a  company  into  service  for  the 
purpose  of  scanning  the  coast  between  Key  West  and  this  place  and 
keeping  my  line  of  operations  clear,  provided  he  can  depend  on  them, 
and  that  their  being  mustered  into  service  is  approved  at  Washington. 

I  have  been  so  much  engaged  in  preparing  this  post  for  a  bombard- 
ment as  to  have  little  time  to  attend  to  other  matters  that  require  my 
personal  attention,  but  which  the  present  state  of  aff'airs  renders  impos- 
sible for  me  to  give.  The  rebels  are  still  at  work  strengthening  and 
increasing  their  batteries  and  mounting  heavy  guns  on  them.  My  com- 
mand continues  comparatively  healthy,  there  being  no  serious  cases  of 
disease,  and  the  number  diminishing. 

I  again  respectfully  allude  to  the  facts  that  I  am  under  orders  to  act 
only  on  the  defensive  unless  attacked,  and  that  I  have  received  no  orders 
of  any  kind  since  I  have  been  at  this  post  and  in  command  of  this 
department.  It  may  be  proi)er  for  me  also  to  say  that  the  relations  of 
the  rebels  to  our  country  having  been  so  changed  since  the  date  of  my 
orders,  by  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  and  by  their  declarations 
and  acts  of  war,  that  I  do  not  feel  under  any  obligations  to  confine  my- 
self to  defensive  measures,  should  I,  when  ready,  deem  it  to  the  advan- 
tage or  honor  of  the  United  States  for  me  to  act  offensively,  believing 
that  such  will  be  the  wishes  of  the  Government, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

HAKYEY  BROWK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Troops  at  Kjby  West, 

Ju7ie  5,  1861. 
Capt.  Geo.  L.  Hartsuff,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida,  Fort  Pickens  : 

Captain  :  The  most  direct  information  has  reached  me  by  a  gentle- 
man of  undoubted  character  and  a  strong  Unionist,  that  he  had  a  con- 
versation with  Captain  Hartstene,  of  the  S.  C.  i!»ravy,  who  was  at  Tampa 
on  a  visit  within  this  last  week  examining  the  harbor  and  steamers  there. 
He  tried  to  negotiate  for  the  Salvor,  but  came  to  no  conclusion.  This 
steamer  is  better  than  any  of  the  small  class  wlmjh  have  lately  come 
from  the  North. 
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Further,  Saint  Mark's  is  being  fortified,  and  an  aggressive  preparation 
is  going  on  upon  the  west  coast  of  Florida  to  act  upon  the  right  flank 
of  the  line  of  communications  between  this  base  and  Fort  Pickens. 

The  Salvor  is  now  at  Havana.  On  her  return  I  will  seize  her.  Her 
owner  will  not  sell.  Captain  Craven  1  will  request  to  put  a  crew  in. 
Soldiers  and  guns  will  be  provided  by  myself,  and  she  will  be  convoy 
and  a  tow  boat  at  the  same  time. 

Captain  Harts  ten  e  also  said  that  Bragg  had  no  idea  of  attacking 
Pickens,  but  was  diverting  the  U.  S.  troops.  The  weight  to  be  attached 
to  this  you  have  better  opportunity  of  judging  than  myself. 

This  note  is  written  just  as  the  mail  closes,  and  the  few  facts  presented 
are  worthy  of  consideration. 

I  have  no  fear  about  this  island,  and  am  constantly  on  the  alert.  For 
an  expedition  1  can  raise  fifty  men  (citizens),  whose  desperate  character 
and  remembrance  of  wrong  would  bear  hard  upon  any  point  of  the  coast 
or  the  mainland.  I  believe  this  demonstration  was  anticipated  by  me 
in  a  former  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  FEEIS^CH, 
Brevet  Major ^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens,  June  14,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Tow'nsb'NI)^  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel':  1  have  been  kept  in  such  entire  ignorance  ^s  to  the  future 
designs  and  intentions  of  the  Government  respecting  operations  here, 
and  whether  any  further  are  designed  than  the  mere  holding  of  this 
fort,  that  I  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  give  any  views  on  any  subject 
apart  from  those  relating  to  the  fort.  There  is,  however,  one  of  so  much 
importance  in  my  estimation  as  to  warrant  my  respectfully  submitting 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government.  The  weather  is  now  intensely 
hot,  and  will  probably  soon  be  to  men  of  Northern  constitutions  exposed 
to  the  miasma  of  the  swamps  very  unhealthy.  I  would  not,  therefore, 
throw  any  large  body  of  troops  here  until  after  the  September  gales  are 
over.  If  then  it  is  intended  to  operate  offensively,  and  to  repossess  our- 
selves of  the  fort  and  navy-yard,  the  preoccupancy  of  the  harbor  is 
almost  indispensably  necessary. 

The  rebel  batteries  are  so  numerous,  so  strong,  and  so  advantageously 
situated  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  preclude  the  entrance  of  large  ships,  except 
at  an  immense  cost  of  life  and  property,  and  there  is,  too,  a  strong 
probability  that  vessels  to  obstruct  the  channel  are  sunk  between  this 
fort  and  McEee,  and  the  dry-dock  also  lies  across  the  channel  between 
here  and  the  navy -yard.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  it  as  a  serious 
obstacle,  the  water  being  deep  on  both  sides  of  it.  Their  entrance  in 
the  harbor  being,  as  I  conceive,  out  of  the  question,  I  would  as  a  sub- 
stitute use  steam  gunboats  of  light  draught  of  water-^say  of  four  and 
a  half  feet — each  carrying  two  or  three  rifled  guns,  and  strongly  armed. 
There  are  two  ways  by  which  boats  of  this  character  may  be  introduced 
into  the  harbor :  1st,  through  the  main  entrance,  by  hugging  closely  the 
island  shore,  and  taking  a  dark  and  cloudy  night  for  the  purpose;  and 
2d,  and  perhaps  preferably,  through  the  channel  at  the  east  end  of  the 
island.  This  is  long  and  somewhat  intricate,  but  I  am  told  that  six  feet 
of  water  can  be  carried  through  it,  and  that  nmny  of  our  Navy  officers 
are  ao'quaintetl  with  it.    That  such  boats  as  I  propme  can  be  cairrifed 
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througli  is  certain,  for  a  large  steamer  was  a  few  weeks  since  carried 
through  it,  and  is  now  busilj^  Paying  between  Pensacola  and  the  navy- 
yard.  By  reference  to  the  map  it  Avill  be  seen  that  these  vessels  can 
lie  in  safety  beyond  the  range  of  any  guns  the  rebels  can  bring  against 
them,  sui)posing  him  to  have  a  battery,  which  is  doubtful,  at  Deer 
Point,  but  which  if  he  has  can  be  easily  taken.  It  will  also  be  seen  that 
such  an  ancliorage  is  opposite  the  narrowest  part  of  the  island,  where 
the  boats  would  be  under  the  protection  in  some  measure  of  the  ships 
outside,  and  where  the  boats  of  ships  can  be  easily  hauled  over  and 
used  in  connection  with  the  gunboats.  The  rebels  have  no  floating 
force  of  consequence  in  the  harbor.  These  vessels  can  therefore  entirely 
command  it  and  its  tributaries,  and  entirely  cut  off  the  supplies  by  water 
of  the  rebel  troops.  By  landing  a  sufficient  force  somewhere  between 
this  and  the  Perdido  their  position  can  be  entirely  invested.  Six  or 
eight  l)oats  would,  I  think,  be  sufficient,  but  they  shouM  be  prepared 
so  as  to  be  ready  and  here  in  October,  and  the  most  profound  secrecy 
as  to  their  destination  be  observed ;  otherwise  the  enemy  would  destroy 
the  eastern  i)assage.  • 

I  make  these  suggestions  rather  to  invite  attention  to  the  subject  than 
as  being  well-digested  views.  There  are  many  Army  and  Ii's^avy  officers 
acquainted  with  the  harbor  who  can  give  reliable  and  valuable  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  in  connection  with  this  subject  for  me  to  say  that 
I  consider  Fort  McRee  as  assailable,  and  that  with  five  hundred  good 
troops  more  than  I  now  have,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Navy,  I 
am  confident  I  could  in  a  very  few  days  reduce  it. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 
Brevet  Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  PicJcenSj  June  22,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  WdsMngton,  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  Since  my  last  disi^atch  I  have  received  seven  42-pounder 
rifled  guns,  one  of  smaller  caliber,  and  two  6-pounder  rifled  field  guns, 
with  a  reasonable  though  insufficient  supply  of  ammunition.  We  are 
now  mounting  some  of  these  guns ;  have  mounted  two  more  sea-coast 
10-inch  mortars,  and  will  in  two  or  three  days  be  ready  to  mount  two 
more  10-inch  columbiads  and  two  of  these  rifled  guns  that  I  propose  put- 
ting in  batteries.  After  landing  some  powder  now  here  and  mounting 
the  rest  of  these  guns,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  defend  this  fort  or  to  act 
offensively. 

A  negro  deserter  came  to  me  a  few  days  since  who  has  been  for  several 
years  employed  by  his  master  as  a  pilot  of  this  harbor.  He  says  that 
the  rebels  sank  a  dredging  boat  and  a  brig  in  the  channel ;  that  the  for- 
mer floated  ashore  and  the  latter  is  supposed  to  have  gone  to  pieces, 
and  that  the  dry-dock  does  not  at  all  obstruct  the  channel,  being  sunk 
some  twenty  yards  from  it;  that  the  rebels  are  building  a  large  floating 
battery  of  very  heavy  timber,  having.prepared  it  at  Pensacola  and  brought 
it  down  in  pieces  to  the  navy-yard,  where  it  is  now  being  put  together ; 
that  the  small-pox  is  raging  among  the  rebel  troops,  and  that  great  sick- 
ness prevails,  three  or  four  dying  daily;  that  the  rebels  have  a  large 
hospital  in  Pensacola ;  that  there  is  a  detachment  of  troops,  but  no  bat- 
tery, at  Deer  Point }  that  they  have  been  constantly  engaged  for  some 
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weeks  in  removiDg  articles  from  the  navy-yard  to  Pensacola,  from  whence 
they  were  sent  away  by  railroad,  and  that  the  batteries  at  and  near 
the  yard  are  very  numerous  and  have  large  guns  in  them.  The  man  is 
intelligent  and  has  given  me  considerable  information,  which,  of  course, 
I  receive  with  large  qualification. 

I  again  respectfully  repeat  what  I  said  in  one  of  my  earliest  letters, 
that  the  commanding  officer  of  this  fort  should  have  secret-service  money, 
to  be  expended  at  his  discretion. 

My  sick-list  is  heavy  and  increasing,  having  this  morning  up^'ards  of 
ninety  on  it — none  serious — arising  from  hard  work  in  the  sun  and  in 
the  water,  sleeping  in  damp  casemates,  and  drinking  impure  water. 
We  have  been  nearly  six  weeks  without  rain,  and  with  only  two  light 
storms  since.  One  of  the  cisterns  leaked  and  we  lost  the  water,  and  that 
of  the  other  has  to  be  used  with  great  economy  and  only  for  drinking, 
water  for  cooking  purposes  being  obtained  by  sinking  wells.  I  am  hav- 
ing a  temporary  hospital  built  about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  near  the  beach. 
When  finished  the  sick  will  have  a  better  chance  than  they  now  have  of 
recovery.  I  have  lost  but  three  by  death,  one  of  which  by  an  accident. 
I  shall  not  send  the  negroes  back,  as  I  will  never  be  voluntarily  instru- 
mental in  returning  a  poor  wretch  to  slavery,  but  will  hold  them  subject 
to  orders. 

I  am  very  much  in  want  of  a  powerful  spy-glass  or  telescope.    We  have 
plenty  of  ordinary  ones,  but  with  one  of  great  power  we  could  constantly* 
possess  ourselves  of  the  most  valuable  information  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  ^EOWI^, 

Colonel  J  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  FicJcenSj  June  24,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D,  C: 

Colonel  :  I  respectfully  report  to  you  that  the  steamer  Illinois  ar- 
rived here  on  the  23d  instant  with  twenty-eight  Dahlgren  9-inch  guns 
and  implements  and  some  ammunition  for  same.  This  is  her  whole 
cargo,  and  not  one  article  on  board  her  is  wanted  or  can  advantageously 
be  used  here.  I  shall  not  therefore  touch  her  cargo,  but,  having  em- 
barked Hunt's  battery  on  board,  shall  send  her  to  Tortugas  to  be  un- 
loaded there.  Permit  me  respectfully  to  suggest  that  the  good  of  the 
service  will  be  advanced  by  only  sending  us  those  articles  for  which  we 
make  requisitions  and  which  we  want,  and  not  multitudes  of  articles 
which  only  encumber  us.  These  Dahlgren  guns  are  not  fitted  for  our 
service,  and  their  shells  are  fused  in  such  a  manner  that  only  one-third 
of  those  sent  can  be  used  at  all,  and  these  are  of  too  short  range ;  so 
that  were  I  to  land  these  guns,  I  should  have  only  700  shell.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  their  being  sent  under  an  impression  of  doing  us  good  service, 
whereas  we  are  only  embarrassed  by  these  kind  intentions,  which  are  very 
expensive  to  the  Government.  I  have  ordered  Hunt's  battery  to  em- 
bark on  board  the  Illinois.  Barry's  will  in  about  ten  days  on  board  the 
Vanderbilt. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEYEY  BEOWI^, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
28  rr 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens^  Fla.j  June  26, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  I) .  C: 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  7th 
instant  ordering  me  to  send  Barry's  and  Hunt^s  companies  to  Kew  York, 
and  informing  me  that  a  regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers  had  been 
ordered  to  re-enforce  Fort  Pickens.  When,  in  the  face  of  repeated 
applications  and  urgent  entreaties  for  more  regular  officers,  and  of  strong 
representations,  repeatedly  urged,  of  the  necessity  of  more  regular  com- 
panies, and  of  my  declaration  that  at  this  time  volunteers  would  very 
much  embarrass  me,  and  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  none  would  be 
sent,  nine  of  my  officers,  one-third  my  whole  number,  and  two  artillery 
companies  are  taken  from  me,  and  a  regiment  of  undrilled  New  York 
City  Volunteers,  entirely  undisciplined,  are  sent  me,  I  can  only  attribute 
it  to  a  want  of  confidence  in  my  judgment,  or  of  disbelief  in,  and  dis- 
regard to,  my  urgent  and  repeated  representations  of  the  wants  and 
necessities  of  this  fort. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  General-in-Chief 
the  accompanying  table  A,  showing  that  I  am  left  with  thirty-one  offi- 
cers and  two  hundred  and  ninety  enlisted  men  less  than  are  necessary 
for  a  vigorous  defense  during  such  a  bombardment  as  we  shall  probably 
have. 

I  desire  earnestly  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  to  put  self  aside,  and 
to  act  only  for  what  I  consider  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
I  cannot,  under  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  being  in  the  face  of  an 
enemy  six  or  eight  times  superior  to  me  in  number,  with  batteries  and 
forts  quadrupling  mine,  ask  to  be  relieved,  but,  as  there  will  probably 
be  a  large  force  ordered  here  in  the  fall,  if  not  sooner,  1  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  an  officer  having  more  rank,  and  in  whom  the  general 
will  place  more  confidence,  be  sent  to  command  this  department.  My 
ambition  will  be  fully  satisfied  with  the  consciousness  of  having  faith- 
fully performed  an  important  duty  in  re-enforcing  and  holding  this  fort, 
and  in  putting  it  in  a  condition  to  defy  the  whole  congregated  nation  of 
rebels. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Several  officers  have,  I  perceive,  been  promoted  to  companies 
here.  Not  one  has  joined,  although  there  have  been  two  or  three  appoint- 
ments. 

H.  B. 

[Inclosure.] 

A. — Tahle  of  armament  of  Fort  Pickens  and  its  batteries,  the  number  of  officers  and  enlisted 
men  required  to  perform  its  duties,  and  the  number  for  duty  at  the  post. 


Guns. 


Officers. 


Enlisted  men. 


Fort  Pickens. 

Five  10-inch  columbiads 

Two  42-pounder  guns,  smooth-bore  . 

Seven  42-pounder,  rifled    

Four  32-pounder  guns,  smooth 

Two  8-inch  howitzers 


Maximum. 


25 


Battery  Scott. 

Two  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars 

Two  10-inch  columbiads 

One  42-pounder  rifled  gun 


Minimum. 


15 


Three  reliefs. 

105 
42 

141 
84 
42 


30 
48 
26 


Chap.  IV.l  COKRESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  435 

A. — TaMe  of  armament  of  Fort  Pickens  and  its  latteries,  ^c. — Continued. 


Guns. 


Battery  Cameron. 
Two  10-incli  columbiads 


Battery  Lincoln. 

Four  8-iiicli  howitzers 

Two  10-incli  sea-coast  mortars 

One  42-pounder  rifled  gun 


Glacis  of  Bastion  E. 
One  10-inch  columbiad 


Required  to  man  and  supply  the  guns 

General  staff 

Post  staff 

Medical  staff 

Engineers,  sappers  and  miners 

Ordnance 

Guards,  orderlies,  teamsters,  &c 


Officers. 


Enlisted  men. 


Maximum. 
2 


44 
4 
2 
3 
5 
2 


Grand  total 


At  the  post. — officers,  field  and  staff 

Officers  and  enlisted  men  for  duty,  with  guns  and  post. 


Deficiency . 


Minimum/. 
1 


26 
4 
2 
3 
5 
2 


Three  reliefs. 
48 


96 
20 
24 


30 


735 
8 
6 
12 
50 
40 
30 


60 

42 

881 

10 

16 
13 

13 

591 

29 

29 

591 

290 


Headquart:ers  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  FiclcenSy  July  3,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

Colonel  :  l^othiiig  of  interest  lias  occurred  at  this  post  since  my  last 
letter.  Battery  Lincoln  is  finished  and  armed.  Battery  Scott  has  its 
last  10-inch  columbiad  now  mounting,  and  the  42-pounder  rifled  gun  will 
be  mounted  the  forepart  of  next  week.  There  are  four  rifled  guns  and 
three  mortars  now  here  on  board  the  Vanderbilt.  I  shall  land  them  as 
soon  as  possible  and  mount  them  as  soon  as  landed. 

Not  having  officers  and  men  enough  to  man  the  guns  I  have  mounted, 
and  being  about  to  increase  the  number,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  to 
bring  one  of  the  artillery  companies  from  Tortugas  here.  I  accordingly 
sent  two  companies  of  volunteers  to  that  post,  and  ordered  one  of  the 
companies  now  there  to  this.  They  may  be  expected  in  about  a  week, 
by  which  time  I  hope  to  have  the  guns  and  ammunition  landed,  and 
will  be  in  a  suitable  state  for  either  offensive  or  defensive  operations. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWI!^, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Fickens,  July  10,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  :  Although  aware  of  the  unpleasantness  of  the  subject,  and 
of  the  multiplicity  ot  the  cares  pressing  on  the  General-in-Chief,  I  am 
compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  again  solicit  his  attention  to  the  entire 
insufficiency  of  the  gairison  of  this  fort  for  its  efiBcient  defense.  It  may 
seem  strange  that  a  post  successfully  preserved  by  seventy-five  men 
when  almost  without  armament  or  protection,  should  not  have  enough 
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when  well  protected  and  garrisoned  by  some  six  hundred  and  with 
ample  armament,  and  yet  such  is  emphatically  the  fact.  The  preserva- 
tion of  this  fort  from  the  day  of  its  occupancy  until  the  night  of  its 
re-enforcement  by  the  troops  of  my  command  is  solely  attributable  to 
the  timidity — I  may  say  cowardice— of  the  rebels,  and  in  saying  so  I 
would  not  derogate  the  slightest  from  the  merits  of  my  predecessors, 
who  nobly  held  it  under  peculiar  difficulties,  for  if  vigorously  attacked 
by  one-half  his  forces  at  any  time  it  would  inevitably  have  fallen,  its 
successful  defense  being  impossible. 

I  would  most  respectfully  urge  that  while  raw  recruits  and  volun- 
teers may  be  useful  in  the  field  and  as  infantry,  they  are  useless  except 
for  guards  and  fatigue  duty  in  a  fort,  and  that  an  artillery  soldier  can- 
not be  improvised  in  a  day,  but  that  time  and  tuition  are  necessary  to 
make  him,  and  that  therefore  the  l^ew  York  Volunteers  are  not  of  the 
slightest  use  in  manning  the  guns  of  and  defending  this  fort.  I  then 
again  repeat  that  the  number  of  officers  and  men  is  entirely  insufficient 
to  man  the  guns  of  this  fort  and  the  batteries,  should  they  be  bombarded ; 
that  twenty  more  officers  and  four  more  companies  are  required,  and  I 
respectfully  urge  that  if  no  more  companies  be  sent,  at  least  that  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  companies  now  here  may  be  ordered  to  join, 
there  being  but  thirteen  present — exactly  one-half  the  whole. 

I  hope  the  General-in-Ohief,  if  he  thinks  me  to  be  pertinacious,  will 
attribute  my  solicitude  to  a  deep  conviction  of  its  paramount  import- 
ance, founded  on  an  intimate  personal  knowledge  and  experience  of 
the  subject.    I  have  felt  great  doubt  and  anxiety  as  to  the  course  I 
should  pursue  here  in  the  absence  of  any  other  than  instructions  to  act 
on  the  defensive.    I  have  at  the  hazard  of  imputed  timidity  resolutely 
resisted  every  attempt  to  bring  on  a  collision,  and  done  everything  in 
my  power  consistently  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  my  country,  to 
avoid  a  rupture,  being  determined  not  to  fight  until  I  was  ready ;  and 
although  personally  fame  or  notoriety  at  least  would  have  resulted,  I 
have  never  until  within  a  very  few  days — indeed,  I  am  not  now — been 
in  a  condition  to  warrant  an  attack,  having  never  had  the  means  of 
fighting  for  more  than  two  days  at  ten  hours  a  day ;  and  although 
not  now  fully  prepared,  I  shall,  when  the  Yanderbilt  and  State   of 
Georgia  are  unloaded,  have  shot  and  shells  for  some  four  days'  bom- 
bardment, and  may  be  considered  as  ready.    Such  being  the  case,  what 
course  should  I  pursue — act  still  strictly  on  the  defensive,  or  open  my 
batteries  against  the  enemy  *?    The  reasons  for  the  former,  at  the  present 
time,  are,  first,  that  my  instructions  are  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive, 
and  that  having  in  two  or  three  instances  called  attention  to  this  fact, 
no  other  instructions  have  been  given  me,  although  there  has  been 
time  and  opportunity  to  do  so  j  second,  that  the  relative  strength  of  the 
enemy  is  very  greatly  superior,  and  that  he  has  to  keep  some  8,000  men 
to  watch  1,800 ;  third,  that  if  he  attacks  me  and  fails,  his  defeat  will  be 
disgraceful  and  fatal  to  his  cause ;  fourth,  that  we  gain  more  and  lose  less 
by  delay  than  he  does ;  and  for  the  latter,  first,  the  moral  influence  which 
a  successful  bombardment  of  this  fort,  the  destruction  of  the  navy-yard 
and  of  the  public  and  private  buildings  at  Warrington,  would  at  this 
time  have  in  our  country ;  second,  the  immense  amount  of  ammunition 
which  he  must  expend  by  his  numerous  batteries,  and  which  he  can 
ill  afford  ;  third,  the  destruction  and  demoralization  of  his  troops,  being 
raw  bodies,  and   the  iDrestige    obtained  by  an  inferior  force   acting 
offensively,  and  a  beleaguered  fort  turning  on  its  assailants — are  some  of 
the  leasons  which  may  be  assigned  for  the  two  courses  to  be  pursued. 

The  objections  to  offensive  operations  on  my  mind  are  these :  I  have 


Chap.  IV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  437 

not  officers  and  men  sufficient  to  efficiently  and  with  vigor  carry 
tliem  on  5  second,  that  they  will  at  this  time  be  followed  by  no  decisive 
results,  as  if  entirely  successful  I  cannot  pursue  the  advantage ;  third, 
that  whatever  be  the  result,  he  can  and  probably  will  claim  a  victory,  as 
the.  bombardment  will  not  be  followed  by  exterior  movements ;  fourth, 
that  the  destruction  of  the  navy -yard  and  its  appurtenances,  which  would 
be  inevitable,  and,  indeed,  the  great  object  of  attack,  may  not  in  view  of 
future  operations  be  desired  by  the  Government;  fifth,  that  I  am  within 
eight  days  of  headquarters,  and  if  offensive  operations  were  desired  I 
would  be  so  instructed.  It  is  proper  I  should  in  caudor  state  that  I  do 
not  consider  the  instructions  obligatory,  circumstances  since  having  so 
altered,  and  that  I  had  fully  determined  and  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  open  fire  on  the  enemy  when  ready,  my  intention  being  frus- 
trated by  the  removal  of  the  two  companies  5  that  I  sent  for  another 
artillery  company  from  Tortugas  with  a  view  to  this  object,  but  that 
in  consideratk)n  of  the  great  personal  advantages  I  might  if  successful 
derive  and  which  may  bias  my  judgment,  and  that  I  have  seen  in  a 
newspaper  that  I  am  to  be  relieved,  I  have  reluctantly  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  my  duty  to  act  strictly  on  the  defensive  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government  be  known,  and  which  I  respectfully  now 
solicit. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BROWK, 
Brevet  Colonel^  Commanding, 


Fort  Pickens,  July  11, 1861. 
General  Thomas  : 

My  Dear  General  ;  I  received  to-day  your  order  taking  from  me 
at  one  fell  swoop  all  my  staff.  A  few  weeks  since  Barry's  and  Hunt's 
companies  were  taken  from  me,  and  a  regiment  of  raw,  undrilled  recruits 
from  the  purlieus  of  J^ew  York  sent  me  as  a  substitute.  To-day  Chalfin 
brings  me  an  order  for  him  to  go,  and  this  evening  Mr.  McCreery  writes 
me  a  note,  stating  that  Captain  Allen  had  officially  notified  him  that  he 
was  dropped,  and  declining  to  serve  any  longer.  So  I  am  left  in  the 
most  important  post  in  the  Union  with  an  entirely  inadequate  command. 
If  there  was  a  clesigned  purpose  to  sacrifice  me  I  could  not  be  worse 
treated.  It  is  true  there  is  no  present  prospect  of  collision,  as  Bragg 
don't  want  to  and  I  cannot  fight ;  but  accident,  the  design  or  imprudence 
of  an  individual,  may  at  any  moment  bring  on  a  battle,  and  I  shall  have 
to  fight  it  under  every  possible  disadvantage;  so  that  if  I  escape  dis- 
grace I  shall  be  fortunate.  I  declare  to  you  that  I  have  not  at  this 
moment  really  one  half  as  many  officers  as  are  absolutely  necessary  and 
not  much  more  than  half  enough  men  for  a  vigorous  and  severe  bom- 
bardment, as  this  will  be  if  it  corues  off.  I  have  passed  three  months  of 
continued  excessive  anxiety  and  care,  for  no  one  can  know  the  difficulty 
of  my  position  since  I  have  been  here  or  the  totally  defenseless  state  of 
this  fort  when  I  came  here  but  those  who  were  with  me.  And  just  as  I 
began  to  see  the  break  of  day  and  was  making  arrangements  to  fulfill 
what  I  believed  to  be  the  expectations  of  the  country  by  attacking  the 
rebels,  I  am  suddenly  stopped  by  the  removal  of  two  of  my  best  com- 
panies and  nine  of  my  officers.  When  exerting  myself  to  recover  from 
this  blow  by  bringing  Dawson's  company  here,  I  not  only  found  them 
without  officers,  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  again  smitten  by  an  order 
for  the  removal  of  all  my  staff,  leaving  me  with  only  two  officers  at  Bat- 
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teries  Lincoln  and  Cameron  (one  each),  and  only  two  at  Battery  Scott, 
and,  exclusive  of  the  staff,  four  at  Fort  Pickens,  when  the  minimum 
should  be  four  to  each  company,  making  twenty-eight.  Kow,  is  this 
right?  Is  it  just  to  place  an  officer  in  such  a  situation  when  surrounded 
by  an  enemy  ten  times  his  own  number,  with  an  armament  four  times 
as  many  as  his?  Officers  are  promoted  to  the  companies  here,  but  not 
one  comes.  They  are  i)romoted  from  here  as  their  chief  wants  them,  and 
all  go.  Companies  C  and  E,  Third  Infantry,  have  but  one  officer.  Com- 
pany A,  Second  Artillery,  is  commanded  by  a  second  lieutenant,  its  cap- 
tain and  first  lieutenant  being  at  one  point.  Company  K,  Second,  has 
a  captain  and  first  lieutenant,  who  is  entitled  to  promotion.  Company 
F,  First,  has  a  captain  under  orders  and  a  first  lieutenant  promoted  to  a 
captain.  Company  A,  First,  has  a  captain  and  first  lieutenant,  the  former 
entitled  to  promotion  ;  so  that  if  these  officers  receive  their  promotion 
and  are  ordered  away,  I  shall  be  left  without  an  officer.  However,  if  the 
worst  comes  to  the  worst,  1  have  made  up  my  mind  nevei;  to  surrender 
this  fort,  and  I  leave  this  letter  as  a  testimony  of  the  reasons  why  it  was 
not  gloriously  victorious. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  BROWK 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens^  July  15,  1861. 
General  M.  C.  Meios, 

Quartermaster- General  IT,  S.  Army,  Washington^  JD,  C: 

Dear  General  :  I  wrote  the  Adjutant-General  by  the  last  steamer 
on  the  subject  of  a  steam- tug  for  this  place.  It  seems  to  me  that  strange 
ideas  are  entertained  of  the  kind  of  vessels  required  to  tow  boats,  as  a 
large  propeller  of  500  or  600  tons  burden,  and  drawing  when  light  fifteen 
feet  water,  was  sent ;  the  bar  over  which  she  would  be  required  to  tow 
the  boats  having  on  it  only  some  ten  feet,  and  near  the  shore,  where  she 
is  most  wanted,  there  being  only  some  eight  feet.  I  want  a  powerful, 
swift  boat,  of  some  seventy -five  to  one  hundred  tons,  neatly  fitted  up, 
and  th^t  does  not  draw  more  than  seven  feet  water.  I  suppose  such  a 
boat  can  be  purchased  for  $10,000  or  $12,000,  or  can  be  hired  for  some 
$1,000  or  $1,200  per  month,  and  without  the  slightest  exaggeration  I 
am  confident  such  a  boat  would  have  twice  paid  for  itself  in  unloading 
the  Yanderbilt  alone.  If  troops  are  to  be  sent  here  in  the  fall  to  act 
offensively,  two  or  three  of  these  boats  should  be  here  for  towing  and 
for  landing  troops  and  stores.  The  one  I  now  require  is  also  wanted  to 
run  as  a  mail-boat  to  Havana  and  Key  West.  She  should  be  sent  here 
loaded  with  coal  (in  bags)  for  her  own  consumption.  Afterwards  arrange- 
ments must  be  made  for  her  coaling  at  Key  West.  If  one  is  sent,  let  her 
have  a  good  new  boiler  and  be  in  all  respects  in  good  order,  there  being 
no  means  of  repairing  here.  With  such  a  boat  I  can,  on  an  average, 
unload  a  sliip  in  half  the  time  I  now  can,  and  if  you  calculate  the  daily 
charter  of  the  steamers  coming  here  you  can  very  easily  see  the  saving 
to  the  Government  by  having  one. 

Before  this  reaches  you  this  fort  will  be  in  complete  readiness,  and  I 
presume  no  fort  in  the  United  States  was  ever  better  prepared  for  of- 
fensive or  defensive  operations  (if  manned,  which  it  is  not  half),  so  far 
as  the  efficiency  of  service  and  security  and  protection  and  safety  of 
the  men  go,  my  object  having  been  to  attain  the  greatest  possible  effi- 
ciency with  the  least  possible  expense  of  life  of  my  garrison,  and  I  have 
spared  no  labor  in  effecting  it,  and  I  have  had  most  efficient  and  accom- 
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plished  engineers,  who  have  devoted  all  theh^  energy  to  the  work.  But 
I  receive  no  orders,  no  instructions.  My  officers  and  companies  are  taken 
from  me,  and  I  am  left  helpless.  But  where  there's  a  will  there's  a  way, 
and  I  have  the  will,  but  am  still  under  orders  to  act  only  on  the  defen- 
sive. I  have  had  two  companies  and  fifteen  officers,  including  all  my 
staff,  taken  from  me.  A  regular  officer  of  your  department  here  is  in- 
dispensably necessary,  and  he  ought  to  be  a  man  of  business.  It  is  said 
you  committed  a  blunder  in  sending  Barry's  battery  here.  Whether  you 
did  or  not,  it  has  been  of  the  most  essential  service,  not  for  anything  it 
actually  did,  but  for  reasons  that  will  be  apparent  to  you ;  but  if  you 
did  commit  a  blunder  in  bringing  it  here,  a  far  greater  one  was  committed 
in  taking  it  away,  and  this  will  be  seen  in  the  fall. 
Yours,  truly, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Pickens^  July  23,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U,  S,  Army,  Washington^  B.  C: 

General:  If,  as  is  surmised,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
send  the  Fifth  Ardllery  here  in  the  fall,  I  would  respectfully  suggest, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  General-in-Ohief,  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
to  the  regiment  and  to  the  service  by  obtaining  one-half  the  companies 
required  by  transfer  from  the  other  artillery  regiments  ;  that  four  of  the 
companies  now  in  this  department  and  two  at  Old  Point  Comfort  be 
transferred  to  it,  thus  rendering  it  immediately  fit  for  service  on  its  or- 
ganization, and  saving  the  expense  of  the  transportation  of  four  compa- 
nies from  the  E^orth  here. 

All  of  the  following  companies,  which  I  think  may  advantageously  be 
transferred,  are  now  and  will  be  without  captains  :  A,  First  Artillery, 
Vogdes';  F,  First  Artillery,  Chalfin's,  and  H,  Second  Artillery,  late 
Brooks',  now  at  Fort  Pickens  5  C,  Second  Artillery,  Arnold's,  Fort  Jef- 
ferson ;  F  or  H,  Third  Artillery,  Eeynolds'  or  Burton's,  and  E,  Fourth 
Artillery,  Getty's,  Fort  Monroe. 

Captain  Chalfin  is  now  here  with  his  company,  and  one  of  the  subal- 
terns of  Yogdes'  company,  transferred  to  the  Fifth,  is  also  here. 

I  suggest  that  Captain  Getty  keep  his  old  company,  and  that  Captain 
De  Hart  be  assigned  to  the  Third  Artillery,  Company  F  or  H,  now  at 
Old  Point  5  that  Chalfin  keep  his  own  (F,  First)  j  that  Seymour  be 
assigned  to  the  command  of  A,  First  (Yogdes') ;  Griffin  to  H,  Second 
(late  Brooks'),  a.nd  Smead  to  C,  Second  (Arnold's),  the  subalterns  to  be 
assigned  at  Washington  and  ordered  immediately  here,  as  also  the  cap- 
tains, and  that  the  regimental  staff  and  two  of  tibe  majors  with  Getty's 
and  De  Hart's  companies,  fully  officered,  be  sent  as  early  as  possible, 
and  the  other  companies  as  fast  as  they  are  recruited  and  organized. 
These  suggestions  are  made  under  the  supposition  of  the  regiment's 
coming  here,  and  also  that  it  is  not,  as  it  is  also  rumored,  a  light  ar- 
tillery regiment. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  remain  in  this  country,  having 
already  served  in  Florida  fourteen  years  and  upwards,  and  would  much 
prefer  serving  in  the  Korth;  but  I  desire  distinctly  to  state  that  in  the 
present  contest  I  wish  to  serve  anywhere  and  in  any  capacity  suitable 
to  my  rank  that  maybe  considered  most  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the 
country,  without  any  regard  to  my  personal  predilections. 
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It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the  enemy  opposite  naxe  light  ar- 
tillery, and  although  the  removal  of  the  two  batteries  from  here  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  none  were  considered  necessary,  I  would  with  great 
deference  venture  the  opinion  that  if  we  act  offensively  we  cannot  effi- 
ciently without  at  least  one  battery,  and  that  for  extensive  operations 
we  should  have  two  batteries. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWK, 

Colonel^  Fiftli  Artillery, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Florida, 

Fort  Fickens^  July  24,  1861. 

To  the  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C: 

Colonel  :  I  respectfully  report  my  command  in  comparatively  good 
health — no  serious  cases.  I  have  a  hospital  on  the  beach,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  fort,  finished,  and  the  sick  in  it.  The  8-inch 
columbiads  sent  from  Tortugas  are  here,  and  will  be  landed  to-morrow 
and  the  next  day.  I  shall  then  have  all  the  guns  I  intend  to  mount. 
I  am  building  and  have  nearly  completed  a  battery  for  the  two  heavy 
mortars  (12  and  13  inch)  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  fort  and 
near  the  sea-beach.  I  expect  next  week  to  put  up  a  battery  for  three 
10-inch  mortars  (two  of  which  were  landed  yesterday)  in  the  center  of 
the  island  and  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  the  fort,  which  done, 
I  shall  have  comi)leted  (with  the  exception  of  a  small  battery  at  Spanish 
Fort)  all  the  works  I  propose  to  erect. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWIif, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  requesting  information  concerning  the  quasi  armistice  alluded 
to  in  his  message  of  the  Mh  instant, 

July  31,  1861. — Road,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  request- 
ing information  concerning  the  quasi  armistice  alluded  to  in  my  mes- 
sage of  the  4th  instant,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

ABRAHAM  LINOOLI^. 

July  30,  1861. 

Kavy  Department, 

July  29,  1861. 

The  Secretary  of  the  I^avy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  "communicate  to  the  Senate  (if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest)  the  character  of  the  quasi  armistice  to  which  he  refers 
in  his  message  of  the  4th  instant,  by  reason  of  which  the  commander  of 
the  frigate  Sabine  refused  to  transfer  the  United  States  troops  into 
Fort  Pickens  in  obedience  to  his  orders  j  by  whom  and  when  such 
armistice  was  entered  into  ;  and  if  any,  and  what,  action  has  been  taken 
bj^  tlie  Government  in  view  of  the  disobedience  of  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
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dent  aforesaid,"  has  the  honor  to  report  that  it  is  believed  the  communi- 
cation of  the  information  called  for  would  not,  at  this  time,  comport  with 
the  public  interest. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Florida,    ^ 

Fort  PiclcenSj  August  16,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington^  D.  G. : 

Colonel:  *  **  *  I  have  nothing  especial  to  report.  I  have  this 
morning  exactly  one  hundred  on  the  sick-report,  the  volunteers  about 
seventy.  I^one  of  the  cases  are  serious.  I  have  lost  in  all  but  six  since  1 
have  been  here,  only  three  of  which  were  from  disease  incurred  here. 
The  volunteers  have  had  no  deaths.  The  men  are,  however,  all  more  or 
less  prostrated  and  enervated  by  hard  work  in  a  hot  climate. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAEVEY  BEOWISr, 

Golonel,  Gommanding. 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

WasJiington,  D.  0.,  February  27 y  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  J  War  Department: 

My  Dear  General  ;  The  Navy  Department  has  no  copy  of  the  in- 
structions to  D.  D.  Porter  and  other  naval  officers  under  which  they  co- 
operated with  the  expedition  of  April,  1861,  to  re- enforce  Fort  Pick<t^.ns. 

The  President  has  none,  and  they  have  applied  to  me.  My  copies,  I 
think,  I  placed  in  Hartsuff''s  hands.  He  was  adjutant  of  the  expedi- 
tion. 

Please  forward  the  inclosed  note  to  him,  and  if  you  have  copies*  let 
me  have  for  the  I^avy  Department  a  copy  of  the  President's  ord(*r  to 
Porter  and  to  other  naval  officers.  Also  of  the  order  to  Colonel  Brr»wn, 
which  required  all  naval  officers  to  aid  him. 

General  Scott  knew  of  the  expedition  and  its  orders ;  and  you  were 
acting  confidentially  with  him  and  may  have  had  custody  of  those 
orders,  which  were  kept  secret  even  from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
Navy,  I  believe. 


Yours,  truly, 


M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General^  Brevet  Major- General, 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

WasJiington  Gity,  March  15,  1865^ 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Dear  Townsend  :  The  ISTavy  Department  has  lately  inquired  after 
the  orders  under  which  the  Fort  Pickens  expedition  was  organized  and 
carried  out. 
The  instructions  to  Colonel  Brown  and  to  Oapt.  D.  D.  Porter  were 
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prepared  by  Colonel  Keyes  and  by  myself,  or  the  greater  part  of  them 
were  so  prepared,  and  the  more  important  papers  were  signed  by  the 
President. 

I  left  all  my  notes  of  these  instructions  with  Hartsuff,  that  he  might 
make  up  a  complete  record  of  the  orders  and  instructions  for  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Department  of  Florida,  of  which  Colonel  Brown  was 
placed  in  command.  As  he  left  Fort  Pickens  before  they  were  engrossed, 
he  left  my  papers  in  the' office  of  the  commander  of  the  department. 

The  department  having  been  broken  up,  it  is  probable  that  the  records 
are  still  at  Fort  Pickens  or  Pensacola.  I  believe  that  the  records  of  a 
department,  when  it  is  discontinued,  should,  by  military  rule,  be  sent  to 
the  Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office  at  the  War  Department  for  safe  keeping. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  out  orders  for  the  transmission  of  the 
early  records  of  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Florida  to  your 
office,  so  as  to  insure  their  preservation  ? 

This  earliest  expedition  of  the  war  was  organized  under  exceptional 
circumstances,  and  its  records  do  not  appear  to  have  been  preserved  in 
Washington. 

Inquiry  at  the  Xavy  Department,  and  at  the  Executive  Mansion  and 
at  the  State  Department,  has  failed  to  discover  any  copies  of  the  orders. 

It  was  an  Executive  act,  unknown  at  the  time  to  any  but  those  en- 
gaged therein,  including  General  Scott,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
President. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General^  Brevet  Major-General^  Chief  Engineer  of 

the  Expedition  to  Believe  Fort  Piclcens  in  Aprilj  1861. 


C01SrinE)I>E3RA.TE    CORRESFONIDEllSrCE,    ETC. 

Washington,  January  5, 1861. 
Joseph  Finegan,  Esq.,  or  Col.  Geo.  W.  Call  [Tallahassee,  Fla.] : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  immediately  important  thing  to  be  done  is  the 
occupation  of  the  forts  and  arsenal  in  Florida.  The  naval  station  and 
forts  at  Pensacola  are  first  in  consequence.  For  this  a  force  is  neces- 
sary. I  have  conversed  with  Mr.  Toombs  upon  the  subject.  He  will 
start  this  week  for  Georgia,  and  says  if  the  convention  of  sov'y  [sov- 
ereignty] will  ask  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  for  a  force  he  will  im- 
mediately send  on  sufficient  force  and  take  the  navy-yard  and  forts. 
The  occupation  of  the  navy-yard  will  give  us  a  good  supply  of  ordnance 
and  make  the  capture  of  the  forts  easier.  Major  Chase  built  the  forts 
and  will  know  all  about  them.  Lose  no  time,  for,  my  opinion  is,  troops 
will  be  very  soon  dispatched  to  re-enforce  and  strengthen  the  forts  in 
Florida.  The  arsenal  at  Chattahoochee  should  be  looked  to,  and  that 
at  once,  to  prevent  removal  of  arms. 

I  think  that  by  4th  March  all  the  Southern  States  will  be  out,  except 
perhaps  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  and  they  will  soon  have  to  follow. 

What  is  advisable  is  the  earliest  possible  organization  of  a  Southern 
Confederacy  and  oia  Southern  Army.  The  JSiorth  is  rapidly  consolidating 
against  us  upon  the  plan  of  force.  A  strong  Government,  as  eight  States 
will  make,  promptly  organized,  and  a  strong  Army,  with  Jeff.  Davis  for 
General-in-Chief,  will  bring  them  to  a  reasonable  sense  of  the  gravity  of 
the  crisis. 
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Have  a  Southern  Government  as  soon  as  possible,  adopting  the  present 
Federal  Constitution  for  the  time,  and  a  Southern  Army.  I  repeat  this 
because  it  is  the  important  policy. 

Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Tennessee  are  rapidly  coming  up  to  the 
work. 

God  speed  you. 

I  shall  give  the  enemy  a  shot  next  week  before  retiring.    I  say  enemy  ! 
Yes,  I  am  theirs,  and  they  are  mine.    I  am  willing  to  be  their  masters, 
but  not  their  brothers. 
Yours,  in  haste, 

D.  L.  YULEE. 

Lose  no  time  about  the  navy-yard  and  forts  at  Pensacola. 


Washington,  January  7, 1861. 
Joseph  Finegan,  Esq.  [Tallahassee^  Fla.] :  , 

My  Dear  Sir  :  On  the  other  side  [following]  is  a  copy  of  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  consultation  of  the  Senators  from  the  seceding  States,  in 
which  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Texas,  Mississippi,  and 
Florida  were  present. 

The  idea  of  the  meeting  was  that  the  States  should  go  out  at  once, 
and  provide  for  an  early  organization  of  a  Confederate  Government, 
not  later  than  15th  February.  This  time  is  allowed  to  enable  Louisiana 
and  Texas  to  participate.  It  seemed  to  be  the  opinion  that  if  we  left 
here,  force,  loan,  and  volunteer  bills  might  be  passed,  which  would  put 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  immediate  condition  for  hostilities  j  whereas  by  remaining 
in  our  places  until  the  4th  March,  it  is  thought  we  can  keep  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Buchanan  tied  and  disable  the  Republicans  from  effecting  any 
legislation  which  will  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  incoming  adminis- 
tration. 

The  resolutions  will  be  sent  by  the  delegation  to  the  president  of  the 
Convention.    I  have  not  been  able  to  find  Mr.  Mallory  this  morning. 
Hawkins  is  in  Connecticut.    I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  send 
you  this  copy  of  the  resolution. 
In  haste,  yours,  truly, 

D.  L.  YULEE. 

{Besolutions  accompanying  Senator  Yulee's  letter.*) 

Eesolvedy  1.  That  in  our  opinion  each  of  the  Southern  States  should,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  secede  from  the  Union. 

.Resolved,  2.  That  provision  should  be  made  for  a  convention  to  organ- 
ize a  Confederacy  of  the  seceding  States,  the  convention  to  meet  not 
later  than  the  15th  of  February,  at  the  city  of  Montgomery,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  hostile  legislation  that  is  threatened 
against  the  seceding  States,  and  which  may  be  consummated  before  the 

*  The  copy  of  these  resolutions  forwarded  hy  Senator  Mallory  January  6,  1861,  to 
the  president  of  the  Florida  Convention,  shows  that  they  were  adopted  on  the  5th  of 
that  month,  and  that  they  were  signed  by  Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown,  of  Mississippi ; 
Hemphill  and  Wigfall,  of  Texas;  Slidell  and  Benjamin,  of  Louisiana;  Iverson  and 
Toombs,  of  Georgia ;  Johnson,  of  Arkansas ;  Clay,  of  Alabama ;  and  Yulee  and  Mal- 
lory, of  Florida. 
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4tli  of  March,  we  ask  instructions  whether  the  delegations  are  to  remain 
in  Congress  until  that  date  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  such  legislation. 
Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  and  are  hereby  appointed,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Davis,  Slidell,  and  Mallory,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  this 
meeting. 


[State  of  Alabama,]  Executive  Department, 

January  8,  1861. 
Hon.  William  M.  Brooks, 

President  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Alabama: 

In  reply  to  a  verbal  communication  from  the  body  over  which  you 
preiaide,  made  by  one  of  its  members,  I  make  the  following  statement : 

My  information  in  regard  to  Pensacola  is  that  Governor  Perry,  of 
Florida,  has  informed  me  by  dispatch  that  he  has  ordered  the  forts  to 
be  occupied  by  the  troops  of  Florida  and  asks  aid  from  Alabama. 

The  force  at  his  command  in  West  Florida  is  small  and  not  sufficient 
to  take  and  maintain  the  forts.  Troops  from  Alabama  could  reach  that 
doint  before  the  troops  of  East  and  Middle  Florida.  This  fact,  with  the 
importance  of  the  position  to  Alabama  as  well  as  to  Florida,  induces  him 
to  make  the  request,  as  I  am  informed.  It  is  believed  at  Washington, 
in  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  as  I  am  advised  from  high  sources,  that 
it  is  not  only  the  policy  of  the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  the  seced- 
ing States,  but  as  soon  as  possible  to  put  herself  in  position  by  re-en- 
forcing all  the  forts  in  the  States  where  secession  is  expected.  I  need 
not  suggest  the  danger  to  Florida  and  Alabama  that  must  result  from 
permitting  a  strong  force  to  get  possession  of  these  forts. 
With  sentiments  of  high  consideration  and  respect, 

A.  B.  MOOEE. 


Private.]        [State  of  Florida,]  Executive  Department, 

January  10,  1861. 

Hon.  Jno.  C.  McGehee,  President  of  the  Convention : 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  dispatch  has  this  morning  reached  me,  and  I  hasten 
to  transmit  it  through  you  to  the  Convention. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  s.  perey. 

[Inclosure.l 
(By  telegraph  from  Washington,  dated  January  9,  1861.) 

For  Governor  Perry  : 

Federal  troops  are  said  to  be  moving,  or  to  move,  on  the  Pensacola 
forts.  Every  hour  is  important.  Georgia  and  Alabama  if  called  will 
aid  in  the  work,  we  think.  The  two  seaboard  forts  are  vacant.  Chase, 
at  Pensacola,  built  and  knows  the  works. 

S.  R.  MALLORY. 

GEORGE  S.  HAWKINS. 

D.  L.  YULEE. 


Washington,  January  10, 1861. 
Maj.  W.  H.  Chase,  Pensacola.,  Fla. : 

All  here  look  to  you  for  Pickens  and  McRee. 

S.  R.  M.  [MALLORY.] 
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WASHiNaTON,  January  18, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Perry,  Tallahassee^  Fla.  : 

We  think  no  assault  should  be  made.  The  possession  of  the  fort  is 
not  worth  one  drop  of  blood  to  us.  Measures  pending  unite  us  in  this 
opinion.     Bloodshed  now  may  be  fatal  to  our  cause. 

JNO.  SLIDELL. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIISr. 

A.  IVERSOK 

J:N^0.  HEMPHILL. 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL. 

C.  0.  CLAY,  Jr. 

BEK.  FITZPATEICK. 

JEFF.  DAYIS. 

S.  E.  MALLOEY. 
We  sent  this  to  Chase  to-day. 


Washington,  January  19, 1861. 

Gov.  A.  B.  Moore,  Montgomery ,  Ala,  : 

Telegraph  not  to  attack  Fort  Pickens.    Florida  Senators  and  friends 
think  it  unwise. 

0.  0.  CLAY,  Jr. 
BEN.  FITZPATEICK. 


WASHiNaTON,  January  20,  1861. 

Gov.  M.  S.  Perry,  Tallahassee^  Fla. : 

The  Southern  Senators  all  agree  that  no  assault  on  Fort  Pickens  should 
be  made  j  that  the  fort  is  not  worth  one  drop  of  blood  at  this  time,  and 
desire  us  to  invoke  you  to  prevent  bloodshed.  First  get  the  Southern 
Government  in  operation.  The  same  advice  has  been  given  as  to  Charles- 
ton, and  will  no  doubt  be  adopted  there. 

S.  E.  MALLOEY. 

D.  L.  YULEE. 


Executive  Department, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1861. 

Hon.  Wm.  M.  Brooks,  President  State  Convention : 

Sir  :  The  following  resolution  has  been  handed  me  by  the  secretary 
of  the  Convention : 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
Conven  tion  forthwith  any  information  he  may  have  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing or  continuing  in  service  the  troops  now  at  Pensacola. 

In  answer  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  I  submit  the  following  facts : 
On  the  19th  January  the  following  dispatch  was  received  by  Colonel 
Chase  at  Pensacola,  to  wit : 

Washington,  January  18,  1861. 
Col.  W.  H.  Chase: 

Yours  received.  We  think  no  assault  should  be  made.  The  possession  of  the  fort 
is  not  worth  one  drop  of  blood  to  us.  Measures  pending  unite  us  in  this  opinion. 
Bloodshed  may  be  fatal  to  our  cause. 

Signed  by  Senators  Mallory,  Yulee,  Slidell,  Benjamin,  Iverson,  Hemphill,  Wigfall, 
Clay,  Fitzpatrick,  and  Davis. 
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Since  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch,  I  have  had  a  conference  with  Sen- 
ator Mallory,  of  Florida,  and  Senator  Fitzpatrick,  of  Alabama,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  reasons  upon  which  it  was  predicated,  in  which  they  informed 
me  that  they  and  Senator  Slidell  had  a  personal  interview  with  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  were  assured  by  them  that 
no  attack  would  be  made  upon  Fort  Sumter  and  Fort  Pickens,  or  any 
excuse  given  for  the  shedding  of  blood,  during  the  present  administra- 
tion, and  that  they  deemed  it  of  great  importance  that  no  attack  should 
be  made  by  South  Carolina  upon  Fort  Sumter,  or  by  the  troops  of  the 
seceding  States  upon  Fort  Pickens,  in  the  present  aspect  of  affairs. 
I  was  also  informed  by  them  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Eepublican 
party  to  force  a  conflict  between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  seced- 
ing States  before  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  so  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  commencing  a  war  should  not  be  cast  upon  him.  It  was  further 
stated  by  Mr.  Mallory  that  a  special  messenger  had  been  sent  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  officer  in  command  at  Fort  Pickens,  direct- 
ing that  officer  to  prevent  the  ships  which  had  been  ordered  to  Pensa- 
cola  from  entering  the  bay.  The  officer  sent  was  Captain  Barron,  of 
Virginia,  in  company  with  Mr.  Mallory. 

This  is  all  the  information  now  in  my  possession  in  reference  to  the 
attitude  of  the  Federal  Government  and  the  seceding  States. 

In  reference  to  the  forces  at  Pensacola,  I  am  informed  by  Colonel 
Chase  that  some  companies  from  Mississippi,  now  at  Pensacola,  are  de- 
sirous of  returning  home,  being  planters,  business  men,  &c.  He  has 
asked  me  what  must  be  done  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  have  answered 
him  by  telegraph  that  the  troops  are  under  the  orders  of  the  governor 
of  Florida,  and  that  the  governor  of  Alabama  cannot  specially  interfere 
with  the  Mississippi  troops. 

I  have  also  received  a  dispatch  from  his  excellency  J.  J.  Pettus,  gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi,  inquiring  how  long  the  Mississippi  troops  were  de- 
sired to  remain  at  Pensacola.  I  have  telegraphed  him  that  the  governors 
of  Florida  and  Mississippi  have  alone  the  right  to  control  the  troops  of 
Mississippi. 

Notwithstanding  it  now  appears  from  the  authority  above  given  that 
no  attack  is  to  be  made  upon  the  forts  at  Pensacola  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  our  forces  at  that  point,  I  deem  it  inexpedient  that  all  the  troops 
should  be  withdrawn.  It  is  important  that  we  should  be  provided  for 
any  emergency  that  may  occur,  and  that  a  sufficient  number  of  troops 
should  be  drilled  and  ready  to  meet  it.  If  the  troops  should  all  be  with- 
drawn from  Pensacola,  it  may  have  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  them  and 
upon  volunteers  generally,  unless  kept  under  orders  at  some  other  point. 
It  would  be  more  expensive  to  the  State  to  transport  them  to  some  other 
130sition  and  keep  them  under  arms  .than  to  permit  them  to  remain  at 
Pensacola. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Pensacola  might  induce  the  belief 
among  the  Black  Eepublicans  that  resistance  was  not  intended  if  coer- 
cion were  attempted  on  their  part,  and  thus  give  encouragement  to  them. 

I  have  now  briefly  given  the  information  in  my  possession,  and  also 
my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Pensacola. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  MOORE. 
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HuNTSViLLE,  Ala.,  February  3,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Montgomery: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  There  is  at  Pensacola  an  immense  quantity  of  pow- 
der, shot,  and  shells,  which  ought  to  be  removed  to  the  interior  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  Where  they  now  are  they  are  constantly  ex- 
posed to  the  danger  of  recapture,  and  if  they  are  permitted  to  remain, 
one  of  Lincoln's  first  movements  will  be  to  concentrate  a  sufficient  force 
at  that  point  to  retake  them. 

In  my  judgment  there  is  no  hope  of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  our  diffi- 
culties with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  all  our  calcula- 
tions should  be  made  with  reference  to  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  of  vast 
magnitude  and  almost  unparalleled  ferocity.  We  had  the  subject  of 
these  munitions  before  the  military  committee  of  our  Convention,  but  as 
they  were  on  the  soil  of  Florida,  and  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  we  could 
do  nothing.    Your  convention  will  have  more  extensive  powers. 

There  is  still  much  discontent  here  at  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  of 
secession,  but  it  is  growing  weaker  daily,  and  unless  something  is  done 
to  stir  it  up  anew  will  soon  die  away. 

Last  week  Yancey  was  burned  in  effigy  in  Limestone,  but  I  suppose  it 
was  rather  a  frolic  of  the  "  b'hoys"  than  a  manifestation  of  serious  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  older  citizens. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  from  time  to  time  during  the  session 
of  the  Convention. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JEEE.  CLEMEKS. 


Executive  Office, 
Montgomery^  Ala.,  February  22,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Perry  : 

Sir:  The  subjoined  resolution  was  passed  by  Congress,  in  secret 
session,  and  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  you  will  perceive,  has  been  re- 
moved only  so  far  as  to  authorize  me  to  communicate  in  the  manner 
deemed  expedient,  and  I  must,  therefore,  ask  that  you  consider  it  as 
confidentially  done.*  The  resolution  suggests  two  methods  by  which 
possession  of  the  forts  may  be  had.  It  was  not  intended,  however,  that 
the  progress  of  the  one  should  retard  or  affect  the  preparations  for  the 
other;  while,  therefore,  steps  are  being  taken  for  negotiation,  earnest 
efforts  have  been  made  to  procure  men  of  military  science  and  expe- 
rience, and  to  seek  for  munitions  and  machinery  suitable  to  remedy  the 
supposed  or  known  deficiencies  in  the  existing  supplies.  Congress, 
probably,  did  not  design  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  constructions 
which  had  been  commenced  by  State  authority,  the  instruction  of  troops, 
or  other  preparation,  which  will  he  useful  in  further  operations,  and  I 
hope  you  will  continue  thus  to  prepare  for  whatever  exigency  may  arise. 
As  soon  as  a  skillful  engineer  is  available  he  will  be  sent  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  fort  within  your  State  and  to  aid  in  the  works  need- 
ful to  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  should  force  be  the 
means  to  which  we  must  resort. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEPF']^  DAYIS. 

*  See  resolution  approved  February  22,  1861,  in  Fort  Sumter  correspondence,  p.  258. 
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War  Department, 
Montgomery^  March  7,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Provisional  Army^  C.  S.  A.,  Gomdg.  Troops  near  Pensacola,  Fla.: 

Sir  :  By  the  inclosed  order  you  will  perceive  that  you  have  been  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  troops  at  and  near  Pensacola,  Fla.  It  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  Government  here  should  be  accu- 
rately informed  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  quarter.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  therefore,  desires  that  you  will  as  sooo  as  possible  forward  to  this 
office  a  comprehensive  report  of  whatever  may  come  under  your  obser- 
vation, especially  in  regard  to  affairs  immediately  connected  with  Fort 
Pickens.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  make  reports  to  this  Department 
as  often  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  do  so.  Yery  little  informa- 
tion in  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  service  and  its  requirements  at  the 
station  to  which  you  have  been  assigned  to  command  has  reached  this 
Government.  The  Department  is  anxious  to  know  accurately  the  con- 
dition of  things  there  and  the  necessities  of  the  service,  so  that  it  can 
act  with  full  intelligence,  which  is  so  much  wanting  at  present. 

A  return  of  your  command  is  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Acting  Adjutant- General, 

[Inclosure.l 

Special  Orders,  >  War  Department, 

JSTo.  1.  )  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  7,  1861. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  of  the  Provisional  Army,  Confederate 
States  of  America,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  and 
near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  to  which  station  he  will  proceed  without  delay*; 

4t*  ^  '  ik  ife  ^  ^  A 

^  -TV"  W  "n^  TT  •«•  tp 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Acting  Adjutant- General, 


Convention  Hall,  Montgomery,  Ala, 

March  9,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  &c, : 

Sir  :  As  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Alabama  State  Convention  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  General  A.  C.  Gordon,  of  Henry  County,  in  said 
State,  from  which  I  make  the  following  extract : 

Nothing  doiug  at  Apalachicola.  No  cotton  is  selling,  nor  can  shipments  be  made 
from  that  port.  Unless  some  of  our  companies  are  sent  to  Apalachicola  it  will  be  burned 
up  and  our  cotton  taken  if  war  should  be  declared.  There  is  now  over  one  million 
(value)  of  cotton  at  Apalachicola  at  ten  cents.  Call  the  attention  of  our  President  to 
the  situation  of  our  people  in  that  particular.  No  forts  or  guns  at  that  place  to  defend 
it.  Two  companies  of  volunteers  are  there  without  balls  or  powder.  Something  should 
be  done,  and  that  very  soon,  for  the  protection  of  that  place  and  property.  Alabama 
will  suffer  more  than  Florida  will  if  that  place  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 

A  large  portion  of  the  people  of  Southeastern  Alabama  ship  their 
cotton  to  that  port  for  market,  and  apprehend  danger  to  their  interests 
there,  as  you  will  see  from  the  above  extract.  Will  you  do  me  the  kind- 
ness to  make  such  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  matter  as  you  may  deem 
proper  % 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  OWENS. 
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Orders,  )  Pensacola,  Fla., 

Ko.  1.     )  March  11, 1861. 

I.  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders  No.  1  from  the  War  Department, 
Confederate  States  of  America,  dated  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  7, 
1861,  Brigadier-General  Bragg  assumes  the  command  of  all  troops  in 
the  service  of  said  States  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola.  His  headquar- 
ters will  be  at  Fort  Barrancas. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 
Brigadier- Generaly  Commanding. 


War  Department,  A.  G.  O,, 

Montgomery,  March  14, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Troops  near  Pensacolaj  Fla. : 

Sir:  Tour  two  dispatches  dated  the  12th  instant*  (one  accompanied 
by  a  return  of  the  troops  under  your  command)  have  been  received,  and 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  whom  I  am  instructed  to  reply  as 
follows : 

Eequisitions  upon  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Georgia,  and  Florida  have  been  made  for  troops  to  the  number  of  live 
thousand,  to  be  placed  under  your  command,  and  it  may  be  expected  that 
a  large  proportion  of  this  force  will  be  reported  to  you  in  the  course  of 
the  next  ten  days.  A  copy  of  the  law  regulating  the  Provisional  Forces 
of  the  Confederacy  is  inclosed  for  your  information  and  guidance,*  and 
by  it  you  will  be  governed  in  mustering  the  troops  into  service.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  formation  by  regiments  from  each  separate  State  will 
be  the  most  convenient.  The  requisite  blank  muster  rolls  wiU  be  sent 
to  you. 

Your  appointment  of  Colonel  Forney  as  acting  inspector-general  meets 
fully  with  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

In  regard  to  an  ofi&cer  of  experience  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Sub- 
sistence Departments,  the  Secretary  regrets  that  at  present  there  is  no 
one  available  who  possesses  the  experience  required  for  those  responsi- 
ble duties,  but  as  soon  as  it  will  be  possible  to  do  so  an  officer  will  be 
ordered  to  report  to  you.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  be  necessary  for  you 
to  rely  upon  such  ability  as  you  may  have  at  hand. 

You  are  desired  to  make  known  your  wants  in  respect  to  artillery  and 
the  munitions  of  war,  having  in  view  the  defense  of  Pensacola  and  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Pickens.  The  Department  would  be  gratified  to  re- 
ceive your  opinions  in  regard  to  that  important  subject,  and  particularly 
as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  fire  from  the  ships  in  the  roadstead  upon 
parties  making  regular  approaches  to  the  fort. 

In  assigning  you  to  the  command  of  the  forces  at  or  near  Pensacola 
and  Fort  Pickens,  it  was  intended  by  the  Department  that  the  navy- 
yard  and  all  things  connected  therewith  should  be  included,  and  you 
are  therefore  to  be  governed  accordingly.  You  will  please  convey  this 
information  to  Captain  Farrand  as  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

At  your  suggestion,  Capt.  H.  Oladowski  has  been  assigned  to  you  as 
ordnance  officer,  and  he  has  been  directed  by  telegraph  to  report  to  you 
immediately. 

*  Not  found. 
29bb 
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It  is  observed  that  you  have  three  months'  subsistence  on  hand  for 
your  present  force.  In  view  Of  the  large  increase  which  you  may  expect, 
you  will,  of  course,  make  timely  estimates  for  additional  supi)lies.  A 
large  quantity  has  been  turned  over  to  the  General  Government  by  this 
State.  Funds  will  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  but  it.  is 
important  that  your  requisitions  should  be  made  on  this  Department 
specifying  the  different  heads  of  expenditure. 

It  will  not  be  practicable  to  detach  General  Yan  Dorn  upon  the  mis- 
sion you  refer  to.  That  officer  has  been  appointed  colonel  of  infantry, 
and  his  services  will  be  immediately  needed  either  at  Fort  Morgan  or 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Lieutenant  Childs  has  not  made  his  ap- 
pearance up  to  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Acting  Adjutant- General, 


MoNTaoMERY,  Ala.,  March  14,  1861. 

Hon.  S.  K.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Sir  :  The  port  of  Apalachicola  is  without  any  means  of  defense,  having 
only  two  hundred  muskets  and  sixty  rifles;  no  artillery  of  any  kind. 
The  commercial  importance  of  the  city  may  make  it  more  than  a  point 
of  ordinary  interest  to  the  United  States  Government,  if  they  intend  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

The  citizens  of  the  city  are  organized  into  four  volunteer  companies, 
which  comprise  about  two-thirds  of  the  people  capable  of  bearing  arms. 
They  are  under  apprehension  that  the  city  and  property  therein  is  in 
danger. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  and  request  that  some  means 
of  protection  may  be  afibrded  us  if  there  is  a  probability  of  hostilities. 
The  men  can  be  raised  there,  if  we  had  the  guns. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  P.  HOLLAND. 


War  Department, 

Montgomery^  March  16,  1861. 

Capt.  J.  0.  Booth, 

Corps  of  Artillery^  Commanding  Baton  Bouge  Arsenal : 

Captain  :  Issue  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  General  Braxton  Bragg, 
commanding  forces  at  Pensacola — 

One  thousand  8-inch  columbiad  shot;  two  thousand  8-inch  columbiad 
shell;  four  thousand  42-pounder  shot;  two  thousand  24-pounder  shot; 
one  thousand  18-pounder  shot;  one  thousand  12-pounder  shot;  fifteen 
hundred  10-inch  shell  (columbiad  shell,  if  possible);  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  24-pounder  spherical  case,  strapped ;  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  24-pounder  grape-shot  stands ;  seventy-nine  18-pounder  grape-shot 
stands ;  eighty-eight  8-inch  grape-shot  stands ;  one  hundred  and  fifty 
8-inch  columbiad  cartridge  bags ;  fifteen  thousand  priming  tubes;  two 
thousand  port-fires;  five  hundred  pounds  slow  match;  four  thousand 
friction  tubes ;  fifty  thousand  musket  buck  and  ball  cartridges  (percus- 
sion). 

Have  made  and  issued  to  General  Bragg  as  above,  with  all  possible 
dispatch — 
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Two  thousand  8-incli  cartridge  bags  for  columbiads ;  two  tliousaud  42- 
pounder  cartridge  bags ;  two  thousand  32-pounder  cartridge  bags ;  one 
thousand  24-i)ounder  cartridge  bags;  one  thousand  12-i)ounder  cartridge 
bags. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Acting  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Troops  Confederate  States, 

Ko.  4.  }  Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  March  18, 1861. 

The  commanding  general  learns  with  surprise  and  regret  that  some 
of  our  citizens  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  furnishing  supplies  of  fuel, 
water,  and  provisions  to  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  now 
occupying  a  threatening  position  off  this  harbor. 

That  no  misunderstanding  may  exist  on  this  subject,  it  is  announced 
to  all  concerned  that  this  traffic  is  strictly  forbidden,  and.  all  such 
supplies  which  may  be  captured  in  transit  to  such  vessels,  or  to  Fort 
Pickens,  will  be  confiscated.  The  more  effectually  to  enforce  this  prohi- 
bition, no  boat  or  vessel  will  be  allowed  to  visit  Fort  Pickens,  or  any 
United  States  naval  vessel,  without  special  sanction. 

OoL  John  H.  Forney,  acting  inspector-general,  will  organize  an  effi- 
cient harbor  police  for  the  enforcement  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg : 

EOBERT  C.  WOOD,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjiitayit- General. 


War  Department, 

Montgomery^  March  19,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Troops  near  Pensacola,  Fla.  : 

Sir  :  Gapt.  G.  W.  Lee,  of  Atlanta,  who  will  i)resent  you  this  letter,  is 
in  command  of  a  company  of  volunteers  from  Georgia.  This  company, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  men,  chiefly  artisans,  is  exclusive  of  the  quota 
which  has  been  required  from  that  State,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
desires  you  will  cause  the  officers  and  men  to  be  mustered  into  service 
and  assigned  to  duty. 

The  requisitioi^  for  the  5,000  troops  for  your  command,  mentioned  in 
the  communication  from  this  office  of  the  14th  instant,  is  now  being 
rapidly  filled.    The  several  commands  will  be  pushed  forward  with  the 
least  practicable  delay,  and  maj^  be  shortly  expected  to  report  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — I  take  occasion  to  inform  you  that  the  Government  has  accepted 
the  services  of  a  battalion  of  Louisiana  Zouaves,  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  four  hundred  or  more  than  five  hundred  men,  with  a  proper  pro- 
portion of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  to  serve  in  the 
Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  or  during  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  men  of  this  battalion  will  be  immediately  sent  to  your  command, 
and  the  remainder  of  this  battalion  will  follow  a  few  days  after. 
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Executive  Department, 

Montgomery^  Ala,^  March  19,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir  :  From  the  most  reliable  information  I  have  reasons  to  apprehend 
that  difficulty  will  occur  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  the  State  troops 
now  at  Pensacola  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  unless 
some  steps  are  taken  to  avoid  it.  The  troops  express  fears  that  they 
are  to  be  transferred  without  the  privilege  of  electing  their  colonel  and 
majors,  and  that  they  will  be  continued  in  service  for  twelve  months, 
even  if  pending  difficulties  should  be  amicably  arranged  in  a  shorter 
time. 

I  have  said  to  Captains  Baker  and  Clark,  who  are  here  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  information  on  the  subject,  that  I  did  not  consider  there  were 
any  reasonable  grounds  for  such  apprehension ;  that  the  ordinance  under 
which  they  volunteered  authorized  the  volunteers  "when  organized  into 
regiments  or  battalions  to  elect  their  regimental  field  officers,"  and  that 
I  presumed  this  provision  of  the  ordinance  would  not  be  disturbed.  I 
further  stated  to  them  that  said  ordinance  provided  that  "volunteers 
shall  not  be  accepted  for  a  less  term  of  service  than  one  year,  unless 
sooner  discharged  by  the  governor,"  and  that  it  had  been  my  intention 
so  soon  as  the  three-years'  recruits  should  be  raised,  organized,  and 
stationed  at  the  forts  to  relieve  the  volunteers,  unless  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity for  their  services.  Captains  Baker  and  Clark  seem  to  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  Secretary  of  War  concurs  in  the  views  above  expressed 
by  me  all  difficulties  will  be  removed. 

I  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  question 
should  be  so  understood  that  the  troops  will  not  hesitate  to  be  trans- 
ferred at  once.  Should  they  decline,  I  fear  the  effect  upon  other  troops 
and  the  public  service. 

In  a  few  days  companies  enough  will  be  at  Pensacola  to  constitute  a 
regiment,  and  officers  can  be  elected.  Mne  companies  will  be  there  to- 
morrow. Will  you  say  to  me  in  reply  to  this  whether  or  not  this  will  be 
acceptable  to  the  Confederate  Government*? 

t  take  it  as  granted  that  the  volunteers  will  be  discharged  so  soon  as 
by  the  establishment  of  peace  the  necessity  for  their  services  ceases. 
Let  me  assure  you  that  the  object  of  this  letter  is  to  secure  the  consent 
of  the  troops  to  their  immediate  transfer.  Any  doubt  upon  the  subject 
of  their  consent  gives  me  pain  and  trouble. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  MOOEE. 


Augusta,  March  20, 1861. 
President  Davis  : 

My  always  reliable  Washington  correspondent  says  evident  Lincoln 
intends  to  re- enforce  Pickens. 

WM.  H.  PRITCHAED. 


Pensacola,  March  21, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

What  is  to  be  the  organization  of  companies  and  regiments  of  volun- 
teers received  into  service,  and  how  are  the  officers  to  be  chosen  % 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Mobile,  March  21,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

The  sloop  Isabella,  laden  with  stores  mostly  for  officers  of  the  United 
States  IS^avy  at  Pensacola,  was  seized  last  night  by  the  acting  mayor, 
and  at  the  request  of  General  Bragg. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Infantry. 


Montgomery,  March  22,  1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola  : 

If  they  come  in  as  companies  they  are  so  received  with  their  offi- 
cers. So  with  battahons  and  regiments.  But  if  received  as  companies, 
and  mustered  into  service  as  such,  these  companies  cannot  afterwards 
organize  into  battalions  or  regiments  and  elect  officers.  (See  Provis- 
ional Army  bill.)    . 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  March  23,  1861. 
Governor  Moore,  Montgomery  : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  expectation  of  the  early  arrival  of  large  re-enforcements 
of  troops  at  Pensacola,  officers  will  leave  to-night  for  Mobile,  to  provide 
subsistence  supplies.  With  your  consent  they  will  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive from  this  State  such  stores  as  are  in  Mobile,  and  ship  them  to 
Peusacola.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  a  note  to  General  Green, 
directing  him  to  make  the  transfer? 
Very  truly, 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


War  Department,  A.  G.  O., 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  23,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Pensacola  Harbor : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  wishes  to  be  informed,  at  your  earliest 
convenience,  whether  any  reconnaissance  or  examination  of  the  country 
in  your  rear  toward  Perdido  Bay,  and  along  the  Gulf  coast,  has  been 
made.  Having  in  view  the  transport  of  supplies  from  Mobile  to  Pen- 
sacola, it  is  of  eminent  importance  to  know  whether  the  long  transit 
between  Blakely  and  the  latter  point  can  in  any  way  be  avoided.  You 
are  therefore  requested  to  transmit  any  information  which  you  may  have 
on  the  subject,  and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  communication  by 
water,  portage,  and  land  carriage  can  be  made  between  Bonsecours  Bay, 
Perdido  Bay,  and  Pensacola  Harbor,  and,  if  so,  the  least  depth  of  water 
aud  the  length  of  portage  it  would  be  necessary  to  make. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  OOOPEE, 

Adjutant-  General, 
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War  Department,  A.  G.  O., 

Montgomery,  March  23,  1861. 
Ool.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Commanding  Fort  Morgan  : 

Sir  :  It  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  ascertain  wliether 
communication  can  be  made  between  Mobile  and  Pensacola,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  long  transit  from  Blakely  to  the  latter  place.  A  view  of  the 
mai>  would  seem  to  indicate  that  a  communication  can  be  made  by  water 
portage  and  land  carriage  from  Bonsecours  Bay,  by  Bear  Creek  Bay,  La 
Launch,  and  Perdido  Bay,  to  Pensacola.  The  Secretary  of  War,  there- 
fore, directs  that  you  will  organize  a  boat  expedition  to  make  the  neces- 
sary examination,  the  result  of  which  you  will  report  as  soon  as  possible. 
Brigadier-General  Bragg  has  been  directed  to  cause  a  similar  examina- 
tion to  be  made  from  the  other  end  of  the  proposed  line  of  communica- 
tion. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  A.  G.  O., 

Montgomery,  March  25,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Comdg.  Provisional  Forces,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Fort  Barrancas  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  21st,  I  am  instructed  by 
the  Secretarj^  of  War  to  state  that  the  Provisional  Forces  called  into  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  defense  of  Pensacola  Harbor 
are  as  follows :  1,000  infantry  from  Georgia ;  1,000  from  Alabama ;  1,000 
from  Louisiana ;  1,500  from  Mississippi,  and  500  from  Florida,  making 
in  all  5,000  infantry.  The  organization  of  companies  will  be  such  as  may 
be  furnished  by  States,  but  the  number  oi^  privates  should  not  fall  below 
fifty  per  company.  Should  the  companies  come  singly,  or  organized 
into  battalions  or  regiments  before  muster  into  service,  they  will  be  re- 
ceived with  such  officers  as  have  been  furnished  by  the  State,  medical 
officers  excepted.  The  field  officers  are  either  elected  by  the  companies 
or  appointed  by  the  respective  governors.  Such  medical  officers  as  may 
be  required  for  the  troops  of  your  command  you  are  authorized  to  employ 
under  contract.  The  battalion  of  Louisiana  Zouaves,  mentioned  in  my 
communication  of  the  19th  instant,  will  be  mustered  as  they  arrive,  in- 
cluding the  officers  who  accompany  them. 

I  inclose  a  brief  of  the  organization  of  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a 
company  of  artillery  and  cavalry  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  as  fixed  by  law. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Montgomery,  March  29, 1861. 
(Acneral  Braxton  Bragg,  Pensacola  : 

Your  communication  of  the  27th  received.*  Do  you  propose  or  pre- 
fer an  increase  of  force  beyond  the  five  thousand  ordered,  and  to  what 
extent? 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General. 

*Not  found.    Euteredhi  Confederate  archives  as  ''Plan  of  attack  on  Fort  Pickens.'' 
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Field  return  of  troops  of  Confederate  States  near  Pensacola,  Fla,,  commanded   by  Brig, 

Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  March  31,  1861. 

[Extract.] 
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03 

4) 

ft 

ci 
o 
H 

a> 

Troops. 

Infantry, 

Cavalry. 

OS 

ft 
© 

2 
o 

Officers. 

1 

1 

General  staff 

17 

First  Regiment  Alabama,  twelve  months'  volunteers 

46 
4 
5 

762 

106 

95 

839 

109 

97 

885 

Georgia,  twelve  months'  volunteers 

113 

Louisiana  Zouaves 

101 

Total 

55 

963 

1,045 

1,116 

War  Department,  A.  and  I.  G.  O., 

Montgomery^  April  3,  1861.  * 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  BRAaa, 

Commanding  Troops  in  Pensacola  Harbor ^  Warrington,  Fla. : 
General:   I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inquire 
whether  you  have  made  any  progress  in  or  preparation  for  the  erection 
of  reverse  batteries  on  Santa  Eosa  Island,  and  if  you  have  considered 
this  mode  of  attack. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Pensacola,  April  5, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dispatch  of  3d  received.  We  are  prepared  for  defense.  Should  the 
agreement  not  to  re-enforce  be  violated,  may  I  attack?  Answer  imme- 
diately. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Montgomery,  April  5, 1861. 
S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  writers  I  send  you  the  inclosed  letter, 
without  knowing  anything  of  the  value  of  the  information  imparted, 
but  I  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  any  statement  made  by  either  of 
them,  having  known  them  personally  for  years. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOLLING  BAKEE.  ' 

[Inclosure.] 

Apalachicola,  April  3,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  Pope  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.  A.,  Montgomery,  Ala  : 
The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  a  military  organization 
of  this  city,  styled  the  Perry  Artillery,  duly  formed  under  the  laws  of 
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this  State,  represent  that  the  city  of  Apahichicola  is  entirely  unde- 
fended by  fortifications^  and  has  no  means  to  repel  aggressions  from  her 
seaboard;  that  the  commercial  importance  of  this  city  demands  that  she 
should  no  longer  remain  in  her  present  exposed  and  defenseless  condi- 
tion. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  urge  that  the  Perry  Artillery  should 
be  speedily  supplied  with  a  necessary  battery  to  render  the  same  an 
efficient  arm  of  the  city's  defense. 


With  great  respect,  &c. 


B.  P.  SIMMOI^TS, 
S.  W.  SPENCEE, 
J.  J.  GEIFPm, 
J.  L.  DUNHAM, 

Committee, 


Montgomery,  April  5, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola^  Fla. : 

Can  you  prevent  re-enforcemeats  being  landed  at  other  points  on 
Santa  Eosa  Island  other  than  the  docks?  Do  you  mean  by  "attack" 
the  opening  of  your  guns  upon  the  fort  or  upon  the  ships  ?  If  the  for- 
mer, would  your  operations  be  confined  to  battering  the  fort  ?  Telegraph, 
and  write,  also,  fully. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Pensacola,  April  6,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

I  can  control  the  dock,  but  re-enforcements  can  be  landed  on  the 
outside  Santa  Eosa  Island  in  spite  of  me.  The  ships,  except  the 
Wyandotte,  are  beyond  my  range.  She  can  be  driven  off  or  destroyed. 
Any  attack  by  us  now  must  be  secretly  made  by  escalade.  My  bat- 
teries are  not  ready  for  breaching,  and  we  are  entirely  deficient  in 
ammunition.  iSTo  landing  should  be  made  on  Santa  Eosa  Island  with 
our  present  means.    Will  write. 

BEAXTO]^  BEAGG. 


War  Department,  A.  and  I.  G.  O., 

Montgomery,  April  6, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg: 

The  Government  at  Washington  have  determined  to  re-enforce  Fort 
Pickens,  and  troops  are  now  leaving  for  that  purpose. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oensral. 


Headquarters  Confederate  State  Troops, 

]SFear  Fensacola,  Fla.,  April  6, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala. : 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  5th  instant  reached  me  this  morning,  and 
was  answered  immediately.    Mine  of  the  3d,*  asking  if  I  might  attack, 

*  No  dispatch  of  the  3d  found ;  reference  probably  to  that  of  the  5th ;  p.  455. 
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was  predicated  on  several  occurrences  which  I  could  not  exi)lain  in  a 
dispatch,  and  which  admitted  of  no  delay.  A  strong  easterly  wind  was 
blowing,  calculated  to  drive  off  the  United  States  naval  vessels.  It  con- 
tinues yet,  but  they  hold  on,  though  evidently  with  trouble.  They  have 
placed  an  Engineer  officer  in  Fort  Pickens  in  violation,  as  I  conceive, 
of  the  agreement  "not  to  re-enforce."  And,  finally,  I  have  reason  to 
believe  the  garrison  in  Fort  Pickens  is  greatly  demoralized  by  influences 
which  are  operating  strongly  in  our  favor.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  desired  to  know  if  I  should  be  free  to  act  when  a  favorable  occasion 
might  offer.  Believing  myself  that  the  United  States  Government  and 
some  of  its  agents  are  acting  in  bad  faith  towards  us,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  believe  we  are  entirely  absolved  from  all  obligations  under  the  agree- 
ment of  29th  January ;  but  as  a  question  of  political  policy  might  be 
raised,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  ask  the  consent  of  the  Department  before 
acting  on  so  important  a  matter. 

I  am  not  prepared  with  my  batteries  for  anything  more  than  a  feeble 
defense  (see  my  requisition  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores),  and  that 
condition  cannot  be  changed  until  I  can  get  supplies.  The  only  attack 
which  I  could  hope  to  make  now  would  be  a  sudden  dash,  distracting 
the  enemy  by  a  false  attack,  and  scaling  the  walls  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion. The  weakness  of  the  garrison,  and  the  ardor  and  ignorance  of  my 
troops,  would  be  strong  elements  of  success.  In  this  movement  I  should 
not  propose  to  fire  a  gun  unless  in  the  diversion. 

Such  is  now  the  incessant  occupation  of  my  staff  officers  in  receiving, 
supplying,  and  organizing  troops  that  but  little  can  be  done  in  other 
preparations.  We  have  the  force  and  the  labor  necessary,  but  the  skill 
to  apply  them  is  confined  to  a  few. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

beaxto:n^  beagg, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


PenSACOLA,  April  7, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Waxker  : 

Your  dispatch  of  5th  answered  by  telegraph  and  letter.  I  shall  fire 
upon  any  re-enforcements  to  Pickens  unless  ordered  not.  IsTeed  supplies 
called  for  in  my  ordnance  requisition.  Have  but  few  cartridge  bags  and 
no  flannel.  I  shall  send  to  Mobile  for  some  to-day,  but  have  no  money 
to  pay.  Not  a  cent  has  been  received  since  I  arrived.  Dispatches  for 
Fort  Pickens  and  the  fleet  can  be  received  from  Washington  through 
the  post-office  here.  The  blow  is  over,'  and  the  vessels  stood  it  out. 
Twelve  hundred  men  expected  on  to-day  from  Mississippi  and  Georgia. 

BRAXTOJS^  BEAGG, 

Brigadier- General, 


Montgomery,  April  8, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola : 

Our  Commissioners  at  Washington  have  received  a  flat  refusal. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 
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Montgomery,  Ajml  8, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensaeola  : 

The  expression  "at  all  hazards"  in  my  dispatch  of  this  morning*  was 
not  intended  to  require  yon  to  land  upon  the  island.  The  presumption 
is  that  re-enforcements  will  be  attem]3ted  at  the  dock,  and  this  I  hope  you 
can  and  will  prevent,  though  it  should  lead  to  assault  of  your  works. 
The  belief  here  is  that  they  will  not  only  attempt  to  re-enforce  the  fort, 
but  also  to  retake  the  navy -yard. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Montgomery,  April  8, 1861. 
Gov.  T.  O.  Moore,  Baton  Eouge,  La. :  ^ 

The  state  of  affairs  at  Pensaeola  requires  that  I  shall  urge  you  no 
longer  to  delay  in  sending  forward  troops.  You  cannot  get  them  in  time 
by  enlistment.  Why  not  take  volunteer  companies  1  I  hope  you  will 
consider  this  most  urgent. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery,  April  8,  1861. 
Hons.  B.  F.  Simmons,  S.  W.  Spencer, 

J.  J.  Griffin,  J.  L.  Dunham,  Apalaehicola,  Fla.: 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and  to  express  his  deep  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  which  it  treats.  He  begs  to  assure  you  that  the  proper 
defense  of  every  assailable  point  of  our  coast  is  the  matter  most  press- 
ing upon  the  consideration  of  the  Department,  and  you  may  be  assured 
that  an  officer  will  be  sent  to  examine  the  harbor  of  Apalachicola  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment.  But  you  must  remember,  gentlemen,  that 
the  departments  are  but  just  organized,  and  that  the  pressure  upon  the 
Department  of  War  is  necessarily  very  great. 

Trusting  that  the  assurance  given  will  be  satisfactory,  the  Secretary 
directs  me  to  express  his  regret  that  it  is  out  of  his  power  at  present  to 
comply  with  your  request. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  HOOPER, 
Private  Secretary. 


Pensacola,  April  9,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Your  dispatch  received  last  night.  Will  do  our  best,  but  supplies  are 
short  for  a  continued  resistance.  Want  transportation  to  move  guns, 
shot,  and  troops.     Sixteen  hundred  men  arrived  yesterday  and  last  night. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Fort  Morgan,  April  9, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Sir  :  It  is  the  opinion  of  Major  Leadbetter,  Engineers,  that  the  great 
number  of  sand  bags  reported  on  the  way  to  Tortugas  are  intended  for 
building  cover-faces  at  Fort  Pickens.  If  this  be  done  that  place  cannot 
be  breached  by  our  present  batteries. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Colonel,  C.  S.  Army. 

^   ,  *  Dispatch  not  found. 
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Montgomery,  April  9,  1861. 
Geiienil  BragtGt,  Pensacola: 

Captaiu  Boggs  left  here  this  inoriiiug  to  joiu  you.  Forty  thousand 
dollars  are  at  your  disposal,  to  be  used  in  the  way  he  suggested  to  me 
as  coming  from  you.  Although  he  has  no  instructions  on  that  point,  as 
it  escaped  me  in  the  hurry  of  his  departure,  you  will,  however,  under- 
stand. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  9, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola : 

A  post-office  emissary  of  the  Washington  Government,  named  Bryan, 
has  left  or  will  leave  for  Pensacola,  who  contumaciously  insists  upon 
opening  the  route  between  Warrington  and  Pensacola.  Deal  with  him 
as  YOU  may  think  he  deserves. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Montgomery,  April  9, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola : 

Forty  thousand  sand  bags  have  been  shipped  from  New  York.  May 
be  intended  for  cover-faces  at  Fort  Pickens.  I  call  your  attention  to 
this  possibility. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Pensacola,  April  9,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Your  several  dispatches  of  to-day  just  received.  Will  handle  the  post- 
office  emissary.  Shall  try  the  use  of  money ;  but  great  vigilance  is  ex- 
ercised. They  fear  their  own  men.  Shall  take  up  buoys  and  stop  lights 
very  soon. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Montgomery,  April  12, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola: 

Lieutenant  Worden,  of  U.  S.  ISTavy,  has  gone  to  Pensacola  with  dis- 
patches.    Intercept  them. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Barrancas,  April  12, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Mr.  Worden  had  communicated  with  fleet  before  your  dispatch  re- 
ceived. Alarm  guns  have  just  fired  at  Fort  Pickens.  I  fear  the  news 
is  received  and  it  will  be  re-enforced  before  morning.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
vented. Mr.  Worden  got  off  in  cars  before  I  knew  of  his  landing. 
Major  Chambers  is  in  the  cars.  He  will  watch  Mr.  Worden's  move- 
ments. If  you  deem  it  advisable,  Mr.  Worden  can  be  stopped  in  Mont- 
gomery. 

BEAXTOr^T  BEAGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Montgomery,  ^^r*Z^12, 1861. 
Hou.  L.  P.  Walker  : 
Just  received  the  following  from  our  manager  in  Mobile : 
Woideu  was  arrested  yesterday  and  is  in  the  hands  of  General  Bragg. 

Yery  respectfully, 

HUBERT. 


Montgomery,  April  12, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Fensacola: 

Three  companies  of  artillery  from  Mississippi  and  one  from  Georgia 
are  on  their  way.    Could  you  use  more? 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Montgomery,  April  13,  1861. 
General  Bragg,  Fensacola : 

When  you  arrested  Lieutenant  Worden  what  instructions,  if  any,  did 
he  show  you  •?  Did  he  communicate  to  you  that  he  had  verbal  instruc- 
tions, and,  if  so,  what  were  they  ?  He  is  here  under  arrest,  and  it  is 
important  for  you  to  reply  fully. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Fensacola,  April  13, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Several  merchant  vessels  here.    Shall  I  capture  such  as  belong  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 

BRAXTOlSr  BRAGG. 


Pensaoola,  April  13,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

For  service  here  volunteer  companies  of  artillery  are  little  better  than 
others.  They  have  not  the  right  instruction.  Every  State  is  exceeding 
its  quota.  Shall  I  receive  them "?  Landing  shot  at  Fort  Pickens,  out- 
side. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Brigadier- General. 


Pensaoola,  April  13, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Re-enforcements  thrown  into  Fort  Pickens  last  night  by  small  boats 
from  the  outside.  The  movement  could  not  even  be  seen  from  our  side, 
but  was  discovered  by  a  small  reconnoitering  boat. 

BRAXTOI^r  BRAGG, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Pensaoola,  April  14, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  WALK3ER : 

Captain  Adams,  commanding  the  fleet,  writes  on  13th,  just  received. 
Siil)sequently  to  the  date  of  your  last  letter,  as  you  are  probably  aware. 
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re-enforcements  have  been  placed  in  Fort  Pickens,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  United  States  Government.  Lieutenant  Worden  must  have 
given  these  orders  in  violation  of  his  word.  Captain  Adams  executed 
them  in  ^aolation  of  our  agreement. 

BRAXTOI^T  BRAGG. 


Pensacola,  April  14, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Lieutenant  Worden  assured  me  he  only  had  a  verbal  message  of 
pacific  nature.  The  re-enforcement  of  Pickens  was  preceded  by  signal 
guns  from  there.  What  caused  it  I  cannot  ascertain.  Worden's  mes- 
sage may  have  had  no  connection  with  the  move.  He  was  in  Pensa- 
cola  when  the  move  was  made.  Five  thousand  men  here  now,  and  two 
thousand  more  coming.  Subsistence,  forage,  and  transportation  should 
be  hurried.    You  can  now  spare  the  supplies  from  Sumter,  which  is  ours. 

BRAXTOK  BRAGG, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Troops  Confederate  States, 

liear  Pensacola,  Fla.,  April  14,  1861. 
Adjutant-General  C.  S.  Army,  Montgomery  : 

Sir  :  It  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  me  to  keep  you  advised  of  the 
arrival  of  troops.  They  come  under  such  various  orders,  and  fail  so 
often  to  report  at  all,  that  they  are  [here]  for  days  sometimes  before  I 
hear  of  them.  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain  this  morning,  by  a  visit  of  a 
staff  ofl&cer  to  each  camp,  the  inclosed  statement  of  my  present  strength 
is  very  nearly  accurate.*  I  am  obliged  to  receive  them  by  order,  and  let 
the  muster  rolls  be  made  afterwards. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  15, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War^  Mo7itgomery  : 

Sir  :  Yery  unexpectedly  I  find  myself  a  prisoner  of  war  at  this  place. 
May  I  be  permitted  to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  kindness  to  inform 
me  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I  am  so  detained  ? 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN, 
Lieutenant,  JJ.  S.  Navy, 


Pensacola,  April  15, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

Mail  steamer  Galveston  from  New  Orleans  this  morning.    I  have  taken 
possession  of  her.     One  United  States  ship  arrived  last  night. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Brigadier-  General, 

*  Not  found. 
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Montgomery,  April  15,  1861. 
General  BRAGa,  Pensacola : 

Merchant  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  United  States  must  be  per- 
mitted to  dei^art  without  interruption.  Strict  surveillance,  however, 
regarding  dispatches  from  fort  and  fleet  to  Washington  Government. 
Caution  your  own  men  against  writing,  or  sending,  as  to  what  you  are 
doing. 

L.  P,  WALKEE. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery^  April  16,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Forces  Pensacola  Harbor ,  Warrington^  Fla.  : 
General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  urges  upon  you  the  importance  of 
causing  to  be  built  a  floating  battery,  unless  you  should  have  special 
objections  to  it.  The  one  at  Charleston  performed  admirably  in  enfilad- 
ing Fort  Sumter,  and  Captain  Hamilton,  who  superintended  its  con- 
struction, can  be  sent  down  to  Pensacola  to  superintend  the  one  to  be 
constructed  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Montgomery,  April  16, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  in  relation 
to  my  recent  visit  to  Pensacola  to  your  attention  : 

I  left  Washington  City  on  the  morning  of  April  7,  with  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  ^avy  to  Captain  Adams,  of  the  United 
States  ship  Sabine,  and  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  I  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  making  the  communication  to  Captain  Adams 
under  the  existing  agreement.  I  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  morning 
of  the  11th  instant,  announced  myself  to  Mr.  LeBaron  as  an  officer  of 
the  U.  S.  ^avy,  who  sent  an  officer  with  me  to  General  Bragg.  I 
informed  General  Bragg  that  I  had  come  from  Washington,  and  desired 
to  communicate  with  Captain  Adams,  of  the  Sabine.  He  wrote  me  a 
I^ass  authorizing  me  to  go  to  the  Sabine,  and  upon  handing  it  to  me  he 
asked  if  I  had  dispatches  for  Captain  Adams.  I  replied  that  I  had  not 
written  ones,  but  that  I  had  a  verbal  communication  to  make  to  him 
from  the  Kavy  Department.  I  then  asked  him  if  1  would  be  permitted 
to  land  on  my  return  towards  Washington.  He  replied  that  I  would, 
provided  Captain  Adams  or  myself  did  nothing  in  violation  of  tbe 
agreement  existing  between  them.  I  remarked  that  I  knew  nothing  of 
the  agreement  he  mentioned.  I  then  left  General  Bragg  and  went  to 
the  navy-yard,  from  whence  I  embarked  for  the  Wyandotte  about 
4  o'clock  p.  m.  On  reaching  her  I  was  informed  by  her  commander 
that  he  could  not  carry  me  out  to  the  Sabine  that  night,  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  wind  and  rough  sea  on  the  bar. 

During  that  evening  Lieutenant  Slemmer,  of  Fort  Pickens,  came  on 
boai'd,  and  T  had  a  few  moments'  social  couversation  with  liim.  I  had  no 
dispatclies  for  him  wliatevcu',  and  1  gave  him  no  information  as  to  the 
jiatuie  of  the  comiiumication  which  1  had  to  make  to  Captain  Adams. 
Of  course  he  knew,  as  did  every  officer  on  board,  that  I  came  from  the 
Navy  Department  to  communicate  with  Oa.ptain  Adams.     On  the  next 
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moruiug,  the  12th  instant,  while  waiting  for  the  sea  to  subside  on  the 
bar,  so  that  the  Wyandotte  could  go  out,  one  of  the  officers  suggested 
that  we  should  go  on  shore  and  take  a  look  at  Fort  Pickens,  to  which  I 
assented.  We  accordingly,  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  landed  there,  a^jd 
walked  about  the  ramparts  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  returned  on 
board.  During  my  visit  to  the  fort  I  did  not  see  Lieutenant  Slemmer, 
as  he  was  asleep  and  I  did  not  desire  to  disturb  him,  as  I  had  no  object 
in  seeing  him,  except  to  pay  him  the  proper  visit  of  courtesy  on  going 
within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

At  about  10.30  or  11  o'clock  a.  m.  the  Wyandotte  went  out  of  the 
harbor  and  ijut  me  on  board  the  Sabine,  somewhere  near  12  o'clock.  I 
made  my  communication  to  Captain  Adams,  and  stated  to  him  what 
General  Bragg  had  said  in  relation  to  the  agreement  between  them. 
He,  nevertheless,  gave  me  a  written  order  to  return  to  Washington  as 
^'special  messenger,"  which  order  you  have.  Of  course  I  proceeded  to 
obey  the  order,  and  was  landed  by  the  Wyandotte  at  Pensacola  about 
5  o'clock  p.  m.  I  was  told  by  Captain  Adams  that  it  was  not  necessary 
for  me  to  see  General  Bragg  on  my  return,  and  therefore  I  did  not  stop 
at  his  quarters. 

I  make  this  statement,  ready  with  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  to  be  con- 
firmed. It  is  made,  not  with  regard  to  personal  safety,  or  of  any  conse- 
quences that  might  result  to  me  personally,  but  purely  in  defense  of  my 
honor  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman.  Several  officers  in  the  Confederate 
service — among  them  I  will  mention  Capt.  D.  K.  Ingraham  and  Surg. 
W.  F.  Carrington — I  think  I  can  appeal  to  with  confidence. 

I  respectfully  submit  this  statement  to  the  consideration  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHIsT  L.  WORDEI^, 
Lieutenant^  U.  8.  Ifavy. 


Pensacola,  April  17,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Large  steamer  with  troops  joined  the  fleet  last  night.    Send  me  in- 
structed officers  of  Artillery  for  my  batteries. 

BRAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Pensacola,  April  17, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

A.nother  naval  stea  mer  arrived  to-day.  Col.  Harvey  Brown  and  several 
hundred  men  landed.  Colonel  B.  informs  me  he  will  hold  himself  on 
the  defensive. 

BEAXTOE^  BEAGG. 


Montgomery,  April  19, 1861. 
General  BragGt,  Pensacola : 

Events  are  such  as  to  excite  belief  that  demonstrations  may  be  made 
upon  you  at  an  early  day.  I  would,  therefore,  advise  increased  vigilance 
in  preventing  possible  communication  with  the  fleet  or  Fort  Pickens. 
Martial  law  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  Everything  is  being  done  to 
send  you  guns  and  artillerists.  We  are  badly  oft*,  however,  especially 
in  this  latter  particiUar. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 
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Montgomery,  April  19, 1861. 
J.  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville  : 

Have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  IStli  instant.*  You  are  mistaken 
about  the  fleet.  It  lies  off  Pensacola.  Am  willing  to  do  any  thing- 
necessary  to  defend  Savannah  and  its  approaches,  but  think  you  will 
concur  in  opinion  that  your  suggestion  is  not  now  necessary.  Pensacola 
and  not  Pulaski  is  the  point.    This  is  certain. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Montgomery,  April  19, 1861. 
General  Bragg,  Pensacola  : 

Do  you  need  for  any  purpose  more  troops  than  you  have  ? 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Montgomery,  April  19, 1861. 
General  Beauregard,  Charleston  : 

Send  to  Pensacola  the  workman  who  planned  and  Captain  Hamilton 
who  superintended  the  construction  of  your  floating  battery.  Hope 
you  will  do  so  at  once.  Mortars  very  much  needed  at  Pensacola,  and 
i  hope  you  will  send  as  many  as  possible,  and  without  delay. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Pensacola,  April  20,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

For  the  present  force  of  the  enemy  I  have  enough,  but  cannot  fore- 
see his  movements.  It  would  be  well  to  have  a  reserve  force  of  three 
thousand  under  instructions  on  the  railroad.  Two  companies  mounted 
men  are  needed  now.     Just  saluting  Virginia. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Troops  Confederate  States, 
No.  24.  I  Near  Pensacola^  Fla.^  April  20,  1861. 

I.  All  intercourse  hereafter  with  Santa  Rosa  Island,  Fort  Pickens,  or 

the  United  States  fleet,  is  strictly  prohibited. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

II.  Martial  law  is  declared  to  exist  and  will  be  rigidly  enforced  on  all 
territory  within  five  miles  of  the  lines  of  this  army. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Bragg: 

ROBERT  0.  WOOD,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Montgomery,  April  29, 1861. 
Gov.  J.  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville  : 

I  wish  you  to  furnish  immediately  one  regiment  of  infantry  of  picked 
men  for  Pensacola  (private).  Bragg  needs  them  for  lodgment  on  Santa 
Rosa  Island,  preparatory  to  opening  upon  Fort  Pickens.  Dispatch  is 
necessary.  One  regiment  goes  from  here  in  a  day  or  two.  Would  like 
to  have  it  consist  of  drilled  companies,  if  possible. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 

♦  Not  foun4, 
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War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  30,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  Commanding  at  Fensacola : 

General  :  Apprehending  that  you  might  have  construed  the  sug- 
gestions thrown  out  from  this  Department  as  to  the  erection  of  batteries 
on  Santa  Eosa  Island,  and  as  to  the  attack  on  Fort  Pickens,  into  orders 
to  proceed  first  to  the  occupation  of  that  island,  and  next  to  an  imme- 
diate bombardment  and  general  assault  of  the  fort,  I  write  to  say  that 
as  to  both  points  I  desire  you  will  consult  your  own  judgment  and 
discretion.  It  is  true  that  this  Government  considers  the  early  reduc- 
tion of  Fort  Pickens  as  highly  important,  but  it  is  not  desired  that  you 
will  proceed  until  you  shall  feel  assured  of  success  through  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  own  arrangements,  and  the  dispositions  must  be  left 
with  yourself,  save  when  positively  instructed. 
Yery  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


Headquarters  Troops  of  Confederate  States, 

Near  Pensacola,  Fla.,  May  6,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery  : 

From  the  tenor  of  my  orders  and  instructions  there  has  existed  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  Department  desired  me  first  to  secure  the 
defense  of  my  position  here,  and  then  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pickens,  if 
practicable.  No  suggestion  has  been  regarded  as  an  order  to  proceed 
in  any  manner  contrary  to  my  own  conviction,  and  no  step  has  been 
taken  which  my  own  judgment  has  not  approved;  but  I  have  felt  it  a 
duty  to  lay  before  you  the  means  and  sacrifices  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  object. 

The  change  which  has  been  made  in  my  proposed  plan  of  operations  is 
the  result  of  unavoidable  delay,  by  which  the  enemy  has  been  enabled 
to  frustrate  my  first  intentions.  Fort  Pickens  is  now  more  than  twice  as 
strong  as  it  was  three  weeks  ago,  and  the  api)roaches  to  it  will  be  made 
more  and  more  difficult  every  day.  They  are  now  extending  their  opera- 
tions on  the  island  of  Santa  Eosa,  and  every  hour  will  add  seriously  to 
the  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  The  importance  of  rapid  movement  on 
our  part  is  very  apparent  if  we  are  to  proceed  to  the  reduction  of  Fort 
Pickens,  but  it  would  be  very  bad  policy  to  move  until  we  are  prepared  to 
succeed.  My  plan  for  a  lodgment  on  the  island  is  arranged,  and  will  be 
executed  as  soon  as  the  means  are  available.  In  the  present  state  of  that 
work,  with  a  garrison  fully  competent  for  its  defense,  and  a  support  at  all 
times  ready  at  hand  in  the  fleet,  its  reduction  will  cost  us  many  lives, 
much  time  and  labor,  and  a  very  large  expenditure  of  money.  Whether 
the  end  will  justify  the  means  the  Department  must  decide. 

My  works  on  this  side,  both  for  attack  and  defense,  are  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  preparations  are  going  on  for  the  island  movement,  but  we 
are  still  deficient  in  many  essentials.  Five  thousand,  sets  of  infantry 
accouterments  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  our  ammunition. 
It  is  now  carried  by  the  men  in  their  pockets,  and  one  day's  hard  service 
would  destroy  it  all.  A  supply  of  musket  cartridges  is  also  a  first  necessity. 
Having  yet  had  no  response  to  my  requisition  of  last  March,  I  shall  send 
an  officer  to  Louisiana  to  see  if  some  can  be  had  at  Baton  Eouge.  The 
present  supply  here  would  last  me  in  an  engagement  about  thirty  min- 
utes. Our  best  defense  against  the  fleet — shells — cannot  be  used  for 
want  of  fuses.  Not  one  has  yet  reached  me.  These  items  are  not  men- 
30  R  R 


466  OPERATIONS    IN    FLORIDA.  [Chap.  IV. 

tioned  by  way  of  complaint,  for  I  know  full  well  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  which  surround  the  Department,  but  simply  to  show 
how  utterly  impossible  it  is  to  check  the  enemy  in  his  operations. 

JSTight  before  last  we  succeeded  in  placing  some  serious  obstructions 
in  the  channel  between  Forts  Pickens  and  McEee,  which  will  intimidate 
the  fleet  and  seriously  retard  any  movement  to  enter  the  harbor.  It 
might  be  much  more  effectually  blocked,  but  at  a  heavy  expense  for  the 
necessary  vessels.  The  entrance,  however,  of  steamers  would  entirely 
frustrate  our  movement  on  the  island,  if  it  did  not  result  in  a  capture 
of  our  force. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTO:^^  BEAGG, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Montgomery,  May  10, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

Having  had  the  honor  to  converse  with  you  more  than  once  touching 
the  state  of  the  public  service  in  the  State  which  I  represent,  I  beg  leave 
to  present  the  following  remarks : 

There  may  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  war  which  is  now  inaugurated 
the  enemy  will  not  be  unmindful  of  its  vast  preponderance  of  maritime 
power,  and  that  at  the  same  time  that  they  press  forward  upon  the 
land  toward  Virginia  they  will  make  a  strong  diversion  along  the 
Atlantic  and  in  the  Gulf.  Beside  the  indications  of  their  intentions 
at  Pensacola  and  ^ew  Orleans,  the  sending  out  of  privateers  on  the 
part  of  the  South  will  be  met  by  the  North  by  other  letters  of  marque, 
and  having  no  commerce  to  prey  upon  they  will  be  directed  against 
our  sea-coast  and  its  i)roperty,  and  they  will  endeavor  to  ravage  the 
sea  islands  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  and  the  coast  of  Florida. 
The  capital  of  the  last-named  State  is  in  close  i3roximity  to  the  Gulf — 
twenty  miles  by  railroad — and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  dense  negro 
population  and  the  largest  plantations  in  this  State. 

From  Pensacola  to  Saint  Augustine — fourteen  hundred  miles  and 
more — there  is  nothing  approaching  to  a  fortification,  except  those  at 
Key  West  and  Tortugas,  which  are  held  by  the  foe,  and  are  for  them 
a  convenient  and  illimitable  naval  depot.  They  are  the  keys  of  the 
Gulf. 

To  fortify  this  immense  extent  of  coast  is  impossible.  Want  of  time, 
want  of  money,  want  of  engineers,  want  of  heavy  guns,  all  forbid  it. 
Fortunately,  the  entrances  for  vessels  of  any  size  are  very  few.  They 
may  be  enumerated  thus :  Saint  Andrew's,  Saint  Joseph's,  Apalachi- 
cola,  Saint  Mark's,  Cedar  Keys,  Tampa.  Passing  over  the  peninsula. 
Key  West,  and  its  dependencies,  you  come  on  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Saint  John's  or  Jacksonville,  and  lastly  Fernandina.  Saint 
Augustine  is  fortified,  though  imperfectly  armed.  There  are  of  cannon, 
of  all  kinds,  in  Florida : 

At  Saint  Augustine:  Four  32-pounders,  mounted  en  barbette;  four 
8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  not  mounted  5  two  12-pounder  mountain 
howitzers,  and  one  brass  6-pounder  field  piece. 

At  mouth  of  Saint  John's  Eiver  there  are  four  32-pounders,  mounted 
en  barbette. 

At  Fernandina:  Four  32-pounders,  mounted  en  barbette. 

At  Cedar  Keys :  Two  32-pounders,  mounted  en  barbette. 

At  Saint  Mark's :  Two  32-x>ounders,  mounted  en  barbette. 
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At  Apalacliicola:  Two  6-pounder  field  pieces,  brass. 

At  Tallahassee :  Two  6-pounder  field  pieces,  brass. 

There  are  no  other  cannon  in  the  State,  save  at  Pensacola.  With  this 
artillery  and  with  the  aid  of  an  engineer  much  may  be  done  to  fortify 
to  such  extent  as  to  repel  vessels  of  war  or  privateers.  A  system  of 
small  armed  steamers  to  cruise  upon  the  coast  would  be  one  verj^  power- 
ful element  of  defense,  but  in  addition  to  these  I  propose  to  combine  the 
local  military  material  of  the  country.  I  estimate  the  entire  rank  and 
file  of  Florida  at  a  little  less  than  nine  thousand  men.  This  is  very 
small  for  a  State  having  a  sea-coast  of  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  extent, 
and  an  area  of  fifty-two  thousand  square  miles.  The  country  is  deficient 
in  arms,  but  still  more  in  military  organizp,tion  and  drill. 

To  make  the  material  more  efficient,  and  at  the  same  time  to  meet  the 
present  exigency  of  coast  defense,  I  propose  that  to  each  of  the  following 
seaports,  Saint  Mark's,  Apalachicola,  Cedar  Keys,  Tampa,  Jacksonville, 
and  Fernandina,  there  shall  be  sent  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
of  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  or  captain,  of  military  ability,  charged  with 
the  duty  to  recruit  from  the  vicinity  a  company  each,  of  not  less  than 
sixty -four  nor  more  than  one  hundred  men,  who  when  recruited  shall 
belong  to  the  Confederate  Army,  and  be  put  upon  pay  and  rations,  the 
said  company  to  serve  for  the  time  being  as  a  garrison,  and  to  be  drilled 
as  well  for  infantry  as  artillery,  subject  on  any  emergency  to  be  trans- 
ferred elsewhere  at  the  order  of  the  President;  the  officers  to  superintend 
any  constructions  which  require  an  engineer.  This  garrison  to  act  in 
concert  with  the  steamers  of  the  coast-guard,  and  in  case  of  attempted 
invasion  to  be  backed  by  the  militia  of  the  country,  around  whom  in 
action  they  would  serve  as  a  point  Wappui. 

I  cannot  too  much  press  the  importance  of  the  policy  that  while  the 
material  of  the  country  be  made  as  efficient  as  possible  in  its  own  defense, 
at  the  same  time  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  country  should  be  inter- 
rupted as  little  as  may  be  by  distant  marches  and  countermarches.  It 
is  of  the  last  importance  that  the  crops  now  planted  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed nor  the  negroes  withdrawn.  Money  is  the  sinews  of  war.  If  the 
plantations  belonging  to  our  Gulf  coast  are  ravaged  or  deserted,  to  avoid 
the  plunder  of  the  negroes  (not  to  speak  of  insurrection),  the  capacity  of 
the  country  to  contribute  to  the  war  is  at  an  end.  If  the  corn  crop  should 
fail  a  large  mass  of  starving  population  will  be  thrown  back  upon  the 
higher  country,  itself  a  buyer  from  the  I^orthwest,  that  refuses  to  sell  its 
food.  I  have  spoken  particularly  of  the  Florida  coast.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  coast  of  Florida  is  at  once  the  coast  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  Macon  is  as  near  to  Saint  Mark's  on  the  Gulf  as  to  Savannah 
on  the  Atlantic.  The  Sea  Islands  and  coast  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia are  equally  exposed  to  predatory  warfare;  but  while  they  have  each, 
say,  two  hundred  miles  of  sea-coast  only,  they  reach  back  into  the  moun- 
tains into  a  farming  country,  where  the  slave  element  does  not  predomi- 
nate, and  from  which  aid  may  be  drawn  to  the  lower  country  of  the 
coast. 

This  war  will  not  be  determined  by  a  single  pitched  battle  ^f  two  large 
armies.  There  will  be  the  line  of  the  Ohio,  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  the 
line  of  the  Atlantic  States,  and  the  line  of  the  Gulf  States.  Until  we 
can  take  the  ocean  with  a  navy  on  equal  terms  with  tlie  enemy — a  dis- 
tant day — the  conflict  on  these  two  last  must  be  at  the  water's  edge. 

France,  under  I^apoleon  I,  had  the  Army  of  the  Rhine,  the  Army  of 
Italy,  the  Army  of  Spain,  and  the  Army  of  England,  whicli  was  so  dex- 
terously transferred  to  Austerlitz.  It  will  probably  result  that  the  Con- 
federacy will  have  its  Army  of  the  Ohio,  its  Army  of  the  Potomac,  it-s 
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Army  of  the  Atlantic  States,  and  its  Army  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Florida  has  upward  of  seven  hundred  men  in  the  field  at  Pensacola. 
She  has  nearly  two  thousand  more  embodied  under  the  last  requisition 
of  the  War  Department,  equipped  by  the  State,  and  ready  to  march 
whenever  and  wherever  the  President  may  order.  She  stands  ready  to 
sustain  the  Government  and  the  war  with  her  utmost  strength.  She  asks 
in  return  that  her  sons  may  have  their  just  share  of  the  appointments 
to  military  service,  the  great  incentive  to  young  Southern  men.  On  her 
own  soil  or  on  any  other  soil  she  is  ready  to  do  her  duty.  Her  men  will, 
however,  turn  their  faces  from  their  homes  with  much  more  alacrity  if 
the  Government  shall  have  initiated  some  system  which  will  provide  as 
far  as  may  be  for  the  protection  of  her  coast. 

I  desire  lastly  to  speak  of  the  bays  of  Saint  Andrew  and  Saint  Joseph, 
in  West  Florida.  The  first  of  these  is  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Fort 
Pickens,  the  other  fifty  miles  further  east.  The  depth  of  water  is  at 
Saint  Andrew's  eighteen  feet,  at  Saint  Joseph's  twenty.  Both  afford  the 
means  of  penetrating  into  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia.  A  single 
battery  at  tbe  last-mentioned  place  would  defend  the  harbor  against 
incursions.  I  have  to  suggest  to  the  Department  that  a  competent 
engineer  be  sent  to  examine  these  bays  and  to  report  thereon. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  some  of  the  ports  of  Florida,  which  by  reason 
of  their  obscurity  are  not  yet  blockaded,  may  be  made  use  of  for  the  in- 
troduction of  arms  purchased  abroad.  Fernandina,  on  the  Atlantic,  and, 
in  case  of  impediment  there.  Saint  Andrew's  or  Saint  Joseph's,  would 
for  this  purpose  be  highly  important,  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  them  to 
your  attention  in  that  point  of  view. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  T.  WARD. 


Montgomery,  May  17, 1861. 
General  BRAOa,  Pensacola : 

Can  you  spare  from  Pensacola,  without  interfering  with  your  plans, 
a  ])ortion  of  your  infantry  for  Virginia  ?  If  so,  what  number,  and  will 
you  designate  the  regiment  ? 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Pensacola,  May  19,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

For  offensive  operations  I  require  all  I  have.     For  mere  defense  I  can 
send  three  regiments — one  from  Alabama  and  two  from  Georgia. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


I^[ayy-Yard,  Fla.,  May  28,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jeff.  Davis,  President  : 

Concurring  fully  in  your  suggestions,*  I  can  spare  twenty-five  hundred 
men  for  Virginia  and  can  start  them  immediately,  well  armed. 

BRAXTO]^  BRAGG. 


Not  found. 
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Tallahassee,  June  1, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

I  have  been  telegra;i)liing  you  «iuce  the  13th  ultimo  relative  to  the 
two  thousand  troops  raised  under  your  requisition.     We  have  batteries 
erected  at  several  points  on  the  coast,  requiring  at  least  two  regiments 
to  garrison.    If  Florida  is  to  take  care  of  herself,  say  so. 
EespectfuUy, 

M.  S.  PEEEY. 


Pensacola,  August  2,  1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Gener al  : 

General  Walker  has  been  ordered  to  Eichmond,  upon  certificate  of 
his  physician  that  it  is  dangerous  for  him  to  remain  here  longer.  He 
is  very  feeble  and  failing  daily.    Can  vou  possibly  supply  his  place  ? 

BEAXTOIST  BEAGG. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Atigust  4,  1861. 

General  B.  Braggt,  Commanding,  &c.,  Pensacola: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  *  has  been  received  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  President,  who  instructs  me  to  state  that  he  has  particularly 
noticed  your  suggestion  respecting  an  increase  of  force  to  your  command 
in  the  event  of  the  movement  indicated  by  you,  arid  to  inquire  how  soon 
you  think  you  would  need  the  increased  force,  and  at  what  point  you 
would  wish  it  to  be  assembled.  Our  present  limited  means  is  required 
to  re-enforce  where  attack  is  most  to  be  expected.  This  suggestion, 
however,  is  not  made  with  any  purpose  of  declining  a  compliance  with 
your  requisition,  but  simply  in  order  that  you  may  understand  our  neces- 
sities elsewhere. 

The  Ordnance  Department  has  been  instructed  to  increase  your  sup- 
ply of  ammunition  for  both  artillery  and  small-arms,  agreeably  to  your 
suggestion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  C.  S.  Troops, 

Wear  Pensacola,  Ma.,  August  8,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  :  Perhaps  you  would  like  to  hear  from  this  place,  once  of  so 
much  importance.  The  departure  of  General  W.  H.  T.  Walker  and  the 
sickness  of  Colonel  Clayton  have  for  a  time  placed  me  in  command  of 
the  Second  Brigade  here.  I  have  the  First  Alabama  Eegiment,  the 
Seventh  Alabama,  and  a  Georgia  battalion,  with  two  independent  com- 
panies, in  all  about  two  thousand  three  hundred  men,  with  Fort  Barran- 
cas and  three-iburths  of  all  the  batteries  at  this  place.  If  there  could 
be  a  fight  I  would  have  a  fair  chance  for  a  place  in  it  of  some  importance, 
but  we  look  for  nothing  of  the  kind  now.  I  believe  that  with  three  thou- 
sand additional  troops  Pickens  can  be  easily  taken,  certainly  with  five 

**Not  found.  Entered  in  Confederate  archives  as  referring  to  condition  of  affairs  ou 
Santa  Rosa  Island. 
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thousand.  We  have  much  sickness.  In  my  eight  infantry  companies 
there  are  two  hundred  on  sick-list.  In  First  Eegiment  three  hundred 
and  twenty-four  out  of  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  are  sick.  Not  so 
many  in  the  Georgia  battalion.  Our  troops  are  dispirited  by  inaction, 
desponding  at  the  thought,  that  they  will  never  have  a  fight.  I  have 
had  several  conversations  with  the  general,  and  find  that  he  is  regret- 
ting that  no  opportunity  could  be  afforded  him  on  the  field  of  Manassas 
to  show  his  ability  to  control  and  fight  an  army.  From  what  I  have 
seen  of  him  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  selection  for  this  command  has 
been  a  most  judicious  one.  The  army  has  throughout  great  confidence 
in  him. 

I  find  myself  a  good  deal  abused.  I  have  established  and  maintained 
so  far  order  and  discipline  in  my  regiment.  It  is  difficult  to  bring  vol- 
unteers down  to  a  soldier's  life,  but  we  cannot  succeed  without  it.  If 
all  the  regiments  at  Manassas  had  been  as  well  drilled  as  mine  we  would 
not  have  lost  so  many  men.  I  refer  to  General  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  who 
Avill  be  in  Eichmond,  as  to  my  regiment  and  how  we  are  doing. 

Well,  after  all  this  I  wish  to  say  that  if  Virginia  is  to  be  the  field  of 
fight,  that  Pensacola  is  a  fine  i^lace  for  a  school  of  instruction,  and  the 
Seventh  Eegiment  wants  to  graduate  in  about  fifteen  days  or  there- 
abouts, so  as  to  make  room  for  some  green  squad.  We  are  only  in  for 
twelve  months,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  stay  here  that  long,  but  I 
want  a  place  for  the  war.  Alabama  is  offering  many  troops.  I  believe 
that  I  can  take  charge  of  a  regiment  and  put  it  in  fighting  order  in  two 
months  or  less.  If  you  transfer  me  to  a  regiment  for  the  war.  Colonel 
Coltart  will  have  command  here.  He  is  a  fine  officer,  and  just  now  far 
more  popular  than  I  am  in  the  regiment.  If,  then,  Alabama  should 
offer  a  number  of  companies  sufficient  to  make  a  regiment,  for  which  no 
commander  has  been  selected,  I  ask  for  the  post,  to  be  transferred,  and 
I  refer  to  all  the  officers  of  this  Army,  regulars  and  volunteers,  as  to 
qualifications  in  drill  and  discipline. 

I  rejoice  over  Manassas  for  many  reasons,  and  over  the  valor  of  the 
Fourth  Eegiment  our  boys  have  shouted  time  and  again.  I  trust  that 
the  Government  will  find  all  their  efforts  crowned  with  success,  and 
when  we  shall  have  soundly  whipped  the  scoundrels  the  just  meed  of 
praise  will  certainly  be  given  to  the  man  who  in  his  office  is  laboring 
day  and  night  to  maintain  and  care  for  our  vast  Army.  May  Heaven 
bless  you  and  strengthen  you  for  your  great  labors. 
Truly,  your  friend, 

S.  A.  M.  WOOD. 


Headquarters  Third  Eegiment  Florida  Volunteers, 

Fort  Clinch^  near  Fernandma^  Amelia  Island^  August  12, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  Morton,  G.  T.  Ward,  J.  B.  Owens, 

or  L.  P.  Walker,  Bichmondj  Ya, : 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  been  recently  elected  and  commissioned  colonel 
of  this  regiment,  I  ask  that  you  will  give  your  attention  to  the  following 
views :  I  have  six  comi)anies  of  infantry  on  this  (Amelia)  island,  two  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Saint  John's,  and  two  at  Saint  Augustine.  On  this 
island  there  is  a  sort  of  battery,  but  incomplete.  The  guns,  four  in 
number,  6-pounders,  are  badly  mounted,  and  would  not  stand  continued 
firing.  I  regard  the  battery  and  guns  as  very  little  protection,  the 
range  of  the  guns  being  too  short  to  protect  the  channel.  I  have  heard 
that  forty  32-pounders  were  ordered  over  here,  also  a  competent  engi- 
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ueer.  I  hope  this  is  so.  This  will  satisfy  our  wishes  ou  this  point. 
Our  companies  here  are  composed  of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  men, 
more  than  enough  to  manage  the  guns  at  the  battery,  while  their  other 
duties  in  guarding  the  coast  will  give  them  ample  employment.  I  would, 
therefore,  ask  that  I  be  allowed  to  raise  an  artillery  company  of  sixty- 
four  men,  which  should  be  attached  to  this  regiment.  This  company  I 
could  raise  in  a  very  short  time.  But  more  important  to  the  defense  of 
this  island  than  anything  is  a  company  of  dragoons  or  mounted  men. 
This  island  has  a  sea  coast  stretching  along  the  Atlantic  eighteen  miles 
in  length,  at  any  point  of  which  the  enemy  could  land  any  number  of 
troops  in  surf-boats. 

The  enemy^s  war  vessels  are  in  sight  every  day ;  one,  supposed  to  be 
the  Yincennes,  having  on  Monday  burned  a  prize  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  shore.  They  also  anchored  on  last  Thursday  evening  within 
two  miles  of  the  shore,  opposite  this  town,  making  the  distance,  land 
and  water,  from  the  town  three  and  a  half  miles.  Now,  if  I  had  a  horse 
company  1  could  patrol  the  sea  beach,  and  they  could  not  land  without 
my  being  in  so  as  to  meet  them  at  the  place  of  landing.  With  a  cavalr^^ 
company  I  could  so  dispose  my  infantry  as  to  meet  them,  the  enemy, 
at  almost  any  point  they  may  attempt  to  land  5  but  with  only  six  com- 
panies on  the  island,  placing  one  of  these  at  the  battery,  then  you  have 
five  infantry  companies  to  protect  and  guard  a  coast  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  miles.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  a  company  of  dragoons  will  be 
allowed  me  in  addition  to  what  I  have  in  my  command.  I  regard  this 
as  absolutely  necessary  to  our  proper  defense,  and  ask  to  refer  you  to  a 
report  which  Captain  McEory  has  furnished  at  my  request,  he  having 
been  captain  of  a  volunteer  artillery  company  on  this  island. 

I  have  not  as  yet  visited  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  John's  or  Saint  Au- 
gustine, this  regiment  only  having  been  organized  on  the  11th  instant. 
As  soon  as  I  can  see  those  places  I  will,  if  necessary,  report  their  condi- 
tion. 

One  more  suggestion.  I  think  the  Georgia  and  Florida  Atlantic  coast 
ought  to  be  placed  under  one  command,  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
defenses  necessary  being  the 

[Letter  not  finished.] 

!Nr.  B. — I  have  no  drill  officers.  My  regiment  is  composed  entirely  of 
citizens.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  two  drill  officers  attached  to  this 
regiment  immediately.  If  I  cannot  have  them  sent  here  I  could  engage 
them  here  if  I  had  the  authority. 

Be  pleased  to  attend  to  this  without  delay,  and  believe  me,  yours, 
respectfully, 

W.  S.  DILWOETH, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Marianna,  Fla.,  August  16,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  have  recently  visited  Apalachicola  and  Saint  Vincent's  Island; 
examined  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  the  construction  of  the  fort, 
and  concur  in  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  inclosed  letter  from  Lieut. 
J.  A.  Alexander,  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by  me.  Citizens  of  Apala- 
chicola have  promised  to  furnish  the  teams.  Of  all  places  in  this  State 
Apalachicola  is  most  important  to  the  commercial  interests  of  Georgia, 
Alabama,  and  Florida,  and  at  present  is  in  a  condition  almost  defense- 
less.   Now  is  the  time  to  prepare  for  its  defense.    A  few  weeks  hence 
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may  be  too  late.  The  enemy  is  well  acquainted  with  the  localities,  and 
my'  opinion  is  that  it  they  shall  attempt  to  take  Apalachicola  they  will 
land  their  forces  for  the  purpose  between  Saint  Joseph's  Bay  and  the 
city.  If  successful  they  would  capture  all  the  vessels  in  port,  a  quantity 
of  provisions,  and  other  valuable  property,  and  having  cut  oft'  supplies 
from  the  troops  on  Saint  Vincent's  Island  would  create  a  necessity  for 
their  surrender.  It  is  not  probable  the  enemy  will  make  the  attack 
with  a  force  which  they  may  believe  insufficient  to  accomplish  these 
purposes. 

I  have  examined  with  care  the  face  of  the  country  six  miles  in  rear 
of  Apalachicola,  toward  Saint  Joseph's  Bay,  and  the  grounds  are  very 
favorable  for  defense  by  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry  j  and  if  no 
attack  shall  be  made  before  the  15th  of  October  I  will  endeavor  to  have 
State  troops  placed  in  suitable  positions  to  co-operate  successfully  with 
such  troops  as  may  be  there  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  sirj  yours,  &c., 

JOHE^  MILTOK 

If  an  officer  who  is  a  good  artillerist  could  be  sent  to  Apalachicola  he 
could  render  very  efficient  service  in  the  arrangement  of  cannon  and 
drilling  of  troops  to  use  them. 

[Inclosure.l 

Apalachicola,  August  10,  1861. 

General  Milton,  Governor  Elect  of  Florida : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of 
ten  teams  in  order  to  complete  the  fortifications  now  in  process  of  erec- 
tion on  Saint  Yincent's  Island,  and  in  addition  to  its  present  armament, 
viz,  four  32-pounders,  mounted  on  ship  carriages,  we  shall  require  four 
32-pounders  on  barbette  carriages,  and  two  24-pounders  on  siege  car- 
riages. For  the  defense  of  the  Saint  Joseph's  road,  we  shall  require  two 
24-pounders,  on  siege  or  field  carriages.  There  is  an  exceedingly  small 
supply  of  ammunition  here,  which  deficiency  it  is  necessary  to  remedy 
as  early  as  possible,  and  we  are  in  immediate  need  of  at  least  one 
thousand  friction  primers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  ALEXANDEE, 
Lieutenant^  0.  S,  Army, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond^  Va,,  August  17, 1861. 

General  Braxton  Bragg,  Commanding^  Pensacola ; 

General:  Your  requisition  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 
inclosed  with  letter  of  7th  August,  1861,  has  been  referred  to  the 
Bureau  of  Ordnance,  and  returned  with  report  that  there  are  no  guns. 
These  guns  have  been  specially  in  demand  for  Manassas,  and  great 
efibrts  are  being  made  to  supply  this  want.  With  regard  to  disposition 
of  the  company,  the  Secretary  of  War  decides  that  it  is  a  question 
whether  you  can  employ  it  advantageously  without  these  guns,  or 
whether  with  a  different  armament  it  might  not  serve  more  advantage- 
ously elsewhere,  which  your  discretion  can  determine. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  OHILTOI^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  August  19,  1861. 
Col.  W.  S.  DiL WORTH,  Fernandinaj  Fla.: 

Sir  :  The  attention  of  this  Department  has  been  aheady  directed  to 
the  importance  of  the  defense  of  the  harbor  of  Fernandina,  and  in  reply 
to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
artillery  such  as  you  desire  has  been  already  directed  to  be  forwarded 
to  you,  in  compliance  with  previous  requisitions  addressed  to  this  Depart- 
ment, and  it  is  hoped  it  may  arrive  in  time  to  meet  your  most  pressing 
exigencies. 

In  reply  to  your  further  propositions  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  an 
artillery  company,  if  organized  and  furnished  with  a  battery,  will  be 
accepted,  and  assigned  to  your  command  if  its  services  are  desired  by 
you ;  and  that  a  cavalry  company  also,  armed  and  furnishing  its  own 
horses,  will  be  accepted,  if  required,  and  assigned  to  your  command. 
EespectfuUy, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  August  30,  1861. 
Hon.  John  Milton,  Marianna^  Fla,  : 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  16th 
August,  covering  a  letter  from  Lieut.  J.  A.  Alexander,  relating  to  the 
defenses  of  Apalachicola,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
Brigadier-General  Grayson,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  has  been  assigned 
to  the  military  command  of  Florida,  and  will  report  in  full  to  this 
Department  the  necessities  of  that  State.  In  the  meanwhile  the  enemy 
will,  doubtless,  find  employment  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War, 


CHAPTER    V. 

THE  SECESSION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 


January  9-May  20,  1861. 


STUMCMIARY    Om    THE    I^RIlSrCIFAL    EA^EIN'TS. 

January    9,  1861. — Fort  Jolinston  seized  by  citizens  of  Smitliville,  N.  C. 

10,  1861. — Fort  Caswell  seized  by  citizens  of  Smitbville  and  Wilmington, 
N.  C. 
April       15,  1861. — Governor  of  North  Carolina  refuses  to  furnisb  quota  of  militia  to 
the  United  States. 
Fort  Macon  seized  by  State  troops. 
16,  1861. — Forts  Caswell  and  Johnston  seized  by  State  troops. 
22,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville  seized  by  State  troops. 
May        20,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Ordnance  Sergeant  James  Reilly,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  first  seizure  of  Fort 
Johnston. 

No.  2. — Ordnance  Sergeant  F.  Dardingkiller,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  first  seizure  of  Fort 
Caswell. 

No.  3. — Extract  from  annual  report  of  Capt.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Engineers,  of  the 
seizure  bf  Fort  Macon. 

No.  4. — Capt.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  Engineers,  of  the  second  seizure  of  Forts  Caswell 
and  Johnston. 

No.  5.— Bvt.  Maj,  S.  S.  Anderson,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  seizure  of  Fayette- 
ville Arsenal. 

No.  6. — Lieut.  J.  A.  De  Lagnel,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  seizure  of  Fayetteville 
Arsenal. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  James  Beilly^  Z7.  S.  Army,  of  the  first  seizure 

of  Fort  Johnston. 

Fort  Johnston,  K*0., 
January  9,  1861 — 9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  that  this  post  has  been  taken 

possession  of  this  morning  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  by  a  party  of  the  citizens  of 

Smithville,  N.  0.     They  came  to  my  door  at  the  time  above  stated  and 

demanded  the  keys  of  the  magazine  of  me.     I  told  them  I  would  not 
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give  up  the  keys  to  any  person  with  my  life.  They  replied  that  it  was 
no  use  to  be  obstinate,  for  they  had  the  magazine  already  in  their  posses- 
sion, and  that  they  had  a  party  of  twenty  men  around  it,  and  were 
determined  to  keep  it  j  if  not  by  fair  means,  they  would  break  it  open. 
I  considered  a  while  and  seen  it  was  no  use  to  persevere,  for  they  were 
determined  to  have  what  ordnance  stores  there  was  at  the  post.  I  then 
told  them  if  the}^  would  sign  receipts  to  me  for  the  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  at  the  post,  I  would  give  it  up  to  them.  (There  was  no 
alternative  left  me  but  to  act  as  I  did.)  They  replied  that  they  would 
do  so.  The  receipt  was  signed,  and  [they]  left  fifteen  men  in  charge  of 
the  post ;  the  remainder  proceeded  to  take  Fort  Caswell,  which  is  in 
their  possession  by  this  time.  I  do  not  know  what  arrangement  Ord- 
nance Sergeant  Dardingkiller  made  with  them. 

They  have  taken  out  of  the  magazine  at  this  post  nearly  all  the  musket 
cartridges  in  it ;  they  are  also  taking  the  guns  out  of  the  block-house  and 
mounting  them.  I  would  have  telegraphed  long  since,  had  1  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so,  to  the  Department,  but  I  could  get  no  means  of  going 
to  Wilmington — no  person  would  hire  me  their  horse  or  boat  for  that 
purpose.  Please  send  me  instructions  how  I  am  to  act  hereafter,  as 
there  is  expected  this  afternoon  300  men  from  Wilmington,  IST.  C,  to 
occupy  both  posts. 

They  have  not  as  yet  decided  what  to  do  with  me  or  Sergeant  Dar- 
dingkiller. I  expect  they  will  send  us  away  as  soon  as  they  get  some 
kind  of  an  organization  amongst  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  EEILLY, 
Ordnance  Sergeant^  U.  S.  Army, 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  U.  8.  Army^  Washington  Gity^  JD.  G. 


Fort  Johnston,  K  C, 
January  10,  1861 — 11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  wish  to  state  that  the  party  of  citizens  who  took 
possession  of  Forts  Johnston  and  Caswell  yesterday  has  perceived  their 
error.  It  seems  that  they  were  not  sustained  by  the  people  which  brought 
them  into  it,  or  caused  them  to  create  such  an  act  of  violence  against 
the  Federal  Government.  They  were  the  leaders  of  a  few  fanatics  in 
Wilmington,  who  sent  a  dispatch  to  this  place  that  the  Department  had 
ordered  the  revenue  cutter  forward  with  troops  to  garrison  Forts  Johns- 
ton and  Caswell,  and  that  they  should  take  possession  of  the  forts  before 
the  Federal  troops  should  arrive ;  that  they  would  assist  them  with  both 
men,  money,  and  provisions.    They  failed  to  do  so. 

Then  they  came  to  both  me  and  Sergeant  Dardingkiller  and  asked  us 
to  take  back  the  public  property.  I  answered.  Yes ;  if  there  was  none 
of  it  broken,  or  none  of  the  ammunition  expended.  It  was  returned  in 
good  order.  As  they  deprived  me  of  all  quick  communication  with  the 
Department,  so  that  I  might  receive  instructions  how  to  act,  I  thought 
to  do  as  I  did.  I  wanted  to  go  to  Wilmington  to  telegraph  this  busi- 
ness to  the  Department,  but  when  they  found  I  was  going  on  the 
schooner  that  runs  between  here  and  Wilmington  as  a  passenger  boat, 
the  passengers  chartered  the  boat  from  the  owners  to  prevent  me  from 
going.     I  hope  that  the  conduct  of  me  and  Sergeant  Dardingkiller  will 
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be  approved  by  the  Department,  as  we  took  the  responsibility  of  taking 
the  stores  back  for  the  best  interest  of  the  public  service. 

I  remain,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  EEILLY, 
Ordnance  Sergeant^  TJ.  S.  Army. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  TJ,  S.  Army^  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Ko.  2. 


Reports  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  Frederick  Bardinglciller^   TT.  S,  Army^  of 

the  first  seizure  of  Fort  Caswell. 

Fort  Caswell,  K.  C,  January  11, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  that  this  post  is  reoccupied 
by  a  party  of  citizens  from  Wilmington  and  Smithville.  They  took 
possession  at  7  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant.  The  individual 
who  represents  them  as  commanding  officer  is  a  Mr.  Hedrick,  fiom  Wil- 
mington ;  he  has  signed  receipts  to  me  for  all  the  ordnance  stores  at  the 
post,  and  is  using  such  of  them  as  he  needs. 

I  would  have  used  every  effort  to  communicate  this  matter  to  the  De- 
partment before  this,  only  that  Sergeant  Eeilly  was  pleased  to  write  on 
the  night  of  its  occurrence.  Please  send  me  instructions  how  I  am  to 
act,  and  if  I  am  to  receive  what  portion  of  the  stores  that  is  left  j  and 
how  I  am  to  expend  the  property  they  have  destroyed,  in  the  event  of 
my  receiving  the  'stores  back. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEEDEEICK  DAEDi:NrGKILLEE, 

Ordnance  Sergeant^  TJ.  S.  Army. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Fort  Caswell,  K  C,  January  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  most  respectfully  wish  to  state  that  the  party  of  citizens  who 
occupied  this  post  has  lett  this  day.  Mr.  Hedrick,  who  signed  receipts 
to  me  for  the  ordnance  stores,  has  returned  them  to  me  in  good  order, 
except  what  he  expended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  DAEDmGKILLEE, 
Ordnance  Sergeant,  U.  S.  Army. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General,  JJ.  S.  Army,  WashingUm,  D.  O. 


No.  3. 


Extract  from  annual  report  of  Capt.  John  G.  Foster,   JJ.  S.  Engineers, 
dated  October  1,  1861.     (Seizure  of  Fort  Macon.) 

#  ****** 

This  work  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops  of  the  State  of  Nortli 
Carolina  about  the  middle  of  April.     It  was  at  that  time  in  bad  repair  j 
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the  woodwork  ol'  the  quarters  and  barracks  and  of  one  of  the  draw- 
bridges required  renewing  and  painting ;  the  iron-work  and  door  and 
window  fastenings  were  much  rusted ;  the  shingled  interior  slope  was 
very  much  rotted,  and  the  masonry  in  many  places  required  repointing. 
The  embankment  of  the  causeway  needed  repairing,  and  the  bridge 
across  the  canal  to  be  rebuilt.  A  few  guns  (four/ 1  believe)  were 
mounted  on  the  southeast  or  sea  front,  but  the  carriages  were  decayed 
and  weak. 

The  site  of  Fort  Macon  was  tolerably  well  preserved  by  the  temporary 
brush  jetties  that  were  constructed  last  winter  for  this  purpose. 


No.  4. 


Reports  of  Capt.  John  G.  Foster ^  TJ.  S.  Engineers^  of  the  second  seizure  of 

Forts  Caswell  and  Johnston^ 

l^-R-w  York,  May  18,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  seizure  of  Fort  Caswell  by  the  Militia  of  ]N^orth  Carolina,  as 
they  are  reported  to  me  by  John  Eussell,  fort  keeper,  who  has  arrived 
in  this  city : 

The  fort  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Wilmington  Light  Infantry, 
Col.  John  Cantwell  commanding,  on  April  16.  The  force  was  subse- 
quently increased,  and  a  large  force  of  laborers  employed  to  mount  the 
guns ;  to  erect  temporary  quarters  on  the  terre-pleins  5  to  construct  a 
railway  from  the  wharf  to  the  fort ;  to  deepen  the  ditch  of  the  fort,  and 
to  erect  an  earthen  battery  about  one-half  mile  from  the  fort,  on  the 
beach,  opposite  the  bar. 

The  eighteen  guns  inside  the  fort  were  mounted,  and  four  others  of 
the  same  size  brought  there,  and  also  mounted,  beside  two  guns  at  the 
main  gates,  inside  the  fort.  A  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  and 
many  boxes  of  rifles  were  landed  and  stored  in  the  fort.  The  lights  in 
the  light-houses  and  beacons  are  put  out,  and  the  Frying-Pan  Shoal 
light-ship  removed.  A  schooner  was  sunk  in  the  new  inlet  to  obstruct 
the  channel,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  accomplish  this  completely,  as 
vessels  pass  in  and  out  by  it. 

Fort  Johnston  was  also  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  but  some 
excitement  had  arisen  from  the  occurrence  of  two  fires  simultaneously — 
one  inside  of  the  fort,  which  consumed  the  large  building  called  the 
hospital,  and  the  other  a  private  house  outside  of  the  walls.  Both 
were  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  incendiaries,  and  some  negroes  were 
suspected. 

The  troops  at  Fort  Caswell  were  actively  employed  in  preparing  for 
defense,  making  ball  cartridges,  &c.,  and  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  formerly 
of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  had  been  there  to  give  the  necessary  direc- 
tions as  a  major  of  Engineers  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Captain,  Engineers, 

General  Joseph  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer,  TJ,  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C, 
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Extract  from  annual  report^  dated  October  1,  1861. 


Fort  Casivell,  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  lUver^  J\".  0. — This  fort  was  taken 
possession  of  on  the  16th  of  Ai^ril,  1861,  by  a  militia  company  from  Wil- 
mington, ]Sr.  0.,  commanded  by  Mr.  John  Oantwell.  The  fort  keeper 
and  ordnance  sergeant  were  forced  to  leave,  and  all  public  i)roperty  in 
the  fort  and  at  Fort  Johnston,  Smithville,  jST.  C,  was  taken  possession  of. 

At  the  time  of  this  seizure  very  few  guns  were  inside  of  the  fort,  and 
these  were  of  inferior  calibers,  and  without  carriages  to  mount  them. 
The  gorge  of  the  main  work  and  the  right  flank  and  gorge  of  the  cov- 
ered way  were  without  traverse  circles  for  guns,  which  was  a  serious 
want,  as  these  parts  now  bear  more  directly  than  others  upon  the  chan- 
nel, which  has  shifted  on  the  bar  from  the  east  to  the  west  shore.  The 
fort  generally  was  in  good  repair,  having  been  quite  thoroughly  repaired 
two  years  since.  The  shot  furnaces  were  not  in  good  order,  and  required 
rebuilding,  as  is  also  the  case  with  those  at  Fort  Macon. 


Ko.  5. 


Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  S.  S.  Anderson^  Second  JJ.  S.  Artillery ^  of  the  seizure 
of  the  U.  8.  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  JSf.  G. 

Headquarters  Troops  ^orth  Carolina  Arsenal, 

Fayetteville,  JSf.  C,  April  23,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  arsenal  was  surrendered  to  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  yesterday,  on  demand  of  the  governor  of  the 
State,  which  demand  was  sustaijied  by  a  force  of  one  thousand  and  fifty 
rank  and  file  of  State  troops,  well  armed  and  equipped.  The  demand 
for  the  surrender  being  made,  supported  by  such  an  overwhelming  force, 
after  consulting  with  Captain  Bradford,  the  commander  of  the  arsenal, 
we  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  offer  a  resistance,  which  in  the  end  could 
be  of  no  avail  other  than  the  total  annihilation  of  my  command  (which 
at  the  time  consisted  of  only  forty-two  effective  muskets),  as  there  was 
no  i)robability,  or  possibility  I  may  say,  I  could  or  would  be  re-enforced. 
I  inclose  a  certified  copy  of  the  terms  agreed  upon  between  myself  and 
the  governor's  aide-de-camp  with  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  my  com- 
mand. 

I  have  to-day  ordered  Lieutenant  De  Lagnel  to  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  transportation  for  the  troops  to  one  of  the 
northern  posts. 

Captain  Bradford,  the  commander  of  the  arsenal,  and  on  whom  the 
demand  for  surrender  was  made,  has  made  an  official  report  *  to  the  chief 
of  his  corps,  which  embraces  all  the  particulars  regarding  the  surrender. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  ANDEESO:^f, 
Capt.j  Second  Artillery^  and  Bvt.  Maj.,  U,  S.  J..,  Comdg.  Troops, 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  B,  C. 

*Not  found. 
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[Inclosure.) 

Duplicate  of  the  terms  agreed  upon  between  Maj.  S.  S.  Anderson,  Sec- 
ond Artillery,  and  Warren  Winslow,  esq.,  on  the  part  of  Governor 
Ellis,  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  United  States  forces  now  stationed  at 
the  North  Carolina  Arsenal,  in  Fayetteville,  K.  C,  and  the  transfer  of 
the  United  States  property  to  the  State  authorities. 

1.  The  United  States  troops  now  composing  the  guard  at  the  United 
States  Arsenal  shall  be  permitted  to  march  out  with  their  arms,  and  all 
of  their  personal  and  company  property  of  every  description  whatsoever. 

2.  The  subsistence  stores  necessary  for  their  use  hence  to  their  ulti- 
mate destination  shall  be  taken  by  them. 

3.  The  United  States  troojjs  now  about  to  evacuate  the  arsenal  at  this 
place  shall  be  permitted  to  salute  (with  twenty-one  guns)  their  flag  be- 
fore it  is  lowered. 

4.  The  company  of  United  States  troops  now  here  shall  be  permitted 
to  retain  their  quarters,  and  be  unmolested  therein,  until  arrangements 
can  be  made  (which  will  be  immediately  done)  for  their  removal. 

5.  A  safe-conduct  shall  be  given  (pledging  therefor  the  good  faith  and 
honor  of  the  State  of  ISTorth  Carolina)  to  the  United  States  troops  now 
evacuating  the  United  States  Arsenal,  through  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, to  the  coast ;  nor  shall  they  be  molested  in  their  property  or  person 
while  within  the  limits  of  the  State  or  the  waters  thereof. 

6.  Every  facility  for  leaving  the  borders  of  North  Carolina  shall  be 
afforded  to  the  withdrawn  command,  nor  shall  any  impediment  be  thrown 
in  the  way  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 

7.  In  order  to  the  preservation  of  a  peaceful  condition  between  the 
parties  to  these  terms  of  agreement,  it  is  agreed  that  while  the  with- 
drawing United  States  forces  remain  necessarily  at  the  arsenal  awaiting 
transportation,  the  present  command  will  be  permitted  to  act  as  a  guard, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  preserving  good  order  and  decorum  within  their 
own  command. 

8.  With  a  desire  to  avoid  unnecessarily  wounding  and  paining  the 
feelings  or  sense  of  honor  of  the  parties  to  these  terms  of  agreement,  no 
flag  will  be  hoisted  on  the  staff  at  the  arsenal,  or  within  the  limits  of 
the  Government  grounds,  until  the  departure  of  the  troops,  excepting 
the  necessary  raising  of  the  North  Carolina  or  Confederate  flag,  in  token 
of  evacuation  by  the  one  party  and  possession  by  the  other  party. 

On  the  part  of  the  governor  of  North  Carolina,  these  terms  were  fully 
assented  to. 

WAEEEN  WINSLOW, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
S.  S.  ANDEESON, 

Cwpt^  Second  Artillery^  Bvt,  Maj.y  U.  S.  A,,  Comdg.  Troops. 
Fayetteville,  A]^ril  22,  1861. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Lieut,  J.  A.  Be  Lagnel,  Secoftd  U.  S,  Artillery,  of  the  seizure  of 
the  IT.  S.  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  JSf.  G. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor, 

May  7,  18G1. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  ijiformation  of  the 
General-in  Cliief,  my  arrival  at  this  post  with  Company  D,  Second  Ai- 
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tillery.  It  will  be  proper  to  state,  in  this  connection,  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  change  of  station  has  been  made,  and  with  that  view 
1  will  copy  the  remarks  indorsed  upon  the  muster  rolls  and  company 
return  for  the  past  month : 

On  April  22,  1861,  the  United  States  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  was  surrendered 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  upon  a  demand  being  made  by  the  governor  of  the 
State,  backed  by  a  force  of  between  one  thousand  and  one  thousand  one  hundred  men, 
well  armed  and  equipped,  having  also  several  pieces  of  iield  artillery.  The  number 
of  the  effective  United  States  forces  was  forty-two.  The  weakness  of  the  command, 
the  hopelessness  of  relief,  the  distance  from  the  coast,  and  the  want  of  supplies, 
which  had  been  cut  off,  rendered  the  surrender  a  military  necessity. 

The  command  left  the  arsenal  (with  arms,  company  and  personal 
property)  on  April  27,  1861,  and  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  April  28, 1861, 
on  the  schooner  Charles  Dennis,  and  reached  Fort  Hamilton  on  the 
morning  of  May  7,  1861.  Having  no  accurate  copy  of  the  terms  of 
surrender,  I  can  only  give  in  substance  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
withdrawal  of  the  garrison  and  the  transfer  of  the  property  was  effected. 
As  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  they  were  as  follows: 

First.  That  the  troops  composing  the  guard  at  the  United  States 
Arsenal  should  be  allowed  to  march  out,  retaining  their  personal  and 
company  property  of  every  description  whatsoever. 

Second.  That  the  subsistence  stores  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
mand should  be  taken  by  them. 

Third.  That  the  flag  should  be  saluted  before  being  lowered. 

Fourth.  That  the  command  should  be  permitted  to  occupy  their  ac- 
customed quarters  until  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  the  troops 
could  be  made. 

Fifth.  That  a  safe-conduct  should  be  given  to  the  withdrawn  com- 
mand for  their  protection  through  the  State  to  the  coast. 

Sixth.  That  every  facility  should  be  afforded  for  the  quiet,  unmo- 
lested, and  speedy  removal  of  the  United  States  troops. 

Seventh.  That,  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  discipline  in 
the  command,  the  United  States  troops  should  continue  to  act  as  a 
guard  until  their  withdrawal ;  maintain  their'  guards  and  sentinels  as 
before. 

Eighth.  That  during  the  stay  of  the  United  States  troops  at  the 
arsenal,  awaiting  transportation,  no  flag  should  be  hoisted  on  the  stafl' 
or  within  the  Government  inclosure,  except  the  necessary  raising  of 
the  ^N'orth  Carolina  or  Confederate  flag,  on  taking  possession  by  the  one 
party  and  surrender  by  the  other. 

Such,  sir,  are,  I  believe,  the  facts  attending  the  presence  of  my  com- 
pany at  this  place ;  but,  given  from  recollection  altogether,  there  may 
be  some  inaccuracies,  which  will  be  corrected  upon  the  reception  of  the 
report  of  the  officers  commanding,  respectively,  the  arsenal  and  the 
guard. 

With  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  De  LAGNEL, 
First  Lieutenantj  Second  Artillery,  Comdg.  Go,  B, 

Col.  H.  L.  Scott, 

Aide-de-camp,  Headquarters  Army,  New  York, 
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COREESPONDENOE  AND  ORDERS  RELATING  TO  AFFAIRS 
IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  FROM  OCTOBER  20,  1860,  TO  MAY 
20,  18G1. 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Baleiglij  November  19,  1800. 
Hon.  John  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  this  department  to 
the  Charlotte  (N.  C.)  Bulletin,  relative  to  a  late  movement  of  United 
States  troops  to  Fayetteville,  in  this  State.  I  avail  myself  of  the  occa- 
sion to  say  that  a  publication  of  the  reasons  that  influenced  the  admin- 
istration to  send  United  States  troops  lC  Fayetteville  is  due  to  the 
executive  and  the  people  of  North  Carolina.  Si^ch  a  measure  is  here 
notoriously  unnecessary,  and  has  produced  no  litiic  irritation  in  the 
public  mind.  Their  immediate  removal  would  be  a  proper  and  politic 
step,  and,  if  the  Government  has  any  other  use  for  them,  one  that  would 
conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  public  service.  I  ask,  therefore,  that 
these  troops  be  removed. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Executive  Office, 

BaleigJi^  November  IQ^  l^%(i. 
Col.  E.  H.  Britton,  Editor  Bulletin  : 

Sir  :  In  to  day's  Bulletin  I  find  an  extract  from  the  Norfolk  Herald, 
in  which  it  is  stated  as  a  rumor  that  the  President  had  ordered  a  com- 
pany of  United  States  troops  to  Fayetteville  at  the  *'  solicitation  of  the 
governor  of  North  Carolina." 

I  wish  to  say  through  your  columns  that  I  had  no  previous  knowledge 
of  the  President's  intention  to  send  such  troops  to  Fayetteville,  and  cer- 
tainly never  made  any  such  request  of  him.  I  know  nothing  of  his  pur- 
poses in  doing  so,  and  regard  the  measure  as  wholly  unnecessary  within 
itself,  and  at  this  time  exceedingly  imprudent,  as  tending  to  increase 
the  irritation  of  the  public  mind. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  November  22, 1860. 
His  Excellency  John  W.  Ellis, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina^  Baleigh  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  19th  instant,  inquiriiig  the  reasons  for  stationing  troops  at 
the  United  States  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  and  urging  their  immediate 
removal.  In  reply,  I  beg  to  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  mayor  of  Fayetteville,  accompanied  by  petitions  from 
sundry  citizens  of  that  town,  requesting  that  the  troops  in  question 
might  be  stationed  there  for  the  protection  of  the  arms  and  ammunition 
at  the  post. 

I  regret  that  the  movement  of  troops,  made  at  considerable  expense 
to  the  United  States,  and  intended  alone  to  give  a  sense  of  security  to 
31  R  R 
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the  feeliogs  of  the  people  who  applied  for  the  guard,  should  have  been 
considered  by  the  executive  of  IsTorth  Carolina  as  a  ground  of  complaint. 
It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  remove  the  troops  from  the  arsenal  at 
your  request,  particularly  as  their  services  are  mnch  needed  elsewhere. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure  Ko.  1.] 

Town  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 

Octoher  20,  1860. 
J.  A.  J.  Bradford,  Captain,  U.  S.  Army^ 

Gommanding  U.  8.  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  paper  presented  to  me  this  morning 
asking  that  application  be  made  for  a  company  of  United  States  soldiers 
to  be  in  charge  at  the  arsenal  under  your  command.  The  high  standing 
in  point  of  respectability  and  influence  of  the  parties  whose  names  ap- 
pear to  the  paper  entitles  it  to  every  respect,  and  induces  me  to  submit 
the  subject  to  your  consideration. 

In  submitting  the  application  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  an  excited 
state  of  feeling  in  the  community,  originating,  as  is  alleged,  in  a  sense 
of  insecurity  because  of  the  large  amount  of  arms  and  munition  at  your 
post,  without  adequate  force  for  their  protection.  This  fact  strongly 
suggests  that  something  should  be  done  to  allay  apprehensions  certainly 
existing,  whether  with  or  without  sufficient  cause.  I  suppose  it  is  the 
expectation  of  the  applicants  that  I  communicate  directly  with  the  De- 
partment at  Washington  on  the  subject.  I  deemed  it  proper,  and  cer- 
tainly respectful,  to  submit  the  request  to  you  as  the  officer  in  command 
at  the  post  referred  to,  for  the  reason  that  the  Department  would  most 
likely  consult  your  judgment  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  force  asked  for, 
and  for  the  further  reason  that  by  so  doing  it  would  be  most  likely  to 
insure  a  more  speedy  reply  to  the  application. 

Hoping  I  may  be  enabled  through  you  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply  to 
the  applicants  as  early  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  allow, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AECHIBALD  McLEAN,  Mayor. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Fayetteville,  Octoher  20, 1860. 

Archibald  McLean,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  Town  of  Fayetteville  : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  deem  it  important  that  there  should  be  a  com- 
pany of  United  States  soldiers  in  charge  of  the  United  States  Arsenal  at 
this  place,  and  desire  that  you  make  the  necessary  application  for  them 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

S.  J.  HINSDALE  et  al. 

[Inclosure  !No.  3.] 

Fayetteville,  N.  0.,  Octoher  23,  1860. 
A.  McLean,  Esq.,  Mayor: 

Sir  :  We,  the  undersigned,  having  ai)pended  our  names  to  a  request 
to  you  as  mayor  of  our  town,  to  make  application  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  Washington  for  a,  company  of  United  States  soldiers  to  act  as 
a  guard  to  the  II.  S.  Arsenal  located  at  this  place,  and  having  seen  the 
correspondence  that  took  ])lace  between  Oai)t.  J.  A.  A.  Bradford,  the 
liighly  worthy  ofhcer  in  command  there,  and  yourself  in  relation  to  the 
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matter,  we  wish  most  respectfully  to  add  in  th'is  paper  some  of  the 
reasons  moving  us  in  the  course  we  have  pursued.  Captain  Bradford 
mentions  in  his  note  to  you  that  the  petitioners  do  not  state  to  him  that 
the  works  are  menaced  from  any  quarter,  and  further,  that  beyond  that 
he  has  never  heard  of  any.  We  grant  all  that.  We  know  of  no  open 
attack  that  is  meditated  upon  the  arsenal.  If  we  did,  we,  as  citizens  of 
Fayetteville  and  ISTorth  Carolina,  would  know  how  to  meet  it.  The  raid 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  all  subsequent  events  in  the  South,  teach  us 
that  all  mischief  comes  (and  is  to  be  especially  dreaded  on  that  ac- 
count) without  menace.  If  any  attempt  is  made  on  lives  and  property, 
it  will  not  be  m.ade  with  light  of  daj^  and  with  a  warning  beforehand, 
but  at  the  dead  hour  of  night,  when  all  are  unsuspecting.  And  when 
we  look  about  to  know  what  means  the  assassin  has  at  hand  to  enable 
him  to  carry  out  his  dreadful  designs,  we  find  them  stored  up  in  im- 
mense quantities  at  our  very  doors,  in  the  shape  of  United  States  mus- 
kets, swords,  pistols,  &c.,  with,  as  we  are  informed,  large  quantities  of 
powder,  with  one  single  man  standing  as  guard.  We  think  our  request 
not  an  unreasonable  one,  when  we  i^lace  it  i)urely  on  the  assumption 
that  you  place  it — where  there  are  arms  there  should  be  a  guard  to  pro- 
tect them,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  any  i^eculiar  state  of 
affairs,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  in  the  close  that  these  views  of 
things  grow  out  of  the  events  most  especially  that  had  taken  place 
within  a  year  all  over  the  South,  and  that  all  these  unfortunate  unto- 
ward events  have  come  at  all  times  without  a  menace. 

Entertaining  these  views,  we  respectfully  request  that  you  make 
application  to  the  War  Department  for  a  company  of  soldiers  as  before 
suggested. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  G.  MATTHEWS  et  al, 

finclosure  No.  4.] 

North  Carolina  Arsenal, 

Fayetteville^  October  22,  1860. 

Archibald  McLean,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  Town  of  Fayetteville  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication,  dated 
the  20th  instant,  accompanying  a  request  from  many  citizens  of  the 
town  that  a  company  of  troops  might  be  ordered  to  this  post  to  guard 
the  public  property  in  deposit  here.  ]!^either  in  the  i)aper  of  request 
nor  m  your  communication  is  there  intimation  of  any  menace  against  my 
post,  nor  have  I  intimation  of  any.  I  can  see  no  necessity,  therefore, 
for  the  presence  of  troops  here  at  this  time. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  A.  J.  BEADFOED, 

Captain^  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

Town  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C, 

October  25,  1860. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Floyd,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  their  wishes  I  indorse  the  request  submitted 
to  me  by  a  number  of  our  most  respectable  citizens,  setting  forth  their 
reasons  for  asking  tliat  troops  may  be  put  in  charge  of  the  United 
States  Arsenal  at  this  place.  Concurring  generally  in  the  view  that 
wherever  tlierc  is  a  large  dej)ository  of  arms  and  munition  there  sliould 
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be  adequate  force  for  their  ])rotection,  1  respectfully  submit  the  petition 
for  your  consideration.  I  may  mention  that  the  subject  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  worthy  officer  in  command,  and  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
inclosed  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  us. 

Hoping  the  subject  may  command  your  early  attention, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AEGHIBALD  McLEAN,  Mayor. 

[Inclosuro  No.  C] 

War  Department,  October  27,  1860. 

Hon.  Archibald  McLean,  Mayor,  Fayetteville^  N.  C.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant  at  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Fuller,  and  at  once  reply  by  saying  that  the  guard  you 
desire  shall  be  furnished  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done.  There  may  be  delay 
in  meeting  your  wishes  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  troop's 
that  are  available  at  once. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure  No.  7.]  , 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  B.  (7.,  November  1,  1860. 

Lieut.  Gen.  WinField  Scott,  General-in-Chief  JJ.  8.  Army : 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  requests  that  you  will  please  give 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  company  of  Second  Artillery  now  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  ]N".  Y.,  to  proceed  to  Fayetteville,  IN".  0.,  and  take  post  at  the 
North  Carolina  Arsenal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant- General. 


RaleiGtH,  [N'.  C,  January  10, 1861. 
Hon.  Warren  Yv^inslow  : 

Call  on  General  Scott  j  demand  of  him  to  know  if  he  intends  to  gar- 
rison the  l^orth  Carolina  forts.    Reply  immediately. 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 


Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  January  12,  1861. 
His  Excellency  James  Buchanan, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir  :  Reliable  information  has  reached  this  Department  that  on  the 
9th  instant  Forts  Johnston  and  Caswell  were  taken  possession  of  by  State 
troops  and  persons  resident  in  that  vicinity,  in  an  irregular  manner. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  this  information  I  immediately  issued  a  military 
order  requiring  the  forts  to  be  restored  to  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  which  order  will  be  executed  this  day. 

My  information  satisfies  me  that  this  popular  outbreak  was  caused  by 
a  report  very  generally  credited,  but  which,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  I 
hope  is  not  true,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  administration  to  coerce 
the  Southern  States,  and  that  troops  were  on  their  way  to  garrison  the 
Southern  forts  and  to  begin  the  work  of  oui  subjugation.  This  impres- 
sion is  not  yet  erased  from  the  i)ublic  mind,  which  is  deeply  agitated  at 
the  bare  contemplation  of  so  great  an  indignity  and  wrong,  and  I  now 
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most  earnestly  appeal  to  your  Excellency  to  strengthen  my  hands  in  my 
efforts  to  preserve  the  public  order  here  by  placing  it  in  my  power  to 
give  public  assurances  that  no  measures  of  force  are  contemplated 
towards  us. 

Your  Excellency  will  therefore  j)ardon  mc  for  asking  whether  the 
United  States  forts  in  this  State  will  be  garrisoned  with  Federal  troops 
during  your  administration  ?  This  question  I  ask  in  i)erfect  respect,  and 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  prevent  consequences  which  I  know  would  be 
regretted  by  your  Excellency  as  much  as  myself.  Should  I  receive 
assurances  that  no  troops  will  be  sent  to  this  StaAe  prior  to  4th  March 
next,  then  all  will  be  peace  and  quiet  here,  and  the  property  of  the 
United  States  will  be  fully  protected  as  heretofore.  If,  however,  I  am 
unable  to  get  such  assurances,  I  will  not  undertake  to  answer  for  the 
consequences. 

The  forts  in  this  State  have  long  been  unoccupied,  and  their  being 
garrisoned  at  this  time  will  unquestionably  be  looked  upon  as  a  hostile 
demonstration,  and  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  certainly  resisted. 

Believing  your  Excellency  to  be  sincerely  desirous  of  preserving  peace 
and  preventing  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  your  countrymen,  I  have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  yourself,  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  I^orth  Carolina, 
to  make  the  foregoing  inquiry,  and  to  acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  the 
public  mind  here. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 


War  Department,  January  15, 1861. 

To  his  Excellency  John  W.  Ellis, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina^  Raleigh : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  has  by  him  been  referred  to  this  Department,  and  he 
instructs  me  to  express  his  gratification  at  the  promptitude  with  which 
you  have  ordered  the  expulsion  of  the  lawless  men  who  recently  occu- 
pied Forts  Johnston  and  Caswell.  He  regards  this  action  on  the  part 
of  your  Excellency  as  in  complete  harmony  with  the  honor  and  patriotic 
character  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  whom  you  so  worthily  repre- 
sent. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  President  to 
garrison  the  forts  of  North  Carolina  during  his  administration,  I  am 
directed  to  say  that  they,  in  common  with  the  other  forts,  arsenals,  and 
public  property  of  the  United  States,  are  in  the  charge  of  the  President, 
and  that  if  assailed,  no  matter  from  what  quarter  or  under  what  pre- 
text, it  is  his  duty  to  iirotect  them  by  all  the  means  which  the  law  has 
X^laced  at  his  disposal.  It  is  not  his  purpose  to  garrison  the  forts  to 
which  you  refer  at  present,  because  he  considers  them  entirely  safe,  as 
heretofore,  under  the  shelter  of  that  law-abiding  sentiment  for  which  the 
people  of  North  Carolina  have  ever  been  distinguished.  Should  they, 
however,  be  attacked  or  menaced,  with  danger  of  being  seized  and  taken 
from  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  he  could  not  escape  from  his 
constitutional  obligations  to  defend  and  preserve  them.  The  very  satis- 
factory and  patriotic  assurances  given  by  your  Excellency  justify  him, 
however,  in  entertaining  the  confident  expectation  that  no  such  con- 
tingency will  arise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT,  ' 
Secretary  of  War  a^fl  interim. 
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[Washington,  3Iarch  19,  1861.] 
Governor  John  W.  Ellis,  Ealeigh,  N.  C.  : 

It  is  believed  tbat  the  North  Carolina  forts  will  immediately  be  gar> 
risoned  by  Lincoln. 

T.  L.  GLINGMA]^. 


EALEian,  K  0.,  April  15,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Camejron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  dispatch*  is  received,  and  if  genuine,  which  its  extraordinary 
character  leads  me  to  doubt,  I  have  to  say  in  reply  that  I  regard  the  levy 
of  troops  made  by  the  administration  for  the  purpose  of  subjugating  the 
States  of  the  South  as  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  a  gross  usur- 
pation of  power.  I  can  be  no  party  to  this  wicked  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  country,  and  to  this  war  upon  the  liberties  of  a  free  people.  You 
can  get  no  troops  from  North  Carolina.  I  will  reply  more  in  detail  when 
your  call  is  received  by  mail. 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS, 
Governor  of  North  Carolina. 


Montgomery,  April  22,  1861. 
Gov.  J.  W.  Ellis,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

Sir  :  Your  patriotic  response  to  the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  troops  to  coerce  the  Confederate  States  justifies  the 
belief  that  your  people  are  prepared  to  unite  with  us  in  repelling  the 
common  enemy  of  the  South. 

Virginia  needs  our  aid.  I  therefore  request  you  to  furnish  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry  without  delay  to  rendezvous  at  Richmond,  Ya.     It  must 

consist  of  ten  companies,  of  not  less  than  sixty-four  men  each.t 

#  #  #        .        #  *  #  # 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Wilmington,  N.  C,  April  22,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Provisional  Army,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  find  myself  installed  here  in  command  of  the 
defenses  of  Cape  Fear;  to  be  sure,  by  commission  from  the  governor, 
but  in  a  babel  of  confusion,  to  which  Morris  Island  and  Charleston  Har- 
bor were  child's  play.  Without  having  had  the  advantage  of  you  for 
my  exemplar  during  the  past  six  trying  weeks,  I  would  be  utterly  at  a 
loss.  The  worst  is  I  have  nothing  to  work  with.  Can  you  not  cause 
to  be  sent  me  a  few  hundred  fuses  for  the  8-inch  shells  ?  We  have 
shells  enough  here  at  the  railroad  depot ;  also,  some  boxes  of  friction 
tubes  with  lanyards.  Besides,  I  desire  very  much  the  sponge  staves 
and  various  implements  belonging  to  the  guns  you  have  lent  us.  This 
would  be  a  great  favor. 

I  have  started  all  the  ladies  to  making  cartridge  bags  and  sand  bags, 
and  that  keeps  their  little  hearts  quiet.     I  want  Gomez  to  send  me 

*  Calling  for  two  regiments  of  militia.  That  call,  and  responses  thereto,  will  appear 
in  Vol.  I,  3d  Series. 

t  DetaHs  of  organization  omitted. 
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diciwiugs  of  the  columbiad  i)liitforni  and  carriage,  and  of  the  32  and 
24  j)onnder  carriage  barbett(^  Please  to  examine  whether  it  is  possible 
to  spare  ns  one  hundred  i)ounds  of  24-grape.  We  luive  tlie  arsenal 
to-day.  Would  Allston  (Ben.)  come  over  here  with  me"?  My  kindest 
regards  to  all.     * 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 

P.  S. — I  try  to  be  as  cool  and  patient  as  you  are,  but  it  is  awful  hard 
work.  They  are  military  in  South  Carolina.  Here  they  are  willing 
enough,  but  the  military  has  yet  to  grow. 


Ealeigh,  April  24,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

You  shall  have  from  one  to  ten  thousand  volunteers  in  a  few  days, 
with  arms,  and  I  v/ish  them  to  go  as  State  trogips.  Many  of  our  men 
will  enlist  in  Confederate  Army.  Will  have  a  regiment  ready  in  four 
days.  Funds  will  be  required  for  transportation,  as  I  cannot  lawfully 
draw  on  the  State  treasury  for  this  purpose.  I  am  anxious  to  send  at 
least  three  regiments.  Our  legislature  will  meet  in  few  days.  I  will 
not  await,  however. 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 

Montgomery,  April  25,  1861. 
Gov.  J.  W.  Ellis,  Ealeigh,  N'.  G.  : 

I  shall  have  to  supply  with  arms  three  regiments  from  Tennessee 
and  one  from  Arkansas  that  rendezvous  at  Lynchburg,  Ya.  Can  you 
send  this  Government  two  thousand  percussion  muskets  to  be  sent  to 
Lynchburg  ? 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Ealeigh,  April  25,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

Arms  at  Fayetteville  off  the  railroad.  Two  thousand  percussion 
muskets  are  at  your  service  soon  as  can  be  procured.  Where  will  you 
have  them  sent? 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 


Montgomery,  April  25,  1861. 

Gov.  J.  W.  Ellis,  Raleigh^  ISf,  G.  : 

Am  much  obliged  for  the  muskets,  and  request  that  you  send  them 
to  Richmond,  Ya.,  to  my  address  as  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate 
States.  The  troops  to  be  supplied  by  North  Carolina  will  rendezvous 
at  Richmond.  Transportation  provided  by  the  Government.  Let  me 
know  when  they  will  be  ready. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Montgomery,  April  25,  1861. 
Gov.  J.  W.  Ellis,  Ealeigh,  N.  G. : 

Major  Whiting  writes  from  Wilmington  that  he  needs  one  thousand 
muskets  and  accouterments,  and  one  hundred  rounds  ammunition  from 
Fayetteville  Arsenal. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 
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Raleigh,  Ajwil  26,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

I  have  sent  Colouel  Holmes  to  take  command  of  coast  defei^ses,  with 
full  instructions.  I  regard  the  Cape  Fear  as  perfectly  secure.  He  can 
judge  of  that,  however. 

JOHIsr  W.  ELLIS. 


Headquarters  Coast  Defenses, 

Wilmi7igton,  JST.  0.,  Ain-il  29,  1861., 
Secretary  Walker  : 

Can  you  authorize  the  transfer  from  Norfolk  navy-yard  of  twenty  old 
pattern  carronades,  to  be  used  for  flank  defense  guns  and  against  boats'? 
Respectable  merchants  just  from  isTew  York  report  the  preparation  of 
number  of  liglit  steaniers  for  Korth  Carolina  sounds.  Carronades  greatly 
needed.     Plenty  in  Norfolk. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 


Richmond,  April  29, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  governor  to  say  that  some  days  since  he  fur- 
nished to  an  agent  of  Governor  Ellis  such  ordnance  as  he  asked  for. 
Do  you  want  the  twenty  [old]  pattern  carronades,  in  addition  to  what  was 
sent  governor  of  North  Carolina,  forwarded  to  Major  Whiting  at  Wil- 
mington ? 

S.  BASSETT  FRENCH, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  Governor  of  Virginia. 


Raleigh,  May  1,  1861. 
Jefferson  Davis  : 

Convention  bill  passed;  also  a  resolution  authorizing  me  to  send 
troops  to  Virginia  at  once  without  limit.  Our  mint  at  Charlotte  will 
coin  for  the  Confederate  Government  if  desired.  Ships  of  war  are  hov- 
ering on  our  coast  near  the  Cape  Eear.  Design  unknown.  I  am  pre- 
paring to  manufacture  percussion  caps.  Will  succeed.  More  troops  are 
offering  than  we  can  provide  for. 

JOHN  W.  ELLIS. 


Raleigh,  May  17,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

I  have  already  sent  nine  thousand  five  hundred  muskets  to  Rich- 
mond. Cannot  possibly  spare  more.  Virginia  has  already  more  guns 
than  men.  North  Carolina  has  not.  I  must  beg  of  you  to  accept  four  regi- 
ments of  twelve-months'  men.  They  are  now  in  camp.  Two  regiments 
are  on  their  way  to  Richmond.     Please  answer. 

JNO.  W.  ELLIS. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  3fay  17,  1861. 

Gov.  J.  W.  Ellis,  Raleigh,  N^,  C.  : 

Will  take  your  four   regitoents.     Please  advise  when  they  leave. 
Order  them  to  Richmond  without  delay. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


CHAPTER     VI. 

THE  SECESSION  OF  LOUISIANA. 


January  10-February  19,  1861. 


SU]VI1MA.R,Y    OF   THE   FRIIS^CII'^II.    EA^EIN'TS. 

January    10,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  and  Barracks  at  Baton  Rouge  seized. 
11,  1861. — Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip  seized. 
14,  1861.— Fort  Pike  seized. 
^      26,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted. 
28,  1861. — Fort  Macomb  seized. 

United  States  x3roperty  in  the  hands  of  Army  officers  seized  at  New 
Orleans. 
F*ebruary  19,  1861.— United  States  i^aymaster's  office  at  New  Orleans  seized. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Bvt.  Maj.  Joseph  A.  Haskin,  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  of  the  seizure  of  the  U.  S. 
Arsenal  and  Barracks  at  Baton  Rouge. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  John  W.  Todd,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department,  of  the  seizure  of  the 
arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge. 

No.  3. — Ordnance  Sergeant  H.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  Saint  Philip. 

No.  4. — Ordnance  Sergeant  D.  Wilber,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort  Macomb. 

No.  5. — Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Abraham  C.  Myers,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  of 
the  seizure  of  public  property  in  the  hands  of  Army  officers  at  New  Orleans. 

No.  6. — Maj.  Albert  J.  Smith,  paymaster,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  his  office  at 
New  Orleans. 

No.  7. — Extracts  from  the  message  of  the  governor  of  Louisiana  to  the  State  legisla- 
ture, January  22,  1861. 

ISTo.  1. 

Reports  of  Bvt  Maj,  Joseph  A.  HasJcin,  First  U,  S.  Artillery,  of  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  and  Barracks  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Baton  Rouge,  January  10, 1861. 

The  barracks  and  arsenal  at  this  i)lace  were  surrendered  this  after- 
noon at  5  p.  m.,  upon  demand  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  backed  by 
a  very  superior  force.    Instructions  asked  where  to  proceed. 

J.  A.  HASKm, 
Brevet  Major,  TI.  S.  Army, 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U,  8.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. 
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Baton  Rouge  Barracks,  La., 

January  11,  1861. 

Colonel  :  It  is  my  paiuful  duty  to  aimomice  to  you  tlie  surreuder  of 
the  arsenal  and  barracks  at  this  place  to  the  governor  of  this  State. 

The  governor  collected  a  large  force  in  the  city  here  yesterday,  and 
about  5  p.  uj.  sent  me,  by  his  aides-de-camp,  Colonels  Bragg  and  Ta>>4or, 
a  summons,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  inclose. 

Having  no  assurance  of  re-enforcements  or  supi)ort,  I  deemed  it  proper, 
after  consulting  with  the  officers  here,  to  yield  to  the  demand.  I  also 
inclose  a  copy  of  the  paper  signed  this  morning. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  HASKII^, 
Brevet  Major,  and  Captain,  First  Artillery. 

Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Generql  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  JD.  G. 

P.  S. — I  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday  for  orders,  and  shall  take  the 
first  boat  I  can  for  Cairo  without  I  receive  contrary  orders. 

J."  A.  HASKIN, 
Brevet  Major,  and  Captain,  First  Artillery. 

[In  closures.  I 

Executive  Office, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  January  10,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  safety  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  demands  that  I  take  pos- 
session of  all  Government  property  within  her  limits.  You  are,  there- 
fore, summoned  hereb}^  to  deliver  up  the  barracks,  arsenal,  and  pirblic 
property  now  under  your  command. 

With  the  large  force  at  my  disposal  this  demand  will  be  enforced. 
Any  attempt  at  defense  on  your  part  will  be  a  rash  sacrifice  of  life. 
The  highest  consideration  will  be  extended  to  yourself  and  command. 

THOMAS  O.  MOORE, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  Militia  of  Louisiana. 

The  CoMMANDiNO  Officer, 

Baton  Rouge  Barraclcs,  Baton  Rouge,  Lar 

Articles  of  agreement  between  Thos.  0.  Moore,  governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Joseph  A.  Hasldn,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding 
the  barraclcs  at  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

I.  Upon  the  demand  of  Governor  Moore,  supported  by  six  hundred 
men,  Major  Haskin,  from  necessity,  surrenders  the  barracks,  arsenal, 
and  all  public  property  therein,  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  receipts  to  be 
given  by  Governor  Moore  for  the  same. 

II.  The  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  United  States  are  to  leave 
by  river  transport  for  some  point  above  and  beyond  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, taking  their  personal  effects,  infantry  armament,  camp  and  garri- 
son equipage,  and  twenty  days'  rations,  and  to  move  within  thirty-six 
hours.  One  or  more  officers  may  remain  on  parole  for  the  settlement  of 
property  accounts. 

III.  The  enlisted  men  of  ordnance  will  vacate  the  arsenal  imme- 
diately, which  will  be  occupied  by  the  State  troops. 

Signed  in  duplicate  at  Baton  Rouge  this  the  11th  day  of  January,  A. 
D.  1861. 

THOS.  O.  MOORE, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
J.  A.  HASKIN, 
Brevet  Major,  and  Captain,  First  Artillery. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  W.  Todd^  (J.  S.  Ordnance  Department^  of  the  seizure 

of  the  arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Baton  RouaE,  January  10,  1861. 

The  arsenal  was  surrendered  this  evening  to  the  governor  of  Louis- 
iana. Please  give  me  instructions  where  to  proceed  with  the  detach- 
ment under  my  command. 

J.  W.  TODD, 
Lieutenant,  Ordnance  Corps, 
Col.  H.  K.  OraiGt,  Chief  of  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  Army, 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  H.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Forts 

JacJcso7i  and  Saint  Philip. 

Fort  Jackso'n,  La.,  January  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  post  and  Fort  Saint 
Philip  were  taken  possession  of  by  a  detachment  of  Louisiana  militia, 
under  the  command  of  Maj.  Paul  E.  Theard,  on  the  10th  instant,  by 
order  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  order  I  protested 
against.  Having  no  force  to  defend  the  public  property,  I  was  forced 
to  surrender  it  to  superior  numbers.  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of 
the  above  order. 

I  will  remain  here  and  wait  for  instructions  from  you.  I  have  taken 
receipts  for  all  the  Government  property,  except  a  small  quantity  of 
commissary  stores,  which  I  kept  for  my  own  use. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  SMITH, 
Ordnance  Sergeant,  U.  S.  Army, 

Col.  Samuel  Cooper,  Adjutant -General  U.  S.  Army, 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Louisiana  Militia, 
Adjutant' QeneraVs  Office,  Neto  Orleans,  January  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  detachment  on  board  the  steamboat 
Yankee,  and  go  down  to  Forts  Saint  Philip  and  Jackson,  where  you 
will  demand  of  the  person  in  charge  of  the  forts  to  surrender,  and  you 
will  take  possession  of  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Haul  down  the  United  States  flags,  if  floating  on  the  fort,  and  hoist  the 
pelican  flag  on  Fort  Jackson.  Place  Captain  St.  Paul,  with  his  com- 
pany of  foot  rifles,  in  possession  of  Fort  Saint  Philip.  You  will  take  pos- 
session of  Fort  Jackson  with  the  balance  of  the  detachment.  You  will 
hold  the  forts  and  defend  them  against  any  and  all  attacks  to  the  last. 
Strict  discipline  and  order  must  be  exacted  by  you. 

T.  O.  MOORE, 
Governor,  Commander -in-  Chief 
M.  GRIVOT, 

Adjutant-  General, 
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ISTo.  4. 

Beport  of  Ordnance  Sergeant  J).  Wilber,  U.  8.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort 

Macomb. 

Fort  Macomb,  La.,  January  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  myself  at  this  post.  I  will  also  re- 
port that  Lieut.  E.  0.  Capers,  with  a  detachment  of  the  First  Eegiment 
Louisiana  Infantry,  took  charge  of  this  post  on  the  28th  instant.  I 
turned  over  all  the  ijroperty  under  protest,  closed  my  public  accounts, 
transmitted  them  to  the  departments  to  which  they  belong,  and,  as 
there  is  no  use  at  present  for  an  ordnance  sergeant  at  this  post,  I  will 
request  leave  of  absence  for  three  months  to  visit  my  family  in  Port- 
land, Me. 

Eespectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  WILBEE, 
Ordnance  Sergeant,  U.  S.  Army. 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  WasUngtori,  D.  G. 


1^0.  5. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Gol.  Abraham  G.  Myers,  assistant  quartermaster, 
U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  public  property  in  the  hands  of  Army 
officers  at  New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans,  January  28,  1861. 
The  State  of  Louisiana  has  this  day  taken  possession  of  the  public 
property  in  the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  Army  officers  stationed  in  New 
Orleans. 

A.  C.  MYEES. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  January  28,  1861. 

Colonel  :  •  I  herewith  inclose  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  a  copy  of  an  order  addressed  to  me  as  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  Army  by  the  governor  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

I  will  forward  receipts  to  the  proper  staff  departments  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  at  Washington  for  all  public  property  in  my  custody  for  which  I 
am  accountable,  and  the  public  funds  in  my  hands  I  will  turn  over  to 
the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  New  Orleans,  furnishing 
his  receipts  for  the  same 

South  Carolina,  the  State  where  I  was  born,  and  Louisiana,  the  State 
of  my  adoption,  having  in  convention  passed  ordinances  of  secession 
from  the  United  States,  I  am  absolved  from  my  allegiance  to  the  Federal 
Government.  My  resignation  as  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army  is  accepted 
for  me  by  the  States  above  named.  I  beg  that  the  settlement  of  my 
accounts  will  be  made  up  as  soon  as  possible.  I  shall  make  it  a  point 
of  honor  scrupulously  to  discharge  every  item  of  accountability  arisihg 
from  any  diflerences  in  the  official  statements  and  my  own  in  connection 
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with  my  duties  while  I  was  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  that  I  do 
not  explain  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  United  States 
Government. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  0.  MYERS. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  0. 

finclosure.] 

Headquarters  Louisiana  Militia, 
Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office,  N'ew  Orleans,  January  28,  1861. 

Sir:  In  the  name  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Louisiana,  I  now  demand 
of  you  possession  of  all  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores,  and 
of  all  property  under  your  control  and  in  your  possession  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  for  which  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  and 
will  be  accountable,  and  receipts  for  the  same  will  be  given  you. 
By  order  of  Thos.  O.  Moore,  governor  and  commander-in-chief: 

M.  GRIVOT, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Louisiana, 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  Myers,  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  Neic  Orleans. 


is:o.  G. 


Report  of  Maj.  Albert  J,  Smith,  paymaster,  U,  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of 

his  office  at  New  Orleans. 

New  Orleans,  February  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  office,  furniture,  blanks,  &c.,  have  been  taken  by  the  State, 
and  now  occupied  by  State  officers.  My  clerk  also  goes  with  his  State. 
The  small  amount  of  funds  to  my  credit  with  the  assistant  treasurer  is 
fully  respected,  but  what  will  be  done  by  the  Southern  Congress  it  is 
impossible  to  say.  My  duties  are  little  or  nothing,  and  could  be  as  well 
attended  to  in  Washington.  Shall  I  return  to  that  place?  I  am  at  my 
hotel  waiting  your  instructions.  Please  inform  me  if  the  office  messen- 
ger shall  be  discharged,  or  shall  I  bring  him  on  to  Washington  with  mel 
He  would  be  serviceable  at  my  next  station. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  J.  SMITH, 
Paymaster,  U.  8.  Army. 
Col.  Benjamin  F.  Larned,. 

Paymaster-General  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington  City. 


No.  7. 


Extracts  from  the  message  of  the  governor  of  Louisiana  to  the  State  legis- 
lature, January  22,  1861. 


My  oj)inions  on  the  momentous  questions  which  have  convulsed  and 
are  destroying  the  Federal  Union,  were  fully  expressed  in  my  message 
at  the  recent  extra  session  of  the  legislature.    Your  i)rompt  action 
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showed  how  deeply  3^011  were  moved  by  the  portents  of  the  times — ^the 
threatened  destruction  of  essential  rights  and  most  vital  interests  of  the 
slaveholding  States  under  the  forms  of  a  perverted  Constitution — and 
by  the  absolute  duty  of  seeking  at  once  for  the  means  of  self-protection. 
The  vote  of  the  people  of  this  State  has  since  confirmed  the  faith  of  their 
representatives  in  legislative  and  executive  station  that  the  undivided 
sentiment  of  the  State  is  for  immediate  and  effective  resistance,  and  that 
there  is  not  found  within  her  limits  any  difference  of  sentiment,  except 
as  to  minor  points  of  expediency  in  regard  to  the  manner  and  time  of 
making  such  resistance,  so  as  to  give  it  the  most  imposing  form  for  dig- 
nity and  success.  Our  enemies  who  have  driven  on  their  conflict  with 
the  slaveholding  States  to  this  extremity  will  have  found  that  through- 
out the  borders  of  Louisiana  we  are  one  people — a  people  with  one  heart 
and  one  mind,  who  will  not  be  cajoled  into  an  abandonment  of  their 
rights,  and  who  cannot  be  subdued. 

Whatever  lingering  hopes  might  have  been  felt  by  confiding  men  of 
the  South  that  these  dissensions  would  be  healed*  by  the  voluntary  act 
of  the  people  of  the  iTorth  within  the  Union,  have  disappeared  under 
the  accumulating  proofs  that  the  Northern  majority  is  implacable.  Ko 
proffer  of  peace,  on  any  terms,  has  emanated  from  them.  The  proposi- 
tions tendered  by  the  most  moderate-minded  and  TJnion-loving  states- 
men of  the  South — not  as  expressing  the  whole  measure  of  rights  to 
which  the  Southern  peoi)le  are  entitled,  but  as  a  project  for  conciliation 
to  which  they  might  be  brought  to  consent  for  the  old  love  of  Union 
which  was  the  passion  of  Southern  hearts— have  been  contumeliously 
rejected. 

The  common  cry  throughout  the  North  is  for  coercion  into  submission 
by  force  of  arms,  if  need  be,  of  every  State,  and  of  all  the  States  in  the 
South,  which  claim  the  right  of  separation,  for  causes,  from  a  Govern- 
ment which  they  deem  fatal  to  their  safety.  There  can  no  longer  be 
doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  that  policy  which  demands  that  the  conflict  shall 
come,  and  shall  be  settled  now. 

The  sovereign  people  of  this  State  have  so  decreed  5  and  within  a  few 
hours  their  delegates  will  meet  in  convention  to  put  this  judgment  into 
a  form  from  which  there  will  be  no  right  and  no  disposition  within  the 
State  to  appeal.  Being  executed  by  a  unanimous  and  willing  people, 
it  will  be  entitled  to  the  respect  of  the  world,  and  the  acquiescence  of 
all  powers  and  authorities  whatsoever. 

But  it  has  been  made  apparent  by  the  course  of  events  elsewhere,  by 
the  intentions  of  those  having  authority  in  the  Federal  Government,  as 
developed  in  their  treatment  of  other  States  which  occupy  the  same  re- 
lation towards  these  questions  as  Louisiana,  that  this  right  of  independ- 
ent action  will  be  obstructed  by  force.  The  hostile  occupation  of  Fort 
Sumter,  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  of  overawing  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  subduing  her  to  the  will  of  the  Federal  author- 
ities, and  collecting  taxes  from  her  people  by  force,  is  one  glaring  ex- 
ample of  the  modes  by  which  a  Southern  State  may  be  subjected  to 
duress.  The  baffled  attempts  to  re-enforce  that  fort  are  of  the  same 
character  of  aggressive  purpose  as  the  subsequent  occupation  of  Fort 
Pickens,  in  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  in  order  to  keep  the  State  of  Florida 
in  forced  connection  with  a  repudiated  Government.  At  the  same  time 
that  these  acts  of  extraordinary  rigor  in  aggression  are  practiced  toward 
the  South,  the  Northern  populace  of  Pennsylvania  are  permitted  to  defeat 
the  action  of  the  Federal  autliorities  at  Pittsburgh,  by  forbidding  the 
transmission  of  the  public  property  to  its  designated  points  in  the  South, 
on  the  grounds  of  hostility  to  the  South,  to  which  dictation  the  hitimi- 
dated  authorities  succumbed. 
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Warned  by  these  acts,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of  hostile  language  em- 
ployed in  Congress  against  free  action  in  the  South,  and  the  uniform 
assertion  of  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  in  the  manifestoes  of 
the  executives  of  Northern  States,  and  the  open  menaces  that  the  in- 
coming administration  would  carry  out  the  same  tyrannical  purposes 
with  even  more  rigor,  I  determined  that  the  State  of  Louisiana  should 
not  be  left  unprepared  for  the  emergency.     She  has  a  long  and  exposed 
frontier,  on  which  the  Federal  Government  possesses  forts  capable  of 
being  used  for  the  subjugation  of  the  country  and  to  annul  the  declared 
will  of  the  people.    I^Tear  this  capital,  where  the  delegates  of  the  sovereign 
people  are  about  to  assemble,  was  a  military  depot,  capable,  in  unscru- 
pulous hands,  of  being  employed  for  the  purpose  of  overawing  and 
restraining  the  deliberations  of  a  free  people.    On  these  grounds,  respect- 
ing the  manifest  will  of  the  people,  and  to  the  end  that  their  delibera- 
tions shall  be  free,  and  their  action  supported  by  the  full  possession 
of  the  whole  territory  of  the  State,  I  decided  to  take  possession  of  the 
military  posts  and  munitions  of  war  within  the  State,  as  soon  as  the 
necessity  of  such  action  should  be  developed  to  my  mind.     Upon  infor- 
mation which  did  not  leave  me  in  doubt  as  to  my  public  duty,  and  which 
convinced  me,  moreover,  that  prompt  action  was  the  more  necessary 
in  order  to  prevent  a  collision  between  the  Federal  troops  and  the 
peoi)le  of  the  State,  I  authorized  these  steps  to  be  taken,  and  they  were 
accomplished  without  opposition  or  difficulty.    In  so  doing  I  was  care- 
ful to  confine  myself  to  such  acts  as  were  necessary  to  effect  the  object 
with  the  greatest  certainty  and  the  least  risk  of  violence.    In  accordance 
with  an  arrangement  entered  into  with  the  commanding  officer,  in  the 
presence  of  a  force  too  large  to  be  resisted.  Baton  Eouge  Barracks  and 
Arsenal,  with  all  the  Federal  property  therein,  were  turned  over  to  me 
on  the  11th  and  12th  instant,  and  on  the  13th  the  Federal  troops  de- 
parted.   About  the  same  time  Stat^  troops  occupied  Fort  Pike,  on  the 
Eigolets,  and  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip,  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver, 
and  such  other  dispositions  were  made  as  seemed  necessary  for  the  pub- 
lic safety.    Eeceipts  were  given  in  all  instances  for  the  property  found, 
in  order  to  protect  the  officers  who  w^e  dispossessed  j  and  to  facilitate 
future  settlement  for  the  necessary  expenses,  I  have  drawn  on  the 
appropriation  made  b^^  the  last  legislature  for  military  purposes.    A 
detailed  report  of  these  proceedings  and  of  the  expenditures  incurred 
will  be  laid  before  you  in  a  few  days. 

With  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  I  have  assumed,  the  whole  sub- 
ject is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  legislature.  Soon  after  taking  pos- 
session of  the  arsenal  at  Baton  Eouge  I  received  an  ai)i)lication  fi  om  the 
governor  of  Mississippi  for  aid  in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  in  support 
of  the  sovereignty  of  that  State  against  an  apprehended  attack  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  to  that  against  which  Louisiana  had  protected  herself. 
The  interests  of  the  two  States  are  so  intimately  associated  in  the  com- 
mon cause  of  the  South,  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  not  only  from  con- 
siderations of  courtesy  to  a  sister  State,  but  in  further  execution  of  my 
duty  to  Louisiana  regarding  the  approaches  of  Federal  troops  from  above, 
to  comply  with  his  request,  upon  the  assumption  on  the  part  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  of  the  same  terms  of  responsibility  taken  by  me  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  I  accordingly  directed  to  be  forwarded  to  the  order 
of  Governor  Pettus  the  following  munitions  of  war:  5,000  flintlock 
muskets;  3,000  percussion  muskets;  1,000  HalFs  rifles,  flint  locks j 
200,000  cartridges,  buck  and  ball;  1,000  ])ounds  of  rifle  powder;  6  24- 
pounder  guns  and  carriages;  500  24-pounder  shot;  1,000  pounds  cannon 
[)ov»(l  or. 
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The  supply  of  material  of  tbese  descriptions  remaining  on  hand  is  am- 
ple for  the  wants  of  the  State.  In  this  action  I  trust  to  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  legislature. 

In  all  these  movements  for  the  defense  and  protection  of  the  State,  I 
am  proud  to  say  that  I  have  been  supported  with  patriotic  cheerfulness 
and  alacrity  by  the  volunteer  soldiery  of  the  State. 

•fr  "7^  W  -.v  ^  -fr 

It  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  legislature  or  the  executive  to  fore- 
stall the  action  of  the  State  convention  by  advising  any  particular  form 
for  the  assertion  of  the  rights  of  the  State  in  the  reclaiming  of  her  inde- 
pendence, or  in  executing  her  sovereign  will,  as  announced  by  that  tri- 
bunal. The  future  of  our  Louisiana  rests  in  the  counsels  which  shall  be 
adopted  by  her  freely  chosen  representatives  5  and  we  have  reason  to 
trust  that  they  will  decide  calmly,  wisely,  and  well.  But  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  invoke  the  merciful  care  of  Divine  Providence  so  to  guide 
them  in  the  path  which  leads  to  safety,  to  honor,  and  to  prosperity,  that 
they  may  be  sustained  by  the  hearts  and  hands  of  a  confiding  people  in 
building  up  a  separate  nationality,  or  finding  an  honorable  place  in  a 
new  and  more  perfect  union  of  equal  confederated  States. 

THOS.  O.  MOORE,  Governor. 


OOERESPONDEKOE  AND  ORDERS  RELATING  TO  AFFAIRS  IN 
LOUISIANA  FROM  JANUARY  10  TO  FEBRUARY  19,  1861. 


January  10, 1861. 


Daniel  W.  Adams,  Military  Board,  JSfew  Orleans  : 

Secret  attempts  continue  to  be  made  to  garrison  Southern  ports.    We 
think  there  is  special  reason  to  fear  surprise  from  Gulf  squadron. 

-  J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 

JNO.  SLIDELL. 


[January  10,  1861.] 
Gov.  T.  O.  MooRE,  Bato7i  Rouge : 

The  danger  is  not  from  Saint  Louis,  but  from  sea. 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 


New  Orleans,  January  12,  1861. 

General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  B.  G.  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  this  morning  received  a  tele- 
gram from  the  overseer  at  Fort  Saint  Philip,  stating  that  that  fort  as 
well  as  Fort  Jackson  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  State  troops, 
and  asking  for  instructions.  My  instructions  to  him  were  to  stop  opera- 
tions at  once,  and  to  close  all  accounts  with  the  Government,  at  the 
same  time  transmitting  to  you  by  telegraph  a  statement  of  the  occur- 
rence. The  hands  discharged  will  be  up  here  in  a  day  or  two,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  pay  them  with.  What  the  actual  amount  due  them  is  I 
cannot  tell  until  I  hear  again  from  Mr.  Dart,  the  overseer;  but  $300 
would  cover  it,  and  I  respectf Lilly  suggest  that  if  the  convenience  of 
the  Treasury  does  not  admit  of  the  remittance  of  the  remainder  of  the 
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a)jpropriatioii  for  this  work,  uor  of  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Depart- 
ment from  the  contingent  fund  for  its  use,  yet  it  may  be,  perhaps,  in  a 
position  to  furnish  without  delay  this  smaller  amount  of  $300  for  the 
payment  of  the  wiiite  hands,  who  are  really  in  need  of  it.  Hoping  that 
my  action  in  the  matter  may  meet  the  approval  of  the  Department, 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WALTEE  McFARLAND, 
Brevet  tSecond  'Lieutenant^  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Louisiana  Militia, 
Adjutant- GeneniVs  Office,  Neiv  Orleans^  January  28,  1861. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Moore,  Surgeon.^  IT.  S.  Army : 

Sir:  In  the  name  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Louisiana,  I  now  demand 
of  you  possession  of  the  medical  department,  and  of  all  the  property,  &c., 
now  under  your  control  and  in  your  possession,  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  which  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  and  will  be  ac- 
countable, and  receipt  for  the  same  will  be  given  to  you. 

By  order  of  Thomas  O.  Moore,  governor  and  commander-in-chief: 

M.  GEIYOT, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  Louisiana, 


New  Orleans,  La.,  January  28,  1861. 
Adjutant- General  Grivot,  State  of  Jjouisiana  : 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  (28th  instant)  received  your  communication 
demanding,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  possession  of  all 
the  public  property  in  this  city  belongmg  to  the  General  Government 
in  my  charge.  I  have  not  the  means  of  resisting  this  authority.  The 
only  course  remaining  for  me  is  that  the  exchange  of  'the  proper  papers 
will  be  made  under  protest. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  January  28,  1861. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General,  U.  8,  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

•^  ^  4^  4b  >U>  J/>  <su 

TV"  -TV"  TV"  •7P  W  W  Vf 

I  have  this  day  made  a  requisition  on  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  Myers, 
A.  Q.  M.,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  his  reply. 
In  conversation  with  many  persons  in  tbis  city  to-day,  I  am  astonished 
to  find  a  most  marked  and  determined  change  of  feeling  towards  the 
Government  at  Washington.  Under  all  circumstances  I  consider  that 
any  purchase  of  subsistence  in  this  market  for  and  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  would  run  great  risk  of  seizure  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  troops  now  in  arms  in  this  State. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

0.  L.  KILBUEN, 

Captain  and  C.  8. 
32  R  R 
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flnclosurc] 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  28,  1861. 
Oapt.  C.  L.  KiLCURN,  G.  8.,  U.  S.  Army,  New  Orleans : 

Captain  :  I  have  your  commuincation  addressed  to  me  as  assistant 
quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  inclosing  me  a  copy  of  an 
order  from  the  War  Department,  dated  Washington,  January  9,  1861, 
directing  you  to  resume  your  dutie§  in  New  Orleans  j  also  making 
requisition  on  me  for  an  office,  a  warehouse  for  packing  stores,  and  for 
your  allowance  of  fuel  and  quarters  as  allowed  by  Army  Eegulations, 
or  the  commutation  thereof.  In  replj^,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I 
cannot  comply  with  your  requisitions.  My  duties  as  an  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  cease  this  day  by  the  act  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Louisiana 
in  taking  possession  of  all  property  under  my  control  belonging  to  the 
Uaited  States  of  America. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  MYERS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  A.  Q.  M, 


New  Orleans,  February  2, 1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten,  Chief  Engineer,  Washington,  B.  C. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  in- 
structions of  the  16th  ultimo.  This  delay  is  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the 
time  of  its  arrival,  and  for  several  days  afterward,  I  was  absent  at  the 
forts.  The  State  has  employed  one  former  overseer  and  several  hands, 
and  in  a  day  or  so  the  river  revetment  and  levee  at  Fort  Saint  Philip 
will  be  ready  for  the  rise  of  the  river.  The  materials,  however,  which 
we  had  collected  at  Fort  Jackson  for  the  construction  of  the  lower  bat- 
tery are  being  wasted  as  fast  as  raw  troops  know  how. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  morning  had  served  upon 
me  a^aper  signed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  demand- 
ing possession  of  all  United  States  property  under  my  charge,  and  offer- 
ing receipts  for  the  same,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  As 
I  have  no  authority  for  entering  into  any  such  transaction  with  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  nor  the  power  to  retain  possession  of  this  property 
in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  State,  I  have  refused  to  accept  such  re- 
ceipts, leaving  to  the  State  the  responsibility  of  forcible  seizure  of  sucb 
property. 

The  mint  and  custom-house  were  yesterday  seized  by  the  State*  As 
I  learned  the  day  before  that  such  was  to  be  the  case,  and  that  there- 
after money  could  be  drawn  from  the  former  only  under  authority  of  the 
governor,  I  removed  therefrom  the  unexpended  balance  of  $543.57  of  the 
appropriation  tor  the  harbor  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  which  has  been  lying 
there  idle  for  years,  and  have  applied  it  to  the  payment  of  the  clerk  and 
hired  men  employed  upon  the  forts,  to  whom  the  Government  was  in- 
debted, and  whose  wants  were  pressing  in  the  extreme.  Such  an  appli- 
cation 1  know  to  be  unauthorized,  but  the  emergency  of  the  case  will,  I 
trust,  be  my  justification.  I  acted  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  prefer  having  its  money  go  into  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  justly  entitled  to  it  rather  than  into  the  State  treasury. 

I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  Department  in  reference  to 
this  matter. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  MoFARLAND, 
Brevet  Second  Lieutenant,  Engineers, 
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[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Louisiana  Militia, 
Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office,  J^ew  Orleans,  February  2,  1861. 

Bvt.  Second  Lieut.  Walter  McFarland, 

U.  S.  Engineer  Department : 

Sir  :  In  the  name  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Louisiana,  I  now  demand 
of  you  possession  of  the  offices  and  bureaus,  and  of  all  the  property, 
maps,  plans,  «&c.,  appertaining  to  the  United  States  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, now  in  your  custody,  charge,  and  control,  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  which  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  and  will  be  ac- 
countable, and  receipts  for  the  same  will  be  given  you. 
By  order  of  T.  O.  Moore,  governor  and  commander-in-chief: 

M.  GEIYOT, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Louisiana, 


Adjutant- General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  5,  1861. 
Col.  A.  0.  Myers, 

Late  Assistant  Quartermaster,  U,  S.  Army,  N'eiv  Orleans,  La. : 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,  inclosing  copy  of  a  de- 
mand made  upon  you  for  the  surrender  of  the  public  property  in  your 
possession  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  by  whom  I  am  directed  to  return  the  following  reply : 

The  demand  of  the  government  of  Louisiana  for  the  surrender  of  the 
United  States  property  in  your  charge  was  an  act  of  spoliation  to  which 
you  seem  to  have  yielded  in  anything  but  a  commendable  spirit.  The 
adjustment  of  your  accountability  to  the  Government  for  that  property 
is  a  matter  for  consideration  at  the  proper  time. 

Your  resignation  had  been  accepted  by  the  President  prior  to  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  herein  referred  to,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  the 
action  of  the  President  had  no  reference  to  the  circumstances  alluded  to 
by  you  in  connection  with  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant' General, 

[Indorsement.] 

This  letter  is  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War  because  it  shows  a 
splenetic  spirit  and  contains  offensive  language  from  a  source  person- 
ally irresponsible. 


New  Orleans,  February  18,  1861. 


A.  0.  MYERS. 


War  Department, 

February  7,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  O.  Moore, 

Governor  of  Louisiana,  Baton  Rouge: 

Sir  :  I  learn  from  a  report  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  0.  Myers,  late  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  in  the  service  of  this  Department  at  New  Orleans, 
that  on  the  28th  ultimo,  under  your  direction  and  in  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  "all  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores,  and 
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all  other  property  under  his  control  and  in  his  possession,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,"  were  seized,  and  are  now  held  under  your 
authority. 

The  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  stores,  &c.,  thus  taken  is  not 
controverted,  they  having  been  purchased  with  its  funds,  much  of  which 
was  received  by  citizens  of  Louisiana.  Their  presence  within  your 
State,  however  it  might  excite  the  cupidity  of  wicked  men,  was  in  every 
respect  lawful  and  harmless,  and  could  in  no  degree,  I  should  suppose, 
compromise  the  public  safety.  Their  seizure,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  an  act  of  flagrant  and  atrocious  spoliation,  which  I  can  scarcely 
believe  had  the  sanction  of  a  government  professing  to  be  organized  for 
the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  and  to  be  regulated  by  those  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  morality  which  are  inseparable  from  the  civilization 
of  the  age. 

I  invite  your  excellency's  attention  to  the  matter  as  one  which,  you 
must  perceive,  much  more  deeply  concerns  the  honor  and  fair  fame  of 
Louisiana  than  it  does  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  await  your  reply  in  the  confident  expectation  that  you  will  disavow 
this  discreditable  act  of  your  subordinate,  and  order  a  restoration  of 
the  property  to  the  United  States.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ■ 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War, 


New  Orleans,  February  9,  1861. 
General  Jos.  G.  Totten, 

Chief  Engineer^  Washington^  D,  €,:"  .      ^ 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Jan- 
uary 28,  relieving  me  from  duty  at  this  post,  and  ordering  me  to  Key 
West.  In  reference  to  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  transfer  of  property 
and  funds  to  Major  Beauregard,  who  has  arrived,  I  have  to  state  that 
there  is  nothing  to  transfer,  all  money  having  been  paid  out  and  all 
property  seized  upon  by  tlie  State  authorities.  The  monthly  papers 
have  already  been  forwarded,  and  the  quarterly  papers  will  be  trans- 
mitted also  as  soon  as  ready.  I  shall  leave  by  the  first  opportunity  for 
my  new  destination. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  McFARLAlSTD, 
Brevet  Second  Lieutenant,  Engineers. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  February  13,  1861. 
To  the  Military  Board  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 

N'ew  Orleans,  La.  : 

Gentlemen  :  As  time  i3resses,  and  it  may  soon  become  urgent  to 
prepare  for  the  worst,  permit  me  to  make  a  few  suggestions,  which  may 
lead  towards  that  desirable  end.  In  the  first  place,  we  must  look  to  our 
most  vulnerable  point,  the  Mississippi  Eiverj  for  one  single  steamer, 
with  only  two  or  three  heavy  guns,  coming  into  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
would  in  a  few  hours  destroy  millions'  worth  of  property  or  lay  the  city 
under  a  forced  contribution  of  millions  of  dollars. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  in  the  present  condition  of  Forts  Jackson 

*  See  Moore  to  Buchanan,  February  16,  1861,  p.  501, 
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and  Saint  Philip  any  steamer  can  pass  tliem  in  broacl  daylight,  and  that, 
even  when  in  a  proper  condition  for  defense,  they  coald  not  prevent  the 
passage  of  one  or  more  steamers  during  a  dark  or  stormy  night,  except 
with  the  assistance  of  a  properly  constructed  raft,  or  a  strong  wire-rope, 
across  the  river,  between  the  two  forts,  so  as  to  arrest  the  course  of  said 
steamers,  even  for  only  half  an  hour,  under  the  severe  cross-fire  of  said 
works. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  commence  the  constructions  of  (or 
prepare  at  least  the  materials  for)  said  obstacles.  Then  the  guns  of  the 
land  fronts  of  Fort  Jackson  ought  to  be  mounted  at  once  on  the  river 
fronts.  The  guns,  chassis,  and  carriages  at  Baton  Eouge,  Forts  Pike 
and  Wood,  Battery  Bien venue,  &c.,  where  they  are  not  required  at 
present,  ought  to  be  sent  at  once  to  these  two  forts  on  the  river,  to  be 
put  in  position  as  advantageously  as  possible  on  their  river  fronts ;  not 
overlooking,  however,  their  flank  guns  of  the  other  fronts.  All  said 
chassis  and  carriagies  ought  to  be  tried  forthwith  by  double  charges  of 
powder  and  shot.  Ample  supplies  of  ammunition  ought  to  be  sent 
there  forthwith.  The  trees  along  the  river  masking  the  fire  of  those 
two  forts,  up  and  down,  ought  to  be  cut  down  at  once,  particularly 
those  on  the  Fort  Jackson  side.  In  a  few  words,  no  expenses  ought  to 
be  spared  to  put  those  two  works  in  a  most  efficient  state  of  defense,  for 
fifty  thousand  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  spent  thus  might,  a  few 
weeks  hence,  save  millions  of  dollars  to  the  State  and  the  city  of  Kew 
Orleans. 

A  rough  calculation  shows  me  that  the  raft  spoken  of  would  cost 
about  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  three  wire-cables  probably  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.  I  prefer  the  first.  Mr.  John  Eoy,  my  former  assistant 
architect  on  the  new  custom-house,  would  be  of  great  assistance  in  the 
construction  of  either  of  said  obstacles. 

In  haste,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Executive  Office, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  February  16,  1861. 

His  Excellency  James  Buchanan,  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  letter  received  recently  from  the  acting  head  of  the 
War  Department,  Washington.*  I  infer  that  it  was  written  without 
being  submitted  to  your  inspection,  for  throughout  your  long  and  dis- 
tinguished service  as  a  legislator,  diplomatist,  and  executive  you  have 
been  known  to  be  a  strict  observer  of  the  conventionalities  of  official 
intercourse.  Without  commenting  on  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  the  letter, 
I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that  I  will  promptly  communicate  to 
your  Excellency  any  information  you  may  desire  concerning  the  action 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  relation  to  any  property  lately  belonging 
to  the  Federal  Government,  when  such  information  is  asked  for  in  an 
appropriate  manner  and  in  respectful  terms.  With  the  highest  regard 
and  esteem  for  your  Excellency,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  O.  MOORE. 

*  See  Holt  to  Moore,  February  7,  1661,  p.  499. 


CHAPTER    VII 

OPERATIONS  IN  TEXAS  AND  NEW  MEXICO. 


February  1-June  11,  1861. 


sum:m:^ii.y  oif  the  i>e,in-cif^l  evehstts. 

February    1,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  by  Texas  Convention. 

16,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  and  Barracks  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  seized. 

18,  1861. — United  States  military  posts  in  Department  of  Texas  surrendered 

by  General  Twiggs,  U.  S.  Army. 

19,  1861. — General  Twiggs  superseded  by  Colonel  Waite. 

21,  1861. — United  States  property  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  seized. 

.Camp  Cooper,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
26,  1861. — Camp  Colorado,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
Marcb  1,  1861. — General  Twiggs  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

7,  1861. — Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
Camp  Verde,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

12,  1861. — Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
15,  1861. — Camp  Wood,  Tejs:.,  abandoned. 

17,  1861. — Camp  Hudson,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

19,  1861.— Fort  Clark,  Tex.,  abandoned.  ^ 

Fort  Inge,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

Fort  Lancaster,  Tex.,  abandoned.  ^ 

20,  1861.— Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

Fort  Duncan,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

22,  1861. — Col.  William  W.  Loring,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

Department  of  New  Mexico. 

23,  1861. — Fort  Chadbourne,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
29,  1861. — Fort  Mason,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

31,  1861.— Fort  Bliss,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
April  5,  1861. — Fort  Quitman,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

13,  1861. — Fort  Davis,  Tex.,  abandoned. 

21,  1861. — Colonel  Van  Dorn,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  in  Texas. 
23y.l861. — United  States  officers  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  seized  as  i^risoners  of 

war. 
Company  of  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry  (Lee's)  captured  near  San 
Antonio. 
25,  1861. — Capture  of  United  States  troops  at  Saluria,  Tex. 
— ,  1861. — Fort  Stockton,  Tex.,  abandoned. 
May  9,  1861. — Capture  of  United  States  troops  at  San  Lucas  Spring,  Tex. 

June  11,  1861.— Colonel  Canby,  U.  S.  Army,  reports  that  Colonel  Loring  has 

abandoned  command  of  the  Department  of  Now  Mexico. 
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No.    l.~Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggy,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  public  ijroperty 

at  San  Antonio  and  surrender  of  military  posts,  &c.,  in  the  Department  of 

Texas. 
No.    ?.— Capt.  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department,  of  the  seizure  of  U.  S. 

Arsenal  at  San  Antonio. 
No.    3. — Surg.  E.  H.  Ahadie,  U.  S.  Army,  of  events  at  San  Antonio. 
No.    4, — Lieut.  Col.  William  Hoffman,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  seizure  of  U.  S. 

projierty  at  San  Antonio. 
No.    5. — JBvt.  Maj.  Larkin  Smith,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  seizure  of  U.  S.  property 

at  San  Antonio. 
No,    G. — Capt.  John  H.  King,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  seizure  of  U.  S.  property 

at  San  Antonio. 
No.    7. — Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  events  from  February  19  to  April 

23,  1861. 
No.    8. — Lieut.  Col.  Gouv.  Morris,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Chad- 
bourne. 
No.    9, — Capt.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  of  the  evacuation  of  Camp  Colo- 
rado, Tex. 
No.  10. — Maj.  C.  C.  Sibley,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Mcintosh, 

Tex. 
No.  11. — Lieut.  Col.  Electus  Backus,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort 

Brown,  Tex. 
No.  12.— Bvt.  Maj.  O.  L.  Shepherd,  Third  U.  S.  Infantiy,  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort 

Duncan,  Tex. 
No.  13. — Maj.  C.  C.  Sibley,  Third  U.  S,  Infantry,  of  the  surrender  of  his  command  at 

Saluria,  Tex. 
No.  14. — Corporal  John  C.  Hesse,  Company  A,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  rescue  of 

the  colors  of  his  regiment  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 
No.  15. — Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  I.  V.  D.  Reeve,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  surrender  of 

his  command  at  San  Lucas  Spring,  Tex. 
No.  16. — Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  surrender  of  the  United  States  troops 

in  Texas,  and  of  his  subsequent  operations. 
No.  17. — Capt.  James  Duff,  Texas  troops,  of  the  capture  of  a  company  of  the  Eighth 

U.  S.  Infantry  near  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

ISTo.  1. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  Twiggs^  U.  8.  Armyj  of  the  seizure  of 
U.  8.  Arsenal  and  Barracks  at  San  Antonio^  and  surrender  of  military 
posts,  <&c,,  in  the  Bepartment  of  Texas.* 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  proceeduigs  of  a  miU- 
tary  commission,  constituted  by  virtue  of  Special  Orders  No.  20  of  this 
year,  from  this  department,  to  meet  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Texas.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  meetings  of  the  com- 
missioners were  abruptly  terminated  by  the  entrance  into  this  city,  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  (before  day),  of  an  armed  body  of  State 

*  These  papers  were  forwarded  by  Colonel  Waite,  under  date  of  February  26,  1861 . 
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troops,  iiuiiiberiiig  over  1,000  men,  under  Col.  Ben  McCullocli.  On  that 
morning  1  received  a  summons  requiring  me  "to  deliver  up  all  military 
posts  and  public  property  held  by  or  under  your  [my]  control."  It  is 
herewith,  marked  No.  9.  I  immediately  (with  Major  Nichols)  proceeded 
to  my  office,  and  found  the  troops  and  public  property  surrounded  by 
the  Texans.  After  a  conversation  with  the  commissioners,  in  presence 
of  all  my  staff  and  the  officers  of  the  post,  it  w^as  agreed  that  the  United 
States  troops  should  march  out  of  the  city,  taking  with  them  their  arms, 
clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  all  the  necessaries  for  a 
march  out  of  Texas. 

On  the  17th  instant  I  received  another  summons  from  the  commission- 
ers (copy  herewith,  marked  No.  10),  to  which  I  replied  under  the  same 
date,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith,  marked  No.  11.  The  commissioners 
replied  to  this  (copy  herewith,  No.  12),  stating  the  conditions  of  the 
march  out  of  Texas  (see  letter  referred  to  in  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission), and  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  guns  of  the  light  batteries, 
a  demand  to  which  i  could  not  accede.  The  commissioners  were  in- 
structed to  demand  that  the  route  of  the  troops  should  be  by  way  of  the 
coast.  I  objected  to  this  strongly  until  I  found  that,  unless  I  yielded 
that  point,  there  would  be  immediate  collision,  and  deeming  it  probable 
that  by  yielding  this  I  could  save  the  guns  of  the  light  batteries,  1  reluc- 
tantly did  so.  (See  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  marked  No.  13,  ad- 
dressed to  that  body.)  The  commissioners,  in  reply  (copy  herewith,  No. 
14),  accepted  my  conditions.  I  have  to  remark  that  whilst  the  com- 
missioners were  in  session  the  State  troops  were  in  rapid  march  upon  the 
city  of  San  Antonio.  General  Orders,  No.  5,  herewith  (No.  15),  will  in- 
form you  of  the  disposition  of  the  troops.  A  copy  of  the  circular  of  the 
commissioners  is  also  herewith.  No.  16.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major- General^  U.  S.  Arniy^  Comdg.  the  Dept.  of  Texas. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. J  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Proceedings  of  a  military  cormnission  constituted  by  virtue  of  the  folloioing 

order,  viz : 

Special  Orders,  ?  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  20.  \  San  Antonio,  February  9,  1861. 

A  military  commission,  to  consist  of  Maj.  David  H.  Vinton,  quartermaster,  Maj. 
Sackfield  Maclin,  paymaster,  and  Capt.  Robert  H.  K.  Whitelt^y,  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  the  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  of 
the  People  of  Texas — Messrs.  Thos.  J.  Devine,  Saml.  A.  Maverick,  and  P.  N.  Luckett— 
at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  to  transact  such  business  as  relates 
to  the  disposition  of  the  public  property  upon  the  demand  of  the  State  of  Texas. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Twiggs : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  commission  met  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  9,  1861. 
Present,  Maj.  D.  H.  Vinton,  quartermaster  j  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  paymas- 
ter ;  Capt.  R.  H.  K:  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department. 

*  The  inclosures  have  been  renumbered  for  convenience  of  reference. 
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The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  commissioners  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  viz : 

San  Antonio,  February  9,  1861. 
Gentlemen  :  The  undcrHi^ncd  would  suggest  the  hour  of  12  as  a  suitable  time  for 
meetiug,  at  such  place  as  you  may  designate.     Should  that  hour  not  suit  your  conve- 
nienice,  then  such  time  and  place  this  afternoon  as  may  be  decided  upon  by  you. 
Very  respectfullv, 

THOS.  J.  DEVINE, 
S.  A.  MAVERICK, 
P.  N.  LUCKETT, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas. 
Maj.  David  H.  Vinton, 
Maj.  Sackfield  Maclin, 
Capt.  Robert  H.  K.  Whiteley, 

Military  Commissioners  appointed  to  meet  Commissioners 

on  behalf  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Considered,  and  answered  as  follows,  viz : 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  February  9,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  date,  in  which  you  appoint  12  o'clock  to-day,  or  at  any  hour  this  afternoon,  for 
meeting  you  to  consider  the  business  connected  with  our  several  commissions.  We 
regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  conform  to  your  appointment.  The  want  of  in- 
structions from  Maj  or-  General  Twiggs,  delayed  by  untoward  circumstances,  will  prevent 
our  meeting  with  you  to-day,  but  we  will,  if  it  suits  your  convenience,  have  the  honor 
to  receive  you  at  General  Twiggs'  office  on  Monday,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  enter  upon 
the  business  you  may  then  lay  before  us. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  H.  VINTON, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 
SACKFIELD  MACLIN, 

Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army. 
R.  H.  K.  WHITELEY, 

Captain  of  Ordnance. 
Messrs.  T.  J.  Devine, 

S.  A.  Maverick, 
P.  N.  Luckett, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

The  subjoined  instructions  were  received  from  department  head- 
quarters and  read,  viz: 

PIeadquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Sail  Antonio,  February  9,  1861. 
The  following  instructions  are  furnished  for  the  direction  of  the  military  commission 
appointed  in  Special  Orders  No.  20,  of  this  date,  from  these  headquarters,  to  meet 
the  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  convention  of  the  jieople  of  Texas : 

1.  An  inventory  of  the  munitions  of  war  now  in  San  Antonio,  and,  if  requisite,  inven- 
tories at  the  several  i>osts,  except  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  troops,  will  be  laid 
before  the  commissioners  of  Texas  for  their  information. 

2.  An  inventory  of  quartermaster's  stores  not  required  for  the  movement  of  the  troops 
out  of  Texas  will  also  be  furnished. 

3.  Forage  for  the  public  animals,  clothing,"  subsistence  stores,  medical  and  hospital 
supplies  will  not  be  ta^on  into  consideration. 

4.  The  public  funds  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  of  the  Department  of  Texas 
will  not  be  surrendered,  but  will  be  retained  for  the  payment  of  outstanding  debts, 
as  far  as  practicable,  and  for  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  movements  of  the  troops. 

5.  The  military  commission  will  exercise  such  discretionary  powers  as  may  conduce 
to  the  interests  of  the  troops,  and  as  shall  not  contravene  materially  the  fair  demands 
of  Texas. 

6.  The  military  commission  will  keep  a  daily  record  of  their  meetings,  which  upon 
a  final  adjournment  will  be  compared  with  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioners; and  should  they  agree  they  will  be  signed  and  submitted  to  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  department. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 

Adjourned  to  meet  the  commissioners  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Texas  in  the  office  of  the  commanding  general  Department  of  Texas, 
on  the  11th  instant,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
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l^lic  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Maj.  D.  H.  Vinton,  quartermaster;  Maj.  8.  Macliu,  pay- 
master ;  Oapt.  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States ;  Thomas  J.  Devine,  Samuel  A.  Maverick,  P.  N. 
Luckett,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Absent:  J.  H.  Eogers. 

The  commissioners  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas  submitted  copies 
of  their  credentials.  These  papers  are  hereto  appended,  marked  jS^os.  3, 
4,  5,  6,  and  7 ;  also  the  letter  of  advice  accompanving  them,  marked 
No.  2. 

T.  J.  Devine  stated  for  himself  and  colleagues  that  "we  are  authorized 
to  demand,  on  behalf  of  the  sovereign  people  of  Texas,  in  convention 
assembled,  the  delivery  of  all  the  public  property  under  the  control  of 
Major-Geueral  Twiggs,  commanding  the  Department  of  Texas.  The 
object  of  the  commission  now  is,  to  ascertain  whether  or  no  said  public 
property  will  be  delivered  up." 

After  conversational  deliberation,  the  commissioners  of  the  people  of 
Texas  submitted  a  paper,  of  whicli  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 

San  Antonio,  February  11,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  us,  do  now  demand 
of  you,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  People  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
in  Convention  assembled,  as  we  have  heretofore  demanded  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E. 
Twiggs,  commanding  in  the  Department  of  Texas,  a  delivery  of  all  the  arms  of  every 
description,  mihtary  stores,  including  quartermaster's,  commissary,  and  medical  stores 
and  public  moneys,  and  everything  else  under  the  control  of  the  general  in  command 
belonging  to  the  Federal  Government.  If  an  affirmative  answer  is  not  given  to  this 
demand,  the  following  questions  are  submitted  for  your  consideration,  and  answers  to 
the  same  are  respectfully  required : 

Do  you  consent  and  agree  to  the  following  stipulations  : 

1.  That  everything  under  the  control  of  the  general  commanding  in  the  Department 
of  Texas  shall  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  2d  day  of  March  next  ? 

2.  That  no  movement,  change  of  position,  or  concentration  of  the  troops  shall  take 
place  ? 

3.  That  none  of  the  arms,  ordnance,  military  stores,  or  other  property  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  before  that  time,  ordinary  consumption  excepted? 

4.  That  upon  the  2d  day  of  March  the  public  property  in  Texas  shall,  without  delay, 
be  delivered  up  to  the  undersigned,  or  such  other  commissioners  who  may  be  author- 
ized to  act  on  behalf  of  the  convention  ? 

An  answer  is  respectfully  required. 

We  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

T  J.  DEVINE, 
S.  A.  MAVEEICK, 
P.  N.  LUCKETT, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Convention. 

Maj.  David  H.  Vinton, 

Maj.  Sackfield  Maciin, 

Capt.  Robert  H.  K.  Whiteley, 

Military  Commissioners.  • 

This  paper  is  appended  to  these  proceedings,  and  is  marked  G.  [Omit- 
ted.] 

Which  having  been  read,  the  military  commission  requested  time  for 
its  consideration,  advising  the  commissioners  of  the  people  of  Texas  that 
a  day  and  hour  would  be  appointed  to  meet  them  in  the  future. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  February  12,  at  10  o^clock  a.  m. 

The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Maj.  D.  H.  Vinton,  quartermaster;  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  pay- 
master ;  Capt.  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department. 
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The  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  the  people  of  Texas,  dated  the 
11th  instant,  was  deli  berated  on,  and  the  following  reply  agreed  upon,  \az : 

Sajst  Antonio,  February  IxJ,  1861. 

Gentuemen:  We,  the  military  commission  appointed  by  Major-General  Twiggs, 
have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  conmiunication  of  the  11th  instant  while  in  con- 
vention, demanding  of  us  ''in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  People 
of  Texas,  in  Convention  assembled,"  a  delivery  of  "all  armsof  every  description,  mil- 
itary stores,  including  quartermaster's,  commissary,  and  medical  stores,  and  public 
moneys,  and  everything  else  under  the  control  of  the  general  in  command  belonging 
to  the  Federal  Government,"  adding  that,  "if  an  affirmative  answer  is  not  given  to 
this  demand,"  you  submit  the  following  questions  for  our  consideration  and  reply,  viz : 

^'  Do  you  consent  and  agree  to  the  following  stipulations: 

''1.  That  everything  under  the  control  of  the  general  commanding  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas  shall  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  2d  day  of  March  next  ? 

''  2.  That  no  movement,  change  of  position,  or  concentration  of  the  troops  shall 
take  place  ? 

''3.  That  none  of  the  arms,  ordnance,  military  stores,  or  other  property  shall  be 
disposed  of  before  that  time,  ordinary  consumption  excepted  ? 

"4.  That  upon  the  2d  day  of  March  the  public  property  in  Texas  shall,  without 
delay,  be  delivered  up  to  the  undersigned,  or  such  other  commissioners  who  may  be 
authorized  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  convention  ?  " 

To  the  first  of  the  foregoing  interrogatories  we  have  the  honor  to  state  that  wo  are 
willing  that  everything  shall  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  2d  day  of  March  next,  pro- 
vided that  the  general  commanding  the  department  shall  not  receive  orders  from 
higher  authority  than  himself  to  remove  the  troops  from  Texas,  or  find  it  necessary 
^to  resist  the  inroads  of  marauding  parties  of  Indians — the  enemies  of  Texas  and  of  our 
common  country — or  attack  upon  the  troops  or  military  posts  in  Texas  by  irresponsible 
parties  coming  from  any  quarter  whatsoever. 

With  regard  to  your  second  proposition,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  no  movement  or 
change  of  position  of  the  troops  shall  take  place  unless  the  commanding  general  shall 
find  it  necessary  to  act  under  the  contingencies  mentioned  in  the  next  preceding- 
answer. 

To  the  third  question  we  reply,  that  as  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  commanding 
general  to  dispose  of,  or  to  place  out  of  reach  of  the  authorities  of  Texas,  any  of  the 
property  otherwise  than  to  meet  with  it  the  common  wants  of  the  military  service,  so 
do  we  agree  to  your  proposition. 

And  to  your  last  inquiry  we  have  to  remark  that  a  compliance  with  the  demands 
of  Texas,  whether  made  through  you  or  other  commissioners  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, will  be  yielded  under  the  following  conditions,  viz:  That  the  moneys  in  the 
hands  of  disbursing  officers  being  out  of  the  control  of  the  commanding  general,  and 
considered  as  peculiarly  a  matter  of  individual  accountability  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  by  those  officers,  involving  the  responsibility  of  their  bondsmen,  and  being 
necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  and  debts  ak-eady  contracted  in  Texas,  they 
will  not  be  relinquished  on  the  demand  of  Texas.  That  the  troops  now  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas  shall  retain  their  legitimate  arms  in  possession,  and  march  out  of  Texas 
with  them,  the  requisite  ammunition,  clothing,  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
quartermaster's  stores,  subsistence,  medical  and  hospital  stores,  and  such  means  of 
transportation  of  every  kind  as  may  be  necessary  for  an  efficient  and  orderly  move- 
ment of  the  troops  from  Texas,  prepared  for  attack  or  defense  against  any  aggression 
from  any  source.  That  the  officers  of  the  general  staff  at  department  headquarters, 
their  families  and  movable  property,  shall  be  transported  in  their  egress  from  Texas 
by  the  public  means  now  at  this  depot,  which  means  shall  be  retained  for  that  pur- 
pose;  and  when  such  service  shall  have  been  performed,  the  said  means  shall  be 
surrendered  to  the  regularly-authorized  persons  to  receive  them.  That  all  property 
delivered  up  to  the  authorities  of  Texas  under  the  foregoing  stipulations  shall  be 
receipted  for  by  agents  appointed  by  said  authorities. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  H.  VINTON, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 
SACKFIELD  MACLIN, 

Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army. 
R.  H.  K.  WHITELEY, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 
Military  Commission. 
Messrs.  Thos.  J.  Devine, 
S.  A.  Maveeiok, 
P.  N.  Luckett, 
C^mmissmiers  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas. 
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Also,  to  advise  the  commissioners  of  the  people  of  Texas  to  meet  the 
military  commission  at  the  office  of  the  commanding  general  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  to-morrow  morning,  February  13, 1861,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  commissioners  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Maj.  D.  H.  Yinton,  quartermaster ;  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  pay- 
master; Capt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States }  Thomas  J.  Devine,  Samuel  A.  Maverick,  P.  N. 
Luckett,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

The  military  commission  laid  before  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Texas  their  reply  to  the  specific  demands  made  by  the  latter 
in  their  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  after  perusal  of  which  they 
requested  time  for  deliberation;  whereupon  both  commissions  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  February  14, 1861,  at  10. o'clock,  that  being 
the  hour  designated  by  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Texas. 

The  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjourn ruent. 

Present:  Maj.  D.  H.  Yinton,  quartermaster;  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  pay- 
master; Capt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  commissioners  of  the  people 
of  Texas,  stating  they  were  unable  to  reply  to  our  communication  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  but  would  be  ready  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon.  This 
paper  is  appended  to  the  iiroceedings,  marked  l^o.  8. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  14,  1861. 

The  commissioners  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Maj.  D.  H.  Yinton,  quartermaster;  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  pay- 
master ;  Oapt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States ;  Thomas  J.  Devine,  P.  IST.  Luckett. 

Absent :  Samuel  A.  Maverick,  sick,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Texas. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Texas  presented  a  paper, 
hereto  subjoined,  purporting  to  be  in  answer  to  the  communication,  dated 
the  12th  instant,  of  this  commission,  which  being  received,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  had,  notifying  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Texas,  at  the  same  time,  that  notice  would  be  given  them  of  our  next 
meeting  so  soon  as  we  shall  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  reply. 

The  milita^ry  commission  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  mofning  at 
10  o'clock.  • 

Sax  Antonio,  February  14,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned,  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  of  the 
People  of  the  State  of  Texas,  acting  through  the  committee  of  public  safety,  have  had 
the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  while  in  conference,  and 
have  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  answers  contained  in  your  note,  as  follows  : 

We  are  unable  to  accept  as  satisfactory  your  answer  to  that  question  in  our  note  of 
the  11th  instant,  relating  to  the  movements  or  position  of  the  troops  in  Texas,  as  your 
reply,  by  a  reasonable  construction  of  its  language,  if  not  in  express  terms,  asserts 
the  right  and  intention  of  the  general  in  command  of  the  Department  of  Texas  to 
make  any  movement  by  the  troops  that  may  be  ordered  by  an  authority  higher  than 
himself.  The  question  is,  consequently,  left  unanswered  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
object  which  the  undersigned  had  in  view  in  presenting  this  question  for  consideration, 
which  object  was  fully  set  forth  in  the  conference  of  the  11th  Instant. 

(Note. — In  explanation  of  the  words  ''which  object  was  fully  set  forth  in  the  con- 
ference of  the  11th  instant,"  on  second  page,  the  undersigned  refer  to  the  conversation 
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had  at  that  time  with  reference  to  the  movements  of  the  troops  toward  the  Kansas 
and  New  Mexico  frontier,  and  the  Indian  country  east  of  Red  River.) 

If  the  question  be  considered  as  answered  by  yonr  reply  to  it,  then  the  undersigned 
are  constrained  to  consider  it  as  a  substantial  denial  of  their  demand  on  that  subject. 

The  non-acceptance  of  the  terms  contained  in  your  second  answer  rests  upon  the 
same  reasons  as  those  set  forth  in  reply  to  your  firsts  answer. 

The  third  answer  is  as  the  undersigned  had  reason  to  believe  it  would  be,  and  is 
accepted. 

The  terms  embraced  in  your  reply  to  our  last  inquiry  are  acceptable,  with  the  fol- 
lowing conditions,  viz :  1st.  That  all  moneys  in  Texas,  for  the  payment  of  the  troops, 
or  the  liquidation  of  debts  of  every  description  incurred  on  behalf  of  the  Federal 
Government  shall  be  considered  applicable  to  those  purposes,  and  be  turned  over  to 
the  commissioners  for  their  disposal  accordingly,  and  guarantees  will  be  given  by  the 
undersigned  for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  same ;  and  all  funds  in  Texas  held  for  the 
Federal  Government,  not  included  in  the  above  exceptions,  shall  be  given  up  and 
receipts  by  the  undersigned  accordingly  given.  That  portion  of  th«  last  answer  is 
accepted  which  claims  tlie  retention  by  the  troops  in  Texas  of  their  arms  and  clothing, 
.;ijr,camp  and  garrison  equipage,  quartermaster's  stores,  subsistence,  medical  and  hospital 
stores,  and  such  means  of  transportation  of  every  kind  as  may  be  necessary  for  an 
efficient  and  orderly  movement  of  the  troops  from  Texas,  prepared  for  attack  or  defense 
against  aggression  from  any  source;  provided,  the  troops  shall  march  to  the  coast, 
and  in  detachments  of  not  more  than  200,  each  detachment  to  be  at  least  three  (3) 
days'  march  apart,  and  upon  arriving  at  the  point  or  points  of  embarkation,  the  teams 
or  means  of  transportation,  with  the  artillery  (if  any  be  taken  by  the  troops),  shall 
be  delivered  up  to  the  agents  authorized  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  same.  The 
remaining  portion  of  the  last  answer,  relating  to  the  means  of  transportation,  &c., 
for  the  offi<3ers,  their  families,  servants,  and  property,  is  accepted  according  to  its  terms. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

THOMAS  J.  DEVINE, 
P.  N.  LUCKETT, 
S.  A.  MAVERICK, 
Commissioners  on  hehalf  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 

Maj.  David  fl.  Vinton, 
Maj.  Sacks^ield  Maclin, 
Capt.  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley, 

Military  Commissioners,  acting  on  behalf  of  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs. 

The  military  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Maj.  D.  H.  Vinton,  quartermaster;  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  paymas- 
ter ;  Oapt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States. 

The  reply  of  the  commissioners  of  the  people  of  Texas  to  our  commu- 
nication of  the  12th  instant  was  deliberated  on,  and  the  following  answer 
returned,  viz: 

San  Antonio,  February  15,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  In  acknowledgment  of  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  wherein 
you  disagree  as  to  certain  points  in  our  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  the  undersigned  have 
the  honor  to  say  that  the  conditions  you  prescribe  for  the  movement  of  the  Federal 
troops  fBom  Texas  will  necessarily  check,  for  a  short  time  at  least,  further  conferences 
with  you  on  that  subject,  inasmuch  as  it  is  one  over  which  we  have  no  control.  The 
commander  of  the  department,  whoever  he  may  be,  whether  acting  under  his  own 
judgment  or  by  the  advice  or  instructions  of  his  superiors,  has  exclusive  authority  in 
such  cases ;  and  to  him  must  we  refer  the  present  one,  with  a  rejiort  of  all  our  proceed- 
ings for  his  approval  or  disapproval ;  and  in  view  of  an  immediate  change  of  com- 
manders of  the  Department  of  Texas,  General  Twiggs  having  been  superseded  by  Colonel 
Waite,  all  the  proceedings  of  the  military  commission  appointed  by  the  former  officer 
must  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  and  sanction  of  the  latter,  whose  duty  it  will 
be  to  execute  whatever  measures  that  may  be  recommended  and  adopted  under  the 
action  of  that  committee. 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  remark  that  they  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
reasons  given  in  objection  to  the  relinquishment  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  Federal 
disbursing  officers  have  not  met  with  acquiescence  on  the  \rjbvt  of  your  commission. 
They  can  only  hope  that,  upon  reconsideration,  your  views  may  undergo  a  change. 
Under  any  circumstances,  we  trust  that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Texas  com- 
mittee of  safety  will  exercise  their  influence  to  avert  violence,  either  on  the  part  of  any 
irregular  forces  or  organized  military  parties  of  whatsoever  size.  Believing  that  every- 
thing maybe  done  in  a  manner  honorable  to  the  j)resent  contending  parties  and  for 
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the  quiet  and  safety  of  the  community  in  which  we  reside,  we  have  full  faith  that  your 
commission  will  so  act  as  to  bring  about  results  which  may  prevent  a  collision  between 
the  troops  of  Texas  and  those  of  the  Federal  Government. 

We  arc,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  II.  VINTON, 

Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army. 
S.  MACLIN, 

Pai/master,  U.  S.  Army, 
R.  II.  K.  WHITELEY, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
Messrs.  Thomas  J.  Devine, 

Samuel  A.  Maverick, 

P.   N.    LUCKETT, 

Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas. 

A  note  was  ordered  «ind  sent,  inviting  the  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Texas  to  meet  the  military  commission  at  General  Twiggs' 
office  to-morrow  morning,  February  16,  1861,  at  11  o'clock. 

Adjoariied. 

The  military  commission  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  finding 
that  during  the  past  night  the  town  of  San  Antonio  had  been  invaded 
by  armed  bodies  of  Texans,  who  had  seized  the  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  it  was  deemed  that  no  further  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  commission  would  be  of  any  avail,  and  they  therefore  respect- 
fully submit  their  proceedings  at  this  point  for  the  consideration  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  department,  and  adjourned  sine  die, 

D.  H.  VII^TOIN, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 
SAOKFIELD  MAGLIN, 

Paymaster^  U.  S,  Army. 
R.  H.  K.  WHITELEY, 

Captain  of  Ordnance^ 
^Military  Commission, 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio.,  February  16,  1861. 
Approved. 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major-General  U.  S.  Army, 

[Inclosure  No.  2.J 

San  Antonio,  February  9, 1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  inclose  for  your  perusal  copies  taken  by  me  carefully 
of  certified  copies  shown  to  General  Twiggs  two  days  ago,  viz : 
Joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  concerning  the  Convention. 
Eesolutions  of  Convention  on  committee  of  public  safety. 
Resolution  of  Convention  on  committee  of  public  safety. 
Eesolution  of  committee  of  public  safety  for  four  commissioners. 
Commission  and  powers  of  the  four  commissioners. 
Respectfully,  your  servant, 

S.  A.  MAVERICK, 

One  of  the  Commissioners, 
Major  YiNTON, 
Major  Maclin, 
Captain  Whiteley^ 

Board,  &c. 
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fin  closure  No.  3.] 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  coucerning  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas,  called  in 

pursuance  of  the  bill  of  rights. 

Whereas  the  People  of  Texas,  being  much  concerned  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  powers  of  the  State  and  its  inhabitants^ 
endangered  by  the  political  action  of  a  majority  of  the  States,  and  the 
people  of  the  same,  have,  in  the  exercise  of  powers  reserved  to  them- 
selves in  the  bill  of  rights,  called  a  Convention,  composed  of  two'  mem- 
bers for  each  representative  in  the  legislature  from  the  various  districts 
established  by  the  apportionment  law  of  1860,  to  assemble  on  the  28th 
day  of  January,  1861,  at  the  city  of  Austin,  which  Convention,  by  the 
terms  of  the  call  made  by  numerous  assemblages  of  citizens  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  was,  when  elected  and  assembled,  to  have  powers 
to  consider  the  condition  of  public  affairs,  to  determine  what  shall  be 
the  future  relation  of  this  State  to  the  Union,  and  such  other  matters 
as  are  necessarily  and  ijroperly  incident  thereto,  and  in  case  it  should 
be  determined  by  said  Convention  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  rights  and  liberties  aforesaid  that  the  sovereignty  of  Texas 
should  resume  the  powers  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  by  the  articles  of  annexation, 
then  the  ordinance  of  said  Convention  resuming  said  delegated  powers 
and  repealing  the  ratification  by  the  people  of  Texas  of  said  articles  of 
annexation  should  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of 
this  State  for  their  ratification  or  rejection :  Therefore, 

1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  State  of  Texas  hereby  gives  its  assent  to  and  approves 
of  the  Convention  aforesaid. 

2.  That  this  resolution  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
])assage. 

With  a  protest  against  the  assumption  of  any  powers  on  the  part  of 
said  Convention  beyond  the  reference  of  the  question  of  a  longer  con- 
nection of  Texas  with  the  Union  to  the  people. 

Approved,  4th  February,  1861. 

Department  of  State, 

Austin,  Tex.,  February  5, 1861. 

I,  the  undersigned,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original 
joint  resolution  on  file  in  the  department  of  state. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  department  of  state  the 
day  and  year  first  above  written. 

[With  the  seal.]  '  W.  CAVE, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

The  State  of  Texas,  County  of  Travis : 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  committee  of  public  safety, 
as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Con- 
vention of  the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas,  by  their  delegates  in  Con- 
vention assembled,  at  the  city  of  Austin,  on  the  28th  day  of  January, 
1861,  you,  Thomas  J.  Devine,  Samuel  A.  Maverick,  P.  N^.  Luckett,  and 
J.  H.  Kogers,  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  visit  Major-Gen- 
eral  Twiggs,  commanding  the  Eighth  Division,  stationed  at  San  Antonio, 
and  confer  with  him,  and  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  peo- 
X^le  of  Texas,  in  Convention  assembled,  to  demand,  receive,  and  receipt 
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for  all  military,  medical,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores,  arms,  muni- 
tions of  war,  and  public  moneys,  &c.,  under  his  control,  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Texas,  exercising  all  due  discretion  for  the  securing 
and  safe-keeping  of  the  same,  to  be  held  by  you  without  loss  or  injury, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  committee  of  public  safety,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  provisions  of  such  rules  as  the  Convention  may  prescribe. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  order  of  the  committee  of  safety.  Done  at 
the  city  of  Austin,  this  5th  dav  of  February,  1861. 

JOHN  0.  EOBEETSOiT, 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
Attest : 

Thos.  S.  Lubbock. 
John  A.  Green. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.)  '  . 

Resolved,  By  the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas,  by  delegates  in  Conven- 
tion assembled.  That  should  the  standing  committee  of  public  safety 
deem  it  essential  to  the  public  safety  to  appoint  commissioners,  officers, 
or  persons,  in  reference  to  taking  possession  of  any  of  the  Federal  prop- 
erty within  the  limits  of  this  State,  the3^ shall  have  power  to  appoint 
such,  and  assign  to  them  their  duties,  and  give  them  the  instructions 
under  which  they  shall  act ;  but  this  power  shall  only  extend  to  such 
cases  in  which  the  committee  may  deem  prompt  action  and  secrecy 
absolutely  necessary. 

That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by  the  president  of  this  Conven- 
tion, and  the  appointment  and  instructions  signed  by  the  Hon.  J.  C. 
Robertson,  chairman  of  said  committee,  shall  be  full  authority  to  the 
person  or  persons  acting  under  the  same,  and  a  full  justification  for  all 
acts  done  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Done  by  the  People  of  Texas,  in  Convention  assembled,  by  their  dele- 
gates, at  the  city  of  Austin,  this  2d  February,  A.  D.  1861. 

O.  M.  ROBERTS, 
President  of  the  Convention, 

Attest : 

John  A.  Green. 

[Inclosure  No.  6.] 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  A.  Maverick,  Thomas  J.  Devine,  Philip  ^. 
Luckett,  and  James  H.  Rogers  be  appointed  commissioners  to  confer 
with  General  D.  E.  Twiggs  with  regard  to  the  public  arms,  stores, 
munitions  of  war,  &c.,  under  his  control,  and  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  with  power  to  demand  in  the  name  of  the  People  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  and  that  said  commissioners  be  clothed  with  full  power  to  carry 
into  effect  the  powers  herein  delegated,  and  retain  possession  of  said 
arms,  munitions,  stores,  &c.,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Convention  of 
the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  report  their  acts  and  doings  in  the 
premises  to  the  committee  of  public  safety. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  committee  of  public  safety  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1861. 
Witness  my  hand,  this  4th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1861. 

JOHN  c.  robertso:n^, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  PuMic  Safety. 
Attest : 

Thos.  S.  Lubbock. 
John  A.  Green. 
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[Inclosure  N'o.  7.] 

Eesolved,  That  the  standing  committee  on  public  safety  shall  continue 
in  session  during  the  recess  of  this  Convention ;  that  they  hold  their 
meetings  at  such  times  and  j)laces  as  in  their  judgment  the  public  inter- 
est requires ;  that  said  committee  may  grant  leave  of  absence  to  its 
members,  provided  such  leave  of  absence  shall  not  reduce  the  members 
left  to  a  less  number  than  nine. 

Eesolved,  2d,  That  said  committee  shall  keep  a  full  and  accurate  jour- 
nal of  their  acts,  in  a  well-bound  book,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Con- 
vention on  the  reassembling  of  the  same  on  the  2d  day  of  March  next. 

Done  by  the  People  of  Texas,  in  Convention  assembled,  by  their  dele- 
gates, at  the  city  of  Austin,  this  4th  day  of  February,  1861. 

O.  M.  EGBERTS, 
Fresident  of  the  Convention. 

Attest : 

John  A.  Green. 

[Inclosure  No.  8.1 

San  Antonio,  February  14,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  regret  to  state  that  we  are  unable  to  reply  to  your 
communication  of  the  12th  at  the  hour  we  mentioned,  but  we  will  be 
ready  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KLUCKETT, 
One  of  the  Commissioners, 
Maj.  D.  H.  Vinton, 
Maj.  Sackfield  Maclin, 
Capt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley, 

Military  Commission, 

[Inclosure  ISo.  9.] 

San  Antonio,  February  16,  1861—6  o'clock  a.  m. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  required,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  People  of  the  State  of  Texas,  in  Convention  assembled,  to  deliver 
up  all  military  posts  and  public  property  held  by  or  under  your  control. 
Eespectfully,  yours,  &c., 

THOS.  J.  DEYmE, 
S.  A.  MAYEEICK, 
•  P.  ISr.  LUCKETT, 

Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 
To  the  Officer  in  Command  of  the  Bepartment  of  Texas. 

[Inclosiuo  No.  10.1 

San  Antonio,  February  17,  1861. 
Sir:  In  our  communication  of  the  16th  instant  we  required  a  de- 
livery up  by  you  of  the  positions  held  and  public  property  held  by  or 
under  your  control  as  commander  in  this  department.  As  no  reply, 
save  your  verbal  declaration  (which  declaration  was  that  you  *^gave 
up  everything'')  has  been  given  to  our  note,  and  as  the  undersigned  are 
most  anxious  to  avoid  even  the  possibility  of  a  collision  between  the 
Federal  troops  and  the  force  acting  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Texas — a 
collision  which  all  reflecting  i)ersons  desire  to  avoid,  and  the  conse- 
33  R  R 
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quences  of  which  no  man  can  predict — we  again  demand  the  surrender 
up  to  the  undersigned  of  all  the  posts  and  public  property  held  by  you, 
or  under  your  control,  in  this  department. 
Please  answer  immediately. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servants, 

THOS.  J.  DEVICE, 
S.  A.  MAYEEIOK, 
P.  K  LUOKETT, 
Commissioners  on  hehalfofthe  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 


[Inclosure  Ko.  11.]  ^ 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio y  February  17,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I  have  to 
say  that  you  are  already  aware  of  my  views  in  regard  to  the  delivery  of 
the  public  property  of  this  department,  and  I  now  repeat  that  I  will 
direct  the  positions  held  by  the  Federal  troops  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
authorized  agents  of  the  State  of  Texas,  provided  the  troops  retain  their 
arms  and  clothing,  camj)  and  garrison  equipage,  quartermaster's  stores, 
subsistence,  medical,  hospital  stores,  and  such  means  of  transportation 
of  every  kind  as  may  be  necessary  for  an  efficient  and  orderly  movement 
of  the  troops  from  Texas,  prepared  for  attack  or  defense  against  aggres- 
sion from  SbUj  source. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major  -  General  ^  U,  S,  Army,  Comdg.  J)ept. 

Messrs.  Thos.  J.  Devine, 
S.  A.  Maverick, 

P.   1^.   LUCKETT, 

Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas. 

flnclosure  2Sro.  12.] 

San  Antonio,  February  17, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  we  have  to  say  that 
we  accept  the  terms  therein  set  forth,  with  the  conditions  stated  in  our 
note  of  the  14th  instant,  viz,  that  the  troops  shall  leave  Texas  by  the 
way  of  the  coast,  and,  upon  arriving  at  the  point  or  points  of  embarka- 
tion, will  deliver  up  to  the  authorized  agents,  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, all  means  of  transportation  of  every  kind  used  by  them,  as  like- 
wise the  artillery,  if  any  be  taken. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

THOS.  J.  DEVmE, 
S.  A.  MAVERICK, 
P.  K  LUCKETT, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 

]Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 
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[Inclosure  No.  13.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  18,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  communication  of  the  17tli  instant,  which  you 
say  is  a  reply  to  mine  written  yesterday,  the  17th  instant,  was  received 
last  night.  I  consent  to  the  conditions  that  the  troops  shall  leave  Texas 
by  the  way  of  the  coast,  with  the  provision  expressed  in  my  communi- 
cation of  yesterday. 

As  to  the  condition  of  surrendering  the  guns  of  the  light  batteries, 
that,  you  must  see,  would  be  an  act  which  would  cast  a  lasting  disgrace 
upon  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  and  under  no  circumstances  can  I 
believe  that  the  State  of  Texas  would  demand  such  a  sacrifice  at  my 
hands,  and  more  particularly  so,  after  I  have  yielded  so  much  to  meet 
what  I  deemed  to  be  due  to  the  State,  and  to  avoid  any  unnecessary 
collision  between  the  Federal  and  State  troops.  In  this  view  of  the 
case,  I  am  sure  5^ou  will  not  insist  in  a  demand  which,  you  must  see,  I 
am  not  at  liberty  to  grant. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.,  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major- General,  U,  S,  Army,  Gomdg,  JDejpt, 

Messrs.  Thos.  J.  Devine, 
S.  A.  Maverick, 

P.  K.  LUCKETT, 

Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas, 

[Inclosure  No.  14.J 

San  Antonio,  February  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  we  have  to  say 
that  we  accept  the  terms  therein  stated,  viz,  that  the  two  batteries  of 
light  artillery,  with  the  arms  for  the  infantry  and  cavalry,  shall  be 
retained  by  the  troops  under  your  command ;  all  other  public  property, 
as  set  forth  in  our  previous  communication,  to  be  delivered  up  to  agents 
authorized  to  receive  it. 

We  remain,  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servants, 

THOS.  J.  DEVi:^E, 
P.  N.  LUCKETT, 
S.  A.  MAYEEICK, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  Committee  ofFublic  Safety, 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Bavid  E.  Twiqgs,  U,  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 

rinclosure  ISo.  15.] 

General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

1^0. 5.  S  San  Antonio,  February  18,  1861. 

The  State  of  Texas  having  demanded,  through  its  commissioners, 
the  delivery  of  the  military  posts  and  public  property  within  the  limits 
of  this  command,  and  the  commanding  general  desiring  to  avoid  even 
the  possibility  of  a  collision  between  the  Federal  and  State  troops,  the 
posts  will  be  evacuated  by  their  garrisons,  and  these  will  take  up,  as 
soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  can  be  made,  the  line  of  march  out 
of  Texas  by  way  of  the  coast,  marching  out  with  their  arms  (the  light 
batteries  with  their  guns),  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  quar- 
termaster's stores,  subsistence,  medical,  hospital  stores,  and  such  means 
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of  transportation  of  every  kind  as  may  be  necssary  for  an  eflicient  and 
orderly  movement  of  the  troops,  prepared  for  attack  or  defense  against 
aggressions  fi?om  any  source. 
The  troops  will  carry  with  them  provisions  as  far  as  the  coast. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs  : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Inclostire  !No.  16.] 

CiRCiJLAR.]  San  Antonio,  February  18, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
fully  empowered  to  exercise  the  authority  undertaken  by  them,  have 
formally  and  solemnly  agreed  with  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Texas,  that  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  shall  leave  the  soil  of  the  State  by  the  way  of  the 
coast  5  that  they  shall  take  with  them  the  arms  of  the  respective  corps, 
including  the  battery  of  light  artillery  at  Fort  Duncan  and  the  battery 
of  the  same  character  at  Fort  Brown,  and  shall  be  allowed  the  necessary 
means  for  regular  and  comfortable  movement,  provisions,  tents,  &c., 
and  transportation. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  commission  that  there  shall  be  no  infraction  of 
this  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  State.  It  is  their  wish, 
on  the  contrary,  that  every  facility  shall  be  aftbrded  the  troops.  They 
are  our  friends.  They  have  heretofore  afforded  to  our  people  all  the 
protection  in  their  power,  and  we  owe  tliem  every  consideration. 

The  public  property  at  the  various  posts,  other  than  that  above  recited 
for  the  use  of  the  troops,  will  be  turned  over  to  agents  to  be  appointed 
by  the  commission,  Avho  will  give  due  and  proper  receipts  for  the  whole 
to  the  officers  of  the  Army  whom  they  relieve  from  the  custody  of  the 
public  property. 

THOS.  J.  DEVmE, 
P.  N.  LUOKETT, 
S.  A.  MAVEEICK, 
Commissioners  oyi  behalf  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 


Ko.  2. 


Report  of  Capt.  B.  H.  K.  WMteley^  U.  S.  Ordnance  -  Department ,  of  the 

seizure  of  the  IT,  S.  Arsenal  at  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

Texas  Arsenal, 
San  Antonio,  February  16,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  troops  of  Texas 
entered  San  Antonio  early  this  morning,  and  have  taken  possession  of 
the  arsenal  and  all  i)ublic  storehouses  in  the  city.  No  property  has 
been  disturbed  to  this  hour  (  1  o'clock  p.  m.),  and  I  think  matters  will 
remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  2d  proximo,  when  an  agent  will  be  sent  by 
the  convention  of  the  people  of  Texas  to  receive  and  receipt  for  public 
property. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  K.  WHITELEY, 

Captain  of  Ordnance, 
Col.  H.  K.  CRAia, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  Department,  Washington  City,  D,  C, 
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E^O.  3. 

Report  of  Surg.  E.  H.  Ahadie^  U.  S.  Army^  of  events  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Medical  Director's  Office, 
San  Antonio,   Tex.,  February  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  political  changes  which  will  or  have 
already  closed  our  military  functions  in  this  department. 

In  the  night,  or  a  little  before  day,  of  the  lOth,  some  1,200  or  1,500 
Texan  troops,  commanded  by  Maj.  Ben.  McOiilloch,  acting  under  the 
orders  of  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Convention  which  had  passed 
the  ordinance  for  the  secession  of  Texas,  quietly  took  possession  of  the 
arsenal  and  arms,  quartermaster  and  commissary  property  at  this  depot, 
and  demanded  its  unconditional  surrender  by  General  Twiggs.  After 
a  stormy  conference  between  the  department  commander  and  the  com- 
missioners, who  had  been  here  with  their  demands  since  the  8th  instant, 
the  general  has  acceded  to  their  demands,  and  the  two  companies  of 
United  States  tioops  marched  out  of  the  town  in  the  afternoon  and 
went  into  camp  until  arrangements  could  be  made  to  transport  them  to 
the  coast. 

Ko  orders  have  as  yet  issued  from  the  headquarters,  nor  is  it  known 
what  disposition  will  be  made  of  the  remaining  troops.  The  medical 
and  hospital  property  is  yet  under  my  charge,  nor  has  the  hospital 
been  disturbed.  So  soon  as  orders  issue  they  will  be  duly  communi- 
cated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ABADIE, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Medical  Director, 

Brig.  Gen.  Thos.  Lawson, 

Surgeon- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  D,  C, 


1^0.4. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  Hoffman,  Uighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  seizure 
of  U.  S.  property  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Headquarters  San  Antonio  Barracks, 

Texas,  March  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  department,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  taking  possession 
of  the  public  property  in  San  Antonio  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
ultimo : 

That  the  matter  may  be  clearly  understood,  I  will  premise  by  stating 
that  when  I  assumed  command  of  this  post  (on  the  11th)  negotiations 
were  in  progress  to  fix  the  terms  on  which  the  public  property  would  be 
turned  over  to  the  State  authorities.  Soon  after  the  receipt  of  the  order 
relieving  General  Twiggs,  and  placing  Colonel  Waite  in  command  of 
the  de5)artment,  it  was  reported  that  a  body  of  State  troops  were  being 
collected  to  come  into  the  town  to  take  i)ossession  of  the  property  by 
force.  To  meet  such  a  state  of  things  I  inquired  of  the  general  com- 
manding under  what  circumstances  I  should  use  ball  cartridges.  He 
replied,  under  no  circumstances,  and  added  that  he  would  not  be  the 
first  to  shed  blood,  or  to  that  effect.  I  gave  orders  accordingly,  and 
directed  that  the  arms  should  not  be  loaded ;  but  on  reflection  I  deemed 
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it  best  to  have  them  loaded,  and  told  the  general  1  would  understand 
his  order  to  give  me  this  latitude,  the  men  being  ordered  not  to  fire 
except  to  resist  an  attempt  to  disarm  them. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  having  what  seemed  to  be  reliable  tnfor- 
mation  that  the  troops  of  Texas,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
commissioners,  would  during  the  night  enter  the  town  and  take  j)osses- 
sion  of  the  storehouses,  I  ordered  that  the  guard  at  the  quartermaster's 
store  sliould  make  no  resistance  to  any  organized  force,  but  should  report 
its  presence  to  the  quartermaster.  I  directed  further  that  on  the  ap- 
proach of  troops,  or  the  occurrence  of  any  unusual  excitement  in  the 
town,  it  should  be  reported  to  me,  and  that  company  officers  and  the 
companies  should  be  warned  to  be  ready  for  any  emergency.  I  would 
have  preferred  to  have  left  the  depot  in  charge  of  the  quartermasters 
watchman,  as  with  these  orders  the  guard  would  only  be  acting  in  that 
cai^acity  5  but  the  general  thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  guard  as 
security  against  individual  depredations. 

Soon  after  4  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  16th  I  was  notified  that 
there  was  some  excitement  in  town,  and  on  repairing  to  my  office,  adjoin- 
ing the  quarters  of  Company  I,  First  Infantry,  I  heard  the  corporal 
of  the  guard  report  to  the  officer  of  the  day  that  in  consequence  of  a 
demand  by  a  large  force  that  he  should  surrender  he  had  withdrawn 
his  guard  from  the  depot. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  building  used  as  an  arsenal  was  taken  pos- 
session of,  and  companies  of  armed  men  occupied  the  streets  near  where 
our  companies  were  quartered,  and  in  front  of  the  commissary  building. 
A  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  men  axe  reliably  said  to  have  been  in  the 
town  at  the  time.  Things  remained  in  this  state,  without  any  noise  or 
disturbance  of  any  kind,  till  some  time  after  daylight,  when,  supposing 
the  Texas  commissioners  were  conferring  with  the  general,  to  whom  I 
had  reported  these  occurrences,  I  returned  to  my  quarters  for  a  short 
time.  In  a  few  minutes  a  note  addressed  to  the  commander  of  the 
Department  of  Texas,  from  the  Texan  commissioners,  was  brought  to 
me  through  a  misunderstanding,  which  I  delivered  to  Major  Nichols, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  and  I  notified  the  commissioners  that  the 
general  would  be  in  his  office  after  breakfast. 

I  had  ordered  that  our  men  should  not  leave  their  quarters,  but  should 
be  prepared  to  resist  any  attemjjt  to  take  their  arms  5  and  between  9 
and  10  o'clock,  wishing  to  relieve  them  from  this  constraint,  and  to  avoid 
any  chance  of  accidental  collision,  I  proposed  to  move  the  command  into 
camp  at  a  convenient  distance  from  town.  The  commissioners  objected 
to  this  arrangement,  unless  I  would  assure  them  that  I  would  not  move 
from  the  camp  except  to  leave  Texas  by  the  coast.  I  told  them  I  could 
give  no  such  assurance  without  the  consent  of  the  general  commanding, 
as  I  might  be  otherwise  ordered.  After  some  discussion  of  the  feasibil- 
ity of  the  plan  of  the  troops  going  out  by  Indianola  and  up  the  Missis- 
sippi, with  the  approbation  of  General  Twiggs,  who  was  i)resent,  I  gave 
the  assurance  asked  for,  and  immediately  issued  the  necessary  orders  for 
the  companies  to  go  into  camp.  The  headquarters  of  the  post  and 
Eighth  Infantry  and  band  of  the  Eighth  remain  in  town. 

As  required  by  the  colonel  commanding  the  department  the  reports 
of  Major  Smith  and  Captain  King  are  submitted  herewith.  [Nos.  5  and 
O.J 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  Eighth  Infantry^  Commanding, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas j  San  Antonio^  Tex, 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Larlcin  Smith,  Eighth  U,  S.  Infmitry,  of  the  seizure 
of  U.  S.  property  at  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

Camp  San  Pedro,  Tex.,  February  23,  1861. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  that  I  should  report  such 
information  as  I  possess  on  the  subject  of  the  events  which  transpired 
in  San  Antonio  on  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  several  days  previous  to  the  16th  there  were  many  rumors  of 
the  formation  of  forces  to  take  possession  of  the  public  property  at  the 
depots.  They  were  not  generally  credited  until  the  14th,  when  more 
reliable  information  was  received  that*  a  strong  force  of  citizens  was 
collecting  from  the  counties  to  the  east  and  northeast.  This  was  con- 
firmed on  the  15th,  and  it  was  generally  understood  that  several  hun- 
dred men  would  enter  the  city  the  next  morning.  The  orders  given  to 
the  guard  were,  that  they  should  not  resist  a  large  organized  force,  but 
to  jjreserve  the  public  property  from  depredation  by  individuals  or  any 
mob,  as  usual.  The  troops,  consisting  of  Company  I  of  the  First,  and 
A  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  were  to  form  at  quarters  and  await  further 
orders  in  case  of  the  approach  of  any  considerable  force. 

At  fifteen  minutes  of  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  I  re- 
ceived a  message  from  the  ofiQcer  of  the  day  that  a  large  armed  force 
was  entering  the  city.  Eepairing  to  my  company  quarters,  a  L)w,  one- 
story  building,  marked  B  on  the  accompanying  plot,*  situated  in  the 
yard  used  as  a  depot  for  ordnauce,  the  men  were  formed,  and  ordered 
to  remain  at  their  quarters. .  I  then  proceeded  to  the  Army  offices  in 
the  building  marked  A,  where  officers  were  awaiting  developments 
rather  than  orders,  it  being  understood  that  no  resistance  would  be 
made.  A  few  minutes  after,  some  eighty  armed  citizens  took  position 
across  the  street  at  the  point  C,  and  another  party  in  the  lot  at  H. 
Eeturning  towards  my  company  quarters,  I  found  a  strong  party  on 
the  street  leading  to  the  plaza,  some  of  them  ascending  the  stairs  to 
the  second  story  of  the  ordnance  building,  D.  Approaching  them,  I 
was  accosted  by  two  persons,  who  seemed  surprised  at  being  observed. 
One  of  them  was  announced  as  Colonel  McCuUoch.  I  informed  him 
that  the  house  on  the  corner  was  occupied  by  soldiers.  He  said  he  could 
not  help  that.  I  asked,  "  Perhaps  you  will  tell  me  what  you  intend 
to  do,''  to  which  he  replied  that  his  force  was  in  commanding  positions, 
and  would  take  possession  of  all  the  public  property,  after  which,  if 
anything  was  wanted,  it  would  have  to  be  asked  of  the  commissioners, 
and  that  the  persons  of  my  men  were  secure,  and  would  not  be  molested. 
During  this  conversation,  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  force  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river  served  to  prevent  my  company  and  that  of 
the  First  Infantry  at  F  from  uniting.  In  the  mean  time  his  people  were 
mounting  to  the  roof  of  the  ordnance  building,  of  the  house  adjoining 
on  the  south,  and  of  the  Masonic-  Hall  at  G.  About  one  hour  after 
this  conversation,  having  heard  that  it  was  intended  to  demand  the 
arms  in  the  hands  of  our  men,  I  sought  Colonel  McCuUoch,  and  asked 
him  if  I  had  understood  him  rightly  that  the  persons  of  the  soldiers 
would  not  be  molested.  He  answered,  "Yes."  I  stated  that  they 
would  consider  their  persons  very  much  molested  if  theii^  arms  were 
interfered  with.    He  replied,  "  That  is  a  question  for  the  commissioners 

*  Omitted.  '      ""^ 
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to  determine."  I  added  that  such  an  attempt  would  be  followed  by 
serious  consequences,  which  would  be  painful  to  all  concerned,  and  sug- 
gested that  he  would  confer  with  his  commissioners  on  that  subject  if 
he  had  not  been  instructed  upon  it.  He  signified  his  intention  to  obey 
their  instructions,  whatever  they  might  be,  at  any  cost,  and  added : 
''  Some  of  you  had  better  arrange  this  matter  quickly,  or  my  men  will 
do  it  for  you,"  thus  intimating  that  they  might  not  be  controlled. 

Near  7  o'clock  Colonel  McOulloch  came  to  me  with  a  letter,  addressed 
to  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  Texas.  I  informed  him  that  I 
was  not  the  officer,  and  referred  him  to  you  as  commanding  the  post. 
These  matters  were  all  reported  to  you. 

At  10  o'clock  I  particularly  reported  the  situation  of  my  company,  in 
contracted  quarters,  and  so  completely  surrounded  and  commanded  by 
the  citizens'  force  that  no  man  could  move  without  having  several  hun- 
dred guns  pointed  at  him,  at  the  option  of  that  force,  and  that  they  had 
been  in  this  situation  nearly  six  hours.  You  notified  the  department 
commander  of  this.  It  seemed  to  be  of  consequence,  in  yielding  to  the 
Texas  commissioners,  that  these  two  companies  should  leave  the  State  "by 
the  way  of  the  coast."  On  this  point  you  are  better  informed  than  I  am ; 
my  knowledge  of  it  is  incomplete.  I  understood,  however,  that  our 
trooi)s  would  not  be  permitted  to  leave  their  quarters  if  this  demand  was 
not  acceded  to,  and  that  it  was  the  one  measure  to  restore  quiet. 

About  11  o'clock  the  order  was  given  to  prepare  to  go  into  camp,  and 
at  3  p.  m.  the  two  companies  marched  out  of  the  city,  and  formed  their 
camp  at  this  place. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LARKII^[  SMITH, 
Major  by  Brevet^  Captain,  Eiglith  Infantry, 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Eiglitli  Infantry  J  Commanding  San  Antonio  BarracJcs, 
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Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  King,  Eiglitli  IF,  S.  Infantry^  of  the  seizure  of  U,  8, 

property  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Camp  San  Pedro,  Tex.,  March  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  By  your  order  I  report  to  you  that  I  was  on  duty  as  officer  of 
the  day  at  San  Antonio  Barracks  on  the  15th  ultimo.  At  night  the  guard 
at  the  Alamo  had  orders  not  to  load  their  muskets,  and  not  to  resist  in 
case  an  armed  force  attempted  to  seize  the  public  property.  Some  time 
before  daybreak  the  corporal  at  the  Alamo  reported  to  me  that  the 
citizen  troops  we  had  been  expecting  for  a  day  or  two  had  arrived  in 
the  city.  Our  soldiers  were  notified  of  it,  and  the  sentinels  withdrawn 
from  their  pOvSts. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JIl^O.  H.  KING, 
Captain,  First  Infantry, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  Hoffman, 

Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding  San  Antonio  Barraclcs,  Tex. 
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Ko.  7. 

Reports  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  First  U.  S.  Infantry^  of  events  from  February 

19  to  April  23,  1861. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  Fehruary  26,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders  No.  22,  Adjutant- General's  Office,  Washington,  January  28, 1861, 
I  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  Texas  on  the  19th  instant. 

I  send  herewith,  by  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  D.  T.  Chandler,  U.  S.  Army,  a 
communication,  dated  the  19th  instant,  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs, 
giving  a  full  account  of  the  forcible  entry  into  and  occupation  of  this 
city  by  the  troops  of  this  State,  on  the  16th  instant,  together  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  military  commission  therein  referred  to,  and  the  pa 
l)ers  connected  with  it.* 

On  my  arrival  in  San  Antonio,  I  found  the  city  filled  with  armed  men. 
The  public  property,  including  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Eey 
nolds,  assistant  quartermaster — some  ten  thousand  dollars — had  been 
seized  by  an  armed  force  under  Col.  Ben.  McCuUoch,  w^ho  was  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Convention 
of  the  People  of  Texas,  and  that  General  Twiggs  had  already  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  said  commissioners,  in  which  he  stipulated  that 
all  the  posts  should  be  evacuated,  the  public  j^roperty  surrendered  to 
the  State  authorities,  and  that  the  troops  should  leave  Texas  by  way  of 
the  coast.  An  order  for  the  evacuation  of  the  posts  was  immediately 
issued  hy  General  Twiggs.  The  moment  the  secession  movement  com- 
menced, the  people  of  Texas  became  much  excited  on  that  subject,  and 
immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  secession  ordinance,  several  large 
bodies  of  Texans  were  collected  and  threatened  an  attack  upon  some  of 
our  posts.  Their  main  object  apiDcared  to  be  the  public  property.  No 
one  at  a  distance  can  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  state  of  public  feeling. 
There  is  a  strong  feeling  against  the  General  Government,  and  the  Army, 
being  the  representative  of  its  power,  shares  that  dislike. 

The  troops  in  this  department  are  stationed  at  different  camps  or  posts 
in  small  garrisons,  and  spread  over  a  very  large  extent  of  country.  To 
concentrate  a  sufficient  number  to  make  a  successful  resistance,  after 
the  Texans  had  taken  the  field,  was  not  practicable.  Besides,  we  had 
no  large  depot  of  provisions  to  move  upon,  and  the  means  of  transpor- 
tation at  the  posts  were  so  limited  that  the  troops  could  have  taken  with 
them  a  supply  for  only  a  few  days.  An  attempt  to  bring  them  together 
under  these  circumstances  would  have,  no  doubt,  resulted  in  their  being 
cut  up  in  detail  before  they  could  get  out  of  the  country.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  the  agreement  entered 
into  by  General  Twiggs,  and  remove  the  troops  from  the  country  as 
early  as  possible.  With  this  view,  arrangements  are  being  made  to 
bring  the  troops  to  the  coast  in  time  to  meet  the  transports,  if  possible. 
Under  this  date  I  have  made  the  necessary  requistion  for  transports,  and 
have  indicated  the  points  of  embarkation  and  the  number  of  the  troops. 
The  commissioners  of  this  State  will  communicate  with  the  government 
of  Louisiana,  and  will  endeavor  to  get  such  authority  as  will  permit 
the  troops,  if  necessary,  to  go  up  the  Mississippi  River.  If  such  authority 
is  granted.  Colonel  Chandler  will  be  advised  of  it,  and  will  give  you  the 
necessary  information. 

*See  Twiggs  to  Thomas,  February  19,  18G1,  pp.  503-516. 


522  OPERATIONS    IN    TEXAS   AND   NEW   MEXICO.  [Chap.  Vrt. 

In  connection  with  the  naatter  of  this  communication,  I  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  addressed  to  these  headquarters,  underdateof  12th  instant^ 
whilst  in  command  of  Camp  Yerde,  which  contains  the  expression  of 
my  views  previous  to  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  present  position. 
I  will  add  that  armed  bodies  of  men  are  moving  upon  some  of  the  posts 
within  this  command,  Oamp  Cooper  being  one  of  them,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  copy  of  Captain  Carpenter^s  letter  of  the  Idth  instant,  in- 
closed herewith.    Other  posts  are  also  threatened. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel^  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  &c, 

[InclosTires.] 

Headquarters  Camp  Yerde, 

February  12, 1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  circular 
from  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  dated  the  4th  instant,  con- 
veying the  information  that  "  the  secession  act  has  passed  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State,  to  take  effect  on  the  2d  day  of  March  next." 

By  this  act  Texas  has  dissolved  her  connection  with  the  other  States, 
withdrawn  her  allegiance  to  the  General  Government,  and  declared 
herself  an  independent  sovereignty,  so  far  as  it  is  in  her  power  to  do  so. 
By  placing  herself  outside  the  Union  she  has  forfeited  all  claim  for 
further  protection  by  the  United  States  troops,  and  unless  the  General 
Government  intends  to  coerce  the  State  into  submission,  which  I  can- 
not think  possible,  there  does  not  occur  to  me  any  reason  for  keeping 
the  troops  in  this  department. 

Being  desirous  of  concentrating  my  regiment  (the  First  Infantry)  so 
as  to  bring  the  companies  more  under  my  control,  I  respectfully  request 
permission  to  move  out  of  the  department  with  the  five  companies  now 
serving  here,  and  join  the  remainder  of  the  regiment,  which  is  in  the 
Department  of  the  West. 

Many  strong  reasons  present  themselves  to  my  mind  in  favor  of  as 
early  a  movement  as  practicable.  It  is  well  known  that  much  hostile 
feeling  exists  towards  the  General  Government,  and  the  Army,  being 
the  representative  of  its  power,  is  viewed  by  a  certain  class  with  much 
dislike.  It  would  require  but  slight  cause  to  produce  a  collision,  the 
ultimate  results  of  which  no  man  can  calculate. 

There  is  another  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  stronger  reason  which  may 
be  urged  for  an  early  movement  of  the  troops.  I  have  it  from  a  source 
I  think  reliable  that  the  State  authorities  intend  to  require  the  sur- 
render of  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  men  before  they  leave  the  State. 
A  demand  of  the  kind  would,  of  course,  be  resisted  by  the  troops,  and 
if  force  were  used,  it  would  lead  to  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 
In  the  present  highly-excited  state  of  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Texas,  the  first  blood  shed  would,  I  fear,  be  the  prelude  to  a 
general  attack  on  the  Army.  A  kind  of  guerrilla  war  would  follow. 
The  scattered  condition  of  the  troops,  in  small  garrisons,  at  a  consider- 
able distance  from  each  other,  and  dependent  for  supplies  on  remote 
depots,  would  render  concert  of  action  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, and  be  very  favorable  for  partisan  operations  against  them. 

If  the  commanding  general  should  deem  it  proper  to  authorize  the 
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movement,  I  have  to  request  that  the  Quartermaster's  Department  be 
directed  to  furnish  on  my  requisition  the  necessary  means  of  transpor- 
tation. 

I  am,  major,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel^  First  Infantry, 
Maj.  W.  A.  ^icnoi^s,  Assistant  Adjuta7it- General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  8a7i  Antonio. 

Camp  Cooper,  Texas, 

February  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information  from  a  source  which  cannot  be 
doubted  that  a  force  is  concentrating  about  this  post  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  us,  and  of  taking  possession  of  the  public  property  here. 
This  force  is  concentrating  about  the  camp — coming  in  by  small  parties. 
An  express  passed  thirty  near  here  yesterday,  and  the  herdsman  saw 
several  about  the  herd  yesterday.  I  shall  use  what  force  and  vigilance 
we  can  to  protect  ourselves  and  proi^erty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  CARPENTER, 
Captain,  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 
Major  Nichols. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  26,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  troops  serving  in  the  Department  of  Texas,  and  have  to 
request  that  transportation  may  be  furnished  for  them  from  Indianola 
and  Brazos  Santiago  to  such  points  as  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  Army  shall  direct.  My  arrangements  are  that  the  Third 
Infantry  and  two  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry  shall  embark  at  the 
Brazos,  and  that  the  remaining  eight  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry, 
'the  five  companies  of  the  First  Infentry,  and  the  nine  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Infantry  shall  proceed  to  Indianola,  and  take  shipping  at  that 
place.  I  have  estimated  for  the  full  allowance  of  of&cers^  servants  and 
laundresses,  not  knowing  the  exact  number  there  are.  I  have  no  doubt 
there  will  be  the  full  number  of  laundresses.  Each  transport  should 
be  supplied  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions,  w^ater,  and  fuel  for 
the  voyage,  as  it  will  not  be  safe  to  depend  upon  the  resources  of  Texas 
for  any  of  the  articles  required.  It  is  very  important  that  I  should 
know  as  early  as  possible  the  time  the  transports  will  be  on  the  coast, 
their  tonnage,  extent  of  supplies,  and  the  number  of  troops  that  each 
one  will  be  directed  to  receive  on  board,  in  order  that  I  may  have  the 
troops  at  the  points  of  embarkation,  and  may  be  enabled  to  apportion 
them  understandingly.  The  difficulty  of  subsisting  them,  after  a 
movement  is  commenced,  owing  to  the  limited  means  of  transportation, 
renders  it  necessary  to  retain  the  companies  at  their  posts  as  long  as 
l)ossible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  TJ,  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army,  New  YorTc. 
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[Inclosure,] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  AntoniOj  February  20,  1861. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  troops  to  he  removed  from  the  Department  of  Texas,  in  compU- 
pliance  ivith  General  Twiggs^  agreement  with  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 

Texas. 


To  embark  at  the  Brazos. 

Third  Infantry 

Two  companies,  E  and  Gr,  Second  Cavalry 

Total 

To  embark  at  Indianola. 

Second  Cavalry  (8  companies) 

Pirst  Infantry  (5  companies) 

Eighth  Infantry  (9  companies) 

Total 

Grand  total 
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2,684 


Besides  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  included  in  the  above  list,  there 
are  one  doctor  and  one  paymaster  stationed  at  Fort  Brown,  and  one 
paymaster  at  Fort  Bliss.  One  ordnance  sergeant  is  stationed  at  Brazos 
Santiago,  and  a  hospital  steward  at  Fort  Brown. 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  3,  1861. 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  February,  containing  directions  for 
the  movement  of  the  troops  out  of  this  Department  in  case  Texas  should 
secede,  was  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Putnam  on  the  1st  instant. 
The  several  communications  forwarded  by  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cliandler,  Third  Infantry,  which  I  trust  will  reach  you  by  the  8th  in- 
stant, will  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  department  up 
to  the  25th  ultimo.  Previous  to  that  date  the  commissioners  of  the  State 
demanded  of  me  certain  statements  in  relation  to  the  funds  in  the  hands 
of  disbursiug  officers,  the  known  object  of  which  was  to  enable  them  to 
seize  all  moneys  belongiug  to  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  Texas. 
(See  paper  B.)  To  this  demand  I  refused  compliance.  (Paper  marked 
C.)  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  ultimo  an  armed  force,  acting  under  the 
commissioners  of  the  State,  took  forcible  possession  of  the  offices  occupied 
by  Major  Yinton,  quartermaster ;  Major  McClure,  paymaster ;  Captain 
Whiteley,  Ordnance  officer ;  Captain  Blair,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  Lieutenant  Williams,  depot  commissary  j  ejected  these  officers  and 
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their  clerks  from  their  offices,  and  placed  a  sentinel  at  the  doors.  (See 
papers  marked  0^,  0^,  G^,  0^,  C^)  About  the  time  of  their  taking  pos- 
session of  the  offices  they  notified  me  that  the  means  of  transportation 
would  be  withheld,  and  consequently  the  movement  of  the  troops  pre- 
vented, until  these  demands  were  complied  with.  After  a  delay  of  some 
days  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  commissioners,  whereby  the 
restrictions  imposed  on  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Depart- 
ments were  removed,  and  the  means  of  transportation  again  placed  at 
my  disposal.  Major  Vinton  and  Captain  Blair  are  now  in  the  discharge 
of  their  proper  duties.  The  conditions  of  the  agreement  whereby  they 
were  iDermitted  to  again  take  charge  of  their  offices  will  be  found  in 
papers  marked  D^,  D^. 

Previous  to  making  this  agreement  it  was  ascertained  that  after  ex- 
pending all  of  the  available  funds  on  hand  there  would  be  outstanding 
debts  to  the  amount  of  some  eight  thousand  dollars  against  the  Commis- 
sary Department  and  nearly  double  that  sum  against  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department.  The  offices  of  Major  McClure  and  Captain  Whiteley 
are  still  held  by  a  guard,  and  I  understand  that  the  commissioners  have 
referred  their  cases  to  the  Convention,  now  in  session  at  Austin,  for 
further  instructions. 

I  inclose,  also,  copies  of  my  letters  alluded  to  in  the  communication 
by  Colonel  Chandler  (marked  E  and  F*),  therein  accidentally  omitted. 
I  likewise  inclose  copies  of  letters  of  Colonel  Hoffman  and  Bvt.  Maj.  L. 
Smith,  Eighth,  and  Caj)tain  King,  First  Infantry,  relating  particularly 
to  the  circumstances  attending  the  forcible  seizure  of  the  public  property 
in  San  Antonio  on  the  16th  idtimo  by  the  State  troops,  &c.,  marked,  re- 
spectively, H,  I,  K.  t 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel^  U,  S.  Army^  Commanding  Department, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washingto7i,  D.  G, 

Ilnclosure  A.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  21,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  been  informed  by  Captain  Eeynolds,  assistant 
quartermaster,  that  the  funds  placed  in  his  hands  pertaining  to  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  and  for  which  he  is  i)ersonally  accounta- 
ble to  the  Treasury,  have  been  seized  by  an  armed  body  of  Texans,  and 
are  no  longer  in  his  possession. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Texas  "formally  and 
solemnly  agreed  with  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs,  XJ.  S.  Army, 
commanding  the  Department  of  Texas,"  that  '^the  necessary  means  for 
regular  and  comfortable  movement,  provisions,  tents,  &c.,  and  transpor- 
tation" shall  be  allowed  the  troops,  and  that  "  the  public  property  at  the 
various  posts,  other  than  that  above  recited,"  shall  be  turned  over  to 
agents,  &c.  The  words  "public  property"  do  not  include  money,  and 
certainly  not  money  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  who  are  person- 
ally accountable  for  it  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Their 
bondsmen,  their  private  property,  and  their  commissions  are  pledged  to 
their  Government  for  the  faithful  disbursement  of  the  funds  intrusted  to 
them. 


*  Transferred  to  Waite  to  Thomas,  February  26,  pp.  521-523. 
i  See  reports  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6,  pp.  517-520. 
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Believing  that  a  proper  construction  of  the  agreement  referred  to  will 
not  authorize  the  retention  of  the  funds  lately  in  the  possession  of  Gap- 
tain  Eeynolds,  and  seized  i^'i^^o'^  to  the  agreement  between  the  commis- 
sioners and  General  Twiggs,  I  have  to  require  that  they  may  be  returned 
to  him  immediately. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Department 

Messrs.  T.  J.  Devine, 

P.  IST.   LUCKETT, 

S.  A.  Maverick, 

Commissioners  on  behalf  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

San  Antonio,  February  22,  18G1. 

Sir  :  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  in 
which  you  state  that  ^^the  funds  placed  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Rey- 
nolds, assistant  quartermaster,  and  pertaining  to  his  department,  have 
been  seized  by  an  armed  body  of  Texans,  and  are  no  longer  in  his 
possession."  You  likewise  state  that  the  commissioners  ''  formaUy  and 
solemnly  agreed  with  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs,  commanding 
the  Department  of  Texas,"  that  ^^  the  necessary  means  for  regular  and 
comfortable  movement,  provisions,  tents,  &c.,  and  transportation,"  shall 
be  allowed  the  troops,  and  that  "  the  public  property  at  the  various  posts, 
other  than  that  above  recited,"  shall  be  turned  over  to  agents,  &c.  You 
further  state:  *'  The  words  'public  property'  do  not  include  money,  and 
certainly  not  money  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,"  &c.  You  like- 
wise state  that  '^a  proper  construction  of  the  agreement  referred  to  will 
not  authorize  the  retention  of  the  funds  lately  in  the  possession  of  Cap- 
tain Reynolds,  and  seized  prior  to  the  agreement  between  the  commis- 
sioners and  General  Twiggs,"  and^'  I  (you)  have  to  require  that  they  may 
be  returned  to  him  immediatelj^" 

In  reply  to  that  portion  of  your  communication  referring  to  our  agree- 
ment with  General  Twiggs,  for  the  comfortable  movement  of  the  troops, 
&c.,  we  have  to  remark  that  our  actions  with  reference  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  troops  will  attest  our  willingness  to  perform  our  part  of  the 
agreement,  and  we  are  now,  as  we  have  been  heretofore,  ready  and 
willing  to  carry  it  out  according  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
engagement. 

With  reference  to  that  portion  of  your  communication  relating  to  the 
words  "public  property,  not  including  money,"  &c.,  Ave  have  to  say  that 
if  the  word  "  money"  was  not  used  in  our  last  communication  to  General 
Twiggs,  it  was  simply  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  communication  of  a 
previous  date,  as  well  as  our  original  demand  on  General  Twiggs,  con- 
tained that  word  and  its  equivalents.  That  communication  in  which 
we  agreed  to  the  terms  of  the  note  of  the  18th  instant,  in  which  General 
Twiggs  claimed  the  retention  of  two  batteries  of  Light  Artillery,  refers 
to  our  previous  communications,  in  which  we  claimed  all  public  property, 
and  the  reason  is  apparent.  We  claim  no  interest  in  or  desire  to  meddle 
with  private  property;  but  we  do  now,  as  we  have  heretofore  done, 
claim  as  public  property  all  money  belonging  to  or  held  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Federal  Government. 

Again,  if  it  were  necessary  to  show  that  nothing  was  withdrawn  by 
the  undersigned  from  their  original  and  repeated  demands,  or  under- 
stood to  have  been  withdrawn  on  our  part  by  General  Twiggs,  it  will  be 
found  in  the  demands  made  by  that  officer  and  several  others  for  trans- 
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portation,  &c.,  and  freely  furnished  by  the  undersigned,  although  no 
reference  is  made  in  express  terms  to  this  obligation  in  any  of  the  notes 
between  General  Twiggs  and  the  undersigned,  and  the  reference  is  only 
found  in  our  communication  of  the  14th  instant  to  the  military  com- 
mission. We  might  still  further  add  that  the  military  commission,  as 
well  as  General  Twiggs,  repeatedly  disclaimed  any  rignt  on  the  part  of 
the  officer  in  command  to  control  disbursing  officers  in  their  disposition 
of  the  public  funds.  If,  then.  General  Twiggs  has  acted  upon  portions 
of  our  answer  of  the  14th  instant,  although  such  portions  were  not  set 
out  in  our  reply  of  the  18th,  it  shows  that  he  understood  that  the 
referring  to  that  communication  was  a  substantial  embodiment  of  its 
terms  in  the  communication  in  which  we  referred  to  it.  A  consideration 
of  these  facts  will  show  the  necessity  for  a  complete  understanding  of 
all  matters  connected  with  or  operating  in  any  manner  upon  the  question 
of  our  right  to  obtain  possession  of  or  control  the  funds  of  the  Federal 
Government  in  Texas,  such  funds  being  subject,  however,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  all  legitimate  claims  due  either  to  soldiers  or  citizens.  For 
this  purpose  the  undersigned  submit  the  following  questions,  to  be 
answered  by  the  various  disbursing  officers  or  heads  of  departments, 
and  certified  to,  respectively,  by  them  "  on  honor": 

Question  1.  Please  state  what  amount  of  funds,  in  specie,  coin,  drafts, 
or  otherwise,  w^ere  in  your  custody  or  under  your  control  for  purposes 
connected  with  your  department  in  the  performance  of  your  official 
duties  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1861. 

Question  2.  Please  state  what  portion  of  that  amount  has  been  dis- 
bursed or  changed  from  its  original  condition  between  that  day  and  the 
time  of  answering  this  question,  and  how  and  where  was  this  disburse- 
ment or  change  made. 

Question  3.  Please  state  what  amount  of  indebtedness  exists  against 
your  department  at  the  time  of  answering  this  question,  and  the  per- 
sons claiming  the  same,  as  nearly  as  it  is  in  your  power  to  do. 

Question  4.  Please  state  what  amount  in  specie  or  com  has  come  into 
your  possession  since  the  8th  of  February,  1861,  and  what  amount  has 
been  placed  to  your  credit  or  at  your  disposal  for  purposes  connected 
with  your  department  in  other  cities  of  the  Union  since  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1861. 

Question  5.  Please  state  the  amount  of  funds  connected  with  your 
department  on  hand  in  specie,  coin,  drafts,  or  other  evidences  of  money 
or  credits,  and  please  state  the  amounts  of  the  respective  credits  in  this 
city,  and  with  whom,  as  likewise  in  other  cities  of  the  Union. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  preceding  five  questions  will  be  submitted  to  the 
various  disbursing  officers  residmg  in  this  city,  and  an  answer  is  required 
within  the  next  eighteen  hours. 

The  comioissioners  do  not  desire — on  the  contrary,  it  is  their  deter- 
mination that  nothing  shall  be  done  by  or  through  their  agency  that  is 
likely  to  cause — unpleasant  consequences.  Our  instructions  and  a  sense 
of  duty,  however,  alike  demand  that  all  measures  proper  and  necessary 
for  securing  the  public  funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall 
be  attemi)ted,  and,  if  possible,  carried  to  a  successful  termination. 
We  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

THOS.  J.  DEVINE, 
S.  A.  MAVERICK, 
P.  K  LUOKETT, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  U.  8.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 
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[Inclosure  C] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  25,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  already  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  22d  instant,  and  the  pressure  of  my  public  duties  must  be  my 
apology  for  not  answering  it  at  an  earlier  date. 

In  regard  to  the  five  questions  proposed  in  your  communication,  and 
your  request  that  the  "various  disbursing  officers  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments be  required  to  furnish  you  with  answers,  ^certified  to'  by  them 
^on  honor,'''  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  no  power  to  compel  a  compli- 
ance with  your  wishes.  An  order  of  that  kind  would  be  illegal,  and 
they  would  not  be  bound  to  obey  it.  As  regards  myself,  if  I  were  to 
issue  an  order  that  would  endanger  the  public  funds,  or  cause  a  dispo- 
sition of  them  not  sanctioned  by  law,  I  should  place  my  commission  in 
jeopardy  and  render  myself  liable  for  the  amounts  involved. 

In  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  claims  against  the  United  States,  I 
would  remark  that  the  disbursing  officers  by  whom  the  debts  were  con- 
tracted are  the  proper  persons  to  pay  them,  as  they  alone  can  know  the 
amounts  actually  due. 

I  will  here  repeat,  what  I  have  more  fully  stated  in  a  former  commu- 
nication, that  I  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  Texas  to  claim  any  por- 
tion of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers.  In  this  view 
of  the  case  I  am  confirmed  by  the  most  positive  assurance  of  General 
Twiggs  that  he  had  not  at  any  time  or  in  any  way  consented  to  the 
transfer  of  the  public  funds  to  the  State  of  Texas. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Department, 
Messrs.  T.  J.  Devine, 

S.  A.  Maverick, 

P.   N.   LUCKETT, 

Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 

[Inclosure  C*.] 

Quartermaster's  Office, 
Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  1,  1861. 

Major  :  On  the  26th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  report,  verbally,  to 
the  colonel  commanding  the  department  that  I,  with  my  clerks  and  mes- 
senger, had  been  summarily  ejected,  by  order  of  the  Texas  commis- 
sioners, from  the  room  occupied  by  me  as  the  office  of  the  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  Department  of  Texas ;  that  a  sentinel  from  the  Texas 
trooi)S  was  i^laced  over  the  room,  and  that  all  access  thereto  by  myself 
and  employes  was  thereby  cut  off  and  prohibited.  I  have  now  further 
to  report  that  the  commissioner  who  executed  the  order  of  ejectment 
gave  no  reason  for  his  conduct ;  that  when  asked  if  I  could  have  access 
to  my  papers,  gave  no  satisfactory  answer,  and  when  the  keys  of  my 
iron  safe,  containing  a  small  amount  of  public  funds,  were  offered  to  him, 
he  declined  to  receive  them.  I  have  since  applied  to  the  commissioner 
to  remove  the  restrictions  thus  imposed  without  success — no  reply  being 
vouchsafed.  What  good  results  they  may  have  expected  from  the  course 
they  have  thought  proper  to  pursue  is  more  than  I  can  conjecture,  but 
I  have  to  complain  that  it  has  been  productive  of  great  inconvenience 
to  the  service  in  which  I  have  the  honor  to  serve.    It  has  debarred  me 
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from  a  free  exercise  of  my  functions  as  chief  quartermaster,  and  has 
been  the  means  of  shutting  up  papers  essential  to  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  officers  at  several  of  the  posts  requiring  my  action.  It 
seems  to  be  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  power,  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  retal- 
iation for  some  act,  of  which  the  commander  of  the  department  may, 
perhaps,  be  more  conversant  than  I  am,  or  else  to  coerce  me  into  acts  as 
repugnant  to  my  feelings  of  honor  as  they  are  contrary  to  my  duty  to- 
ward my  Government  and  a  proper  integrity  to  my  bondsmen — of  which 
the  commander  of  the  department  may  have  some  conception. 

I  respectfully  ask  the  mediation  of  the  colonel  commanding  the  depart- 
ment with  the  commissioners  for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  the 
performance  of  my  duties  above  pointed  out. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  YINTOlsr, 
Major  and  Quartermaster, 
Bvt.  Maj.  W.  A.  ISTiCHOLS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Seadquarters  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio, 

[Inclosure  C^.] 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  2, 1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel 
commanding,  that  on  the  26th  ultimo,  while  in  the  regular  discharge  of 
my  duties,  I  was  ejected  from  my  office,  which  was  taken  possession  of 
in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Texas,  in  the  manner  following : 

About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  an  armed  body  of  men  were  marched  to  the 
door  of  my  office,  where  they  were  posted  by  the  person  in  command, 
and  instructed  in  an  undertone.  I  continued  discharging  my  duties 
afterward  for  probably  thirty  minutes,  when  one  of  the  commissioners, 
Mr.  P.  N.  Luckett,  of  the  State  of  Texas,  entered,  and  ordered  me  to 
close  my  safe  and  office,  and  cease  to  transact  any  further  business, 
saying  that  he  took  possession  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Texas.  I 
closed  the  door  of  my  safe  and  office,  and  have  since  been  prohibited 
from  entering  the  latter  by  the  sentinel  stationed  there. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  McCLURE, 
Paymaster  J  TJ.  S.  Army. 
Bvt.  Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  JI,  S,  Army, 

[Inclosure  CI 

Texas  Arsenal,  San  Antonio,  March  3, 1861. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  the  colonel  commanding  the 
Department  of  Texas  that  on  the  25th  ultimo  a  guard  was  placed  in 
my  office,  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  on  the  corner  of  Solidad  and 
Elvers  streets,  San  Antonio,  by  order  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  People  of  Texas,  which  being  a  direct  and  gross  insult  to 
me,  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  being  power- 
less to  prevent  or  redress  such  great  wrong,  I  immediately  withdrew 
from  that  office. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  K.  WHITELEY, 

Captain  of  Ordnance. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters  Bepartment  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex, 
34  B  R 


530  OPEKATIONS   IN   TEXAS    AND   NEW   MEXICO.  IChap.  VII. 

[Inclosure  C*.] 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  February  26, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  this  morDing  forcibly  dis- 
possessed of  my  ofi&ce,  iuclnding  my  public  funds  and  official  records 
and  papers,  by  an  armed  force  represented  to  be  under  the  personal 
command  of  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  the 
State  of  Texas.  On  attempting  to  enter  my  office,  after  such  possession 
had  been  taken,  I  was  warned  by  a  sentinel  stationed  over  the  door  that 
admittance  was  not  allowed. 

EespectfuUy,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BLAIE, 
Captain  and  C.  8. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio, 

[Inclosure  C^.] 

Office  of  A.  A.  C.  S., 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  February  27, 1861. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning,  about  11 
o'clock,  my  clerk  was  ordered  out  of  my  office  by  Dr.  P.  i>r.  Luckett,  one 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  Texan  Convention,  and  a  man  with  a  musket 
in  his  hand  posted  as  a  sentinel  over  the  office.    About  12  m.  yesterday, 
not  knowing  what  was  the  matter,  I  attempted  to  enter  my  office,  and 
was  peremptorily  ordered  not  to  enter  by  the  above-mentioned  man  with 
a  musket.    This  morning  I  am  informed  by  the  man  walking  in  front  of 
my  office  door  with  a  musket  in  his  hand  that  myself  and  clerk  have 
permission  to  go  into  my  office.    I  have  received  no  official  information 
of  the  authority  by  which  my  office  was  closed,  and  by  which  my  books, 
papers,  and  other  articles  of  private  property  were,  without  explanation, 
forcibly  taken  from  my  charge  and  possession. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  G.  WILLIAMS, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Infantry,  A,  A.  C,  S. 

Maj.  W.  A.  !N"iCHOLS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

[Inclosure  D'.l 

San  Antonio,  February  28, 1861. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Capt.  W.  B.  Blair,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
having  produced  to  the  undersigned  a  statement  of  the  public  funds, 
evidences  of  the  same,  and  the  amounts  of  credits  in  favor  of  his  office, 
together  with  the  amount  due  citizens  of  Texas  for  supplies  furnished 
on  account  of  his  office,  and  it  being  understood  and  agreed  to  by  Capt. 
W.  B.  Blair  and  the  undersigned  that  he  will,  to  the  extent  of  the  means 
on  hand,  or  that  may  hereafter  come  into  his  control,  liquidate  without 
delay  the  claims  of  the  citizens  aforesaid ;  that  the  undersigned  will  not 
interfere  with,  or  permit  any  interference  with,  such  funds  or  credits  as 
are  now  or  may  hereafter  come  into  his  possession  or  into  the  State  of 
Texas  for  his  disbursement  or  control,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  the  power 
of  the  undersigned  to  prevent  any  interference  or  attempt  to  interfere 
with  said  funds  or  credits  on  hand  or  in  transitu.  It  being  understood 
and  agreed  to  by  both  parties  that  should  any  surplus  of  existing  means 
or  credits  reiaaiu  after  the  payments  of  said  debts,  and  the  furnishing 
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neci^ssary  supplies  for  the  troops,  that  the  surphis  so  remaining  shall  be 
turned  over  to  the  undersigned  or  such  other  commissioners  as  may 
represent  the  State  of  Texas  in  the  premises. 

THOS.  J.  DEVmE, 
S.  A.  MAYERIOK, 
P.  N.  LUOKETT, 
Commissioners  on  hehalf  of  Co7nmittee  of  Public  Safety. 

W.  B.  BLAIR, 
Captainj  C.  S.,  JJ.  8.  Army. 

[Inclosure  D^.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  2,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  1  here  repeat  in  writing  the  substance  of  the  remarks 
made  verbally  to  you  yesterday  with  respect  to  the  funds  on  hand,  the 
existing  debts  of  the  United  States  Quartermaster's  Department,  and 
those  which  may  accrue  during  the  stay  of  the  United  States  troops 
within  tbe  limits  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

That  I  will  exert  the  full  extent  of  my  authority  to  cause  to  be  paid 
to  the  citizens  of  Texas  all  just  demands  they  may  hold  against  the 
United  States  pertaining  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  contracted  by  said  Dei)artment,  so  far  as  the  funds  on 
hand  will  permit;  and,  further,  that,  it  having  been  ascertained  that  the 
available  funds  on  hand  are  not  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  present  out- 
standing demands,  I  will  cause  an  estimate  to  be  made  for  such  further 
sums  as  may  be  deemed  sufficient,  it  being  understood  and  agreed  to  by 
said  commissioners  that  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  hire  of 
teamsters,  lighters,  the  purchase  and  delivery  of  forage,  fuel,  and  other 
supplies,  and  to  meet  all  the  exi3enditures  necessary  for  a  "  regular  and 
comfortable  movement "  of  the  troops  on  their  march  from  their  present 
station  to  the  coast,  and  to  enable  them  to  emlDark,  shall  be  retained 
and  held  subject  to  such  expenditure. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

Messrs.  Thos.  J.  Devine, 

P.  ]S^.  LUCKETT, 

S.  A.  Maverick, 
Commissioners  on  behalf  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  San  Antonio. 

Approved  by  the  undersigned  commission  on  behalf  of  committee  of 
public  safety. 

THOMAS  J.  DEYUSTE. 
S.  A.  MAVERICK. 
P.  ISr.  LUCKETT. 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  2,  1861. 

We,  the  commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  public  safety, 
will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in 
Texas  such  means  of  transportation  as  are  at  our  command,  to  be  used 
by  said  troops  in  transporting  their  baggage,  provisions,  forage,  and 
other  supplies  to  such  jDoints  on  the  coast  as  have  been  selected  for 
embarkation. 

THOS.  J.  DEVINE, 
S.  A.  MAVERICK, 
P.  N.  LUCKETT, 
Commission  on  behalf  of  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
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[Inclosuro.  G.] 

Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 
ISTo.  34.  }  San  Antonio^  February  26,  J  861. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Ool.  D.  T.  Ohaiicller,  TI.  S.  Army,  will  proceed  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  Army  and  deliver  the  dispatches  with  which  he  is 
charged.  He  will  travel  with  all  possible  haste,  as  it  is  important  that 
the  information  contained  in  the  communications  intrusted  to  his  charge 
should  reach  Washington  as  early  as  possible. 

On  arriving  in  Louisiana,  Colonel  Chandler  will  communicate  with  the 
governor  of  that  State,  and  ascertain  if  a  safe  transit  for  the  troops 
evacuating  Texas  will  be  afforded  through  the  State  of  Louisiana,  with 
permission  to  purchase  the  necessary  supplies  and  secure  the  required 
means  of  transportation.  For  this  purpose  he  will  deliver  a  commu- 
nication addressed  to  the  governor  of  that  State  by  the  commissioners 
on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  public  safety  of  the  State  of  Texas.  After 
having  complied  with  these  instructions,  Colonel  Chandler  will  return  to 
San  Antonio. 

Bv  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  6,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communications  forwarded  by  Major  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
which  were  delivered  to  me  on  the  4:th  instant  by  Lieutenant  Major, 
Second  Cavalry.  Major  Porter  was  to  leave  Indianola  on  the  2d  instant 
for  Brazos  Santiago. 

The  difficulty  of  placing  provisions  at  Brazos  Santiago  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  whilst  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  transports,  the  collection  of 
a  large  Texan  force  at  Brownsville  or  in  its  vicinity,  which  would  render 
a  depot  at  that  place  insecure,  and  the  small  number  of  United  States 
troops  on  the  Eio  Grande  below  Fort  Mcintosh,  have  induced  me  to 
change  my  arrangements  so  far  as  to  have  all  the  troops  embark  at 
Indianola.  Should  it,  however,  be  deemed  expedient  hereafter  to  have 
a  part  of  the  troops  embark  at  the  Brazos,  the  transports  can  easily  be 
ordered  from  Indianola  to  that  point.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that 
all  of  the  vessels  sent  out  to  take  the  troops  may  be  directed  to  proceed  to 
Indianola. 

Two  companies  of  the  Third  Infantry  (Johns'  and  Clitz's)  were  o-rdered 
to  Fort  Brown  from  Einggold  Barracks  to  relieve  the  artillery,  and  as  it 
is  probable  that  they  reached  that  post  before  the  arrival  at  Brazos  of 
the  steamer  Daniel  Webster,  I  presume  they  embarked  with  the  artil- 
lery. Major  Porter  wrote  me  that  he  would  '^make  every  effort  to  take 
with  me  [him]  the  garrison  of  Einggold  Barracks." 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,         ^ 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  of  tlie  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 

P.  S. — I  beg  that  it  may  be  borne  in  mind  that  I  am  dependent  entirely 
on  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Texas  for  the  use  of  the  means  of 
transportation  which  were  heretofore  under  the  control  of  the  Quarter* 
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master's  Department.  As  difficulties  are  daily  occurring  to  retard  our 
operations,  and  frequently  to  delay  the  march  of  the  troops,  I  cannot 
feel  that  certainty  of  having  them  at  the  points  selected  for  concentra- 
tion at  any  given  time  that  I  should  do  if  entirely  independent  of  the 
commissioners,  and  free  to  act  agreeably  to  my  own  judgment. 
Yery  respectfully, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel  J  IT.  8.  Army,  Commanding  I)epartm£nt 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  12,  1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  communication, 
under  date  of  25th  ultimo,  was  received  on  the  8th  instant  from  Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Eeeve,  captain.  Eighth  Infantry,  advising  me  of  the 
arrival  at  that  post  [Fort  Bliss]  of  the  "four  companies  of  the  Eighth 
Infantry  recently  stationed  in  the  Department  of  Kew  Mexico — the  last 
one.  Company  B  (Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eeeve's),  arriving  on  the 
21st  instant"  (February). 

Brevet  Major  Sprague's  company  (E,  Eighth  Infantry)  left  Fort  Bliss 
the  25th  ult.  for  Fort  Davis,  under  Lieutenant  Frank,  Eighth  Infantry. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

Sa7i  Antonio,  March  13,  1861. 

Colonel  :  The  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners, 
who  have  the  entire  control  of  the  means  of  transportation  -,  the  great 
distance  from  this  place  to  El  Paso ;  the  uncertainty  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  things  at  the  several  posts  on  the  Upper  Eio  Grande, 
especially  in  regard  to  their  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  baggage, 
supplies,  &c.;  and  the  difficulties  which  attend  the  march  of  troops  and 
the  movement  of  trains  at  this  season  of  the  year  over  a  large  portion 
of  the  route,  have  caused  so  many  delays  that  I  was  not  able  until  yes- 
terday to  entirely  complete  the  arrangements  necessary  to  briug  the 
troops  down  from  those  distant  posts. 

The  three  companies  at  El  Paso  will  probably  leave  that  post  about 
the  25th  of  this  month,  and,  with  the  four  companies  now  at  Fort  Quit- 
man, Fort  Davis,  and  Fort  Stockton,  may  be  expected  to  be  at  the  coast 
and  ready  to  embark  in  about  forty  days  from  that  date.  The  last  re- 
turns show  the  strength  of  the  several  companies  to  be  fourteen  officers 
and  about  four  hundred  and  twenty -six  enlisted  men,  laundresses,  &c. 
As  it  is  not  possible  for  the  companies  above  mentioned  to  embarlc  before 
the  first  week  in  May,  transports  for  that  number  of  troops  will  not  be 
required  until  that  time. 

To  a  certain  extent,  the  same  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  the  troops 
can  be  assembled  and  ready  for  embarkation,  which  prevented  my  stat- 
ing in  any  of  my  former  communications  the  exact  time  the  transports 
would  be  wanted,  still  hangs  over  our  future  movements.    This  arises 
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from  the  confused  condition  of  affairs  in  this  department,  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  commissioners,  and  my  having  but  a  limited  control  over 
the  means  necessary  to  move  the  troops. 

I  am  now  concentrating  the  troops  at  a  camp  established  at  Green 
Lake,  some  twenty  miles  from  Indianola,  the  nearest  point  to  the  coast 
where  pure  water,  fuel,  and  good  grazing  can  easily  be  obtained. 

By  my  present  arrangements  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  assemble  by 
the  lOth  of  April  and  have  ready  for  the  transports  some  forty-five 
officers  and  thirteen  hundred  men,  and  by  the  10th  of  May  I  hope  to 
have  the  remainder  of  the  troops  in  a  position  ready  to  embark.  All 
the  troops  will  embark  at  Indianola. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel  J  Commanding  Department, 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington^  JD.  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  16,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter 
received  from  Maj.  C.  C.  Sibley,  Third  Infantry,  reporting  the  move- 
ments of  the  troops  on  the  Eio  Grande.  The  distance  from  Fort  Mcin- 
tosh to  Fort  Brown  is  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  Major 
Sibley's  command  may  be  expected  to  arrive  at  tbe  latter  place  about 
the  24tli  instant. 

I  have  not  recently  received  any  official  information  of  the  condition 
of  affairs  at  Fort  Brown,  but,  from  the  reports  which  have  reached  me, 
do  not  anticipate  any  difficulty  with  the  State  troops. 

Colonel  Bonneville  being  out  of  the  department,  and  Colonel  Backus 
having  received  a  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  his  health,  the  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Infantry  will  devolve  on  Major  Sibley. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Department. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 

Army  Headquarters,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Inclosure.l 

Headquarters  Fort  McIntosh,  Tex., 

March  11,  1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  11th  instant,  with  other  packages.  I  have  to  state  in  reply  that, 
in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief,  communi- 
cated by  Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-general,  on  the  4th  instant, 
from  Fort  Brown,  I  shall  commence  the  march  on  Fort  Brown  to- 
morrow morning.  I  have  the  transportation  provided  for  the  move- 
ment. Major  Porter  states  that  funds  are  provided  at  Fort  Brown  to 
defray  expenses  of  transportation,  and  urges  me  to  hasten  my  march. 
Doubtless  he  has  communicated  with  the  commander  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  matter. 

Lieutenant  Davis,  A.  A.  Q.  M.,  is  turning  over  the  property  which 
does  not  move  with  the  command  to  Mr.  Charles  Callaghan,  who  is  the 
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agent  of  tlie  State  of  Texas  to  receive  the  United  States  property  at 
this  post. 

Major  French,  with  his  command,  was  on  the  5th  instant  near  Edin- 
burgh, about  sixty  miles  from  Fort  Brown.  In  a  note  to  me  of  the  Gth 
instant,  Colonel  Backus  states :  "  Bowman's  company  moves  to-morrow 
by  land  light,  the  baggage  by  water.  Major  Porter  is  very  anxious  tO 
expedite  your  march.  Don't  delay  a  moment.  Two  companies  of 
infantry  go  out  with  the  artillery." 

I  trust  my  course  in  marching  on  Fort  Brown  will  be  approved  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  department,  and  that  his  plans  will  not 
be  embarrassed  *  thereby.  They  might  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  as 
I  have  already  reported  to  Major  Porter  that  I  should  lose  no  time  in 
commencing  the  march  on  Fort  Brown.  I  have  heard  no  news  of  the 
troops  above.  I  would  state  that  I  shall  march  with  about  twentj'-flve 
days'  rations  for  the  command,  and  all  the  forage  on  hand.  I  shall 
dispatch  an  express  to  you  this  evening,  and  request  that  he  may  be 
paid  at  San  Antonio  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  the  round  trip. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  0.  SIBLEY, 
Major ^  Third  Infantry ^  Commanding  Post 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^ 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  16,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  corre- 
spondence between  Capt.  B.  H.  Hill,  First  Artillery,  commanding  Fort 
Brown,  and  E.  B.  Nichols,  representing  himself  to  be  a  commissioner 
on  the  part  of  Texas,  in  relation  to  the  surrender  of  Fort  Brown  and 
the  public  property  at  that  post. 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  communications  that  a  very  large  force  was 
collected  at  Brazos  Santiago,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
Convention,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  believed,  of  forcing  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Brown  to  surrender  or  evacuate  the  post.  The  firm  course  pur- 
sued by  Captain  Hill,  and  their  dislike  to  attack  a  post  so  well  provided 
with  light  artillery,  no  doubt  prevented  a  serious  collision. 

Nearly  all  of  the  State  troops  came  from  Eastern  Texas  via  Galves- 
ton, and  were  raised  and  prepared  for  a  movement  about  the  time 
negotiations  were  commenced  with  General  Twiggs.  By  the  last  infor- 
mation from  Fort  Brown,  our  troops  hold  that  post,  and  no  further 
difficulty  was  anticipated. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

[Inclosures.J 

Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  Tex., 

February  10,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  detached  an  officer  and 
twelve  men  of  this  command  to  Brazos  Santiago,  to  protect  the  public 
property  there. 
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There  is  at  Brazos  a  quantity  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores — how 
much  I  do  not  know.  Those  stores  are  under  the  charge  of  an  Ordnance 
sergeant,  who  is  accountable  for  them,  and  who  communicates  direct 
with  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance. 

The  only  order  I  find  on  file  in  this  office  is  the  extract  from  Special 
Orders  No.  51,  from  headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  of  January  1, 
1860,  and  what  disposition  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  has  directed  in 
relation  to  those  stores,  or  what  quantity,  if  any,  he  has  ordered  to  be 
removed  to  this  post,  I  am  not  informed.  I  have  understood  within  a 
few  days,  however,  that  there  is  a  heavy  brass  battery  there,  and  quite 
a  number  of  heavy  iron  guns  and  carriages,  and  I  ha^^e  been  led  to 
apprehend,  from  some  rumors  that  I  have  heard,  that  an  attempt  may 
be  made  to  seize  both  the  public  buildings  and  stores  there,  and  1  con- 
clude it  to  be  prudent  to  send  a  small  guard  there  for  their  protection, 
and  a  copy  of  the  post  orders  to  that  effect  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  battery  of  brass  guns  I  have  ordered  to  be  sent  to  this  post. 

Should  the  general  commanding  the  department  conclude  to  retain  a 
command  at  Brazos,  I  suggest  that  it  be  drawn  from  Kinggold  Bar- 
racks. One  of  the  companies  constituting  the  garrison  of  this  post  is  a 
light  battery,  and  as  most  of  the  men  are  required  for  the  care  of  the 
battery  horses,  but  few  are  applicable  to  the  ordinary  garrison  duty, 
and  as  this  post  is  an  extensive  one,  the  duty  will  fall  heavily  on  that 
part  of  my  own  company  that  remains  here. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Cajjtam,  First  Artillery^  Commanding  Fosf. 

Maj.  W.  A.  KiCHOLS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  8an  Antonio, 

Orders,  >  Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  Tex., 

No.  4.    ]  February  8,  1861. 

First  Lieut.  James  Thompson,  Second  Artillery,  is  hereby  detailed 
to  take  command  of  a  detachment  composed  of  one  sergeant  and  twelve 
privates,  to  be  selected  from  Company  M,  First  Artillery,  and  proceed 
to  Brazos  Santiago.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  will  take  charge  of  the  public 
buildings  and  property  at  that  place,  and  protect  the  same  until  further 
orders. 

Eations  for  ten  days  will  be  issued  to  the  men. 

The  acting  assistant  quartermaster  will  furnish  the  necessary  trans- 
portation. 

By  order  of  Captain  Hill : 

G.  D.  BAILEY, 
Second  Lieutenant^  Second  Artillery^  Post  Adjutant, 

Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  Tex., 

February  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  stated  in  my  letter  to  the 
department  headquarters  dated  February  10,  1861,  I  caused  Lieut. 
James  Thompson,  Second  Artillery,  in  command  of  a  detachment  of 
twelve  men,  to  proceed  to  Brazos  Santiago  for  the  protection  of  the  pub- 
lic property  at  that  place. 

During  the  night  of  the  20th  instant  information  reached  this  post 
that  the  steamer  General  Eusk  had  sailed  from  Galveston  with  several 
hundred  men  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  United  States  property  at 
Brazos  and  at  this  place.     After  consultation  with  Captain  Stoneman 
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and  officers  of  my  own  command,  I  determined  to  destroy  all  the  ord- 
nance at  Brazos,"  in  order  to  prevent  tbe  erection  of  batteries  on  the 
island,  and,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  to  deprive  any  hostile  force  of  the 
means  of  making  war  upon  the  United  States.  Orders  were  accordingly 
issued  (copy  herewith  inclosed)  to  insure  a  speedy  execution  thereof. 
Lieutenant  Graham  and  a  detachment  of  forty  men  from  Captain  Stone- 
man's  command  were  ordered  to  Brazos  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Thomp- 
son. Before  the  arrival  of  this  detachment  the  steamer  Kusk  entered 
the  harbor,  landed  her  men  on  the  island,  and  took  possession  of  the 
public  buildings  and  property.  Lieutenant  Thompson's  report  is  here- 
with inclosed. 

I  have,  also,  to  inclose  three  communications  from  General  E.  B. 
Nichols  (the  latter  written  after  a  full  conference  between  him  and  my- 
self in  presence  of  Mr.  Walter  and  Lieutenant  Bailey,  post  adjutant, 
and  embracing  in  substance  the  subject-matter  of  said  conference). 
Copies  of  my  replies  thereto  are  also  inclosed. 

Department  Orders  Ko.  25,  dated  February  14,  1861,  came  to  hand 
yesterday.  I  will  remain  here  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Fort 
Duncan  and  then  proceed  to  Brazos  Santiago. 

I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  collision  between  my  command  and 
the  State  troops.  With  all  the  force  that  will  be  here,  and  with  the  co- 
operation of  Captain  Stoneman,  I  do  not  think  we  will  be  interfered  with. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that,  although  Captain  Stoneman  has 
an  independent  command,  he  expresses  himself  prepared  to  render  me 
a  cordial  and  prompt  cooperation. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Captaiiij  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneralj  JDeimrtment  of  Texas,  San  Antonio. 

Orders',  )  Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  Tex., 

No.  5.     (  February  21,  1861. 

Information  having  been  received  at  this  post  that  a  large  body  of 
armed  men  is  en  route  for  this  vicinity  with  the  avowed  object  of  seizing 
upon  the  United  States  depot  and  public  property  at  Brazos  Santiago, 
and  it  being  impracticable  to  remove  the  guns,  munitions,  &c.,  to  this 
place,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  with  the  view  of  anticipating  the  seizure 
of  Brazos  Island  and  of  preventing  the  communication  between  this 
post  and  the  War  Department  being  obstructed,  that  the  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  gun  carriages  at  that  place  be  destroyed,  the  trunnions  of 
the  guns  broken,  if  possible,  and  the  guns  spiked  or  otherwise  disabled. 

Lieutenant  Thompson,  Second  Artillery,  will  execute  this  order  and 
immediately  return  with  his  detachment  to  this  post. 

By  order  of  Captain  Hill : 

G.  D.  BAILEY, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery,  Fost  Adjutant. 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  February  22,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 
Pursuant  to  post  orders  issued  February  8,  1861,  I  repaired  on  the 
9th  with  a  detachment  of  twelve  men  to  Brazos  Santiago,  and  took 
charge  of  the  United  States  stores  and  i)roperty  at  that  place. 

An  additional  force  of  twenty  men  arrived  at  the  island  on  the  18th. 
On  the  same  day  I  received  instructions  from  the  commanding  officer 
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to  retain  those  men  until  the  arrival  of  the  Arizona,  and  then  to  return 
them  to  camp,  unless  in  my  judgment  it  should  be  necessary  to  retain 
them.  Accordingly,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  the  Arizona  having 
arrived,  I  ordered  the  cavalry  detachment  back  to  camp.  Having  heard 
a  rumor  to  the  effect  that  the  steamer  General  Eusk  was  en  route  for 
Brazos  with  several  hundred  men,  I  communicated  the  same  by  express 
to  the  commanding  officer.  This  express  left  Brazos  about  sunset  of  that 
day  (the  20th) ;  at  what  hour  it  arrived  at  Fort  Brown  I  know  not.  l^ext 
morning,  the  21st,  the  steamer  General  Eusk  appeared,  and  anchored 
outside  the  bar.  Mr.  E.  B.  Mchols  was  landed  in  a  small  boat,  and 
presented  himself  as  commissioner  delegated  by  the  Convention  of  the 
State  of  Texas  to  receive  and  receipt  for  all  the  property  under  my 
charge.  The  conference  that  ensued  began  and  ended  between  the 
hours  of  12  and  2  o'clock  of  that  day.  The  demand  of  Mr.  E'ichols  was 
backed  by  a  force  of  between  five  hundred  and  six  hundred  men.  I 
accordingly  delivered  up  possession  of  the  property,  and  marched  my 
detachment  away  from  the  island.  Eeturning  to  Fort  Brown,  I  met  a 
detachment  for  my  re ■  enforcement ;  also,  an  officer  with  instructions 
for  me  to  destroy  the  property  at  Brazos.  Both  came  too  late  for  the 
execution  of  said  order. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  THOMPSOIir, 
First  Lieutenant^  Second  Artillery. 

Lieut.  G.  D.  Bailey, 

Second  Lieutenant^  Second  Artillery^  Post  Adjutant 

Brownsville,  February  22, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas  I  am  delegated  to 
have  an  interview  with  you  in  relation  to  matters  of  business  between 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  Texas.  I  would  be  pleased 
to  have  such  interview  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  when  I  will  make 
known  to  you  the  object  of  my  mission. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  that  you  will  appoint  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  JS^IOHOLS,  Commissioner, 
By  H.  B.  WALLEE,  Secretary. 

Oapt.  B.  H.  Hill,  Commanding  Fort  Brown. 

Brownsville,  February  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  by  my  secretary,  Mr.  Waller, 
a  written  communication  requesting  a  conference  in  reference  to  the 
resumption  by  the  State  of  Texas  of  her  sovereignty,  to  which  I  received 
an  indefinite  verbal  reply.  While  awaiting  your  formal  answer,  I  beg 
to  say  that  a  rumor  has  reached  me  that  an  attack  is  contemplated  by 
your  authority  upon  the  Texas  troops  now  encamped  upon  Brazos 
Island.  I  need  not  allude  to  the  consequences  of  such  an  act  against 
the  sovereignty  of  my  State,  because  the  fate  of  individuals  on  either 
side  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence  compared  with  the  national  results. 
Civil  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  which  we  may  not  see  the  end  of,  would 
inevitabl}^  ensue.  As  my  immediate  course  of  action  depends  upon  the 
nature  of  your  reply,  I  respectfully  ask  for  it  at  once,  and  in  writing. 

E.  B.  NICHOLS,  Commissioner', 
By  H.  B.  WALLEE,  Secretary. 

Capt.  B.  H.  Hill,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Brown, 
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Headquarters  .Fort  Brown, 

February  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  letters,  dated  the  22d  instant,  the  former 
announcing  yourself  '^as  commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas,"  delegated 
to  ''have  an  interview  with  you  [me]  in  relation  to  matters  of  business 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  Texas,"  the  latter 
stating  "that  a  rumor  has  reached  me  [you]  that  an  attack  is  contem- 
l^lated  by  your  [my]  authority  upon  the  Texas  troops  encamped  upon 
Brazos  Island";  that  ''civil  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  which  we  may  not 
see  the  end  of,  would  inevitably  ensue,"  and  that  your  "  immediate  course 
of  action  depends  upon  the  nature  of  your  [my]  reply." 

I  know  of  no  "matters  of  business"  between  the  Federal  Government 
and  Texas  which  you  on  the  one  hand  and  myself  on  the  other  have 
power  to  transact.  However,  as  no  detriment  to  the  public  service  can 
result  from  a  conference,  you  are  hereby  informed  that  I  shall  be  found 
at  my  quarters  in  the  garrison  at  any  hour  to-day  which  it  may  suit 
your  pleasure  to  appear,  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  appertaining 
to  my  oflQcial  duties. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Cajptairiy  U.  S.  Army^  Commanding, 

E.  B.  KiCHOLS,  Commissioner, 

Brownsville,  February  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  understood  by  us  at  the  termination  of  our  interview  this 
morning,  I  take  pleasure  in  addressing  you  upon  the  subject  of  my  mis- 
sion. I  am  delegated  by  the  people  of  Texas,  in  Convention  assembled, 
at  the  city  of  Austin,  on  the  28th  instant,  to  provide  supplies  for  the 
protection  of  this  frontier,  and  to  receive  all  public  property  placed  here 
and  elsewhere  on  this  frontier  for  such  protection. 

In  pursuance  of  such  commission,  I  have  come  with  a  portion  of  the 
troops  for  such  protection,  believing  that  the  Federal  troops  stationed 
on  this  frontier  would  be  immediately  withdrawn  upon  the  secession  of 
Texas,  and  knowing  that  protection  is  required  here  at  all  times,  and 
that  the  citizens  living  here,  and  their  property  being,  thus  exposed, 
would  not  be  safe  for  even  a  single  day  without  such  protection.  I  am 
therefore  prepared  to  receive  all  such  property  as  you  may  have  in  your 
charge,  placed  here  for  the  protection  of  this  frontier  by  the  Federal 
Government,  and  am  authorized  to  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Texas  troops  who  came  with  me,  under  Col.  John  S.  Ford,  who 
has  been  appointed  commander  of  the  Military  Department  of  the  Eio 
Grande,  came  on  a  mission  of  peace,  and  no  act  of  theirs  or  their  ofiicers 
shall  justify  a  hostile  collision  with  the  Federal  troops.  It  becomes 
necessary  that  our  troops  should  be  as  soon  as  possible  assigned  to  their 
respective  stations  on  this  frontier,  in  order  to  be  efficient;  therefore  I 
will  be  pleased  to  have  possession  of  all  government  property  placed 
here  for  the  protection  of  this  frontier,  at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be 
practicable,  consulting  your  convenience. 

Texas  is  virtually  out  of  the  Union  already,  it  being  now  about  4 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  destiny  of  this  State  has  been  fixed  by 
the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity  at  the  ballot-box,  and  no  one  who 
knows  anything  of  the  sentiment  of  this  people  can  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  this  is  now  a  sovereign  and  independent  republic.  As  such  the 
United  States  troops  placed  here  for  our  protection  are  not  needed  by 
us — are  upon  foreign  soil.    They,  therefore,  have  no  further  duty  to  per- 
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form  here;  therefore  I  presume  they  will  soon  be  removed  (though  we 
do  not  object  to  their  presence  among  us,  for  we  regard  them  as  friends), 
and  that  the  property  now  under  their  charge  at  this  place,  placed  here 
for  the  use  of  the  State  of  Texas,  becomes  the  property  of  the  republic 
of  Texas  upon  the  separation  from  the  Federal  Government,  and  ought 
to  be  delivered  to  the  properly  constituted  authorities  of  Texas. 

As  my  business  calls  me  back  to  Galveston  at  an  early  period,  in  order  to 
receive  and  forward  the  balance  of  the  troops  destined  for  the  protection 
of  this  frontier,  I  will  be  pleased  to  receive  an  early  answer  from  you, 
that  I  may  carry  back  with  me  to  my  people  the  gratifying  intelligence 
that  there  will  be  no  acts  of  hostility  between  the  IJnited  States  authori- 
ties here  and  the  Texas  troops. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  KICHOLS, 

Commissioner. 

Capt.  B.  H.  Hill,  U.  S,  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Brown. 

Headquarters  Fort  Brown, 

Fehruarij  23,  lS(yl. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aclmowledge  th^  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  this  date.  It  would  be  impossible,  without  instructions  from  my 
Government,  to  accede  to  your  request  to  deliver  into  your  possession 
the  public  property,  or  any  portion  thereof,  at  this  i^ost.  In  assuming 
that  this  property,  "placed  here,"  as  you  say,  "for  the  use  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  becomes  the  property  of  the  republic  of  Texas  upon  the  sepa- 
ration from  the  Federal  Government,"  you  have  raised  a  question  upon 
which  my  Government  will  doubtless  take  action  in  due  season,  but  which 
meanwhile  cannot  affect  my  military  duties  or  responsibilities. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reciprocating  personally  the  courtesy  and  good  will 
implied  in  your  assurance  that  "no  act  of  the  Texas  troops  in  this  vicin- 
ity shall  justify  a  hostile  collision  with  the  Federal  troops."  Further 
than  this,  that  assurance  has  no  official  weight  or  application,  inasmuch 
as  the  said  Texas  troops,  numbering  several  hundred,  have  already  com- 
mitted an  act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States  in  seizing  the  public 
property  at  Brazos  Santiago,  dispossessing  therefrom  a  guard  of  twelve 
United  States  soldiers,  placed  there  for  its  protection.. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 

General  E.  B.  Nichols,  Commissioner. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  21,  1861. 

Colonel  :  Under  cover  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies 
of  a  correspondence  between  Capt.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  First  Infantry, 
commanding  Camp  Cooper;  Capt.  E.  K.  Smith,  Second  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Camp  Colorado ;  Lieut.  Col.  G.  Morris,  in  command  of  Fort 
Chadbourne  -,  and  certain  persons  who  represented  themselves  to  be 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  authorized  to  de- 
mand the  surrender  of  those  posts. 

It  appears  that  at  first  the  demands  of  these  commissioners  were 
resisted ;  but  finding  that  a  large  force  was  gathering  around  them, 
and  no  prospect  of  being  re-enforced,  the  officers  above  named  finally 
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entered  into  an  agreement  to  evacuate  their  posts  and  surrender  the 
public  property,  on  the  conditions  and  in  accordance  with  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  agreement  entered  into  by  General  Twiggs  and  the  com- 
missioners on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  public  safety. 

It  is  now  known  that  some  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  negotiations  with  General  Twiggs  a  large  force  was  collecting  in 
the  northern  counties  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  some  of 
the  remote  posts  and  seizing  the  i)ublic  property.  This  force  consisted 
of  several  hundred  residents  of  the  northern  part  of  Texas,  and  several 
companies  of  troops  which  had  previously  been  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  State.  This  gathering  of  so  large  a  force  appears  to  have 
been  the  spontaneous  movement  of  the  border  population,  with  no 
other  incentive  than  a  desire  of  plunder.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these 
movements  were  known  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  convention,  imme- 
diately after  it  assembled  at  Austin,  on  the  28th  January,  and  it  is  now 
kuown  that  the  persons  calling  themselves  commissioners  acted  under 
instructions  from  that  body.  I  would  here  remark  that  there  is  not  a 
post  in  Texas  which  has  the  slightest  defensive  arrangement.  They 
are  generally  camp's  or  open  cantonments,  and  not  tenable  against  a 
large  force.  Such,  I  understand,  was  the  condition  of  the  posts  above 
mentioned. 

I  also  inclose  copies  of  letters  written  by  or  addressed  to  Captain 
Johnson,  Second  Cavalry,  which  will  show  the  course  pursued  by  the 
State  officers,  and  the  difficulty  of  communicating  with  the  different 
posts.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel^  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General^ 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. 

finclosures.] 

Fort  Chadbourne,  Tex.,  February  28,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  post  order  and  certain 
communications  which  passed  between  Col.  W.  C.  Dalrymple,  aide- 
de-camp  to  the  governor,  and  colonel  commanding  Texas  troops,  and 
myself,  which  resulted  in  my  yielding  the  post  of  Camp  Cooper  to  the 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

As  in  some  particulars  the  terms  agreed  upon  have  been  modified  by 
a  subsequent  agreement  entered  into  between  Col.  H.  E.  McCulloch, 
as  commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  myself,  in  order  to  make 
these  terms  fully  conform  to  that  agreed  upon  between  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  State  of  Texas  and  General  Twiggs,  commanding  the 
department,  I  transmit  the  final  terms  of  agreement  only. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

s.  D.  caepe:n^tee, 

Captain,  First  Infantry, 
Maj.  W.  A.  Il^iCHOLS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio, 

Orders,  )  Headquarters  Camp  Cooper,  Tex., 

^o.  12.    S  February  16,  1861. 

The  commanding  officer  has  no  disposition,  were  such  a  thing  prac- 
ticable, of  keeping  his  command  in  ignorance  of  the  common  report 
that  we  are  to  be  attacked,  for  the  purpose  of  the  piUage  and  plunder 

*See  Morris'  report,  p.  558  j  Smith's,  p.  559  j  and  Johnsoja's,  p,  594, 
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of  the  Federal  property  intrusted  to  our  protection.  This  attempt,  if 
made,  will  be  by  the  identical  persons  whose  lives  and  property  the 
Government  have  sent  us  hereto  defend.  Every  incentive  to  patriotism, 
and  the  fuliillment  of  our  individual  sworn  obligations,  prompt  us,  in 
such  an  event,  to  sell  our  lives  at  the  dearest  possible  cost.  The  defense 
of  our  own  honor,  and  that  of  our  country  we  are  sworn  to  protect,  de- 
mand this  of  us. 

The  spirit  that  would  commit  this  outrage  is  not  engendered  by  any 
love  of  State  or  country,  but  springs  from  the  despicable  promj) tings  of 
individual  ambition  of  distinction  in  what  they  hope  soon  to  be  a  dis- 
membered limb  of  our  glorious  country. 

Should  their  number  be  a  thousand  to  one,  their  cause,  when  compared 
to  ours,  will  be  more  than  that  odds  against  them.  In  a  strife  like  this 
we  have  but  one  course  to  pursue,  for  each  would  rather  lay  his  corpse 
to  molder  upon  the  plain  he  defends  than  to  drag  it  hence  to  be  the 
laugh  and  scorn  of  every  honest  lover  of  his  country's  glory. 

The  commanding  officer  has  every  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the 
men  of  his  command,  and  is  satisfied  that  his  promptings  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  induce,  upon  the  part  of  all,  a  loyal  discharge  of  duty.  But,  if 
other  motives  are  wanting,  they  are  found  in  the  fact  that  our  individual 
security  and  subsistence  depend  upon  our  defense,  as  the  only  property 
we  have  are  commissary  stores,  means  of  transportation,  and  our  arms. 
Deprive  us  of  these,  we  are  i)owerless  in  an  enemy's  country. 

S.  D.  OAEPENTEE, 
Captain^  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Camp  Cooper,  Tex.,  February  18,  1861. 

From  various  rumors  which  have  reached  me,  I  am  led  to  infer  that 
the  object  of  your  command  is  a  hostile  movement  against  this  camp. 
Having  waited  several  days  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  from  you  a 
notification  of  your  intentions,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  you  to 
be  informed  as  to  the  object  of  this  assemblage. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  D.  CAEPENTER, 
Captain,  First  Infantry,  Commanding. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  State  Troops  of  Texas,  and 

other  armed  bodies  of  citizens,  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  this  Post. 

Old  Comanche  Aoency, 
JSfear  Camp  Cooper,  February  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  day  I  have  to  say  that 
the  assemblage  of  soldiery  here  has  for  its  object  the  reduction  of  Camp 
Cooper.  The  State  of  Texas  having,  by  the  action  of  a  convention  of 
the  people,  virtually  renounced  her  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  here  in  command  of  the  State  troops,  and  also 
in  command  of  the  citizen  soldiery  encamped  in  this  vicinity,  I  shall,  in 
the  name  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Texas,  demand  within  twenty-four 
hours  a  surrender  of  the  garrison  under  your  command,  with  all  arms 
munitions,  and  iDroperty  of  every  description  heretofore  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  DALEYMPLE, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Governor,  and  Coloriel  Commanding. 

Capt.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  (7,  S,  Army,  Commanding  Camp  Cooper, 
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Camp  Cooper,  Tex.,  February  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  18tli  instant,  informing  me  that  the  armed 
body  of  men  encamped  in  this  vicinity  were  State  troops  and  armed  cit- 
izens under  your  command,  has  been  received.  I  have  also  received 
your  letter  of  this  date,  demanding,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
a  surrender  of  this  camp.  Until  the  reception  of  your  first  note  I  was 
satisfied,  from  all  the  information  I  could  obtain,  that  I  was  threatened 
with  an  attack  by  an  unauthorized  force,  and  accordingly  took  such 
measures  as  were  necessary  for  my  defense.  My  reply  to  your  demand , 
notwithstanding  it  is  made  in  the  name  of  Texas,  and  by  an  officer 
holding  a  commission  from  its  governor,  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
Federal  troops  stationed  at  this  camp,  could  be  no  other  than  an  un- 
qualified refusal;  but  in  the  present  agitated  political  condition  of  our 
country  I  feel  compelled  to  regard,  in  connection  with  this  demand  and 
its  refusal,  the  perilous  consequences  that  must  result  to  the  whole 
nation.  The  policy  of  the  administration  and  the  wisest  statesman  of 
the  land  is  to  avert,  if  possible,  the  shedding  of  blood,  and  while  I  have 
before  me  this  fact  exemplified  at  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  the  Star  of  the  West,  and  also  the  fact  that  the  arse- 
nals throughout  the  South  have  been  yielded  to  State  authorities  without 
a  struggle,  I  do  not  feel  justified  to  act  from  the  promptings  of  a  soldier. 

It  matters  not  that  this  camp  from  its  position  is  incapable  of  a  pro- 
longed defense;  it  matters  not. that  your  force  is  now  far  superior  in 
numbers  to  my  own  and  is  daily  increasing ;  it  matters  not  that  by 
reliable  information  I  am  positively  assured  that  this  whole  community 
is  arming  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  in  the  State  all  the  property  of 
the  Federal  Government  now  in  Texas,  I  would  be  actuated  by  the  same 
motives  which  now  control  me  in  every-day  events,  provided  the  conse- 
quences of  my  refusal  to  your  demand  were  to  be  the  inauguration  of  a 
civil  war  that  must  eventually  involve  all  the  States  in  fraternal  strife. 

Guided,  then,  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the  Union,  and 
by  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  counsels  of  the  most  enlightened  of  states- 
men of  the  nation,  and  also  by  what  1  understand  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
general  commanding  the  department,  after  due  consultation  with  the 
officers  of  my  command,  I  have  determined  to  surrender  this  camp  to 
the  State  of  Texas,  and  if  you  will  submit  to  me  the  terms  upon  which 
you  desire  to  receive  for  the  State  the  camp  and  Federal  property  in  my 
charge,  I  will  then  give  them  an  early  consideration. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  CAKPEISTTEE, 
Captain,  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Post 

Col.  W.  C.  Dalrymple, 

Commanding  State  troops,  and  Aide  to  the  Governor. 

Fort  Chadbourne,  Tex.,  February  28,  1861. 

Having  met  here  with  Capt.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  First  Infantry,  com- 
manding Company  H  and  a  detachment  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  consist- 
ing of  the  Companies  D  and  H,  which  companies  had  surrendered  to 
Colonel  Dalrj^mple,  of  the  Texas  State  troops,  and  feeling  fully  empow- 
ered by  my  commission  and  instructions  to  negotiate  with  them  in  order 
to  facilitate  their  movements  out  of  the  country  or  their  comfort  in  it, 
have  offered  them  a  position  in  the  service  of  Texas  upon  the  terms  of 
my  instructions,  which  they  decline;  yet,  not  being  willing  to  see  dis- 
tinctions made  between  the  different  portions  of  the  same  command 
when  it  is  in  my  power  to  avoid  it,  I  agree,  as  commissioner,  on  my  part/ 
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that  the  troops  under  Captain  Carpenter,  viz,  Company  H,  First  In- 
fantry, proceed  to  San  Antonio  and  report  to  the  colonel  or  senior  officer 
of  his  regiment,  and  that  he  (Captain  Carpenter)  shall  be  governed  in 
all  respects  by  the  terms  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  of  the  con- 
vention, Hon.  S.  A.  Maverick,  T.  J.  Devine,  and  P.  K.  Luckett,  and 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs,  of  the  United  States  Army,  at  San  Antonio  5  and 
Capt.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  commanding  his  company,  agrees  upon  his  part 
to  proceed  with  his  company  to  San  Antonio  and  report  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  regiment  or  senior  officer  of  the  same  there  present, 
pledging  himself  that  his  officers  and  men  will  observe  strictly  the  terms 
agreed  upon  by  said  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  General  Twiggs  on  the  part  of  the  Army. 

H.  E.  Mcculloch, 

Commissioner,  and  Colonel  Commanding 
Northwestern  Frontier  of  Texas, 
S.  D.  Carpenter, 

Captain,  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  H, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  23,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  sundry  letters,  4&c.y 
Nos.  from  1  to  7,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  retention  of  the  sum  of 
$30,000,  which  Thomas  M.  Jones,  late  lieutenant.  Eighth  Infantry, 
brought  from  New  Orleans  for  the  payment  of  the  troops. 

The  inclosed  papers  give  a  full  account  of  the  transaction,  and  show 
the  demands  I  made  for  the  recovery  of  the  money.  The  letter  marked 
7  is  the  only  written  communication  I  have  received  from  the  commis- 
sioners on  this  subject.  I  understand  that  in  several  instances  where 
the  sutlers  at  the  posts  have  paid  the  troops,  the  commissioners  have 
refunded  the  amount  so  advanced.  These  are  the  payments,  I  presume, 
to  which  they  allude.  Their  retaining  the  money,  and  making  the 
payments  themselves,  is  for  the  purpose  of  securing  any  balance  of  the 
$30,000  which  may  remain.  It  is  not  probable  that  they  will  pay  out 
more  than  three  or  four  thousand  dollars. 

Major  Maclin  now  holds  an  appointment  under  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  has,  I  believe,  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  that  State.  I  am 
informed  that  he  entered  on  duty  as  Chief  of  Ordnance  on  the  4th 
instant. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capt.  A.  W.  Eeynolds,  assistant 
quartermaster,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  commissioners  have 
returned  a  portion  of  the  money  they  seized  when  they  took  possession 
of  his  office.  The  amount  retained  by  them  is  $2,943,  as  shown  by  the 
receipt,  [No.  8.] 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U,  S,  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army, 

[Inclosure  ISo.  1.] 

Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  21.  ]  San  Antonio,  February  9,  1861. 

I.  First  Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Jones,  Eighth  Infantry,  aide-de-camp, 
will  proceed  to  Kew  Orleans,  La.,  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
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ment,  on  a  draft  of  Paymaster  S.  Maclin,  such  amounts  of  moneys  as 
the  draft  may  demand.  The  pressing  duties  of  Paymaster  Maclin  will 
not  permit  him  to  leave  the  station  at  this  time.  When  he  has  received 
the  money,  Lieutenant  Jones  will  return  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Departhient  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio  J  March  4,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  been  informed  that  Lieutenant  Jones,  Eighth 
Infantry,  who  was  sent  to  J^ew  Orleans  for  funds  to  pay  the  troops, 
arrived  here  yesterday  with  $30,000,  and  that  it  has  been  siezed  by  an 
armed  force  acting  under  your  direction,  and  is  now  in  your  possession. 
My  views  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  retention  of  moneys  belonging 
to  the  United  States  are  fully  expressed  in  my  communication  of  the 
21st  ultimo,  to  which  you  are  respectfully  referred.  This  case,  how- 
ever, presents  some  different  features.  The  funds  alluded  to  did  not 
arrive  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Texas  until  the  24th  ultimo, 
several  days  after  the  agreement  entered  into  by  General  Twiggs  to 
deliver  up  the  public  j)roperty,  &c.,  was  signed  and  went  into  effect. 
That  agreement  is  limited  strictly  to  the  property  then  within  the 
borders  of  Texas ;  consequently  it  cannot  by  any  possible  construction 
include  money  or  property  subsequently  brought  into  the  State. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  require  that  the  $30,000  above  mentioned  may 
be  immediately  returned  to  the  United  States  authorities. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Department, 
Messrs.  T.  J.  Devine, 

P.  IST.  Luckett,     • 
S.  A.  Maverick, 

Commissioners,  <fc.,  San  Antonio,  Tex: 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in.  compliance  with  Orders  No. 
21,  from  the  headquarters  of  this  department,  dated  February  9,  1861, 
I  received  from  Maj.  Sackfleld  Maclin  a  draft  on  the  assistant  treas 
urer  in  ^ew  Orleans  for  $30,000,  and  proceeded  to  that  city  and  drew 
the  specie  upon  it  (viz,  $10,000  in  gold  and  $20,000  in  silver).  With 
much  difficulty,  there  being  many  State  troops  on  the  roads  leading  into 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  with  orders  to  seize  the  money  that  I  had,  I  arrived 
here  with  the  money  on  the  3d  instant,  and  turned  it,  the  $30,000,  over 
to  Maj.  Sackfield  Maclin. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  M.  JONES, 
First  Lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army, 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

35  R  R 
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[Inclosure  "No.  4.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  9,  1861. 

Major  :  On  yesterday  I  received  a  communication  from  Lieut.  T.  M. 
Jones,  Eighth  Infantry,  reporting  his  return  from  New  Orleans  with 
$30,000,  funds  pertaining  to  the  United  States  Pay  Dei^artment,  which 
he  reports  as  having  turned  over  to  you  on  the  3d  instant.  It  is  well 
known  at  these  headquarters  that  this  money  was  seized  and  is  now 
held  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Texas.  I  am  directed  by  the 
colonel  commanding  the  department  to  call  upon  you  for  a  statement  in 
writing  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  act  of  seizure  of  the 
funds  in  question  by  the  authorities  above  cited. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Maj.  S.  Maclin, 

Paymaster  J  U.  S.  Army,  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

[Inclosure  IKTo.  5.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  12,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  4th  instant  I  addressed  a  communication  to  you 
in  relation  to  the  seizure  and  detention  of  $30,000,  lately  brought  from 
New  Orleans  by  Lieutenant  Jones,  Eighth  Infantry,  for  the  payment  of 
the  troops  in  this  department,  but  have  received  no  answer. 

Companies  will  arrive  here  almost  daily,  which,  I  understand,  will 
have  large  sums  due  them,  and  the  detention  of  the  funds  will  be  great 
injustice  to  the  soldiers — a  class  of  creditors  that  has  as  strong  claims 
for  payment  as  any  other.  My  views  in  relation  to  your  right  to  seize 
and  retain  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  have  been  fullj^  ex- 
pressed in  former  communications,  and  I  will  here  only  renew  the 
demand  made  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  express  the  hope  that 
you  will  immediately  place  the  funds  above  referred  to  in  the  hands  of 
a  disbursing  officer  of  the  Pay  Department,  who  will  become  account- 
able to  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  same. 

Major  Maclin  having  resigned.  Major  McClure  is  the  proper  person  to 
receive  the  money  and  make  the  proper  disbursements. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel^  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

Messrs.  Thos.  J.  Devine, 

P.  N.  LUCKETT, 

S.  A.  Maverick, 

Commissioners,  &c, 

[Inclosure  ~So.  6.] 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  16th  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  Maj;  W.  A. 
Nichols'  (assistant  adjutant-general)  note  of  the  9th  instant,  and  which 
is  as  follows : 

[Copy  of  inclosurdsTo.  4  inserted.] 
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In  answer,  I  replied  ; 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  16,  1861. 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department  of  Texas  : 

Colonel  :  On  my  return  home  after  an  absence  of  several  days  I  received  yours 
(Major  Nichols')  of  the  9th  instant.  I  am  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
the  statement  desired  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  the  funds  in  question  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  State  of  Texas.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  do  this,  however,  before  Monday 
next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SACKFIELD  MACLIN, 

Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army. 

Immediately  after  receiving  Major  Mchols^  note,  written  under  your 
direction,  I  addressed  Captain  Edgar,  who  commanded  the  detachment 
that  seized  the  funds,  and  which  is  as  follows,  viz : 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  16,  1861. 
Captain  Edgar,  Commanding  City  Guards,  Texas  Service : 

Sir  :  I  believe  you  commanded  the  company  of  soldiers  that  took  from  my  possession 
by  force  of  arms  the  public  money  brought  to  this  place  by  Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Jones, 
U.  S.  Army.  If  so,  you  will  confer  a  favor  ui)on  me  by  giving  me  a  copy  of  your  re- 
port (if  you  made  any)  to  your  commander.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too  much  to  ask 
that  you  and  such  other  officers  as  you  may  have  had  under  your  command  attach 
your  affidavits  to  the  report  as  to  the  facts  stated.  This  will  be  important,  as  I  desire 
to  use  your  report  as  evidence  in  the  settlement  of  my  accounts.  Your  compliance 
with  the  above  request  will  greatly  oblige  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SACKFIELD  MACLIN, 

Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army, 
To  this  I  received  the  following  reply : 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  18,  1861. 
S.  Maclin,  Esq.,  Late  Paymaster,  V.  8.  Army: 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  instant  is  at  hand,  requesting  a  copy  of  my 
report  to  Col.  Ben.  McCulloch  of  the  proceedings  of  a  detail  made  from  my  company 
to  watch  the  entrance  of  Lieut.  T.  M.  Jones,  U.  S.  Army,  into  this  city  with  public  funds. 
In  answer  thereto  you  will  please  find  inclosed  a  copy  of  said  report,  verified  by  affi- 
davit, embracing  my  instructions  and  proceedings  in  this  matter,  with  all  the  par- 
ticulars relative  to  the  seizure  of  the  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  EDGAR, 
Captain  A,  C.  Guards,  Texas  Service. 

The  report  above  alluded  to  is  as  follows,  viz : 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  3,  1861. 
Col.  Ben.  McCulloch, 

Commanding  Middle  Division  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  last  night,  about  10  o'clock,  I  was 
directed  by  Dr.  P.  N.  Luckett,  commissioner  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Texas,  to  make 
a  detail  from  my  company  to  watch  the  various  entrances  into  the  city.  I  immediately 
detailed  Lieutenants  Gord,  Grace,  and  Eansom,  and  Sergeant  Sheriden,  and  with  my- 
self "we  proceeded  to  watch  the  various  roads  leading  into  the  city,  with  instructions 
to  intercex)t  Lieut.  T.  M.  .Jones,  U.  S.  Army,  who  was  approaching  the  city  with  a 
large  amount  of  public  funds,  and  to  report  the  same  to  Dr.  Luckett  as  soon  as  the 
fact  could  be  ascertained.  A  strict  and  close  watch  was  kept  up  during  the  entire 
night  over  all  the  entrances,  but  nothing  of  interest  transpired  until  about  8|  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the3cl,  when  two  ambulances  were  discovered  approaching  the  city, 
and  were  seen  to  enter  the  yard  of  Major  Maclin's  (U.  S.  Army)  residence,  which  were 
soon  ascertained  to  contain  the  money  alluded  to.  The  same  was  immediately  re- 
ported, when  I  was  ordered  to  make  a  detail  of  twenty-five  men  from  my  company 
(armed),  and  to  proceed  to  the  residence  of  Major  Maclin,  when  Dr.  Luckett  stepped 
forward  and  demanded  the  funds  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  after  a  few 
minutes'  consultation  they  were  delivered  up  and  conveyed  to  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  were  said  to  be  over  $30,000.  Having 
performed  the  duty  assigned  me,  my  men  were  dismissed,  and  returned  to  their  quarters. 
I  have  the  Ijonor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  EDGAR, 
Captain  A.  C.  Guards,  Texas  Troops. 
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To  this  report  the  following  affidavit  is  attached,  viz : 

State  of  Texas, 

County  af  Bexar : 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  undersigned  subscribers,  and  after  being  duly- 
sworn  say  tliat  the  foregoing  report  is  correct,  and  that  the  amount  was  said  to  be  over 
$30,000,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  contained  in  seven  large  boxes  and  two  bags,  and 
money  acquired  by  requisition  by  Major  Maclin,  paymaster,  U.  S.  Army,  and  for  which 
he  was  accountable. 

W.  M.  EDGAE, 
Captain  A,  C.  Guards,  Texas  Service. 
M.  SPALDING  GORD, 
First  Lieutenant,  A.  C.  Guards,  Texas  Service. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  March,  1861. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal,  at  San  Antonio,  the  day  and  year  last  above 
written. 

[L.  s.]  JULIUS  HOFNER, 

Notary  Public,  Bexar  County. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  remark  that  the  seven  boxes  mentioned 
in  the  affidavit  contained  three  thousand  dollars  each. 

Immediately  after  the  money  arrived  at  my  house  the  boxes  were 
thrown  out  of  the  ambulances  in  the  back  yard.  Before  they  were 
moved  the  commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas  demanded  them.  In 
reply  to  the  demand,  I  declared  that  if  1  had  the  force  he  should  not 
have  a  dollar  of  the  money.  The  soldiers  then  took  possession  of  the 
boxes.  The  commissioner  then  made  a  further  demand  for  the  gold, 
which  was  also  taken  possession  of.  As  far  as  I  am  informed,  the 
money  is  still  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Texas. 

I  have  neglected  to  say  that  Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Jones  proceeded  to 
l^ew  Orleans,  under  the  orders  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiggs,  and  pro- 
cured the  money  from  the  assistant  United  States  treasurer,  on  a  check 
drawn  by  me  on  the  9th  of  February,  1861.  I  believe  this  statement 
contains  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  the  public  money 
alluded  to  in  the  assistant  adjutant-generaPs  note  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAOkFIELD  MACLIN, 
Late  Paymaster  J  U.  S.  Army. 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite, 

77.  S.  Army^  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

[Inclosure  No.  7.] 

Office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  seizure  and  retention  of  the  money  brought  here  by  Capt.  Thomas 
M.  Jones,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Army,'  I  can  state  that  we  have  not  retained 
the  money,  but  have  been  paying  out,  and  are  still  willing  to  pay  it 
out,  strictly  according  to  the  principles  expressed  to  you  in  previous 
communications. 

The  Convention  has  indorsed  the  seizure.  It  is,  therefore,  not  in  my 
power  to  turn  over  the  funds  to  any  of  your  agents. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  K  LUCKETT, 
Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Texas. 
Col.  C.  A.  Waite, 

U.  S.  Army,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 
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[Inclosure  No.  8.] 

Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office, 

San  Antonio^  Tex,^  March  8,  1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  public  chest  containing 
the  Government  funds,  for  which  I  was  responsible,  and  which  had  been 
forcibly  seized  by  the  Texas  State  troops  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of 
February,  1861,  was  returned  to  me  yesterday. 

On  an  examination  of  the  contents  of  the  chest  I  found  a  deficiency 
of  $2,943,  in  lieu  of  which  amount  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the 
Convention  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas  presented  me  with  a 
receipt,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed. 

*Jfc  ^U  J^  4fr  'SU  Jfc  ^ 

TT  tT  TT  VT  vT  ^  ^P 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  w.  eey:n^olds. 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
Bvt.  Maj.  W.  A.  l^iCHOLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  BepH  of  Texas,  San  Antonio, 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  March  6,  18^il. 

This  is  to  certify  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  February,  1861, 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  this  place,  together  with  the  iron 
chest  used  by  Oapt.  A.  W.  Eeynolds,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S. 
Army,  for  keeping  the  United  States  funds  in  his  charge,  were  forcibly 
taken  possession  of  by  the  forces  of  the  State  of  Texas,  the  chest  afore- 
said with  its  contents  being  taken  by  order  of  us,  the  commissioDcrs, 
acting  for  the  State  under  the  authority  of  the  State  Convention ;  and 
we  moreover  certify  that  the  chest  aforesaid  has  this  day  been  turned 
back  to  the  possession  of  Captain  Eeynolds  with  the  same  contents, 
except  $2,943,  which  amount  had  been  taken  by  us  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  and  the  receipt  thereof  is  hereby  acknowledged. 

P.  K.  LUCKETT, 
S.  A.  MAYEEICK, 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  Committee  ofFublic  Safety, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Aiitonio,  March  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  case  the  difficulty  between  the  General  Government  and  the 
seceding  States  should  result  in  hostilities,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
that  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  prevent  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
and  to  detain  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  This  can  only  be  effected  by 
their  seizing  and  removing  all  lighters,  preventing  transports  of  light 
draught  entering  the  bay  at  Indianola,  and  by  cutting  off  our  supplies 
of  provisions,  &c.  To  avoid  an  attempt  of  that  kind,  and  to  be  i)repared 
to  meet  it  if  made,  I  am  concentrating  the  troops  at  the  camp  near  Green 
Lake  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  camp  is  full  twenty  miles  from  ludian- 
ola  and  is  the  nearest  place  to  the  coast  where  fresh  water  can  be  ob- 
tained. The  difficulty,  amounting  almost  to  impossibility,  of  supplying 
the  troops  with  water  at  Indianola,  prevents  my  moving  them  down  to 
that  place.  IsTot  a  line  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  Army,  or  from  the  War  Department,  since  I  entered 
upon  duty  as  the  department  commander,  except  unimportant  matters, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  from  inspection  of  the  envelopes  that  they 
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have  been  opened,  and  that  all  important  communications  have  been 
withheld. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel^  TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  March  27, 1861. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  companies  of  the 
First  Infantry,  four  companies  of  the  Third  Infantry,  two  companies  of 
the  Eighth  Infantry,  and  six  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry  have 
already  passed  through  this  place  on  their  way  to  the  camp  near  Green 
Lake,  and  that  probably  before  the  end  of  the  present  month  four  addi- 
tional companies  will  arrive  here  on  their  way  to  their  camp.  These 
nineteen  companies  amount  to  some  thirty  officers,  and  about  twelve 
hundred  and  seventy  five  enlisted  men,  which  with  the  laundresses, 
officers'  servants,  &c.,  will  swell  the  number  to  near  thirteen  hundred 
and  fifty  persons. 

The  remainder  of  the  companies  in  this  department  will  reach  Green 
Lake  by  the  15th  or  20th  of  April,  except  the  seven  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Infantry,  stationed  at  Forts  Bliss,  Quitman,  Davis,  and  StocktoD, 
which  cannot  be  at  the  coast  and  readj^  to  embark  before  the  first  week 
in  May. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  April  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  morning  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by  Lieut.  C.  E.  Collins, 
Topographical  Engineers,  a  communication  from  the  General-in-Chief, 
dated  Washington,  March  19,  1861,  and  a  few  hours  after,  by  the  hand 
of  Lieut.  W.  Jones,  First  Infantry,  a  duplicate  of  the  same,  with  the 
addition  of  a  postscript  in  relation  to  the  concentration  of  the  troops  at 
Indianola,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  aid  to  the  Union  party  in  Texas.* 

Yesterday  I  received  from  Governor  Houston,  through  the  agency  of 
an  influential  Union  man,  a  note  dated  at  Austin,  the  29th  ultimo,  and 
one  of  the  same  date  from  F.  W.  Lander,  a  Government  agent  who  re- 
cently visited  this  State,  which  are  herewith  inclosed.  By  these  com- 
munications it  will  be  seen  that  Governor  Houston  not  only  declines  all 
military  assistance  from  the  United  States,  but  strongly  protests  against 
a  concentration  of  troops,  or  the  construction  of  fortifications,  within 
the  borders  of  Texas.  He  also  earnestly  reqijests  that  the  troops  may 
be  moved  from  the  State  at  the  "  earliest  day  practicable." 

So  far  from  there  being  any  body  of  men  collected  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  governor  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions,  nothing 
of  the  kind,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  has  ever  been  contemplated.     The 

*See  "Correspondence  and  Orders,  etc.,"  p.  598. 
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policy  of  the  Uuioii  party  is  to  effect  a  peaceable  change  in  the  views  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  that  object  they  intend  to  accomplish, 
to  a  great  extent,  through  the  agency  of  the  press  and  ballot-box.  I 
think  I  am  authorized  in  saying  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  Union  party,  a  few  thousand  dollars  employed  in  the  support  of 
newspapers,  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  would  in  a  short  time  effect 
a  complete  revolution  in  public  sentiment.  It  is  in  this  way,  and  in 
this  way  only,  they  intend  to  carry  out  their  views. 

Under  present  circumstances,  my  only  course  appears  to  be  to  embark 
the  troops  as  directed  in  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army, 
under  date  of  the  12th  ultimo.*  One  transport,  carrying  nearly  six  hun- 
dred officers  and  men,  has  already  left  for  New  York,  and  another,  with 
about  an  equal  number  of  persons,  will  soon  sail.  The  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  first  transport  has  been  directed  to  leave  two  companies  of 
the  First  Infantry  at  Key  West. 

The  funds  and  artillery  referred  to  in  the  letter  from  the  General-in- 
Chief  will  not,  under  present  circumstances,  be  wanted.  I  deem  it  proper 
to  state  that  the  communication  from  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  19th 
ultimo,  and  also  the  duplicate  of  the  same,  were  opened  at  Indianola  by 
Captain  King,  First  Infantry,  and  at  Green  Lake  by  Bvt.  Maj.  L.  Smith, 
Eighth  Infantry,  and  I  fear  that  other  persons  were  made  acquainted 
with  their  contents.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Major  Smith  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  a  knowledge  of  these  instructions  being  made  public. 
Captain  King  sailed  in  the  first  transport  for  New  York. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Golonelj  TJ»  S.  Army,  Commanding  the  Department, 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  I).  G. 

P.  S.— My  headquarters  will  remain  at  San  Antonio  until  the  arrival 
of  all  the  troops  from  the  interior. 

C.  A.  W. 

[Inclosnre  1.] 

Austin,  March  29,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  intelligence  that  you  have,  or  will  soon 
receive,  orders  to  concentrate  United  States  troops  under  your  com- 
mand at  Indianola,  in  this  State,  to  sustain  me  in  the  exercise  of  my 
official  functions.  Allow  me  most  respectfully  to  decline  any  such 
assistance  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  to  most  earnestly  pro- 
test against  the  concentration  of  troops  or  fortifications  in  Texas,  and 
request  that  you  remove  all  such  troops  out  of  this  State  at  the  earliest 
day  practicable,  or,  at  any  rate,  by  all  means  take  no  action  towards 
hostile  movements  till  further  ordered  by  the  Government  at  Washing- 
ton City,  or  particularly  of  Texas. 
Thine, 

SAM  HOUSTON. 

Colonel  Waite,  U.  8.  Army,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 

[Inclosuxe  2.] 

Austin,  March  29, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  reached  Texas  as  confidential  messenger  of  the  admin- 
istration to  the  governor  of  the  State.    Lieutenant-General  Scott,  by 

"See  "Correspondence  and  Orders,  etc.,"  p.  598. 
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request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  indorsed  by  the  President,  allowed 
me  to  peruse  your  late  instructions  brought  on  by  Lieutenant  Collins. 
The  object  of  these  instructions  was  directly  connected  with  my  mis- 
sion. They  necessarily  fail,  from  the  determination  of  Governor  Hous- 
ton to  protest  against  such  military  aid  being  rendered  him.  If,  con- 
sistently with  your  own  views,  you  can  await  further  instructions  from 
Washington  prior  to  making  the  intrenched  camp  at  Indianola,  or,  in 
fact,  taking  any  step  which  will  lead  the  secession  party  of  Texas  to 
imagine  that  the  Government  proposes  to  coerce  them,  I  should  regard  it  a 
high  act  of  patriotism,  and,  under  the  present  information,  of  duty.  Gen- 
eral Scott's  letter  clearly  states, ''  until  the  people  of  Texas  have  seceded," 
&c.  It  also  states,  "if  five  hundred  men  can  be  concentrated."  Any 
practicable  reason  which  may  prevent  your  action  toward  making  an 
intrenched  camp  until  I  reach,  and  you  can  hear  from,  Washington,  I 
know  will  be  regarded  sufficient.  I  could  only  take  this  peculiar  liberty 
under  the  absolute  change  of  circumstances,  which  renders  nugatory 
the  action  at  Washington,  and  requires  my  immediate  return  there. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  LANDEK. 
Colonel  Waite,  U,  8.  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio  J  April  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  force  of  Texas  State 
troops  is  now  assembled  in  this  city,  and  I  have  this  evening  learned 
that  the  officers,  &c.,  here  stationed  will  be  arrested  to  morrow,  and 
held  as  prisoneirs  of  war.  Two  transports  have  sailed  with  troops,  and 
it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  the  third,  the  Star  of  the  West,  will 
sail  in  a  day  or  two  with  the  whole  force  now  in  camp  at  Green  Lake. 
There  will  then  remain  seven  companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  num- 
bering, say,  370,  the  headquarters  of  that  regiment,  and  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  department.  The  Eighth  Infantry  will  not  reach  Indianola 
before  the  10th  of  May,  if  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  coast.  This,  of 
course,  requires  that  a  fourth  transport  should  be  sent  out  for  the 
embarkation  of  these  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

To  the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  25, 1861. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  unpleasant  duty  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  in-Chief,  that  on  the  23d  of  April  last  the  following  officers,  then 
on  duty  at  San  Antonio,  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Texas, 
were  seized  by  an  armed  force,  acting  under  what  they  term  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  and  made  prisoners  of  war,  viz : 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  First  Infantry,  commanding  department. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Military  Storekeeper  E.  M.  Potter,  Ordnance  Department. 

Surg.  E.  H.  Abadie,  Medical  Department. 

Asst.  Surg.  J.  R.  Smith,  Medical  Department. 
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Asst.  Surg.  E.  P.  Langworthy,  Medical  Department. 

Paymaster  D.  McOlure. 

Capt.  K.  Garrard,  Second  Cavalry. 

Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  D.  T.  Chandler,  Third  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Eighth  Infantry. 

Bvt.  Maj.  J.  T.  Sprague,  Captain,  Eighth  Infantry. 

Lieut.  E.  L.  Hartz,  Eighth  Infantry. 

Lieut.  E.  W.  H.  Eead,  Eighth  Infantry. 

Maj.  D.  H.  Vinton,  Quartermaster's  Department,  was  subsequently 
arrested,  and  is  now  on  parole. 

On  being  arrested,  the  officers  were  told  that  they  must  remain  in 
confinement  under  a  guard,  or  give  their  xjarole  not  to  take  up  arms  or 
serve  iu  the  field  against  the  Confederate  States,  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  hostilities,  unless  exchanged. 

After  mature  reflection,  and  a  careful  examination  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  placed,  the  latter  alternative  was 
accepted. 

The  main  reasons  which  induced  the  officers  to  come  to  this  conclu- 
sion were,  that  in  their  then  condition  they  could  perform  no  duty,  nor 
be  of  the  least  service  to  the  Government.  By  rejoining  the  Army  they 
could  be  assigned  to  many  Important  duties,  the  performance  of  which 
would  not  be  incompatible  with  their  parole,  and  thus  still  render  some 
service  to  their  country. 

In  justice  to  the  officers,  I  must  here  state  that  great  exertions  were 
made  and  the  most  flattering  inducements  were  held  out  by  agents  of 
the  Confederate  States  for  them  to  resign  and  enter  that  service.  These 
officers  having  resisted  these  temptations,  to  which  so  many  others 
yielded,  is  strong  proof  of  their  devotion  to  their  country,  and* merits 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Government. 

I  have  reliable  iu formation  (not  official)  that  seven  companies,  under 
Major  Sibley,  Third  Infantry,  viz,  two  companies  of  the  First,  three 
companies  of  the  Third,  and  two  companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  were 
captured  on  the  23d  ultimo  off  Indianola,  and  were  immediately  paroled 
and  permitted  to  sail  for  Kew  York.  There  are  six  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Infantry,  under  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Reeve,  which  it  is 
beheved  have  also  been  captured.  The  last  information  (official)  received 
from  them  was  dated  the  16th  of  April.  At  that  time  they  were  near 
Port  Lancaster.  The  impossibility  of  sending  an  express  through  the 
country  for  several  weeks  previous  to  my  leaving  San  Antonio  prevented 
my  having  more  definite  information  in  relation  to  this  command. 

Letter  marked  A  will  indicate  the  course  adopted  towards  the  cap- 
tured troops,  and  documents  marked  B  and  C  will  explain  the  circum- 
stances under  which  we  were  made  prisoners. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  and  anxious  desire  of 
the  officers  on  parole  that  they  may  be  exchanged  as  early  as  practica- 
ble, and  may  be  permitted  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  military  opera- 
tions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITE, 
Colonel  First  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


554  OPERATIONS    IN    TEXAS    AND    NEW    MEXICO.  [Ciiai  .  VII. 

[Inclosure  A.l 

Headquarters  C.  8.  Army, 

San  Antonio^  Tex..  A'pril  28,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  understand  that  Lieut.  E.  L.  Hartz,  Eightli  Infantry,  visit- 
ed Captain  Lee's  company  on  yesterday,  and  exhorted  them  to  be  true 
to  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  &c.  When  I  granted  leave  to 
visit  the  company  I  did  not  expect  such  a  course  would  be  pursued.  I 
am  compelled,  therefore,  to  forbid  any  visiting,  only  in  company  with, 
an  officer  of  the  Confederate  States  Army. 

When  the  men  are  to  be  visited  Capt.  James  Duff  will  accompany  the 
officer,  or  some  other  officer  will  be  detailed  by  him. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  MACLIN, 
Major ^  C.  8.  A.,  Commanding, 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  U.  S.  Army,  Present. 

[Inclosure  B.J 

Memorandum  relating  to  the  arrest  of  Colonel  Waite^  JJ.  8.  Army,  and  the 
officers  of  the  Army  on  duty  at  8an  Antonio,  Tex. 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  April  23,  1861. 

Captain  Wilcox  (with  his  sword,  commanding  Texas  troops).  ^Good 
morning,  colonel.  (At  Colonel  Waiters  quarters.  Colonel  Waite  and 
Major  Sprague  only  present.) 

Colonel  Waite.  Good  morning,  sir. 

Captain  Wilcox.  I  have  come  to  request  you  to  go  over  to  Major 
Maclin's  office. 

Colonel  Waite.  For  what  purpose,  sir? 

Captain  Wilcox.  As  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Colonel  Waite.  What  authority  have  you? 

Captain  Wilcox.  I  have  authority  from  Major  Maclin. 

Colonel  Waite.  Who  is  Major  Maclin? 

Captain  Wilcox.  An  officer  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Colonel  Waite.  I  do  not,  sir,  recognize  any  such  authority.  Have 
you  the  authority  ?    I  should  like  to  see  it. 

Captain  Wilcox  then  took  from  his  pocket  an  order  from  Major  Maclin, 
which  Colonel  Waite  read,  directing  him  to  proceed  with  his  company 
and  arrest  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Government  in  San  Antonio. 

Colonel  Waite.  I  protest  against  any  such  act,  and  will  not  obey  the 
order,  except  by  force.    Have  I  committed  any  offense? 

To  which  Captain  Wilcox  replied,  "l^one  that  I  know  of.''  '^It  is, 
then,"  said  Colonel  Waite,  "a  most  unwarranted  act  of  usurpation,  and 
in  violation  of  the  modes  and  customs  of  civilized  warfare,  and  a  gross 
outrage  upon  my  individual  rights.  I  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of 
my  country.  Your  authority  I  do  not  recognize,  nor  will  I  obey  any 
order  from  you.  Ii^othing  but  the  presence  of  a  force  greater  than  I  can 
overcome  will  cause  me  to  relinquish  my  personal  freedom.  There  is 
nothing  in  history  to  equal  this  usurpation."  Thereupon  Captain  Wil- 
cox said,  "  I  have  the  force,"  and  started  for  the  public  storehouse,  and 
immediately  returned  with  thirty-six  footmen,  Texas  troops,  armed  with 
rifles  and  saber  bayonets.  The  command  was  halted  in  front  of  Colonel 
Waite's  quarters,  when  Captain  Wilcox  entered  the  house.  Colonel 
Waite  then  walked  to  the  door,  and  upon  looking  out,  remarked,  "Is 
that  your  guard,  sir?"     "Yes,  sir,"  replied  Captain  Wilcox.     "These 
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are  more  meu/' remarked  Colonel  Waite,  "than  I  can  resist,  and  I  again 
protest,  in  the  name  of  my  country,  against  this  gross  and  unwarranted 
act  of  usurpation,  and  the  violation  of  personal  rights.  Where  do  you 
wish  me  to  go,  sir?  "     "To  the  ordnance  office,  sir,"  said  Captain  Wilcox. 

Colonel  Waite  then  took  his  hat  and  passed  to  the  front  of  the  guard, 
when  arms  were  shouldered,  and  the  crowd  proceeded  through  the  public 
street.  As  Colonel  Waite  was  passing  into  the  custody  of  the  guard, 
Major  Sprague  said  to  Captain  Wilcox,  "  Do  you  consider  me  as  one?" 
"Yes,"  he  replied;  "come  along."  "Then,"  said  Major  Sprague,  "I 
concur  fully  in  every  word  uttered  by  Colonel  Waite  in  regard  to  this 
outrage." 

Major  Sprague  then  joined  Colonel  Waite,  and  proceeded  amid  a  crowd 
of  boys.  Arriving  at  the  building  where  the  public  offices  are,  the  com- 
mand halted,  and  Captain  Wilcox  ordered  the  other  officers,  viz,  Maj. 
W.  A.  Nichols,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  department;  Maj.  Daniel 
McClure,  Pay  Department ;  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler,  Third 
Infantry  ♦,  Capt.  K.  Garrard,  Second  Cavalry;  Dr.  E.  H.  Abadie,  Medi- 
cal Dejjartment ;  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Smith,  Medical  Department ;  Dr.  E.  P. 
Langworthy,  Medical  Department ;  Capt.  A.  T.  Lee,  Eighth  Infantry ; 
Lieut.  E.  L.  Hartz,  Eighth  Infantry ;  Lieut.  E.  W.  H.  Bead,  Eighth  in- 
fantry ;  and  Capt.  E.  M.  Potter,  military  storekeeper,  who  had  been 
Ijreviously  arrested,  and  were  within  the  building  in  charge  of  a  senti- 
nel, to  i^roceed.  The  officers  in  a  body,  under  the  guard,  proceeded  to 
the  office  of  Major  Maclin.  After  a  few  moments'  silence  Major  Maclin 
said: 

"  Colonel  Waite,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  arrest  you  and  the  other 
officers  as  prisoners  of  war." 

"By  what  authority,  sir?" 

"That  is  my  business,  sir,  not  yours,"  responded  Major  Maclin. 

"  But,"  said  Colonel  Waite,  "  I  should  like  to  know  by  what  power  I 
am  deprived  of  my  personal  rights." 

"  I  have  the  power  from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States," 
answered  Major  Myelin. 

"  Such  authority  I  do  not  know,  nor  shall  I  obey  it,"  said  Colonel 
Waite.  "Have  lor  my  officers  committed  any  offense?  Did  we  not 
come  here  as  friends,  and  have  we  not  been  such  to  all  the  interests  of 
Texas?  More  than  that,  is  there  not  an  agreement  with  the  Texas 
commissioners,  guaranteeing  to  the  men  and  officers — my  entire  com- 
mand— to  go  out  of  Texas  unmolested?  That,  sir,  has  been  carried  out 
faithfully  on  our  part,  in  every  respect.  By  what  right  am  I  to  be 
restricted  of  my  liberty?  And  by  what  authority  am  I  and  my  officers 
made  prisoners  of  war  ?    I  protest  against  it." 

"  There  is  no  use  of  i)ro testing,"  said  Ma;jor  Maclin.  "  I  do  not  wish  to 
hear  any  protest ;  it  is  unnecessary.     I  have  my  orders." 

"  But  I  will  protest,"  replied  Colonel  Waite.  "  In  the  name  of  my 
Government  I  protest.  I  denounce  it  as  an  act  of  unwarranted  usurpa- 
tion, and  against  the  custom  of  war,  and  in  violation  of  my  personal 
rights.  I  suppose  you  intend  to  regard  the  rights  and  customs  of  civil- 
ization. I  know  no  war.  We  have  been  acting  as  friends.  We  are 
not  here  in  a  hostile  attitude.  We  came  into  the  country  as  friends, 
and  are  going  out  as  such." 

"  Yes,"  responded  Major  Maclin ;  "  I  have  my  duty  to  perform,  and 
shall  do  it." 

"  I  repeat,"  said  Colonel  Waite,  "it  is  gross,  unheard-of,  unwarranted, 
and  treacherous.    Nothing  but  the  presence  of  a  force  requires  me  to 
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listen  to  such  measures,  much  more  obey  them.  Had  I  the  means  it 
would  be  quite  different.    I  would  resist  until  death." 

"  I  am  aware  of  that,"  answered  Major  Maclin.  "•  I  have  as  much 
confidence  in  the  courage  of  your  officers  as  you  have." 

"  What  do  you  propose  ?"  inquired  Colonel  Waite.  "  I  am  obliged  to 
consider  myself  a  prisoner,  and  should  like  to  know  the  future." 

"I  have  here,  sir,"  replied  Major  Maclin,  "paroles  [handing  a  manu- 
script to  Colonel  Waite],  which  the  officers  are  at  liberty  to  avail  them- 
selves of." 

One  of  these  was  then  read  by  Colonel  Waite. 

"  Such  a  paper  I  shall  not  sign,"  said  Colonel  Waite,  indignantly;  "it 
is  highly  objectionable,  and  I  shall  remain  a  prisoner." 

"  Yery  well,"  answered  Major  MacUn ;  "  these  paroles  will  not  be  pre- 
sented to  you  again,  without  you  request  it." 

"  What  rank  do  you  hold,  sir '? "  inquired  Colonel  Waite. 

"  I  am  a  major." 

" In  the  Provisional  or  Eegular  Army,  sir?"  inquired  Colonel  Waite. 

"  In  the  Eegular  Army,  sir." 

A  general  conversation  ensued  among  all  parties,  in  which  there  was 
much  angry  excitement.  Major  Maclin  improved  the  first  opportunity 
to  speak,  and  remarked  that  he  should  send  the  officers  to  Yictoria,  one 
hundred  miles  distant,  to  Colonel  Yan  Dorn's  headquarters,  and  desired 
to  know  how  soon  Colonel  Waite  could  be  ready,  and  suggested  to-mor- 
row, even  intimated  to-day,  whereupon  Colonel  Waite  and  the  officers 
present  said  it  was  impossible  to  arrange  their  family  affairs  in  so  short 
a  time. 

"How  long  a  time,  then,"  asked  he,  "do  you  desire?  One,  two,  or 
three  days  ?  " 

"  I  presume  we  can  have  transportation,"  suggested  Colonel  Waite. 

"  There  will  be  transportation  for  you,  sir,"  responded  Major  Maclin, 
with  emphasis  and  anger. 

Again  a  general  conversation  took  place;  still  much  excitement 
evinced  among  all  parties.  The  inquiry  was  made  of  Major  Maclin  if 
he  had  any  discretion  in  the  matter.  He  replied  that  he  had  none.  The 
character  of  paroles  and  the  rights  of  prisoners  then  became  a  gen- 
eral subject  of  conversation.  Each  officer  present  said  he  desired  at 
least  twenty -four  hours  to  consider  the  subject,  as  it  was  of  great  im- 
portance. Colonel  Waite  asked  for  one  of  the  manuscript  paroles,  when 
Major  Maclin,  in  a  very  offensive  manner,  declined,  saying  he  had  use 
for  them.  This  again  caused  much  evident  excited  and  indignant 
feeling. 

"  It  is  my  desire,"  said  Colonel  Waite,  "  to  put  some  officer  in  charge 
of  our  soldiers  to  be  left  here  as  prisoners,  should  I  accept  a  parole,  to 
attend  to  their  i3ersonal  rights,  police,  and  comfort." 

"  You  need  have  no  concern  about  that,  sir," responded  Major  Maclin; 
"  we  will  save  you  that  trouble.  We  will  attend  to  that.  No  officer 
will  be  permitted  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them.  You  will  not  be 
allowed  to  give  any  orders  here." 

Colonel  Waite,  in  answer :  "  It  is  your  wish  and  object  to  corrupt 
them,  and  to  force  them  into  your  service ;  but  they  won't  stay  with 
you ;  they  will  desert." 

"  Your  language,  sir,"  said  Major  Maclin,  "  is  offensive.  I  cannot 
permit  it." 

Colonel  Waite  replied :  "  The  facts,  sir,  are  doubtless  offensive.  My 
language  is  not  intended  to  be  offensive.    I  will  talk  and  state  the  facts. 
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I  also  claim  the  right  to  send  an  officer  to  my  Government  with  sealed 
dispatches  on  parole." 

''That,  sir,"  replied  Major  Maclin,  ''  will  not  be  allowed." 

"  But,"  said  Colonel  Waite,  "  can  I  not  mate  my  official  report*?  To 
send  an  officer  to  headquarters  after  important  events  is  the  custom  of 
all  armies  and  troops  among  civilized  people." 

''  Perhaps  it  is,  sir,"  reijlied  Major  Maclin. 

After  a  long  conversation,  and  the  excitement  somewhat  abated. 
Major  Maclin  was  asked  if  he  would  grant  to  each  officer  twenty-four 
hours  to  consider  upon  the  subject,  when  they  would  report  to  him  in 
person  their  determination.  To  this  he  agreed,  and  permitted  each 
officer  to  take  one  of  the  manuscript  paroles  for  consideration.  The 
guard  at  the  door  was  then  dismissed,  and  the  officers  retired. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1861. 
The  officers  assembled  at  12  m.  to-day  at  the  office  of  the  commanding 
officer,  Major  Maclin,  as  agreed  upon  yesterday.  ISTo  further  modifica- 
tion could  be  had  other  than  the  terms  offered  yesterday,  excepting  a 
provision  for  exchange  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  privilege  to  Colonel 
Waite  to  report  the  facts  and  past  transactions  to  his  government.  They 
now  were  offered  the  acceptance  of  the  paroles,  or  to  be  considered  close 
prisoners  of  war.  There  was  no  alternative  but  to  be  subjected  to  the 
rabble ;  to  crowds  of  undisciplined  troops,  regardless  of  authority  or 
control ;  to  the  vindictive  and  active  prejudices  of  men  in  temporary 
authority,  swayed  by  spleen  and  disappointment,  as  well  as  infidelity  to 
the  General  Government  in  former  commissions,  who  had  already  stipu- 
lated terms,  or  take  the  paroles  offered  and  ask  safe-conduot  out  of  the 
State.  The  latter  was  determined  upon  as  the  only  method  which  could 
secure  safe  egress  or  escape,  and  place  us  within  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Government.  Each  officer  took  his  parole  under  the  pro- 
test made  by  Colonel  Waite  the  day  previous. 

[Inclosure  CI 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  April  24, 1861.  - 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  April,  1861,  about  12  o'clock  m.,  Captain 
Wilcox,  commanding  a  company  called  the  Alamo  Eifles,  entered  the 
office  of  Colonel  Waite,  U.  S.  Army,  and  inquired  for  Colonel  Waite. 
He  was  informed  that  he  was  at  his  quarters.  Captain  Wilcox  then 
said  to  the  officers  present,  viz,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler,  Captain 
Garrard,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Smith,  ''  Gentlemen,  I  am  directed  to 
arrest  you,  and  take  you  over  to  Major  Maclin's  quarters."  Colonel 
Chandler  inquired,  "  By  what  authority,  sir  f  "  Captain  Wilcox  replied, 
"  By  authority  of  the  Confederate  States,"  and  offered  to  show  his  order 
directing  him  to  make  the  arrest.  Colonel  Chandler  then  said,  "  How 
do  you  arrest  us;  as  prisoners  of  warl "  Captain  Wilcox  replied,  "Yes, 
sir,  as  prisoners  of  war."  Colonel  Chandler  then  replied,  "  I  do  not  rec- 
ognize your  authority,  sir,  and  refuse  to  obey  your  orders.  I  decline 
going  to  Major  Maclin's  office  unless. you  have  an  armed  force  with  you." 
Captain  Wilcox  answered,  "  I  have  a  force,  sir,"  and  pointed  out  of  the 
window  to  a  detachment  of  about  thirty-six  armed  infantry.  Colonel 
Chandler  then  said,  "  I  surrender  myself  to  you  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
reserving  to  myself  the  right  of  protesting  against  these  proceedings." 
The  other  officers  present,  when  called  on  by  Captain  Wilcox,  replied, 
"  Sir,  we  surrender  on  the  same  terms."    Captain  Wilcox  then  said, 
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"  Gentlemen,  will  you  go  over  to  Colonel  Waite's  quarters  with  me?^^ 
Colonel  Chandler  replied,  '^  We  are  your  prisoners,  and  wiU  go  if  you 
order  us.''  Captain  Wilcox  then  said,  "  You  remain  here."  He  then 
left  the  room,  and  the  officers  remained  in  it,  under  charge  of  a  guard, 
until  Captain  Wilcox  retuined  after  arresting  Colonel  Waite,  when  they 
were  marched,  under  charge  of  the  guard,  to  Major  Maclin's  office,  in 
company  with  other  officers  who  had  been  taken  prisoners. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Gouv.  Morris^  First  U.  8.  Infantry j  of  the  surrender 

of  Fort  Chadbourne. 

Headquarters  Fort  Chadbourne,  Tex., 

February  28,  1861, 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  re])ort  to  you,  that  in  compliance  with 
General  Orders  Ko.  5,  dated  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  Febru- 
ary 18,  1861, 1  have  this  day  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  Col. 
H.  E.  McCulloch  (commissioner  on  the  part  of  Texas  for  this  district), 
to  deliver  to  him  the  public  property  at  this  post,  when  and  as  soon  as 
transportation  can  be  sent  here  to  move  this  command  to  the  coast.  I 
therefore  earnestly  request  that  you  will  cause  to  be  dispatched  for  this 
purpose  twelve  wagons,  if  the  supplies  have  to  be  transported  the  whole 
way;  but  if  drawn  at  San  Antonio,  or  other  points  on  the  route,  ten 
wagons  in  addition  to  the  three  now  at  the  post  will  answer.  Even  this 
may  be  considered  an  unusual  allowance  of  transi^ortation ;  but  if  it  is 
considered  that  there  are  to  be  moved  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  cap- 
tain, one  assistant  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  captain,  one  second  lieu- 
tenant, one  chaplain,  and  their  servants,  consisting  of  one  man,  four 
women,  and  three  children  (slaves).  Company  G,  First  Infantry,  laun- 
•  dresses  and  children  belonging  to  it,  together  with  a  detachment  of  Com- 
pany I,  First  Infantry,  with  laundresses  of  same  company,  and  the  hos- 
pital matron  and  stores,  as  also  the  records  of  the  post,  the  requisition 
cannot  be  deemed  extravagant,-  or  more  than  is  required  to  move  the 
command  as  stipulated  by  treaty.  The  treaty  in  question  does  not  state 
which  party  shall  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  to  enable  the 
troops  to  vacate  Texas,  and  I  therefore  make  this  requisition  on  the  com- 
mander of  the  department,  and  the  commissioner  has  agreed  with  me 
to  make  the  same  requisition  to  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Texas 
at  San  Antonio. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GOUY,  MOREIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Infantry ^  Comnftanding. 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite, 

First  Infantry^  Commanding  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 
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1^0.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  E.  Kirhy  Smith,  Second  JJ.  S.  Cavalry^  of  the  evacuation  of 

Camp  Colorado,  Tex. 

Camp  near  Fort  Mason,  Tex., 

March  1,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this  day  of  my  company  (B, 
Second  Cavalry)  at  Fort  Mason,  Tex.,  where  it  awaits  the  orders  ol 
the  colonel  commanding  the  department. 

Camp  Colorado,  Tex.,  was  evacuated  by  my  command  on  the  26th 
February,  1861,  under  Department  Orders  JSTo.  5,  of  February  18,  1861, 
under  the  following  circumstances : 

Col.  H.  E.  McCulloch  arrived  at  Camp  Colorado,  Tex.,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  and  presented  his  papers,  deriving  from  the  convention  and 
legislature  of  Texas  authority  as  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Texas 
to  treat  for  the  surrender  of  the  public  property  at  Colorado,  Chad- 
bourne,  and  Cooper.  Under  instructions  from  the  same  authority,  Col- 
onel McCulloch  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  arms,  equipments, 
horses,  &c.,  in  the  i)ossession  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  together 
with  all  the  public  property  at  the  post.  Colonel  McCulloch  presented 
his  commission  as  colonel  of  cavalry  in  the  service  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  enforced  his  demand  by  the  presence  of  several  companies  of  State 
troops  encamped  in  the  vicinity. 

These  demands  met  with  an  unqualified  refusal,  and  in  my  interview 
with  Colonel  McCulloch  on  the  22d,  my  reply  was  that  I  could  never,  under 
any  circumstances,  give  up  ray  arms  and  horses,  or  negotiate  upon  terms 
that  would  dishonor  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  that,  were  such 
a  demand  persisted  in,  1  would  mount  my  command,  and  endeavor  to 
cut  my  way  through  any  force  opposed  to  me. 

Terms  were  agreed  upon  between  Colonel  McCulloch  and  myself  for 
the  surrender  of  the  public  property  at  the  i)ost,  but  before  their  signa- 
ture, on  the  23d,  the  circular  of  the  commissioners  at  San  Antonio,  with 
General  Twiggs'  order  thereon,  was  received. 

The  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  document,  signed  by  Colonel  McCulloch 
and  myself,  in  which  we  stipulate  to  be  governed  by  the  agreement 
entered  into  at  San  Antonio  by  General  Twiggs  and  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Duplicate  invoices  and  receipts  were  made  and  taken  of  all  the  public 
property  turned  over  to  Colonel  McCulloch,  the  commissioner. 

The  post  was  evacuated  on  the  26th,  and  the  troops  marched  out  with 
their  arms,  equipments,  horses,  ten  days'  rations,  and  all  the  transporta- 
tion in  the  possession  of  the  A.  A.  Q.  M.  Owing  to  the  want  of  trans- 
portation, private  property  and  clothing  belonging  to  officers  and  men 
were  abandoned  and  sacrificed. 

The  evacuation  of  the  post  was  hastened,  as  the  presence  of  the 
undisciplined  troops  of  the  Convention,  with  the  irritable  feelings  of  our 
men  under  their  unceremonious  removal,  might  soon  have  occasioned  a 
collision. 

•    I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KIRBT  SMITH, 

Captain,  Second  Cavalry. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Texas. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Camp  Colorado,  Tex.,  February  25, 1861. 

On  the  22d  day  of  this  month,  Henry  E.  McCulloch,  as  the  commis- 
sioner appointed  by  the  Convention  of  Texas  to  negotiate  with  the  officers 
of  the  U.  S.  Army  for  the  delivery  of  their  arms,  public  property,  &c.,  of 
the  Government  in  their  hands  to  the  State  of  Texas,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  troops  out  of  Texas,  called  on  Capt.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  Second 
Cavalry,  commanding  this  post,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
same,  with  its  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  every  kind  of  public  property 
belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  IJnited  States,  and  the  said  McCul- 
loch, as  commissioner,  and  Smith,  as  commander,  entered  into  a  negotia- 
tion different  from  that  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  at  San  Anto- 
nio and  General  Twiggs,  but  having  received  official  information  of  the 
said  agreement  entered  into  at  San  Antonio,  have  agreed  to  conform  to 
it,  and  now  stipulate  fully  in  accordance  with  it,  neither  asking  nor  yield- 
ing anything  more  or  less,  and  both  agreeing  that,  as  far  as  it  is  in  their 
power,  it  shall  be  fully  and  fairly  carried  into  effect  on  their  part. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
CaptaiUj  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

H.  E.  Mcculloch, 

Commissioner,  and  Colonel  Commanding  Northwestern  Frontier,  Texas, 


Ko.  10. 


Report  of  Maj,  0.  C.  Sibley,  Third  U,  S.  Infantry,  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort 

Mcintosh,  Tex. 

Camp  Witherell,  Mouth  of  the  Eio  Grande,  Texas, 

April  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  inclosed,  a  post  return 
of  the  troops  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex.,  on  the  12 tb  of  March,  on  which 
day  the  post  was  evacuated  and  the  command  marched  on  Fort  Brown, 
Tex.,  in  obedience  to  letter  of  Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, of  the  4th  of  March,  1861.  The  public  property  left  behind  was 
turned  over  to  Mr.  C.  Callaghan,  the  agent  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
State  of  Texas. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  SIBLEY, 
Major  Third  Infantry,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S,  Army. 


Ko.  11. 


Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Electus  Backus,  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  evacuation 

of  Fort  Brown,  Tex, 

Brownsville,  Tex.,  March  30,  1861. 

Colonel  :  On  the  20th  instant  I  abandoned  the  post  of  Fort  Brown, 
Tex.,  and  gave  it  in  possession  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Waller,  agent  and  attorney 
for  E.  B.  Nichols,  commissioner  for  the  State  of  Texas.     Our  national 
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flag  was  saluted  by  Captain  Bowmau's  company,  Third  Infantry,  as  it 
was  liauled  down,  and  a  police  force  from  Brownsville  took  possession  of 
tlie  fort  and  held  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  State  troops.  I  think  six  com- 
panies marched  in  during  the  day.  All  but  three  have  left  for  different 
stations. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BACKUS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Infantry^  Commanding » 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  IT,  8.  Armg,  Washington,  B.  C. 


.S^o.  12. 


Keport  of  Bvt.  Maj.  0.  L.  Shepherd,  Third.  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the  evacua- 
tion of  Fort  Duncan,  Tex, 

Headquarters  Fort  Duncan,  Tex., 

3Iarch  20,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  this  post  was  evacuated  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  to-day,  about  midday.     The  public  property  has 
been  turned  over  to  Mr.  John  C.  Crawford,  agent  for  the  State  of  Texas, 
in  pursuance  of  Department  Orders  ISTo.  44,  dated  March  8,  1861. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  L.  SHEPHEED, 
Captain,  Third  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  Commanding  Post, 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D,  C. 


1^0.  13. 


Reports  of  Maj,  C.  C.  8ihley,  Third  U.  8.  Infantry,  of  the  surrender  of  his 

command  at  8aluria,  Tex. 

Hdqrs.  Bat.  First,  Third,  and  Eighth  Infantry, 

8aluriaj  Tex.,  April  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  morning  surrendered 
this  battalion,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the  First  Infantry,  with 
the  adjutant  and  non-commissioned  staff  and  band  of  the  same  regiment, 
three  companies  of  the  Third  and  two  companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry, 
including  nine  officers,  to  the  forces  of  the  Confederate  States  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Earl  Yan  Dorn. 

Two  unsuccessful  attempts  have  been  made  by  me  to  escape  with  this 
command,  the  Star  of  the  West  (transport)  having  been  captured  be- 
fore we  were  able  to  reach  her  anchorage,  off'  Matagorda  Bay,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  24th  of  April  three  steamers,  having  some  eight  hun- 
dred men  and  some  pieces  of  artillery  on  board,  coming  down  the  bay, 
and  taking  up  such  a  position  as  to  prevent  our  retreat  in  the  two  small 
schooners  in  which  we  were  endeavoring  to  make  our  escape,  and  a 
fourth  steamer,  with  some  four  hundred  men,  one  24  and  two  6  pounder 
pieces  of  artillery,  having  early  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  taken  up  a 
position  to  prevent  our  escape  by  running  out  of  the  bay,  I  was  obliged 
to  capitulate  under  tlie  most  favorable  terms  which  I  could  obtain. 
36  R  R 
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The  shores  of  this  bay  are  extremely  low  and  partially  inundated,  and 
the  channel  seems  to  be  nearly  one  mile  from  the  land.  The  pilots  have 
constantly  refused  us  both  information  and  material  assistance. 

It  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  the  steamer  Mohawk  had  left  the 
coast  at  this  time,  as  its  presence  might  have  saved  us  from  this  humili- 
ating disaster. 

It  alfords  me  pleasure,  great  pleasure,  to  state  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  have  shown  the  most  unwavering  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, the  men,  with  two  exceptions,  having  taken  the  oath  necessary 
for  their  return  to  the  United  States. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  terms  of  the  capitulation ;  also  copy 
of  the  parole  given  by  the  officers  and  the  oath  administered  to  the  men. 
On  my  arrival  with  the  command  in  New  York  I  shall  have  the  honor 
to  make  a  more  full  and  complete  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  0.  SIBLEY, 
Major  Third  Infantry^  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington^  D.  0. 

[Incloaure  No.  1.] 

Salttria,  Tex.,  April  25,  1861. 

Articles  of  agreement  this  day  entered  into  between  Maj.  0.  0.  Sibley, 
of  the  U.  S.  Army,  on  the  one  part,  and  Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn,  of  the 
0.  S.  Army,  on  the  other  part,  viz : 

It  is  stipulated  and  agreed  to  that  the  United  States  troops,  officers, 
and  men,  shall  become  prisoners  of  war,  with  the  privilege  of  giving 
their  paroles  of  honor  if  officers,  and  their  oaths  if  soldiers,  not  to  bear 
arms  or  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of  their  office,  under  their  commis- 
sions or  enlistments,  against  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  unless 
an  exchange  of  prisoners  shall  be  made,  or  until  released  by  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  arms  and  equipments 
of  the  men,  and  all  the  public  property  in  the  possession  of  the  company 
commanders,  to  be  given  up  to  an  agent,  appointed  for  the  purpose,  on 
board  the  transport  which  shall  be  employed  to  convey  those  who  may 
desire  it  to  the  United  States ;  private  property  to  be  unmolested. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  to,  that  all  the  officers  and  men 
who  shall  give  their  paroles  and  oaths,  as  above  stated,  shall  be  allowed 
to  pass  unmolested  through  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  by  the 
way  of  Galveston  and  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  an}/  point  they  may 
see  fit  to  go  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  by  any 
other  route  they  may  see  fit  to  take. 

C.  C.  SIBLEY, 
Major  Third  Infantry^  Commanding  Troops, 
EARL  VAN  DORIST, 
Colonel^  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Troops. 

lln closure  No.  2.] 

Saluria,  Tex.,  April  25,  1861. 
To  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  : 

I  give  my  word  of  honor  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman  that  I  wiU  not 
bear  arms  nor  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of  my  office  under  my  com- 
mission from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  against  the  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America,  during  the  existence  of  the  war  between  the  said 
^Confederate  and  United  States,  unless  I  shall  be  exchanged  for  another 
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prisoner  or  prisoners  of  war,  or  unless  I  shall  be  released  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States.  In  consideration  of  the  above  parole  it 
is  understood  that  I  am  free  to  go  and  come  wherever  I  may  see  fit, 
except  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  enter  or  depart  from  any  fort,  camp, 
or  garrison  of  the  Confederate  States  without  the  sanction  of  its  com- 
manding officer. 

C.  C.  SIBLEY, 
Major  Third  Infantry ^  U.  S.  Army, 

Earl  Van  Dorn,  Colonel^  Commanding  Confederal  Troops. 


EtDQRS.  Bat.  First,  Third,  and  Eighth  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Fort  Hamilton ^  N,  Y.,  June  3,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  already  made  a  brief  report  of  the  capture  of  this  com- 
mand, I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  additional  partic- 
ulars connected  with  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  and  the  capitulation 
in  Matagorda  Bay  on  the  25th  of  April. 

Of  the  seven  companies  comprised  in  this  command,  the  three  com- 
panies of  the  Third  Infantry  arrived  at  Indianola  on  the  13th  of  April, 
at  which  date  I  relieved  Lieutenant- Colonel  Backus  in  the  command, 
and  encamped  in  rear  of  the  town  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
designated  as  a  part  of  the  complement  number  for  embarkation  on  the 
steamer  Star  of  the  West,  then  lying  off  the  coast  near  the  mouth  of 
Matagorda  Bay.  On  the  17th  these  troops,  consisting  of  the  adjutant 
and  non-commissioned  staff  and  band,  and  two  comi)anies  of  the  First 
Infantry  and  two  companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  arrived  at  my  camp, 
when  I  immediately  marched  with  the  whole  command  to  the  wharf  at 
Indianola,  where  the  baggage,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  stores, 
were  stowed  on  two  small  steamers,  which  had  been  engaged  as  lighters 
to  convey  the  troops  to  the  Star  of  the  West.  The  troops  slept  on  the 
wharf  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  and,  embarking  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  18th,  the  steamers  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  down  the  harbor. 
On  arriving  at  the  designated  point,  it  was  found  that  the  Star  of  the 
West  had  disappeared  from  her  anchorage,  and  I  was  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  return  to  the  camp  previously  occupied  near  Indianola.  During 
the  19th  and  20th  I  made  unsuccessful  efforts  to  obtain  some  other  means 
of  transportation,  and  on  the  21st  I  succeeded  in  chartering  two  small 
schooners — the  Horace,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- eight,  and  the  Urbana, 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  tons  burden.  The  latter  not  having 
discharged  her  cargo  we  were  obliged  to  unload  it,  the  parties  working 
during  the  day  and  most  of  the  night  of  the  22d,  and  on  the  23d  we 
again  proceeded  down  the  bay,  towed  by  the  small  steamer  Fashion. 
The  weather  was  extremely  unfavorable,  the  wind  blowing  from  the 
northeast  across  the  bar,  and  on  the  24th  the  master  of  one  of  the 
schooners  reported  that  it  would,  under  the  circumstances,  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  manage  his  vessel  at  sea,  there  being  at  this  time  more 
than  two  hundred  persons  on  board,  including  some  thirty-five  women 
and  children,  together  with  the  subsistence  stores  and  property.  I  was, 
therefore,  compelled  to  seek  for  an  additional  transport,  and  Captain 
Bowman,  of  the  Third,  and  Lieutenant  Greene,  of  the  First  Infantry, 
with  a  detail  of  thirty -four  men,  taken  from  all  the  companies,  were  dis- 
patched on  the  Fashion  to  endeavor  to  obtain  another  vessel,  which  was 
understood  to  be  lying  at  the  port  of  Lavaca.  During  the  afternoon  of 
the  24th  we  obtained  with  the  small  boats  an  additional  supply  of 
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brackish  water  from  the  marshy  lands  at  Decklas  Point,  and  by  night, 
nothing  having  been  heard  of  the  detachment,  some  suspicion  of  the 
seizure  of  this  party  and  of  a  movement  to  cut  us  off  was  entertained 
on  the  schooners,  but  we  could  not  get  out  across  the  bar.  The  easterly 
winds  which  prevailed,  and  the  refusal  of  the  pilots  along  the  coast  to 
come  to  our  aid,  had  completed  our  disaster.  The  night  was  cloudy 
and  dark,  but  about  11  o'clock  three  steamers  were  visible  Avithin  a  short 
distance  of  our  anchorage  to  the  windward.  Lieutenant  Hopkins,  of  the 
Third,  was  sent  off  in  a  small  boat  to  obtain  some  information  in  regard 
to  these  steamers.  He  could  get  no  answer  from  them,  and  returned  to 
the  schooners.  At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  it  was  observed 
that  these  steamers  had  on  board  some  eight  hundred  or  one  thousand 
troops,  effectually  protected  with  tiers  of  cotton  bales  on  both  decks. 
It  is  supx)osed  these  steamers  had  several  pieces  of  artillery. 

Colonel  Yan  Dorn  sent  a  messenger,  requesting  an  interview,  which, 
after  consultation  with  the  officers,  was  granted,  and  at  this  time  a  large 
steamer  from  INew  Orleans  came  over  the  bar  and  took  up  a  i^osition 
below  us.  She  had  on  board  two  24-pounders  and  two  field  pieces,  and 
probably  five  hundred  troops.  There  being  no  further  hope  of  our 
escape,  I  was  obliged  to  accede  to  the  requirements  of  Colonel  Yan  Dorn, 
and  surrender  my  command  as  prisoners  of  war. 

On  the  28th  the  brig  Mystic  arrived  off'  the  port  of  Saluria,  bringing 
Lieutenant  Greene  and  the  detachment  sent  up  on  the  24th.  They  had 
been  captured  at  Indianola.  The  command  was  then  divided;  the 
battalion  of  the  First  Infantry  being  assigned  to  the  schooner  Horace, 
that  of  the  Eighth  to  the  schooner  Urbana,  and  that  of  the  Third 
Infanti\y  to  the  brig  Mystic.  The  two  first  named  were  towed  over  the 
bar  on  the  30th,  and  proceeded  to  sea.  The  brig  was  unable  to  pass  the 
bar  until  the  3d  of  May,  owing  to- the  low  water.  The  two  schooners 
arrived  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  on  the  31st  of  May,  and  the  brig  on 
the  1st  of  June,  after  a  rough  passage  of  a  month  from  the  coast  of 
Texas. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  speak  of  the  accumulated  hardships  to  which 
the  troops  have  been  necessarily  subjected,  crowded  as  they  were  upon 
these  inconvenient,  open  transports,  and  I  again  take  occasion  to  re- 
mark upon  the  high-toned,  unwavering  spirit  of  the  officers,  and  the 
fidelity  and  good  conduct  of  the  enlisted  men  of  this  command.  I  in- 
close herewith  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation;*  also,  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Maj.  Larkin  Smith  relative  to  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  [A]; 
the  official  report  of  Lieut.  J.  B.  Greene,  First  Infantry  [C] ;  a  field  re- 
turn of  the  command  on  the  25th  of  Aj)ril ;  t  a  copy  of  the  parole  of  the 
officers,*  and  a  copy  of  the  oath  taken  by  the  enlisted  men  [Bj. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  SIBLEY, 
Major  Third  Infantry,  Commanding  Troops, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. 

[InclosureA.j 

Headquarters  Camp  on  Green  Lake,  Texas, 

April  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  Orders  from  Army  headquarters  direct  the  troops  embarking 
at  Indianola  to  proceed  to  New  York  Harbor.  I  am  here  by  direction 
of  Colonel  Waite,  to  arrange  the  troops  for  embarkation.     So  soon  as 


*  See  inclosures  to  report  of  April  25,  p.  562. 
t  Not  found. 
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all  the  troops  arrive  which  are  to  sail  in  the  Star  of  the  West^  and  as 
1  am  fully  instructed  from  department  headquarters,  neither  of  which 
can  be  before  Monday,  I  will  order  the  force  from  here  to  report  to  you. 
I  made  arrangements  for  your  command  to  take  the  Empire  City, 
but  as  a  complement  for  her  arrived  while  waiting  for  you,  and  in  un- 
certainty about  your  coming,  I  was  obliged  to  dispatch  her. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

LARKIN  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major ^  and  Capt,  Eiglitk  Infantry, 

Maj.  0.  C.  Sibley,  Commanding  Detachment,  Third  Infantry. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

Saluria,  Tex.,  April  26,  1861. 

To  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  : 

We  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  not  bear  arms  against  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America,  nor  in  any  way  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
United  States  against  the  Confederate  States  during  the  existence  of 
the  war  between  the  said  United  States  and  Confederate  States,  unless 
we  shall  be  duly  exchanged  for  other  prisoners  of  war,  or  until  we  shall 
be  released  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States.  In  considera- 
tion of  this  oath,  it  is  understood  that  we  are  free  to  go  w^herever  we 
may  see  fit. 


Earl  Yan  Dorn, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Confederate  Troops. 

[Inclosure  C] 

Aboard  Schooner  Urbana, 

At  Sea,  May  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  verbal  directions  from  you,  I  left  the  com- 
mand on  the  24th  of  April,  then  on  two  schooners  anchored  just  within 
the  bar  of  Passo  Caballo,  and  with  a  party  of  two  non-commissioned 
officers  and  twenty-three  privates,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  A.  W. 
Bowman,  of  the  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  proceeded  to  the  wharf  at  Pow- 
derhorn.  We  left  the  command  in  the  morning  in  the  steamer  Fash- 
ion, and  arrived  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Avharf  at  Powderhorn.  Cap- 
tain Bowman  told  me  nothing  as  to  what  his  orders  were,  but  shortly 
after  arriving  at  Powderhorn  he  directed  me  to  proceed,  in  company 
with  Lieutenant  Whipple,  to  Lavaca,  and  endeavor  to  secure  the  brig- 
Mystic,  which  brig  had  already  been  hired  for  the  transportation  of 
the  command  by  Lieutenant  Whipple,  but  for  some  cause  had  been 
kept  back. 

Lavaca  is  distant  from  Powderhorn  sixteen  miles.  We  left  at  about 
6  in  the  evening,  and  returned  at  about  12  the  same  night,  without  being- 
able  to  eftect  anything  definite,  and  I  learned  afterwards  that  the  brig- 
had  been  seized  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  although  at  that  time  I  knew 
it  not. 

On  my  return  to  the  Fashion,  at  about  12  at  night,  I  was  informed  of 
the  existence  of  a  rumor  that  our  command  was  to  be  taken  prisoners. 
I  could  not  find  the  origin  of  the  rumor  satisfactorily,  and  on  considera- 
tion of  the  compact  between  the  State  of  Texas  and  General  Twiggs 
concerning  the  exit  of  the  United  States  troops  from  the  State,  I  thought 
the  rumor  an  idle  one.  Nevertheless,  willing  to  err  on  the  safe  side,  if 
at  all,  I  determined  to  get  up  steam  on  the  Fashion  and  return  down  the 
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bay  to  the  schooners.  On  examination  I  discovered  that  the  fireman 
and  all  the  hands  of  the  steamer,  as  well  as  the  engineer,  had  lefi.  ^he 
boat.  Early  the  next  morning  I  discovered  a  steam  propeller  coming 
down  the  bay,  and  when  it  came  nearer  I  discovered  that  it  was  filled 
with  men,  surrounded  by  a  barricade  of  cotton  bales.  I  immediately 
informed  Captain  Bowman  of  this  fact.  The  steam  propeller  came  down 
to  the  pier-head  below  where  we  were  fastened,  and  made  fast.  Shortly 
after,  a  party  of  men,  consisting  of  one  hundred  or  more,  came  to  the 
shore  end  of  the  pier.  Captain  Bowman  left  the  steamer  and  went  on 
shore.  After  remaining  on  shore  about  two  hours  or  more,  he  returned 
with  a  paper  containing  a  written  a/ifreement,  by  which  the  troops  on 
the  steamer  were  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  surrender  themselves 
"  prisoners  of  war,"  to  be  at  liberty  to  go  where  they  chose,  after  swear- 
ing not  to  bear  arms  against  the  "Confederate  States  of  America,"  dur- 
ing the  now  existing  war  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the  United 
States,  unless  exchanged  or  released.  I  immediately  had  the  arms 
stacked,  and  read  the  agreement  to  the  men  of  the  command ;  told  them 
they  were  at  liberty  to  leave  the  vessel  and  go  where  they  chose,  as 
far  as  I  was  concerned,  and  left  the  ship  myself. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  GEEENE, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  U.  S.  Infantry, 
Maj.  C.  C.  Sibley, 

Third  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment, 


No.  14. 


Report  of  Corporal  John  C,  Hesse,  Company  A,  Eighth  U,  S,  Infantry,  of 
the  rescue  of  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  at  San  Antonio,  Tex, 

Washington,  D,  C,  September  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  Believing  that  I  am  entitled  to  receive  a  "  medal  of  honor,"  as 
provided  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  under  date  of  July  12,  1862, 
to  provide  for  the  presentation  of  medals  of  honor  to  enlisted  men  of 
the  Army  and  volunteer  forces  who  have  distinguished  or  may  dis- 
tinguish themselves  in  battle  during  the  present  war,  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  statement: 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  the  headquarters  of  the  Eighth 
U.  S.  Infantry  were  stationed  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.  I  was  a  corporal 
of  Company  A  of  that  regiment,  and  detailed  as  clerk  at  its  head- 
quarters. On  the  23d  of  April,  1861,  the  officers  and  a  few  enlisted 
men  at  that  time  present  at  San  Antonio  were  taken  prisoners  by  the 
rebel  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Yan  Dorn.  All  the  officers, 
with  the  exception  of  Lieut.  Edward  L.  Hartz,  adjutant  Eighth  In- 
fantry, left  a  few  days  afterwards  for  the  States.  A  few  days  subse- 
quent, upon  going  to  the  former  office  of  the  regimental  headquarters, 
the  building  being  then  in  possession  and  under  control  of  the  rebels, 
I  met  there  Lieutenant  Hartz  and  Serg.  Maj.  Joseph  K.  Wilson,  Eighth 
Infantry  (now  second  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry).  Our  regimental 
colors  being  in  the  office,  Lieutenant  Hartz  proi)osed  to  us  to  take  the 
colors  from  the  staffs,  conceal  them  beneath  our  clothing,  and  try  to 
carry  them  off.  We  did  so.  I  took  the  torn  color  which  the  regiment 
had  carried  through  the  Mexican  war,  put  it  around  my  body  under 
my  shirt  and  blouse,  and  passed  out  of  the  building,  which  was  strongly 
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guarded  by  the  rebels.  Fortunately  the  rebels  did  not  suspect  what  a 
precious  load  we  carried  concealed  with  us,  for  if  they  had  our  lives 
would  not  have  been  worth  much.  We  put  the  colors  in  one  of  Lieu- 
tenant Hartz's  trunks,  and  next  day  left  San  Antonio  for  the  North. 
On  the  route  we  guarded  the  colors  with  our  lives,  always  fearing  that 
the  rebels  might  find  out  what  we  had  taken  away  and  come  after  us ; 
but  they  did  not,  and  we  arrived  safe  with  our  colors  on  the  26th  of 
May,  1861,  in  Washington  City,  and  turned  them  over  to  the  regiment. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  think  that  I  am  entitled  to  the  honor  of 
receiving  a  medal,  as  I  believe  that  Congress  intended  to  award  them 
to  enlisted  men  who  have  done  acts  similar  to  mine.  I  therefore  very 
respectfully  request  that  I  may  receive  one,  believing  that  I  have  per- 
formed one  of  the  highest  duties  of  a  soldier,  having  saved  the  colors 
of  my  regiment,  and  it  will  always  be  a  happy  day  for  me  if  I  can  see 
my  regiment  marching  with  their  colors  flying,  and  can  say,  "  That  color 
I  have  carried  on  my  body,  and  have  rescued  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
rebels." 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  HESSE, 
Formerly  Corporal^  Company  J.,  Eighth  U.  8,  Infantry, 

Now  Cleric,  Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office. 

Col.  E.  D.   TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  B.  C. 

[Indorsement.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  6, 1864. 

I  indorse  the  within  statement  as  true. 

EDWAED  L.  HAETZ, 

Late  Captain,  TJ,  S,  Army. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  10,  1864. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  cause  a  medal  of  honor 
to  be  engraved  for  Corporal  John  C.  Hesse,  Company  A,  Eighth  United 
States  Infantry,  for  good  conduct  in  saving  the  colors  of  his  regiment 
from  capture  by  the  rebels  in  Texas  in  1861. 

Very  respectl\illy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
•Mr.  John  Potts, 

Chief  Cleric,  War  Department 


No.  15. 


Reports  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  I.  V.  B.  Reeve,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the 
surrender  of  his  command  at  San  Lucas  Spring,  Tex. 

Camp  near  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  possible  to  inform  you  that  the 
six  companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  under  my  command,  while  march- 
ing for  the  coast  under  the  agreement  made  between  G-eneral  Twiggs 
(late  of  the  U.  S.  Army)  and  the  State  of  Texas,  to  the  effect  that  the 
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troops  sliould  leave  the  State,  were  met  by  a  force  under  command  of 
Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn,  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  made  prisoners 
of  war.  This  occurred  on  the  9th  instant,  at  San  Lucas  Spring,  fifteen 
miles  west  of  San  Antonio.  The  force  under  my  command,  comprising- 
the  garrisons  of  Forts  Bliss,  Quitman,  and  Davis,  amounted  to  an 
aggregate,  when  leaving  the  latter  post,  of  320.  This  embraces  ten 
officers,  two  hospital  stewards,  and  twelve  musicians.  Colonel  Bomford, 
Sixth  Infantry,  was  also  with  the  command.  On  the  day  of  surrender 
my  command  numbered  270  bayonets,  being  thus  reduced  by  sickness, 
desertions,  and  stragglers  (some  of  whom  have  since  joined)  who 
remained  at  Castroville  from  drunkenness  or  other  causes.  The  force 
opposed  to  me  numbered,  as  (then  variously  estimated  at  from  1,500  to 
1,700  men)  since  ascertained  to  be,  was  1,370  aggregate,  the  total  being 
848  cavalry,  361  infantry^  and  95  artillery,  with  six  field  pieces. 

When  the  demand  for  a  surrender  was  made,  I  was  told  that  the 
force  opposed  to  me  was  "overwhelming."  I  had  halted  in  a  good  posi- 
tion for  defense,  and  could  have  been  overpowered  only  by  a  greatly 
superior  force ;  and  as  none  such  was  before  me,  I  declined  to  surrender 
without  the  presentation  of  such  force.  It  was  on  the  march,  and  soon 
came  in  sight,  but  I  was  not  satisfied  of  its  strength  until  an  officer  of 
my  command  was  permitted  to  examine  and  report  to  me  the  character 
and  probable  number  of  the  forces.  Upon  his  report  I  deemed  resist- 
ance utterly  hopeless,  and  therefore  surrendered.  My  command  is  now 
encamped  near  the  head  of  the  San  Antonio  River,  awaiting  the  orders 
of  President  Davis,  to  whom  a  messenger  has  been  dispatched  by 
Colonel  Yan  Dorn.  The  officers  on  duty  with  the  command  were  Cap- 
tain Blake,  Lieutenants  Bliss,  Lazelle,  Peck,  Frank,  Yan  Horn,  and 
W.  G.  Jones,  Eighth  Infantry;  Lieutenant  Freedley,  Third  Infantry, 
and  Assistant  Surgeon  Peters,  Medical  Department.  A  more  detailed 
report  will  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

L  Y.  D.  REEYE, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  IT.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  JJ,  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Camp  near  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  the  report  which  I  have  this  day  forwarded, 
relating  to  the  surrender  of  the  battalion  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  under 
my  command  to  the  forces  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  near 
this  place,  I  also  present  the  following  details  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
march,  and  the  circumstances  which  determined  that  surrender. 

This  report  was  not  transmitted  with  the  other,  as  it  is  extremely  un- 
certain whether  any  reports  of  an  official  character  are  permitted  to  pass 
through  the  post-office  here  or  those  elsewhere  in  the  South. 

On  leaving  Fort  Bliss  sufficient  transportation  could  be  procured  to 
carry  subsistence  for  only  forty  days,  in  which  time  it  was  expected  the 
command  would  reach  San  Antonio,  making  some  little  allowance  for 
detentions  by  the  way. 

At  Forts  Qnitman  and  Davis  stores  were  taken  to  last  the  commands 
from  those  posts  to  San  Antonio,  not  being  able  to  carry  more  with  the 
transportation  at  hand.  From  Camp  Hudson  to  Fort  Clark  persons 
were  occasionally  seen  on  the  road  who  appeared  to  be  watching  our 
movements,  but  they  said  they  belonged  to  rangers  who  had  been  on  a 
scout. 
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At  Fort  Clark,  where  I  arrived  on  the  2d  of  May,  I  learned  that 
the  mails  had  been  detained  for  several  days  to  prevent  me  from 
receiving  information.  It  was  reported  by  a  stage  passenger  that  the 
officers  at  San  AntoDio  had  been  made  prisoners  of  war.  On  all  these 
subjects  there  were  contradictory  reports,  and  no  information  could  be 
obtained  which  would  warrant  any  hostile  act  on  my  part.  Such  sup- 
plies as  were  called  for  Avere  readily  furnished,  and  offers  of  services 
were  proffered  by  the  commanding  officer.  This  did  not  look  much 
like  hostility,  nor  did  I  really  suspect  any.  The  garrison  had  been 
re-enforced  (being  about  200  men),  the  post  fortified  to  some  extent, 
guns  loaded  and  matches  lighted  on  our  approach ;  yet  there  did  not 
appear  any  hostile  intent  towards  us,  as  the  explanation  for  all  this  was, 
that  they  "had  heard  that  I  had  orders  to  attack  and  take  Fort  Clark." 

From  this  point  rumors  daily  reached  me,  but  so  indefinite  and  con- 
tradictory as  to  afford  no  sure  ground  for  hostile  action  on  my  part ; 
and  by  taking  such  I  could  not  know  but  I  should  be  the  first  to  break 
the  treaty  under  which  we  were  marching. 

On  reaching  Uvalde  on  the  5th  (near  Fort  Inge),  I  felt  more  appre- 
hension of  hostility,  though  rumors  were  still  very  contradictory.  To 
attempt,  from  this  point,  to  return  to  jS^ew  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  command,  would  have  been  impracticable,  for  I  had  but 
^ve  days'  rations,  and  our  transportation  was  too  much  broken  down 
to  make  the  march  without  corn  (which  could  not  be  had),  even  if 
everything  but  subsistence  and  ammunition  had  been  abandoned.  Be- 
hind us  was  the  mounted  force  at  Fort  Clark,  and  a  large  mounted  force 
said  to  be  at  San  Antonio,  reported  to  be  from  700  to  2,000.  At  this 
time  the  only  other  method  of  escape  left  was  to  cross  the  Eio  Grande, 
this  being  easy  of  accomplishment,  but  of  very  doubtful  propriety, 
particularly  as  it  was  yet  uncertain  whether  we  should  not  only  break 
the  treaty  with  Texas,  but  also  compromise  the  United  States  with 
Mexico  by  crossing  troops  into  her  soil. 

On  the  6th,  while  continuing  our  march,  we  heard  that  those  com- 
panies at  the  coast  had  been  disarmed,  and  that  in  all  probability  we 
would  be  also  on  our  arrival  there ;  that  there  would  be  a  force  of  froui 
2,000  to  6,000  men  against  us.  We  then  had  no  course  open  to  us  but 
to  proceed,  and,  unless  overpowered  by  numbers,  to  endeavor  to  fight 
our  way  to  the  coast,  with  the  hope  that  some  way  of  escape  would  be 
opened  to  us.  On  the  7th  we  heard  that  there  were  not  more  than 
700  men  in  San  Antonio,  and  such  a  force  I  knew  would  not  be  able 
to  overpower  us ;  and  still  with  strong  hope  that  we  might  be  able  to 
advance  successfully,  I  purchased  (on  the  8th)  at  Castroville  a  small 
additional  supply  of  subsistence  stores  (all  I  could),  enough  for  two 
days,  which  included  the  12th  instant,  but  could  have  been  made  to 
last  several  days,  had  I  a  reasonable  prospect  of  seizing  more  in  San 
Antonio.  Before  reaching  Castroville  I  learned  that  there  were  troops 
encamped  on  the  west  side  of  the  Leon,  seven  miles  from  San  Antonio ; 
that  there  were  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery,  with  four  guns.  I 
encamped  on  the  8th  on  the  east  side  of  the  Medina,  opposite  to  Castro- 
ville. Late  that  evening  I  heard  that  the  enemy  would  march  to  sur- 
round us  in  our  camp,  and  I  had  before  heard  that  a  section  of  artillery 
was  on  the  way  down  from  Fort  Clark,  following  on  our  rear ;  and  there 
was  further  report  that  it  would  pass  us  that  night  on  the  way  to  San 
Antonio.  To  avoid  surprise  and  be  in  i^ossession  of  plenty  of  water, 
I  marched  that  night  at  12  o'clock  to  reach  the  Lioncito,  six  miles  east 
of  the  Medina,  and  on  my  arrival  there,  finding  no  signs  of  the  advance 
of  the  enemy,  I  marched  on  three  miles  farther  to  a  point  suggested 
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and  brought  to  my  memory  by  Lieut.  Z.  E.  Bliss,  Eighth  Infantry, 
called  San  Lucas  Spring.  There  is  quite  a  high  hill  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  the  spring,  having  some  houses,  corrals,  &c.,  which,  together 
with  the  commanding  position  and  a  well  of  water  in  the  yard,  rendered 
this  point  a  very  strong  one  for  a  small  command.  This  place  is  known 
as  Allen^s  Hill.  It  is  eight  miles  from  where  the  enemy  was  encamped, 
and  there  I  made  a  halt  to  await  his  advance,  and  parked  the  wagon 
train  for  defense ;  all  of  which  preparations  were  made  a  little  after 
sunrise  on  the  9th. 

About  9  o'clock  two  officers  approached,  bearing  a  white  flag  and  a 
message  from  Colonel  Van  Dorn,  demanding  an  unconditional  surrender 
of  the  United  States  troops  under  my  command,  stating  that  he  had  an 
'^overwhelming  force."  I  declined  to  surrender  without  the  presenta- 
tion of  such  a  force  or  a  report  of  an  officer,  whom  I  would  select  from 
my  command,  of  its  character  and  capacity  of  compelling  a  surrender. 
The  advance  of  the  enemy  came  in  sight  over  a  rise  of  ground  about  a 
mile  distant,  and  as  the  whole  force  soon  came  in  sight  and  continued 
in  march  down  the  long  slope.  Colonel  Yan  Dorn's  messenger  returned 
to  me  with  directions  to  say  that  "if  that  display  of  force  was  not  suffi- 
cient I  could  send  an  officer  to  examine  it."  I  replied  that  it  was  "not 
sufficient."  I  directed  Lieutenant  Bliss  to  proceed,  conducted  by  the 
same  messenger,  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  enemy.  He  was 
taken  to  a  point  so  distant  that  nothing  satisfactory  could  be  ascertained, 
and  he  informed  his  conductors  that  he  would  "make  no  report  upon 
such  an  examination."  This  being  reported  to  Colonel  Van  Dorn,  he 
permitted  as  close  an  examination  as  Lieutenant  Bliss  desired.  The 
enemy  had  formed  line  on  the  low  ground  some  half-mile  in  front  of  my 
position,  perpendicular  to  and  crossing  the  road,'  and  neither  force  could 
be  plainly  seen  by  the  other  in  consequence  of  the  high  bushes  which 
intervened.  Lieutenant  Bliss  rode  the  whole  length  of  the  enemy's  line 
within  thirty  yards,  estimating  the  numbers  and  examining  the  character 
of  his  armament.  He  reported  to  me  that  the  cavalry  were  armed  with 
rifles  and  revolvers;  the  infantry  with  muskets  (some  rifle)  and  re- 
volvers ;  that  there  were  four  pieces  of  artillery,  with  from  ten  to  twelve 
men  each ;  that  he  estimated  the  force  at  1,200  at  least,  and  there  might 
be  1,500  (since  ascertained  to  be  1,400).  With  this  force  before  me,  an 
odds  of  about  five  to  onCj  being  short  of  provisions,  having  no  hope  of 
re-enforcements,  no  means  of  leaving  the  coast,  even  should  any  portion 
of  the  command  succeed  in  reaching  it,  and  with  every  probability  of 
utter  annihilation  in  making  the  attempt,  without  any  prospect  of  good 
to  be  attained,  I  deemed  that  stubborn  resistance  and  consequent  blood- 
shed and  sacrifice  of  life  would  be  inexcusable  and  criminal,  and  I  there- 
fore surrendered. 

Colonel  Van  Dorn  immediately  withdrew  his  force,  and  permitted  us 
to  march  to  San  Antonio  with  our  arms  and  at  our  leisure.  We  arrived 
there  on  the  10th,  and  on  the  11th  an  officer  was  sent  to  our  camp  to 
receive  our  arms  and  other  public  property,  all  of  which  was  surrendered. 

I  will  state  here  that  we  have  been  treated,  in  the  circumstances  of 
our  capture,  with  generosity  and  delicacy,  and  harrowed  and  wounded 
as  our  feelings  are,  we  have  not  had  to  bear  personal  contumely  and 
insult. 

I  am,  sir,  yoms,  respectfully, 

L  Y.  D.  EEEYE, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel^  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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Kankakee  City,  III.,  June  18, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  yesterday, 
the  17th  instant,  having  come  from  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  with  as  much 
dispatch  as  the  means  of  travel  and  communication  would  permit,  leav- 
ing that  place  on  the  4th. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  report  made  under  date  of  May  12,* 
fearing  that  that  report  did  not  reach  your  of&ce  in  consequence  of  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  country  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  mails.  I  also 
inclose  a  detailed  report  of  the  latter  portion  of  the  march  and  surrender, 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  former  rej)ort.  This  latter  report 
could  have  been  long  ago  made  had  there  been  any  reasonable  prospect 
of  its  reaching  you.  This  is  the  first  point,  where  I  have  been  able  to 
stop,  from  which  letters  could  be  forwarded  with  safety. 

I  hereby  report  further  how  I  happen  to  be  here.  After  surrender  the 
troops  were  paroled — the  officers  to  the  limits  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  and  the  men  placed  under  oath  not  to  leave  the  county  of 
Bexar,  Texas.  Up  to  the  4th  of  June  Colonel  Yan  Dorn  was  expect- 
ing orders  to  grant  unlimited  paroles  to  the  officers,  and  told  me  that  he 
had  no  doubt  such  would  be  granted  on  return  of  his  messenger  from 
Montgomery.  The  1st  instant  I  received  the  sad,  crushing  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  my  oldest  daughter,  and  Colonel  Yan  Dorn  at  once  offered 
me  the  privilege  of  coming  home.  I  availed  myself  of  his  generosity, 
both  with  the  view  to  make  arrangements  for  the  care  of  my  remaining 
children  and  to  communicate  with  the  War  Department,  in  the  hope  of  be- 
ing of  some  service  to  the  prisoners  of  war  in  Texas  by  representing  their 
true  state  and  condition,  -tfot  knowing  whether  my  reporting  in  person 
would  be  either  desirable  or  proper,  I  send  the  following  brief  statement : 

Up  to  the  time  I  left  San  Antonio  the  troops  were  in  quarters,  and 
under  the  care  and  control  of  their  own  officers.  They  were  allowed  the 
usual  subsistence  and  all  the  clothing  necessary ;  had  no  restrictions  as 
to  limits,  except  attendance  on  retreat  roll-call,  and  could  be  permitted 
to  go  anywhere  within  the  county  upon  a  written  pass  signed  by  their 
own  officers.  With  the  exception  of  some  five  or  six  they  remained  faith- 
ful to  their  Government,  and  refused  all  offers  and  inducements  to  join 
the  Confederate  service.  The  day  before  I  left  Colonel  Yan  Dorn  in- 
formed me  that  they  would  be  moved  into  camp  some  five  miles  from 
town,  and  placed  under  charge  of  Confederate  officers,  who  would  attend 
to  their  wants,  thus  separating:  them  from  the  care  of  their  own  officers. 
In  all  this  they  have  been  as  well  if  not  much  better  treated  than  is  the 
usual  fate  of  prisoners  of  war.  Their  jDeril  consists  in  the  fact  that  they 
are  retained  as  hostages  against  the  rigorous  treatment  of  any  prisoners 
who  may  fall  into  the  power  of  the  United  States.  Colonel  Yan  Dorn 
does  not  regard  the  parole  which  is  given  to  the  officers  as  revocable 
by  his  Government,  and  their  peril  is  not,  therefore,  the  same  as  that  of 
the  men  in  his  view  of  the  case ;  therefore  it  is  not  easy  to  see,  in  the 
same  view  of  the  case,  any  good  reasons  for  restrictions  as  to  limits  being 
made  in  the  parole.  The  officers  are  furnished  with  quarters  and  board  at 
the  expense  of  the  Confederacy,  at  least  while  they  remain  in  San  Antonio. 

I  shall  be  in  Dansville,  in  New  York,  in  a  few  days,  where  communi- 
cations will  reach  me.    Hoping  that  I  may  be  justified  in  the  course  I 
have  pursued,  as  represented  in  my  reports, 
I  remain,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfullv, 

I.  Y.  D.  EEEYE, 

Col.  L.  Thomas,  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel^  U.  8,  Army. 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S,  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  See  page  568. 
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No.  16. 

Reports  of  Col.  Earl  Van  Born,  0.  8.  Army,  of  the  surrender  of  the  U,  8. 
troops  in  Texas,  and  of  his  subsequent  operations. 

Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

8an  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  10,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  met  the  last  column  of 
the  United  States  troops  in  Texas  yesterday  at  noon,  on  the  El  Paso 
road,  about  thirteen  miles  from  this  city,  and  that  Colonel  Eeeve,  the 
commanding  officer,  being  satisfied  of  my  greatly  superior  force,  sur- 
rendered unconditionally.  There  were  ten  officers  and  three  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  men,  including  thirty  men  who  were  captured  some 
time  since  in  San  Antonio,  by  Gapt.  James  Duff,  which  I  have  hereto- 
fore neglected  to  report. 

My  command  consisted  of  Colonel  McCuUoch's  cavalry,  viz  :  six 
companies.  Captains  Pitts,  Tobin,  Ashby,  Bogges,  Fry,  and  Nelson ;  a 
squadron  of  Colonel  Ford's  State  troops,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baylor's  command,  viz,  Captains  Walker  and  Pyron  -,  a  battery  of 
light  artillery.  Captain  Edgar;  a  section  of  artillery.  Captain  Teel;  two 
small  detachments  of  horse,  under  Lieutenants  Paul  and  Dwyer,  and 
an  independent  detachment  of  cavalry.  Captain  Goode.  All  these  troops 
I  placed  under  the  command  of  Col.  H.  E.  McCuUoch.  In  addition  to 
these  there  was  a  battalion  of  infantry  raised  for  the  occasion  in  San 
Antonio,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Duff,  Captains  Maverick, 
Wilcox,  Kauipman,  Kavarro,  and  Prescott,  Maj.  John  Carolan,  in  all 
about  thirteen  hundred  men.  I  have  been  actuated  in  this  iu stance  by 
the  same  motive  which  induced  me  to  bring  an  overwhelming  force 
against  the  United  States  troops  at  Indianola,  viz,  a  desire  to  arrest 
and  disarm  them  without  bloodshed. 

All  the  arms  and  other  public  property  are  now  being  turned  over  to 
officers  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  the  officers  and  men  are  in  camp 
at  the  San  Pedro  Springs  near  this  city. 

Having  in  consideration  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  declaring  certain  persons  "  pirates "  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  for  seizures  of  vessels  or  goods  by  persons  acting  by 
authority  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  have  determined  to  hold  these 
prisoners  of  war  until  I  receive  further  instructions  from  you.  If  the 
officers  prefer  it  I  shall  allow  them  to  proceed  to  Montgomery  on  parole, 
to  report  to  you  for  your,  decision. 

I  would  not  do  justice  to  the  troops  under  my  command  if  I  failed  to 
report  tc»  you  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they  conducted  themselves 
throughout  the  expedition ;  the  cheerful  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
officers  elected  over  them ;  the  discipline  that  was  maintained  in  their 
camp,  where  judges,  lawyers,  mechanics,  and  laborers  could  be  seen  walk- 
ing post  as  sentinels  on  the  same  rounds,  all  willing  to  do  duty  in  a 
good  cause,  and  at  the  close  there  was  the  delicacy  of  brave  men,  of 
soldiers,  which  checked  everythiog  like  exultation  over  an  unfortunate 
enemy  whom  a  stern  necessity  had  caused  us  to  disarm.  It  was  gratify- 
ing to  me,  as  it  is  a  x>leasure  to  me  to  report  to  you,  that  the  whole  ex- 
pedition passed  off*  without  one  unpleasant  incident. 

The  gentlemen  who  were  at  headquarters  with  me,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  services  cheerfully  and  promptly  rendered,  for  which  I  owe 
them  my  thanks,  were,  Col.  P.  IST.  Luckett,  quartermaster-general  of 
Texas,  Maj.  G.  J.  Howard,  Mr.  J.  T.  Ward,  General  James  Willie,  Dr. 
H.  P.  Howard,  Mr.  li.  A.  Howard,  Mr.  D.  E.  Tessier,  Judges  Fred.  Tate 
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and  T.  J.  Devine,  Oapts.  D.  D.  Shea  and  W.  T.  Mechliug,  and  J.  ^ 
Minter  and  Lieut.  J.  P.  Major,  0.  S.  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

•  EARL  VAN  DORN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Montgomery,  Ala. 


Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  June  3,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  my  operations  as  com 
mander  of  the  troops  in  Texas  for  the  last  part  of  April  and  the  montl 
of  May;  also  to  inclose  you  copies  of  all  orders  issued  by  me,  and  o 
all  letters  of  instructions  given  to  officers  under  my  command. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  my  reports  of  the  17th  and  26th  of  April  =* 
and  the  10th  of  May  f  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  the  Star  of  the  West 
the  capture  of  the  United  States  troops  at  Saluria,  under  Major  Sibley, 
and  of  those  under  Colonel  Reeve,  near  this  city,  the  latter  now  held  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  subject  to  your  orders. 

Col.  H.  E.  McCulloch,  in  command  of  his  regiment  and  a  battery 
of  light  artillery,  marched  from  this  city  on  the  29th,  under  Orders  ISo. 
8,  from  these  headquarters,  and  letters  of  instructions  herewith  inclosed. 
Five  companies  of  Colonel  Ford's  regiment,  recently  mustered  into 
service,  marched  this  morning  for  the  ibrts  on  the  Upper  Rio  Grande. 
Two  more  will  march  to-morrow  for  Forts  Clark  and  Camp  Wood. 
The  dispositions  of  this  regiment  will  be  seen  in  General  Orders  No.  8 
and  letters  of  instructions  to  Colonel  Ford,  herewith  inclosed. 

I  have  caused  to  be  mustered  into  service  a  company  of  light  artillery, 
composed  of  old  soldiers.  The  battery  (four  guns)  is  in  good  working 
condition,  with  an  excellent,  energetic,  and  intelligent  officer  in  com- 
mand. It  is  under  Colonel  McCulloch's  command,  on  Red  River,  to 
be  in  readiness  for  an  emergency  in  that  direction.  There  should  be 
one  also  at  Fort  Inge,  near  the  Rio  Grande,  and  I  shall  put  one  in  the 
field  as  soon  as  I  can. 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  United  States  troops  in  Kew  Mexico 
and  Mesilla,  I  have  also  mustered  into  service  a  company  of  foot  artil- 
lery, composed  of  old  soldiers,  under  a  good  officer,  and  put  them  at 
Fort  Bliss,  with  instructions  to  throw  up  a  small  field-work,  and  to  defend 
it  with  the  six  pieces  of  artillery  now  there.  A  company  of  infantry 
is  also  ordered  there,  besides  two  companies  of  cavalry.  Colonel  Ford 
is  authorized  to  concentrate  the  troops  on  his  line  of  defense.  I  have 
ordered  Captain  Moore,  at  Galveston,  to  muster  into  service  a  company 
of  troops,  to  man  and  to  guard  the  batteries  at  that  place.  One  dis- 
affected citizen,  as  they  now  stand,  might  spike  the  guns.  They  should 
be  ready  at  all  times.  For  the  same  reasons  a  company  will  be  mustered 
into  service  at  Pass  Cavallo,  near  Indianola.  Six  pieces  of  heavy  artil- 
lery are  now  on  the  way  there  from  Fort  Clark.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  have  quite  a  large  infantry  force  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  especially 
at  Fort  Brown,  where  there  are  many  heavy  guns  and  a  large  quantity 
of  public  property,  as  well  also  as  the  military  necessity  of  a  force  in 
that  section  of  the  State.  I  shall  muster  into  service  one  regiment  of 
infantry,  including  the  infantrj^  companies  already  mentioned  and  one 
stationed  at  Camj)  Verde. 

*  Not  foimd.  , 

t  See  page  572. 
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The  staff  officers  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done  without  money  to 
keep  their  respective  departments  in  working  condition,  but  very  soon 
everything  must  stop,  unless  money  is  received.  Small  sums  have 
been  borrowed  from  individuals  from  time  to  time,  but  it  is  now  becom- 
ing absolutely  necessary  that  the  staff  officers  should  be  provided  with 
funds. 

Colonel  Eeeve's  command  (prisoners  of  war)  are  now  quartered  in 
this  city,  but  I  shall  move  them  into  camp  in  a  few  days.  They  are 
quite  an  expense  to  us.  Will  you  please  give  me  some  general  rules  in 
regard  to  the  allowances,  &c.,  of  prisoners  of  war  1 

I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  it  was  the  intention  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment that  I  should  be  continued  in  command  in  Texas.  I  have  executed 
ray  orders  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  United  States  troops,  and,  at 
the  same  time  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  shrinking  from  any 
duty  that  may  be  imposed  upon  me  in  times  like  these,  I  must  say  that 
I  would  prefer  being  where  I  might  have  active  service,  suitable  to  my 
age  and  inclinations.  My  duties  here  now  are  entirely  in  the  office, 
where  an  older  man  would  be  infinitely  more  efficient  than  myself. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

EAEL  VAN  DOEN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

[Inclosure  ISTo.  1.] 

General  Orders,  )    Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

1^0.  8.  i  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  24,  1861. 

I.  Two  lines  of  defense  for  the  western  frontiers  of  Texas  are  hereby 
established :  the  first  line  to  extend  from  Ked  Eiver  to  the  junction  of 
the  ^orth  and  Main  Conchas ;  the  second  line  from  Fort  Inge  to  Fort 
Bliss.  The  first  line  will  embrace  the  following  military  stations,  viz : 
A  camp  on  or  near  Eed  Eiver,  opposite  Forts  Cobb  and  Arbuckle,  Ind. 
T. ;  Camp  Cooper,  Fort  Chadbourne,  Camp  Colorado,  and  camp  at  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  Main  Conchas.  The  second  line  will  embrace 
the  following  military  stations,  viz:  Fort  Bliss,  Fort  Quitman,  Fort 
Davis,  Camp  Stockton,  Fort  Lancaster,  Fort  Clark,  Fort  Inge,  and 
Camp  Wood.  The  first  line  will  be  garrisoned  by  the  First  Eegiment 
of  Texas  Mounted  Eiflemen  and  Edgar^s  battery  of  artillery,  and  will 
be  commanded  by  Colonel  McCulloch.  The  second  line  will  be  garrisoned 
by  the  Second  Eegiment  of  Texas  Mounted  Eiflemen,  TeeFs  company  of 
artillery,  McCallister's  company  of  infantry,  and  a  battery  ot  artillery, 
and  will  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Ford. 

II.  For  the  present  the  following  assignment  of  troops  is  ordered,  viz : 
First  line,  four  companies  of  cavalry  and  Edgar's  battery  of  artillery  at  J 
the  camp  at  or  near  Eed  Eiver;  two  companies  of  cavalry  at  Camp  ^ 
Cooper ;  two  companies  of  cavalry  at  Fort  Chadbourne ;  and  two  compa- 
nies of  cavalry  at  the  junction  of  the  North  and  the  Main  Conchas.  A 
detachment  of  cavalry  from  Fort  Chadbourne,  to  consist  of  one  lieuten- 
ant and  twenty  men,  will  be  stationed  at  Camp  Colorado,  and  the  same 
number  from  the  camp  on  the  Concha  will  be  stationed  at  Fort  Mason. 
[Note. — The  above  dispositions  for  the  first  line  will  be  made  by  Colonel 
McCulloch  upon  his  return  from  the  expedition  upon  which  he  has  been 
ordered.]  Second  line,  two  companies  of  cavalry,  Teel's  company  of 
artillery,  and  McCallister's  company  of  infantry  at  Fort  Bliss ;  one  com- 
pany of  cavalry  at  Fort  Davis;  one  company  of  cavalry  at  Camp  Stock- 
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ton;  one  company  of  cavalry  at  Fort  Lancaster;  two  companies  of  cav- 
alry at  Fort  Clark;  one  company  of  cavalry  and  a  battery  of  light  artil- 
lery^ at  Fort  Inge ;  one  company  of  cavalry  at  Camp  Wood ;  and  one 
company  of  cavalry  will  be  stationed  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  and  will,  until 
further  orders,  be  included  in  the  second  line. 

III.  The  commanders  of  these  lines  will  be  held  responsible  for  their 
defense  against  the  enemies  of  the  Confederate  States,  as  far  as  it  is  in 
their  power.  They  will  therefore  select  the  point  on  their  lines  for  their 
headquarters,  make  tours  of  inspection  whenever  they  may  deem  it 
necessary  and  advisable,  assign  the  companies  of  their  regiments  to 
posts,  the  field  officers  to  their  duties ;  and  they  will  be  allowed  to  con- 
centrate their  commands  whenever  an  emergency  may  seem  to  demand 
it,  and  make  such  suggestions  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to  a  change 
of  posts  as  they  may  see  fit. 

TV.  The  officers  of  the  Quartermaster,  Subsistence,  and  Ordnance 
Departments  will  take  measures  to  arm,  subsist,  and  give  the  needful 
transportation  to  give  efficiency  to  the  troops  in  these  lines.  Officers 
in  command  of  troops  will  make  the  necessary  requisitions  for  arms, 
ammunition,  accouterments,  and  for  supplies  of  every  kind  necessary  to 
put  their  commands  in  readiness  for  the  field.  The  troops  for  the  first 
line  will  be  supplied  with  forty  days'  rations  ;  those  of  the  second  line 
with  a  sufficient  quantity  to  allow  them  to  reach  their  posts. 

Y.  The  movements  necessary  to  carry  out  these  orders  will  be  made 
without  delay.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baylor  will  give  the  necessary  orders 
for  the  assignment  of  the  companies  now  in  this  vicinity  to  the  second 
line,  and  will  exercise  command  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Ford. 
Colonel  Ford  will  assume  at  once,  upon  receipt  of  these  orders,  the  com- 
mand of  the  second  line,  placing  the  next  senior  officer  in  command  at 
Fort  Brown.  He  will,  after  mustering  them  into  the  C.  S.  Army,  assign 
the  three  companies  of  his  regiment  now  on  the  Eio  Grande  to  the  fol- 
lowing posts,  viz :  One  to  Fort  Mcintosh,  one  to  Fort  Clark,  and  one  to 
Fort  Inge,  until  otherwise  directed.  Colonel  Ford  wiU  also  continue  in 
command  of  the  troops  on  the  Lower  Eio  Grande. 

By  order  of  Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn : 

W.  T.  MEOHLING, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inolosiire  No.  2.1 

Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  25,  1861. 

Colonel  :  You  will  please  march  with  the  troops  of  your  regiment 
and  Edgar's  battery  of  artillery  as  soon  as  you  can  make  the  necessary 
preparations  to  put  them  in  the  field  for  active  ser\dce  for  forty  days, 
and  taking  the  San  Antonio  and  Camp  Cooper  road,  passing  through 
Fort  Mason,  Camp  Colorado,  and  Camp  Cooper,  proceed  to  some  point 
on  Eed  Eiver  convenient  to  cross  en  route  to  Forts  Cobb  or  Arbuckle. 
In  passing  through  Camp  Colorado  you  will  order  the  company  sta- 
tioned there  to  join  you,  leaving  in  charge  of  that  post  a  lieutenant 
and  twenty  men  until  you  return.  You  will  also  direct  the  troops  of 
your  regiment  at  Fort  Chadbourne  and  Camp  Cooper  to  join  you,  leav- 
ing a  commissioned  officer  and  twenty  men  at  each  of  those  stations  to 
guard  the  property. 

Upon  your  arrival  on  Eed  Eiver  you  will  assume  command  of  all 
the  Texas  State  troops  now  in  that  vicinity  under  command  of  Colonel 
Young.    With  your  own  force  and  that  you  find  already  assembled 
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there  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  strong  enough  to  make  prisoners  of 
war,  or  at  least  to  defeat  and  drive  off,  all  the  IJnited  States  troops  you 
may  find  in  the  vicinity  of  Forts  Cobb  or  Arbuckle.  You  are  ordered 
there  for  that  purpose.  It  is  desirable,  of  course,  to  make  them  pris- 
oners of  war  without  bloodshed,  if  possible ;  but  it  is  not  essential,  if 
to  do  so  would  cause  too  much  delay.  If  you  should  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  take  them  prisoners  of  war,  you  will  put  them  on  parole,  ration 
them,  and  give  them  the  necessary  transportation  to  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
sending  an  escort  of  one  company  with  them  through  the  Indian 
Territory  to  Fort  Smith,  with  letters  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  troops  there,  requesting  him  to  see  them  on  their  way  out  of  the 
country. 

After  accomplishing  these  instructions  please  dismiss  Colonel  Young's 
command,  return  to  your  line  of  defense,  and  make  the  dispositions  of 
your  command  ordered  in  General  Orders,  I^o.  8,  from  these  headquar- 
ters, except  that,  in  case  of  your  success,  you  will  remove  all  the  public 
property  in  the  three  forts — Washita,  Arbuckle,  and  Cobb — to  the  most 
convenient  and  defensible  one,  and  establish  there  the  command  in- 
tended for  the  camp  on  Red  River,  to  guard  and  defend  it  until  fur- 
ther ordered.  Please  take  occasion  whilst  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Cobb 
to  hold  communication,  if  practicable,  with  the  leading  men  of  the 
friendly  tribes  of  Indians,  and  give  them  every  assurance  of  our  friend- 
ship and  good-will. 

Having  the  highest  opinion  of  your  ability  and  energy,  I  do  not  deem 
it  at  all  necessary  to  enter  further  into  detail  in  this  letter  of  instruc- 
tions. The  greatest  latitude  is  given  you,  and  if  you  find  it  advisable 
in  your  judgment  to  depart  in  any  way  from  those  already  given,  do 
so.    You  know  the  object  for  which  you  are  sent. 

Yery  respectfully,  colonel,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  YAN  DORI^f, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  H.  E.  McCULLOCH, 

Commanding  First  Regiment  of  Texas  Mounted  Biflemen, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  2^,  1861. 

Colonel  :  Having  received  reliable  information  (report  of  Colonel 
Young  to  the  governor  of  the  State)  that  the  United  States  troops  in 
the  vicinity  of  our  northern  frontier  had  fallen  back  towards  Fort 
Leavenworth,  the  movement  of  your  command  in  that  direction  is  no 
longer  necessary.  Your  letter  of  instructions  in  regard  to  the  capture 
of  those  troops  is  recalled  and  countermanded.  Please,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed to  make  the  dispositions  of  your  troops  directed  in  General  Orders, 
No.  8,  from  these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  VAN  DORN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Col.  H.  E.  McCULLOCH, 

Commanding  First  Regiment  Texas  Mounted  Riflemen, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 


Chap.  VIT.l  REPORTS.  577 

[Inolosure  No.  4.] 

Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  Tex.,  May  21,  1861. 

Colonel  :  Copies  of  your  communications  to  the  governor  and  your 
letter  to  me  were  duly  received.*  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  all  you 
have  done  on  your  line.  1  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  General 
Orders,  l^o.  8,  from  these  headquarters,  wherein  you  will  see  the  dispo- 
sition of  your  regiment  and  your  assignment  to  command.  You  will 
perceive  that  your  command  extends  from  Fort  Bliss  to  Fort  Inge,  "  and, 
until  the  regiment  of  infantry  is  comx)letely  organized,"  as  far  as  Brazos 
Santiago.  The  battery  of  artillery  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Inge  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  got  in  readiness.  You  had  better  send  the  artillery  horses  now 
with  you  to  Inge,  as  they  are  better  adapted  to  that  service  than  any  of 
those  I  could  have  selected  here  from  the  cavalry  horses.  Please  order 
all  the  cavalry  horses  and  equipments  turned  over  by  the  United  States 
troops  on  the  Eio  Grande  to  San  Antonio.  Please  also  designate  some 
officer  of  experience  and  discretion  to  receipt  for  all  the  property  turned 
over  by  the  State  to  the  Confederate  States  at  Fort  Brown  and  Brazos 
Santiago,  and  direct  him  to  make  a  complete  return  of  the  same  to  the 
chief  of  the  staff,  Major  Maclin,  C.  S.  Army.  Please  do  the  same  at  each 
one  of  the  posts  of  your  command. 

Within  a  short  distance  of  El  Paso  or  Fort  Bliss  there  are  several 
hundred  United  States  trooj)s.  I  have,  therefore,  ordered  four  compa- 
nies there.  There  are  five  or  six  pieces  of  artillery  at  Forts  Davis,  Quit- 
man, and  Bliss,  which  I  have  ordered  to  Fort  Bliss.  It  may  be  found 
practicable  to  capture  the  United  States  troops.  You  will  perceive  that 
you  are  authorized  to  concentrate  the  troops  on  your  line  of  defense.  If 
the  United  States  troops  could  be  surprised,  they  could  be  easily  taken. 
If  they  hoard  of  your  designs,  they  could  get  out  of  your  reach  by  fall- 
ing back  into  i^ew  Mexico  too  far  to  be  pursued.  It  is  possible  for  them 
to  retake  Fort  Bliss  and  all  the  public  property  before  our  troops  can 
reach  there. 

I  was  very  much  pleased  to  know  that  you  were  cultivating  friendly 
feelings  with  our  neighbors  over  the  river.  I  think  it  is  our  policy  to 
do  so,  especially  at  this  time.  In  regard  to  Cortinas,  you  will  have  a' 
force  soon  that  will  enable  you  to  crush  him  and  his  followers  without 
trouble.  I  do  not  feel  much  a])prehension  from  such  a  source  when  we 
have  so  many  young  men  now  in  arms  and  eager  for  a  fight. 

I  hardly  anticipate  any  trouble  at  Brazos  Santiago  now.  It  is  too 
near  the  yellow-fever  season  for  our  enemies  of  the  Korth  to  venture 
any  move  in  that  quarter.  They  will  not  do  so  until  fall.  You  will 
not  discourage  your  command,  of  course,  by  giving  exj^ression  to  the 
opinion.  You  will  select  your  point  for  headquarters.  I  suggest  Fort 
Clark  as  the  most  central  point  on  yoiu'  line  and  most  convenient  to 
these  headquarters. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  have  ordered  no  company  to  Fort  Quitman, 
although  it  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  posts  on  your  line.  When  every- 
thing is  settled  at  Fort  Bliss  you  can  direct  one  of  the  companies  there 
to  garrison  it.  Forts  Clark',  Inge,  and  Mcintosh,  and  Camp  Wood 
are  so  near  Fort  Duncan  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  garrison  that 
post.  It  is  completely  enveloped.  I  would  be  pleased  if  you  will  in- 
spect your  line  of  defense  at  once,  and  make  such  suggestions  as  may 
be  necessary.    Before  leaving  Fort  Brown  please  muster  into  the  serv- 

37  R  i^ 
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ice  of  the  Confederate  States  the  infantry  companies  at  Fort  Brown, 
and  put  the  senior  officer  in  command,  with  letter  of  instructions  for  his 
guidance. 

Having  the  highest  opinion  of  your  ability  and  discretion,  I  turn  over 
the  command  of  the  Eio  Grande  line  to  you  with  perfect  confidence 
that  that  section  of  our  frontier  will  be  well  guarded. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  good  fortune,  I  am,  colonel, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  YAN  DOEN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Col.  J.  S.  FOED, 

Commanding  Troops  on  the  Rio  Grande,  Fort  Brown,  Texas. 


No.  17. 


Eeport  of  Capt.  James  Duff,  Texas  troops,  of  the  capture  of  a  company  of 
Eighth  U.  8.  Infantry  near  han  Antonio,  Tex. 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  April  23,  1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  agreeably  to  special  orders 
from  your  headquarters  I  intercepted,  with  my  company  of  citizen  volun- 
teers, this  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  Capt.  A.  T.  Lee's  company  of  the  Eighth 
U.  S.  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  E.  W.  H.  Read,  of  that  regi- 
ment, and  in  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  demanded 
the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  company  as  prisoners  of  war.  Mr. 
Read  asked  to  be  allowed  to  consult  with  his  commanding  officer  (Col- 
onel Waite)  before  making  answer  to  my  demand.  To  this — knowing 
that  the  colonel  had  no  troops  with  which  to  re-enforce  the  lieutenant's 
command — I  agreed,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  French,  of  my  company, 
to  accompany  him  to  Colonel  Waite's  quarters. 

On  his  (Lieutenant  Read's)  return  he  complied  with  my  demand  to 
surrender,  at  the  same  time  protesting  against  my  action  as  being  in 
violation  of  the  treaty  stipulations  entered  into  by  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  Texas  and  General  Twiggs.  The  enlisted  men  of  the  company 
are  now  under  my  charge.  Lieutenant  Read  will  report  in  person  at 
your  office  this  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

In  making  this  report,  permit  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  great 
desire  evinced  by  the  citizens  composing  the  company  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  command  to  show  to  the  world  that  if  we  have  been  hitherto 
divided  in  sentiment^  we  are  now,  when  danger  and  war  threaten  us, 
united.  In  proof  of  this  I  would  state  that  within  forty  hours  from  the 
receipt  of  the  proclamation  of  war  by  the  !N"orthern  Government,  and  in 
obedience  to  a  call  made  by  Colonel  Van  Dorn,  they  had  enrolled  their 
names,  organized  the  comi^any  by  the  election  of  officers,  received  one 
hundred  stand  of  arms  and  accou torments,  sworn  allegiance  to  the 
State  of  Texas  and  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  cheerfully 
obeyed  and  carried  out  the  first  order  issued  to  them  as  a  company — the 
disarming  a  company  of  United  States  troops. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  DUFF, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company  Citizen  Volunteers', 

Maj.  S.  Maclin, 

Commanding  Confederate  Troops,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 


Chap,  vit]  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  579 


COKEESPONDENCE  AND  OEDERS  EELATING  TO  OPEEA- 
TIONS  IN  TEXAS  AND  NEW  MEXICO  FEOM  FEBRUAEY  1 
TO  JUNE  11,  1861. 

xj:\"io:Nr  coRR-ES^POi^o^DEiis^CE:,   etc. 

San  Antonio,  December  13,  1860. 
Lieut.  Geu.  W.  Scott,  Commanding  U.  8.  Army,  New  York  : 

General  :  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  Southern 
States  will  secede  from  the  Union.  The  State  of  Texas  will  be  among 
the  number,  and,  from  all  aj)pearances  at  present,  it  will  be  at  an  early 
day,  certainly  before  the  4th  of  March  next.  What  is  to  be  done  with 
public  property  in  charge  of  the  Army  ?  The  arsenal  at  this  place  has 
some  ordnance  and  other  munitions  of  war.  I  do  not  exi^ect  an  order 
for  the  present  for  the  disposition  of  them,  but  I  would  be  pleased  to 
receive  your  views  and  suggestions.  My  course  as  respects  myself  will 
be  to  remain  at  my  post  and  protect  this  frontier  as  long  as  I  can,  and 
then,  when  turned  adrift,  make  my  way  home,  if  I  have  one.  I  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  general,  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  regard,  yours,*  &c., 

D.  E.  TWIGGS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

8a7i  Antonio,  December  27,  1860. 

(Eeceived  January  12,  1861.) 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  New  York  : 

Sir  :  As  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  many  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
Texas  among  the  number,  will  cease  to  be  members  of  the  Union,  I 
respectfully  ask  instructions,  or  some  intimation,  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  United  States  property,  such  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  trans- 
portation. It  appears  to  me  some  steps  should  be  taken  very  soon.  I 
shall  remain  here  until  my  services  can  no  longer  be  available. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  JQepartment, 


Washington,  December  28,  1860. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  E.  TwiGrGS: 

My  Dear  General  :  The  General-in-Chief,  himself  laboring  for  the 
time  under  an  attack  of  sickness,  desires  me  to  acknowledge  and  thank 
you  for  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  the  spirit  of  which  he  highly 
api)roves.  He  says  you  will  understand  its  reminding  him  vividly  of 
the  interview  he  had  with  you  in  Augusta  in  1832. 

In  cases  of  political  disturbance,  involving  local  conflict  with  the 
authority  of  the  General  Government,  the  General-in-Chief  considers 
that  the  military  questions,  such  as  you  suggest,  contain  a  political  ele- 
ment, with  due  regard  to  which,  and  in  due  deference  to  the  chief  exec- 
utive authority,  no  extraordinary  instructions  concerning  them  must  be 
issued  without  the  consent  of  such  authority. 
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He  has  labored  hard  in  suggesting  and  urging  proper  measures  to 
vindicate  the  laws  and  protect  the  property  of  the  United  States  with- 
out waging  war  or  acting  offensively  against  any  State  or  community. 
All  such  suggestions,  though  long  since  made  in  good  time  to  have 
been  peaceably  and  efficiently  carried  out,  have  failed  to  secure  the  fav- 
orable attention  of  the  Government. 

The  President  has  listened  to  him  with  due  friendliness  and  respect, 
but  the  War  Department  has  been  little  communicative.  Up  to  this 
time  he  has  not  been  shown  the  written  instructions  of  Major  Anderson, 
nor  been  informed  of  the  purport  of  those  more  recently  conveyed  to  Fort 
Moultrie  verbally  by  Major  Buell. 

Probably  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the  forts  and 
depots  within  the  limits  of  seceding  States  will  have  been  clearly  indi- 
cated before  events  can  have  caused  a  practical  issue  to  be  made  up  in 
Texas. 

The  General  does  not  see  at  this  moment  that  he  can  tender  you  anj 
special  advice,  but  leaves  the  administration  of  your  command  in  your 
own  hands,  with  the  laws  and  regulations  to  guide,  in  the  full  confidence 
that  your  discretion,  firmness,  and  patriotism  will  effect  all  of  good  that 
the  sad  state  of  the  times  may  permit.  He  adds  his  best  wishes  for 
your  health  and  happiness  j  which  are  cordially  shared  by 
Yours,  very  trulv  and  respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  LAY. 


Headquakters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  January  2,  18(31. 

(Received  January  16,  1861.) 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Hdgrs.  of  the  Army,  New  York : 

Sir  :  Texas  will  certainly  go  out  of  the  Union  the  latter  part  of  this 
month.     I  respectfully  ask  instructions  as  to  what  disposition  will  be 
made  of  the  troops  now  in  this  department.    There  is  no  tltue  to  losej 
arrangements  should  be  made  afc  once  in  regard  to  them. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfnllv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  January  7,  186.1 . 

(Received  January  26,  1861.) 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  New  YorJc: 

Colonel  :  I  wrote  a  few  days  since  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army 
asking  instructions  in  the  event  of  this  State  seceding  from  the  Union; 
that  event  is  certain.  I  do  not  think  the  end  of  the  present  month  will 
find  her  in  the  Union.  I  respectfully  ask  for  instructions.  The  crisis 
is  fast  approaching,  and  ought  to  be  looked  in  the  face.  What  disposi- 
tion is  to  be  made  of  the  public  property  and  the  troops  now  in  this 
department  ? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt,  Maj.  Gen.,  U,  S,  Army,  Commanding  Bepartmeat, 
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San  Antonio,  January  15,  1861. 
Lieut.  Geu.  W.  Scott,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washington  : 

General  :  Yours,  through  Colonel  Lay,  of  the  29th  [28th]  December 
is  received.  I  am  placed  in  a  most  embarrassing  situation.  I  am  a 
Southern  man,  and  all  these  States  will  secede.  What  is  left  will  not 
be  the  "United  States,"  and  I  know  not  what  is  to  become  of  the  troops 
now  in  this  department. 

Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia  will  certainly  secede. 
As  for  coercion,  that  I  consider  impossible  to  keep  them  in  the  Union. 
A  guard  would  have  to  be  put  at  every  house  in  the  country,  and  that 
would  not  keep  them  in  the  Union.  The  feeling  i3  universal,  and  the 
people  are  determined  to  secede.  Coercion  might  have  done  at  first ; 
now  it  cannot.  As  soon  as  I  know  Georgia  has  separated  from  the 
Union  I  must,  of  course,  follow  her. 

I  most  respectfully  ask  to  be  relieved  in  the  command  of  this  depart- 
ment on  or  before  the  4th  of  March  next.  All  I  have  is  in  the  South, 
and  as  my  health  will  not  allow"  me  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  scenes 
that  will  probably  be  enacted,  I  must  be  a  looker-on. 

I  am,  General,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Ma/jor- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Indorsement.] 

Believe  Major-General  Twiggs,  and  ask  the  Secretary  to  devolve  the 
command  on  Colonel  Waite,  with  an  assignment  according  to  his  brevet. 

W.  S. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  January  18,  1861. 

(Eeceived  January  30,  1861.) 

The  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir  :  The  legislature  of  this  State  convenes  on  the  21st  instant,  and 
the  Convention  one  week  after.  !N^o  doubt  but  the  State  will  secede  by 
the  last  of  this  month.  All  is  quiet  in  my  department  (except  the 
Comanches).  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  interfere  with  the  public 
property.  All  that  has  been  done  has  been  in  the  Department  of  the 
East;  and  where  was  the  redoubtable  hero  that  boasted  he  had  two  hun 
dred  thousand  men  on  hand  to  regulate  the  South?  Verily,  military 
men  should  be  cautious  how  they  threaten  the  people.  After  secession 
I  know  not  what  will  be  done.  I  know  one  thing,  and  that  is,  I  will 
never  fire  on  American  citizens. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt  Maj.  Gen.,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  10.  I  San  Antonio,  January  22, 1861. 

I.  The  governor  of  this  State  having  informed  the  commanding  gen- 
eral that  information  has  reached  him  that  an  effort  will  be  made  by  an 
unauthorized  mob  to  take  forcibly  and  appropriate  the  public  stores  and 
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property  to  uses  of  their  owd,  assuming  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  State, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  of  San  Antonio  will,  in  consequence, 
take  the  most  stringent  measures  to  guard  the  public  stores,  and  will 
arm  two  6  pounders  with  fixed  ammunition,  and  have  them  in  readiness 
ibr  immediate  service. 

.  II.  The  commanding  officer  of  Camp  Yerde  will  send,  immediately  on 
receipt  of  this  order,  the  infantry  company  under  his  command,  with 
its  most  efficient  strength,  to  these  headquarters,  where  it  will  receive 
its  instructions.  A  detachment  of  the  cavalry  company,  under  Captain 
IJrackett,  will  take  post  at  Camp  Verde. 

III.  The  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Clark  will  direct  two  of  the 
infantry  companies  of  his  command  to  repair  to  these  headquarters 
without  delay  for  temporary  service. 

lY.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  provide  the  necessary 
transportation. 

Bv  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs : 

W.  A.  OTCHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  13.  I  San  Antonio ^  January  28,  1861. 

Paragraph  III,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  ordering  two  of  the  infantry  companies  from  Fort  Clark 
to  this  place,  is  hereby  countermanded.     Should  the  companies  be  en 
route^  they  will  at  once  return  on  receipt  of  this  order. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  January  23,  1861. 
(Keceived  February  2,  1861.) 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General^  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Sir:  Inclosed  I  transmit  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Texas  and  my 
answer.  As  I  do  not  think  any  one  in  authority  desires  me  to  carry 
on  a  civil  war  against  Texas,  I  shall,  after  secession,  if  the  governor 
repeats  his  demand,  direct  the  arms  and  other  property  to  be  turned  j 
over  to  his  agents,  keeping  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  the  arms  they 
now  have.  I  have  asked  for  instructions  as  to  what  I  was  to  do  after 
secession  four  times,  viz,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  the  2d,  7th,  and  18th  in- 
stants, and  have  received  no  answer.  The  troops  in  this  department 
occupy  a  line  of  some  twelve  hundred  miles,  and  some  time  will  be  re- 
quired to  remove  them  to  any  place.  I  again  asl{j  what  disposition  is  to  he 
nadeofthemf 

Yery  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt  Maj.  Gen»,  U,  S.  Army^  Commanding  Department, 
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[In  closures.] 

Executive  Department, 

Austin,  Tex.  J  January  20,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  E.  TWiggs, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas  : 

My  Dear  General  :  The  present  pressure  of  important  events 
necessarily  induces  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  all  public  functionaries. 
In  this  view  of  the  matter  I  send  to  you  General  J.  M.  Smith,  of  this 
State,  on  a  confidential  mission,  to  know  what,  in  the  present  crisis,  you 
consider  [it]  your  duty  to  do  as  to  maintaining  in  behalf  of  the 
Federal  Government  or  passing  over  to  the  State  the  possession  of  the 
forts,  arsenals,  and  public  property  within  this  State,  and  also  if  a  de- 
mand for  the  possession  of  the  same  is  made  by  the  executive,  you  are 
authorized,  or  [if]  it  would  be  conformable  to  your  sense  of  duty,  to  place 
in  possession  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  the  forts,  arms,  munitions, 
and  property  of  the  Federal  Government,  on  the  order  of  the  executive, 
to  an  officer  of  the  State  empowered  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  same. 

This  course  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  information  has  reached  the 
executive  that  an  effort  will  be  made  by  an  unauthorized  mob  to  take 
forcibly  and  appropriate  the  public  stores  and  property  to  uses  of  their 
own,  assuming  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  State. 

Any  arrangements  made  with  you  by  General  Smith  will  be  sanc- 
tioned and  approved  by  mej  and  should  you  require  any  assistance  to 
aid  you  in  resisting  the  contemplated  and  unauthorized  attack  upon 
the  public  property,  &c.,  and  to  place  the  same  in  possession  of  the 
State  authorities,  you  are  authorized  to  call  on  the  mayor  and  citizens 
of  San  Antonio  for  such  assistance  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 

I  will  hope  to  hear  from  you,  general,  through  my  confidential  agent, 
General  Smith,  so  soon  as  he  can  have  the  honor  of  a  conference  with 
you  on  matters  embraced  in  the  present  epoch  of  our  national  affairs. 
I  am,  general,  yours,  very  truly, 

SAM.  HOUSTON. 

P.  S. — The  legislature  meets  to-morrow.  I  will,  as  soon  as  possible, 
apprise  you  of  its  action.  H. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  January  22,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Samuel  Houston, 

Governor  of  Texas,  Austin : 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  20th  is  received.  I  am  without  instructions  from 
Washington  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  property  here  or 
the  troops,  in  the  event  of  the  State's  seceding.  After  secession,  if  the 
executive  of  the  State  make  a  demand  of  the  commander  of  this  de- 
partment, he  will  receive  an  answer.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  threaten- 
ings  indicated  in  your  letter  from  parties  unauthorized  by  the  executive 
authority  of  Texas  may  not  take  place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Special  Obdeks,  )       War  Dep't,  Apj't-General's  Office. 

ISTo.  22.  (  Washington,  January  28,  1861. 

I.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs,  U.  S.  Army,  is  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  Department  of  Texas,  and  the  command  of  that 
department  is  devolved  upon  Col.  Carlos  A.  Waite,  First  Infantry,  who 
is  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank. 

#  #  #  #  «:  «:  # 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Camp  Yerde,  Tex., 

January  28,  1861. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Texas j  San  Antonio,  Tex. : 

Sir:  The  intelligence  communicated  in  Special  Orders,  IS'o.  10,  from 
Department  Headquarters,  and  the  many  rumors  in  circulation,  would 
seem  to  admonish  every  officer  who  has  the  care  of  public  property  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  it  from  lawless 
violence,  so  far  as  the  means  at  his  command  will  permit.  In  this  view 
of  my  duties  as  commanding  officer  of  a  post,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
making  some  defensive  arrangements,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  order 
the  remainder  of  Captain  Brackett's  company  to  this  place,  without 
waiting  for  further  instructions  fi?om  your  office.  All  the  supplies  for 
that  company  are  drawn  from  this  post,  and  the  grazing  in  this  vicinity 
is  as  good  as  that  at  Camp  Ives.  Captain  Brackett^s  company  has 
always  been  under  the  control  of  the  commanding  officer  at  this  camp 
for  all  military  operations,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular  reason 
for  keeping  it  at  Camp  Ives. 

This  camp  is  spread  over  much  ground,  and  is  the  most  ill-chosen  and 
least  defensible  site  I  have  ever  seen  selected  for  any  military  purposes. 
It  is  on  ground  that  slopes  down  to  Yerde  Creek,  a  stream  that  is  ford- 
able  every  few  yards,  and  every  part  is  exposed  to  the  high  ground 
on  the  other  side,  which  is  within  short  ritle  range,  and*  which  com- 
pletely commands  it.  To  defend  this  position  I  have  a  company  of 
cavalry  armed  with  carbines — an  arm  of  short  range  and  not  of  much 
accuracj^  in  firing.  A  body  of  riflemen,  under  the  cover  aiibrded  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  a  little  beyond  the  range  of  our  arms,  could 
in  a  few  hours  kill  a  large  number  of  our  animals  and  inflict  much 
injury  on  this  command,  while  the  troops  would  be  comparatively 
powerless. 

This  camp  can  only  be  defended,  without  suffering  much  loss,  by 
infantry,  with  the  long-range  musket  or  by  having  artillery.  Not  hav- 
ing infantry,  I  respectfully  request  that  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery — 
say  6-pounders,  or  two  mountain  howitzers,  with  a  supply  of  spherical- 
case  shot,  canister,  and  round  shot,  together  with  the  necessary  imple- 
ments (port-fire,  slow-match,  &c.) — may  be  sent  here  as  early  as  practi- 
cable. 

In  making  this  application  I  assuine  that  there  is  a  probability,  or  at 
least  a  possibility,  that  a  mob  of  reckless  men  may  attemx)t  to  seize  the 
public  property  here,  the  most  valuable  of  which  consists  of  fifty- three 
camels.  I  persume  they  are  worth  some  $20,000.  Whether  there  are 
any  grounds  for  fearing  an  attack  you  know  better  than  myself.  In 
this  isolated  place  we  get  but  little  correct  information  of  what  is  pass- 


Cbup.  tii,]  correspondence,    etc. — UNION.  586 

ing  in  Texas,  and  many  of  the  rumors  that  reach  us  are  no  doubt  greatly 
exaggerated.  In  the  present  feverish  state  of  the  public  mind,  how- 
ever, it  is  impossible  to  say  how  far  men  may  go,  especially  among  such 
a  population  as  is  to  be  found  in  Texas,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  commanding  officer  to  be  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances 
prepared  as  far  as  possible  for  any  and  every  emergency.  To  this  end 
he  must  anticipate  his  wants,  and  take  timely  measures  to  meet  them,* 
hence  the  main  reasons  for  making  this  application.  I  think  there  never 
has  been  any  artillery  at  this  post. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  A.  WAITB, 
Colonel  J  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  30,  1861. 

Col.  H.  L.  Scott,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  New  York,  JSf,  Y.  : 

Charter  a  steamer  for  Key  West  and  the  coast  of  Texas,  to  take  out 
ordnance  and  bring  back  troops.  Consult  with  Mr.  Aspinwall.  Instruc- 
tions by  mail. 

•  L.  THOMAS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  31,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  E.  Twiaas, 

Commanding  Officer  of  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio  : 

General.:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  take  immediate 
measures  for  replacing  the  five  companies  of  artillery  on  the  Kio  Grande 
and  put  them  in  march  for  Brazos  Santiago,  to  which  place  a  steamer 
will  be  sent  to  bring  them  out  of  Texas.  The  light  companies  will  take 
their  guns  and  equipments,  but  will  leave  their  horses. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  4,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  E.  TwiaGS,  U,  S,  Army, 

Commanding  Department  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex.: 

General:  Your  communication  of  January  23,  1861,  with  its  inclos- 
ures,  has  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War.    Those 
from  you  of  December  27, 1860,  the  2d,  7th,  and  18th  of  January,  1861, 
have  also  been  received,  and  were  duly  submitted  to  the  Secretary." 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient;  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant- General. 
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Headquabters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  February  4,  1861. 
Col.  G.  A.  Waite,  U.  8.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio  : 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  write  you  as  follows :  To  re- 
lieve Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs,  you  were  put  in  orders  the  28th 
ultimo  to  command,  according  to  your  brevet  rank,  the  Department  of 
Texas.  Instructions  followed  three  days  later  for  sending  the  five  com- 
panies of  artillery  on  the  Eio  Grande  to  Brazos  Santiago,  there  to  be 
(>mbarked  in  a  steamer  (ordered  hence  to  meet  them),  with  their  bat- 
teries complete,  leaving  their  horses,  for  sale  or  other  service,  behind. 
If  necessary,  the  artillery  companies  will  be  replaced  by  detachments  of 
infantry,  unless  Texas  should,  in  the  mean  time,  have  declared  herself 
out  of  the  Union. 

In  the  latter  case  you  will  wait  for  instructions  respecting  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops  (other  than  the  artillery)  under  your  command  and 
the  public  property  in  their  hands,  which  you  will  hold  and  preserve. 
I  am,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  4,  1861. 

The  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

Sir:  The  secession  ordinance  of  this  State  was  passed  on  the  1st 
instant ;  it  is  referred  back  to  the  people  to  be  voted  on  or  approved  on 
the  23d  February,  when  the  secession  will  be  complete. 

I  send  Lieutenant  Washington,  my  aide-de-camp,  to  Washington  for 
instructions  as  to  what  dispositions  will  be  made  of  the  troops  in  this 
department.  I  will  endeavor  to^  retain  the  clothing  and  provisions  for 
the  troops  and  the  transportation  that  will  be  necessary  to  remove  them. 
Some  steps  ought  to  be  made  at  once,  as  the  troops  occupy  a  frontier  of 
some  1,000  or  1,200  miles,  and  some  time  will  be  required  to  remove 
them.  What  will  be  done  with  the  archives  of  the  department  ? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  16.  ]  San  Antonio,  February  4,  1861. 


2.  Company  A,  First  Infantry,  on  temporary  duty  in  this  city,  will 
return  without  delay  to  its  station,  Camp  Verde. 

jc.  j^  ,AU  4u  4u  Jb  ^k 

W  'W*  ^P  TT  ^S*  "Tr  "Tr 

4.  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Bvt.  Col.  Eobert  E.  Lee,  Second  Cavalry,  is  relieved  from  duty  in  this 
department,  and  will  repair  forthwith  to  Washington  and  report  in  per- 
son to  the  General-in-Ohief. 

#  *  *  *  *  ::r-  r.: 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  4,  1861. 

To  the  (JoMMANDma  Officer  of  each  postin  the  Department  of  Texas  : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  comraanding  general  of  the  department 
to  address  you  as  follows : 

The  secession  act  has  passed  the  Convention  of  this  State,  to  take  effect 
the  2d  day  of  March  next.  Nothing  has  been  heard  at  these  headquar- 
ters as  to  the  disposition  of  the  troops.  The  general  commanding  has 
made  five  applications  for  orders  or  intimation  from  Washington  as  to 
what  is  to  be  done,  but  has  received  no  answer. 

You  will  therefore  continue  to  do  duty  as  usual  until  further  orders, 
but  prepare  to  move  at  a  short  notice,  reducing  the  baggage  as  much  as 
possible.  If  the  general  commanding  knew  at  this  time  how  the  troops 
are  to  be  disposed  of,  you  would  be  informed,  but  he  does  not.  He  will, 
however,  remain  with  them  until  something  is  done,  and  attend  to  their 
comfort  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  IlsTICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  February  7,  1861. 
Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  First  Infantry, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  : 

Sir  :  As  notified  the  4th  instant,  a  steamer  will  sail  in  a  few  days 
from  ISew  York  for  Brazos  Santiago,  calling  at  Indianola  to  send  you 
these  dispatches,  for  the  five  companies  of  artillery  serving  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  It  is  expected  that  all  of  these  companies  will  be  at  the  place 
of  embarkation.  On  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  there  will  be  no  time 
lost  in  getting  the  troops  to  their  ultimate  destination. 

To  facilitate  the  movement,  Maj.  Fitz  John  Porter,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
General-in-Chief.  He  will  be  supplied  with  $40,000,  to  pay  for  the  hire 
of  lighters,  &c.,  should  it  be  found  necessary. 

The  light  batteries  will  leave  their  horses,  but  bring  out  their  guns. 
A  medical  officer  will  embark  with  the  troops. 


I  have,  &c.. 


L.  THOMAS. 


P.  S. — February  11. — Should  Frenches  battery  have  been  ordered  to 
San  Antonio,  the  steamer  will  not  be  delayed  any  time  for  it.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  the  steamer  should  bring  out  as  many  troops  as  she  can 
well  carry,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  delay;  and  Major  Porter 
has  been  authorized  to  order,  in  the  name  of  the  General-in-Chief,  in- 
fantrv  companies  now^  at  hand  to  embark  with  the  artillery. 

L.  THOMAS. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  February  7,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  W.  H.  French,  First  Artillery,  Fort  Duncan,  Tex.  : 

Sir  :  As  the  senior  officer  of  the  five  companies  of  artillery  serving 
in  Texas,  the  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that,  under  the 
orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  Texas  heretofore  given, 
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oi\  if  time  has  not  permitted  you  to  receive  them,  then  under  these 
instructions^  you  will  embark  at  Brazos  Santiago,  on  the  steamer  you 
will  find  there  in  readiness,  and  proceed,  first,  to  Fort  Jefferson  to  land 
Companies  L  and  M,  First  Artillery,  next  to  Fort  Taylor  to  land  Oom- 
l)anies  F  and  K,  after  which  the  steamer  will  proceed  to  N'ew  York  with 
the  remaining  company  (M,  Second  Artillery),  to  take  post  temporarily 
at  Fort  Hamilton.  The  light  batteries  will  bring  their  guns,  but  leave 
their  horses.  Eecruits  will  be  sent  in  the  steamer  to  fill  up  the  com- 
panies to  re-enforce  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Jelierson  and  Taylor  to  the 
maximum  standard.  The  General  expects  you  to  use  the  utmost 
dispatch  in  getting  all  the  troops  to  the  seaboard  and  on  board  the 
steamer.  Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-general,  goes  out  in 
the  steamer  to  expedite  the  movement  and  execute  the  instructions  of 
the  General-in-Chief.  He  will  have  funds  to  pay  the  means  of  transpor- 
tation, &c. 

A  medical  officer  will  accompany  the  troops  to  Fort  Jefferson,  where 
he  will  relieve  Surg.  A.  IST.  McLaren,  and  the  latter  officer  will  continue 
on  duty  with  Company  M,  Second  Artillery. 

The  General-in-Chief  further  directs  that  you  take  command  of  the 
five  companies  according  to  your  brevet  rank. 
I  have,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS. 

P.  S. — February  11. — In  case  any  infantry  companies  embark  on  the 
steamer  they  will  also  receive  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York. 


Headquarters  or  the  Army, 

Washington^  February  8,  18(>l. 

Bvt.  Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington  City: 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  authorizes  you  to  give,  in  his  name  (should 
any  extraordinary  circumstances  demand),  additional  orders  to  execute 
his  instructions  withdrawing  the  five  companies  of  artillery  now  on  the 
Eio  Grande.  * 

Circumstances  of  an  extraordinary  character  may  arise  in  case  the 
State  of  Texas  shall  declare  herself  out  of  the  Union,  or  from  the  failure 
of  proper  orders  reaching  Forts  Brown  and  Duncan.  In  the  latter 
case  you  are  authorized  to  secure  the  public  property  at  those  posts,  or 
placing  it  in  charge  of  ordnance  sergeants  or  agents  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department. 

You  are  authorized  to  take  to  the  Brazos,  for  security  to  the  vessel 
and  funds  in  your  possession,  a  portion  of  the  recruits  assigned  to  the 
future  garrisons  of  Forts  Taylor  and  Jefferson. 

Lieutenant  Collins,  Topographical  Engineers,  will  communicate  with 
you  at  Indianola,  and  receive  from  you  his  orders  of  route  or  of  delay, 
if  useful,  in  returning  here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

*  See  Thomas  to  French,  February  7,  p.  587. 
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General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

1^0.  3.  )  San  Antonio,  February  9,  1861. 

Oommanding  officers  of  posts  will  transmit,  without  delay,  to  these 
headquarters  inventories  of  the  munitions  of  war  at  their  posts,  except 
the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  5  also  inventories  of  the  quarter- 
master's stores  on  hand. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  25.  ]  Sa7i  Antonio,  Tex.,  February  14,  1861. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  dated 
January  31,  1861,  received  to-day,  the  following  movements  of  troops 
will  take  place : 

I.  Companies  ¥,  K,  and  L,  First  Artillery,  at  Fort  Duncan,  Company 
M,  First,  and  Company  M,  Second  Artillery,  at  Fort  Brown,  will  march, 
immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  order,  for  Brazos  Santiago,  at  which 
place  a  steamer  has  been  directed  to  be  in  readiness  to  receive  them  for 
transportation  out  of  Texas.  The  light  companies  will  take  their  guns, 
ammunition,  and  equipments  with  them,  but  will  leave  their  horses  on 
embarkation.  The  other  companies  will  move  with  their  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  all  the  companies  with  such  camp  equipage  as  can  be 
transported  by  the  means  within  their  command. 

II.  Companies  C  and  E,  Third  Infantry,  will  move  to  Fort  Brown 
without  delay,  to  replace  the  garrison  ordered  out  of  Texas,  and  will 
take  charge  of  the  artillery  horses  of  Companies  K,  First,  and  M,  Second 
Artillery,  for  which  purpose  details  from  each  company  will  be  made. 

III.  Company  B,  Third  Infantry,  will  repair  at  once  to  Fort  Duncan, 
and  relieve  the  present  garrison  of  that  station. 

lY.  The  troops  from  Fort  Duncan  will  carry  provisions  as  far  as  Fort 
Brown. 

Y.  The  transportation  will  be  taken  from  the  means  at  the  posts  from 
which  the  movements  will  be  made. 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Twiggs : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  February  15,  1861.     (Eeceived  March  1.) 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite, 

First  Infantry,  Commanding  DepH  of  Texas,  San  Antonio  : 

Sir  :  In.  the  event  of  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Texas,  the  General- 
in-Chief  directs  tliat  you  will,  without  unnecessary  delay,  put  in  march 
for  Fort  Leavenworth  the  entire  military  force  of  your  department. 

Preliminary  thereto,  you  will  at  once  concentrate  -the  troops  in  suffi- 
cient bodies  to  protect  their  march  out  of  the  country  at  central  points 
on  the  proper  lines  of  march.  The  following  stations  now  occupied  seem 
to  be  the  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  : 

1.  Fort  Stockton,  on  the  overland  mail  route,  where  it  is  joined  by  the 
stage  route  from  San  Antonio,  for  the  posts  of  Camps  Hudson  and  Lan- 
caster, Forts  Davis,  Quitman,  and  Bliss — a  rendezvous  of  ten  companies 
of  infantry. 
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2.  Fort  Clark,  for  Fort  Mcintosh,  Einggold  Barracks,  aud  other  posts 
on  or  near  the  Lower  Eio  Grande — a  rendezvous  for  some  three  com- 
panies of  cavalry  and  ten  of  infantry. 

3.  San  Antonio,  for  the  troops  there  in  depot,  and  at  Fort  Inge — a 
rendezvous,  as  at  present  known,  of  one  company  of  cavalry  and  two  of 
infantry,  but  probably  strengthened  by  additional  companies  from  other 
stations. 

4.  Camp  Cooper,  or  Fort  Belknap,  on  the  overland  mail  route,  for  the 
troops  at  Forts  Chadbourne  and  Mason,  Camps  Colorado  and  Ives — a 
rendezvous  for  six  companies  of  cavalry  and  three  of  infantry.  . 

The  lines  of  march  from  these  centers  would  probably  all  be  on  Fort 
Arbuckle,  through  Fort  Belknap,  and  thence  through  the  Indian  coun- 
try, and  west  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  Fort  Leavenworth.  These 
lines  of  march  will,  of  course,  not  be  regarded  as  fixed,  but  be  varied  by 
you  according  as  you  may  judge  proper. 

It  is  supposed  that  at  each  post  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  transportation 
for  the  baggage  and  supplies  of  the  troops,  but  all  the  transportation 
within  the  department,  including  the  camels,  must  be  put  in  requisition 
to  make  the  movement  to  bring  out  all  the  supplies  and  public  propertj^ 
if  possible.  You  will  readily  see  that  the  private  baggage  of  officers 
and  men  must  be  brought  down  to  the  lowest  point.  Whatever  property 
it  may  be  iiecessary  to  leave  in  the  State  will  be  put  in  possession  of 
officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  to  be  shipped  by  water  to 
^ew  York.  So  far  as  water  transportation  can  with  safety  be  made 
available,  you  will  prefer  it  for  such  public  property  as  lies  convenient 
to  the  coast. 

I  have,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS. 

P.  S. — Timely  measures  will  be  taken  here  to  meet  the  northern  move- 
ments of  trooiDS  with  supi^lies  and  forage,  to  be  forwarded  from  the  Mis- 
souri Eiver,  in  the  direction  of  the  Arkansas,  say,  to  some  point  on  or 
near  the  Cherokee  Country.  The  troops  will  probably  be  obliged  to 
take  beef  on  the  hoof  with  them  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
march. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

8an  Antonio^  February  18,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst.  Adjt,  Oen.y  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  On  the  15th  instant,  the  order  relieving  me  in  command  in  Texas 
was  received.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  some  thousand  State  troops 
took  possession  of  the  public  property  in  this  place. 

Colonel  Waite  is  absent  some  sixty  miles  from  here  at  C^amp  Verde. 
I  await  his  arrival  to  surrender  the  command  to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Bvt,  Maj,  Gen. J  U.  S,  Army,  Commanding  Department 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

ISTo.  27.  )  San  Antonio^  February  18,  1861. 

I.  The  State  troops  having  taken  possession  of  the  cifcy  of  San  Antonio 
and  the  property  that  belonged  to  the  Federal  Government,  the  officers 
of  the  general  staff,  viz,  Bvt.  'Maj.  W.  A.  Mchols,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ;  Maj.  D.  H.  Yinton,  quartermaster ;  Capt.  A.  W.  Keynolds,  as- 
sistant quartermaster ;  Military  Storekeeper  E.  M.  Potter ;  Oapt.  W.  B. 
Blair,  commissary  of  subsistence  j  Surg.  E.  H.  Abadie,  Medical  Depart- 
ment; Maj.  S.  Maclin,  paymaster;  Maj.  D.  McGlure,  paymaster;  Bvt. 
Second  Lieuts.  W.  H.  Echols  and  Nicolas  Bowen,  Topographical  Engi- 
neers, and  Oapt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  will,  as 
soon  as  their  several  functions  shall  cease,  proceed  to  Washington 
City,  D.  0.,  and  report  to  the  chiefs  of  their  resijective  bureaus.  The 
chief  quartermaster  will  advance  to  each  officer  named  the  mileage  from 
this  place  to  Washington  City. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Jwiggs : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  >      Hdqrs.  Department  op  Te:^s, 

No.  6.  )  San  Antonio^  February  19,  1861. 

Col.  C.  A.  Waite,  U.  S.  Army,  having  arrived  at  these  headquarters, 
the  undersigned,  in  comx)liance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  22,  of  1861,  from 
the  War  Department,  hereby  relinquishes  the  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas. 

D.  E.  TWIGGS, 
Brevet  Major- General^  U.  8.  Army. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  7.  )  San  Antonio,  February  19,  1861. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  22,  of  1861,  from  the  War  De- 
partment, the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department 
of  Texas. 

C.  A.  WAITE, 

Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 


Fort  Brown, 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  February  19,  1861. 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General's  Office,  Washington,  J).  C. : 

Dear  Colonel  :  There  have  been  a  good  many  rumors  afloat  in  re- 
gard to  the  disposition  General  Twiggs  intends  making  of  the  troops  of 
this  department,  in  the  event  of  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Texas.  It 
is  possible  this  may  have  reached  the  War  Department.  These  reports 
are  to  the  effect  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  of 
the  department  to  tuiu  over  to  the  State  authorities  all  the  Federal 
property  within  the  borders  of  the  State,  on  the  requisition  of  the  gov- 
ernor, and  it  is  stated  on  good  authority,  or  what  is  here  considered 
good  authority,  that  the  general  has  so  written  to  the  governor. 
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There  have  also  been  rumors  of  an  intended  concentration  of  the 
troops  at  San  Antonio,  with  a  view  to  their  disbandment.  Lieutenant 
Graham,  of  my  company,  recently  joined  from  leave  of  absence,  informs 
me  that  in  passing  through  'New  Orleans  he  was  advised  by  Colonel 
Myers,  son-in-law  of  General  Twiggs,  not  to  join  his  company ;  that  the 
troops  in  Texas  would  not  be  allowed  to  leave  the  State,  and  that  the 
general  had  been  written  to,  or  that  there  was  a  plan  to  concentrate  the 
troops  at  San  Antonio,  to  give  all  the  officers  who  desired  it  permission 
to  leave  the  department,  and  then  to  notify  the  President  that  he  held 
the  Army  in  Texas  for  the  Southern  republic. 

I  have  just  received  two  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment (of  which  I  inclose  copies,  lest  you  should  not  have  received  them),* 
and  these  orders,  in  conjunction  with  all  the  reports  above  referred  to, 
leave  so  decided  an  impression  on  my  mind  that  some  unauthorized  dis- 
position of  the  troops  is  in  contemplation,  that  I  think  I  will  be  justified 
in  refusing  to  move  my  command  from  this  post  on  the  order  of  General 
Twiggs,  unless  I  am  satisfied  that  he  is  acting  under  the  orders  of  the 
General-in-Chief  or  the  War  Department. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  extremely  unpleasant  to  disobey  an  order  from 
department  headquarters,  but  you  will  perceive  therein  an  intention  is 
foreshadowed  of  moving  the  troops,  and  at  the  same  time  an  admission 
that  no  orders  have  been  received. 

If  an  order  is  issued  moving  this  command,  I  will  believe  that  it  is 
issued  in  bad  faith  to  the  Government,  and  I  do  not  think  I  ought  to 
hesitate  to  disobey  it.  I  hope,  however,  that  I  will  hear  from  you,  either 
officially  or  unofficially.  The  vote  in  this  State  on  the  question  of  seces- 
sion will  be  taken  on  the  23d,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  the  result  of 
the  vote  can  be  ascertained  and  disclosed  before  six  weeks.  Many  of 
the  precincts,  such  as  El  Paso,  are  very  remote,  so  that,  until  the  dis- 
closed vote  of  the  people  is  ascertained,  the  State,  although  nominally 
out  of  the  Union  on  the  2d  of  March  next,  is  not  reallj^  so. 

I  presume  that  the  policy  of  the  incoming  administration  will  be  de- 
veloped immediately  after  the  4th  of  March,  and  if  you  will  write  me  by 
the  8th  of  March,  your  letter  will  reach  New  Orleans  in  time  for  the 
steamer  of  the  15th  of  that  month. 

There  are  reports,  too,  of  official  letters  being  opened,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  your  letter  be  sent  under  an  unofficial  envelope. 

Should  it  be  the  intention  of  the  department  to  withdraw  these  troops 
after  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Texas,  of  course  it  is  obvious  that 
Brazos  Santiago  is  the  port  where  to  embark. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Captain^  First  Artillery, 

•  Febrijart  21. 

P.  S. — The  steamer  Arizona  has  just  arrived  at  Brazos.  She  brings 
intelligence  that  the  steamer  General  Eusk  was  about  to  leave  Gal- 
veston with  several  hundred  men  to  seize  Brazos  Santiago  and  the  ord- 
nance stores  there.  She  was  directed  (the  Arizona)  by  her  owners  to 
delay  twenty-four  [hours]  at  Indianola,  in  order  that  the  Eusk  should 
reach  Brazos  in  advance  of  her.  I  have  apprehended  some  lawless 
attack  on  Brazos,  and  a  short  time  ago  sent  down  an  officer  and 
twelve  men.    There  is  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  and  ordnance 

*  See  circulo,!'  February  .4  ancj.  order  February  9,  pp.  587, 589, 
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there.  I  cannot  bring  it  to  this  post  at  present  from  the  want  of  trans- 
portation, and  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  upon  con- 
sultation with  Captain  Stoneman  and  those  officers  in  whose  judgment 
I  have  conlidence,  I  have  determined  to  destroy  these  stores.  I  have 
not  time  to  write  you  officially,  but  this  steamer  brings  us  intelligence 
(unofficial)  that  a  steamer  has  been  sent  to  withdraw  the  artillery  com- 
mand 5  and  to  insure  our  communication  we  must  have  the  control  of 
Brazos  Santiago.  There  is  also  a  rumor  that  a  command  of  Texas  troops 
is  on  its  march  from  Indianola,  and  it  is  prudent  not  to  scatter  my  com- 
mand 5  and  if  the  ordnance  stores  at  Brazos  are  destroyed  or  rendered 
unserviceable,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  retaining  a  detachment  at 
that  point. 


Truly,  yours, 


B.  H.  H. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

ISTo.  31.  }  San  Antonio,  February  23,  1861. 

W  tP  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

2.  Capt.  E.  H.  K.  Whiteley,  Ordnance  Department,  will  point  out  to 
Mr.  W.  G.  M.  Samuel,  authorized  agent  of  the  commissioners  on  be- 
half of  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas,  the  public  property  lately 
in  his  possession,  which  was  forcibly  seized  and  is  now  held  by  troops 
of  the  State  of  Texas  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  said  commissioners, 
in  order  that  correct  inventories  of  the  same  may  be  made. 

3.  The  officers  of  the  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  Departments  will 
point  out  to  Mr.  James  Duff,  authorized  agent  of  the  commissioners  in 
behalf  of  the  Convention  of  the  People  of  Texas,  the  public  property 
lately  in  their  possession,  which  was  forcibly  seized  and  is  now  held  by 
a,  body  of  armed  Texans  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  said  commission- 
ers, in  order  that  correct  inventories  of  the  same  may  be  made. 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  OTCHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Departiment  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  February  24,  1861. 
[IN'o  address.] 

Sir  :  Information  has  reached  these  headquarters  that  three  of  the 
companies  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  which  have  been  serving  in  the  De- 
partment of  I^ew  Mexico  (and  by  recent  orders  transferred  to  this  depart- 
ment) have  not  left  that  department.  In  view  of  the  present  position 
of  matters  connected  with  tttis  State,  of  which  you  have  all  the  requisite 
information,  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  this  department 
to  request  that  you  will  immediately  communicate  with  the  commanders 
of  those  companies,  and  direct  them  not  to  come  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  but  to  remain  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  ISiew 
Mexico  until  they  shall  receive  orders  from  higher  authority.  Please 
furnish  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  i^ew  Mexico  with  a  copy 
of  this  communication,  and  also  each  company  commander  herein  re- 
ferred to. 

T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

38  E  B 
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Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

Ko.  32.  )  San  Antonio,  February  24,  1861. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Texas  having  turned 
over  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  twenty- six  wagons  and  teams 
for  the  movement  of  the  troops  on  the  line  above  Fort  Clark,  those  posts, 
viz.  Fort  Bliss,  Fort  Quitman,  Fort  Davis,  Fort  Stockton,  Fort  Lancas- 
ter, and  Camp  Hudson,  will  be  evacuated  by  their  garrisons  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  The  most  remote  garrison  will  move  first,  and  the  gar- 
rison of  each  succeeding  post  two  days  after  the  passage  of  the  command 
which  precedes  it.  They  will  direct  their  march  upon  Indian ola,  where 
transports  will  be  in  readiness  for  their  embarkation.  The  troops  will 
march  with  their  arms  and  ammunition,  the  necessary  clothing  and  camp 
equipage,  and,  as  the  means  of  transportation  are  limited,  no  extra  bag- 
gage will  be  allowed.  Lieut.  Henry  W.  Freedley,  Third  Infantry,  is  ap- 
pointed acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  the  train.  Special  instructions 
will  be  given  to  him.  Agents  on  the  part  of  the  State  will  be  sent  up 
to  the  several  posts  to  receive  the  public  property. 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

E^o.  35.  ]  San  Antonio,  February  26,  1861. 

1.  Ko  enlistments  will  be  made  during  the  stay  of  the  troops  in  this 
department.     This  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  re-enlistments. 

2.  Should  any  of  the  troops  on  the  lines  about  Fort  Mason  be  found 
above  that  post  in  march  for  the  coast,  they  will  halt  at  that  station  and 
will  immediately  report  the  fact  to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Col.  0.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  mCHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquar'j  ERS  Fort  Mason,  Tex., 

February  27,  1861. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols,  Adjutant- General,  cj&c,  San  Antonio,  Tex.: 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I 
forwarded  General  Orders,  No.  5,  of  February  18,  1861,  and  the  circular 
of  the  commissioners,  to  Camp  Colorado  on  the  21st  instant,  by  a  cor- 
poral and  three  privates. 

When  about  twenty  miles  from  this  post,  they  w^ere  taken  prisoners 
by  the  State  troops,  under  command  of  Capt!  A.  B.  Burleson,  the  orders 
opened  and  read,  the  men  dismounted,  and  made  to  walk  about  sixty 
miles  out  of  their  way,  their  horses  being  ridden  by  some  of  Captain 
Burleson's  men. 

Captain  Burleson  then  thought  i  advisable  to  send  the  orders  for- 
ward. Accordingly,  he  released  the  corporal  and  one  private  and  or- 
dered them  to  proceed  to  Camp  Colorado ',  he,  however,  detained  two 
privates  as  prisoners  for  several  days,  sending  one  of  their  horses  to 
Austin,  ridden  by  one  of  his  men,  on  express. 

After  detaining  the  two  men  for  several  days,  he  released  them. 
The  entire  party  reached  this  post  late  last  night. 

I  inclose  copies  of  letters  received  from  Colonel  McCulloch  and  Cap- 


Chap.  VII.J  CORRESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  595 

taiu  Burleson.    Captain  Burleson's  command  is  in  the  service  of  the 
State  and  under  the  orders  of  the  governor. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ED.  W.  JOHl!^SON, 
Captain,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post 

finclosures.j 

Camp  on  Richland,  February  24,  1861. 

Captain  Johnson*  I  send  to  Fort  Mason  this  morning  two  of  your 
men  that  I  have  had  in  custody,  and  in  doing  what  I  have  done  I 
think  I  have  acted  right,  and  I  think  the  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  State  of  Texas  are  a  set  of  jackasses  in  allowing  the  regular 
troops  in  leaving  Texas  with  their  arms  ;  and,  to  be  plain  with  you,  if  I 
had  a  sufficient  force  I  would  make  all  of  you  lay  down  your  arms  in 
short  order,  and  if  I  can-  get  men  I  will  yet  do  it.  One  of  the  United 
States  horses  that  I  took  I  have  sent  an  express  to  Austin  on  him,  and 
when  he  returns  I  will  send  him  to  you.  if  you  have  not  left,  and  in 
that  case  I  will  turn  him  over  to  some  of  the  United  States  officers. 
In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  treatment  I  received 
whilst  at  Fort  Mason  from  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  BUELESOi^, 
Captain,  Commanding  Camp  Texas  Bangers, 

Headquarters  Camp  Colorado, 

Texas,  February  25,  1861. 

Captain  Johnson,  Commanding  Fort  Mason : 

Sir:  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  Captain  Burleson,  Texas  Eangers,  to 
Captain  Smith,  Second  Cavalry,  of  this  post,  saying  that  he  had  arrested 
your  expressman  en  route  for  this  place,  opened  the  documents  and 
letters,  detained  some  of  the  property  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  was 
acting  under  my  orders.  Captain  Burleson  was  not  called  into  the 
service  by  me,  does  not  belong  to  my  command  properly,  and  I  have 
given  him  no  orders  to  interfere  with  any  movement  on  this  frontier. 
I  did  write  to  Captain  Burleson  to  know  if  he  would  co-operate  with 
me  on  the  frontier  and  in  all  my  service,  and  asked  him  to  answer  me  at 
once,  which  he  has  never  done,  and  should  he  have  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  should  have  given  him  orders,  but  certainly  not  to  arrest 
the  express  from  one  of  your  posts  to  another.  I  regret  the  indiscretion 
of  Captain  Burleson  very  much,  and  am  sorry  to  be  compelled,  in  order 
to  place  myself  right,  to  cast  the  blame  upon  him  -,  but  I  csinnot  permit 
injustice  to  be  done  myself  in  order  to  shield  another. 

Captain  Burleson  is  a  young  officer,  and  I  have  no  doubt  thought  he 
was  acting  for  the  good  of  his  State,  and  am  sorry  he  should  have  been 
io  indiscreet. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  E.  MCCULLOCH, 
Commissioner,  and  Col.  Comdg.  Northwestern  Frontier  of  Texas. 

Fort  Mason,  Tex.,  February  27,  1861. 
Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  Texas,  San  Antonio: 

Major  :  It  may  be  asked  why  I  did  not  rescue  my  men  at  all  hazards. 
1  reply,  that  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  this  high-handed  measure  was 
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from  the  men  after  their  return  to  the  post.  A  great  many  of  Burleson^s 
men  left  him  on  account  of  this  unlawful  proceeding,  and  he,  too,  has 
left  his  camp  for  some  point  unknown. 

I  hope  the  good  people  of  Texus  will  permit  us  to  depart  in  peace ; 
but  many  such  acts  like  this  one,  on  their  part,  will  sooner  or  later 
bring  on  a  determined  resistance. 
Yours,  truly, 

ED    W.  JOHNSON. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No*.  36.  )  San  Antonio,  Fehrnary  21,  1861. 

Department  Special  Orders,  No.  32,  of  February  24, 1861,  are  modified 
as  follows : 

The  garrisons  of  the  posts  above  Fort  Clark,  viz,  Fort  Bliss,  Fort 
Quitman,  Fort  Davis,  Fort  Stockton,  Fort  Lancaster,  and  Camp  Hud- 
son, instead  of  marching  as  therein  directed,  will  march  upon  the  coast 
as  soon  as  the  means  of  transportation  shall  be  received  by  them. 

The  public  property  at  the  several  posts,  except  what  is  expressly 
mentioned  in  Departnlent  General  Orders,  No.  5,  and  the  circular  of  the 
commissioners  on  behalf  of  committee  of  public  safety,  under  date  of  San 
Antonio,  February  18,  1861,  will  be  turned  over  to  authorized  agents  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  who  will  give  due  and  proper  receipts  for  the  same. 
Should,  however,  any  agent  on  the  part  of  the  State  fail  to  appear  or 
any  one  refuse  to  give  the  proper  receipts,  the  commanding  officer  will 
call  a  board  of  survey,  with  instructions  to  make  inventories  of  the  prop- 
erty to  be  abandoned.  (See  General  Orders,  No.  22,  of  1859,  from  the 
War  Department.) 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  8.  )  San  Antonio,  February  28,  1861. 

Commanding  officers  of  posts  and  others  will,  when  the  troops  take 
up  the  line  of  march  for  the  coast,  turn  over  the  public  property  in  their 
charge  (reserving  such  especially  enumerated  in  General  Orders,  No.  5, 
of  February  18, 1861,  from  these  headquarters)  to  the  authorized  agents 
of  the  State  of  Texas,  who  will  be  duly  commissioned  by  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  State  to  give  due  and  proper  receipts  for  the 
same. 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  37.  )  San  Antonio,  February  28,  1861. 

I.  Companies  I,  First,  and  A,  Eighth  Infantry,  now  in  camp  at  the 
head  of  the  San  Pedro,  will,  on  the  2d  proximo,  proceed,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Bvt.  Maj.  L.  Smith,  captain  Eighth  Infantry,  to  Green  Lake, 
some  twenty  miles  from  the  coast,  and  encamp  there  until  further  instruc- 
tions. Major  Smith  will  select  such  position  as  will  be  suitable  for  an 
encampment  of  six  hundred  men. 
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Capt.  J.  H.  King,  First  Infantry,  will  perform  the  duties  of  quarter- 
uiaftter  and  commissary  of  the  command  at  Green  Lake  until  relieved  by 
an  officer  who  will  soon  be  detailed  for  that  purpose, 
l^y  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Afislstant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

No.  5.  i  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  March  1,  1801 . 

The  following  order  is  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army: 

Wah  Department,  March  1,  1861. 

By  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  is  ordered  that  Brig. 
Gen.  David  E.  Twiggs,  major-general  by  brevet,  be,  and  is  hereby,  dismissed  from  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  for  his  treachery  to  the  flag  of  his  countiy,  in  having  sur- 
rendered, on  the  18th  of  February,  1861,  on  the  demand  of  the  authorities  of  Texas, 
the  military  posts  and  other  property  of  the  United  States  in  his  department  and  under 
his  charge. 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  COOPEE, 

A  djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  41.  i  San  Antonio^  March  5,  1861. 

The  garrisons  of  the  following -named  posts  will  march  for  the  coast, 
via  San  Antonio,  as  soon  as  they  receive  the  requisite  means  of  trans- 
portation, viz:  Fort  Inge,  Camp  Wood,  Fort  Mason,  Camp  Colorado, 
Fort  Chadbourne,  and  Camp  Cooper.  Upon  arriving  at  Green  Lake, 
some  twenty  miles  from  Indianola,  the  troops  will  find  a  camp  established, 
where  they  will  remain  until  the  transports  are  ready  for  their  embarka- 
tion. It  is  desiraole  that  sufficient  provisions  and  forage  be  taken  to 
last  to  that  point.  If  the  means  of  transportation  will  not  permit,  re- 
course must  be  had  to  the  several  posts  on  the  line  of  march. 
By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  44.  )  San  Antonio^  March  8,  1861. 

^F  Ht  TT  tF  w  9r  •/? 

2.  The  garrisons  of  Fort  Davis  and  Fort  Stockton  will  not  commence 
the  march  for  the  coast  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops  and  trains  from 
Fort  Quitman  and  Fort  Bliss. 

4.  The  garrisons  of  Fort  Clark  and  Fort  Duncan,  and  I  Company, 
Second  Cavalry,  Captain  Brackett,  will  march  for  the  coast,  via  San 
Antonio,  as  soon  as  they  receive  the  requisite  means  of  transportation. 
Upon  arriving  at  Green  Lake,  some  twenty  miles  from  Indianola,  the 
troops  will  find  a  camp  established,  where  they  will  remain  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  transports.    Sufficient  provisions  and  forage  will  be  taken 
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to  last  to  that  point,  if  possible.  The  troops  will  march  with  their  arms 
and  ammunitiou,  the  necessary  clothing,  and  camp  equipage.  No  extra 
baggage  will  be  taken. 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite: 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  March  12,  1861.  " 
Col.  Carlos  A.  Waite, 

U.  8.  Army,  or  senior  officer  on  duty  ivith 

U.  8.  troops  at  Brazos  and  Indlanola,  Tex.  : 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  the  troops  arriving  at  Brazos 
and  at  Indianola,  Tex.,  for  embarkation,  shall  proceed  to  the  harbor  of 
New  York,  where  they  will  receive  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

No.  50.  i  San  Antonio,  March  19,  1861. 

Maj.  Sackfield  Maclin,  paymaster,  U.  S.  Army,  having  accepted  a  mili- 
tary appointment  under  the  State  of  Texas,  and  having  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  that  office,  will  immediately  transfer  to  Maj.  Daniel  McClure, 
paymaster,  IJ.  S.  Army,  all  funds  pertaining  to  the  Pay  Department 
which  may  be  in  his  hands  or  in  any  way  under  his  control,  in  order 
that  the  companies  of  his  district  which  are  daily  arriving  at  this  place 
may  be  paid. 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  A.  Waite : 

W.  A.  NICHOLS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  March  19,  1861.     (Eeceived  April  1,  1861.) 
Col.  Carlos  A.  Waite, 

U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  the  Department  of  Texas : 

Sir  :  If  the  number  of  troops  under  orders  to  leave  Texas  and  not  yet 
embarked,  or,  if  embarked,  still  within  your  call,  be  sufficient,  you  will 
immediately  form  a  strongly-intrenched  camp  at  some  suitable  point 
convenient  to  and  covering  the  post  of  Indianola,  of  not  less  than  five 
hundred,  but  preferably  of  twelve  hundred,  men,  and  hold  the  same 
against  hostile  Texans  until  further  orders. 

With  the  troops  you  will  i^etain  your  means  of  transportation,  with  all 
the  subsistence  that  can  be  spared  from  the  steamers  sent  from  New 
York  to  Texas  for  the  reception  of  troops,  together  with  one  of  those 
steamers  for  a  time — the  one  on  which  the  United  States  will  have  to 
pay  the  least  damage — and  discharge  the  other  steamers.  And  if  there 
be  one  or  (preferably)  two  companies  not  needed  for  the  above  camp,  you 
will  send  such  company  or  companies  by  the  steamers  to  Key  West,  to 
occupy  the  barracks  on  that  island.  If  there  be  still  a  surplus  of  troops 
beyond  those  objects,  they  will  proceed  to  New  York  in  the  steamers. 

The  objects  of  the  intrenched  camp  near  Indianola  are,  first,  to  keep 
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a  foothold  ill  that  State  till  the  question  of  secession  on  her  part  be 
definitely  settled  among  her  own  people,  and,  second,  in  case  of  conflict 
between  them,  to  give  such  aid  and  support  to  General  Houston  or  other 
head  of  authority  in  the  defense  of  the  Federal  Government  as  may  be 
within  your  power,  without  imminent  peril  to  your  command  or  to  some 
considerable  portion  thereof. 

This  restriction  alludes  to  advances  and  co-operation  in  the  interior 
too  far  for  a  probable  safe  return  to  your  base  of  operations,  but  it  is 
not  intended  to  prevent  you  from  taking  reasonable  war  risks  in  order 
to  afford  the  permitted  su|)port. 

You  will  communicate  as  freely  as  practicable  with  General  Houston 
or  other  leader  of  the  Union  party,  and  comply  with  his  wishes  or  sug- 
gestions, if  practicable,  within  the  above  restriction;  of  which  you,  on 
your  responsibility,  will  be  the  judge. 

A  field  battery  and  some  heavier  guns,  together  with  subsistence  and 
other  necessaries,  will  be  sent  to  you  as  your  wants  may  become  known. 

For  the  use  of  j^our  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence 
there  will  be  deposited  in  time  to  your  credit,  with  the  assistant  treas- 
urer, Kew  York,  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  you  will  draw  out  as  may 
be  needed  by  those  disbursing  officers. 

It  is  expected  that  you  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  communicating 
with  the  Adjutant-General  everything  of  interest  that  may  occur  to  your 
command  or  in  connection  with  these  instructions. 

With  great  confidence  in  your  zeal,  energy,  and  judgment,  I  remain, 
yours,  respectfully, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — If  on  the  receipt  of  this  duplicate  it  should  be  well  known  that 
neither  Governor  Houston  nor  any  other  executive  authority  of  Texas 
has  any  considerable  number  of  men  up  in  arms  in  defense  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  in  that  State  (and  you  may  detain  the  steam  transports 
some  days  for  satisfactory  information  on  this  point),  you  will  consider 
the  foregoing  instructions  as  withdrawn ;  all  except  what  relates  to  the 
two  companies  to  be  landed  for  the  occupation  of  the  barracks  on  Key 
West. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kew  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  March  23,  1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Neiv  York  City  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief that  I  arrived  here  and  assumed  command  of  this  depart- 
ment on  the  22d  instant.  I  feel  it  to  be  my  first  duty  to  call  his  attention 
at  once  to  the  condition  of  affairs  which  I  find  existing  throughout  this 
Territory.  The  expeditions  against  the  Comanches  and  the  ]!:Jfavajos  have 
caused  the  loss  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  means  of  transportation, 
and  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Texas  has  involved  an  additional  heavy 
loss  to  this  department  of  subsistence  stores,  of  transportation,  and  of 
funds. 

By  the  mail  of  to-day  I  have  received  a  report  from  Maj.  Isaac  Lynde, 
commanding  Fort  McLane,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  for  the  information 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  by  the  same  mail  I  am  informed  of  ai  plan 
laid  by  the  people  about  Albuquerque  to  possess  themselves  of  the  Gov- 
ernment stores  at  that  depot.  The  people  in  every  portion  of  the  Terri- 
tory are  beginning  to  refuse  to  credit  the  Government.    The  troops  are 
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becoming  uneasy  and  restless  about  their  pay,  and  unless  tbey  can  be 
assured  at  a  very  early  day  that  they  will  be  paid  off,  very  serious  con- 
sequences may  result. 

The  great  scarcity  of  means  of  transportation  and  the  difficulty  of 
hiring  it  must  necessarily  cramp  the  field  operations  now  commencing 
against  the  Apaches  and  render  long  marches  impossible,  except  for  a 
small  body  of  troops.  I  earnestly  request,  therefore,  that  I  may  receive 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  means  of  paying  off  the  troops  and 
other  creditors  of  the  Government,  or  instructions  for  my  guidance,  and 
additional  means  of  transportation  in  case  it  may  not  be  possible  to  send 
the  funds  now  imperatively  required. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOKING, 
Colonel  Begiment  Mounted  Rifles,  Commanding  Department. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Fort  MoLane,  K  Mex.,  MarcJi  11,  1861. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  public  ox- train  of  fifteen 
wagons  from  Albuquerque  that  I  reported  as  having  been  attacked  by 
Indians  at  Cook's  Spring  arrived  at  this  place,  and  after  refitting  left  for 
Fort  Buchanan  on  the  25th  of  February. 

On  the  5th  of  March  I  received  reliable  information  that  a  party  of 
desperate  men  from  the  mines,  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Kirk,  wagon- 
master,  had  left  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  train  and  running  it  into 
Sonora  and  selling  it.  I  have  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  they 
have  succeeded;  that  the  train  took  the  road  to  Janos,  the  nearest  point 
in  Mexico,  and  had  crossed  the  line  before  I  received  the  first  report.  I 
have  also  received  information  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  mines  have 
formed  a  plan  to  attack  this  post ;  to  capture  the  public  property ;  take 
all  the  arms,  &c.,  from  us.  They  hope  to  surprise  us;  but  in  that  they 
will  be  mistaken.  I  shall  defend  the  post  unless  overpowered  by  num- 
bers. Their  object  is  plunder,  and  the  report  states  that  when  they  have 
captured  us  they  intend  to  take  all  the  stock  of  the  overland  mail.  I 
believe  such  an  attack  will  be  made,  and  they  may  get  some  of  our  ani- 
mals, as  we  must  send  them  out  to  graze. 

I  shall  keep  my  command  here,  and  cannot  furnish  escorts,  as  I  shall 
have  no  men  to  spare  if  this  attack  is  made  with  their  whole  force.    I 
consider  the  preservation  of  the  public  property  of  the  first  importance. 
Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

1.  LYNDE, 
Major,  Seventh  Infantry,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Camp  on  Green  Lake,  Tex.,  April  8,  1861. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols, 

A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs,  Dept,  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex,  : 
Major  :  I  inclose  a  letter  which  I  received  from  E.  A.  Howard,  agent 
of  the  State,  and  my  answer.  They  speak  for  themselves.  I  was  very 
ill  when  called  upon  to  make  the  answer.  Every  word  cost  me  severe 
suffering.  I  did  not  consult  anything  but  brevity.  Delicacy  towards  the 
commission  would  be  absurd.    I  wonder  if  they  know  that  one  of  our 
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officers  gave  all  his  arms,  his  company  arms,  to  Colonel  Ford,  that  the 
colonel  might  have  the  means  of  keeping  the  scalping-knife  from  the 
heads  of  the  people  at  and  near  Brownsville.  Captain  Stoneman  abso- 
lutely did,  upon  a  touching  appeal  from  Colonel  Ford.  I^otice  the  circu- 
lar of  the  commissioners  of  the  18th.    Tt  says:  ^^Arms  of  the  respective 


corps.^' 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LARKIN  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major ^  Commanding. 

[Inclosures.] 

GrEEEN  Lake,  Tex.,  Aiwll  6, 1861. 

Maj.  L.  Smith,  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding : 

Major:  In  obedience  to  instructions,  as  agent  of  the  State  of  Texas 
to  receive  the  public  property  from  the  embarking  troops,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  agreement  entered  into  by  General  Twiggs  and  the  com- 
missioners of  the  State  of  Texas,  I  most  respectfully  ask  that  if  there 
are  any  United  States  arms  not  in  the  hands  of  troops  they  may  be 
turned  over  to  the  State  of  Texas. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICH^D  A.  HOWARD, 

Agent  State  of  Texas. 

Hdqrs.  Green  Lake,  Tex.,  April  7,  1861—12  m. 
Richard  A.  Howard,  Agent  of  State  of  Texas  : 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  6th  instant.  IsTeither  General 
Twiggs  nor  Colonel  Waite  had  any  idea  of  embracing  the  company  arms 
in  their  orders  designating  the  property  to  be  delivered  to  the  State 
authorities.  This  I  am  positive  is  the  fact.  Were  it  otherwise,  I  am 
not  the  person  to  decide  such  a  point.  It  is  strange  that  the  commis- 
sioners should  instruct  you  to  call  on  me  with  such  a  demand,  when  they 
have  the  commander  of  the  department  in  their  city. 

General  Orders,  No.  5,  of  February  18,  the  circular  of  the  Texas  com- 
missioners of  same  date,  and  General  Orders,  No.  8,  of  February  28,  sus- 
tain my  position.  The  latter  also  designates  the  place  where  the  demand 
has  to  be  made.  I  must  answer  your  letter  by  respectfully  denying  your 
premises. 

Your  letter  with  this  answer  will  be  forwarded  to  Colonel  Waite. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LARKIN  SMITH, 
«  Brevet  Major,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Camp  on  Green  Lake,  Tex.,  April  11, 1861. 

Maj.  W.  A.  Nichols, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  San  Antonio,  Tex.  : 

Major:  The  Empire  City  will  doubtless  sail  to-morrow  morning. 
Major  Sibley  still  delaying,  I  have  ordered  Captain  Johnson,  Second 
Cavalry,  with  the  Fort  Mason  garrison,  to  report  to  Major  Shepherd. 
He  will  do  so  to-day,  and,  as  the  weather  is  very  favorable,  the  troops 
will  almost  certainly  embark  to  morrow.  Captain  Johnson  will  return 
to  camp  in  case  Major  Sibley  arrives  this  evening. 

There  will  then  be  left  here  for  the  Star  of  the  West,  if  Captain  John- 
son's command  goes,  Major  Sibley's  three  companies,  say  200  persons; 
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Captain  Granger's  and  Captain  Wallace's  companies,  141  persons;  non 
commissioned  staff  and  band,  First  Infantry,  17  persons ;  Captain  Jor- 
dan's company  (D),  Eighth  Infantry,  45  persons;  my  company  (A), 
Eighth  Infantry,  52.    Total,  455.    This  number  may  be  increased  ten 
by  the  detached  men  and  laundresses  on  the  way. 

There  will  be  no  necessity  for  any  company  here  from  the  departure 
of  the  Star  of  the  West  to  the  arrival  of  the  companies  of  the  Eighth 
Infantry  from  the  upper  posts  ;  therefore  I  add  my  company.  It  may 
be  necessary  that  an  officer  should  remain  to  answer  communications, 
&c.  I  can  stay.  The  company  had  better  go  with  Captain  Jordan  to 
Kew  York  Harbor,  where  I  have  no  doubt  the  second  lieutenant  is 
waiting  for  it ;  but  as  Lieutenant  Jones  is  here  there  may  be  no  neces- 
sity for  my  remaining,  as  there  will  be  no  other  arrival  of  troops  until 
the  last  come.  I  suppose  it  will  be  best  to  dispatch  the  Star  of  the 
West  with  the  troops  named  above.  I  await  your  answer  communicat- 
ing the  wishes  of  the  colonel.  I  repeat,  I  am  willing  to  remain  myself. 
My  company  going  will  make  so  much  more  room  in  the  last  transport. 
The  property  will  all  be  in  the  hired  house,  where  I,  Lieutenant  Jones, 
and  the  non-commissioned  officers  employed  by  him,  can  look  after  it. 
It  will  be  secure.  Captain  Granger  arrived  this  morning. 
Yery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

LAEKIN  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major ^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  April  22,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TowNS,JE>NT>,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Neiv  York : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, that  I  have  sent  messengers  to  the  Comanches,  informing 
them  of  my  willingness  to  meet  them  in  council  and  to  consider  terms 
of  peace. 

They  are  very  desirous  of  living  in  peace  with  the  people  of  this  Ter- 
ritory^, and  have  sent  in  many  messages  to  that  effect ;  and,  as  the  Texans 
are  now  said  to  be  treating  with  them,  I  have  thought  it  best  for  the  in- 
terests of  this  department  to  listen  to  their  propositions,  and  to  suspend, 
for  the  present,  operations  against  them. 

In  any  agreement  I  shall  make  with  these  savages  I  shall  stipulate 
for  the  exemption  of  the  people  of  Texas  from  their  incursions. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  extract  from  a  report  received  by  me  from  Lieu- 
tenant McRae,  of  the  Rifles,  on  this  subject.*  • 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  W.  LORING, 
•    Brevet  Colonel^  U,  S.  Army^  Commanding  Bepartment. 


Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  May  5,  1861. 

Capt.  R.  A.  Wainwrioht,  Ordnance  Bepartment,  Santa  Fe: 

Captain:  The  department  commander, not  being  able  to  meet  the 
Comanche  chiefs  in  council  on  the  12th  instant,  wishes  you  to  represent 
him  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 

*  Not  found. 
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You  will  please  explain  to  the  chiefs  that  he  regrets  his  inability  to 
confer  with  them  in  person,  but,  as  other  important  public  considera- 
tions detain  him  here,  he  sends  you  to  talk  to  them,  because  he  believes 
they  are  really  anxious  for  peace,  and  he  wishes  them  to  understand  as 
soon  as  possible  the  terms  upon  which  he  is  willing  to  suspend  active 
hostilities,  which  are  as  follows : 

I.  They  must  agree  to  discontinue  their  depredation  upon  the  property 
and  lives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of  this  Territory,  of  Kansas, 
of  Texas,  and  of  all  others  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government. 

II.  That  the  whole  nation  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  any 
of  its  members,  so  that  when  any  of  their  bad  young  men  steal  from  or 

.  molest  any  of  the  people,,  as  above  specified,  under  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  the  troops  will  be  again  sent  against  the  nation,  and  will 
attack  any  portion  of  it  wherever  found,  unless  they  promptly  make 
restitution  for  the  property  taken  or  destroyed  and  give  up  to  the  mili- 
tary authorities  the  marauders. 

III.  They  must  keep  away  from  the  vicinity  of  the  settlements  on  the 
Gallenos,  Pecos,  Eed  River,  and  all  other  settlements  of  this  Territory ; 
and  when  they  desire  to  trade  or  talk  with  the  authorities  they  must 
come  to  Fort  tlnion  for  the  purpose. 

ly.  They  must  be  made  to  understand  that  no  persons  whatever  are 
authorized  to  negotiate  with  them  about  peace  or  war  except  the  mili- 
tary commander  and  his  officers  or  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
and  his  agents,  and  that  if  they  listen  to  any  other  people,  or  act  upon 
what  they  tell  them,  they  will  get  into  trouble  by  it. 

Y.  They  must  be  particularly  enjoined  against  acting  in  a  troublesome 
or  threatening  manner  towards  the  United  States  mail  on  the  Independ- 
ence roads  and  all  passengers  or  trains  passing  and  repassing  over  those 
roads,  and  advised  that  it  will  be  prudent  for  them  to  keep  away  from 
those  roads  as  much  as  they  can. 

YI.  Explain  to  them  that  the  Great  Father  at  Washington  thinks  of 
establishing  a  military  post  on  the  Canadian  Eiver,  and  somewhere  in 
the  vicinity  of  where  you  are  to  hold  your  conference  with  them;  that 
he  has  not  yet  said  whether  it  must  be  established  there  or  not,  but  if 
he  says  so  it  wiU  be  done,  and  then  that  will  be  the  place  for  them  to 
come  to  trade  or  to  talk  with  the  military  authorities,  instead  of  Fort 
Union. 

YII.  If  they  seem  honestly  desirous  to  behave  peaceably  and  to  observe 
the  above  injunctions,  you  may  grant  them  an  armistice  for  ninety  days, 
to  enable  them  to  prove  by  their  acts  their  good  intentions,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  another  talk  will  be  held  with  them,  provided  they  have 
acted  in  good  faith,  and  peace  will  be  made  with  them. 

In  conducting  these  negotiations  the  department  commander  recom- 
mends to  you  to  confer  freely  with  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
who  proposes  to  be  present  and  will  be  associated  with  you  in  these 
negotiations.  And  he  also  recommends  to  your  respectful  consideration 
any  information  or  opinions,  as  to  the  temper  of  these  Indians  or  their 
relations  with  the  people  of  the  Territory,  which  may  be  offered  to  you 
by  Lieut.  A.  McRae,  of  the  Rifles,  whose  opportunities  for  observing  them 
have  been  very  good,  while  his  excellent  intelligence  and  judgment 
render  his  opinions  upon  all  subjects  valuable. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfuUv,  &c., 

DABNEY  B[.  MAURY, 

Assistant  Adjutant' Oener ah 
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Special,  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  ArmYj 

ISTo.  SQL  i  Wasliington,  If  ay  17,  1861. 

"fr  TT  TT  ^F  'fr  flP  t(F 

2.  The  Fifth  and  Seventh  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  two  companies  of 
the  Tenth  Infantry  now  in  Kew  Mexico,  and  two  companies  of  the  Tenth 
Infantry  at  Fort  Wise,  will  be  put  in  march  for  Fort  Leavenworth  via 
Forts  Wise  and  Larned,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable.  Brevet  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Oanby  will  accompany  the  battalion  of  the  Tenth  In- 
fantry. 

Colonel  Loring  will  station  the  regiment  of  riflemen  an&  four  compa- 
nies of  dragoons,  constituting  the  regular  force  to  remain  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  New  Mexico,  at  such  points  as  in  his  judgment  will  best  protect 
the  interests  of  the  tJnited  States.  He  will  also  assign  to  stations  any 
volunteers  who  may  be  mustered  into  service  and  reported  to  him,  under 
orders  to  be  given  by  the  War  Department. 


By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


E.  D.  TOWi^SEND, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kew  Mexico, 

Saiita  Fe,  May  19,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  ToWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  N'eiv  York  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  campaign  organized 
against  the  Mescalero  Apaches  by  instructions  from  these  headquarters 
of  March  1,  1861,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Crittenden,  was  promptly  and  energetically  conducted  by  that  officer, 
and  has  been  satisfactorily  concluded.  The  Mescaleros  have  sued  for 
peace,  seem  disposed  to  refrain  from  future  hostilities  against  the  settle- 
ments, and  I  have,  therefore,  suspended  the  further  operations  of  the 
expedition,  and  relieved  Colonel  Crittenden  from  its  command. 

On  the  13th  instant  a  council  was  held  with  the  Comanche  chiefs 
near  the  Pecos  River,  in  which  the  United  States  was  represented  by 
Capt.  R.  A.  Wain  Wright,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Corps,  and  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  as  commissioners,  while  six  of  the  prominent  chiefs  of 
the  Comanches,  including  their  head  chief,  represented  that  tribe.  It 
resulted  in  granting  an  armistice  of  ninety  days  to  the  Comanches,  at 
the  end  of  which  time,  if  they  conduct  themselves  peaceably,  another 
council  will  be  held  with  them  with  a  view  to  making  a  treaty  of  peace.  , 

There  seems  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  immediate  disorder  in  this 
Territory.    The  troops  are  subordinate  and  quiet,  and  if  I  can  procure  | 
their  payment  at  an  early  day  I  shall  feel  no -apprehension  of  trouble, 
with  them. 

The  people  of  the  Territory  continue  tranquil  enough.  There  ari 
rumors  of  proposed  political  movements,  but  I  do  not  anticipate  ani 
serious  outbreak  or  revolution. 

Notwithstanding  the  instructions  from  the  Paymaster-General  toj 
Major  Seward,  I  have  felt  compelled  to  send  him  up  to  pay  the  troops- 
at  Fort  Stanton. 


I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  May  19, 1861. 
Bvt.  Maj.  G.  R.  Paul, 

Seventh  Infantry^  Commanding  Fort  Fillmore : 

Major  :  The  department  commander  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his 
ax>probation  of  your  course  in  using  a  portion  of  your  forces  to  prevent 
violence  and  bloodshed  amongst  the  people  in  your  vicinity. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  application  from  the  people  of  Mesilla  and  from 
the  governor  of  this  Territory  to  the  department  commander,  request- 
ing that  troops  may  be  stationed  in  Mesilla  for  the  preservation  of  lives 
and  property  of  citizens  against  lawless  combinations  too  powerful  for 
the  civil  authorities  to  resist.* 

While  the  colonel  commanding  does  not  think  proper  to  order  you  to 
station  troops  in  Mesilla  unless  you  perceive  a  necessity  for  it,  he  wishes 
you  to  understand  that  he  intrusts  full  discretion  to  you  in  the  matter, 
and  that  he  wishes  you,  if  in  your  judgment  it  seems  necessary,  to  use 
any  portion  of  your  command  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  preventing 
violence  and  bloodshed  amongst  the  people. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


War  Department, 

Washington^  May  20, 1861. 
Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Interior : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  the  11th  instant,  calling  the  attention  of  this  Department  to 
the  condition  of  New  Mexico  and  the  danger  of  invasion  from  Texas. 
I  take  pleasure  in  saying  in  reply  that  the  attention  of  this  Department 
has  been  duly  given  to  that  subject,  and  that  measures  have  been  or 
will  be  taken  commensurate  with  its  importance. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  New  Mexico,  Northern  Dist., 

Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  June  10,  1861. 

Commanding  Officer,  Fort  Union  : 

Sir:  Information  from  private  sources  indicates  the  possibility  of 
demonstration  by  the  people  of  Texas  against  the  supply  trains  on  the 
route  to  this  country  from  the  Missouri  River,  and  the  lieutenant-colonel 
commanding  directs  that  the  movements  of  Compaoy  G,  Second  Dra- 
goons, as  directed  by  Special  Orders,  No.  38,  of  the  13th  instant,  be  sus- 
pended altogether,  and  that  the  Diounted  force  of  your  command  be  held 
in  readiness  for  any  movement  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  trains.  Instructions  in  detail  will  be  sent  to  you  in  a  day  or  two 
by  express. 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  &c., 

A.  L.  ANDERSON, 
Second  Lieut,  Fifth  Infantry,  Act.  Asst  Adjt  Gen. 

*  Applications  not  found. 
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•  Santa  Fi^,  K  Mbx.,  June  11,  1861. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  City  of  New  YorJc : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Loring,  of  the  Kegiment 
of  Mounted  Eiflemen,  in  anticipation  of  the  acceptance  of  his  resigna- 
tion, left  this  place  to-day,  after  placing  me  in  the  general  charge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  department  and  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  ISTorth- 
ern  District.  He  has  not  yet  formally  relinquished  the  command,  and 
will  await  at  Fort  Fillmore  the  action  of  the  President  upon  the  tender 
of  his  resignation. 

I  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  immediate  political  trouble  in  this 
department,  and  in  the  future  this  will  be  contingent  upon  the  action 
of  Missouri,  with  which  the  people  of  this  Territory  are  more  intimately 
connected  in  their  commercial  relations  and  associations  than  with 
Texas  or  the  neighboring  States  of  Mexico. 

The  disaffection  in  Arizona  is,  in  my  judgment,  confined  to  a  small 
portion  of  the  people  of  that  Territory,  and  the  disaffected  are  believed 
to  be  without  the  means  of  effecting  anything  against  the  Government, 
as  they  have  recently  and  repeatedly  applied  for  the  assistance  of  the 
troops  in  settling  their  local  difficulties.  A  demonstration  against 
Arizona  by  the  people  of  Texas  may  be  apprehended,  and,  although 
nothing  is  known  here  of  any  contemplated  movement  in  that  direction, 
I  will  take  measures  to  increase  materially  the  force  at  Fort  Fillmore 
by  transferring  a  portion  of  the  troops  from  the  interior  posts,  and,  if 
possible,  an  additional  mounted  force  from  the  upper  country. 

The  long-deferred  payment  of  the  troops  in  Arizona,  aided  by  the 
mischievous  efforts  of  some  individuals  in  that  country,  have  created 
some  dissatisfaction  among  the  troops  at  some  of  the  posts ;  but  this 
will  be  removed  at  an  early  period  by  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the 
arrearages  now  due.  The  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  paymasters  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  amount,  but  will  leave  from  four  to 
six  months  still  unpaid  at  the  posts  in  Arizona.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
sufficiency  of  funds  to  meet  these  arrearages  will  soon  be  received. 
Major  Eeynolds  will  pay  the  troops  at  Fort  Fillmore ;  Major  Seward 
those  at  Forts  McLane,  Breckinridge,  and  Buchanan ;  and  Captain  Wain- 
wright.  Ordnance  Department,  those  at  Fort  Fauntleroy. 

Major  Eeynolds,  I  think,  contemplates  resigning,  which  will  leave  but 
one  paymaster,  Major  Seward  (now  under  orders  for  Washington),  in 
the  department.  It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  two  or  three  ad- 
ditional paymasters  be  sent  out  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  think  it  proper  to  refer  to  the  disabled  condition  of  the  mounted 
companies  from  the  want  of  horses,  and  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment from  the  want  of  draught  animals.  The  past  two  years  have  been 
seasons  of  great  scarcity,  almost  famine,  throughout  the  whole  of  IvTew 
Mexico.  The  scarcity  of  water,  grass,  and  forage,  and  constant  hard 
service  have  destroyed  a  large  proportion  of  the  animals  in  the  service 
of  the  Government.  The  same  causes  have  operated  to  reduce  the 
number  in  the  possession  of  private  individuals,  so  that  the  supply 
necessary  to  x>lace  the  troops  in  this  department  in  an  effective  condi-« 
tion  cannot  be  procured  here,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
estimates  heretofore  made  for  remounts  and  for  draught  animals  may 
be  filled  from  the  East. 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  E.  S.  CAJSTBY, 
Major ^  Tenth  Infantry ^  and  Bvt  Lt.  Col.^  Gomdg. 
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IS'ew  Orleans,  La.,  February  19,  1861. 
Hon.  John  Perkins,  Jr.,  Montgomery^  Ala.  ; 

Dear  Sir  :  Availing  myself  of  your  suggestion,  I  will  trouble  you 
with  a  few  lines  on  a  subject  I  consider  important  to  our  President.  I 
have  a  confidential  communication  this  morning  from  an  old  classmate 
in  Texas,  the  commander  of  a  fine  battery  of  light  artillery,  in  high  con- 
dition. He  is  very  anxious  about  his  status;  says  he  can  and  will  bring 
over  his  whole  command  if  it  will  be  received.  A  large  portion  of  the 
troops  in  Texas,  he  thinks,  can  be  relied  on  in  the  same  way ;  but  their 
great  fear  is  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Texas  to  disarm  them.  Wound 
a  soldier's  honor  in  this  way,  and  he  will  fight  for  it  against  his  friends. 
Might  they  not  be  invited  into  our  service?  They  consider  their  alle- 
giance as  gone,  their  obligations  no  longer  binding. 

We  are  getting  on  well  in  our  organization,  and  strengthening  our 
defenses  rapidly  j  still  we  are  not  in  condition  for  a  war ;  but  neither  are 
our  enemies.  A  number  of  young  officers  of  the  Eegular  Army  are 
coming  in,  and  our  prudent  governor  is  appointing  them  in  preference. 
To  get  clear  of  bad  subjects,  who  come  well  recommended,  he  allows 
me  to  bring  them  before  a  military  board  to  be  examined.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  subject  must  excuse  this  hasty  note,  just  as  I  am  leaving  to 
see  the  governor  at  Baton  Eouge. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

BRAXTOK  BRAGa. 


War  Department, 
Montgomery^  February  23,  1861. 

To  the  Delegates /rom  Texas  to  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Gentlemen  :  In  response  to  the  communication  submitted  by  you  to 
the  President  in  relation  to  the  military  complications  in  your  State, 
he  has  instructed  me  to  say  that  he  appreciates  the  embarrassments  of 
your  position,  and  in  his  anxiety  to  remove  them  is  disposed  to  assume 
every  responsibility  compatible  with  the  relations  of  this  Government 
to  the  State  of  Texas ;  but,  as  you  are  aware,  this  Government  has  no 
official  notification  of  the  secession  of  your  State  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  until  this  occurs,  however  hopeful  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  of  the  result  of  the  reference  of  the  action  of  your  Conven- 
tion to  the  popular  vote,  you  will  readily  perceive  that  this  Government 
could  not  assume  formal  jurisdiction  over  the  questions  submitted  by 
you.  The  President,  however,  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  considers  it 
due  to  international  courtesy  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States,  Texas  included,  after  her  withdrawal  from  the  United  States, 
should  accord  to  the  troops  belonging  to  that  Government  a  reasonable 
time  within  which  to  depart  from  her  territory.  The  probability  is  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  inclined  to  keep 
these  troops  within  your  territory  after  the  secession  of  your  State. 
Should  it  be  otherwise,  the  President  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all 
the  powers  of  this  Government  shall  be  promptly  employed  to  expel 
them. 

Meantime  it  is  considered  by  the  President,  under  the  circumstances, 
that  it  would  be  proper  in  the  authorities  of  Texas  to  suspend  any  attack 
upon  the  forts,  arsenals,  or  other  military  occupations  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  within  her  territory,  as  this  Government  is 
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charged  with  the  power  to  negotiate  and  to  conduct  all  military  opera- 
tions. It  may  be  proper  to  add  that,  deeming  it  probable  a  portion  of 
the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  now 
stationed  in  Texas  may,  after  the  secession  of  your  State,  consider  their 
allegiance  due  rather  to  this  Government  than  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  under  the  influence  of  this  sentiment  may  feel  inclined 
to  acknowledge  that  allegiance  by  reporting  themselves  here,  I  do  not 
doubt  the  disposition  of  this  Government  to  receive  them  favorably. 
The  special  facts,  however  suggestive  of  this  belief,  are  better  known 
to  yourselves  than  to  this  Department,  and  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  com- 
municate them  to  the  authorities  of  your  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALEnER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


New  Orleans,  February  25, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jeff.  Davis  : 

We  have  reliable  information  that  the  United  States  troops  from  Texas 
are  to  pass  through  this  city.  Shall  they  be  allowed  to  land?  A  large 
number  of  the  officers  nnd  men  can  probably  be  secured  for  your  serv- 
ice. Please  advise  me  on  the  subject.  General  Twiggs  was  ordered 
to  turn  over  the  command  to  Colonel  Waite,  a  Northern  man,  but  pre- 


ferred surrendering  to  Texas. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Major- Generalj  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Montgomery^  February  25,  1861. 

Braxton  Bragg,  Major-General^  Commanding^  Neiv  Orleans: 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  this  date  to  the  President  has  been  received, 
and  in  reply  he  instructs  me  to  say  that  the  question  submitted  for 
consideration  is  not  altogether  free  from  difficulty.  The  circumstances 
of  the  case  are  peculiar  and  exceptional,  and  must  be  disposed  of  in  a 
spirit  of  liberal  courtesy.  It  seems,  therefore,  to  the  President,  if  there 
was  a  formal  capitulation  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  or  an 
informal  understanding  with  the  authorities  of  Texas  upon  which  they 
acted  either  in  the  surrender  or  abandonment  of  the  forts,  that  they 
should  have  peaceful  exit  through  the  territories  of  the  Government. 
This  understanding  should  be  carried  out  in  good  faith,  upon  their  verbal 
assurance  that  their  sole  object  is  to  reach  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  to  disturb  the  property  or  peace  of  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Government  through  which  they  may  pasSj  or  to  possess  or  occupy 
any  of  the  forts,  arsenals,  or  other  property  of  this  Government  within 
these  States.  Should  this  assurance  be  refused,  it  will  be  your  duty  to 
arrest  their  progress,  and  keep  them  below  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint 
Philip  until  further  ordered. 

The  President  instructs  me  to  add  that  he  has  entire  confidence  in 
your  discretion  and  prudence,  and  feels  satisfied  that  whilst  you  scru- 
pulously guard  the  honor  and  rights  of  this  Government,  you  will  do  no 
act  unnecessarily  to  precipitate  a  war.  Should  any  of  the  officers  or 
men  desire  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  this  Government,  it  would  be 
proper  and  right,  and  altogether  acceptable,  to  receive  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b©,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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San  Antonio,  Tex.,  February  25, 1861. 
Hon.  John  H.  Eeagan: 

Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  find  the  order  of  General  Twiggs.*  I 
send  it  that  you  may  see  what  sort  of  spirit  prevails  in  the  Army  here, 
from  General  Twiggs  dowu,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  They  will  do 
nothing  to  benefit  the  South.  This  order  itself  is  an  insult  to  the  com- 
missioners and  the  people  of  the  State  5  besides,  is  calculated  to  make  a 
wrong  impression,  and  mislead  everybody  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  between  the  commissioners  and  General  Twiggs,  which  are, 
they  are  simply  allowed  to  leave  the  State  by  way  of  the  coast,  with 
their  arms,  two  batteries  of  light  artillery  being  taken  as  the  arms  be- 
longing to  that  branch  of  the  service.  Many  of  the  officers,  who  are 
Southern  men,  say  they  will  not  serve  Mr.  Lincoln,  yet  they  will  neither 
resign  nor  do  anything  else  to  assist  the  section  that  gave  them  birth. 
I  hope  the  Southern  Confederacy  will  aid  them  as  little  in  future  as 
they  are  helping  her  now.  What  good  will  their  resignations  do  the  South 
after  they  have  kept  their  commands  embodied  and  turn  them  o^er 
with  arms  in  their  hands  to  Lincoln,  to  be  placed  in  some  Southern  gar- 
rison on -our  coast,  or  otherwise  used  to  coerce  the  Southern  people? 
This  force  ought  to  be  disorganized  before  it  leaves  this  State.  If  the 
Southern  Confederacy  intends  raising  a  regular  army,  these  men  ought 
to  be  enlisted  into  her  service  at  once.  Let  recruiting  officers  be  sent 
forthwith  to  this  place,  Indianola,  and  Brownsville,  or  the  mouth  of  the 
Eio  Grande,  with  the  necessary  funds  to  pay  the  proper  bounty,  and 
you  may  depend  upon  it  Mr.  Lincoln  will  never  get  many  of  them  to  leave 
this  State.  I  shall  urge  the  Convention  to  take  prompt  action  to  defend 
our  frontiers.  Some  of  the  cavalry  regiments  would  do  for  that  service; 
the  infantry  would  do  for  those  passes  on  the  Eio  Grande;  yet  such 
men  don't  wish  to  go  into  service  unless  it  was  permanently.  This  the 
State  cannot  offer.  One  year,  if  not  sooner  discharged,  is  the  terms  she 
will  offer.  It  suits  volunteers.  The  arms  we  get  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment are  not  such  as  will  be  of  much  use  to  the  State,  particularly 
in  defending  her  frontiers.  We  ought  to  purchase  some  for  that  par- 
ticular service.  The  Colt  pistol  and  the  Morse  altered  gun  are  the  best, 
if  we  can  get  them.  I  propose,  if  Virginia  secedes,  to  go  at  once  to  her 
and  get,  if  possible,  those  Morse  guns  that  are  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
get  them  here  in  time  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  men  who  have  to 
march  against  the  Indians. 

If  you  think  worth  while,  show  this  letter  to  the  other  delegates.  I 
wrote  Colonel  Wigfall  yesterday.  Sergeant  Spangler  will  make  an  ex- 
cellent recruiting  officer  for  Indianola.  He  is  in  the  Second  Cavalry, 
aijd  wishes  to  remain  in  the  State.  Money  must  be  had  to  effect  much 
with  these  men. 

Tours,  truly, 

BEK  MCCULLOCH. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomeryj  March  4, 1861. 
Maj.  Ben.  McOullooh,  Texas: 

Major  :  The  secession  of  Texas  from  the  United  States,  and  the  con- 
sequeDt  withdrawal  of  the  troops  of  that  Government,  leaves  the  frontier 
of  your  State  exposed  to  Indian  depredations. 

*No  inclosure  fouad.    Reference  is  probably  to  Special  Orders,  No.  25,  February  14, 

1861,  p.  589. 

39  R  R 
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In  advance  of  the  organization  of  the  regular  army,  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederate  States  have  passed  an  act  ^' to  raise  provisional  forces," 
and  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  detailed  explanation  of  its  provisions 
I  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  act. 

The  regular  army  bill  has  been  introduced  into  Congress,  but  will 
not  pass  for  some  days  to  come.  But  even  if  it  were  now  the  law,  the 
process  of  enlistment,  as  you  are  aware,  is  never  rapid,  and  the  neces- 
sities of  your  defenseless  frontier  demand  instant  action. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  President,  I 
have  determined  to  request  you  to  raise,  without  delay,  a  regiment  of 
mounted  riflemen,  to  be  organized  and  received  into  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid ;  the  regi- 
ment to  consist  of  ten  companies,  and  each  company  to  be  composed  of 
not  less  than  sixty  nor  more  than  eighty  Dien. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  C.  L.  Sayre,  acting  as- 
sistant adjutant-general,  who  will  muster  the  regiment  into  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States  according  to  the  terms  of  their  enlistment. 

You  will  report  to  this  Department.  In  the  event  it  should  not  be 
agreeable  to  you  to  undertake  the  duties  of  the  position  hereby  tendered, 
you  are  authorized  and  requested  to  designate  some  suitable  person  for 
that  duty,  and  transfer  this  communication  and  accompanying  act  to 
him  for  his  guidance,  and  report  the  fact  to  this  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Executive  Office, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  March  6,  1861. 
Messrs.  Maverick,  Luckett,  and  Deyine, 

Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 

Fublic  Safety  of  the  State  of  Texas  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  have,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  authorities 
of  your  State,  authorized  Maj.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  Louisiana  Army, 
to  extend  every  facility  and  courtesy,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  our 
State,  to  the  United  State  troops  in  transit  through  Louisiana,  by  way 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  to  you  that  Major- 
General  Twiggs,  late  commanding  the  DeiDartment  of  Texas,  was  re- 
cently welcomed  to  Kew  Orleans  with  civic  and  military  honors  worthy 
of  his  bravery,  his  talents,  and  his  long  and  very  distinguished  services. 
I  remain,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  O.  MOORE, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 


Galveston,  March  8,  186ir 

Hon.  W.  H.  Ochiltree: 

Dear  Sir:  I  deem  it  my  duty,  placed  as  I  am  by  the  Convention 
commandant  of  Galveston,  to  call  to  your  attention  the  situation  of  the 
port.  Should  it  become  necessary  to  make  a  defense  here  we  will  find 
ourselves  poorly  prepared.  We  now  have  six  24-pounders,  two  siege 
and  four  battery  guns,  two  howitzers,  and  two  mortars,  and  about  three 
hundred  ball  and  shell,  which  were  brought  from  Brazos  Santiago.  We 
may  receive  more  of  the  same  kind  fi?om  there. 
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ISTature  has  given  us  very  good  defenses  in  our  sand  banks,  but  it  is 
important  we  should  have  heavier  guns,  say  68-pounders.  One  of  the 
committee  of  the  Convention  (General  Eogers)  went  to  Louisiana  to 
procure  guns,  but  obtained  none  but  one  thousand  stand  of  muskets, 
which  had  been  altered  from  flint  to  percussion  Jocks,  and  are  of  but 
little  use ;  in  fact,  they  are  not  safe.  Small-arms,  however,  may  be  pro- 
cured at  San  Antonio.  I  have  written  to  the  Convention  on  the  subject. 
I  am  preparing  to  place  in  battery  on  the  beach  what  guns  we  have, 
but  they  will  be  of  little  use  against  heavy  metal. 

Another  subject  I  would  call  to  your  attention.  I  learned  last  even- 
ing that  our  Convention  had  passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  all 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Federal  Government  coming  to  our  ports  to 
convey  away  troops  should  not  be  molested.  Of  course  they  passed 
this  resolution  previous  to  receiving  Mr.  Lincoln's  inaugural. 

The  question  now  to  consider  is,  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
allow  these  troops,  fully  armed  and  equipped  as  they  are,  to  go  to  any 
post  they  may  think  proper  held  by  the  Federal  troops,  or  shall  they  be 
required  to  go  direct  to  New  Orleans '? 

Allow  me  also  to  call  your  attention  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  late  of  the 
United  States  Engineer  Corps.  He  has  resigned  his  commission,  and 
now  offers  his  services  to  the  State  or  Confederacy.  He  has  served 
upwards  of  ten  years  as  lieutenant,  and  in  1862,  by  the  Army  Eegula- 
tions,  he  will  be  entitled  to  a  captaincy.  He  is  now  aiding  me  in  super- 
intending the  placing  of  our  battery. 

In  great  haste,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  SHERMAlSr, 
Commandant  of  Galveston, 


Department  of  State, 

Austin^  Tex.y  March  13, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  Pope  Walker  : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  March  2d  [1st]  has  been  received  by  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Houston,  and  I  am  instructed  to  reply.* 

The  people  of  Texas,  by  their  vote  on  the  23d  ultimo,  having  severed 
their  connection  with  the  United  States,  Texas,  on  the  2d  day  of  March, 
the  present  month,  assumed  once  again  the  position  of  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State.  No  act  of  the  people  since  that  period,  and  cer- 
tainly none  anterior  to  it,  has  warranted  the  construction  that  Texas  is 
other  than  independent.  Your  letter  of  March  2,  however,  informs  his 
excellency  that  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  "  assumes  control 
of  all  military  operations  in  this  State."  The  inference,  therefore,  is 
that  Texas  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  as  such 
subject  to  the  Provisional  Government  established  for  the  same. 

While  Texas  has  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  people  determined 
to  resume  once  again  the  nationality  with  which  she  parted  on  becoming 
annexed  to  the  Federal  Union,  her  position  before  the  world,  and 
especially  in  relation  to  the  Confederate  States,  seems  to  be  misunder- 
stood. This  may  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  Convention  which  assembled 
in  Austin  on  the  28th  day  of  January  last,  and  has  since  reassembled, 
elected  seven  delegates  to  the  Convention  of  seceding  States  at  Mont- 

*  Reference  is  to  a  circular  informiug  the  governors  of  the  several  States  that, 
under  an  act  to  raise  Provisional  Forces,  &c.,  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
''assumes  control  of  all  military  operations  in  your  State  having  reference  to,  or  con- 
nected with,  questions  between  your  State  and  powers  foreign  to  it,"  &c.  The  cir- 
cular and  law  referred  to  will  appear  in  Vol.  I,  4th  Series. 
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gomery,  who,  on  the  2(i  of  March,  as  his  excellency  has  been  un- 
officially informed,  took  their  seats  in  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
States,  by  virtue  of  which  Texas  was  declared  one  of  the  Confederate 
States.  Leaving  out  of  question  the  fact  that  on  the  2d  of  March  the 
said  delegates  had  no  information  as  to  the  withdrawal  of  Texas  from 
the  Federal  Union,  there  is  no  evidence  that  they  had  received  any 
warrant  fi?om  the  people  of  Texas  for  the  act.  The  Convention  which 
elected  them  as  delegates  represented  but  a  minority  of  the  people  of 
Texas.  The  legislature  delegated  to  it  the  power  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion of  secession  to  a  vote  of  the  people.  ISTeither  by  the  terms  of  the 
call  under  which  the  delegates  were  elected,  the  vote  they  received, 
nor  the  act  of  the  legislature  recognizing  them  to  perform  the  function 
assigned,  were  they  empowered  to  elect  delegates  to  aid  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  provisional  government  with  other  States,  who,  after  creating 
the  same,  should  constitute  themselves  members  of  Congress. 

The  object  of  the  Convention  was  declared  to  be  to  provide  the  mode 
by  which  the  people  of  Texas  should  reassume  their  complete  sover- 
eignty. Yet,  judging  from  the  tenor  of  your  communication,  Texas 
was  on  the  day  provided  for  declaring  her  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  before  any  considerable  portion  of  her  people  knew  the  re- 
.  suit  of  the  vote,  again  deprived  of  her  sovereignty,  and,  instead  of  an 
independent  nation,  became  one  of  the  Confederate  States,  subject  to  a 
government  which  her  people  had  no  share  in  making,  and  a  constitu- 
tion which  but  few  of  them  had  ever  seen. 

Admitting  even  that  the  Convention  had  power  to  elect  delegates  and 
members  of  Congress  to  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  the  facts  show  that  even  in  its  estimation  the  delegates 
elected  were  not  empowered  to  annex  Texas  to  said  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment on  the  2d  day  of  March,  and  that,  until  official  information  is 
received  that  Texas  has  been  admitted  as  one  of  the  Confederate  States, 
Texas  maintains  the  independent  position  resulting  from  the  vote  of 
her  people  on  the  23d  of  February.  The  Convention  itself  did  not,  until 
the  5th  day  of  March,  pass  an  ordinance  ratifying  the  constitution  of 
the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  and  instructing 
its  delegates  to  apply  for  the  admission  of  Texas.  There  can  be  no 
other  conclusion,  therefore,  than  that,  at  the  time  your  communication 
was  addressed  to  his  excellency,  Texas  was  not,  even  in  the  estimation 
of  the  Convention,  one  of  the  Confederate  States,  and,  therefore,  not  sub- 
ject to  the  Provisional  Government  or  in  any  way  under  the  "  control "  of 
its  President.  Until,  therefore,  his  excellency  is  informed  from  some 
official  source  that  the  people  of  Texas  have  parted  with  their  sover- 
eignty and  become  a  part  of  the  Government  on  whose  part  you  write, 
I  am  instructed  to  say  he  cannot  recognize  any  obligation  to  the  same. 
The  people  alone  have  the  right  to  say  what  form  of  government  they 
will  have;  and  while  his  excellency  fully  appreciates  the  fact  that  your 
communication  has  been  addressed  him  with  a  conviction  arising  from 
the  presence  of  delegates  from  Texas  in  the  councils  of  the  Provisional 
Government  that  the  people  have  acted,  but  frankly  assures  you  that 
such,  in  his  opinion,  is  not  the  case. 

It  also  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency  has  noti- 
fied the  Convention,  whose  delegates  are  accredited  to  Montgomery, 
that  he  does  not  recognize  it  as  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Texas, 
its  powers  having  terminated  with  the  reference  of  the  question  of 
secession  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  Texas.  Since  the  submission  of 
the  ordinance  he  has  had  no  correspondence  with  the  Convention  other 
than  to  deny  their  authority. 
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His  excellency  had  no  intimation  of  the  proposed  operations  against 
the  forts  and  arsenals  upon  the  frontier  until  after  they  had  been  taken 
in  possession  by  the  Convention.  I  feel  at  liberty  to  say,  however, 
that  none  of  the  arms,  munitions  of  war,  forts,  &c.,  lately  held  by  the 
United  States  in  Texas  have  come  into  the  possession  of  his  excellency 
or  officers  acting  under  him,  except  the  post  at  Camp  Cooper,  which 
was  taken  possession  of  by  Col.  W.  C.  Dalrymple,  of  the  State  troops. 
The  United  States  cavalry,  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  number, 
were  allowed  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  San  Antonio,  where  all 
the  public  property,  arms,  &c.,  excepting  side-arms  of  officers,  are  to 
be  dehvered  to  competent  State  authority.  His  excellency  is  informed 
that  a  number  of  the  other  military  posts,  with  the  public  property 
thereto  belonging,  have  fallen  into  the  possession  of  agents  of  the  Con- 
vention, who  have  acted  without  his  knowledge  or  sanction,  and  still 
hold  the  same  independent  of  his  authority.  He  has  learned  that  by 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  made  the  troops  are  permitted  to  carry  off 
their  arms  and  artillery  companies  their  field  batteries. 

The  public  property  lately  belonging  to  the  United  States  being 
nearly  all  in  the  possession  of  the  Convention,  the  information  you 
desire  can  be  obtained  at  its  hands.  I  will  also  state  that  an  ordinance 
was  passed  by  that  body  on  the  9th  instant  declaring  the  title  to  all 
such  property  vested  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

I  take  pleasure  in  assuring  you,  on  the  part  of  his  excellency,  that 
nothing  but  a  sense  of  the  obligation  he  owes  to  the  people  and  a  desire 
to  maintain  their  rights  and  interests  leads  him  to  the  course  indicated 
in  this  communication.  The  States  which  have  formed  the  Provisional 
Government  have  his  ardent  wishes  for  their  welfare  and  prosperity. 
The  people  of  Texas  are  now  bound  to  them  in  feeling  and  sympathy 
no  less  closely  than  when  members  of  a  common  Union.  Like  cir- 
cumstances induced  withdrawal  from  the  Union.  Like  peril  and  un- 
certainty are  before  them.  IsTo  matter  what  the  position  of  Texas  may 
be,  she  cannot  but  feel  that  ties  of  no  common  nature  bind  her  to  those 
States.  But  however  close  those  ties  may  be  In  feeling,  there  are 
requirements  due  the  national  pride  and  dignity  of  a  people  who  have 
just  resumed  their  nationahty  which  do  not  sanction  the  course  pursued 
in  annexing  them  to  a  new  government  without  their  knowledge  or 
consent. 

His  excellency  desires  me  to  tender  you  the  assurances- of  his  esteem 
and  consideration. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  CAYE, 
Secretary  of  State, 


Montgomery,  March  16, 1861. 
Col.  Earl  Yan  Dorn,  Jackson,  Miss,  : 

Appointed  colonel.  You  were  ordered  yesterday  to  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip.  Would  prefer  your  going  to  Texas  and  securing  the 
United  States  troops  for  our  Army.  Immediate  action  necessary.  An- 
swer. 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  March  21,  1861. 
Henry  P.  Brewster: 

Sir  :  You  are  directed  to  proceed  to  the  State  of  Texas  and  ascertain 
from  the  proper  authorities  of  tliat  State  what  portion  of  the  property, 
arms,  and  munitions  of  war  appertaining  to  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  recently  stationed  in  that  State,  they  may  be  desirous  to  turn 
over  to  this  Government  and  make  chargeable  to  it.  Being  advised 
upon  this  point,  you  will  at  once  receive  into  your  possession  all  such 
property,  arms,  &c.,  and  execute  to  such  persons  as  the  State  may  desig- 
nate a  receipt  for  the  same ;  the  value  of  such  property  to  be  hereafter 
determined  between  the  State  of  Texas  and  this  Government,  or  this 
Government  and  that  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be. 

You  will  from  time  to  time,  as  such  property,  arms,  &c.,  may  be 
turned  over,  make  report  to  this  Department  of  the  character,  quality, 
and  condition  of  the  same,  and  the  disposition  made  thereof  under  the 
directions  herein  given,  with  such  recommendations  and  suggestions  in 
reference  to  the  same  as  may  occur  to  you.  You  will  provide  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  such  property,  arms,  &c.,  either  at  the  places  where 
they  may  be  delivered,  or  have  them  transported  to  places  where  this 
can  be  provided  with  greater  economy  and  safety,  or  to  such  points  as 
may  hereafter  be  designated  by  this  Department.  You  are  authorized 
to  make  contracts  for  the  transportation  contemplated  in  these  instruc- 
tions, and  also  for  the  safe-keeping  of  said  property,  arms,  &c.  Such 
of  the  property  turned  over,  strictly  perishable  in  its  nature,  as  may 
have  been  condemned,  or  as  may  be,  or  be  considered  to  be,  unfit  for 
use,  or  as  may  be  liable  to  deterioration  before  it  can  be  applied  to  use, 
may  be  disposed  of  as  you  deem  best,  provided  that  the  authorities  of 
Texas  shall  agree  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  sale,  should  a  sale  be  made, 
and  to  discharge  this  Government  from  liabilitj^  for  the  same  beyond 
the  amount  for  which  it  may  be  sold ;  but  you  are  required  at  once  to 
report  to  this  Department  the  fact  of  any  such  disposition,  of  property, 
with  the  reasons  which  induced  it.  You  are  authorized  to  employ  such 
clerical  assistance  as  you  may  require  in  making  the  returns  contem- 
plated herein,  paying  therefor  a  reasonable  compensation. 

After  you  shall  have  determined  your  route  in  visiting  the  several 
forts  and  depots,  you  will  report  such  route  to  this  Department,  indi- 
cating at  the  same  time  the  most  convenient  channel  for  communicating 
with  you,  as  it  may  become  necessary,  from  time  to  time. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Indianola,  Tex.,  March  26,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place,  and  to  inform 
you  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  are  yet  in  camp  at  Green  Lake, 
about  twenty  miles  from  the  coast,  awaiting  transports  to  remove  them. 
They  are  ignorant  yet  of  their  destination.  I  have  seen  but  two  of  the 
officers,  Maj.  E.  K.  Smith  and  Lieut.  Thornton  Washington.  The 
former  has  resigned,  and  is  on  his  way  to  Montgomery  to  oft'er  his  serv- 
ices to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Major  Smith  has  always  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Army  as  one  of  its  leading  spirits,  and  his  career  in 
Mexico  and  subsequently  won  for  him  from  the  Government  during  the 
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administration  of  President  Pierce,  and  when  General  Davis  was  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  high  appointment  in  the  Second  Eegiment  of  Cavalry. 
He  is  so  well  known  to  the  President,  however,  that  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  say  anything  to  call  his  attention  to  his  merits  as  an  officer. 
If  I  have  been  appointed  colonel  of  Cavalry,  as  I  have  heard,  it  would 
be  very  gratifying  to  me  to  have  him  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  in  my 
regiment. 

Lieut.  T.  Washington  has  tendered  his  resignation,  and  has  written 
to  you  by  Major  Smith,  offering  his  services  to  the  Southern  Army.  He 
was  aide-de-camp  to  General  Twiggs  until  the  general  left  Texas,  and 
was  the  adjutant  of  his  regiment.  He  was  also  for  a  while  the  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general  at  department  headquarters.  These  positions, 
assigned  him  by  his  superior  officers  will  speak  more  in  his  behalf  than 
anything  I  can  say.  He  desires  an  appointment  in  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  or  Adjutant- GeneraPs  Department.  He  is  well  qualified  to 
fill  either  station.    , 

I  think  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  securing  many  of  the  troops  and 
olQcers.  I  leave  in  a  few  minutes  for  the  Green  Lake  camp.  The 
Army,  I  am  told  by  Major  Smith,  is  strongly  for  the  South,  and  he  has 
no  doubt  but  that  the  troops  would  all  like  to  go  with  us  if  they  had 
the  opportunity. 

Yerv  respectfully,  sir,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

EAEL  VAN  DOEN, 

Colonel,  0.  S.  Army. 


Austin,  Tex.,  March  26, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis,  President,  &c.  : 

Sir:  On  yesterday  the  Convention  adjourned.  On  Saturday  last,  23d 
instant,  the  ordinance  of  ratification  was  passed — made  a  finality,  with 
but  one  dissenting  vote. 

1  would  draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  state  of  the  former 
U.  S.  Army  within  this  State.  An  impression  had  grown  up  before  my 
arrival  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Army  was  not  desired  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States,  and  nothing  has  been  done  to  obtain 
their  services  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States.  1  am  satisfied 
from  authentic  sources  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Second  Cavalry  could 
be  obtained  if  the  proper  officer  was  here.  You  are  aware,  and  certainly 
much  better  informed  than  I  am,  of  the  effect  of  discipline  and  the  esprit 
de  corps  that  exists  even  among  the  privates  of  any  regular  army.  In 
addition  to  that,  I  am  sure  that  our  State  service  can  afford  no  induce- 
ments, not  only  on  account  of  the  want  of  permanency,  but  really  the 
want  of  respect  and  antagonism  they  feel  to  militia,  volunteers,  and  un- 
educated officers.  In  addition,  they  feel  some  mortification  as  to  their 
capitulation  and  the  terms  by  which  they  feel  they  are  expelled  by  State 
force  from  our  territory. 

I  feel  satisfied  if  Colonel  Van  Dorn  was  here  holding  the  command, 
even  though  the  necessities  or  requirements  of  the  service  might  demand 
his  removal  within  a  short  period,  he  could  obtain  the  best  men  in  the 
United  States  service.  I  woul4  earnestly  urge  his  being  sent  here  im- 
mediately. They  are  now  collecting  in  large  numbers,  and  recruiting 
depots  established  at  convenient  points,  each  recruiting  officer  being  of 
the  former  U.  S.  Army,  and  when  obtainable  attached  to  the  Second 
Cavalry.  Besides  obtaining  the  flower  of  the  old  Army  and  weakening 
the  power  of  our  enemies,  we  save  an  enormous  expense,  and  obtain  the 
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best  body  of  troops  for  our  service.  I  liope  this  will  have  your  most 
favorable  consideration.  In  addition,  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  arms, 
ammunition,  transportation,  horses,  mules,  &c.,  that  require  immediate 
attention. 

I  will  further  state  that  Maj.  G.  Tom  Howard  will  furnish  subsistence 
upon  your  desire  for  the  horses  and  men  until  a  definite  contract  can  be 
made. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  application  of  George  Fairfax 
Gray,  who  has  been  our  State  engineer  since  he  resigned  his  commis- 
sion in  the  U.  S.  Kavy.  His  abilities,  scientific  attainments,  and  great 
experience  in  the  management  of  heavy  ordnance  would  commend  him 
to  your  consideration  with  great  force  for  immediate  service. 

Our  State  is  gliding  on  quietly  under  the  administration  of  Governor 
Clark.    General  Houston,  since  he  was  deposed,  has  sunk  quietly  be- 
neath the  waters  and  left  not  a  ripple  upon  the  surface. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

T.  N.  WAUL. 


Q.  M.  General's  Office  of  the  State  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  Tex.,  March  28,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War,  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Sir  :  As  one  of  the  commissioners  for  securing  the  property  of  the 
late  U.  S.  Government,  and  also  as  quartermaster  and  commissary 
general  of  the  State,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  infor- 
mally with  reference  to  the  property,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  esti- 
mates for  the  two  regiments  which  are  being  called  into  service  in  this 
State.  Inclosed  you  will  find  an  enumeration  of  the  most  important 
items  taken  from  the  late  Government.* 

I.  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  this  property  should 
be  turned  over  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  at  as  early 
a  date  as  possible.  I  have  just  seen  Hon.  Thomas  J.  Devine,  commis- 
sioner and  prominent  member  of  the  Convention,  who  informs  me  that 
the  Convention  would  have  turned  over  the  property  to  the  Government 
had  they  not  been  so  pressed  for  time.  The  Convention  has  adjourned. 
The  legislature  is  in  session,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  would  act 
promptly  upon  suggestions  of  President  Davis  in  reference  to  this 
matter. 

It  is  essentially  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  commanding  officer 
in  this  department  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  Colonel  Maclin 
(formerly  a  paymaster,  U.  S.  service,  and  now  adjutant  and  inspector 
general  and  chief  of  ordnance  of  the  State)  has  been  performing  the 
duties  of  commanding  officer  here.  In  a  few  days  the  companies  which 
are  to  form  the  regiments  authorized  by  the  State  and  Confederate 
States  will  be  concentrating  here.  You  will,  therefore,  see  the  necessity 
of  having  a  commanding  officer  here  to  organize  and  station  the  two 
regiments. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  a  rough  estimate  to  enable  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  to  supply  the  two  regiments  for  three  months.  I  have 
taken  Fort  Lancaster  as  a  mean  distance  of  the  various  posts  formerly 
occupied  by  IJ.  S.  troops,  and  made  my  estimates  for  that  distance. 
The  estimates  would  be  much  less  for  the  next  three  months. 

Owing  to  the  immense  amount  of  transportation  taken  to  remove  the 

*  Not  found. 
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Federal  troops,  and  the  scarcity  of  grass,  the  mules  have  been  greatly 
reduced.  It  will  require  the  greatest  care  to  have  them  in  condition  to 
place  the  two  regiments  at  their  various  posts.  I  will  remark  that  the 
State  has  never  furnished  one  dollar  to  carry  on  the  expenses  of  this 
whole  business.  I  seized  some  thirty  thousand  dollars  belonging  to  the 
Pay  Department.  There  were  debts  due  from  this  money,  amounting  to 
about  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  I  will  have  on  hand  about  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  at  the  end  of  this  month,  after  paying  the  above  debts  and 
the  necessary  expenses. 

I  will  remark  that,  by  contracting  for  the  transportation  of  supplies 
at  the  present  contract  prices,  we  can  reduce  transportation  expenses  for 
two  regiments  at  least  thirty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Such  was 
the  estimate  of  Captain  McLean,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  quartermaster 
at  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  N.  LUOKETT, 
Quartermaster  and  Commissary  General^  Texas. 


SA1.URIA5  March  30, 1861. 
J.  H.  Eeagan,  Postmaster- General^  G.  S,: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  returned  here  late  yesterday  evening  from  Powderhorn. 
Colonel  Van  Dorn  has  not  succeeded  in  engaging  many  of  the  officers 
or  soldiers  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States. 

There  are  some  five  hundred  soldiers  assembled  here,  and  two  men- 
of-war  and  five  sea-steamer  transport  vessels  lying  outside  our  bar  to 
receive  the  troops  here  and  as  they  arrive,  and  the  Fashion  is  chartered 
by  Captain  King  to  remain  here  and  lighter  the  men  to  the  sea  vessels. 
I  very  much  fear  the  plan  of  Lincoln  is  to  delay  delivering  up  Fort 
Sumter  until  the  whole  Texas  Army  can  be  concentrated  for  an  attack 
on  Pensacola,  and  by  a  brilliant  stroke  arouse  I^orthern  enthusiasm  in 
favor  of  coercion. 

I  shall  start  to  Austin  to-day  to  petition  the  legislature  to  give  State 
aid  to  establish  a  line  of  steamships  to  run  on  the  Gulf. 

Ought  not  President  Davis  to  give  immediate  orders  that  all  the 
steamships  in  the  Gulf  should  be  seized  at  the  ports  where  they  may  be 
found  upon  the  first  spark  of  war  ? 

Our  towns  are  entirely  undefended,  and  those  now  carrying  the  mails 
are  at  the  mercy  of  an  enemy  having  steamers  that  can  cross  our  bars. 
Morgan  and  Harris  are  both  at  Powderhorn. 
Yours,  in  haste, 

HUGH  W.  HAWES. 


City  of  Austin,  Tex.,  March  30, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir  :  My  brother,  Maj.  Ben.  McCulloch,  to  whom  your  order  to  raise 
a  volunteer  regiment  for  the  protection  of  the  Texas  frontier  was  sent, 
has  transferred  it  to  me,  and  I  am  now  raising  the  troops  under  it,  and 
will  have  them  in  the  field  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  just  returned  from  my  command  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  on  the  northwestern  frontier,  where  I  have  five  companies  actively 
engaged  in  its  defense,  three  of  whom  will  be  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  will  not  leave  their  posts  for  a  day.  These 
companies  being  on  that  portion  of  the  frontier  from  Eed  Eiver  to  the 
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Colorado,  and  having  a  partial  personal  knowledge  of  that  entire  region 
of  country  from  the  Red  Eiver  to  the  Rio  Grande  at  Fort  Duncan,  and 
it  being  fully  as  much  territory  as  my  command  can  conveniently  pro- 
tect, I  respectfully  ask  to  be  assigned  to  that  service,  leaving  the  Rio 
Grande,  including  El  Paso,  to  be  protected  by  Colonel  Ford,  of  the  State 
troops.  I  also  desire  to  be  permitted  to  use  some  of  the  friendly  Indians 
in  the  Indian  Territory,  if  I  can  procure  their  services,  in  my  scouting 
parties  and  expeditions  against  the  hostile  Indians.  These  people  can 
be  made  of  great  service  to  us,  and  can  be  used  without  any  great 
expense  to  the  Government. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  State  regiment 
under  Colonel  Ford  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  the 
appointment  or  designation  of  a  general  officer  to  the  command  of  this 
department,  with  the  remark  that  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regi- 
ments are  new  in  the  active  duties  of  the  field. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  Mcculloch. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  30, 1861. , 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Feeling  it  incumbc^nt  on  us  as  a  duty  to  our  constituents,  we 
take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  frontier 
of  Texas,  and  making  some  suggestions  which  we  deem  worthy  of  con- 
sideration in  providing  for  its  defense. 

Our  frontier  may  be  divided  into  three  sections,  each  presenting  its 
peculiar  aspect.  First,  that  portion  bounded  by  the  Rio  Grande,  from 
the  mouth  of  that  river  to  New  Mexico ;  second,  the  frontier  settlements 
in  the  State  from  Preston,  Red  River,  to  the  Rio  Grande  j  and,  third, 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  on  Red  River,  from  the  southwest 
corner  of  Arkansas  up  to  Preston. 

The  first  section  is  between  one  thousand  and  fifteen  hundred  miles  in 
length,  and  is  the  boundary  line  between  Texas  and  Mexico.  Upon  this 
line  there  should  be,  as  we  conceive,  permanent  military  posts,  occupied 
by  troops  of  the  Regular  Army,  of  sufficient  force  to  preserve  good  order 
on  the  line  and  prevent  lawless  incursions  across  it.  The  upper  settle- 
ments on  this  line  are  exposed  to  Indian  depredations  from  the  wild 
tribes  of  the  plains  and  from  Mexico.  To  guard  against  that  danger  a 
cavalry  force  should  be  added  to  that  service. 

The  second  section  or  line  of  frontier  settlements  from  the  Red  River 
to  the  Rio  Grande  is  one  of  great  difficulty.  This  line  is  from  six  hun- 
dred to  one  thousand  miles  long.  For  the  last  ten  years  the  settlements 
have  extended  westward  about  fifteen  miles  annually.  From  one  end 
of  this  line  to  the  other  the  settlements  are  exposed  to  the  depredations 
of  the  wild  tribes  of  the  plains.  These  Indians  make  their  incursions  in 
small  parties,  stealthily,  and  generally  in  the  night,  stealing  large  droves 
of  horses  and  killing  other  stock.  Families  exposed  and  unprotected 
are  murdered;  individuals  are  chased,  and  frequently  overtaken  and 
murdered.  These  Indians  are  perfect  horsemen,  always  move  with 
great  rapidity,  and  are  never  overtaken  unless  the  pursuit  is  instanta- 
neous. If  preparation  is  necessary  before  starting  after  their  trail  is  dis- 
covered, the  pursuit  had  as  well  be  abandoned.  They  always  avoid  a 
conflict  with  a  force  of  anything  like  equal  numbers,  and  upon  finding 
themselves  pursued,  scatter  in  all  directions  and  conceal  themselves. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  a  particular  character  of  troops  is 
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necessary  to  guard  our  frontier  against  the  incursions  of  such  an  enemy. 
They  must  be  brave,  good  horsemen,  acquainted  with  the  country,  and 
able  to  perform  the  most  fatiguing  service.  Thej  must  be  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  habits  of  the  Indians,  and  always  ready  to 
mount  the  saddle  and  start  in  the  pursuit  the  moment  the  trail  of  the 
enemy  is  discovered.  The  volunteer  rangers  of  Texas  possess  all 
these  requisites,  and  are  better  qualified  for  this  service  than  any  others 
whatever. 

Permanent  military  posts  on  this  line  are  wholly  useless.  The  troops 
should  be  kept  constantly  moving  and  on  the  lookout  for  the  enemy. 
They  should  range  the  whole  of  this  line  of  frontier  in  small  detach- 
ments, arranged  in  such  a  manner  that  a  rapid  concentration  could  be 
effected  whenever  necessary.  Detachments  of  sufficient  strength  should 
be  frequently  sent  high  up  the  country  to  hunt  out  the  Indians.  We 
believe  that  this  is  the  only  mode  in  which  this  section  of  our  frontier 
can  be  successfully  defended  against  depredations. 

On  the  third  section  no  defenses  are  necessary,  as  our  neighbors  on 
that  line  are  the  highly-civilized  and  agricultural  tribes  of  Ohoctaws 
and  Ghickasaws,  who  are  in  friendship  with  Texas  and  the  Confederate 
States. 

The  people  on  this  second  section  have  for  years  been  terribly  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians.  Numerous  families  and  individuals 
have  been  murdered,  and  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  have 
been  stolen  and  destroyed.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
not  afforded  anything  like  adequate  protection.  It  is  true  that  gallant 
officers  and  men  have  been  stationed  on  the  frontier,  but  they  were 
entirely  unable  either  to  guard  the  country  or  follow  up  the  Indians  and 
chastise  them.  For  such  service  regular  infantry  are  wholly  useless. 
In  some  instances  the  cavalry  stationed  on  the  frontier  have  met  the 
Indians  and  chastised  them.  The  destruction  of  life  and  property  has 
been  so  great  as  almost  to  depojjulate  portions  of  the  frontier,  causing 
hundreds  of  families  to  abandon  their  homes. 

The  inattention  of  the  United  States  Government  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  to  the  exposed  condition  of  this  portioik  of  our  i)eople  forced 
the  State  government  to  take  charge  of  the  matter  and  expend  an  enor- 
mous sum  of  money  in  giving  that  protection  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Federal  Government  to  afford.  At  this  time  the  attention  of  the 
State  authorities  is  especially  directed  to  the  subject.  In  consequence 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  United  States  troops  the  Indians  have  pre- 
sented themselves  in  considerable  bodies  at  various  points.  To  guard 
against  them  the  legislature  of  the  State,  now  in  session,  has  provided 
for  the  raising  of  a  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  of  one  thousand  men, 
to  be  enrolled  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  to  be  put  into  the 
service  at  once.  The  officers  and  men  are  to  furnish  their  own  clothing, 
horses,  &c.  The  State  is  to  arm  and  equip  the  officers  and  men,  who 
are  to  receive  the  same  pay  as  allowed  in  the  Gonfederate  States.  Should 
the  Confederate  States  receive  the  regiment  as  a  part  of  their  military 
force,  it  is  to  be  subject  to  their  orders  and  laws. 

As  the  defense  of  the  frontier  belongs  properly  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, we  respectfully  suggest  the  proprietj^  of  receiving  the  regiment 
above  referred  to  into  the  service  as  a  part  of  the  volunteer  force  allowed 
to  be  raised.  We  believe  the  force  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  regi- 
ment already  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Texas.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  of  Texas  in  the  convention  and  legislature  have  declared  it  neces- 
sary by  their  action  in  ordering  it  to  be  raised.    The  acceptance  of  the 
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regiment  by  the  Confederate  States  will  give  peace  and  quiet  to  the 
frontier,  and  inspire  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Government. 

We  can  assure  you  that  nothing  contributed  more  to  destroy  the  bonds 
of  affection  which  bound  the  people  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  than 
uhe  fatal  disregard  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed  to  the 
Indians,  and  the  reckless  denial  of  adequate  protection.  The  people  had 
a  right  to  expect  ample  protection.  It  was  a  part  of  the  bond  of  annex  - 
ation  as  well  as  a  duty  without  any  express  stipulation.  Our  people 
are  not  mercenary.  Their  calls  for  protection  were  misunderstood. 
They  were  forced  by  the  Federal  Government  to  protect  themselves, 
while  they  were  annually  sending  off  $20,000,000  of  exports  upon  which 
imports  were  returned  to  Northern  ports,  and  upon  which  revenues  were 
collected  and  distributed  amongst  hungry  jobbers  and  speculators  rather 
than  expended  for  the  protection  of  the  people. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making  the  foregoing  suggestions  for 
your  consideration  in  providing  such  a  system  of  defense  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  frontier  requires. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  HEMPHILL. 
W.  S.  OLDHAM. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  1, 1861. 

Hon.  John  Hemphill  and  W.  S.  Oldham,  of  Texas^ 

Montgomery^  Ala, : 

Gentlemen:  The  general  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo 
has  specially  occupied  the  attention  of  this  Department  almost  from  its 
organization,  and  your  ample  and  precise  statements  increase  the  solici- 
tude with  which  the  Government  has  steadily  regarded  the  exposed  con- 
dition of  the  frontier  of  Texas.  In  evidence  of  the  watchful  interest 
with  which  the  Department  has  viewed  the  subject,  it  is  proper  to  state 
that  as  early  as  the  9th  of  last  month  (March)  a  special  messenger  was 
dispatched  to  the  State  of  Texas  bearing  authority  to  one  of  her  citizens 
to  raise  a  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  although  no  official  information  has  yet  been  received,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  regiment  is  in  rapid  process  of  formation. 

Again,  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Army  has  been  detailed,  and  is 
now  in  Texas,  with  orders  to  muster  into  the  service  of  this  Government, 
if  it  can  be  done,  the  troops  of  the  United  States  recently  stationed  there, 
and  another  has  been  sent  to  Saint  Louis  to  intercept  such  as  maj^  re- 
turn through  Kansas  from  Kew  Mexico.  It  is  thought  that  in  this  way 
a  regiment  of  these  troops  may  be  raised,  and  when  so  raised  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  Department  to  send  them  to  the  Eio  Grande. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  repeat  ih^Q  assurance  that  this  Department 
will  exert  all  its  energies  and  exhaust  all  the  means  at  its  command  to 
secure  the  citizens  of  Texas  against  Indian  and  other  depredations.  It 
has  so  far  acted  fully  up  to  the  measure  of  its  abihty,  and  as  its  capacity 
and  resources  are  increased  it  will  continue  to  augment  and  perfect  the 
system  of  frontier  defense. 

With  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Executive  Department, 

Austin^  Tex.j  April  4,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Fresident  of  the  Confederate  States : 

Sir:  This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  General  J.  H. 
Eogers,  who  goes  to  your  Government  as  the  accredited  agent  of  Texas. 
He  is  fully  authorized  for  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  which  are  to  ne- 
gotiate for  the  reception  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
the  regiment  of  cavalry  recently  raised  by  Texas. 

This  regiment  was  authorized  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Convention  of 
Texas  for  the  purpose  of  defending  our  suffering  frontier  from  the  dep- 
redations of  hostile  Indians  and  the  possible  invasion  of  Mexican  guerril- 
las. The  provision  was  made  during  our  transition  state,  before  we  had 
a  right  to  expect  the  protection  of  your  Government,  and  before  you 
could  have  afforded  us  any  security.  It  was  an  act  of  immediate,  im- 
perative necessity.  Having  1,700  miles  of  frontier,  with  the  ungoverned 
Mexicans  on  the  west,  who  bear  no  love  to  us,  and  the  Indians  on  the 
north  and  west,  who  are  our  perpetual  foes,  we  were  forced  to  take  some 
steps  for  immediate  protection.  ISTow,  however,  that  we  are  under  the 
guardianship  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  it  is  right 
that  the  defense  of  our  frontier  (which  is  its  frontier)  should  not  be  as- 
sumed by  this  State,  but  should  be  sustained  by  that  Government  upon 
which  devolves  the  military  defense  of  the  entire  country. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  an  effort  will  soon  be  made  by  the  sub- 
mission party  of  this  State,  with  General  Houston  at  its  head,  to  convert 
Texas  into  an  independent  republic,  and  one  of  the  most  effective  argu- 
ments will  be  that  the  Confederate  States  have  supplied  the  place  of  the 
2,800  United  States  troops  formerly  upon  our  frontier  with  only  a  sin- 
gle regiment,  and  that  Texas  has  at  her  own  cost  been  forced  to  bring 
another  regiment  into  the  field,  and  to  bear  the  burden  of  its  mainte- 
nance. The  people  of  this  State  have  been  positively  assured  that  their 
protection  would  be  far  more  perfect  under  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  than  it  was  under  that  of  the  old  United  States,  and 
upon  this  assurance  they  now  rely.  Hence  I  cannot  too  urgently  press 
upon  you  the  policy  and  equity  of  accepting  the  regiment  of  mounted 
volunteers  which  Texas  has  ordered  out.  Our  protection  projjerly  de- 
volves upon  you,  and  if  we  receive  it,  Texas  will  not  only  be  secured 
against  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  and  dissension  with  the  Confederate 
States,  but  there  will  be  given  an  eternal  quietus  to  that  spmt'of  oppo- 
sition which  is  always  grumbling  in  our  midst. 

Our  situation  in  detail  will  be  unfolded  to  you  by  General  Eogers, 
who  was  one  of  the  committee  on  public  safety,  and  has  familiarized  him- 
self with  all  the  facts. 

Yery  respectfully, 

EDWAED  GLAEK. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery,  April  11,  1861. 
Hon.  John  Hemphill,  Montgomery,  Ala, : 

Sir,  :  Eesuming  the  general  subject  in  part  discussed  in  my  letter  of 
the  1st  instant  to  Hon.  W.  S.  Oldham  and  yourself— I  mean  the  frontier 
defense  of  Texas — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  views 
and  propositions : 

The  Department  has  considered  the  question  of  the  military  necessi- 
ties of  Texas  with  the  deliberation  its  importance  demanded,  and  hold- 
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ing  that  tJie  settlers  of  the  frontier  of  that  State  are  entitled  to  the  most 
favorable  regard  of  this  Government,  it  has  sought  to  make  its  action 
conform  to  their  wishes  as  well  as  to  their  pressing  needs.  In  proof  of 
this  disposition  of  the  Government  I  need  hardly  remind  you  of  the  fact, 
well  known  to  the  authorities  of  Texas  and  yourself,  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  within  a  very  few  days  after  its  organization,  transmitted 
orders  to  Texas  by  a  special  agent  for  the  raising  as  rapidly  as  possible 
of  a  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  for  this  Government,  to  be  assigned 
to  service  on  the  northwestern  and  northern  frontiers  of  the  State.  This 
at  the  time  was  a  measure  fully  commensurate  with  the  ability  of  the 
Government,  then,  as  now,  charged  with  duties  of  the  gravest  responsi- 
bility, involving  not  only  the  expenditure  of  great  sums  of  money,  but 
the  far  higher  consideration  of  giving  protection  to  such  of  our  cities 
and  their  populations  (alike  entitled  with  the  people  of  Texas  to  that  pro- 
tection) as  were  in  the  actual  presence  of  the  enemy.  If  I  refer  to  these 
facts  (which  have  doubtless  been  fully  weighed  and  nicely  appreciated 
by  so  close  an  observer  as  yourself  of  public  affairs)  it  is  that  I  may  ask 
your  State  authorities  and  yourself  to  concede  to  this  Department  a  just 
allowance  for  the  embarrassments  growing  out  of  the  importance  and 
the  multiplicity  of  the  business  which  was  suddenly  devolved  upon  it 
when  this  Government  came  into  power. 

The  question  now  specially  before  the  Department  is  whether,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regiment  ordered  to  be  enlisted  for  the  defense  of  Texas,  a 
second  regiment  of  mounted  men  authorized  to  be  raised  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  your  State  can  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States.  The  Department  has  most  maturely  and  with  a  warm  desire  to. 
protect  fully  the  interests  of  Texas  and  to  accommodate  itself  to  local 
ideas  of  the  necessities  of  the  case  considered  this  question,  and  it  has 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  vast  expense  of  maintaining  mounted 
troops  on  your  border  ought  (for  the  present  and  until  a  smaller  force 
shall  have  been  demonstrated  to  be  insufficient)  to  prevent  the  accept- 
ance by  the  Department  of  a  second  mounted  regiment ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  receive  this  second  regiment  into  the 
service,  if  the  State  should  acquiesce,  as  a  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be 
assigned  to  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Eio  Grande.  The  orders  nec- 
essary to  carry  this  determination  into  effect,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  the 
authorities  of  Texas,  will  be  immediately  issued. 

While  the  character  of  the  war,  if  it  can  be  called  so,  on  your  borders 
continues  merely  predatory  and  incursional,  and  carried  on  only  by  roving 
tribes  of  Indians,  it  is  believed  by  the  Department  that  quite  effectual 
protection  can  be  secured  to  the  settlers  by  a  regiment  of  mounted  rifle- 
men, which,  upon  occasion,  may  be  divided  and  subdivided,  as  the  ne- 
cessity for  aidin  g  different  points  may  appear.  Together  with  a  regiment 
of  infantry  for  the  Eio  Grande,  subject  to  the  same  disposition,  it  ought 
to  avail  at  least  for  all  except  very  extraordinary  demands. 

The  excessive  cost  of  transportation,  forage,  &c.,  in  the  frontier  serv- 
ice, especially  for  cavalry,  furnishes  just  reason  why  this  Government 
should  only  on  demonstration  of  its  necessity  incur  addition  to  the  enor- 
mous expense  of  two  regiments  so  situated ;  but  I  beg  to  assure  the 
authorities  of  Texas  and  yourself  that  when  that  necessity  shall  have 
proved  itself,  this  Government  will,  at  whatever  cost,  place  on  your 
exi)osed  lines  whatever  force  and  of  whatever  description  the  exigency 
may  require. 

With  great  consideration,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery,  A^jril  11,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Edward  Clark,  Governor  of  Texas : 

Sir  :  Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn  proceeds  to  Texas,  under  instructions  from 
this  Department,  authorized  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  such  portion  of  the  volunteers  or  militia  of  Texas  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  the  execution  of  his  orders.  It  is  hoped  that  this  action  of 
the  War  Department  will  meet  the  approbation  and  co-operation  of  your 
excellency. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  A^ril  11,  1861. 

Col.  Earl  Yan  Dorn,  0.  S.  Army,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Texas  with  the 
least  practicable  delay,  and  there  assume  command.  You  are  charged 
with  the  important  duty  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  to  in- 
tercept and  prevent  the  movement  of  the  United  States  troops  from  the 
State  of  Texas,  and  for  this  purpose  you  are  authorized  to  call  into  serv- 
ice such  amount  of  volunteer  force  from  Texas  as  may  be  necessary,  in 
your  judgment,  to  accomplish  that  object.  The  whole  of  the  United 
States  force,.both  officers  and  men,  must  be  regarded  as  prisoners  of  war. 
Such  of  the  men  as  may  be  disposed  to  join  the  Confederate  States  Army 
you  are  authorized  to  take  into  service ;  those  not  so  inclined  must  be 
held  as  prisoners  of  war,  at  such  place  as  may  be  judged  to  be  most  safe. 
The  commissioned  officers  may  be  released  on  parole,  and  in  special  cases, 
of  which  you  must  judge,  the  men  may  be  released  on  oath  not  to  serve 
against  the  Confederate  States. 

The  above  instructions  are  given  under  the  circumstances  that  hos- 
tility exists  between  the  United  States  and  Confederate  States. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  April  13,  1861. 
Col.  Earl  Yan  Dorn,  C,  S,  Infantry,  Austin,  Tex.  : 

Sir  :  The  following  communication  has  been  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Eeagan,  Postmaster-General : 

Indianola,  April  9, 1861. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Reagan  : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  stirring  times  like  these  I  deem  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  the  state  of 
things  here.  The  Mohawk,  the  Empire  City,  and  the  Crusader— I  believe  those  to  be 
the  names  of  war  vessels  and  sea  transports  lying  at  Saluria  this  morning.  The  Fash- 
ion, chartered  by  the  United  States  Government,  brought  in  about  12  o'clock  to-day 
stores  from  the  Empire  City.  There  are  nine  companies  concentrated  here  and  at  Green 
Lake,  about  twenty  miles  distfmt,  for  embarkation,  mostly  here.  There  is  a  strong 
wind  blowing,  which  will  prevent,  till  it  ceases,  their  embarkation,  and  has  already 
delayed  it  four  days. 

The  Arizona  is  at  Brazos  with  three  hundred  troops,  which  were  embarked  three 
days  since  for  this  place  to  join  the  troops  here,  but  she  is  yet  detained  outside  the 
bar  by  heavy  weather. 
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There  are  yet  seven  companies  hastening  to  the  coast  from  the  upper  posts  for  em- 
iDarkation  here. 

Our  last  advices  are  warlike,  and  it  mo.y  be  important  for  President  Davis  to  be 
informed  of  these  facts,  and  I  accordingly  write  this  by  steamer  just  leaving,  it  being 
now  1  p.  m.  The  wind  is  high,  and  likely  to  render  embarkation  impossible  for  sev- 
eral days. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

H.  y.  HAWES. 

You  are  hereby  instructed  to  give  the  orders  heretofore  received  by 
you  a  liberal  construction,  and  to  arrest  and  seize  all  troops  and  stores 
of  the  United  States,  in  transitu  or  otherwise,  wherever  found  in  the 
State  of  Texas,  and  to  use  for  that  purpose  all  the  means  of  this  Gov- 
ernment which  yo'^  can  make  available  in  said  State. 

This  communication  will  be  borne  by  Lieutenant  Major,  who  is  spe- 
cially detailxid  to  bear  dispatches  to  Texas. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraL 


War  BEPARTiiiENT,  0.  S.  A^j 

Montgomery^  April  15,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clark  : 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  been  duly  informed  by  its  authorized  agents 
in  Texas,  through  letters  bearing  date  the  5th  and  6th  of  April,  of  the 
seizure  of  a  train  of  wagons,  under  charge  of  I.  Francis  Davis,  loaded 
with  supplies  for  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Il^ew  Mexico,  pur- 
chased in  part  by  Pierce  &  Bacon,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  William  S. 
Grant,  of  Tucson,  1^.  Mex.  I  have  to  thank  your  excellency  for  your  judi- 
cious and  prompt  action  in  this  business.  Whether  the  goods  so  seized 
be  paid  for  or  not  by  the  Government  at  Washington  does  not  alter  the 
case  under  the  state  of  war  existing  between  this  Government  and  that 
at  Washington.  They  are  goods  for  provisioning  the  forces  of  the 
enemy,  and  are  contraband  of  war.  You  will  therefore  oblige  me  by 
duly  transferring  this  property  to  either  one  of  the  agents  of  this  Depart- 
ment now  acting  in  Texas,  to  wit:  Major  Maclin,  acting  quartermaster, 
Captain  Muifir,  and  H.  P.  Brewster,  general  agents,  either  one  of  whom 
is  fully  authorized  to  act  in  the  premises. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  our  proper  officers  in  Texas  to  issue  supplies 
to  the  troops  of  the  Mounted  Eifle  Regiment  as  they  are  mustered  into 
service. 

Your  excellency  will  please  receive  Lieutenant  Major  as  the  special 
bearer  of  this  dispatch,  and  accept  assurances  of  the  high  consideration 
with  which 

I  have  the  hono^  to  be, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  16, 1861. 

Col.  Earl  Yan  Dorn,  Commanding  in  Texas : 

Colonel:  The  inclosed  copy  of  a  note  in  pencil,  from  the  "IS^ews" 
office  at  Galveston,  comes  from  a  highly  respectable  and  reliable  source. 
It  indicates,  among  other  things  worthy  attention,  a  change  of  poUcy  on 
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the  part  of  the  Government  at  Washington  in  respect  to  the  forces  of 
that  Government  in  Texas.  It  appears  that  fifteen  hundred  of  these 
troops  are  to  be  concentrated  at  or  near  Indianola,  and  points  to  the  com- 
plicity of  General  Houston  in  the  business.  The  whole  subject  is  referred 
to  your  special  consideration,  in  connection  with  your  previous  orders 
to  capture  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Texas. 
By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  TYLER,  Jr. 

flnclosure.] 

"ISTews"  Office,  Galveston, 

Tuesday  Morning,  April  9,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  write  in  a  hurry  by  Major  Bickley,  a  brother  of  General 
Bickley,  the  head  of  the  K.  G.  C.  The  major  has  had  much  to  do  with 
the  working  of  secession  in  Western  Texas,  and  can  give  you  a  good 
deal  of  news.  General  Austin  has  returned  at  his  suggestion,  as  no  time 
is  to  be  lost. 

I  write  to  say  that  in  case  of  hostilities  we  are  totally  unprotected 
here.  There  are  a  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  here,  brought  from 
Brazos,  but  there  is  no  powder,  no  military  organization,  no  leader,  no 
nothing.  All  our  sea  coast,  and  consequently  all  our  ports  and  harbors, 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  small  vessel  of  war  that  may  choose  to 
appear  off  Galveston,  Indianola,  &c.,  and  dictate  such  terms  as  may 
please  her  commander.  A  vessel  of  war  can  come  within  two  miles  of 
our  island,  and  we  could  be  shelled  without  trouble. 

Your  Government  should  take  instant  steps  to  arm  the  Texas  har- 
bors. A  good  many  people  begin  to  ask  why  the  other  ports  should  be 
put  in  defense  and  those  of  Texas  not.  The  Convention  did  nothing  for 
us  in  this  respect,  as  they  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment to  provide  artillery  and  engineers  and  a  commanding  officer 
for  the  State,  &c. 

You  can  fancy  our  position  if  our  trade  with  New  Orleans  were  stopped 
suddenly  by  one  of  Father  Abraham's  war  steamers.  We  should  have 
a  military  commander  for  the  coast,  with  power  to  organize  a  corps  of 
artillery  and  engineers ;  some  columbiads,  powder,  &c.  We  have  several 
hundred  well-drilled  men  here,  but  they  are  not  organized,  and  without 
that,  would  be  inefficient. 

Captain  Talbot,  of  the  steamship  Mexico,  informed  us  yesterday  that 
he  learned  the  day  before  from  Captain  Murray,  of  the  steamship  Fash- 
ion (chartered  by  the  United  States  officers  to  take  the  United  States 
troops  from  Indianola  to  the  transport  steamships  outside),  that  he  had 
been  told  suddenly  to  hold  off,  as  he  would  not  be  needed  until  July. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  the  intention  to  retain  and  concentrate 
the  rest  of  the  United  States  troops  in  Texas  (some  fifteen  hundred)  at 
or  near  Indianola. 

We  have  published  letters  from  Brownsville,  Austin,  and  Washington 
that  show  it  was  Houston's  design,  in  case  his  late  appeal  to  the  people 
took  effect,  to  call  on  the  United  States  troops  to  back  him. 
EespectfuUy, 

E.  C.  WHARTOK 
40  RR 
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Executive  Department, 

Austin,  Tex.,  April  17,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  following 
facts ; 

On  the  3d  instant  Maj.  Thomas  G.  Ehett,  paymaster  in  the  U.  S. 
Army,  and  lately  stationed  at  El  Paso,  in  Texas,  arrived  in  San  Antonio. 

Previous  to  his  arrival  it  had  been  ascertained  that  there  was  in  his 
possession  a  considerable  amount  of  United  States  funds  at  the  time 
that  the  United  States  property  in  Texas  was  surrendered  to  this  State. 
According  to  the  construction  placed  on  the  stipulations  entered  into 
between  General  Twiggs  and  the  commissioners  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
it  is  held  that  money  is  Government  property.  Therefore,  the  author- 
ized official  of  this  State,  acting  in  San  Antonio,  formally  demanded  of 
Major  Ehett  all  the  public  funds  under  his  control.  Major  Ehett  com- 
plied with  this  demand  by  giving  to  the  agent  of  this  State  an  order  on 
Judge  S.  Hart,  of  El  Paso,  with  whom  he  had  left  all  the  public  funds 
under  his  control,  for  all  money  subject  to  his  (Rhett's)  order.  In  com- 
pliance with  an  act  of  the  recent  legislature,  all  the  property  in  Texas 
lately  owned  by  the  United  States  Government  is  transferred  to  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  Hence  I  have  given  instruc- 
tions that  the  money  received  from  Major  Ehett  remain  in  its  present 
possession  until  disposed  of  by  your  Government. 

I  will  direct  your  attention  to  a  single  fact  in  relation  to  our  coast 
defense.  The  town  of  Indianola,  at  once  one  of  the  most  important 
and  most  exposed  of  our  seaboard  towns,  has  not  one  piece  of  ordnance 
for  its  defense.  There  are  at  Fort  Clark,  distant  more  than  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  sea  coast,  several  heavy  guns,  which  are  utterly  use- 
less at  that  point,  and  which,  if  transported  to  Indianola,  would  enable 
its  fortification  to  be  rendered  quite  effectual. 

Does  not  prudence  suggest  that  the  Confederate  States  Government 
issue  the  necessary  orders  for  having  these  guns  immediately  conveyed 
to  Indianola? 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  CLAEK, 

Governor  of  Texas. 

I  may  add  that  the  amount  to  be  received  from  Major  Ehett  is  prob- 
ably $20,000. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  April  17, 1861. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Galt,  N'ew  Orleans  : 

Send  the  following  order  to  Capt.  John  C.  Moore,  in  IsTew  Orleans : 
"Captain  Moore,  of  artillery,  will  proceed  to  Galveston  and  plant 
batteries  for  its  defense  by  using  the  24-pounders  now  there  and  such 
32-pound ers  as  may  arrive,  to  be  put  on  truck  carriages  and  hewn- 
timber  platforms  behind  sand-bag  breastworks.  Ammunition  for  the 
same  ordered  from  Baton  Eouge." 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  a/nd  Inspector  General, 
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Headquarters  San  Antonio,  Tex., 

April  17,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War^  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Sir  :  The  news  by  mail  this  morning  indicates  clearly  that  war  exists 
between  our  Government  and  that  of  the  'United  States.  The  commis- 
sioners of  Texas  agreed  with  General  Twiggs  that  the  United  States 
troops  then  in  Texas  might  pass  out  of  the  State  with  their  arms.  At 
that  time  war  did  not  exist.  Things  have  changed.  There  are  seven 
companies  of  troops  still  in  Texas,  and  some  of  them  may  be  now  on 
their  way  from  El  Paso  to  this  point.  Is  it  proper  and  right  now  to 
permit  them  to  pass  through  this  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  with  their  arms,  embodied  as  United  States  troops,  when 
their  Government  is  at  war  with  ours  1  In  a  few  days  more  I  will  have 
six  companies  of  troops  here  ready  for  the  .field,  anxious  to  render  serv- 
ice to  their  country,  and  with  your  permission — yes,  without  I  receive 
orders  to  the  contrary  from  your  Department — with  the  lights  now 
before  me,  think  I  shall  require  them  to  surrender  their  arms  and  dis- 
perse. It  will  be  several  days  before  they  will  be  able  to  reach  this 
place,  and  it  would  gratify  me  much  to  receive  the  information  by  tele- 
graph through  Kew  Orleans  that  I  have  the  consent  of  the  Government 
to  pursue  the  course  I  have  indicated. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  McOULLOOH, 

Colonelj  Commanding, 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  20, 1861. 
The  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  The  frontier  defenses  of  Texas  geographically  divide  themselves 
Into  the  line  of  the  Eio  Grande  and  the  line  of  the  western  frontier — the 
first,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Eio  Grande  to  Fort  Duncan,  some  three 
hundred  and  fifty  miles;  the  second,  from  the  Kio  Grande  to  Eed  Eiver, 
some  five  hundred  miles.  Brownsville,  Einggold  Barracks,  Forts  Mc- 
intosh and  Duncan,  commanding  the  lines  of  communication  with  Mex- 
ico, are  the  important  points  on  the  first  line  of  defense.  Brownsville 
and  Einggold  are  on  the  direct  line  of  communication  with  Monterey 
and  Victoria,  and  would  be  the  base  of  operations  for  an  enemy  operating 
from  Mexico.  Fort  Duncan,  within  a  radius  of  forty  miles,  includes  some 
flourishing  Mexican  towns,  a  good  corn-producing  region,  and  is  on  the 
direct  line  of  communication  from  Chihuahua  to  San  Antonio. 

The  line  of  the  Eio  Grande  is  alone  exx^osed  to  Indian  depredations 
from  its  upper  or  northern  extremity.  The  absence  of  grass  renders  the 
subsistence  of  cavalry  on  this  line  extremely  difficult,  and  should  the 
supply  of  corn  from  Mexico  be  intercepted,  almost  impossible. 

The  points  indicated  on  the  line  of  the  Eio  Grande  should,  therefore, 
be  occupied  by  infantry  and  artillery.  Eegulars  or  well-disciplined 
troops  should  alone  be  employed,  that  amicable  relations  may  be  main- 
tained with  Mexico. 

If  the  line  of  the  Lower  Eio  Grande  is  to  be  maintained,  Fort  Brown 
should  be  fortified  and  batteries  thrown  up  at  Brazos  Santiago  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Eio  Grande.  These  works  can  be  of  a  temporary  nature — 
field  works.  Besides  the  artillery  companies  for  the  works  at  Fort  Brown 
and  the  mouth  of  the  river  one  regiment  of  infantry,  distributed  as  fol- 
lows, should  be  sufficient  for  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Eio  Grande : 
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Two  companies  at  Dimcan,  one  at  Mcintosh,  two  at  Kinggold,  and  five 
at  Fort  Brown  and  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

In  considering  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the  western  frontier  of  Texas 
our  relations  with  the  civilized  Indians  north  of  Eed  Eiver  are  of  the 
utmost  importance,  l^umbering  some  eight  thousand  rifles,  they  form 
a  strong  barrier  on  the  north,  forcing  the  line  of  operations  of  an  invading 
army  westward  into  a  region  impracticable  to  the  passage  of  large  bodies 
of  troops.  Eegarding  them  as  our  allies,  which  their  natural  afiinities 
make  them,  the  line  of  the  western  frontier  reduces  itself  to  the  country 
between  the  Eio  Grande  and  Eed  Eiver. 

Two  regiments  of  mounted  troops  are  necessary  for  the  defense  of 
this  line.  Inge,  Yerde,  Mason,  Colorado,  and  some  point  near  Belknap 
should  be  occupied,  and  the  cavalry  collected  at  few  points  can  be  more 
readily  concentrated,  and  will  more  effectually  protect  the  frontier.  One 
company  of  infantry  should  be  stationed  at  each  of  the  above  points. 

The  remaining  five  companies  of  the  regiment  can  occupy  the  El  Paso 
road.  If  our  communications  with  New  Mexico  are  to  be  preserved,  one 
additional  regiment  of  infantry  should  occupy  Forts  Bliss,  Quitman, 
Davis,  Stockton,  and  Hudson. 

By  the  above  estimation  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  three  of  infantry 
will  be  required.  It  presupposes  the  line  of  the  Eio  Grande  and  the  line 
of  Eed  Eiver  secured  by  friendly  relations  with  Mexico  and  the  civilized 
Indians. 

These  regiments,  as  far  as  practicable,  should  be  regulars,  or  called 
into  service  for  the  war,  or  for  a  period  of  service  not  less  than  three 
years.  All  our  experience  has  shown  that  volunteers  are  more  expensive 
than  regular  troops,  and  their  cost  is  at  an  inverse  ratio  with  their  term 
of  service. 

The  regiments  not  regular  troops  called  into  service  should  as  far  as 
practicable  be  armed  by  the  Confederate  Government,  that  their  arms 
may  be  of  the  same  pattern  and  their  supply  of  ammunition  be  secured. 
Their  commissariat  should  be  on  the  same  footing  with  the  commissariat 
of  the  Confederate  troops.  No  soldiers  called  into  service  can  find  their 
own  supplies  and  be  efficient.  They  will  be  found  without  provisions 
when  a  movement  is  ordered.    The  two  systems  will  not  work  together. 

In  addition  to  the  five  regiments  called  to  the  frontier,  measures  should 
be  taken  for  a  thorough  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  which 
should  be  put  immediately  upon  a  war  footing.  The  five  regiments 
would  constitute  a  nucleus  round  which  the  militia  of  the  State  could 
rally  in  the  event  of  an  invasion. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  EZRBT  SMITH, 
MajoVj  Artillery,  (7.  8.  Army. 


General  Orders,  )       Headquarters  San  Antonio,  Tex., 

No.  1.  )  April  21,  1861. 

I.  The  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  in  Texas,  having  au- 
thority to  do  so  by  orders  from  the  War  Department. 

II.  During  my  temporary  absence  Maj.  S.  Maclin,  C.  S.  Army,  wilJ 
command  tlie  troops  in,  and  in  the  vicinity  of,  San  Antonio. 

EAEL  VAN  DOEN, 
Colonel  of  Ca/valry,  C.  S.  Army^  Commandvng, 
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Montgomery,  April  26, 1861. 

Col.  Henry  E.  McOulloch,  San  Antonio,  Tex  : 

You  have  the  consent  of  the  Department  to  pursue  the  course  indi- 
cated in  your  letter  of  the  17th.    Hold  them  as  prisoners  of  war. 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


War  Department,  O.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  27, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Edward  Clark,  Governor  of  Texas ^  &c.,  Austin : 

Sir  :  The  letter  of  your  excellency  addressed  to  the  President,  and 
bearing  date  17th  April,  has  been  referred  for  answer  to  this  Depart- 
ment. It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  an  officer  has  been  already 
sent  to  Indianola  with  instructions  to  make  examination  into  the  necessary 
defenses  at  that  point.  Colonel  Van  Dorn  will  be  also  instructed  in 
relation  to  the  feasibility  of  removing  the  guns  from  Fort  Clark  ad- 
verted to  by  you.  The  moneys  of  the  United  States  surrendered  by 
Major  Ehett,  at  your  command,  can  be  paid  over  to  Major  Maclin,  of 
the  Confederate  service,  with  instructions  to  hold  for  further  orders. 
Before  this  reaches  you  General  Eogers  will,  doubtless,  have  handed  you 
my  reply  to  the  subject  of  his  agency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CoEPUs  Oheisti,  Nueoes  County,  Texas, 

April  28, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy : 

Dear  Sir  :  At  a  large  meeting  held  in  this  city  on  the  27th  instant, 
the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  public  safety, 
thereby  being  invested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  provide  means, 
adopt  measures,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  secure  protection  for 
the  citizens  of  this  place  and  its  immediate  vicinity.  Our  exposed 
position  must  be  apparent  to  every  one.  The  city  of  Corpus  Christi 
being  situated  on  the  seaboard,  accessible  from  the  ocean  by  two 
passes,  neither  of  which  have  any  fortifications  or  other  military  de- 
fense, are  liable  at  any  time  to  be  entered  by  the  enemy,  whUe  on  our 
rear  we  are  exposed  to  Indian  depredations,  besides  being  threatened 
with  another  predatory  war  by  Cortinas.  The  people  here  are  all  united 
in  the  great  cause  of  the  South.  Since  the  first  gun  was  fired  at  Fort 
Sumter,  differences  of  opinion  in  this  city  have  ceased  to  exist.  Our 
citizens  are  all  united,  and  are  determined  to  resist  Korthem  aggres- 
sions at  all  hazards.  We  are  all  ready  and  willing  to  fight  and  defend 
ourselves ;  but  we  are  destitute  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  undersigned,  composing  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic safety,  have  been  instructed  by  the  meeting  to  communicate  to  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  our  exposed  and  defenseless  condi- 
tion, and  to  solicit  at  the  same  time  such  aid  in  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  as  will  be  necessary  to  enable  us  to  protect  ourselves  until  such 
time  as  peace  may  be  restored  or  other  military  defenses  established  by 
the  Government.  Our  citizens  are  now  enrolling  themselves  into  three 
military  companies,  viz,   artillery,   infantry,  and  cavalry.      Now,  to 
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enable  them  to  be  of  any  permanent  service  to  the  country,  they  must 
have  ordnance,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  these  can  only  be 
obtained  through  your  Government. 

The  latest  intelligence  received  here  from  the  West  reports  that  the 
Black  Eepublicans  have  landed  upon  our  soil,  their  object,  no  doubt, 
being  to  recapture  all  the  forts  heretofore  held  by  the  old  United  States, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  coercing  Texas  back  into  the  old  Union,  or  they 
design  to  encourage  the  Mexicans  to  commence  a  predatory  war  upon 
our  frontier.  Our  position  is  peculiar  and  critical.  We  therefore  stron gly 
urge  that  the  necessary  orders  for  ordnance,  arms,  &c.  will  be  immedi- 
ately issued  by  your  excellency,  requiring  the  same  to  be  forwarded  to 
this  place  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  We  have  learned  that  at  San 
Antonio  there  is  an  overplus  of  ordnance  and  arms,  while  here  we  have 
none,  except  what  can  be  gathered  from  private  sources.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment has  no  way  or  mode  of  transportation,  if  we  receive  the  orders 
for  artillery  and  other  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  the  citizens  of  this 
place  will  furnish  transportation,  &c.  Your  earliest  attention  to  the 
above  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  your  numerous  friends  in  this  por- 
tion of  Texas. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  we  remain  yours,  &c., 

BEKJAMIK  F.  NEAL, 

Chairman. 
OTTO  T.  NOESSEL  et  als,, 

Committee  on  Public  Safety. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  April  29,  1861. 
Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn, 

Cavalry^  C.  S.  Army,  San  Antonio,  Tex. : 
Colonel:  The  governor  of  Texas  has,  in  a  communication  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  suggested  the  importance  of  defending  the  harbor  of 
Indianola  by  the  removal  of  some  heavy  guns  left  at  Fort  Clark,  where 
they  are  not  needed,  to  the  former  place.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  in- 
formed him  that  you  will  be  instructed  in  reflation  to  the  feasibility  of 
removing  the  guns  to  the  place  assigned  for  their  use.  You  will,  there- 
fore, give  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  communicate  with  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Clark. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  2, 1861. 
Col.  Earl  Yan  Dorn, 

C.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department  of  Texa^ : 

Colonel  :  Agreeable  to  my  receipt  from  H.  P.  Brewster,  esq.,  agent 
of  the  Confederate  States,  to  receive  the  public  property  lately  seized 
by  the  authorities  of  this  State  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  I  have  made,  under  the  instructions  of  the  governor,  this  reserva- 
tion :  The  State  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Ford  is  to  be  furnished 
with  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  quartermaster's  stores,  medical  stores, 
transportation  sufficient  to  place  it  in  the  field,  and  provisiom^  equal 
to  the  supplies  I  turn  over.    You  will  see  by  this  arrangement  that  a 
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regiment  of  State  troops  will  be  in  the  field  furnished  from  the  stores 
and  supplies  now  under  your  control,  but  subject  to  the  above-named 
requisitions. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  conflict  in  the  military  command  in  the  State 
the  governor  is  exceedingly  desirous  that  you  should  accept  the  above- 
named  regiment  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  It  will  also 
avoid  all  complication  of  accounts,  and  give  you  full  control  of  all  the 
military  stores  and  provisions  lately  in  the  possession  of  the  State. 

At  one  time  the  Government  at  Montgomery  refused  to  accept  the 
State  regiment.  At  that  time  we  were  at  peace.  War  now  exists,  and 
I  assure  you  that  from  my  long  experience  on  the  Kio  Grande  I  believe 
we  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  serious  raids,  similiar  to  the  Cortinas 
raid,  will  take  place,  all  of  which  could  be  prevented  by  making  use  of 
this  regiment. 

Colonel  Ford's  regiment  is  partly  in  the  field — three  companies  on  the 
Eio  Grande,  i.  e.,  Davidson's,  I^olan's,  and  Littleton's ;  Walker's  and 
Pyron's  are  here,  and  five  more  are  to  rendezvous  here  on  the  10th  of  the 
month.  This  regiment  was  called  into  service  under  peculiar  political 
state  of  affairs.  They  have  entered  the  service  at  great  inconvenience 
and  sacrifice,  and  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  were  they  not  continued 
in  service.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  consistent  with  your  views,  I 
would  recommend  most  earnestly  that  you  receive  them  into  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

P.  K.  LUCKETT, 
Quartermaster  and  Commissary  General^  State  of  Texas. 


Orders,  >  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

ISTo.  3.     ]  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  3,  1861. 

I.  Colonel  McCuUoch,  after  putting  his  cavalry  command  in  readiness 
for  the  field  (which  he  will  do  without  unnecessary  delay),  will  march, 
with  ten  days'  rations,  and  take  position  on  the  Leon,  at  or  near  the  cross- 
ing of  the  road  from  San  Antonio  to  Castroville,  and  await  further  orders. 

II.  Captains  Wilcox,  Duff,  Navarro,  Maverick,  and  Kampman  will 
hold  their  companies  in  readiness  to  march  at  three  homes'  notice,  with 
ten  days'  rations,  and  with  baggage  reduced  to  the  smallest  limit. 

III.  Captain  Edgar  will  take  means  at  once  to  put  his  battery  of  artil- 
lery in  readiness  for  the  field,  and  will  then  join  the  command  of  Colonel 
McCulloch,  on  the  Leon. 

IV.  The  companies  of  the  State  troops,  under  orders  from  the  gov- 
ernor to  report  to  Colonel  Yan  Dorn,  and  on  the  march  to  San  Antonio, 
will  allow  no  unnecessary  delay  in  reporting  at  these  headquarters. 
They  will  receive  instructions  upon  their  arrival. 

V.  The  quartermaster  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  and 
camp  equipage  uj)on  the  usual  requisitions,  to  enable  the  troops  to  march 
under  the  above  orders.  Each  company  will  be  allowed  seven  tents. 
The  sick  will  be  left  in  the  hospital  at  San  Antonio. 

By  order  of  Col.  E.  Yan  Dorn : 

W.  T.  MECHLING, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


632  OPERATIONS    IN   TEXAS   AND   NEW   MEXICO.  [Chap.  vn. 

General  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Texas, 

ISTo.  4.  i  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  3,  1861. 

The  colonel  commanding  the  troops  in  Texas  acknowledges  with 
pride  the  valuable  services  of  the  volunteers  called  out  by  his  orders 
to  arrest  the  United  States  troops  at  Indianola.  With  short  notice  they 
sprang  to  arms,  and  joined  him  at  Victoria  with  a  celerity  amounting  to 
eagerness,  that  will  ever  stand  as  a  proof  that  the  State  of  Texas  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  invasion  from  any  quarter.  With  the  fatigue  of 
forced  marches,  night  watches,  exposure  on  the  crowded  decks  of  the 
transports  in  Lavaca  and  Matagorda  Bays,  and  scanty  provisions,  there 
was  no  murmur  of  dissatisfaction  and  no  unwillingness  manifested  to 
obey  any  order.  The  aged  man  and  the  youth  without  beard,  the 
father  and  his  sons,  the  heroes  of  San  Jacinto  and  the  rangers  who  be- 
came veterans  in  the  Mexican  war,  were  seen  side  by  side  in  the  ranks, 
with  faces  expressive  of  that  determination  to  win  or  die  that  ever 
gives  assurance  of  success,  and  which  gave  success. 

The  companies  which  reported  at  Victoria  on  the  23d  and  24th  of 
April  were — 

Captain  Herbert's  company,  Colorado ;  Captain  Scarborough  (Davis 
Guards),  De  Witt ;  Captain  McDowell,  Lockhart ;  Captain  A.  C.  Horton, 
Matagorda ;  Captain  W.  K.  Friend,  De  Witt  Eifles ;  Captain  Hampton, 
Victoria 5  Captain  Upton,  Colorado;  Captain  Holt,  Fort  Bend;  Cap- 
tains Jones  and  Harris,  Colonel  De  Witt's  command,  Gonzales;  Captain 
Williams,  Lavaca  County;  Captain  Fulkrod,  Goliad;  Captain  Kyle, 
Hays  County;  Captain  Stapp,  Indianola;  Captain  Searcy,  Colorado; 
Captain  Phillips,  Lavaca  Town ;  Captain  Finlay,  Lavaca  Town ;  Cap- 
tain Pearson,  Matagorda ;  Captain  C.  S.  Olden,  Texana ;  Captain  Bark- 
ley,  Fayette ;  Captain  Gordon,  Matagorda  County. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  many  companies  who  reached 
Victoria  too  late  to  participate,  and  were  turned  back  without  report- 
ing. Nevertheless,  they  are  entitled  to  all  honor  for  their  zeal  and 
patriotism. 

The  command  of  Col.  H.  E.  McCulloch,  consisting  of  five  companies 
of  cavalry,  under  Captains  Pitts,  Tobin,  Ashby,  Bogges,  and  Kelson, 
and  the  battery  of  light  artillery,  under  Captain  Edgar,  from  San 
Antonio,  made  extraordinary  exertions  to  reach  Victoria  on  the  day 
specified  for  the  rendezvous,  for  which  the  greatest  praise  is  due  them, 
and,  although  they  were  not  enabled  to  reach  Lavaca  in  time  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  maneuvers  on  the  bay  (as  the  movement  was  made  before 
the  time  appointed),  they  proved  that  they  could  be  relied  upon  in  any 
emergency. 

The  colonel  commanding  desires  also  to  acknowledge  the  services  of 
Judge  Hawes,  of  Saluria,  who  promptly  secured  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
unavoidably  left  on  this  wharf  on  the  night  the  Star  of  the  West  was 
seized,  and  who  tendered  the  hospitalities  of  his  house  during  the  draw- 
ing up  of  the  agreements  between  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
States  troops  and  the  colonel  commanding. 

v^aptain  Chubb,  of  the  Koyal  Yacht,  from  Galveston,  did  material  serv- 
ice in  giving  facilities  of  communication  between  the  vessels  in  the  bay, 
and  afterwards  in  transporting  arms  and  munitions  of  war  (taken  from 
the  United  States  troops)  to  Indianola  and  to  Galveston,  free  of  charge, 
for  which  he  also  deserves,  and  has,  the  thanks  of  the  colonel  com- 
manding. 

Messrs.  E.  A.  Howard  andT.  J.  W^ard,  Captains  Bradfute  and  Mech 
ling.  Captain  Minter  and  Lieutenant  Major,  C.  S.  Army,  acting  as  staff 
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officers,  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise  for  their  energy  ard  for  the 
efficient  aid  they  rendered  during  the  whole  of  the  operations. 
Bv  order  of  Ool.  E.  Van  Dorn : 

W.  T.  MEOHLmG 
Captai7ij  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas,  May  4, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Montgomery ^  Ala.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  a  report  of  Major  Maclin, 
quartermaster,  in  regard  to  the  seizure  of  a  train  of  wagons  and  sub- 
sistence stores  intended  for  the  United  States  troops  in  Arizona,  to- 
gether with  some  correspondence,  &c.,  on  the  same  subject,  given  to  me 
by  Colonel  Luckett,  quartermaster  of  the  State  of  Texas.  I  am  unable 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  wagons  and  teams  should  be  kept  as 
lawful  prizes,  and  must  refer  the  matter  to  you  for  the  decision  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  There  are  dues  to  the  teamsters  and  other  employes 
belonging  to  the  train.  In  case  the  decision  should  be  in  favor  of  re- 
taining the  property,  the  employes  should,  I  presume,  be  paid  by  the 
Confederate  States  Government.  The  correspondence  on  the  subject 
and  the  report  of  Major  Maclin  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into 
the  details  of  seizure. 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

EAEL  VAN  DOEK, 

Colonely  Commanding, 

[Inclosure.] 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  2, 1861. 
Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn, 

C,  8.  Army,  Commanding  Troops  in  Texas : 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
on  the  20th  of  last  month  Col.  P.  K.  Luckett,  quartermaster- general  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  seized,  under  the  order  of  the  governor,  a  train  of 
forty-one  wagons  and  four  hundred  and  nine  oxen.  This  train  was 
claimed  by  Mr.  Francis  Davis,  agent  of  W.  S.  Grant,  as  private  prop- 
erty. I  have  no  evidence  in  my  possession  determining  the  legal  char- 
acter of  the  property,  but  it  was  admitted  by  those  in  charge  of  the 
train,  as  I  understand,  that  the  wagons  were  loaded  with  subsistence 
stores  for  the  United  States  troops,  and  that  the  oxen  were  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  commissariat  of  the  U.  S.  Army  in  Arizona.  It  was  admit- 
ted, therefore,  by  the  agent  of  W.  S.  Grant,  the  contractor,  that  he  was 
engaged  in  transporting  subsistence  stores  to  our  enemies  through  our 
own  territory.  Thus,  by  necessity  and  usages  of  war,  the  subsistence 
stores,  wagons,  and  oxen  were  forfeited  to  the  Confederate  States  of 
America.  In  order,  however,  that  this  matter  may  be  properly  adjudi- 
cated, it  is  referred  to  you  for  your  consideration — more  especially  as  to 
the  right  to  retain  the  wagons  and  oxen,  as  I  apprehend  the  other  part 
of  the  subject  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.  I  have  neglected  to  state  that 
all  this  property  is  now  in  our  possession  by  order  of  the  governor  of 
the  State. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SACKFIELD  MACLIN, 
Chief  Quartermaster^  C.  8.  Army,  Texas, 
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Galveston,  Tex.,  May  7, 1861. 
Memorandum  for  Lieut.  CoL  L.  A.  Thompson. 

The  service  upon  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  Texas  is  needed 
almost  entirely  by  mounted  troops. 

There  are  now  in  the  arsenal  at  San  Antonio  some  four  thousand 
stand  of  muskets  and  rifles,  which  were  taken  by  Col.  Ben.  McCuUoch 
from  General  Twiggs  }  besides,  there  are  about  one  thousand  stand  of 
the  same  description  of  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  San  Antonio 
belonging  to  the  Governmeut,  they  having  been  loaned  to  the  mayor  of 
that  city  by  General  Twiggs  previous  to  his  surrender. 

Colonel  Van  Dorn  has  taken  from  the  troops  at  Indianola  upwards  of 
five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  he  expects  to  capture  some  eight  hun- 
dred stand  more  from  other  troops  now  approaching  the  coast  for  em- 
barkation. Of  these  parcels  of  arms  a  large  quantity  are  not  suitable 
for  the  service  needed  upon  our  frontier,  therefore  they  are  remaining 
in  store  at  San  Antojiio  to  rust  and  spoil,  unless  otherwise  appropriated. 
There  are  likewise  several  light  batteries  of  artillery  at  San  Antonio 
more  than  are  necessary  for  service  there,  and  likewise  a  large  amount 
of  transportation  material. 

The  available  force  embraced  in  the  military  command  of  Galveston 
amounts  to  twenty-five  hundred  men  and  upwards.  Fully  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  these  men  are  without  arms.  The  commanding  officer  of  this 
post  has,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  ask  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment at  Montgomery  a  requisition  upon  the  quartermaster  or  military 
storekeeper  at  San  Antonio  for  such  arms  and  munitions  as  are  not 
needed  for  the  service  in  the  interior  and  are  so  much  needed  at  the  post 
of  Galveston,  together  with  transportation  for  the  same.  Understand- 
ing that  the  same  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Confederate 
Government  and  deliverable  on  call,  this  request  is  made  in  view  of  the 
very  defenseless  condition  of  this  important  post  unless  arms  can  be 
procured. 

WM.  F.  AUSTIN, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector, 


General  Orders,  >     Headquarters  Troops  in  Texas, 

^0.  5.  )  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  May  13, 1861. 

It  is  the  pleasing  duty  of  the  colonel  commanding  to  thank  the  volun- 
teer troops  of  Texas  for  the  valuable  services  they  have  again  rendered 
to  the  Confederate  States.  Being  called  upon  at  short  notice  to  take 
the  field,  they  responded  with  that  promptness  which  proved  how  high 
is  the  military  spirit  of  the  State,  and  how  ready  her  people  are  to  seize 
up  arms  in  defense  of  her  honor  and  in  vindication  of  their  rights.  It 
was  not  the  wish  of  the  volunteers  of  Texas,  however,  to  fight  against 
those  troops  of  the  United  States  who  had  been  defending  their  fron- 
tiers for  years,  and  who  found  themselves  on  their  soil  in  the  attitude  of 
enemies  only  because  of  political  changes  which  they  did  nothing  to 
bring  about,  many  of  whom  had  been  personally  endeared  to  them  by 
long  association  and  by  their  gallant  deeds  (well  remembered)  as  their 
old  comrades  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  With  the  true  spirit  of  brave 
men  who  know  how  to  appreciate  a  soldier's  honor,  they  marshaled  in 
such  numbers  before  them  that  the  rugged  necessities  of  war  might  be 
accomplished  without  bloodshed  and  without  the  loss  of  reputation  to 
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their  gallant  opponents.  There  was  no  exultation  over  the  surrender  of 
the  troops  of  the  old  Eighth  Infantry.  This  would  not  be  the  case  were 
the  volunteers  of  Texas  called  out,  under  arms,  to  contend  with  an 
invading  force  sent  against  them  from  the  North  ;  far  from  it.  Thpre 
would  then  be  no  regrets,  no  affection,  and  no  disparity  of  numbers, 
and  "death  to  the  foe  and  victory  after  the  fight"  would  be  the  object 
and  the  aim  of  every  true  Texan. 

Colonel  Yan  Dorn  feels  proud  of  the  command  the  President  has  as- 
signed him.  The  troops  to  whom  these  commendations  are  due  were 
H.  E.  McGulloch's  command,  consisting  of  Captains  Pitts',  Tobin's, 
Ashby's,  Bogges',  Kelson's,  and  Fry's  companies,  of  McCuUoch's  regi- 
ment; Captains  Pyron's,  Walker's,  and  Hardeman's  companies  of  Ford's 
regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baylor ;  Captain  Edgar's  battery  of 
light  artillery ;  three  small  detachments  of  cavalry,  under  Captain  Good, 
Lieutenants  Paul  and  Dwyer,  and  a  section  of  artillery  under  Captain 
Teel  J  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duff's  battalion  of  infantry,  consisting  of 
Captains  Wilcox's,  Maverick's,  Navarro's,  Kampman's,  and  Prescott's 
companies,  from  San  Antonio,  Maj.  John  M.  Carolan.  Colonel  Van 
Dorn  is  also  indebted  to  the  gentlemen  who  did  him  the  honor  to  serve 
on  his  staff'  for  the  occasion :  Col.  P.  K.  Luckett,  Judge  F.  Tate,  Judge 
T.  J.  Devine,  General  James  Willie,  Capt.  D.  D.  Shea,  Dr.  Fretwell, 
Capt.  W.  T.  Mechling,  Messrs.  E.  A.  Howard.  J.  T.  Ward,  D.  E.  Tessier, 
Maj.  T.  G.  Howard,  and  Dr.  H.  P.  Howard,  and  especially  to  Col.  J.  A. 
Wilcox,  and  Capt,  J.  F.  Minter,  and  Lieut.  J.  P.  Major,  C.  S.  Army,  for 
the  happy  manner  in  which  they  executed  their  delicate  mission  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  troops. 

By  order  of  Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn : 

W.  T.  MECHLING, 
Captain^  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  May  14,  1861. 
Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn, 

Regiment  of  Cavalry,  Commanding,  San  Antonio,  Tex, : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  cause  to  be  sent  to  Dal 
las,  Tex.,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  one  battery  of  field  artillery 
of  six  pieces,  including  two  howitzers,  completely  equipped,  with  horses, 
&c.,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  same;  also  two  thousand  stand 
of  arms,  including  Sharp's  carbine  and  rifle.  United  States  rifles,  and 
Colt's  pistols,  with  ammunition  for  the  same.  These  supplies  are  un- 
derstood to  be  in  depot  at  San  Antonio,  and  they  are  to  be  sent  to  Dallas 
in  charge  of  Captain  Bradfute,  or  in  his  absence  some  other  capable  officer 
of  your  command.  The  transportation  of  these  stores,  including  the 
horses  for  the  field  battery,  will  be  turned  over  at  Dallas  to  the  orders 
of  General  McCuUoch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery^  May  155, 1861. 
Col.  Earl  Van  Dorn, 

Commanding  Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  lOth  instant,  reporting  the  capture  of  ten 
ofl&cers  and  three  hundred  and  thirty- seven  men,  consisting  of  the  com- 
mand of  Brevet  Colonel  Eeeve,  U.  S.  Army,  has  been  received  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War.  In  answer,  I  am  instructed  to  say  that 
the  Department  is  constrained,  under  existing  state  of  things,  to  order 
that  both  officers  and  men  of  this  command  be  retained  in  Texas  as 
prisoners  of  war  until  further  orders  or  until  duly  exchanged.  All 
future  communications  for  this  office  will  be  directed  to  Eichmond,  Ya. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


CHAPTER    VIII. 


OPERATIONS  IN  ARKANSAS,  THE  INDIAN  TERRI- 
TORY, AND  MISSOURI. 


February  7-May  9,  1861. 


SXJMinyt^RY  OW  THE  ftiii!^ct:pj^j^  ev^en^ts. 

February    7,  1861. — The  Choctaw  Nation  declares  its  adherence  to  the  Southern  States. 
8,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  seized. 
12,  1861. — United  States  ordnance  stores  seized  at  Napoleon,  Ark.* 
April         16,  1861. —Fort  Washita,  Ind.  T.,  abandoned. 

17,  1861. — The  governor  of  Missouri  refuses  to  furnish  quota  of  militia  to  the 

United  States. 

18,  1861. — United  States  sabsistence  stores  seized  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
20,  1861. — United  States  Arsenal  at  Liberty,  Mo.,  seized. 

22,  1861. — The  governor  of  Arkansas  refuses  to  furnish  quota  of  militia  to 

the  United  States. 

23,  1861.— Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  seized. 

May  4,  1861. — United  States  ordnance  stores  seized  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

5,  1861. — Forts  Arbuckle  and  Cobb,  Ind.  T.,  abandoned. 

6,  1861. — Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  by  Arkansas  Convention. 

REPORTS. 

-Capt.  James  Totten,  Second  U.  S.  Artiillery,  of  the  seizure  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal 

at  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
-Maj.  Justus  McIHnstry,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure  of  U.  S. 

ordnance  stores  at  Napoleon,  Ark. 
-Capt.  William  W.  Burns,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the 

seizure  of  subsistence  stores  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
-Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Emory,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  of  the  abandonmeift  of 

Forts  Arbuckle,  Cobb,  and  Washita,  Ind.  T. 
-Nathaniel  Grant,  of  the  seizure  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  Liberty,  Mo. 
-Beujamin  Farrar,  of  the  seizure  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  Liberty,  Mo. 
-Maj.  Richard  C.  Gatlin,  Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  seizure  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
-Maj.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort  Smith, 

Ark. 
-Capt.  Alexander  Montgomery,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the 

seizure  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 
-Capt.  Langdon  C.  Easton,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  seizure 

of  U.  S.  ordnance  stores  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
-Sergeant  Charles  A.  Campbell,  Company  E,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  the 

occupation  of  Fort  Arbuckle,  Ind.  T.,  by  Texas  troops. 
-Capt.  S.  T.  Benning,  Texas  troops,  of  the  abandonment  of  the  U.  S.  posts  in 

the  Indian  Territory. 


No. 

1. 

No. 

2.- 

No. 

3.- 

No. 

4. 

No. 

5.- 

No. 

6.- 

No. 

7.- 

No. 

8.- 

No. 

9.- 

No. 

10. 

No. 

11. 

No. 

12. 

Exact  date  of  seizure  not  known, 
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No.  1. 

Reports  of  Capt.  James  Totten,  Second  U,  S,  Artillery ^  of  the  seizure  of  the 

Z7.  8.  Arsenal  at  Little  Boclc,  Arh, 

Little  Eock  Arsenal, 
Little  Boclc,  Ark,,  January  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  a  copy  ot  a  communication 
received  this  day  from  his  Excellency  Henry  M.  Kector,  governor  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  and  also  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  his  excellency's 
communication. 

Please  submit  both  these  communications  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
the  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  request  that 
instructions  be  sent  me  as  to  my  future  action  in  the  premises.  I  also 
request  that  means  and  money  may  be  sent  me  to  carry  out  the  orders 
I  may  receive. 

I  forward,  in  the  same  mail  with  this,  copies  of  the  communications, 
herein'  mentioned,  to  the  general  commanding  the  Department  of  the 
West.  I  deem  it  necessary  in  this  connection  respectfully  to  inform  the 
authorities  concerned  that,  in  my  opinion,  most  positive  and  unequivocal 
instructions  are  called  for,  in  order  that  I  may  not  mistake  the  intentions 
of  the  administration  regarding  the  matter  at  issue.  I  believe  there  is 
trouble  ahead  for  this  command,  and  that  by  the  4th  day  of  March 
coming  decided  action  will  be  absolutely  imperative  in  the  officer  who 
may  then  command  this  arsenal,  and,  if  left  to  his  own  discretion,  he 
may  not  in  everything  correspond  with  the  wishes  of  the  Federal 
authorities. 

Whatever  orders  may  be  given,  I  respectfully  ask  that  they  may  be 
sent  by  a  reliable  agent,  and  not  by  the  mails,  as  there  appears  to  be 
some  reason  in  believing  that  they  are  not  entirely  trustworthy  at 
present.  I  would  not  myself,  in  the  present  instance,  trust  to  this 
doubtful  medium  of  communication  if  I  had  means  at  my  disposal  of 
sending  an  officer  to  Washington,  and,  indeed,  if  I  can  procure  the 
necessary  funds,  I  may  yet  forward  copies  of  the  various  communications 
now  inclosed  by  such  an  agent  as  indicated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Post 

Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

[Inclosure  A.] 

The  State  of  Arkansas, 
%  Executive  Department,  Little  Bode,  January  28,  1861. 

Captain  :  The  public  exigencies  require  me  to  md^ke  known  to  you 
that  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  this  place  will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
possession  of  the  Federal  officers  until  the  State,  by  authority  of  the 
people,  shall  have  determined  to  sever  their  connection  with  tbe  General 
Government,  unless,  however,  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  order 
additional  forces  to  this  point ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  remove  or  destroy  the  munitions  of  war  deposited  in  said 
arsenal. 

Any  assurances  that  you  may  be  able  to  give  touching  the  observance 
of  these  two  latter  conditions  will  greatly  tend  to  quiet  the  public  mind, 
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and  prevent  a  collision  between  tlie  sovereign  people  of  Arkansas  and 
the  Government  troops  now  stationed  at  this  point. 
Eespectfully, 

HENEY  M.  EECTOE, 
Governor  of  Arlcansas  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain  Totten,  U.  S.  Army,  Little  Rock  Arsenal, 

[InclosureB.  ] 

Headquarters  Little  Eock  Arsenal, 

Little  Boclc,  ArJc.j  January  29, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
28th  instant,  which  was  handed  to  me  this  morning  by  your  aide-de  camp, 
J.  J.  Gaines,  esq.,  and  in  answer  thereto,  to  say  to  your  excellency  that 
my  understanding  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand were  ordered  here  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  members  of  Con- 
gress from  this  State,  and  several  good  citizens  also,  for  what  reasons, 
if  any,  I  have  not  been  apprised. 

As  you  will  readily  understand,  I  cannot  give  your  excellency  any 
assurances  as  to  what  instructions  may  in  future  be  issued  regarding 
this  arsenal  and  the  Federal  troops  now  stationed  here,  but  I  can  assure 
5^ou  that,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  no  orders,  such  as  you  refer  to  in  your 
two  propositions,  have  been  issued,  nor  do  I  believe,  privately  and 
unofficially,  that  any  such  orders  will  be  given  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. I  have  furthermore  to  remind  your  excellency  that  as  an  officer 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  my  allegiance  is  due  to  that  Govern- 
ment in  whose  [service]  I  am,  and  that  I  act  by  its  authority  arnd  per- 
mission, and  until  absolved  from  that  allegiance  my  honor  is  concerned 
in  the  faithful  performance  of  what  I  may  conceive  to  be  my  duty. 

I  shall  forward  your  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be 
laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  ask  instructions  rela- 
tive to  the  matter  contained  in  it,  and,  if  not  prohibited  by  these  author- 
ities, I  will  cheerfully  inform  your  excellency  what  these  instructions  are. 

In  the  mean  time  let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  most  cordially  con- 
cur with  your  excellency  in  the  desire  to  avoid  collision  between  the 
Federal  troops  under  my  command  and  the  citizens  of  Arkansas,  and 
shall  do  everything  in  my  power  which  an  honorable  man  in  my  position 
can  or  dare  do  to  prevent  so  deplorable  an  event. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

JAS.  TOTTEIST, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  U,  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Little  BocTc  Arsenal, 

His  Excellency  Henry  M.  Eector, 

Governor  of  Arlcansas  and  Commander-in-Chief 

Little  Eock,  February  6, 1861. 
I  have  to  inform  the  authorities  that  companies  of  armed  citizens 
from  various  sections  of  this  State  have  already  arrived,  and  it  is  said 
there  will  soon  be  five  thousand  here  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking 
this  arsenal.  Instructions  are  urgently  and  immediately  asked.  Collis- 
ion seems  inevitable  if  this  arsenal  is  to  be  held. 

JAMES  TOTTEN, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Comma/nding  Fast. 
Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  U,  S,  Army. 
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Little  Eock  Arsenal, 
*  Little  BocTc,  Arh^  February  6,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication 
just  received  from  H.  M.  Eector,  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  this  arsenal  to  the  State  authorities. 

As  I  have  already  written  and  telegraphed  you  for  the  information  of 
the  President,  I  am  perfectly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  admin- 
istration, from  the  want  [of]  instructions  how  to  meet  such  a  crisis  as  at 
present.  If  I  had  positive  orders  to  cover  the  case  in  point  I  should 
obey  them  implicitly ;  but  I  have  nothing  whatever,  within  my  knowl- 
edge, indicative  of  the  course  the  Government  wishes  its  agents  to  pur- 
sue, and  I  am  therefore  left  to  act  as  my  judgment  and  my  honor  as  a 
Federal  officer  dictate  under  the  present  trying  circumstances. 

I  inclose  also  copies  of  certain  resolutions,  passed  by  the  citizens  of 
Little  Eock,  and  of  the  common  council  of  said  city,  explanatory  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  matter  above  referred  to  had  been  brought 
about. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Post 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. 

[Inclosure  A.] 

Executive  Office, 
Little  Boclc,  ArJc.,  February  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  There  is  now  in  this  city  a  considerable  number  of  the  citizens 
of  this  State  who  have  come  here,  under  arms,  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  taking  possession  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal. 

Eeliable  information  has  been  received  that  a  large  force  of  citizens 
are  on  the  march  to  this  place  for  the  same  purpose.  This  movement  is 
prompted  by  the  feeling  that  pervades  the  citizens  of  this  State  that  in 
the  present  emergency  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  in  the  arsenal 
should  be  under  the  control  of  the  State  authorities,  in  order  to  their 
security.  This  movement,  although  not  authorized  by  me,  has  assumed 
such  an  aspect  that  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  the  executive  of  this  State, 
to  interpose  my  official  authority  to  prevent  a  collision  between  the 
people  of  the  State  and  the  Federal  troops  under  your  command. 

I  therefore  demand  in  the  name  of  the  State  the  delivery  of  the  pos- 
session of  .the  arsenal  and  munitions  of  war  under  your  charge  to  the 
State  authorities,  to  be  held  subject  to  the  action  of  the  convention  to 
be  held  on  the  dth  of  March  next.  This  course  is  the  only  one  which  can 
possibly  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood  and  the  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  and  the  Government.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you 
that  the  steps  which  the  citizens  have  seen  fit  to  take  is  not  prompted 
by  any  personal  distrust  of  you,  but  the  jealousy  which  naturally  exists 
towards  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  under  the  present  unhappy 
condition  of  the  country. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  you  by  T.  D.  Merrick,  general  of 
First  Division  of  the  Arkansas  Militia,  who  will  call  on  you  personally, 
accompanied  by  his  staff,  and  who  will  receive  from  you  your  response. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  M.  EECTOE, 

Governor  of  ArJca/nsas, 

Captain  Totten, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Arsenal,  Little  Bock,  Arh 
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[Indorsement.] 

This  is  the  paper  marked  "A." 

HEl!TEY  M.  RECTOE, 

Governor  of  Arlcansas. 
JAMES  TOTTEN, 

Captain^  Second  Artillery, 

[Inclosure  B. ) 

Council  Chamber, 
Little  BoclCj  Arlc.^  February  5,  1861 — 3  o^clock  p.  m. 

Resolved  as  a  sense  of  this  council,  That  if  there  be  auy  impendin.!^ 
danger  or  necessity  which  requires  the  seizure  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at 
this  place,  it  would  become  the  duty  of  the  governor,  as  the  executive 
head  of  the  State,  to  order  such  seizure  to  be  made  by  the  organized  mili- 
tary power  of  the  State. 

But  that  all  unauthorized  attempts  to  seize  the  arsenal  by  persons 
without  orders  from  the  governor  is  an  insult  to  his  station  and  authority, 
and  deserves  the  repreheusion  of  all  our  people,  and  calculated  to  injure 
the  cause  of  States  rights,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  the  governor 
to  interpose  his  authority  to  check  any  such  movements  if  unauthorized 
by  him. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  governor,  and  that  a  committee,  to  consist  of  the  whole 
council,  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  same  committee  to  com- 
municate with  the  leaders  of  such  movement. 

C.  P.  BEETRAI^D, 

Mayor  pro  tern. 

Attest : 

A.  J.  Smith,  City  Recorder. 

[Inclosure  C] 

Council  Chamber, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  February  6,  1861. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  city  council,  held  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  of  this 
day — 

Present:  Charles  P.  Bertrand,  mayor  pro  tem.,  and  Aldermen  Waid, 
Peary,  Tucker,  Watkins,  Henry,  Robins,  and  George — 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  introduced  by  Alderman 
Geo.  C.  Watkins: 

^^  'V\  hereas  an  armed  force  of  about  four  hundred  men  from  difterent 
parts  of  this  State  are  assembled  at  Little  Rock  for  the  purpose  of  seiz- 
ing the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  this  place,  under  the  apprehension  that  the 
arsenal  and  the  arms  and  the  munitions  of  war  stored  therein  may  at  no 
distant  day  be  used  to  the  injury  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  it  is 
reasonably  certain  that  such  force  will  soon  be  increased  to  one  thou- 
sand men,  or  to  five  thousand,  if  necessary  for  th'e  purpose  designed ; 

^'And  whereas  the  governor  of  the  State  has  on  this  day  officially  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  said  movement,  and  has  made  a  demand  in 
the  name  and  by  authority  of  the  State  upon  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  arsenal  to  surrender  the  same  to  the  authorities  of  the  State; 

''And  whereas  the  arsenal  is  so  located  that  any  attack  or  defense  of 
it  would  involve  the  destruction  of  much  of  the  ijroperty  of  private  (dti- 
zens  of  Little  Rock,  and  the  loss  of  many  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  the 
probable  sacrifice  of  the  officers  and  their  command  in  charge  of  the 
arsenal :  Therefore, 
41  R  R 
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^''Resolved,  That  this  council  do  earnestly  deprecate  a  hostile  collision  in 
their  midst  between  the  forces  of  the  State  and  the  United  States  troops 
stationed  at  the  arsenal,  and  hope  that  the  same  may  be  avoided  if  it 
can  possibly  be  done  consistently  with  a  proper  sense  of  duty  and  honor 
on  the  part  of  those  upon  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  a  collision 
and  the  deplorable  consequences  that  would  inevitably  result  from  it. 

<'<•  Resolved  further^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  to 
the  governor  of  the  State,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  arsenal  at  this  place." 
A  true  copy  from  the  record : 
Attest : 
Gordon  W.  Peary, 

Acting  Recorder  pro  tem. 

[Inclosnre  D.] 

"  Whereas  many  good  citizens  of  this  State  have  come  to  Little  Rock 
in  obedience  to  what  they  supposed  to  be  the  orders  of  the  governor,  to 
assist  in  taking  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  this  place;  and  whereas  the  gov- 
ernor disavows  such  orders  as  being  without  his  authority  or  sanction  : 
Therefore, 

^'Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
governor  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  this  movement  or  to  interpose 
his  authority  and  influence  to  prevent  it. 

''Resolved  further.  That  in  case  there  be,  in  opinion  of  the  governor, 
any  danger  or  necessity  for  seizing  the  arsenal,  we  earnestly  recommend 
him,  as  the  only  way  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood,  to  order  the  same 
to  be  done  in  his  official  capacity  and  in  the  name  and  by  authority  of 
the  State,  and  to  that  end  that  he  make  an  official  demand  upon  the 
officers  in  charge  of  the  arsenal  to  surrender  the  same  to  the  State 
authorities. 

"Resolved  further ^  That  in  our  opinion  the  governor,  as  the  executive 
head  of  the  State,  may  rely  upon  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  all 
good  citizens  in  what  he  may  do  by  authority  of  the  State  and  her 
organized  military  power. 

^'The  foregoing  resolutions  were,  this  6th  day  of  February,  1861, 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  mass  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 

"RICH'D  H.  J0H:N^S0I!^, 

"  Chairman. 

"  John  D.  Ejembell,  Secretary P 

Little  Rook,  Ark.,  February  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  for  the  information  of  the 
President  the  originals  of  four  papers  relative  to  my  withdrawal  from 
Little  Rock  Arsenal  with  my  command  on  the  8th  instant. 

I  forwarded  by  mail  copies  of  these  papers  on  the  9th  of  this  month, 
and  now  inclose  the  originals  by  General  S.  H.  Hempstead,  of  Little 
Rock,  a  reliable  gentleman,  who  has  politely  offered  to  deliver  to  you 
any  communication  I  may  wish  to  send. 

For  any  additional  information  concerning  my  retiring  from  Little 
Rock  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  my  letters  of  previous  dates.  I 
shall  also  be  most  happy  to  explain  any  point  relative  to  the  matter 
which  may  not  appear  clear  already  from  my  past  communications. 

I  beg  also  to  refer  the  Adjutant-General  to  the  bearer  of  this.  Gen- 
eral Hempstead,  for  much  information  which  it  did  not  appear  to  me 
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necessary  to  make  known  officially.  I  refer  more  particularly  here  to 
the  rumored  action  taken  by  the  governor  of  Arkansas  to  collect  forces 
at  Little  Eock  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  arsenal,  and  also  to  the 
views  of  his  conduct  and  that  of  his  friends  and  counsellors,  taken  by  the 
city  of  Little  Eock  in  its  public  meetings  and  the  meetings  of  its  council 
very  recently. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  transmittal  of  the  9th  instant  (in- 
closed then),  with  the  copies  of  the  original  papers  now  forwarded. 
[Inclosure  E.] 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  totte:^^, 

CaptaiUj  Second  Artillery. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army. 

I  Inclosure  B.] 

Little  Eock  Arsenal, 
Little  Bock^  ArJc.,  February  6,  1861. 

Sir:  In  the  present  trying  circumstances  by  which  the  undersigned 
finds  himself  surrounded,  as  a  Federal  officer,  he  is  anxious  to  learn 
officially  from  your  excellency,  before  answering  your  demands  for  the 
surrender  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  this  place,  the  following  important 
points,  viz: 

1st.  If  this  arsenal  and  all  the  munitions  of  war  stored  therein  are  left 
intact  as  at  the  hour  of  3  o'clock  p.  m.  to-morrow^  by  the  United  States 
forces  now  in  charge  of  them,  will  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
officially  take  charge  of  said  arsenal  and  munitions  of  war  in  i,he  name 
of  the  United  States  Government,  and  hold  them  in  that  light  until 
future  circumstances  shall  legally  absolve  him  from  the  responsibility  ? 

2d.  If  the  United  States  forces  now  garrisoning  Little  Eock  Arsenal 
evacuate  said  post,  and  leave  the  munitions  of  war  intact  as  at  the 
hour  of  3  o'clock  p.  m.  to-morrow,  will  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas officially  guarantee  to  said  forces  an  unmolested  passage  through 
the  State  in  any  direction  the  officer  commanding  said  troops  may  elect, 
and  guarantee,  moreover,  to  said  forces  the  right  of  carrying  with  them 
an  the  public  and  private  property  they  brought  with  them  to  said  arse- 
nal, all  which  has  been  purchased  for  or  by  them,  and  all  which  has  been 
sent  to  them  since  stationed  at  said  arsenal,  consisting  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  barracks 
and  mess  furniture,  as  also  provisions  and  all  their  individual  or  private 
property. 

3d.  If  the  arsenal  and  munitions  of  war  stored  therein  are  left  intact 
as  at  the  hour  of  3  o'clock  p.  m.  to-morrow,  will  the  governor  of  Arkan- 
sas, in  his  official  capacity,  guarantee  to  the  United  States  forces  now 
in  charge  thereof  the  right  of  marching  away  from  said  place  with  all  the 
honor  due  to  them  as  Federal  officers  and  soldiers  who  do  not  surrender 
their  trust,  but  simply  evacuate  a  post  for  want  of  instructions  from  their 
superiors  in  office,  and  in  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  bringing  on  civil 
war  amoDg  their  fellow-countrymen  1 

Explicit  and  detailed  answers  to  each  and  every  one  of  these  questions 
will  have  great  influence  upon  the  undersigned  in  his  answer  to  the  com- 
munication of  the  governor  of  Arkansas,  which  is  promised  by  3  o'clock 
p.  m.  to-morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  TOTTEI^, 
Captain  J  Second  Artillery^  Commanding  Fast. 

His  ExceUency  Henry  M.  Eeotor,  Oovernor  of  Arkcmsaa, 
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[Inclosure  C] 

Executive  Office, 
Little  Bock  J  ArJc.j  February  7,  1861. 

Capt.  James  Totten,  U.  8.  Army, 

In  charge  of  U.  S,  Arsenal^  Little  llock : 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  6tli  iustant  (yesterday),  propounding 
to  myself  certain  propositions,  explicit  and  detailed  answers  to  which 
would  have  great  influence  upon  you  in  your  answer  promised  the  gov- 
ernor of  Arkansas  by  3  p.  m.  to-day,  was  received  at  about  11  o'clock 
this  morning. 

After  mature  reflection  I  propose  to  accept  your  first,  second,  and 
third  propositions,  with  the  following  understanding :  That  being  in- 
formed your  command  brought  no  caniaon  with  you — so  none  are  to  be 
taken  away.  You  shall  have  a  safe  passage  out  of  the  State  in  any 
direction  you  may  please  with  your  command,  provided,  however,  you 
do  not  station  yourself  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  or  on 
the  borders  thereof. 

Whatever  your  command,  either  of  private  or  public  property,  brought 
with  them  you  will  be  permitted  to  take  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  M.  EECTOE, 

Governor  of  Arkansas, 

[Inclosure  T>.] 

Little  Eock,  Ark.,  Fehrimry  8,  1861. 

Memorandum  this  day  made  and  signed  by  James  Totten,  captain  of  Second 
Artillery,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  Henry  M.  Rector,  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

This  paper,  marked  A,*  signed  by  us,  is  the  demand  made  by  the  gov- 
ernor upon  Captain  Totten  for  the  delivery  of  the  U.  S.  Arsenal  at  this 
place  to  the  State  authorities.  The  pax)er  marked  B,  signed  by  us,  is  a 
copy  of  the  response  of  Captain  Totten  to  that  communication.  The 
paper  marked  C,  signed  by  us,  is  the  response  of  the  governor  accept- 
ing, as  therein  stated,  the  terms  of  the  i^aper  B. 

It  is  further  witnessed,  that  on  this  day,  at  the  hour  of  12  m.,  said 
Captain  Totten,  with  his  (command,  doth  retire  from  said  arsenal,  and 
deliver  the  same,  with  all  its  stores,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  intact, 
to  the  governor  of  Arkansas,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  and  purport  of  said 
l)apers  A,  B,  C.  And  the  said  Capt.  J;nnes  Totten  protests  that  he  has 
thus  acted  because  in  the  x)resence  of  a  greatly  superior  armed  force, 
and  which  he  became  satisfied  would  soon  become  overwiielmi ng  by  re- 
enforcements  in  case  of  resistance,  involving  the  sacrifice  of  his  com- 
mand, without  regard  to  the  probable  loss  of  life  on  the  part  of  the 
assailants;  because  any  defense  of  the  arsenal  in  the  city  of  Little  Eock, 
whether  successful  or  unsuccessful,  would  necessarily  involve,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  the  destruction  of  |)roperty  in  the  city,  and  the 
loss  of  li^'es  of  the  peaceful  citizens  and  families  dwelling  therein ;  be- 
cause, being  without  instructions  from  his  Government,  he  took,  of 
necessity,  the  responsibility  of  doing  what  he  thought  proper  and  best 
under  all  the  circumstances,  desiring  to  avoid  cause  of  civil  war  in  this 
Government,  by  the  first  instance  of  a  hostile  and  bloody  collision,  yet 

*  See  inclosure  A  to  7  /  /  fcm  to  Cooper,  February  6,  p.  640. 
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protesting  for  himself  and  in  the  name  of  his  Government  against  evfmts 
beyond  his  control,  and  which  have  actuated  him  to  this  course. 
(Signed  in  duplicate.) 

HENKY  M.  EECTOE, 
•  Governor  of  Arkansas. 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 
Captain^  Second  Artillery ^  Commanding  Little  Bock  Arsenal. 

[InclosureE.] 

Little  Eock,  Ark.,  February  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  for  the  information  of  the 
President  copies  of  four  distinct  i)apers  relative  to  a  solemn  and  ever-to- 
be-regretted  act  which  has  been  forced  upon  me  through  the  necessities 
of  the  circumstances  surrounding  me.  The  papers  marked  A,  B,  0,  and 
D  explain  the  whole  sad  affair  from  beginning  to  end,  in  connection 
with  information  previously  communicated,  and  comment  on  mj'  part, 
therefore,  seems  unnecessary  at  i)resent.  I  have  been  forced,  as  the 
inclosed  papers  will  show,  to  retire  with  my  command  from  Little  Eock 
Arsenal,  and  yield  my  charge  into  the  hands  of  Henry  M.  Eector,  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  who  has  taken  charge  of  the  same  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States ^  to  hold  it  in  that  light  until  legally  ab- 
solved from  the  trust. 

I  hope  I  have  acted  in  the  whole  matter  in  a  manner  which  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  Federal  authorities.  My  object  throughout  these 
trying  circumstances  has  been  to  avoid  bringing  about  bloodshed  and 
civil  war  in  this  immediate  vicinity  among  peaceable,  law-abiding,  and 
loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  doing  so,  I  sincerely  believe,  in 
the  absence  of  all  instructions,  I  have  only  done  what  appears  to  be  the 
course  indicated  by  the  present  administration  in  its  past  course,  so  far 
as  I  am  informed.  It  gratifies  me  beyond  measure  to  be  able,  on  this 
occasion,  to  bear  honest  testimony  to  the  honorable,  high-toned,  loyal,  and 
law-abiding  action  taken  by  the  great  majority  of  the  most  respectable 
citizens  of  Little  Eock.  From  the  richest  to  the  poorest,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  there  was  but  one  sentiment,  and  that  was  in  opposition  to  the 
course  of  the  governor  and  those  who  counseled  and  aided  him  in  the 
deed  done. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  totte:n^. 

Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  B.  C. 

[Inclosure  F.] 

Orders,  >  Headquarters  Little  Eock  Arsenal, 

]^o.  3.     S  "  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  February  8,  1861. 

The  troops  of  this  command,  consisting  of  Company  F,  Second  Artil- 
lery, and  all  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  Avill  be  pre- 
pared to  move  to-day  from  this  post  to  a  camp  to  be  selected  by  the 
commanding  officer  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver. 

The  command  wiU  depart  as  soon  as  the  necessary  transportation  can 
be  provided. 

By  order  of  Captain  Totten  : 

ST.  CLAIE  DEAEmG, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery,  Post  Adjutant 
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Little  Eock,  Ark.,  February  10, 1861. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  telegram  dated  Washington,  February  9, 1861, 
I  this  morning  answered  by  telegraph  as  follows : 

I  liave  retired  with  my  command  from  Little  Rock  Arsenal,  and  the  governor  of  Ar- 
kansas, in  the  name  of  the  United  Stales,  has  charge  of  all  the  pu]5lic  property,  to  hold  the 
same  until  legally  absolved  from  the  trust.  I  have  reported  particulars  by  mail,  and 
shall  duplicate  them,  and  explain  the  whole  matter  thoroughly.  I  shall  order  and 
proceed  with  my  command  to  Saint  Louis,  where  I  beg  that  orders  may  be  sent  me  for 
my  future  guidance.     - 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOTTEN, 

CaptaiUj  Second  Artillery, 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  TJ,  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  B.  G. 


Orders,  )  Camp  at  Fletcher's  Landing, 

Ko.  6.     }  Vicinity  of  Little  Eodc,  Arlc.,  February  12,  1861. 

This  command,  consisting  of  Company  F,  Second  Artillery,  and  the 
enlisted  men  of  the  Ordnance  Department  formerly  garrisoning  Little 
Eock  Arsenal,  will  embark  to-day  on  the  steamboat  Madora,  and  proceed 
direct  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  report  to  the  general  commanding  the 
Department  of  the  West  for  orders  as  to  its  future  movements. 

JAMES  TOTTEN, 
Gaptainj  Second  Artillery,  Gommanding. 


l!fo.2. 


Report  of  Maj.  Justus  McKinstry,  quartermaster,   U.  S.  Army,  of  the 
seizure  of  U.  S.  ordnance  stores  at  Napoleon,  ArJc. 

Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  12,  1861. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  that  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  Captain  Mont- 
gomery, A.  Q.  M.  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  informing  me  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  ordnance  stores  (list  herewith  inclosed),  shipped  by  me  on 
the  15th  and  21st  ultimo  to  Napoleon,  Ark.,  en  route  for  the  posts  on  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  have  been  seized  by  certain  individuals  pretending  to 
act  for  the  State  of  Arkansas.  As  the  State  in  question  has  passed  no 
act  of  secession,  or  announced  her  withdrawal  from  the  Union,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  orders  be  issued  to  my  agents  at  i^apoleon 
to  take  legal  steps  to  recover  the  stores  lost. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McKmSTEY,  A,  Q,  M. 
Oapt.  S.  Williams,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West. 

Shipment  to  Napoleon,  Ark.,  per  steamboat  Sunshine,  January  15, 
1861: 

Fourteen  boxes,  containing — 

83  saddles ;  166  stirrups ;  83 .  saddle-bags ;  83  girths ;  83  surcingles ; 
83  bridles,  complete. 

Shipment  January  21,  1861,  per  steamboat  South  wester : 
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One  hundred  and  nineteen  boxes  [containing] — 

40,000  .5S  elongated-ball  cartridges,  percussion  j  10,000 .58  rifle-musket 
blank  cartridges,  percussion;  20,000  Sharp's  carbine-ball  cartridges; 
50,000  Colt's  pistol-ball  cartridges,  E.  B. ;  10,000  Colt's  pistol  blank  car- 
tridges. 

J.  McKmSTRY,  A.  Q.  M. 

Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office,  February  12, 1861. 


Ko.  3. 


Reports  of  Capt,  William   W.  Burns,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  8. 
Army,  of  the  seizure  of  subsistence  stores  at  Pine  Bluff,  ArJc, 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  19, 1861. 
[Major  Waggaman.] 

Major  :  Yours  inclosing  invoices  of  stores  is  received.  The  people 
of  Arkansas  are  maddened  by  the  seizure  of  their  arms  in  Cincinnati, 
and  I  am  assured  by  every  one  that  these  stores  will  be  seized.  I  there- 
fore start  to-day  down  the  river  to  meet  them,  hoping  that  I  can  get  on 
the  boat,  and,  l3y  advising  with  the  captain,  avoid  points  and  escape 
excitement.  Please  present  the  case  to  the  general  commanding,  and 
send  me  the  order  of  approval. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BUENS, 

Captain  and  C.  8, 

Napoleon,  Ark.,  April  21, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  received  an  invoice  of  stores  (year's  supply)  from  Major 
Waggaman  on  the  18th,  and  fearing,  from  information  on  the  river,  that 
some  unauthorized  person  mi^ht  interfere  with  them,  I  came  down  to 
meet  them.  On  arriving  at  Little  Eock  I  found  military  preparations 
made  to  intercept  all  boats  loaded  with  U.  S.  stores.  The  steamboat 
Sky  Lark  had  just  passed,  after  having  been  boarded  and  the  U.  S. 
stores  taken  from  her  at  Pine  Bluff.  I  learned  (from  the  paper  and 
otherwise)  that  the  Silver  Lake,  ]^o.  2,  would  be  seized  if  not  taken  at 
Pine  Bluff  (cannon  were  stationed  for  that  purpose  and  cannoneers 
ready).  I  called  upon  some  prominent  citizens,  heretofore  Union  men, 
who  advised  me  to  see  the  governor.  I  called,  but  did  not  find  his 
excellency  at  home.  I  very  soon  discovered  that  the  revolution  was 
general.  Troops  were  enrolling  to  march  on  Fort  Smith.  The  steam- 
boat I  came  down  on  was  chartered.  When  I  arrived  at  Pine  Bluff  I 
found  the  Silver  Lake,  ]S"o.  2,  tied  up  and  strongly  guarded.  The  crew 
had  left,  the  stores  were  placed  in  different  houses  in  town,  and  the 
steamboat  was  to  transport  troops  to  Fort  Smith. 

I  learned  from  Mr.  Bell,  the  agent  (I  believe)  of  the  governor,  that  he 
had  instructions  to  cause  the  stores  to  be  sent  to  Little  Eock,  part  of 
them  to  be  used  in  the  expedition  to  Fort  Smith,  for  which  5,000  troops 
were  called  out. 

I  am  on  my  way  to  Saint  Louis  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  department,  and  advise,  in  concurrence  with  Colonel  Emory,  that 
stores  be  sent  at  once  from  Leavenworth,  via  Forts  Scott  and  Gibson, 
to  Washita. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BTJEN^S, 

Captain  and  C.  S, 

CoL  Jos.  P.  Taylor,  A,  C.  G,  8.,  Washington,  JD,  C. 
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Ko.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Emory ^  First  U.  8:  Cavalry,  of  the  aban- 
donment of  Forts  ArhucMe,  Cohh,  and  Washifaj  Ind.  T. 

« 
Headquarters  Troops  in  the  Indian  Country, 

West  of  the  Arlcansas  River ,  May  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  the  instructions  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  dated  April  17,*  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Averell,  of  the  Eifles, 
two  days^  march  from  Washita. 

The  seizure  of  supplies  for  this  command,  which  I  suppose  was 
known  sooner  at  Washington  than  it  was  to  me ;  the  known  fact  that 
it  was  only  supj)lied  to  the  31st  of  May,  and  the  failure  of  the  command 
at  Arbuckle  and  Cobb  to  concentrate  as  directed,  caused  me  to  antici- 
pate the  instructions  of  the  General-in-Chief,  so  far  as  withdrawing  the 
troops  from  Washita  in  the  direction  of  Arbuckle  and  Cobb. 

The  day  after  I  left  Washita  [April  lOj  the  Texans  occupied  that 
place  in  force.  The  troops  at  Arbuckle  and  two  companies  from  Cobb 
joined  me  live  miles  from  Arbuckle,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Washita 
River,  May  3.  I  then  marched  to  relieve  Cobb,  taking  the  road  which 
lies  on  the  open  prairie  to  the  north  of  the  Washita  Eiver,  so  as  to 
render  the  cavalry  available. 

On  the  5th,  tincling  myself  followed,  I  halted,  and  sent  Captain  Stur- 
gis  with  his  company  and  Lieutenant  Averell  to  the  rear,  to  bring  into 
my  camp  the  advance  guard  of  the  pursuing  forces,  whichihe  did  hap- 
r)ily  without  having  to  shed  blood.  The  same  day  Arbuckle  was  occu- 
l)ied  by  a  large  force  of  white  people  from  Texas.  (See  letter  of  Sergeant 
Campbell.)  [Eex)ort  No.  11.]  The  next  morning  the  above-mentioned 
guaid,  mostly  composed  of  gentlemen  acting  under  erroneous  impres- 
sions, retraced  its  steps,  and  I  followed  my  course  to  relieve  the  com- 
mand at  Cobb,  for  the  safety  of  which  I  had  reasons  to  entertain 
serious  apprehensions,  and  which  I  had  ordered  to  meet  me. 

On  the  9th  I  found  the  command  from  Cobb  (two  companies  of  foot) 
thirty-five  miles  northeast  of  that  post,  and  on  the  same  day  I  took  the 
most  direct  course  to  Leavenworth  that  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
})ermit.  I  am  now  in  Kansas,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas  Eiver, 
with  the  whole  command — eleven  companies,  750  lighting  men,  150 
Avomen,  children,  teamsters,  aud  other  non-combatants.  Nothing  has 
been  left  behind  but  what  would  have  been  left  in  time  of  peace.  Con- 
tracts were  made  to  bring  such  stores  as  were  left  and  were  worth 
transporting  (chiefly  clothing  of  soldiers  and  officers'  baggage),  but  I 
understand  the  clothing  has  been  seized.  If  this  be  the  fact,  these 
soldiers,  who  have  not  mixed  in  the  politics  of  thecountrj^,  who  stand  to 
their  colors,  and  do  their  duty  faithfully,  should  be  reimbursed. 
/  It  is  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  unworthy  conduct  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Chickasaw  Kation,  wiiich  country,  I  apprehend,  he  too 
faithfully  represents.  He  busily  joined  in  an  attempt  to  disarm  and 
disgrace  the  soldiers,  whose  only  occupation  for  years  past  was  to  defend 
the  rights  and  property  of  the  people  he  represents  and  who  were,  to 
my  own  knowledge,  invited  by  the  agent  and  representatives  of  this 
people  to  re-enforce  Fort  Washita. 

There  is  no  money  with  this  command,  which  has  been  a  source  of 
great  embarrassment ;  and  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  estimates,  and 
request  that  funds  be  immediately  sent,  to  enable  me  to  discharge  use- 

*See  Townsend  to  Emory,  of  that  date,  in  "Correspondence  and  Orders,  etc.,"  p. 
667. 
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less  persons  I  have  been  compelled  to  bring  along,  and  also  to  pay  off 
the  faitliful  Delaware  guides. 

Of  the  three  staff  officers  stationed  at  Fort  Smith,  and  who,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, had  possession  of  the  funds,  if  there  were  any  in  this  country, 
Paymaster  Brown  is  the  only  one  who  shared  the  fortunes  of  the  troops, 
but  he  joined  the  command  without  a  dollar. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  First  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^ 

Headquarters  Army^  Wasliington^  JD.  C. 

Headquartehs  Troops  from  Texas  Frontier, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  May  31 ,  1861. 

I  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  turned  over  the  command  to  Major 
Sacket  in  good  condition;  not  a  man,  an  animal,  an  arm,  or  wagon  has 
been  lost  except  two  deserters. 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Late  Lieutenant' Colonel  First  Cavalry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


1^0.  5. 
Report  of  Nathaniel  Grant  of  the  seizure  of  U,  8.  Arsenal  at  Liberty^  Mo. 

Missouri  Depot,  Sunday^  April  21, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  embrace  the  first  opi^ortunity  to  inform  you  that  the  depot 
was  taken  yesterday  about  10  o'clock  by  a  body  of  armed  men  from 
this  and  the  adjacent  counties.  While  I  am  writing  the  depot  yard 
and  grounds  are  filled  with  men,  who  are  rapidly  removing  the  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores  from  the  post.  Having  no  means  of  resistance, 
my  protest  against  the  forcible  and  unlawful  seizure  of  the  public  prop- 
erty was  of  no  avail,  and  I  was  informed  that  all  the  military  stores 
would  be  taken. 

I  send  this  to  Saint  Louis  by  boat  to  be  mailed,  and  so  soon  as  it  can 
be  done  a  detailed  report  of  ail  the  facts,  so  far  as  they  can  be  ascer- 
tained, will  be  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATHANIEL  GRAKT, 

Ln  charge  of  Depot. 
Col.  H.  K.  Craio, 

Chief  of  Ordnance.,  Washington  City. 


:sro.  6. 

Report  of  Benjamin  Farrar  of  the  seizure  of  JJ.  S.  Arsenal  at  Liberty,  Mo. 

East  Saint  Louis,  Mo., 

April  21,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Liberty  Arsenal,  in  Missouri,  was  taken  possession  of  by  secessionists 
yesterday,  and  1,500  arms  and  a  few  caimou  distributed  to  citizens  of 
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Clay  County.    The  Missouri  Biver  is  blockaded  at  Independence.    All 
quiet  here  at  present. 

BEI^JAMIN  FAEEAE. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Maj,  Richard  G.  Gatlin,  Fifth  U.  S,  Infantry ^  of  the  seizure  of 

Fort  Smithy  Ark. 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  24, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  body  of  troops  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  under  the  command  of  Col.  S.  Borland,  entered  and 
took  possession  of  the  post  of  Fort  Smith  last  night,  Captain  Sturgis, 
of  the  First  Cavalry,  having  evacuated  it  but  a  few  hours  previous.  Be- 
ing on  a  visit  at  the  post  at  the  time,  I  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  by 
the  authority  of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State,  but  permitted 
to  go  at  large  upon  giving  my  parole  not  to  fight  against  the  State  of 
Arkansas  or  the  Southern  Confederated  States  during  the  pending  diffi- 
culties between  the  latter  and  the  United  States,  unless  exchanged. 

In  a  conversation  with  Colonel  Borland  to-day  I  am  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  governor  is  acting  as  though  the  State  had  already  se- 
ceded 5  that  last  act  in  the  drama  being  onlj^  a  question  of  a  few  days^ 
time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  GATLFNT, 

Major y  Fifth  Infantry, 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Maj.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  Fourth  U,  S.  Cavalry,  of  the  seizure  of 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc. 

Camp  on  Walnut  Creek,  Kans.,  May  21, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  which  has  occurred  since 
leaving  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  to  inform  you  that  I  evacuated  that  post  at 
9  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  23d  ultimo,  and  marched  with  my  command  for 
Fort  Washita,  where  we  arrived  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  reported  for 
duty  to  Col.  W.  H.  Emory,  First  Cavalry.  All  the  available  trans- 
portation at  the  post,  amounting  to  some  twenty  wagons  and  teams, 
was  taken  along.  The  ordnance  sergeant,  hospital  steward,  chief  bugler, 
sick,  and  laundresses  were  left  at  the  post,  to  be  shipped  to  Jefferson 
Barracks  by  Capt.  A.  Montgomery,  A.  Q.  M. 

The  causes  which  induced  me  to  evacuate  the  post  I  presume  are 
known  to  the  department  commander  from  general  notoriety.  After 
the  supplies  were  cut  off  by  the  State  of  Arkansas  the  post,  of  course, 
became  untenable,  and  we  could  have  occupied  it  in  any  case  but  a 
few  more  days.  One  hour  after  we  left,  two  boats  arrived  with  three 
hundred  men  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  To  have  contended  against 
this  force  with  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  that,  too,  while  the  entire 
population  of  the  surrounding  country  were  ready  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing to  take  up  arms  against  us,  could  only  have  resulted  eventually  in 
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our  being  taken  prisoners  and  the  loss  to  the  Government  of  all  the 
arms,  horses,  means  of  transportation,  &c.,  at  the  post. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  b.  STURGIS, 
Captain^  First  Cavalry. 
Capt.  S.  Williams,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


i;ro.  9. 


Report  of  Capt.  Alexander  Montgomery ,  assistant  quartermaster,  TJ.  S. 
Army,  of  the  seizure  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  April  24, 1861. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  companies  of  cavalry 
under  command  of  Captain  Sturgis,  First  Cavalry,  withdrew  from  this 
post  yesterday  evening  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Washita. 
I  inclose  a  copy  of  an  order  he  issued  immediately  before  leaving,  direct- 
ing the  entire  evacuation  of  the  post. 

About  two  hours  after  his  departure  a  body  of  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Solon  Borland,  aide-de  camp  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  accompanied  by  the  adjutant- general  of  the 
State,  arrived  in  steamers  and  took  possession  of  the  post,  making  me  a 
prisoner  of  war,  under  authority  and  by  direction  of  the  governor  of  the 
State.  Maj.  R.  C.  Gatlin,  Fifth  Infantry,  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
garrison  at  the  time  on  a  visit,  was  also  made  prisoner  of  war.  On  giv- 
ing our  parole  that  we  would  not  fight  against  the  State  of  Arkansas  or 
the  Southern  Confederate  States  during  the  existing  diificulties  between 
the  latter  and  the  United  States,  unless  exchanged,  we  were  permitted 
to  go  at  large.  The  force  under  Colonel  Borland  consisted  of  235  men, 
rank  and  file,  with  battery  of  artillery.  Colonel  Borland  demanded  and 
has  taken  possession  of  all  the  public  property  at  the  post  and  in  its 
vicinity,  inventories  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  bureau. 

For  the  information  of  the  friends  of  the  parties.  I  beg  leave  to  state, 
that  Major  Brown,  paymaster,  and  Captain  Burns,  C.  S.,  were  absent 
from  the  post  at  the  time  of  its  evacuation.  Major  Brown,  returning 
from  Fort  Arbuekle,  received  information  at  ScuUyville  that  I  had  been 
made  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  immediately  turned  back  and  joined  Captain 
Sturgis'  command.  Captain  Burns  had  gone  down  the  river  to  look  after 
certain  subsistence  stores,  which  it  was  feared  would  be  seized  by  the 
State  authorities. 

The  movement  of  Captain  Sturgis  was  necessitated  by  the  limited 
supply  of  provisions  on  hand  and  the  intelligence  received  a  short  time 
before  he  left  that  all  the  public  stores  on  the  river  in  transit  to  this 
post  had  been  detained  or  captured  by  the  State  authorities.  He 
was  also  aware  that  the  governor  of  the  State  had  dispatched  a  force, 
with  artillery,  to  demand  possession  of  the  post,  and  possibly  to  capture 
his  arms  and  horses.  It  was  not  expected  that  any  orders  had  been 
given  to  make  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MONTGOMERY, 
Captain  and  Q.  M.,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Capt.  Seth  Williams,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West,  Saint  Louis,  Mo, 
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[Iiicloauro.] 

Orders,  I  Headquarters,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas, 

I^o.  — .    j  April  22,  1861. 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  troops  are  withdrawn  from  this  post, 
Capt.  A.  Montgomery,  quartermaster,  will  repair  to  Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
and  report  to  the  department  commander,  taking  with  him  the  ordnance 
sergeant,  hospital  steward,  chief  bugler,  and  all  the  laundresses,  so  that 
the  post  will  be  entirely  evacuated. 

S.  D.  STUEGIS, 
Captain^  First  Cavalry^  Commanding. 


Kg.  10. 


Report  of  Capt.  Langdon  C.  JEaston,  assistant  quartermaster^  U.  ^\  Army, 
of  the  seizure  of  TJ.  S.  ordnance  stores  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Kansas,  May  4, 1861. 

The  storehouse  at  this  place  was  forcibly  entered  last  night,  at  half- 
past  1  o'clock,  by  about  fifty  armed  men,  who  carried  oft'  one  hundred 
and  two  carbines,  thirty- seven  muskets,  nine  pistols,  eighty-six  sabers, 
and  thirty -four  thousand  cartridges. 

L.  C.  EASTON,  A.  Q.  M. 

Capt.  S.  WiiuTiiAMS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  11. 


Report  of  Sergt.  Charles  A.  Campbell,  Company  E,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  of 
the  occupation  of  Fort  ArhucMe,  Ind.  T.,  by  Texas  troops. 

Fort  Arbuckle,  C.  N.,  May  5,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  regret  to  report  that  this  post  was  this  morning  taken 
possession  of  by  a  portion  of  a  large  force  of  Texans,  who  are  marching 
in  the  rear  of  your  column  (report  says  two  thousand  men).  The  officer 
commanding  demanded  me  to  give  up  to  him,  in  the  name  of  the  South- 
ern Confederacy,  the  whole  of  Qie  United  States  property  in  my  charge, 
which  I  complied  with,  as  I  could  ofter  no  resistance,  my  command  being 
disarmed  previous  to  leaving  their  companies.  He  has  promised  to 
myself  and  command  a  safe  passage  with  our  families  and  private  prop- 
erty from  further  molestation  until  we  get  to  Fort  Leavenworth.  Only 
for  the  interference  of  Mr.  Myers  he  would  have  made  us  prisoners  of 
war.  I  hope  the  colonel  will  order  Mr.  Myers,  the  contractor,  to  convey 
my  command  and  our  .families  to  our  destination  as  soon  as  he  can  get 
his  train  together,  and  also  furnish  us  with  rations  when  the  quantity 
we  have  now  in  j)ossession  gives  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  A.  CAMPBELL, 
First  Sergeant,  Company  E,  First  Infantry. 

Colonel  Emory,  Commanding  Troops  in  the  Field. 
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Ko.  12. 

Report  of  Capt.  /S'.  T.  Benning^  Texas  Troops^  of  the  abandonment  of  the 

U.  S.  posts  in  the  Indian  Territory, 

BoNHAM,  May  14,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  hereby  inclose  an  inventory  of  all  the  goods  and  prop- 
erty found  and  taken  at  Fort  Arbuckle,  all  of  which  I  turned  over  to  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  by  order  of  William  C.  Young,  who  is  State  regi- 
mental colonel.  Said  Indians  are  at  present  taking  care  of  said  post 
and  all  property  therein  contained.  The  United  States  Government 
troops  under  Emory  had  abandoned  said  fort  a  few  days  previous  to  my 
entering  and  taking  command  of  the  same.  I  am  solicitous  that  you 
send  me  a  captain's  commission  to  occupy  said  post  as  one  of  the  posts 
belonging  to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  I  have  a  company  of  cavalry 
in  readiness  for  that  post  or  any  other  that  it  may  i)lease  your  honor  to 
assign  us.  Fort  Washita  and  Fort  Cobb,  both  being  situated  in  the 
Cliickasaw  I^ation,  were  also  abandoned,  leaving  considerable  property 
in  each. 

Colonel  Young  has  formed  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Eeserve  Indians, 
conditioned  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  feed  and  protect  them,  as 
heretofore  done  by  the  United  States  Government  at  a  very  heavy  ex- 
pense, and  that,  too,  without  the  approval  of  but  very  few  of  the  people 
in  this  State.  It  is  considered  by  the  sovereigns  here  as  a  worse  than 
needless  expense. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain,  with  respect,  yours,  &c., 
'^  ^  ^  ■  •'.  ^  V'^  .     S-  T.  BEik"]S'ING, 

V  Captain  of  Fannin  County  Company, 

Hon.  L.  Pope  Walker. 


CORKESPONDENCE  AND  ORDERS  RELATING  TO  EVENTS 
IN  ARKANSAS,  THE  INDIAN  TERRITORY,  AND  MISSOURI 
FROM  FEBRUARY  7  TO  MAY  9,  1861. 

XTisriois^  coR-R,E:si?oisri>E:nN"gE:,   etc. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  February  13,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Harney,  Commanding  Department  of  the  West : 

Sir  :  The  following  dispatch  was  sent  you  by  telegraph  to-day : 

Have  you  in  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  troops  enough  to  defend  it  ?    Ought  you  not 
to  send  up  all  the  men  from  Jefierson  Barracks  ? 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

The  General-iu-Ohief  desires  to  strengthen  that  dispatch  by  calling 
your  attention  to  these  considerations:  That  it  is  best  to  move  in 
advance  of  excitement;  that  it  is  possible,  when  an  emergency  arises, 
re-enforcements  may  be  cut  off,  and  that  all  the  force  may  now  be  use- 
fully employed  at  Avork  in  adding  to  the  defenses  of  the  arsenal. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  LAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  February  13,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  S.  Harney, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West^  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  :  The  General-in-Ghief  directs  that  you  give  orders  for  the 
immediate  abandonment  of  Fort  Smith  by  calling  the  garrison  to  Fort 
Leavenworth.  The  troops  will  bring  with  them  as  much  of  the  public 
property  as  the  means  of  transportation  will  permit,  excepting  any  sur- 
plus subsistence  stores,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  nearest  post  in  the 
Indian  country  west  of  Arkansas. 

As  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  have  seized  the  public 
property,  it  will  not  be  safe  to  send  supplies  of  any  description  up  the 
Arkansas  Eiver,  and  all  the  posts  in  the  southern  part  of  your  depart- 
ment must  therefore  be  supplied  via  Fort  Scott  from  Saint  Louis  or  Fort 
Leavenworth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  19,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  Thomas,  Assist.  Adj.  Gen., 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the 
neadquarters  of  the  Army  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lay,  aide-de-camp, 
dated  the  13th  instant,  in  which  my  attention  is  called  to  the  subject  of 
the  defense  of  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal. 

The  considerations  presented  in  that  communication  have  not  been 
overlooked  by  me,  but  believing  from  all  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  gather  (and  I  have  been  favored  with  the  advice  of  persons  whose 
judgment  I  have  considered  as  perfectly  reliable)  that  the  apprehensions 
which  have  been  entertained  of  a  demonstration  against  the  Saint  Louis 
Arsenal  have  not  been  well  founded,  and  that  such  an  attempt  has  not 
been  at  any  time  seriously  contemplated,  it  has  not  appeared  to  me 
that  the  safety  of  the  arsenal  required  that  I  should  call  up  any  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  troops  from  Jefferson  Barracks.  Moreover,  the 
secession  party  is  in  a  depided  minority  in  Saint  Louis,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  in  the  event  of  a  movement  from  any  quarter 
upon  the  arsenal  its  garrison  would  be  promptly  succored  by  an  over- 
whelming force  from  the  city.  At  any  rate  such  is  the  prevailing  opin- 
ion in  the  community,  and  in  the  existence  of  the  sentiment  may,  it  is 
thought,  be  found  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  belief  that  the  arsenal  is 
not  at  this  time  in  danger. 

The  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  is,  however,  being  put  in  as  complete  a  de- 
fensive condition  as  possible.  Major  Hagner,  in  whose  judgment  I  have 
the  most  entire  confidence,  advised  me,  even  before  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Lyon's  company,  of  the  Second  Infantry,  that  he  considered  himself 
strong  enough  to  defend  his  position  successfully.  He  has  recently,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  General-in-Chief,  been  re-enforced  by  some 
three  hundred  recruits  from  Jefferson  Barracks,  and  his  command  now 
numbers  nine  officers  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-four  men. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  HAEKEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
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Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  February  21, 1861. 
Col.  H.  K.  OnAiG,  Chief  of  Ordnance^  Washington : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  information  that  since 
my  report  of  the  7th  instant  the  following  additional  troops  have  been 
joined  to  my  command  : 

February  16,  three  officers  and  two  hundred  men ,  February  19,  one 
officer  and  one  hundred  and  one  men.  Our  aggregate  this  morning  is 
four  hundred  and  eighty  eight. 

I  have  thrown  up  field  works  on  all  sides  of  our  main  cluster  of  build- 
ings, and  provided  them  with  guns  commanding  the  interior  faces  of 
our  inclosing  wall  and  all  approaches  to  the  main  square.  We  are  per- 
fectly secure,  therefore,  against  any  infantry  attack  and  watchful  agaiust 
surprise. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  small-pox  and  measles  have  appeared 
within  the  last  forty-eight  hours,  and  a  few  cases  have  developed;  but 
I  have  opened  a  separate  hospital  in  the  laboratory  buildings  for  such 
cases,  and  have  authority  from  the  general  commanding  the  department 
to  send  patients  to  Jefferson  Barracks  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 
The  cases  were  brought  here. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  force  and  the  few  conveniences  for  them 
upon  their  arrival,  I  think  they  are  well  cared  for,  and  all  essentials  for 
health  and  comfort  provided.  The  arrangements  made  still  permit  all 
the  arsenal  duties  to  proceed  regularly  without  inconvenience  to  the 
shop  work  in  hand.* 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Y.  HAGIS^ER, 
Brevet  Major ^  Commanding. 


[February  22, 1861.) 
To  the  Secretary  of  War,  City  of  Washington,  B.  (7.  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Arkansas,  learn  with  deep  regret  that 
the  post  of  Fort  Smith  is  to  be  abandoned  by  the  General  Government. 
It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  this  order  has  been  determined  upon  in  conse- 
quence of  the  actions  of  a  mob  in  Little  Rock  and  the  unfortunate  course 
of  the  governor  in  demanding  from  the  United  States  officer  the  arsenal. 

The  late  decision  of  the  people  at  the  ballot-box  has  proved  beyond 
question  the  almost  unanimous  voice  in  the  counties  adjoining  Fort 
Smith  for  Union  as  against  violence,  mob  law,  and  secession.  We, 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  the  whole  people,  ask  a  suspension 
of  this  movement  until  the  decision  of  the  State  by  its  convention  is 
known.  * 

GEO.  BUDDY  et  ah. 

At  a  mass  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Fort  Smith,  county  of  Sebas- 
tian, State  of  Arkansas,  7  p.  m.  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1861, 
Francis  H.  Wolfe  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  James  M.  Ward  nomi- 
nated and  elected  as  secretary  of  said  meeting.  On  motion,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  above  heading  be  adopted  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting. 
On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  the  secretary  of  this  meeting  be  re- 
quested to  forward  this  petition  to  the  Secretarv  of  War  at  Washington, 
D.  C. 

FRANCIS  H.  WOLFE,  Chairman. 
JAMES  M.  WARD,  Secretary. 

*  Some  matter  of  detail  here  omitted. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  February  22,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Harney, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West,  Saint  Louis ^  Mo. : 

Stop  the  marcli  of  the  troops  from  Fort  Smith. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington  City,  March  11, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  :  Our  friends  in  Saint  Louis  desire  that  Captain  Lyon  may 
have  the  command  of  the  troops  at  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  and  be 
charged  with  its  defense,  and  that  Major  Hagner  be  required  simply  to 
take  charge  of  the  Ordnance  Department.  Captain  Lyon  ranks  Major 
Hagner,  and  would  have  command  of  the  troops  except  for  the  fact  that 
Major  Hagner  is  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank.  I  ask 
in  behalf  of  our  friends  that  this  assignment  may  be  rescinded  and  the 
command  of  the  troops  given  to  Captain  Lyon. 
EespectfuUy, 

FEAKK  P.  BLAIK. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  March  18,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Emory, 

First  Cavalry^  City  &f  Washington^  J).  C.  : 

Sir:  Instead  of  taking  post  at  Fort  Cobb,  as  directed  in  Special 
Orders,  No.  40,  of  the  13th  instant,  the  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you 
repair  without  delay  to  Fort  Washita,  and  that  you  give  orders  to 
Lieutenant  Colburn,  the  adjutant.  First  Cavalry,  to  proceed  to  the  same 
post  with  the  regimental  staff,  band,  and  records. 

The  general  further  directs  that  you  give  orders  for  concentrating  the 
troops  now  at  Forts  Cobb,  Arbuckle,  and  Washita  at  or  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  latter  post,  unless,  in  your  judgment,  the  safety  of  the  troops  and 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  demand  a  diflerent  disposition. 

The  interests  of  the  United  States  are  paramount  to  those  of  the 
friendly  Indians  on  the  reservation  near  Fort  Cobb,  but  good  faith 
requires  that  notice  shall  be  given  them  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops, 
that  they  may  have  a  chance  to  move  temporarily  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
posts  to  be  occupied,  for  the  purpose  of  protection  against  wanton  attack 
from  any  quarter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOW^NSEI^fD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis^  Mo.,  March  19,  1861. 

Capt.  Alexander  Montgomery, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Fort  Smith.  Arlc. : 
Send  the  following  by  express  to  the  commanders  of  Forts  Washita, 
Arbuckle,  and  Cobb,  and  acknowledge  by  telegrapli  this  dispatch : 

The  company  of  the  First  Infantry  at  Fort  Arbuckle  will  forthwith  proceed  to  Fort 
Washita. 
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The  commander  of  Fort  Cobb  will  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  abandon- 
ment of  that  post,  and  hold  his  command  in  readiness  i'ov  a  prompt  movement. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Harney : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  March  19,  1861. 
Col.  L.  ThomI^s,  Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Army^  Washington  City: 

Colonel:  I  received  to-day  through  the  department  headquarters 
Special  Orders,  No.  74,  from  your  office,  assigning  the  command  of  the 
troops  and  defenses  at  this  post  to  Capt.  N.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry.* 
This  order  I  am  informed  has  not  been  accompanied  by  any  explanation, 
but  I  have  since  received  from  the  department  headquarters  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  sent  to  Captain  Lyon,  directing  him  ^^not  to  regard  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Ordnance  Department  as  forming  a  part  of  his 
command." 

Having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  arsenal,  by  telegraphic 
orders,  at  a  moment  of  great  excitement  and  anxiety  for  its  safety,  and 
every  requirement  of  the  law  having  been  fulfilled  to  enable  me  to  exercise 
command  over  troops  of  the  line  stationed  here  at  the  time  of  my  arrival, 
and  subsequently  confirmed  in  the  command  (after  Captain  Lyon's  ar- 
rival) by  the  terms  of  your  telegraphic  dispatch,  dated  February  11, 
1861,  stating  "the  command  of  the  mixed  troops  belongs  to  Major  Hag- 
ner,"  I  need  not  tell  you  with  what  surprise  this  order  was  received. 
As  it  comes  after  all  excitement  in  this  (community  has  been  allayed ; 
after  all  the  necessary  defenses  for  the  arsenal  have  been  long  since  ar- 
ranged and  comjileted  by  me  in  a  manner  so  imposing  as  to  impress  all 
visitors  with  the  conviction  of  our  thorough  preparation  against  illegal 
attempts,  and  without  one  word  of  explanation  to  save  the  pride  of  a 
soldier  of  twenty-five  years'  active  service  from  the  reproach  implied  by 
being  displaced  by  a  junior  in  years,  in  length  of  service,  and  in  Armj^ 
rank  in  the  command  of  the  defenses  of  his  post,  you  cannot  doubt,  sir, 
that  the  surprise  is  accompanied  by  great  mortification. 

If  the  command  of  mixed  troops  belonged  to  Major  Hagner  on  the  11th 
of  February,  and  any  course  of  argument  has  since  proven  to  the  satis- 
faction of  those  in  authority  that  that  command  no  longer  belongs  to 
him,  I  appeal  to  the  high  sense  of  justice  of  the  General-in-Chief,  to  his 
own  well- deserved  and  well-known  soldier's  pride,  whether  it  was  not 
due  to  me  that  that  fact  should  be  stated  in  orders  if  it  induced  my  dis- 
placement. Had  any  personal  impeachment  been  urged,  ought  not  my 
long  service  and  hitherto  good  standing  in  my  profession  have  secured 
me  a  hearing  before  condemnation  '^.  Should  it  now  be  that  my  relatives 
and  friends,  in  and  out  of  the  Army,  should  be  left  to  dread  that  one 
who  has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  received  the  praise  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  has  now  done  something  or  omitted  to  do  something  forfeit- 
ing his  good  opinion  for  competency  in  the  performance  of  a  trust  com- 
mitted to  him '?  May  I  not  hope,  therefore,  that  some  explanatory  state- 
ment shall  be  published  in  this  case  ? 

I  have  been  informed  by  Captain  Lyon  to-day  that  he  has  used  efforts 
or  made  application  to  obtain  this  command  from  me.  What  kind  they 
have  been  1  do  not  know,  but  as  no  communication  has  i)assed  through 
his  commanding  officer,  as  prescribed  by  Army  Kegulations,  and  no  pre- 
vious whisper  of  the  use  or  contemplated  use  of  such  efforts  has  reached 

*  See  inclosure  to  Harney  to  lliomas,  March  20,  1861,  p.  658. 
42  R  B 
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my  ears,  1  have  been  deprived  of  the  legal  right  and  of  the  authorized 
benefit  of  an  answering  argument  to  any  he  may  have  made.  This  in- 
justice to  me,  I  am  sure,  canuot  receive  the  sanction  of  the  General-in- 
Ohief  5  and  I  confidently  appeal  to  him  for  such  action  in  the  case  as  may 
secure  me  my  full  rights,  as  intended  by  law  and  regulation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Y.  HAGNEE, 
Brevet  Major ^  Commander  of  Arsenal, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis ^  Mo.,  March  20,  1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army^  Washington,  B.  G. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  paragraph  1, 
Special  Orders,  I^o.  74,  of  the  13th  instant,  from  the  Adjutant- General's 
Office,  assigning  Oapt.  ]S^.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  and  defenses  at  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  and  to  inclose  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  I  have  given  with  respect  to  that  assignment.  I  trust 
the  interpretation  I  have  placed  upon  the  order  is  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  the  War  Department  upon  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  HAENBY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

flnclosures.l 

Special  Orders,  ^  War  Department, 

lNT-General's  Off 
Washington,  March  13,  1861. 


Ko.  74.  (    '  Adjutant-General's  Office, 


I.  Oapt.  !N.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  the  senior  officer  (f£  the  line  pres- 
ent and  on  duty  at  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Mo.,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  and  defenses  at  that  post. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  13,  1861. 
Capt.  N.  Lyon, 

Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Troops  at  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Mo.  : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  address  you  as  fol- 
lows respecting  the  inter j)retation  to  be  put  upon  paragraph  1  of  Special 
Orders,  ISTo.  74,  of  the  13th  instant,  from  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office, 
assigning  you  to  the  command  of  the  troops  and  defenses  at  the  Saint 
Louis  Arsenal,  with  a  copy  of  which  you  have  been  furnished : 

It  is  not  supposed  that  in  issuing  that  order  the  Secretary  of  War 
designed  you  should  exercise  any  control  over  the  operations  of  the 
Ordnance  Department,  and  you  will  not,  therefore,  regard  the  officers 
and  men  of  that  branch^  of  the  service  stationed  at  the  arsenal  as  form- 
ing a  portion  of  your  command. 

The  arrangements  heretofore  made  for  the  acjcoiumodation  of  tlie  tioops 
at  the  arsenal  and  for  the  defense  of  the  place  will  not  be  disturbed 
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without  the  sanction  of  the  commanding  general,  to  whom  you  will  pre- 
sent any  considerations  touching  those  subjects  you  may  think  worthy 
of  adoption. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  March  21,  1861, 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Emory,  First  Cavalry^  Washington^  JD.  G.  : 

Sir  :  The  general  does  not  think  proper  to  give  more  specific  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  the  posts  in  Arkansas.  He  had  a  conference  with 
Senator  Mitchell  the  19th  instant,  and,  in  deference  to  his  opinion,  agrees 
that  a  company  may  be  kept  at  Fort  Cobb,  but  prefers  to  leave  the 
question  to  the  discretion  given  you  in  instructions  of  the  18th  instant. 
In  regard  to  the  questions  asked  by  you  the  other  day,  the  general 
says :  "  If  asked  by  the  commander  of  Fort  Smith  for  aid  in  guarding  the 
post  and  depot,  give  it.  If  the  State  secedes,  march  all  the  troops  beyond 
its  limits.'' 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  March  27 j  1861. 
[Secretary  of  War:] 

The  letter  of  Hon.  Charles  B.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Arkansas, 
dated  the  17th instant,  in  relation  to  the  military  posts  in  Arkansas,  having 
been  submitted  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott,  he  has  the  honor  to  report, 
speaking  not  from  documentary  information  but  rather  from  oral  testi- 
mony, as  follows: 

Fort  Smith  is  an  old  established  post,  from  which  the  troops  had  been 
for  a  time  withdrav^  n,  but  which  has  been  lately  used  as  a  depot  to  sup- 
ply the  advanced  posts  soon  to  be  named. 

The  honorable  Senator  proposes  that  the  troops  at  Fort  Smitli  shall 
be  transferred  to  a  point  called  ''  Frozen  Eock,"  about  fifteen  miles  south- 
east of  Fort  Gibson,  on  the  Arkansas  liiver,  which  is  said  to  be  a  suita- 
ble position  for  a  post.  If  this  idea  is  to  be  entertained,  a  preliminary 
examination  of  the  site  should  be  made  by  a  competent  officer,  and  the 
title  to  the  land,  the  sources  of  supply,  lines  of  communication,  &c., 
should  be  ascertained.  By  act  of  March  3,  1859,  ''^o  permanent  bar- 
racks and  quarters  shall  hereafter  be  constructed  unless  detailed  esti- 
mates shall  have  been  previously  submitted  to  Congress,  and  shall  have 
been  approved  by  a  special  appropriation  for  the  same."  Until  these 
previous  steps  are  taken,  no  movement  can  be  taken  to  transfer  the 
troops  from  Fort  Smith. 

Fort  Washita,  also  an  old-established  post,  is  about  160  miles  from 
Fort  Smith.  It  is  a  highly  important  military  point.  The  public 
buildings  are  good  and  in  repair.  Orders  were  given  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Emory,  First  Cavalry,  the  18th  instant,  to  proceed  there  and  estab- 
lish his  headquarters  as  commander  of  his  regiment,  with  discretionary 
power  to  concentrate  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post  two  companies 
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of  cavalry  and  five  of  iufantry,  now  at  Forts  Arbuckle  and  Cobb,  in 
addition  to  the  two  companies  of  cavalry  already  at  Fort  Washita. 
Orders  were  transmitted  the  same  day,  by  telegraph  and  express,  to 
move  in  advance  one  company  of  iufantry  from  Fort  Arbuckle  to  Fort 
Washita,  in  consequence  of  a  report,  dated  the  3d  instant,  from  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  latter  post,  referring  to  rumors  of  a  contemplated 
attack  from  Texas. 

Fort  Arbuckle,  about  60  miles  west,  a  little  north  of  Fort  Washita, 
has  a  garrison  of  two  companies  of  cavalry.  It  is  of  no  importance  as  a 
military  point,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  broken  up  under  the  discretionary 
orders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Emory. 

Fort  Cobb,  about  160  miles  northwest  of  Fort  Washita,  was  first  occu- 
pied by  troops  October  1,  1859.  The  site  is  on  a  portion  of  the  Choctaw 
country,  leased  as  a  reserve  for  several  detached  bands  of  Comanche 
and  other  Indians,  which  were  moved  there  from  points  within  the  limits 
of  Texas.  This  arrangement  was  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  and  Fort  Cobb  was  designed  for  the  double  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting these  friendly  bands  against  incursions  from  the  hostiles  of  their 
own  tribes  and  to  restrain  the  latter  in  their  descents  upon  Texas. 
The  attitude  now  assumed  by  Texas  changes  the  relations  of  Fort  Cobb 
to  that  State,  whilst  present  maintenance  is  no  doubt  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  Indians  of  the  reserve.  But  in  connection  with  this 
point  must  be  considered  the  safety  of  the  garrison  in  case  of  attack  by 
a  superior  force  and  the  possibility  of  supplying  it.  The  post  is  at  such 
a  distance  from  the  base  of  co-operation  as  to  leave  it  unsupported;  the 
retreat  of  its  garrison  would  be  easily  cut  off;  hence  it  requires  a  power- 
ful garrison,  if  any.  The  supplj^  trains  must  pass  over  a  section  of 
country  so  open  to  incursions  from  Texas  as  to  make  strong  escorts  nec- 
essary to  guard  them.  Subsistence  and  forage  are  said  by  the  chiefs  of 
the  staff  departments  to  be  difficult  to  obtain  and  very  high. 

These  are  the  main  subjects  for  the  large  discretion  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Emory,  and  it  is  not  doubted  he  will  appreciate  them 
and  decide  with  judgment. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

.E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Steamer  Arkansas, 
Siooty  Miles  below  Dardanelles,  April  2,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headqyarters  of  the  Army  : 

Sir  :  I  think  it  proper  to  report  that  I  am  detained  by  low  water  in 
the  Arkansas.  I  left  Memphis  Sunday,  March  24,  with  the  assurance 
of  good  water  in  the  Arkansas  Eiver,  but  the  water  has  suddenly  fallen 
and  left  us  at  a  point  difficult  to  procure  transportation  of  any  kind. 
I  send  this  by  a  messenger  to  obtain  transportation,  with  directions  to 
mail  the  letter  at  the  first  post-office.  Apprehending  the  chances  of 
such  detention,  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Fort  Arbuckle,  and 
directed  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post  to  commence  the  move- 
ment upon  Fort  Washita,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  latter  place  being- 
threatened,  to  march  to  its  support  with  his  whole  force.     A  copy  of  my 
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instructions  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Arbucklc  was  sent  to  the 
headquarters  Department  of  the  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  First  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  chances  of  getting  forward  with- 
out much  detention  are  improved.  I  nevertheless  think  it  proper  to 
send  this  notice,  in  case  of  any  further  delay. 

W.  H.  B. 


Council  Bluffs,  April  2, 1861. 
John  A.  Kasson: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  home  yesterday,  and  would  have  telegraphed 
you  at  Saint  Joseph  had  I  dared  to  do  so.  There  are  men  from  seces- 
sion military  companies  formed  at  Saint  Joseph  for  the  purpose  of  capt- 
uring the  troops  from  Fort  Eandall.  They  will  be  down  about  May 
1,  on  the  Omaha,  and  they  propose  to  take  boat,  arms,  &c.  I  have 
several  letters  from  steady  Union  men  in  Saint  Joseph,  and  I  shall 
board  the  boat  as  she  comes  down.  My  information  is  such  that  there 
is  no  doubt  about  the  matters,  and  a  telegram  from  the  proper  source 
to  the  officers  on  the  boat  would  cause  them  to  take  the  proper  action. 
This  letter  will  reach  Washington  before  the  troops  reach  this  place. 

Union  men  are  leaving  Missouri  in  swarms,  and  unless  matters  change 
within  a  week  a  reign  of  terror  will  exist  about  Saint  Joseph. 
I  am,  truly, 

G.  M.  DODGE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo.j  Ajpril  6,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  P.  y.  Hagner, 

Ordnance  Department,  Commanding  Saint  Louis  Arsenal : 

Sir  :  The  department  commander  directs  that  you  transfer  to  Capt. 
I^.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  commanding  the  troops  at  the  Saint  Louis 
Arsenal,  all  the  mounted  artillery  at  that  place  available  for  service, 
and  understood  to  consist  of  two  8-inch  howitzers,  six  12-pounder  how- 
itzers, and  four  6-pounder  gunsj  also,  the  implements  required  to  render 
the  same  effective  for  service,  together  with  fifty  rounds  of  fixed  ammu- 
nition for  each  piece.  Captain  Lyon  is  also  authorized  by  the  depart- 
ment commander  to  throw  up  such  defenses  of  earth  at  the  arsenal,  and 
to  occupy  such  of  the  out-buildings  with  a  night  force,  as  in  his  judgment 
securitji  of  the  place  may  call  for. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Fort  Smith,  April  6,  1861. 
Dapt.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Department  of  the  West : 

Captain  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  the  commanding  offi- 
<ier  at  Fort  Cobb.  I  have  used  the  discretionary  power  given  me  by  the 
General  in-Chief,  and  left  two  companies  at  Fort  Cobb  in  place  of  one. 
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as  suggested.    I  think  one  company  insufificient  to  occupy  so  isolated  a 
post,  but  if  the  change  is  not  approved  at  headquarters,  one  of  the  com- 
panies can  be  withdrawn  before  it  will  be  required  at  Washita. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  First  Cavalry, 

[Inclosure.  | 

Fort  Smith,  April  6,  1861. 
To  the  OoMMANDiNa  Officer,  Fort  Cobb  : 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  special  instructions,  dated  Headquarters  U.  S. 
Army,  March  18  and  21*  (copies  of  which  are  inclosed),  you  will  direct 
two  companies  of  your  command  to  march  immediately  to  Fort  Washita, 
and  two  companies  to  remain  at  Fort  Cobb  until  further  orders.  For 
this  purpose  additional  transportation  will  this  day  be  sent  you  from  the 
quartermaster's  depot  at  this  place. 

You  will  take  great  pains  to  give  the  Indians  the  notice  required  by 
the  instructions  of  the  General-in- Chief,  and  offer  to  such  Indians  as  may 
choose  to  retire  within  the  protection  of  the  camp  at  Washita  the  priv- 
ilege of  moving  under  the  protection  of  the  troops  destined  for  that  place, 
but  you  will  observe  the  offer  was  directed  to  be  made  before  the  inten- 
tion was  entertained  of  leaving  any  troops  at  Fort  Cobb.  The  ordnance 
stores  will  be  moved  with  the  troops,  except  such  ammunition  as  may 
be  required  for  the  use  of  the  companies  left  behind. 

Any  surplus  means  of  transportation  will  be  used  in  transferring  the 
other  property  to  Fort  Washita  which  may  not  be  required  at  Fort 
Cobb — such  as  cavalry  clothing  and  surplus  forage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  First  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  8,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  Townsend,  Assist.  Adjt.  Gen,, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  B.  C: 

Under  existing  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of 
public  property  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  I  consider  it  very  imi)ortant  that 
the  garrison  should  at  once  be  re-enforced,  and  request  authority  to 
order  to  that  post  two  companies  of  artillery  from  Fort  Eandall  and 
two  companies  of  infantry  from  Fort  Kearney.  Please  answer  by  tele- 
graph. 

W.  S.  HARKEY, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  9,  1861. 
Bvt.  Maj.  P.  V.  Hagner,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Saint  Louis,  Mo,  : 

Sir  :  Under  existing  circumstances  the  department  commander  deems 
it  of  great  importance  that  the  ordnance  supplies  stored  in  the  maga 

*  See  Townsend  to  Emory,  pp.  656,  659, 
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zine  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  or  elsewhere,  be  brought  within  the  vicinity 
of  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  limits,  and  he  therefore  directs  that  you 
cause  such  supplies  to  be  transferred  to  the  arsenal  with  the  least  practi- 
cable delay. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 
Jefferson  BarracTcSj  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  9,  1861. 

Maj.  2^.  0.  Macrae,  Third  Infantry,  Commanding : 

Sir  :  The  department  commander  directs  that  Captain  Totten's  com- 
pany, Second  Artillery,  be  sent  to  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  by  the 
early  train  to-morrow,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable.  The  com- 
pany will  be  prepared  to  go  into  camp  on  its  arrival  at  the  arsenal, 
and  will  take  with  it  to  that  place  the  equipage  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  department  commander  further  directs  that  the  detachment  of 
ordnance  that  accompanied  Captain  Totten's  company  from  Little  Kock 
Arsenal  be  transferred  to  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal. 

•Jr  TP  'IP  IT  ^r  TT 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

m 

^  Fort  Smith,  April  10, 1861. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer,  Fort  Cobh : 

y  The  instructions  to  give  authority  to  move  to  the  Indians,  under  your 
;  protection,  were  based,  as  you  were  informed  by  me,  on  the  idea  that  the 
post  was  to  be  entirely  abandoned.  Since  it  is  determined  to  retain  two 
companies  at  that  post,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  Indian  agents  here 
it  will  give  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  Choctaws  to  bring  those  Indians 
to  Washita,  within  their  territory,  I  deem  it  proper  for  the  present  to 
suspend  so  much  of  the  instructions  of  the  6th  of  April  (sent  from  here 
only  yesterday)  as  authorizes  you ''  to  offer  to  such  Indians  as  may  choose 
to  retire  within  the  camp  at  Washita  the  protection  of  the  troops  des- 
tined for  that  place."  I  have  been  expecting  Colonel  Leiper,  the  agent 
of  the  Cobb  Indians,  now  on  his  way  here.  He  is  no  doubt  detained  by 
high  water  on  the  road.  In  his  absence  I  have  consulted  the  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs  and  the  contractors,  Johnson  and  Grimes,  who 
inform  me  the  Indians  are  hutted  and  planting  and  without  means,  and 
could  not  move  at  this  time  if  allowed  by  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
to  come  among  them. 

In  reference  to  your  supplies,  I  am  furnished  a  statement  by  Captain 
Burns,  showing  you  to  be  supplied  up  to  the  31st  of  May.  The  with- 
drawal of  two  companies  will  therefore  leave  the  remaining  two  full 
supplies  up  to  the  30th  of  June.  Captain  Burns  has  been  notified  of  this, 
that  you  may  be  supplied  thereafter. 

In  view  of  any  prompt  movement  that  may  be  required,  I  respectfully 
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suggest  that  you  do  not  keep  on  hand  more  than  two  or  three  months' 
supplies. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMOEY, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  First  Cavalry. 

A  copy  of  this  [above]  letter  is  respectfully  submitted,  as  it  contains 
the  only  departure  from  the  orders  of  the  General-in-Ohief  I  have  thought 
proper  to  make  under  the  discretionary  powers  left  me. 

W.  H.  EMORY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  First  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis  Mo.,  April  10,  1861. 
Maj.  N.  0.  Macrae,  Third  Infantry, 

Commanding  Jefferson  Barraclcs,  Mo.  : 

Sir  :  Instead  of  proceeding  to  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  as  directed  in  the 
communication  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  under  date  of  yester- 
day, the  department  commander  directs  that  Captain  Totten's  company 
(F),  Second  Artillery,  take  post  at  the  arsenal  magazine,  on  the  Jef- 
ferson Barracks  reservation,  to  guard  the  public  property  stored  there. 
It  is  understood  that  there  are  sufficient  quarters  at  the  magazine  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  company ;  but,  if  not,  tents  must  be  used  to 
the  extent  that  may  be  necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutamt- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10,  1861. 
Bvt.  Maj.  P.  V.  Hagner,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Mo.  : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that,  upon 
the  information  furnished  by  Lieutenant  Wright,  his  instructions  of 
yesterday's  date,  ordering  that  the  ordnance  supplies  stored  in  the  Jef- 
ferson Barracks  may  again  be  brought  within  the  arsenal  limits,  are  so 
far  modified  as  to  require  that  the  fixed  ammunition  only  be  transferred 
to  the  arsenal. 

I  am,  sir,  a  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  10,  1861. 

Col.  D.  S.  Miles,  Second  Infantry,  Fort  Kearney,  Nehr.  : 

You  will  proceed  with  the  headquarters  and  two  companies  of  your 
regiment  to  take  post  at  Fort  Leavenworth  without.delay. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Harney ; 

F.  C.  ARMSTEONG, 
Lieutenant,  Second  Dragoons ,  Aide-de-Camp, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  11,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  A.  A.  G.,  U.  8.  Army, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  instant,  directing  the  movement  ot  six  companies  of  artillery — 
three  from  Fort  Kidgely  and  three  from  Fort  Randall.  The  order  for 
the  movement  from  Fort  Randall  has  been  sent  by  telegraph  to  Council 
Bluffs,  to  be  forwarded  thence  by  special  messenger.  The  steamer 
Omaha  has  been  chartered  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  here  to  con- 
vey the  troops  from  Fort  Randall  to  Saint  Joseph,  the  terminus  of  the 
railroad.  The  Omaha  is  now  at  Saint  Joseph,  and  instructions  have 
been  sent  to  that  point  by  telegraph  for  her  to  leave  for  Fort  Randall 
without  delay. 

The  orders  for  the  movements  from  Forts  Ridgely,  Ripley,  and  Aber- 
crombie  were  transmitted  by  telegraph  to  Saint  Paul,  to  be  forwarded 
thence  by  special  messengers  to  the  several  posts  concerned ;  but  since 
they  were  issued  I  have  received  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  of  the  6th  in- 
stant to  Major  Morris,  commanding  at  Fort  Ridgely,  requiring  him  to 
proceed  at  once  with  his  command,  save  a  small  detachment,  to  the 
city  of  New  York,  instead  of  waiting  to  be  relieved  by  a  company  of  the 
Second  Infantry,  as  at  first  directed.  I  have  therefore  recalled  by 
telegraph  my  own  order  to  Major  Morris. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  HARNEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Fort  Smith,  April  13, 1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  JJ,  S.  Army  : 

Sir:  Before  starting  to  Washita,  and  preliminary  to  a  request,  I  de- 
sire to  give  a  brief  account  of  what  has  been  done.  I  found  the  infantry 
already  at  Washita,  and  the  cavalry  from  Arbuckle  on  the  move  to  the 
same  point.  Upon  the  earnest  appeal  of  the  Indian  agent,  and  the  ob- 
jection which  it  is  understood  would  be  made  by  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws  to  bringing  the  Cobb  Indians  to  Fort  Washita,  within  their 
territory,  from  which  all  persons  are  excluded  by  treaty,  I  have  sus 
pended  the  invitation  to  them  to  follow  the  troops  to  Fort  Washita,  and 
have  left  two  companies  instead  of  one  at  Cobb.  On  an  appeal  from 
the  same  quarter,  I  have  suggested  to  the  department  commander  that 
two  companies  of  cavalry  from  Fort  Wise  might  be  usefully  employed 
b3^  passing  the  summer  near  Fort  Cobb,  where  there  is  a  large  depot  of 
corn  not  easily  removed.  The  usual  supply  of  ammunition  for  this  post, 
Cobb,  Arbuckle,  and  Washita  has  been  reported  seized  at  Napoleon, 
and  I  have  suggested  to  the  department  commander  to  send  a  supply 
overland.  There  are  but  two  company  officers  with  the  four  companies 
of  cavalry  concentrating  at  Washita,  and  I  have  asked  that  officers  be 
sent  forthwith  to  those  companies,  particularly  the  newly- appointed 
captains. 

I  have  communicated  so  much  of  the  General-in-Chief's  instructions 
to  the  commander  of  this  post  as  refers  to  it,  and  directed  him,  as  soon 
as  this  State  (Arkansas)  secedes,  to  retire  within  the  Indian  country  to 
the  point  on  the  Arkansas  River  where  the  high  road  from  Fort  Washita 
to  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  crosses  it. 
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Major  Sacket  and  Captain  Prince  both  made  earnest  appeals  not  to 
abandon  Arbuckle.  I  have  forwarded  those  appeals  and  dissented  from 
them.  The  reasons  for  this  dissent  will,  I  hope,  satisfy  the  General  in- 
Chief  that  no  change  should  be  made  in  his  instructions.  They  are,  in 
my  opinion,  precisely  those  best  calculated  to  fend  off  impending 
troubles,  and,  if  those  troubles  should  occur,  to  '^preserve  the  safety  of 
the  troops.'^  Without  reference  to  the  course  the  Indian  nations  will 
adopt,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  what  will  be  the  position  of  the  troops 
amongst  them  in  regard  to  supplies  if  Arkansas  goes  out.  They  have 
heretofore  been  supplied  from  Texas,  but  principally  by  transportation 
through  Arkansas.  In  the  event  contemplated,  those  lines  would  be 
closed,  and  the  only  one  left  would  be  the  old  military  road  from  Kan- 
sas City  via  Forts  Scott  and  Gibson.  This  road  runs  parallel  and  near 
to  the  Arkansas  boundary,  and  supplies  over  it  would  be  constantly  ex- 
posed to  seizure. 

Having  stated  aU  I  know  affecting  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  troops 
and  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  what  has  been  done  in  the 
execution  of  the  orders  of  the  General-in-Chief,  I  now  come  to  the  object 
of  my  letter.  Owing  to  the  turn  affairs  have  recently  taken,  the  po- 
sition of  an  officer  from  a  Southern  State  out  here  on  duty  has  become 
extremely  embarrassing ;  so  much  so  as  to  impair  his  efficiency.  There- 
fore, I  urgently  request  I  may  be  allowed  to  turn  over  this  command, 
with  my  instructions,  to  Major  Sacket,  or  such  other  officer  as  may  be 
selected,  and  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  Washington  City, 
where  I  can  explain  my  reasons  for  the  step.  If  those  reasons  should 
prove  unsatisfactory,  I  am  prepared  to  resign  my  commission. 

I  respectfully  suggest  it  has  never  been  the  policy  of  any  government 
to  employ  officers  to  operate  against  their  own  section  of  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMOEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  First  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis  J  Mo.^  April  16,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  City  of  JSfew  York : 

Sir  :  In  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  quarter,  I  deem  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  make  a  special  report  with  reference  to  the  Saint  Louis 
Arsenal.  The  arsenal  buildings  and  grounds  are  completely  com- 
manded by  hills  immediately  in  their  rear  and  within  easy  rauge.  I 
learn  from  sources  which  I  consider  reliable  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  executive  of  this  State  to  cause  batteries  to  be  erected  on  these  hills 
and  also  upon  the  island  opposite  to  the  arsenal.  I  am  further  in- 
formed that,  should  such  batteries  be  erected,  it  is  contemplated  by  the 
State  authorities,  in  the  event  of  the  secession  of  the  State  from  the 
Union,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  arsenal. 

The  command  at  the  arsenal  at  the  present  consists  of  nine  officers 
and  about  four  hundred  and  thirty  enlisted  men,  made  up  of  a  detach- 
ment of  ordnance,  Captain  Totteu's  company  of  the  Second  Artillery, 
Captain  Lyon's  company  of  the  Second  Infantry,  and  Fourth  Artillery, 
and  general-service  recruits.  While  this  force  would  probably  be  able 
to  resist  successfully  an  assaulting  party  greatly  superior  to  itself  in 
numbers,  it  could  not  withstand  the  fire  of  the  batteries  situated  as 
above  indicated. 


Chap,  vm.]  COERESPONDENCE,    ETC. UNION.  667 

Under  these  circumstances  I  respectfully  request  instructions  for  my 
guidance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.^  HAENEY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  April  17,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  H.  Emory, 

First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Fort  ArhucMe  : 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  communication,  you  will,  by  order  of  the 
General-in-Chief,  with  all  the  troops  in  the  Indian  country  west  of 
Arkansas,  march  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  taking  such  useful  i)ub- 
lic  property  as  your  means  of  transportation  will  permit.  The  troops 
may  or  may  not  be  replaced  by  Arkansas  volunteers.  The  action  of 
that  State  will  not  affect  your  movement. 

Oapt.  A.  Montgomery,  A.  Q.  M.,  will  be  left  at  Fort  Smith,  to  take 
charge  of  public  property,  and  as  staff*  officer  of  volunteers  who  may  be 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWKSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sprinofield,  April  17,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  J  &g.  : 
Dear  Sir  :  By  Governor  Yates'  request  I  also  inclose  to  you,  along 
with  other  letters,  the  .following  memorandum  received  by  him  from 
Captain  Lyon,  commanding  at  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal. 
Yours,  &c., 

E.  L.  BAKEE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Memorandum  for  Mr.  F.  J.  JDean,  about  to  visit  Springfield,  III. 

Saint  Louis  Arsenajl,  April  16, 1861. 
Captain  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  commanding  the  troops  at  Saint 
Louis  Arsenal,  would  respectfully  submit  to  his  Excellency  Eichard 
Yates,  governor  of  HUnois,  that  in  view  of  imminent  danger  of  an  attack 
at  this  point  by  the  secessionists  upon  this  arsenal,  the  custom-house, 
treasury,  and  post-office  in  Saint  Louis,  it  would  be  well  to  communi- 
cate with  the  authorities  in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the 
six  regiments  called  for  from  his  State  in  readiness  for  service  here. 
At  Jefferson  Barracks,  ten  miles  below,  quarters  for  three  thousand  men 
could  be  had,  and  some  one  thousand  or  two  thousand  could  be  quar- 
tered here.  A  sufficient  excuse  also  exists  in  the  fact  that  the  four 
regiments  called  for  from  this  State  cannot  be  had.  As  the  arms  of  this 
arsenal  are  the  main  object  of  attack  here,  it  might  be  well  for  Governor 
Yates  to  make  requisition  for  a  large  supply  of  arms,  and  get  them 
shipped  from  here  to  Springfield.* 

:n.  lyo:n^, 

Captain,  Second  Infantry,  Commanding. 
*  See  also  Yates  and  others  to  President  Lincoln,  April  17,  in  Vol.  I,  3d  Series. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

ISaint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  18,  1861. 
Oapt.  K.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry, 

Commanding  Troops^  Saint  Louis  Arsevial^  Mo.  : 

Sir  :  The  department  commander  deems  it  expedient  to  direct  that 
no  patrols  be  sent  outside  of  the  arsenal  limits  until  otherwise  ordered 
by  him.  The  department  commander  further  orders  that  none  of  the 
five  thousand  stands  of  arms  recently  placed  at  your  disposal,  or  of  the 
equipments  and  ammunition  for  the  same,  be  issued  without  his  sanc- 
tion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant' General. 


On  the  Koad  to  Fort  Washita, 

April  18,  1861. 
Capt.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  L^epartment  West: 

Captain  :  The  staff  officers  at  this  place  tell  me  that  a  yearns  supply 
for  the  troops  in  this  district  is  expected  around  by  the  Arkansas 
Eiver.  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  possibility  of  their  being  stopped 
on  the  way.  You  will  receive  the  information  before  I  can  at  Washita, 
and  the  circumstance  will  no  doubt  suggest  to  the  general  command- 
ing the  necessity  of  making  arrangements  to  supply  us  overland,  and 
giving  directions  which  would  authorize  me  to  withdraw  the  troops 
towards  Missouri  to  some  point  where  it  will  be  convenient  to  do  so. 
The  troops  are  now  supplied  to  the  31st  of  May  only. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMOEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  First  Cavalry. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  24,  1861. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  in  the  absence  of  a  department  commander, 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  in  connection  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
herewith  from  Oapt.  W.  W.  Burns,  0.  S.  at  Fort  Smith,  in  reference  to 
the  supplies  within  alluded  to.*  The  stores  in  question  were  shipped 
from  Saint  Louis  the  12th  and  13th  of  the  present  month.  It  is  known 
that  a  portion  of  them  reached  Kapoleon,  Ark.,  in  safety. 
Respectfully. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


East  Saint  Louis,  April  19,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron  : 

Dispatches  for  U.  S.  officers  at  Saint  Louis  should  be  addressed  to 
East  Saint  Louis  by  the  way  of  Terre  Haute.  Their  contents  will  then 
be  perfectly  safe  as  far  as  all  western  points  are  concerned.     Notify 

*  See  report  No.  3,  p.  647. 
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other  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  ascertain  yourself  about  Baltimore 
and  Washington  offices.  Send  order  by  telegraph  at  once  for  muster- 
ing men  into  service  to  Capt.  1!!^.  Lyon.  It  will  surely  then  be  executed, 
and  we  will  fill  your  requisition  in  two  days.  Relieve  Hagner.  Answer 
immediately. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr. 


War  Department, 
Washington^  April  20,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Yates,  Springfield^  III. : 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  send  two  or  three  regiments  of  your  quota  of 
militia  to  support  the  garrison  of  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  and  to  receive 
their  arms  and  accouterments  there.  The  commander  of  that  arsenal 
will  also  have  instructions  from  me  to  issue  those  arms  and  accouter- 
ments, and  ten  thousand  more  to  such  agent  as  your  excellency  may 
appoint,  for  which  extra  arms  and  accouterments  the  State  of  Illinois 
will  be  held  responsible  to  this  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 
Washington^  April  20,  1861. 

To  the  Commander  of  the  Arsenal  at  Saint  Louis  : 

Sir  :  Two  or  three  regiments  of  the  Illinois  militia  recently  called  for 
by  the  President  will  present  themselves  to  you,  to  assist  in  the  defense 
of  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal.  Equip  them  at  once  with  arms,  accouter- 
ments, and  ammunition,  and  if  any  part  of  this  re-enforcement  cannot 
be  accommodated  with  quarters  in  the  arsenal,  let  that  part  be  sent  to 
Jefferson  Barracks,  if  that  can  be  done  without  hazard  to  the  arsenal. 
You  will,  moreover,  issue  ten  thousand  additional  stand  of  arms  (arms 
and  accouterments)  to  the  authorized  agent  or  agents  of  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  Illinois,  with  a  corresponding  amount  of  ammunition. 
Respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  April  21,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Harney, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West,  Saint  LouiSy  Mo.  : 

General  ;  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  you 
are  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  West,* 
which  will  devolve  upon  the  senior  officer  in  the  department,  and  you 
will  repair  to  this  city  and  report  to  the  General-in-Chief. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Revoked  by  Special  Orders  No.  128,  A.  G.  O.,  May  8,  1861. 
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Adjutant-General^s  Office, 

Washington,  April  21,  1861. 

Capt.  l!^.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  East  Saint  Louis  : 

General  Harney  has  this  day  been  relieved  from  his  command.  The 
Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  immediately  execute  the  order  pre- 
viously given  to  arm  the  loyal  citizens,  to  protect  the  public  property, 
and  execute  the  laws.    Muster  four  regiments  into  the  service. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  22,  1861. 
Hon.  John  A.  Brownlee, 

President  of  Board  of  Police  Commissioners, 

City  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant,  ocquainting  me  with  certain  resolutions  of  the  board  of 
police  commissioners  of  this  city.* 

In  answer  to  the  first  resolution,  I  respectfully  state  that  some  twenty- 
four  hours  before  the  receipt  of  your  communication  I  had  decided  to 
take  up  my  quarters  temporarily  at  the  arsenal.  With  regard  to  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  resolutions  of  the  board,  I  can  only  say  tliat 
in  the  issue  of  arms  from  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  and  in  the  reception 
of  volunteers  into  the  service  of  i  lie  United  States  I  must  be  governed 
solely  by  the  instruction  that  may  be  sent  to  me  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment touching  those  subjects. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  it  is  my  sincere  desire  to  pre- 
vent any  collision  between  the  troops  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  at  this  point. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  HAENEY, 
Brigadier- Oeiieral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  West, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  22,  1861. 

Oapt.  W.  Steele,  Second  Dragoons, 

Commanding  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.  : 

Sir  :  Your  telegram  of  the  20th  instant,  stating  that,  in  consequence 
of  information  of  organizations  to  take  the  Leavenworth  Arsenal  and 
to  allay  excitement,  you  had  accepted  temporarily  the  services  of  a 
company  of  volunteers,  was  duly  received  and  laid  before  the  depart- 
ment commander,  who  approves  the  proceeding  reported  by  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  >   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  West, 

1^0. 9.  i  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  April  23,  1861. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  which  have  been  received  from  the 
Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  under  date  of  April  21, 1861,  Brig.  Gen.  W. 

*  Not  found. 
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S.  Harney  hereby  relinquishes  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
West. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Harney : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


April  27, 1861. 
General  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  General  :  I  send  inclosed  for  your  information  three  letters 
just  received  from  Saint  Louis.  The  writers  were  not  aware  of  some 
important  measures  for  their  safety  which  you  have  already  taken.  A 
great  handle  is  made  (and  with  wonderful  success)  of  the  false  idea  that 
the  efforts  of  the  administration  are  directed  not  to  national  defense, 
but  to  the  subjugation  of  the  South.  All  this  does  but  impose  upon  us 
the  more  stringent  necessity  to  make  sure  of  Saint  Louis  and  Cairo. 
The  fact  is  indisputable.  The  how  is  not  for  me,  and  I  do  not  choose 
to  trouble  you  with  details.  I  beg  pardon  for  so  often  obtruding  my- 
self upon  you  in  regard  to  this  particular  subject,  but  my  anxiety  about 
it  is  extreme. 

Tour  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  BATES. 

[Inolosnres.] 

Saint  Louis,  April  22, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  respectfully  to  express  an  idea  in  relation  to 
our  adverse  circumstances  as  a  nation,  referring,  however,  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  circumstances  of  the  times  in  Missouri.  I  beg  leave 
to  state  that  treason  and  revolt  are  becoming  rampant  in  Missouri,  and 
even  in  Saint  Louis.  Eumors  of  the  Government  sending  twenty-five 
thousand  men  from  other  States  to  protect  the  arsenal  here  have  pro- 
duced immense  excitement,  and  if  such  order  should  be  issued  I  should 
apprehend  much  danger  would  arise,  and  perhaps  the  State  would  be 
led  into  the  vortex  of  secessionism.  I  therefore  suggest,  with  all  def- 
erence, that  if  Major  Anderson  be  sent  here,  and  a  portion  of  the  Eegu- 
lar  Army,  as  they  arrive  from  the  West,  be  placed  under  his  command, 
all  excitement  would  subside,  and  our  State  be  preserved  in  the  Union 
and  under  "our  fathers'  flag."  The  Saint  Louis  Eepublican  of  this 
morning,  in  an  editorial  article,  thinks  there  is  no  danger  to  the  public 
property  to  be  apprehended,  provided  no  increased  irritating  causes 
may  arise.  I  fear  nevertheless  that  there  are  secret  associations  actively 
employed  here  to  take  advantage  of  any  and  every  occasion  which  may 
arise  in  order  to  impel  the  State  from  the  Union,  l^o  doubt  such  per- 
sons and  associations  are  regardless  of  human  life,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  disorganizing  and,  I  may  say,  satanic  passions.  Every  true 
patriot  here  is  endeavoring  to  use  his  influence  to  preserve  our  institu- 
tions and  to  regard  the  allegiance  we  owe  to  the  General  Government, 
in  the  hope  that  when  Congress  is  convened  some  plan  may  be  adopted 
to  calm  and  bring  into  order  and  reinstate  fi?aternal  good  feeling  in  our 
convulsed  country.  I  pray  to  the  great  Euler  of  all,  that  His  gracious 
Spirit  may  guide  our  rulers  to  wise  and  kind  counsels  and  decisions. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Howard  has  been  appointed  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Saint  Louis.  While  I  should  have  preferred  Capt.  Barton  Able, 
yet  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  infidel  Boernstein  has  not 
been  appointed.    I  regret,  too,  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Hammer  as  physi- 
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cian  for  the  marine  hospital,  for  he  is  also  an  avowed  iiiMel.  Permit 
me,  in  conclusion,  to  earnestly  recommend  a  good  man,  and  one  who 
has  been  most  actively  devoted  to  your  party,  for  appointment  to  some 
good  office,  such  as  paymaster  in  tbe  Army.  He  has  lost  his  situation 
as  secretary  of  the  school  board  purely  on  account  of  his  Republican 
partyism.  Personally  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  the  board  would 
have  voted  for  his  re-election  were  he  not  objectionable  as  a  member 
and  leader  of  the  "  Wide  Awakes."  He  is,  I  think,  a  most  trustworthy 
man,  faithful  to  all  his  engagements.  I  have  hastily  written  the  fore- 
going amidst  the  pressure  of  several  cases. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant,  •>  *^ 

W.  W.  GREEIS^E. 

Saint  Louis,  April  22, 1861. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates: 

My  Dear  Old  Friend:  I  have  this  moment  returned  from  a  visit 
to  Captain  Lyon  at  the  arsenal.  I  find  matters  there  in  confusion  as 
to  the  command,  and  that  the  force  is  inadequate  to  the  defense  of  the 
place.  It  seems  Captain  Lyon  is  in  command  of  the  troops,  and  Major 
Hagner  of  the  ordnance 5  that  General  Harney  has  to  be  in  many  mat- 
ters consulted.  I  think  this  should  be  remedied  at  once,  by  placing 
somebody  in  the  supreme  command  in  all  respects. 

Captain  Lyon  has  only  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  men  in  all, 
and  of  these  about  thirt}^  are  sick  and  thirty  others  are  prisoners.  The 
walls  are  long,  and  cannot  be  lined  with  so  few  men.  Captain  Lyon 
has  received  no  authority  to  accept  and  arm  volunteers.  There  are 
plenty  of  good  men  in  the  city,  ready  and  anxious  to  volunteer  at  once. 
This  should  be  attended  to  immediately. 

The  secessionists  here  have  changed  their  tactics  completely.  Such 
is  the  excitement  created  here  by  the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  that  they 
are  confident  the  people  of  this  State  will  vote  her  out  of  the  Union,  and 
they  have  good  grounds  to  think  so.  They  are,  therefore,  for  leaving 
everything  to  the  people,  and  committing  no  violence.  They  have  sub- 
stituted the  false  charge  that  Mr.  Lincoln  intends  to  subjugate  the  South 
in  lieu  of  their  own  lawless  acts,  and  have  suddenly  become  the  most  law- 
abiding  citizens.  If  the  State  goes  out,  they  expect  the  public  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  to  pass  ipso  facto  to  them.  This  is  my 
own  inference  as  to  their  plans,  but  I  think  it  is  correct. 

Captain  Lyon  agrees  with  me  that  both  the  arsenal  and  barracks  are 
untenable  as  military  positions.  It  therefore  requires  a  large  force  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  Government.  To  send  the  militia  from  any 
non-slaveholding  State  would  be  in  my  opinion  most  injudicious.  It 
would  inflame  the  popular  mind  to  a  very  dangerous  degree.  What  I 
propose  and  earnestly  recommend  is  to  enroll  volunteers  of  this  State, 
purging  them  all  with  an  oath,  to  the  number  of  three,  four,  or  five  thou- 
sand men.  This  number  can  be  easily  obtained  if  it  be  understood  they 
are  not  to  leave  the  State.  It  would  place  Saint  Louis  in  the  hands  of 
the  U  nion  men,  and  thus  give  them  courage,  which  they  now  lack,  and 
it  could  excite  but  little  jealousy.  It  would  also  show  that  there  were 
Union  men  in  Missouri,  "which  is  important  at  this  time.  The  Govern- 
ment would  lose  nothing  in  permitting  them  to  remain  here,  for  I  think 
they  should  be  kept  here  at  all  events.  They  would  not  lose  their  citi- 
zenship by  being  enrolled.  There  is  much  talk  in  certain  quarters  of 
"  superseding  ^^  the  convention,  and  we  may  need  all  our  citizens  here. 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to  quietly  remove  a 
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great  portion  of  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  now  at  the  barracks  to 
Cairo,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  arming  the  troops  to  be  there  mus- 
tered into  the  service.  One  great  point  to  be  gained  by  the  secessionists 
in  capturing  the  arsenal  is  to  get  the  arms  for  the  State,  which  is  now 
ahnost  wholly  without  arms  of  any  kind.  I  will  be  here  ten  days  or  per- 
haps two  weeks,  and  any  service  I  can  render  the  Government  will  be 
cheerfully  done. 

Your  sincere  friend, 

C.  GIBSOK 

Saint  Louis,  April  24,  18G1. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates,  Washington  City: 

Dear  Sir  :  The  trying  times  in  which  we  find  ourselves  demand  that 
every  lover  of  his  country  and  constitutional  liberty  should  speak  out, 
and  in  this  communication  I  desire  to  state  my  views  and  ofter  a  few 
suggestions.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  administration  will  not  desert  us 
in  the  hour  of  peril,  and  allow  the  Union  men  in  this  city  to  be  bound 
hand  and  foot  by  our  secession  governor  and  his  minute-men.  There  is 
a  desire  on  his  part  to  get  the  State  in  antagonism  to  the  Federal 
authorities  by  means,  first,  of  an  arming  of  our  State,  and  then  when  all 
is  ready  we  will  be  turned  over  to  the  South.  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  inclosed  slip,  taken  from  the  Even- 
ing New's  of  yesterday.  It  shows  the  immense  importance  of  this  city 
in  the  coming  contest,  and  demonstrates  to  me  that  it  should  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Government  represented  by  the  old  flag.  For  this 
purpose  I  would  suggest  that  the  Western  volunteers  be  rendezvoused 
at  their  respective  capitals,  which  are  in  connection  with  Saint  Louis  by 
rail,  and  at  a  given  time  they  be  sent  to  Alton,  and  moved  to  Saint 
Charles,  in  our  own  State.  By  this  means  we  have  communication  cut 
oif  by  the  river  and  I^orth  Missouri  Eailroad.  Then  a  portion  of  this 
command  can  be  moved  to  the  Maramec  Eiver  at  Glencoe,  and  the  com- 
munication is  cut  off  by  the  Pacific  Railroad ;  and  then  with  the  barracks, 
which  are  in  our  possession,  we  are  masters  of  the  position,  with  free 
intercourse  with  Saint  Louis.  Then  we  have  a  rallying-point  for  our 
Union  men  in  this  State.  We  of  Saint  Louis  have  borne  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day,  and  we  now  ask  that  a  sufficient  force  for  our  protection 
be  sent  to  our  city.  With  this  city  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States  forces  the  State  cannot  be  armed,  and  we  are  saved  to  the  Union. 
These  are  the  sentiments  of  all  the  unconditional  men  that  I  have  spoken 
to,  and  I  offer  them  for  what  they  are  worth. 
With  respect,  1  remain,  your  friend, 

CHARLES  WIGGINS. 

[From  the  Evening  ISTews.  April  23, 1861.] 
OUR  LEGISLATURE. 

Governor  Jackson  has  ordered  the  legislature  of  Missouri  to  convene 
in  extra  session  on  next  Thursday  week,  the  2d  of  May,  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enacting  such  laws  and  adopting  such  measures  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  and  proper  for  the  more  perfect  organization  and 
equipment  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  and  to  raise  the  money  and  such 
other  means  as  may  be  required  to  place  the  State  in  a  proper  attitude 
of  defense." 

In  assembling  in  this  extra  session,  the  legislature,  we  trust,  will 
exhibit  less  of  bigoted  partisa^nism  and  a  livelier  regard  for  the  true 
43  R  R 
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interests  of  tlie  State  than  it  manifested  at  the  last  session.  This  hour 
of  gloom  and  danger  is  no  time  for  flippancy  or  trifling — no  time  for 
displays  of  personal  vanity  or  partisan  spite — no  time  for  the  exhibition 
of  sectional  bigotry  and  malevolence.  The  common  welfare  and  the 
interests  of  our  State — nay,  the  very  existence  of  our  beloved  common- 
wealth— may  be  at  stake,  and  the  crisis  demands  not  only  the  highest 
human  wisdom,  but  the  greatest  forbearance  and  concession. 

We  want  no  hostility  between  the  city  and  the  remainder  of  the  State. 
The  interests  of  the  two  are  one,  and  the  effort  for  the  maintenance  of 
those  interests  should  be  united.  Acting  separately,  we  would  only  fall 
a  prey  to  enemies.  Acting  together,  we  can  defend  our  rights,  maintain 
our  individuality,  and  assert  a  dignity  which  our  enemies  as  well  as  our 
friends  will  be  bound  to  respect. 

The  sentiment  in  the  city  is  in  favor  of  neutrality,  and  this  is  the  pol- 
icy demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  State.  If  the  legislature  resolves 
to  arm  the  State,  let  it  be  understood  and  declared  that  it  is  to  be  an 
arming  purely  and  solely  in  defense  of  neutrality ;  an  arming  in  defense 
of  our  soil ;  an  arming  to  protect  all  Federal  property,  and  to  maintain 
all  Federal  institutions  in  the  State ;  an  arming  for  the  protection  of 
every  citizen,  high  or  low,  great  or  humble,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
rights. 

On  such  a  basis  the  State  and  the  city,  we  believe,  may  act  harmoni- 
ously together,  and  acting  thus  in  concert,  they  may  defy  all  enemies 
and  invaders.  The  city  can  furnish  money,  can  cast  cannon,  can  man- 
ufacture muskets  and  cartridges,  and  provide  the  munitions  of  war.  It 
can  concentrate  the  supplies  for  an  army,  manufacture  clothing  for 
troops,  and,  with  its  vast  means  of  trtinsportation,  bear  an  army  with  all 
necessary  material  and  supplies  to  almost  any  point  within  the  State. 
All  this  the  city  can  do,  and  will  do,  if  it  has  assurances  that  its  contri- 
butions will  be  used  only  in  legitimate  defense,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace  and  the  laws. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Little  Bock,  ArJc.,  April  27,  1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  Federal  Army,  Washington  City: 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  Special  Orders,  'No.  106,  from  War  Department  at  Wash- 
ington.* That  order  is  based  upon  the  presumption  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas  being  willing  to  furnish  the  quota  of  troops  required  of  her 
for  the  Federal  Army — a  presumption  entirely  improbable,  and,  I  can 
assure  you,  utterly  impossible.  Further,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I 
had  the  honor  on  Tuesday  night,  April  23, 1861,  at  Fort  Su)ith,  to  order 
the  seizure  of  the  person  of  Maj.  R.  0.  Gatlin,  Fifth  Infantry,  as  prisoner 
of  war,  and  who  is  now  at  large  on  parole  of  honor  not  to  serve  against 
the  State  of  Arkansas  or  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respt^ctfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

*^EDMUND  BURGEVm, 

Adjutant-  General  of  Arkansas. 

*  Of  April  15,  making  provision  for  mustering  in  the  quota  of  Arkansas  under  the 
Pre^ttent's  call  fbr  militia. 
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War  Department,  April  30,  1861. 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Lyon, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West  : 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  you  enroll  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  the  loyal  citizens  of  Saint  Louis 
and  vicinity,  not  exceeding,  with  those  heretofore  enlisted,  ten  thousand 
in  number,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  United 
States ;  for  the  protection  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  Missouri ;  and 
you  will,  if  deemed  necessary  for  that  purpose  by  yourself  and  by  Messrs. 
Oliver  T.  Filly,  John  How,  James  O.  Broadhead,  Samuel  T.  Glover, 
J.  Wilzie,  and  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr.,  proclaim  martial  law  in  the  city  of 
Saint  Louis. 

The  additional  force  hereby  authorized  shall  be  discharged,  in  part 
or  in  whole,  if  enlisted,  as  soon  as  it  appears  to  you  and  the  gentlemen 
above  named  that  there  is  no  danger  of  an  attemj)t  on  the  part  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Government  to  take  military  possession  of  the  city  of 
Saint  Louis,  or  put  the  city  in  the  control  of  a  combination  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States ;  and  whilst  such  additional  force 
remains  in  the  service  the  same  shall  be  governed  by  the  Eules  and 
Articles  of  War,  and  such  special  regulations  as  you  msbj  prescribe.  I 
shall  like  the  force  heretofore  directed  to  be  enrolled  to  be  under  your 
command. 

The  arms  and  other  military  stores  in  the  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  not 
needed  for  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  Missouri  must  be  removed 
to  Springfield,  or  some  other  safe  place  of  deposit  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
as  speedily  as  practicable,  by  the  ordnance  officer  in  charge  at  Saint 
Louis. 

[Indorsements.] 

It  is  revolutionary  times,  and  therefore  I  do  not  object  to  the  irregu- 
larity of  this. 

W.  S. 

Approved,  April  30,  1861. 

A.  LmCOLK. 

Colonel  Thomas  will  make  this  order. 

SIMOI^f  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  April  30, 1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army^  Washington: 

Sir  :  I  am  accepting  all  the  troops  that  offer,  and  at  this  time  some 
3,300  have  offered,  and  3,082  are  armed.  Deeming  the  emergencies 
pressing,  and  fully  requiring  the  Government  to  avail  itself  of  all  avail- 
able resources,  I  shall  still  accept  these  volunteers  till  countermanding 
orders  are  received.  This  is  unavoidable,  both  because  the  Govern- 
ment needs  the  services  of  these  men,  and  because  of  the  fear  of  State 
tyranny  to  force  them  into  the  secession  ranks.  Ko  doubt  10,000  men 
can  be  raised  here,  and  indications  are  that  they  will  be  needed,  sooner 
or  later,  to  meet  the  determined  purpose  of  the  State  authorities  to  over- 
turn the  authority  of  the  General  Government,  which,  if  true  to  herself, 
can  maintain  it  here. 

I  suffer  much  the  want  of  proper  facilities.  I  am  often  in  want  of 
means  to  send  a  reliable  messenger  speedily  to  some  point  in  the  vicinity, 
alid  sho'uld  have  some  horses  for  the  purpose.    The  State  is  doubtless 
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getting  ready  to  attack  Government  troops  with  artillery.  The  Govern- 
ment should  put  the  artillery  here  in  condition  for  active  service,  and 
some  fifty  horses  are  needed  at  once.  I  have  appointed  a  citizen  to  act 
as  quartermaster  and  commissary,  but,  as  before  reported,  he  has  no 
funds  at  his  command,  though  this  difficulty  is  somewhat  avoided  by 
referring  certified  accounts  to  Major  McKinstry,  but  the  want  of  expe- 
rience in  these  matters  on  the  part  of  this  appointee  is  badly  felt.  A 
little  experience,  however,  may  measurably  remove  this  difficulty. 

Camp  equipage  much  needed.  Every  building  is  occupied  to  its 
greatest  capacity,  and  many  are  now  out  of  doors.  I  have  sent  some  six 
hundred  to  the  marine  hospital,  and  three  other  volunteer  companies, 
together  with  Captain  Totten's  company  (F,  Second  Artillery),  to  occupy 
buildings  outside  the  arsenal,  hired  for  this  purpose,  both  to  give  them 
shelter  and  occupy  commanding  positions,  which  the  secessionists  had 
intended  to  occupy  themselves,  and  upon  which  they  openly  avowed 
they  would  plant  siege  batteries  to  reduce  this  place.  This  exasperates 
them,  and  has  given  rise  to  a  singular  correspondence,  which,  when 
convenient,  1  will  lay  before  the  War  Department.  Unless  otherwise 
ordered,  I  shall  proceed  to  execute  the  foregoing  views,  so  far  as  in  my 
power,  towards  securing  the  Government  interests  here.  An  armed 
steamer  is  needed  to  ply  from  Alton  to  Cairo  and  in  connection  with 
this  place.  As  soon  as  possible  troops  will  occupy  Jefterson  Barracks, 
but  in  view  of  impending  emergencies  this  will  be  but  temporarily. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Captain^  Second  Infantry^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  April  30,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  Army,  WasJiingto7i,  D.  C. : 

Coi»ONEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  post  with 
my  headquarters,  band,  E  and  F  companies  of  the  Second  Infantry, 
from  Fort  Kearney  on  yesterday,  having  marched  from  Fort  Kearney  to 
Omaha  in  eight  days  and  a  half,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  miles,  crossing  by  Deep  Ford  the  Platte,  and  by  ferry  the  Pawnee 
Loup  Fork;  the  command  consisting  of  one  colonel,  one  adjutant,  one 
regimental  quartermaster,  one  captain,  two  first  lieutenants,  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  rank  and  file. 

I  was  delayed  at  Omaha  four  days  waiting  the  arrival  of  a  boat. 
While  there  I  received  telegraphic  dispatches  that  the  citizens  at  Saint 
Joseph  intended  to  obstruct  my  passing,  and  also  to  prevent  the  com- 
mand from  Fort  Eandall  from  passing.  I  also  was  shown  a  dispatch 
from  the  president  of  the  Saint  Joe  and  Hannibal  Eailroad  that  that 
command  could  not  pass  over  that  road  without  meeting  with  resist- 
ance, and  that  for  fear  of  injury  to  the  road  he  declined  to  transport 
them.  Hearing  at  this  time  General  Harney  had  left  Saint  Louis  and 
the  department,  I  immediately  assumed  the  authority  to  issue  to  the 
commander  of  the  troops  from  Eandall  the  inclosed  order,  ^o.  1,  and 
wrote  to  him  the  inclosed  communication,  which  I  hope  will  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Lieutenant- General  commanding  the  Army. 

I  also  made  arrangement  with  a  patriotic  merchant  at  Omaha,  by  the 
name  of  McCormick,  to  hire  wagons,  advance  subsistence,  and  such 
funds  as  may  bfe  reijuired  for  this  command,  taking  sight  drafts  on  the 
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commissary  and  quartermaster  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.    Please  give  orders 
to  have  these  drafts  met. 

The  distance  from  Omaha  to  Marengo,  where  the  railroad  terminates, 
is  one  hundred  and  seventy-live  miles,  and  which  ought  to  be  marched 
in  eight  days.    The  hire  of  the  w^agons  will  be  from  $3.50  to  $4  per  day. 

On  descending  the  Missouri  the  captain  of  the  steamer  received  a 
dispatch  from  the  owner  or  agent  of  the  line  at  Brownsville  that  the 
military  at  Saint  Joe  consisted  of  a  battery  of  four  cannon  and  about 
two  hundred  am  ed  infantry ;  that  if  I  attempted  to  pass  Saint  Joe  I  would 
be  fired  on  and  the  boat  injured ;  that  he  must  land  the  troops  at  Bel- 
mont, five  miles  above,  and  I  could  march  four  miles  to  Palermo,  nine 
miles  below  Saint  Joe.  I  determined  to  do  so  to  save  the  boat,  but  on 
arriving  at  Belmont  an  express  arrived  from  the  agent  that  -Hhe 
Missouri  troops  had  relinquished  the  idea  of  attacking  me,  and  that  I 
would  be  permitted  to  pass  unmolested,"  which  I  did  without  any 
demonstration  whatever,  having  my  men  formed,  muskets  loaded,  bayo- 
nets fixed,  ready  for  any  emergency. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  post  I  found  Captain  Steele,  Second  Dragoons, 
had  taken  into  service  parts  of  three  volunteer  companies  from  Leaven- 
worth City,  under  Captains  McCook,  Cozzens,  and  Clayton,  numbering 
one  hundred  and  twenty,  rank  and  file.  These  troops  I  shall  discharge 
to-day,  believing  my  force  at  present  sufficient  to  guard  the  public 
property  at  this  post  against  any  rabble  or  detached  secessionists  formed 
or  forming  in  this  vicinity. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry^  Commanding, 


Albany,  May  1,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  certain  matters  connected 
with  the  affairs  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  particularly  as  regards  the 
arsenal  at  Saint  Louis. 

1st.  There  seems  but  very  little  doubt  at  the  present  time,  particularly 
in  Illinois,  as  regards  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Missouri  from  the 
Union.  The  secession  movement  in  Northern  Missouri  and  along  the 
line  of  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph  Eailroad  is  scarcely  stronger  in 
any  Southern  State. 

2d.  Judging  from  what  has  been  done  elsewhere  by  the  various  seced- 
ing States,  one  of  the  first  acts  of  secession  by  Missouri  would  be  the 
seizure  of  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph  Eailroad,  the  interruption,  if 
not  the  entire  suppression,  of  Government  and  free  State  transportation 
and  travel  over  it,  and,  if  the  contest  continues,  in  the  entire  confiscation 
of  the  road  and  its  property,  as  far  as  concerns  Northern  and  Eastern 
interests. 

3d.  I  also  think  that  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  Government  that 
the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph  liailroad  be  preserved  to  its  owners,  and 
that  its  free  and  uninterrupted  use  be  maintained  at  all  times  and  at  all 
hazards.  It  furnishes  the  only  accessible  and  speedy  route  by  which  the 
Government  can  communicate  with  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Utah,  or 
with  its  military  posts  along  the  Western  and  JSTorth western  frontier  to 
the  foot  or  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and,  if  allowed  to  fall  into  and  remain 
in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  difficult  and  well-nigh 
impossible  in  such  an  emergency  it  would  be  for  the  Government  to  pre- 
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serve  its  Western  Territories  and  military  posts,  for  the  danger  to  which 
Ihey  would  be  exposed  would  indeed  be  serious,  and  they  could  only  be 
supported  at  immense  expense  and  loss  both  of  time  and  of  means. 

4tJi.  Quincy,  in  Illinois,  which  from  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  River 
projects  into  the  Missouri  at  a  distance  of  sixty-five  miles  west  of  Saint 
Louis,  presents  immense  advantages  as  a  military  post,  and  as  such 
should  be  occupied  by  the  Government.  By  merely  looking  at  the  map 
you  can  see  what  an  important  position  is  Quincy.  It  is  the  key  to 
l!^orthern  Missouri,  Kansas,  Utah,  Nebraska,  California,  and  Oregon. 
Missouri  once  against  the  Federal  Government,  the  only  present  feasible 
and  expeditious  road  by  which  troops,  munitions,  provisions,  transpor- 
tation, and  general  travel  can  pass  is  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph 
Railroad,  over  Northern  Missouri,  between  those  Western  sections  and 
the  country  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  forces  to  be  placed  at 
Quincy  should  be  placed  there  at  once,  to  k<3ep  open  the  communication 
by  way  of  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph  Railroad. 

5th.  To  further  strengthen  the  Government  position  at  Quincy  as  a 
Key  to  the  Western  section,  I  should  strongly  urge  the  removal  of  the 
arsenal  now  at  Saint  Louis  to  Quincy.  The  disadvantages  of  the  pres- 
ent locality  are  manifest.  Situated  in  what  may  soon  be  a  disaffected 
country,  it  is  at  any  moment  liable  to  attack,  and  even  at  the  present 
moment  has  been  threatened.  Saint  Louis  in  itself  commands  nothing — is 
in  reality  a  key  to  nothing.  The  site  of  the  arsenal  is  disadvantageous, 
as  it  can  readily  be  commanded  from  adjacent  heights,  and  its  original 
location  was  probably  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  a  large  city,  whence 
supplies  could  easily  be  obtained.  The  present  difficulties  show  that 
such  a  vicinity  for  Federal  property  only  renders  more  liable  to  attack. 
As  to  the  supplies,  they  are  in  a  great  degree  derived  from  Illinois,  and 
not  a  small  part  of  them  from  that  part  of  Illinois  which  finds  its  outlets 
at  Quincy. 

At  Quincy,  with  its  eighteen  thousand  inhabitants,  and  to  which  one 
of  the  finest  sections  of  the  Western  country  is  tributary,  an  arsenal 
could  be  furnished  in  all  abundance,  and  cheaper  than  at  Saint  Louis. 
But  the  great  public  commendation  for  the  establishment  of  an  arsenal 
there  is  that  it  could  and  should  be  made  an  all  important  auxiliary  in 
securing  the  command  of  this  very  much  needed  and  useful  key  to  our 
Western  communication.  The  facilities  possessed  by  the  Hannibal  and 
Saint  Joseph  Railroad  for  the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  troops, 
&c.,  are  very  great,  and  the  speed  and  easiness  of  communication  by  that 
route  with  the  Western  posts  cannot  be  too  much  valued.  I  would 
strongly  urge  npon  you  the  necessity  of  your  immediate  attention  to  this 
matter,  as  I  deem  the  change  of  the  arsenal  from  Saint  Louis  to  Quincy 
and  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph 
Railroad  as  of  immense  importance  to  the  country. 
I  remain,  yours,  verv  truly, 

ERASTUS  CORNING. 


Washington,  May  2,  1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Mr.  J.  L.  Bittinger,  recently  appointed  postmaster  at  Saint  Jo- 
seph, Mo.,  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  gave  me  information  in  regard 
to  secession  movements  in  that  State,  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  con- 
veying to  you. 

He  states  that  while  descending  the  Missouri  River  he  met  with  a  Mr. 
Jeff.  Thompson,  who  informed  him,  not  supposing  that  he  was  in  favor 
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of  the  TJDion,  tliat  Lieutenant  Cooke,  now  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  had 
told  him  (Thompson)  confidentially  that  the  dragoons  stationed  at  that 
post  had  pledged  themselves  to  co-operate  with  the  secessionists  in  what- 
ever schemes  they  might  determine  upon,  and  he  remarked  that  he  him- 
self—their commander — intended  to  head  them  in  the  project.  Lieuten- 
ant  Oooke  further  observed  that  it  was  his  determination,  in  case  Missouri 
seceded,  to  do  all  he  could  to  transfer  the  Government  property  in  his 
charge  to  the  State  authorities,  and  in  the  event  that  Missouri  did  not 
secede,  that  he  would  resign  his  commission  and  offer  his  services  to  the 
South. 

Mr.  Bittinger  says  that  thedisunionistsin  Saint  Joseph  are  organized, 
have  possessed  themselves  of  Government  arms,  and  are  meditating  the 
capture  of  Fort  Leavenworth.  There  are  now  in  Saint  Joseph,  he  states, 
three  hundred  and  seventy-four  Union  men,  who  form  four  companies, 
which  will  bs'  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Federal  administration.  They 
have  no  arms,  however,  although  they  have  applied  for  some — to  Major 
Yan  Vliet,  I  believe;  but  they  were  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  per- 
sons applying  had  no  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  Union 
volunteers  of  Saint  Joseph  beg  that  you  will  give  them  such  written 
authority  as  will  enable  them  to  procure  the  necessary  arms  and  equip- 
ments without  any  further  delay. 

Having  fulfilled  what  I  deem  my  duty  in  imparting  to  you.  the  above 
information,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  ATKINSON. 


Saint  Louis,  May  4, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  :  Our  regiments  have  been  mustered  into  service  now  nearly 
two  weeks,  and  requisitions  have  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  other 
points  for  accouterments,  blankets,  haversacks,  tents,  clothing,  and  other 
articles  absolutely  necessary  for  the  health,  comfort,  and  efficiency  of 
the  men,  and  as  yet  we  have  not  even  received  a  reply.  Our  men  have 
enrolled  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  in  the  very  face  of  armed 
enemies,  with  no  State  government  to  back  us  and  furnish  us  with  nec- 
essaries until  the  ordinary  machinery  of  the  Federal  Government  can 
be  brought  to  our  assistance,  nor  a  city  government  or  rich  men  in  a 
unanimously  loyal  community  to  advance  money  for  our  assistance  and 
comfort,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the  regiments  now  being  raised  in  the 
free  States.  We  have,  by  being  mustered  into  service  and  standing 
under  arms  naked  and  without  clothing,  saved  millions  of  dollars  of 
Government  property,  chiefly  munitions  of  war,  and  as  soon  as  we  shall 
be  suitably  equipped  are  ready  to  take  the  field  and  confront  the  enemies 
of  the  Government  wherever  it  may  be  your  pleasure  to  send  us.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  aj^peal  to  you  to  give  the  necessary  orders  on  the 
quartermasters  at  Philadelphia  and  at  other  points  to  fill  the  requisitions 
which  I  send  you  by  this  messenger  to  furnish  the  quartermaster  at  this 
post  with  the  funds  necessary  to  maintain  the  troops  here  in  comfort  so 
long  as  it  shall  be  your  pleasure  to  keep  them  at  this  post. 

I  understand  that  some  of  the  accouterments  usually  furnished  by  the 
,  Ordnance  Department,  such  as  cartridge  boxes  and  bayonet  scabbards, 
and  some  other  small  military  stores,  such  as  buttons,  ordered  by  the 
officers  of  the  regiments  on  private  account,  have  been  seized  by  par- 
ties in  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati.  It  is  bad  enough  to  face  our  enemies 
in  this  outpost  of  danger  in  the  condition  we  find  ourselves,  but  it  is 
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too  bad  to  be  robbed  by  our  friends.     If  you  can  apply  any  corrective 
to  this  I  shall  feel  under  great  and  lasting  obligations. 
Eespectfully, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr. 

P.  S. — The  service  cannot  be  anticipated  by  requisitions.  Authority 
must  be  given  to  the  quartermaster  to  draw  for  money,  say  for  $100,000. 
McKinstry  is  heartily  disposed  to  do  all  that  he  can  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Government,  and  there  is  no  ground  for  the  nonsense  that  has 
been  put  afloat  by  those  who  want  his  position  here. 
Respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  May  4,  1861. 

General  G.  B.  McOlellan,  Cleveland^  Ohio  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  No  order  sent  from  here  to  Emory  to  fall  back 
on  Leavenworth.  Probably  the  order  went  direct  from  Washington. 
The  purport  of  your  dispatch  will  be  forwarded  by  telegraph  to  Army 
headquarters. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


iNDiANAPOLis,  Ind.,  May  6,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  have  intelligence  from  Col.  F.  P.  Blair  and  his  aide,  P.  A.  Dick,  of 
Saint  Louis,  that  it  is  quite  probable  some  of  the  forces  of  Indiana  may 
be  required  in  Saint  Louis  at  the  time  of  the  encampment  of  the  State 
troops  there.  Shall  I  observe  the  order  of  Colonel  Blair  in  sending 
troops  to  Saint  Louis  ? 
Answer  immediatel3^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  P.  MORTON. 


War  Department,  May  6,  1861. 
Gov.  O.  P.  Morton,  Indianapolis  : 

Obey  no  order  from  Mr.  Blair,  or  any  one  else,  other  than  officer  duly 
authorized  to  give  orders. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Washington^  May  9,  1861. 
Col.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  Saint  Louis  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  beg  leave,  in  reply,  to  say  that  it  is  imprac- 
ticable for  this  Department  to  give  authority  to  the  quartermaster  at 
Saint  Louis  to  draw  money  at  his  pleasure.  It  is  impossible,  whatever 
may  be  the  disposition  of  the  Department,  to  place  $100,000  at  his  dis- 
posal in  the  manner  you  suggest. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department. 

Washington^  May  9,  1861. 
Col.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  Saint  Louis  : 

Dear  Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  Of  your 
letter  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  your  requisitions  on  the  Ordnance 
Bureau  and  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  have  referred  those  requi- 
sitions to  the  proper  bureaus  for  their  action  and  reply,  from  each  of 
which  you  will  hear  on  the  subject. 

The  aggregate  of  the  quota  of  militia  called  out  from  Missouri  under 
the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  is  3,123  men.  To  arm  and  equip 
that  number  orders  have  already  been  issued  to  the  United  States 
mustering  officers  to  make  requisitions  from  the  arsenals  at  Saint  Louis 
and  Pittsburgh.  So  also  camp  and  garrison  equipage  have  already  been 
ordered  to  be  furnished  for  that  number  of  men.  Fatigue  clothing  of 
the  description  now  given  to  volunteers  in  the  service  here  can  be  pro- 
vided in  a  short  time  if  desired,  or,  at  all  events,  as  soon  as  the  troops 
in  this  city  and  those  under  the  command  of  Generals  Patterson  and 
Butler  are  supplied.  It  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  clothing  to  your 
troops  promptly.  In  ]N"ew  York  and  Pennsylvania  their  troops  have 
either  furnished  themseh  es  or  been  furnished,  relying  for  reimbursement 
of  the  expenditure  hereafter  by  the  General  Government. 
Yery  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMEROIsr, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department, 

Washington  J  May  9,  1861. 
Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  Albany: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  May  1,  and  beg  to  express  to  you  the  thanks  of  this  Department  for 
its  valuable  suggestions.  I  trust  you  will  make  free  at  all  times  in  com- 
municating any  information  important  for  this  Department  to  know. 

I  have  referred  your  letter  to  General  Scott  for  his  perusal  and  con- 
sideration, and  the  subject  to  which  it  refers  is  receiving  due  considera- 
tion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  SIMON  CAMEEON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


CODSriHElDERATE    CORRESPOIsriDEJIISrCE;,    ETC. 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washington^  February  7,  1861. 
His  Excellency  H.  M.  Eector,  Little  Bock,  Arlc.  : 

The  motives  which  impelled  capture  of  forts  in  other  States  do  not 
exist  in  ours.  It  is  all  premature.  We  implore  you  prevent  attack  on 
arsenal  if  Totten  resists. 

li.  W.  JOHNSON. 
W.  K.  SEBASTIAN. 


Washington,  February  7, 1861. 

R.  H.  Johnson,  James  B.  Johnson,  Little  Rock  : 

Southern  States  which  captured  forts  were  in  the  act  of  seceding,  were 
threatened  with  troops,  and  their  ports  and  commerce  endangered.    Not 
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SO  with  us.     If  Totten  resists,  for  God's  sake  deliberate  and  go  stop  the 
assault. 

R.  W.  JOHNSON. 


WASHiNaTON,  February  7,  1861. 

John  Pope,  Esq.,  Little  EocJc,  ArTc.  : 

For  God's  sake  do  not  complicate  majtters  by  an  attack.  It  will  be 
premature  and  do  incalculable  injury.  We  cannot  justify  it.  The  rea- 
sons that  existed  elsewhere  for  seizure  do  not  exist  with  us. 

ALBERT  PIKE. 
R.  W.  JOHNSON. 


February  7,  1861. 
Resolutions  expressing  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  Choctaw  Nation  in  reference  to  the  political  disagreement  existing 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  the  American  Union. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Council  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  assembled^  That 
we  view  with  deep  regret  and  great  solicitude  the  present  unhappy 
political  disagreement  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of 
the  American  Union,  tending  to  a  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union 
and  the  disturbance  of  the  various  important  relations  existing  with 
that  Government  by  treaty  stipulations  and  international  laws,  and 
portending  much  injury  to  the  Choctaw  government  and  people. 

Resolved  further.  That  we  must  express  the  earnest  desire  and  ready 
hope  entertained  by  the  entire  Choctaw  people,  that  any  and  all  political 
disturbances  agitating  and  dividing  the  people  of  the  various  States  may 
be  honorably  and  speedily  adjusted ;  and  the  example  and  blessing,  and 
fostering  care  of  their  General  Government,  and  the  many  and  friendly 
social  ties  existing  with  their  people,  continue  for  the  enlightenment  in 
moral  and  good  government  and  prosperity  in  the  material  concerns  of 
life  to  our  whole  population. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  the  event  a  permanent  dissolution  of  the 
American  Union  takes  place,  our  many  relations  with  the  General  Gov- 
ernment must  cease,  and  we  shall  be  left  to  follow  the  natural  affections, 
education,  institutions,  and  interests  of  our  people,  which  indissolubly 
biud  us  in  every  way  to  the  destiny  of  our  neighbors  and  brethren  of 
the  Southern  States,  upon  whom  we  are  confident  we  can  rely  for  the 
preservation  of  our  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  many  acts  of  friendship,  general  counsel,  and  material 
support. 

Resolved  further,  That  we  desire  to  assure  our  immediate  neighbors, 
the  people  of  Arkansas  and  Texas,  of  our  determination  to  observe  the 
amicable  relations  in  every  way  so  long  existing  between  us,  and  the 
firm  reliance  we  have,  amid  any  disturbances  with  other  States,  the 
rights  and  feelings  so  sacred  to  us  will  remain  respected  by  them  and 
be  protected  from  the  encroachments  of  others. 

Resolved  further,  That  his  excellency  the  principal  chief  be  requested 
to  inclose,  with  an  appropriate  communication  from  himself,  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  the  governors  of  the  Southern  States,  with  the 
request  that  they  be  laid  before  the  State  convention  of  each  State,  as 
many  as  have  assembled  at  the  datft  of  their  reception,  and  that  in  such 
as  have  not  they  be  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State. 

Resolved^  That  these  resolutions  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  their  passage. 

Approved  February  7,  1861. 
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Washington,  February  8,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Henry  M.  Rector,  Little  Rock: 

Don't  attack  arsenal  unless  success  is  certain.  Repulse  would  be  dis- 
graceful Pledge  might  be  required  not  to  remove  or  injure  arms  and 
munitions  without  notice.     Please  telegraph  us. 

E.  W.  JOHNSOK. 
T.  C.  HINDMAK. 


U.  S.  Senate,  February  9,  1861. 
E.  H.  Johnson,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  : 

Arsenal  yours.     Thank  God  !     Hold  it.     My  address  mailed  to-night. 
Publish  it  quick.     Peace  Congress  no  use  j  failure. 

E.  W.  JOHNSOK 


Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Fort  Smith,  February  14,  1861. 
Hon.  John  Eoss, 

Chief  of  Cherokee  Nation,  Tahlequah,  C.  N. : 

Sir  :  Colonel  Gaines,  aide-de-camp  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Eector, 
will  hand  you  this  letter. 

The  object  of  Colonel  Gaines'  visit  to  you  is  fully  explained  in  the 
letter  he  bears  to  you  from  the  governor. 

I  fully  approve  of  the  object  the  governor  has  in  view,  and  would  ask 
that  you  give  the  matter  your  favorable  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELIAS  EECTOE, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

[Inclosure.] 

The  Staie  of  Arkansas,  Executive  Department, 

Little  Rock,  January  29,  1861. 
To  His  Excellency  John  Eoss, 

Frincipal  Chief  Cherokee  Nation : 

Sir  :  It  may  now  be  regarded  as  almost  certain  that  the  States  hav- 
ing slave  proi)erty  within  their  borders  will,  in  consequence  of  repeated 
^Northern  aggressions,  separate  themselves  and  withdraw  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government. 

South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana 
have  already,  by  action  of  the  people,  assumed  this  attitude.  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Maryland 
will  probably  pursue  the  same  course  by  the  4th  of  March  next.  Your 
l)eople,  in  their  institutions,  productions,  latitude,  and  natural  sympa- 
thies, are  allied  to  the  common  brotherhood  of  the  slaveholding  States. 
Our  people  and  yours  aie  natural  allies  in  war  and  friends  in  peace. 
Your  country  is  salubrious  and  fertile,  and  possesses  the  highest  capacity 
for  liiture  progress  and  development  by  the  application  of  slave  labor. 
Besides  this,  the  contiguity  of  our  territory  with  yours  induces  relations 
of  so  intimate  a  character  as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  discordant  or  sejia- 
rate  action. 

It  is  well  established  that  the  Indian  country  west  of  Arkansas  is 
looked  to  by  the  incoming  administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  fruitful  fields, 
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ripe  for  the  harvest  of  abolitionism,  freesoilers,  and  Northern  mounte- 
banks. 

We  hope  to  find  in  your  people  friends  willing  to  co-operate  with  the 
South  in  defense  of  her  institutions,  her  honor,  and  her  firesides,  and 
with  whom  the  slaveholding  States  are  willing  to  share  a  common  future, 
and  to  afford  protection  commensurate  with  your  exposed  condition 
and  your  subsisting  monetary  interests  with  the  General  Government. 

As  a  direct  means  of  exprejssing  to  you  these  sentiments,  I  have  dis- 
patched my  aide-de  camp,  Lieut.  Gol.  J.  J.  Gaines,  to  confer  with  you 
confidentially  upon  these  subjects,  and  to  report  to  me  any  expressions 
of  kindness  and  confidence  tliat  you  may  see  proper  to  communicate  to 
the  governor  of  Arkansas,  who  is  your  friend  and  the  friend  of  your 
people. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  EEGTOR, 

Governor  of  Arkansas. 


Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  15, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  /states,  Montgomery,  Ala.  : 

Sir:  Not  knowing  the  name  of  your  adjutant- general  or  any  other 
proper  person  to  make  the  inquiries  of  which  I  desire,  1  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  addressing  you  direct. 

I  am  anxious  to  know  whether  the  Confederate  States  desire  volun- 
teers from  the  border  States,  and  if  there  is  any  regular  arrangement  for 
their  reception,  or  whether  it  is  necessary  to  have  any  authority  from 
your  Government  before  volunteers  should  be  raised. 

My  object  in  asking  is  that,  should  Missouri  refuse  to  join  her  South- 
ern sisters,  I  desire  and  intend  to  move  South,  and  I  can,  if  acceptable, 
bring  one,  two,  or  three  companies  of  as  good  and  true  men  as  the  South- 
ern sun  ever  shone  on,  if  I  can  assure  them  that  their  officers  will  be  con- 
firmed and  commissioned  by  your  Government. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  Hon.  Luther  Glen,  commissioner 

from  Georgia  to  Missouri,  or  Hon. Russell,  commissioner  from 

Mississippi  to  Missouri,  or  his  Excellency  0.  F.  Jackson,  governor  of 
Missouri. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel,  Inspector  Fourth  Military  District  Missouri  Militia. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery,  April  16,  1861. 
Hon.  T.  C.  HiNDMAN,  Helena,  Arlc. : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment on  the  subject  of  accepting  military  aid  from  Southern  States 
which  are  not  yet  members  of  the  Confederacy,  and  especially  as  to 
Arkansas,  I  beg' leave  to  state  that  thus  far  this  departnient  has  thought 
proper  to  decline  for  the  present  all  tenders  Irom  those  States,  simply 
because  the  forces  easily  and  rapidly  raised  in  convenient  proximity  to 
the  scenes  of  operation  have  been  ample  for  all  the  needs  of  the  country. 

Since  the  forced  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter  to  the  forces  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  followed  by  a  most  warlike  proclamation  from  the  Exec- 
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utive  of  the  Washington  Government,  the  probability  that  serious  and 
perha^JS  long-continued  hostilities  will  ensue  is  greatly  increased. 

If  the  war  shall  be  commenced  with  the  spirit  which  seems  to  animate 
our  enemies,  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  the  operations  of  both 
the  belligerents  will  be  conducted  on  a  much  more  imposing  scale  than 
this  continent  has  ever  witnessed;  and  I  may  add  that  the  general 
opinion  preponderates  strongly  in  that  direction. 

While  this  Government  has  an  unfaltering  confidence  in  the  means 
and  resources,  pecuniary,  moral,  and  military,  of  the  Confederate  States, 
as  they  now  exist,  to  defend  themselves  against  all  assaults  and  to  repel 
all  their  enemies,  it  yet  by  no  means  undervalues  the  assistance  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  border  slave  States  to  render;  and  of  these 
latter  there  is  no  one  to  which  the  people  of  this  Confederacy  have 
looked  with  more  undoubting  confidence  for  cordial  sympathy  and  sup- 
port than  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

It  is  not  possible  yet  to  state  absolutely  that  this  Government  will  be 
in  condition  to  need  forces  drawn  from  any  State  not  in  the  Confederacy, 
but  it  is  extremely  probable  that  in  the  event  of  war  (now,  in  its  widest 
sense,  apparently  inevitable),  which  shall  continue  through  the  api^roach- 
ing  summer,  a  brigade  organized  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress 
"  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,"  will  be  gladly  accepted  at  an  early 
day  in  the  next  fall — say  about  the  middle  or  last  of  August.  Such  a 
military  organization,  if  required,  as  I  think  it  will  be,  would  be  com- 
posed of  course,  as  similar  organizations  will  be,  I'rom  the  several  Con- 
federate States.  It  would  be  expected  to  elect  its  own  officers,  but 
would  be  subject  to  the  control  of  such  field  officers  as  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  might  place  over  it. 

All  the  signs  of  the  times,  as  I  view  them,  so  conclusively  favor  the 
belief  that  war  in  its  sternest  phase  is  upon  us,  that  I  have  not  hesitated 
to  intimate  how  strongly  we  rely  on  your  State  for  active  co-operation 
in  what  is,  after  all,  a  common  defense.  That  she  will  prove  true  to 
herself,  and  so  prove  true  to  this  Confederacy,  I  never  for  a  moment 
have  questioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKEE. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  17,  i861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Rector^  &c.  : 

Sir  :  War  existing  between  this  Government  and  that  at  Washing- 
ton, forced  by  the  perfidious  conduct  of  the  last,  preparations  are  being 
made  on  both  sides  for  the  most  active  hostilities.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  not  improbable  that  forces  will  be  sent  from  the  N^orth 
along  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  burn  our  cities  and  devastate 
our  country.  It  becomes,  therefore,  the  imperative  duty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  guard  against  these  possible  results  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  The  defenses  of  the  Mississippi  require  the  erection  of  at  least 
four  additional  batteries  at  eligible  points  along  the  banks  of  that  river. 
It  is  proposed  to  construct  one  of  these  batteries  at  or  near  Helena,  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  I  trust  your  excellency  will  grant  permission 
for  the  work  to  be  done.  I  have  the  less  hesitation  in  making  this  ap- 
plication to  you,  because  I  feel  assured  Arkansas  will  be  identified  with 
the  States  of  this  Confederacy,  and  that  the  danger  which  threatens  is 
common  to  her  as  well  as  to  Ourselves.     It  cannot  be  that  Mississippi, 
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Louisiana,  and  Texas  can  be  assailed  in  their  political  and  material 
rights  and  interests  without  Arkansas  being  sensibly  affected. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  through  due  regard  to  the  exigencies  and  ne- 
cessities of  the  times,  the  comity  existing  between  Arkansas  and  the 
States  of  the  Confederate  Government,  as  well  as  their  joint  welfare  and 
future  relations,  your  excellency  will  promptly  accord  to  me  the  privi- 
lege of  erecting,  arming,  and  manning  the  battery  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred at  or  near  Helena.  Events  are  hastening  to  a  bloody  issue,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  our  movements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


l^AsnviLLE,  April  21,  1861. 
General  Walker,  Montgomery : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  here  to-day  from  the  Arkansas  River,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  I  report  a  complete  revolution  in  public  sentiment 
since  I  left.  Tennessee  is  with  the  cotton  States,  and  you  may  now 
consider  the  slave  States  a  unit.  "Armed  neutrality"  has  no  advocates, 
not  even  the  authors  of  that  card,  which  was  conceived  in  error.  The 
patriotism  which  would  stand  by  unmoved  and  witness  the  murder  of 
your  neighbor's  wife  and  children,  because  of  an  imaginary  line,  is  not 
the  growth  of  Tennessee,  nor  of  any  State  where  the  rays  of  a  genial 
sun  shine. 

The  legislature  meets  next  Thursday,  and  the  plan  is  to  pass  the  ord- 
nance of  secession  and  let  the  people  ratify  it,  arm  the  State,  and  stand 
ready  to  march  South  or  I^orth. 

Arkansas  will  go  out  6th  of  May  before  breakfast.  The  Indians  come 
next.  Companies  are  forming  rapidly,  and  I  expect  both  my  sons  to  go 
whenever  the  insolent  invader  shall  tread  a  hostile  foot  upon  our  soil. 
The  slave  States  a  unit  are  omnipotent  in  defense. 

Arkansas  and  Tennessee  are  wild  with  indignation  at  the  insolence 
and  usurpation  of  the  buffoon  at  Washington  City.  They  are  ready  for 
the  fight,  every  man,  white  and  black.  The  blacks  in  Arkansas  would 
be  entirely  reliable,  if  necessary,  in  defense.  I  know  the  fa(^t  is  so. 
They  are  more  obedient  and  loyal  than  ever  before.  When  the  fight 
is  over,  a  separation  of  the  free  blacks  from  the  slaves  is  the  true  plan 
to  protect  and  guard  the  institution.  It  is  one  of  the  domestic  relations 
that  I  have  studied  with  much  care. 

I  indorse  without  a  proviso  every  act  in  the  cotton  States,  done  sepa- 
rately or  together,  by  President,  Congress,  and  Cabinet,  and  am  ready 
to  aid  in  all  that  may  be  necessary  t6  accomplish  what  has  been  under- 
taken. 

The  stores  for  troops  at  Fort  Smith  were  seized  as-  they  went  up  the 
Arkansas  River  and  stored  in  Pine  Bluff,  one  mile  from  my  plantation. 
Flour  and  bacon  chiefly. 

I  think  Arkansas,  Virginia,  and  Tennesse  will  be  represented  in  your 
next  Congress,  called  for  the  29th  instant. 

I  don't  think  there  is  any  danger  of  an  overflow.  The  Mississippi  is 
level  lull,  but  not  against  the  levee  above  Napoleon.  The  Arkansas 
has  a  10  foot  bank,  and  falling,  when  I  came  out  a  few  days  ago.  The 
prospect  for  a  corn  crop  fine.  I  planted  one  hundred  acres  for  your 
army.    The  cotton  crop  is  just  coming  up  and  promises  well. 

With  streamers  gay  push  forward  with  sanguine  Clieel*.    Thb  Gt)d  of 
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Battles  must  and  will  be  with  you.     Success  to  the  arm  which  strikes 
for  our  rights. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

S.  E.  COCKRELL. 


Executive  Office, 
lAUle  Eock,  Ark.,  April  22,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  Cit/y : 

In  answer  to  your  requisition  for  troops  from  Arkansas  to  subjugate 
the  Southern  States,  I  have  to  say  that  none  will  be  furnished.  The 
demand  is  only  adding  insult  to  injury.  The  people  of  this  common- 
wealth are  freemen,  not  slaves,  and  wiU  defend  to  the  last  extremity 
their  honor,  lives,  and  property  against  I^orthern  mendacity  and  usur- 
pation. 

H.  M.  EECTOR, 

Governor  of  Arkansas, 


Montgomery,  April  22,  1861. 
Gov.  Henry  M.  Rector,  Little  Bock,  Ark.  : 

Sir:  Your  patriotic  response  to  the  requisition  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  troops  to  coerce  the  Confederate  States  justifies 
the  belief  that  your  people  are  prepared  to  unite  with  us  in  repelling 
the  common  enemy  of  the  South.  Virginia  needs  our  aid.  I  there- 
fore request  you  to  furnish  one  regiment  of  infantry  without  delay, 
to  rendezvous  at  Lynchburg,  Ya.  It  must  consist  of  ten  companies,  or 
not  less  than  sixty-four  men  each.  The  regiment  will  be  entitled  to 
one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major,  one  adjutant  from 
the  line  of  lieutenants,  one  sergeant-major  from  the  enlisted  men. 
Each  company  is  entitled  to  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  two  second 
lieutenants,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  and  two  musicians.  The 
officers,  except  the  staff  officers,  are  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  your  State.  Staff  officers  are  appointed  by 
the  President  j  the  term  of  service  not  less  than  twelve  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged.  They  will  be  mustered  into  the  service  at  Lynch- 
burg, but  transportation  and  subsistence  will  be  provided  from  the 
point  of  departure.  They  will  furnish  their  own  uniform,  but  will 
receive  its  value  in  commutation.  You  have  arms  and  ammunition 
with  which  to  supply  them.  Answer  and  s^y  "whether  you  will  com- 
ply with  this  request,  and,  if  sbj  When.     . 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Little  Rock,  April  23,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

You  may  be  assured  of  the  immediate  action  of  Arkansas  in  joining 
the  Southern  Confederacy ;  but  I  have  no  power.  I  regret,  to  comply 
with  your  request.  Our  convention  assembles  on  the  6th  of  May. 
Then  we  can  and  will  aid. 

H.  M.  RECTOR, 
Governor  ArlcaMsa>8> 
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Little  Eock,  Ark.,  April  23,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

Governor  Eector,  not  being  free^is  yet  to  send  the  regiment  requested 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  undersigned 
the  dispatch.  Will  the  President  accept  a  regiment  raised  by  the  under- 
signed, complying  in  all  other  respects  with  the  requisition  of  the  Secre- 
tary ?  Further,  the  governor  has  agreed  to  arm  and  equip  the  regiment 
when  rendezvoused  at  Little  Rock  Arsenal. 

T.  B.  FLOURNOY,  Colonel. 

j:^rO.  B.  THOMPSblS^,  Ueutenant-Colonel. 

W.  N.  BEOUGNAH. 

JAS.  B.  joh:n^sok 


MONTOOMERY,  Ala.,  April  23,  1861. 
His  Excellency  0.  F.  Jackson,  Governor  of  Missouri : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  17th  instant, 
borne  by  Captains  Green  and  Duke,  and  have  most  cordially  welcomed 
the  fraternal  assurances  it  brings.* 

A  misplaced  but  generous  confidence  has,  for  years  past,  prevented 
the  Southern  States  from  making  the  preparation  required  by  the  pres- 
ent emergency,  and  our  power  to  supply  you  with  ordnance  is  far  short 
of  the  will  to  serve  you.  After  learning  as  well  as  I  could  from  the 
gentlemen  accredited  to  me  what  was  most  needful  for  the  attack  on  the 
arsenal,  I  have  directed  that  Captains  Green  and  Duke  should  be  fur- 
nished with  two  12-pounder  howitzers  and  two  32-pounder  guns,  with 
the  proper  ammunition  for  each.  These,  from  the  commanding  hills, 
will  be  effective,  both  against  the  garrison  and  to  breach  the  inclosing 
walls  of  the  place.  1  concur  with  you  as  to  the  great  importance  of 
capturing  the  arsenal  and  securing  its  supplies,  rendered  doubly  im- 
portant by  the  means  taken  to  obstruct  your  commerce  and  render  you 
unarmed  victims  of  a  hostile  invasion. 

We  look  anxiously  and  hopefully  for  the  day  when  the  star  of  Mis- 
souri shall  be  added  to  the  constellation  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFEESOK  DAYIS. 


Little  Eock,  Ark.,  April  24,  1861. 
L.  P.  Walker  : 

After  the  governor  promised  the  arms,  he  was  forced  to  send  them  to 
the  frontier,  to  protect  the  State  against  invasion.  There  are  now  no 
arms  but  flint-locks.  Can  you  furnish  us  arms  ?  Answer  quick.  Com- 
panies are  waiting  your  response. 

T.  B.  FLOUENOY. 


Little  Eock,  Ark.,  A'pril  25, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

You  will  have  to  arm  us.    There  are  only  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  percussion  guns;  balance  flint-locks.    The  governor  has  employed 

*  Nd;  found, 
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the  percussion  giiDs  to  protect  the  frontier,  and  declines  now  giving  us 
any  until  the  convention  meets  on  the  6th  May.  A  favorable  answer 
desired.  The  men  will  rendezvous  at  once.  We  will  inform  you  when 
ready  to  embark  and  the  route. 

T.  B.  FLOURNOY. 


MoNTaoMERY,  April  26,  1861. 

Gov.  0.  F.  Jackson,  Jefferson  Gity^  Mo, : 

Can  you  arm  and  equip  one  regiment  of  infantry  for  service  in  Vir- 
ginia, to  rendezvous  at  Eichmond?  Transportation  will  be  provided 
by  this  Government.  The  regiment  to  elect  its  own  officers,  and  must 
enlist  for  not  less  than  twelve  months,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


War  Departiment,  C.  S.  A., 

Montgomery^  April  29,  1861. 
Col.  M.  J.  Thompson,  Saint  Joseph,  Mo.  : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  of  AiDril,  addressed  to  the  President? 
has  been  referred  to  this  Department,  and  I  am  instructed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  say,  in  answer  to  your  proposition,  that  the  time  is 
rapidly  approaching,  in  his  opinion,  when,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
governor  of  Missouri,  military  assistance  may  be  accepted  from  that 
State  by  the  Confederate  States.  In  view  of  this  gratifying  fact,  those 
among  you  sympathizing  with  our  cause  would  do  well  to  organize 
military  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  aad  hold  them  in  readi- 
ness for  action  against  our  incendiarv  foe,  equally  hostile  to  the  entire 
South. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  TYLER,  Jr. 


Little  Rock,  April  29,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Your  communication  of  the  17th  instant  is  received.  A  battery  on 
the  Mississippi  near  Helena,  or  any  other  eligible  point,  is  important  as 
well  to  the  Confederate  States  as  to  Arkansas,  and  meets  my  entire 
ajjfproval  and  consent. 

H.  M.  RECTOR. 


Washington,  Hempstead  County,  Ark., 

May  1,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jeff.  Davis,  Montgomery,  Ala,  : 

Sir  :  Arkansas  will  certainly  secede  between  the  6th  and  8th  instant, 
and  join  as  soon  as  may  be  the  Southern  Confederacy.  As  commander 
of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  the  Militia,  I  am  authorized  to 
tender  you,  without  limit,  the  whole  strength  of  the  brigade,  to  be  used 
or  called  into  active  service  as  you  may  deem  proper.  There  are,  as 
present  constituted,  eight  regiments  in  the  brigade,  all  officered  and 
ready  for  action  except  in  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
Please  communicate  with  me  immediately. 
Yery  respectfully, 

BENJ.  P.  JETT, 
Brig,  Gen.,  First  Brig,,  First  JDiv.,  Arkansas  Militia, 
44  R  R 
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Executive  Department, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  May  5,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery : 

Sir  :  Yours  of  26th  ultimo  via  Louisville  is  received,.  I  have  no  legal 
authority"  to  furnish  the  men  you  desire.  Missouri,  you  know,  is  yet 
under  the  tyranny  of  Lincoln's  Government,  so  far,  at  least,  as  forms  go. 
We  are  wofally  deficient  here  in  arms,  and  cannot  furnish  them  at  pres- 
ent ;  but  so  far  as  men  are  concerned,  we  have  plenty  of  them,  ready, 
willing,  and  anxious  to  march  at  any  moment  to  the  defense  of  the 
South.  Our  legislature  has  just  met,  and  I  doubt  not  will  give  me  all 
necessary  authority  over  the  matter.  If  you  can  arm  the  men  they  will 
go  whenever  wanted,  and  to  any  point  where  they  may  be  most  needed. 
I  send  this  to  Memphis  by  private  hand,  being  afraid  to  trust  our  mails 
or  telegraphs.  Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  same  means.  Missouri 
can  and  will  put  one  hundred  thousand  men  in  the  field,  if  required. 
We  are  using  every  means  to  arm  our  people,  and,  until  we  are  better 
prepared,  must  move  cautiously.     I  write  this  in  confidence. 

With  my  prayers  for  your  success,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  JAOKSOK, 

Governor  of  Missouri. 


Little  Eock.  May  6,  1861. 
Hon.  Jefp.  Davis: 

Convention  passed  ordinance  of  secession  at  4  p.  m.  by  a  unanimous 
vote. 

T.  0.  HINDMAlSr. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Mil.  Dist.,  Missouri  Vol.  Militia, 
Camp  C.  F.  Jackson,  near  Saint  Joseph,  Mo., 

Monday,  May  6,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  25th  ultimo  has  been  received,  and  I  am  thank- 
ful for  your  courtesy.  I  hope,  and  have  reasonable  expectations  now, 
that  Missouri  will  soon  wheel  into  line  with  her  Southern  sisters,  in  which 
case  I  and  my  men  will  be  needed  here  at  home.  I  believe  that  this 
portion  of  Missouri  (north  of  the  Missouri  Eiver)  will  be  the  principal 
battle-ground  between  the  ISTorth  and  the  South,  as  Saint  Joseph,  with 
its  railroad  connections,  is  the  key  to  Kansas,  New  Mexico,  Jefferson,  [?] 
and  Utah,  and  we  have  already  been  notified  that  the  I^orth  has  deter- 
mined to  hold  this  portion  of  the  State,  even  though  they  lose  all  the 
rest  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  they  will  either  cover  it  over  with 
dollars  or  blood,  and  the  choice  is  for  us  to  make.  I  have  eight  com- 
panies here  in  a  camp  of  instruction,  by  order  of  our  governor,  and  can 
assure  you  that  they  are  all  Blue  Cockade  boys,  and  if  our  leaders  are 
disposed  to  sell  this  territory  for  money,  our  blood  will  remain  at  your 
service. 

Yours,  most  respectfuUv, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
Colonel,  Inspector  of  Fourth  Military  district. 
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Headquarters  Eighth  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Arkansas  Militia, 

Fort  Smith,  ArJc,  May  8,  1861. 
Gov.  0.  Harris  : 

To-day  we  have  information  that  Arkansas,  in  Convention,  has  seceded, 
by  a  vote  69  to  1.  Tennessee  has  also  seceded,  and  made  large  appro- 
priations and  ordered  an  army  of  50,000  men. 

Arkansas  has  for  several  days  past  been  in  arms  on  this  frontier  for 
the  protection  [of]  citizens,  and  the  neighboring  Indian  nations  whose 
interests  are  identical  with  her  own. 

I  have  news  through  my  scouts  that  the  U.  S.  troops  have  abandoned 
the  forts  in  the  Chickasaw  country. 

Under  my  orders  from  the  commander-in-chief  and  governor  of  Arkan- 
sas, I  feel  authorized  to  extend  to  you  such  military  aid  as  will  be  re- 
(juired  in  the  present  juncture  of  affairs  to  occupy  and  hold  the  forts. 

I  have  appointed  Col.  A.  H.  Word,  one  of  the  State  senators,  and 
Captain  Sparks,  attached  to  this  command,  commissioners  to  treat  and 
confer  with  you  on  this  subject.  These  gentlemen  are  fully  apprised  of 
the  nature  of  the  powers  intrusted  to  myself  by  the  governor  of  this 
State,  and  are  authorized  to  express  to  you  my  views  of  the  subject 
under  consideration.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  you  express  to  them  your 
own  wishes  in  the  premises,  and  believe,  my  dear  sir,  that  Arkansas 
cherishes  the  kindest  regards  for  your  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with  sentiments  of  regard,  your 
excellency's  friend  and  servant, 

B.  BUEKOUGHS, 
Brigadier- General  J  Commanding, 
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Davis,  Jefferson 468,608 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters 380, 408, 419, 420 

Perkins,  John  J 607 

Slemmer,  Adam  J 362 

War  Department,  C.  S 275,455-465,468,608 

Mentioned - 275,363,378,382,387, 

391,  400,  407,  413,  417,  431,  437,  44&-451,  453,  454,  460,462,464,490,610 

Orders  issued  by 

No.     1,  par.I,  series  1861 449 

No.     4,  series  1861 451 

No.  24,  series  1861 464 

Brailijon,  Corporal.    Mentioned 56 

Brannan,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters - - 345,360 

Hunt,  E.  B 343 

Mentioned 346,352,356,375,424 

Reports  of  occupation  of  Fort  Taylor,  Fla 342-345 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 

Public  property  at,  to  be  destroyed 537 

Public  property  at,  seiziure  of 
Reports  of 

Hill,  Bennett  H 535,536,540 

Thompson,  James - 537 
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Breck,  Samuel.    Mentioned 70 

Bre"V7er,  Walter.    Mentioned 10 

Brewster,  H.  P. 

Correspondence  with 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 274 

War  Department,  C.  S 614 

Mentioned 624,630 

Britton,  E.  H.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 481 

Broadhead,  James  O.    Mentioned 675 

Broady,  E.  H. 

Correspondence  with  "B." 387,388 

Mentioned 387-389 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  Steamer.    Mentioned 119, 134, 253, 352, 354, 355, 357 

Brooklyn  Navy -Yard,  Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  A.  Lincoln 229 

Brooks,  Private.     Mentioned 46 

Brooks,  Horace.     Mentioned 390,397,399,415,439 

Brooks,  William  M.     (See  Alabama  Convention.) 

Brougnah,  W.  N.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 688 

Brown,  Albert  G.    Mentioned 443 

Brown,  Fort,  Tex. 

Evacuation  of.    Report  of  Electus  Backus 560 

Orders,  No.  4,  series  1861 536 

Orders,  No.  5,  series  1861 537 

Brown,  George.    Mentioned 399 

Brown,  Harvey. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Department  of  Florida 365, 374 

Instructions  to 365 

Mentioned 367, 374, 380, 393-398, 400, 411, 415, 427, 441, 442, 463 

Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  aid 367 

Staff  announced 374 

(See  Florida,  Department  of.) 

Brown,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned 318,319,322,442 

(See  Georgia,  Governor  of.) 

Brown,  Nathan  W.    Mentioned 649,651 

Brownfield,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 56 

Brownfield,  T.  Sumter.    Mentioned 33,46,48,55 

Brow^nlee,  John  A.    (See  Saint  Louis  Police  Commissioners.) 

Bruce,  Henry.    Mentioned 181 

Bruns,  J.  D.    Mentioned 33,35,36,42,52 

Bryan,  Mr.     Mentioned 459 

Buchanan,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Alabama,  Governor  of 327 

Army  Headquarters Ill,  114, 119 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 501 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 484 

South  Carolina  Commissioners 109, 115, 120 

South  Carolina  Delegation 116, 126 

Declines  to  receive  communication  of  South  Carolina  Commissioners 125 

Mentioned 256,257,443,500 

Buell,  Don  Carlos. 

Instructions  to  Anderson,  memorandum  of 89,117 

Mentioned 93,94,103,117,182,580 

Bugard,  Private.    Mentioned 46 
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Buist,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 45,48,55,159 

Burgevin,  BdniTind.     {^ee  Governor  of  Arkansas.) 
Burleson,  A.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Richard  W.  Johnson 595 

Mentioned 594-596 

Burnet,B.  S.     Mentioned 40,52,54 

Burns,  "William  W. 

Mentioned 651,663,668 

Report  of  seizure  of  subsistence  stores  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark 647 

Burroughs,  B.    Correspondence  with  C.  Harris 691 

Burt,  B. 

Mentioned 323,324 

Report  of  seizure  of  Oglethorpe  Barracks^  Ga 324 

Burton,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 439 

Butler,  Colonel.     Mentioned 367 

Butler,  Benjamin  P.    Mentioned 681 

Butler,  "William. 

Mentioned 31,33,36,39-42,63 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 50 

Caldwell,  James  P.    Mentioned ...„ 341 

Caldwell,  Mr.    Correspondence  with  Charleston,^  S.  C,  telegraph  office ."     287 

Calhoun,  "W.  R. 

Mentioned 33,37,39-42 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 51 

Call,  George  W.    Correspondence  with  D.  L.  Yulee 442 

Callaghau,  Charles.    Mentioned 534, 560 

Cameron,  Simon.    Mentioned 189,368 

(See  War  Department,  U,  S.) 

Campbell,  Mr.    Mentioned 49,55 

Campbell,  Mr.    Mentioned 426 

Campbell,  Charles  A. 

Mentioned 648 

Report  of  occupation  of  Fort  Arbuckle,  Ind.  Ter 652 

Campbell,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Florida,  Department  Headquarters 410 

Mentioned 366,374 

Canby,  Ed.  R.  S. 

Mentioned 604 

Report  of  condition  of  affairs  in  New  Mexico 606 

Succeeds  Loring  in  command  Department  New  Mexico 606 

(See  Nmo  Mexico ,  Department  Headquarters.) 

Cautwell,  John.     Mentioned , 477,478 

Capers,  R.  C.     Mentioned 492 

Carolan,  John  M.    Mentioned 572,635 

Carpenter,  S.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

McCulloch,  H.  E 543 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 523,541 

Texas,  State  troops,  commanding  officer 542, 543 

Mentioned 522,540,543,544 

Report  of  seizure  of  Camp  Cooper,  Tex 541 

Carrlngton,  "W.  P.   Mentioned 463 

Cash,  John  C.    Mentioned 376 

Cass,Lewis.    Mentioned 125 
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Page. 
Castle  Pinckney. 

Davis,  JeffersoiiC.,  relieved  from  duty  at 91 

Defense  of,  measures  for 69-72,74-81,83,84,179 

Defenses,  condition,  &c 94,99,104,129,130 

Meade,  Eichard  K.,  placed  in  charge  of 90 

Reconnaissance  of,  by  steamers,  December  20,  1860 106 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  Robert 3 

Foster,  John  G - 4,109,179 

South  Carolina,  Govemorof 252 

Caswell,  Port,  N.  C. 

Restoration  toU.  S 484,485 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Dardingkiller,  Frederick , 476 

Foster,  John  G 477,478 

Cave,  E.  W.     (See  Texas,  Secretary  of  State  of.) 

Chadboume,  Port,  Tex.      Surrender  of.    Report  of  Gouvemeur  Morris 558 

Chalfin,  Samuel  P.    Mentioned. 437, 439 

Chambers,  Major.    Mentioned 459 

Chandler,  D.  T.     Mentioned 521, 524, 525, 532, 553, 555, 557, 558 

Charleston  Arsenal,  S.  C. 

Ammunition,  removal  from,  stopped 69 

Arms,  removal  from , 95-103 

Defense  of,  measures  for '. ,       72 

Defenses  of,  condition,  &c 94,104,129,130 

Huger,  Benjamin,  assumes  command 74 

Seizure  of.    Reports  of  F.  C.  Humphreys 5-9 

Troops,  U.  S.,  transfer  of,  to  Augusta  Arsenal 320 

Charleston  Custom-House.    Palmetto  flag  hoisted 109 

Charleston  Harbor. 

Operations  in 

Beauregard,  G.  T.,  assigned  to,  and  assumes  command  of  troops 260, 206 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.  72, 76, 77, 82, 88, 92, 152, 161, 162, 187, 236 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 277, 279, 283, 284, 291 

Allston,  Charles,  jr 64 

Anderson,  Robert 2,3,12-15,74,78,81,83,84,67, 

89,  93,  94,  99,  105,  112,  114, 120, 133, 134, 143-145, 150-153, 158-163, 169- 

171,173,  175-177,  179,  181,  183,185,  186,188,190-195,206,208-213,  216, 

218,  220-224,  226-228,230,  232,  236,  238,  241,245-247,  249,250,293,  294 

Army  Headquarters 111-11 1, 

119,  128,  130-132,  134,  177,  179,  209,  236,  245,  248 

Beauregard,  G.  T 13-15, 25, 28-30, 35, 222, 223, 226, 247, 248, 250, 264, 

266,  267,  271,  273-275,  279-284,  286,  289-291,  295-306, 308-310, 312-316 

BoggSjW.R 266 

Bonham,  M.  L 265,303,307 

Brewster,  H.  P 274 

Buchanan,  James 115,125 

Buell,D.  C 89,117 

Butler,  William 50 

Caldwell  (telegraph  operator) 287 

Calhoim,  W.  R 61 

Chesnut,  James,  jr 59,60,d3 
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Charleston  Harbor — Continued. 
Operations  in 

Coinmunica.tions  from 

Chisolm,  A.  R 59,60,62 

Confederate  States  Commissioners. .  275, 277, 283, 284, 286, 287, 289, 297, 301 

Cunningham,  John 7 

Cuthbert,  G.  B 54,57 

Davis,  Jefferson 258 

De  Saussure,  W.  G 43 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  M , 35 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 73,  78, 

81, 87, 90, 99, 102, 104, 107-109, 157, 168, 212, 217, 224, 232 

booster,  John  G 4, 16, 73, 76, 80, 83, 84, 90, 95, 97, 100, 102, 103, 106, 108, 

115, 136-138, 146, 155, 100, 164, 170, 172, 175, 177-180, 181, 184, 185, 180-192, 
194-196, 205, 206, 208-211, 216, 221, 223, 224, 226-228, 231, 239, 242,  246,  293 

Fox,  G.  V 11 

Friend  (anonymous,  signed  A  Friend) 287 

Gardner,  John  L 68 

Gibbes,  R.  W 66 

Gregg,  Maxcy 269,273,306 

Gwynn,  Walter 270,271,277 

Hall,  Norman  J 138,211,230 

Hallonquist,  J.  H 51 

Hamilton,  J.  R 316 

Hartstene,  H.  J 65,66,299,313 

Harvey,  James  E 287,288 

Hayne,  I.  W 253 

Huger,  Benjamin 74 

Huger,  T.  B 315 

Humphreys,  F.  C 5-8,69,72,96,101 

Hutter,  George  C - 132 

Jones,  D.  R 64,65 

King,  J.  Gadsden 57 

Lee,  Stephen  D 59, 60, 63 

Lincoln,  A 196,226,229 

Magrath,  A.  G 287 

Manning,  John  L 60,62 

Martin,  R 50 

Miles,  W.  Porcher .,  .,  62,63,65 

Military  Affairs,  H.  R 94 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 240 

North,  James  H 253 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A. 6, 8, 67, 69, 70, 74, 86, 102, 104, 130 

Parker,  C.W 58,59 

Paymaster-General,  U.  S.  A 133 

Pettigrew,  J.  Johnston „ 268 

Pope,  J.  J.,  jr 268,306 

Porter,  Fitz-John 70 

Pry  or,  Roger  A 63, 65 

Rhett,  Alfred 53 

Rhett,  R.  B.,  jr 308,309 

Ripley,  R.  S 39,262,264,269,311 

Scott,  H.L 180 

Seymour,  T 154,213,237 

Simons,  James 37,302,306,309,313-315 
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Charleston  Harbor — Continued. 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Snyder,  G.  W 213,237,241 

South  Carolina,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office 265 

South  Carolina  Commissioners 109, 120 

South  Carolina  Delegation 116, 125, 126 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 7, 

113,  135,  252,  254,  258,  280,  281,  289,  291,  292,  303,  304,  307,  314 

South  Carolina,  Quartermaster-General 145 

South  Carolina,  Secretary  of  War  of 144, 145, 151, 174, 219, 261, 304 

State,  Secretary  of,  U.  S 140 

Stevens,  P.  F 47,48 

Talbot,  Theodore 251 

Thompson,  J 252 

Tyler,  John 253,254,257 

Valentine,  Jacob 53 

Wagner,  Thomas  M 52 

War  Department,  C.  S 259-261, 

272,  275,  276,  278,  279,  285,  286,  288-291,  297,  301,  302,  305,  310,  316 

War  Department,  U.  S 3,16, 

68,  98,  100,  103,  117,  129,  136,  140,  149,  166,  182,  196,  208,  235,  245 

Washington,  J.E.McP 58 

Washington,  L.  Q 261,263 

Whiting,  W.H.C 15,27,298,302,306,309,313-315 

White,  W.  C 310 

Wigfall,  Louis  T. 9 

Woods,  Charles  R 252, 253, 257, 261, 273, 276, 278, 307 

(Confederate  Government  assumes  charge 259 

Correspondence,  Confederate 252-317 

Correspondence,  Union 67-252 

Defense  of,  measures  for  (against  U.  S. ) 253, 315-317 

Events.     Principal,  Summary  of 1 

Reports 1-67 

List  of 1 

(See  Castle  Pinckney^  Cliarleston  Arsenal^  Forts  Johnson,  Moultrie,  and  Sumt^.) 

Charleston  Telegraph  Office.     Correspondence  with  Mr.  Caldwell 287 

Chase,  Salmon  P.    Mentioned 257,284 

Chase,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Benjamin,  J.  P 445 

Clay,  C.  C 445 

Davis,  Jefferson 445 

Fitzpatrick,  Ben 445 

Hemphill,  John 445 

Iverson,  A .-• 445 

Mallory,  S.  R 444,445 

Slommer,  Adam  J 337-340,359 

Slidell,  John 445 

Wigfall,  L.T v...-» 445 

Yulee,  D.  L : 445 

Mentioned 337-339, 341, 353-365, 359, 362, 363, 365, 442, 444, 445, 44G 

45  B  B 
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Chesnut,  James,  jr. 

Mentioned 13,14,18,35,38 

Reports  of  bombar  Imct  t  and  occupation  of  Fort  Sumter 59, 60, 62 

(See  Cr.  T.  Beauregard.) 

Chew,  Roberts.     Mentioned 251,252,291,292 

Childs,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned , 450 

Childs,  F.  L. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 296 

Mentioned 34,47,281 

Chilton,  R.  H.     (See  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A.) 
Chisolm,  A.  R. 

Mentioned 18,35,38,223 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 59, 60, 62 

Chisolm,  G.  G.     Mentioned 66 

Chubb,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Clapp,  H.    Mentioned 374,394 

Clark,  Captain.     Mentioned 452 

Clark,  Edward.    Mentioned 616,630 

(See  Texas  J  Governor  of.) 

Clarke,  Henry  P.    Mentioned 366,374,4X5 

Clay,  C.  C,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Alabama,  Governor  of 445 

Chase,  W.  H 445 

Florida,  Governor  of.., 445 

Mentioned I...      443 

Clayton,  H.  D.     Mentioned 469 

Clayton,  Powell.     Mentioned 677 

Clemens,  Jere.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 447 

Clinch,  Port,  Pla. 

Affairs  at,  condition  of 367,36» 

Defense  of,  measures  for 470, 471, 473: 

Public  property  at 367, 36& 

Clingman,  T.  L.    Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 486 

Clinch,  D.  L.      Mentioned 155 

CUtz,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 366, 372, 378, 399, 415, 428, 532 

Clopton,  David.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 326 

Closson,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 424, 425- 

Cobb,  Port,  Ind.  T. 

Abandonment  of.     Report  of  William  H.  Emory 648i 

Commanding  officer  of 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  Emory 662,663 

Defense  of,  measures  for 661,662 

Cobb,  Howell.     (See  Confederate  Congress^  Provisional.) 

Colburn,  Albert  V.     Mentioned 656 

Cockrell,  S.  R.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S . . . , 686 

Cody,  Private.     Mentioned ., 54 

Collins,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 552,588 

Colorado,  Camp,  Tex.     Evacuation  of.    Report  of  E.  Kirby  Smith 559 

Colors,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry.    Rescue  of.     Report  of  John  C.  Hesse 566 

Coltart,  Colonel.    Mentioned 470 

Confederate  Congress. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Soith  Carolina 254 

Resolutions  relative  to  occupation  of  U.  S.  forts  and  arsenals,  &c 254, 258 
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Confederate  States  Comxnisslonen. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 277,289,297,301 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 275 

-  Toombs,  Robert 277,284,286,287 

War  Department,  C.  S 283 

Confederate  States  Troops.     Organization 452-454 

Cooke,  Lieutenant 679 

Cooper,  Camp,  Tez. 

Seizure  of.    Report  of  S.  D.  Carpenter 541 

Orders,  No.  12,  series  1861 541 

Cooper,  Samuel.    Mentioned 81,182,644 

(See  Adjutant- General' 8  Office,  U.  S.  A. ;  also  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 

eraVs  Office,  C.  S,  A.) 

Corning,  Erastus.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 677, 681 

Cozsitter,  Captain.    Mentioned 348 

Cozzens,  Captain.     Mentioned * 677 

Craig,  Henry  K.    Mentioned 102,320,344 

(See  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S,  A.) 

Craskeys,  Private.    Mentioned 56 

Craven,  Tunis  A.  M. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  French 364, 405 

Mentioned 343,356,357,375,395,412,425,426,431 

Cravrford,  John  C.    Mentioned 561 

Crawford,  Martin  J.    Mentioned 241-243,263,283,294 

(See  Confederate  Commissioner 8.) 

Crawford,  S.  TV.    Mentioned 62, 70, 81, 104, 174, 185, 202, 220 

Crittenden,  George  B.    Mentioned 604 

Crusoe,  Mr.     Mentioned 425,426 

Cummings,  P.    Mentioned 54 

Cummings  Point,  S,  C.     Sketches  and  description  of  works 164, 165 

Cunningham,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Humphreys,  F.  C 7 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 7 

Mentioned 8,302,303,317 

Cuthbert,  George  B. 

Mentioned 28,33,43,45,48,49,55 

Reports  of  bombardment  and  evacuatioo  of  Fort  Sumter 54, 57 

Daggett,  Captain.    Mentioned 310,311 

Dalrymple,  W.  C.    Mentioned 541,613 

(See  Texas  State  Troops,  Commanding  Offi^ier,) 

Daly,  Mr.    Mentioned 270 

Dardingkiller,  Frederick. 

Mentioned 475 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C 476 

Dart,  Mr.    Mentioned 496 

Davenport,  Captain.     Mentioned 304 

Davey,  Mr.     Mentioned 23 

Davidson,  Captain.    Mentioned 631 

Daviga,  Dr.     Mentioned 42 

Davis,  Fort,  Tex.    Evacuation  of 594,596 

Davis,  I.  Francis.    Mentioned 624,633 
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Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.T 309 

Bonham,M.  L 265 

Bragg,  Braxton 468,608 

Chase,  W.  H. 445 

Florida,  Governor  of 445,447 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 690 

Jett,  Benjamin  P 689 

Missouri,  Governor  of 688 

Nueces  County,  Texas,  citizens  of 629 

Pritchard,  W.  H 452 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 258, 292 

Texas,  Governor  of 621,626 

Thompson,  M.JeJff 684,690 

War  Department,  C.  S 261 

Waul,  T.N 615 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 258 

Wigfall,  Louis  T 273 

Mentioned 167,168,369,442-445,568,615-617,624 

Davis,  Jefferson  C. 

Mentioned 23,59,70,80,83-85,91,153,157,202 

Eelievcd  from  temporary  duty  at  Castle  Plnckney 91 

Davis,  Matthevcr  L.,  jr.     Mentioned , 534 

Da-wson,  Samuel  K.    Mentioned 437 

Dearing,  Colonel.     Mentioned 34 

Deas,  George.    (See  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office^  C.  S.A.) 

De  Hart,  Captain.    Mentioned 439 

De  Jarnette,  Mr.    Mentioned 263 

De  Lagnel,  Julius  A. 

Mentioned 478 

Report  of  seizure  of  FayetteviUe  Arsenal,  N.  C 479 

DeRussy,  Rene  E.     Mentioned 94,103,129,-319 

(See  Engineer  Department^  U.  S.  A.) 

De  Saussure,  "Wilmot  G. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 308 

Mentioned 33, 34, 37, 49, 152, 159, 218, 237-239, 242, 295, 299, 303, 308, 309, 317 

Eeport  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 43 

De  Saussure,  'William  D.    Mentioned 35-37 

Devine,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 504, 506, 508, 511, 512, 544, 573, 616, 635 

(See  Texas  Commissioners.) 

De  Witt,  Colonel.    Mentioned 632 

Dick,  F.  A.     Mentioned 680 

Dilworth,W.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Morton,  Jackson - 470 

Owens,  J.B 470 

War  Department,  C.S 470,473 

Ward,  G.T 470 

Dimick,  Justin. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 119, 351, 352 

Mentioned -      353 

Dixon,  Senator.    Mentioned 284 

Dodge,  G.  M.    Correspondence  with  John  A.  Kasson 661 

Doubleday,  Abner.    Mentioned 18,70,84,202,213 
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Douglass,  Henry.     Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Marioii ,  Pia 333 

Douglas,  Judge.    Mentioned 426 

Draper,  S.    Mentioned 414 

Duane,James  C.    Mentioned 372,399 

Duff,  James. 

Mentioned 5.54,572,593,631,635 

Report  of  capture  of  Co.  A,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  near  San  Antonio,  Tex. .       578 

Duke,  Captain.    Mentioned 688 

Duncan,  Fort,  Tex.    Evacuation  of.    Report  of  O.  L.  Shepherd 561 

Duncan,  J.  K.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 275 

Duncan,  James.    Mentioned 370 

Dunham,  J.  L.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.S 455, 458 

Qunkin,  B.  P.    Correspondence  with  James  E.  Harvey 287 

Dunn,  Colonel.     Mentioned 332 

Dunovant,  John.    Mentioned 42 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.T 300,312 

Pope.J.  J.,jr 268 

Mentioned 33,41,62,63,183,267,303 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 35 

Duryea,  Colonel.     Mentioned 34,221 

DTvyer,  Corporal.    Mentioned 56 

DTvyer,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 572,635 

D"wyer,  ^Private.    Mentioned 54 

Earle,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 34, 42 

East,  Department  Headquarters.    Correspondence  with  Israel  Vogdes 378 

Easton,  Langdon  C.    Report  of  seizure  of  ordnance  stores  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.    652 

Eaton,  Amos  B.    Mentioned 130,236 

Echols,  VT.  H.    Mentioned 591 

Edgar,  W.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Maclin,  Sackfield 547 

McCulloch,Ben 547 

Mentioned 547,572,574,631,632,635 

Ed'waids,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 53 

Elliott,  Stephen.    Mentioned 56 

Ellis,  John  W.    Mentioned 488 

(See  North  Carolinaf  Governor  of,) 
Elzey,  Arnold. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-Generars  Ofiace,  U.  S.  A 320-322 

Lawton,  A.  R 322 

War  Department,  U.  S 322 

Mentioned   320-322 

Reports  of  the  seizure  of  Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga 320-322 

Emory,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 649,656,659,660,665 

Commanding  Officer  Fort  Cobb,  Ind.  T 662,663 

West,  Department  Headquarters 661, 668 

Mentioned &47, 650, 653, 659, 660, 662, 680 

Report  of  the  abandonment  of  Forts  Arbuckle,  Cobb,  and  Washita,  Ind.  T.      648 
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Bnginoer  Department,  IT.  8.  A.  ^'''S^? 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  Jolin  G 73,76, 

78,  80,  83,  84,  87,  90,  95,  97,  100,  104,  106-108, 115, 136-138, 146, 155, 
157,  160,  164,  168,  170,  172,  175,  177,  178,  180,  181, 184-192, 194-196, 
205, 206, 208-212, 216, 217, 221, 223, 224, 226-228, 231, 239, 242, 246, 293 

Hunt,  EdwardB 383 

McFarland,  Walter 496,498,500 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 393 

War  Department,  U.  S 99,102,107,232,367,368,383 

Woodbury,  D.  P 367 

Urben,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 341 

Evans,  N.  G.    Mentioned 33,35,36,265 

(See  South  Carolina  Armyy  Adjutant-General.) 

Farelly,  Charles.    Mentioned 52,54,56 

Farrand,  Ebenezer.    Mentioned , 335,337,449 

Farrar,  Benjamin.    Report  of  the  seizure  of  Liberty  Arsenal,  Mo 649 

Fayetteville,  N.C.    U.  S.  Troops  at 481-484 

Fayetteville  Arsenal,  N.  C. 
Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  Samuel  S 478 

De  Lagnel,  Julius  A 479 

Terms  of  evacuation 479 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Citizens  of.    Correspondence  with  Mayor  of  Fayette- 

vme,N.  C 482 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Mayor  of. 
Correspondence  with 

Bradford,  J.  A.  J 482,483 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  citizens  of 482 

War  Department,  U.  S 483,484 

Fayssoox,  T.  S.    Mentioned 42 

Fear,  Cape,  N.C.    Defense  of,  measures  for 486-488 

Ferguson,  S.'W.    Mention'id 35,37,50,223,267 

(See  G.  T.  Beauregard.) 

Filly,  OliverT.    Mentioned 675 

Finegan,  Joseph.    Correspondence  with  D.  L.  Yulee 442, 443 

Finlay,  Captain.    Mentioned 632 

Fitzpatrick,  Benjamin. 
Correspondence  with 

Alabama,  (JoTemorof - 445 

Chase,  W.  H 445 

Florida,  Gtovemor  of 445 

War  Department,  U.S 149 

Mentioned 446 

Flemming,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 39,40,42,52 

Florida. 

Arms,  ammunition,  garrisons,  &c.,  at  posts  in — ^ 349 

Coast  of 

Suggestions  for  defense  of 466-468 

Convention  of 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  .^ 444 

Department  of 

Affairs  in,  condition  of.    Report  of  M.  C. Meigs 393-399 

Brown,  Harvey ;  assumes  command ;  staff  announced 374 
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P»g«. 
riorlda — Continued. 

Department  of 

Fort  Pickens  auuoauced  as  headquarters  of 380 

War,  council  of,  ordered  in 415 

Department  Headquarters 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 403,409,410,413 

Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A 382, 387, 437, 439,  440 

Army  Headquarters 365, 372, 373, 

376, 378, 380, 390, 391, 400, 407, 411, 414, 416, 424, 427-429, 431-435, 441 

Arnold,  Lewis  G 37 1 ,  377, 392 

Bragg,  Braxton 380, 408, 419, 420 

Campbell,  John 410 

French,  W.  H .' 375, 393, 404, 411, 412, 424, 425, 427, 430 

Hunt,  Edward  B 371 

McKean,  WilUam  W 418,419 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 381,385,389,391 

Morton,  J.  St.  C 372 

Porter,  D.D 382,402 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 438 

Tower,  Zealous  B 415 

Orders,  General,  No.  1,  series  1861 374 

Orders,  General, No. 3,  8eriesl861 380 

Orders,  Special,  No.  27,  series  1861 415 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  J.  A 472 

Beivjamin,  J.  P 445 

Clay,  C.C.,  jr 445 

Dayis,  Jefferson 445, 447 

Fitzpatrick,  Benjamin 445 

Florida  Convention * 444 

Hawkins,  George  S 444 

Hemphill,  John 445 

Iverson,  Alfred '...      445 

Mallory,  S.E 444,445 

SUdeU,  John 445 

War  Department,  C.S 291,469,471,473 

Wigfall,  LouisT 445 

Yulee,  D.L 444,445 

Grayson,  John  B.,  assigned  to  commandln 473 

Key  West, 

Citizens  of,  tender  serA'^ices 42ft 

Habeas  corpus  suspended  at 411 

''Island  Guards"  disbanded 411 

Officers  and  citizens  to  be  protected 375 

Port  of,  declaration  of  blockade  of 429 

Military  posts. 

Numerical  force,  arms,  &c •• 349 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Adams,  Henry  A 376,388,400,403,409,413 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C«  S.  A 448, 

451, 453-456, 462, 469, 472 

Alabama,  Governor  of 444, 445, 452 
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Page, 
Florida — Contiiiued. 

Operations  lu 

Communications  from 

Alexander,  J.  A 472 

Armstrong,  James .' ,. 336 

Army  Headquarters 334, 345, 350-352, 360, 365, 427 

Arnold,  Lewis  G 345,346 

Astor,  J.  J 414 

Baker,  Boiling 455 

Benjamin,  J.  P 445 

Bragg,  Braxton 362, 413,  420, 452,  455-461, 463-465, 468, 469 

Brannan,  J.  M 342-345,360 

Campbell,  John 410 

Chase,  WilUam  H 337,339,340,354,359 

Clay,  C.C,  jr 445 

Clemens,  Jere 447 

Davis,  Jefferson 445, 447 

Dilworth,  W.S 470 

Dimick,  Justin 352 

Douglass,  Henry 333 

Dunham,  J.  L 455 

Engineer  Department, U. S.  A 232,367,383 

Fitzpatrick,  Benjamin 445 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters  .37 1-373, 375-378, 380, 382,  387, 390-393, 

400, 403, 404,  407-412, 414, 416, 418, 419, 420, 424,  427-429, 431-435,  437-441 

Florida,  Governor  of 332,444,469,471 

French,  William  H 364, 389, 405, 406, 411, 424, 425, 430 

Griffin,  J.  J 455 

Hardee,  W.  J 453,458 

Hawkins,  George  S 444 

Hemphill,  John 445 

Holland,  D.  P 450 

Hubert, 460 

Hunt,  E.B 343,383 

Hunt,  Henry  J 370 

Iverson,  A 445 

Joe 403 

Key  West,  Fla.,  citizens  of 426 

Lincoln,  A 366,367,406,440 

Mallory,  S.  K ......  349,351,354,444,445 

McKean,  W.  W 418 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 347, 368, 374, 381, 385, 389, 391, 393 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 355,440 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 349 

Owens,  H.  E 448 

Porter,  D.D 382,402 

Powell,  E 332 

Pritchard,  William  H 452 

Putnam,  H.  S 341 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 441 

Saunders,  John  S 353 

Simmons,  B.  F 455 

Slemmer,  Adam  J 333, 

334, 336, 338-^40, 358, 359, 361, 362, 365, 387, 388 

Slidell,  John 445 

Spencer,  S.  W 455 
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Florida — Continued. 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Tower,  Zealous  B .♦. 415 

Vogdes,  Israel 356,357,360,363,378 

War  Department,  C.  S 4r>3, 456-460, 462-465, 468, 473 

War  Department,  U.  S 348, 351, 354, 355, 368, 415, 422, 423 

Ward,  George  T 466 

Wigfall,  Louis  T 445 

Wood,  S.A.M 469 

Woodbury,  D.P 367 

Worden,  John  L 461,462 

Yuell,  E 347 

Yulee,  D.  L 348,349,351,442-445 

Correspondence,  Confederate 442-473 

Correspondence,  Union 348-442 

Events.     Principal,  Summary  of , 331 

Reports 332-348 

List  of „ 331 

(See  Pensaeola  Harbor j  Fori  Pickens j  ^c.) 

Santa  Eosa  Island,  condition  of  affairs  on 469 

Approximate  statement  of  U.  S.  forces  on  and  about 399 

Secession  of,  ordinance  adopted.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events  A 

rioumoy,  T.  B.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 688 

Floyd,  John  B.     Mentioned 90,94,99,119,128,129,252 

(See  War  Department,  C.  S.) 

Flynn,  Captain.    Mentioned 270 

Flynn,  John.     Mentioned 387,388,412,425 

Ford,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with  Earl  Van  Dom 577 

Mentioned 539,572,573,575,601,618,630,631,635 

Forney,  John  H.     Mentioned 449, 451 

Forsyth,  John.    (See  Confederate  Commissioners.) 

Foster,  Mr.     Mentioned 292 

Foster,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A , 73, 76, 

78,  80,  83,  84,  87,  90,  95,  97,  100,  104, 106, 107, 108, 115, 136-138, 146, 

155, 157, 160, 164, 168, 170, 172, 175, 177, 178, 180, 181, 184-192, 194-196, 

205,  206, 208-212, 216, 217, 221, 223, 224, 226-228, 231, 239, 242, 246, 293 

Humphreys,  F.  C 96,97,101,102 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 103 

Mentioned  ....  2, 71, 74,  77, 78, 79, 82-84, 87-89, 92, 94, 95, 98, 99, 102, 103, 105, 107, 113, 

156, 163, 177, 202, 211, 214, 215, 218, 219, 220, 225, 228, 230, 248, 276, 279, 284 

Reports  of  seizure  of  Castle  Pinckney,  S.  C 4, 109, 179 

Report  of  second  seizure  of  Forts  Caswell  and  Johnston,  N.  C 477, 478 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Johnson,  S.  C 4 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Macon,  N.  C 476 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Fort  Moiiltrie,  S.  C 5, 108 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 16 

Pox,  G.  V. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 235 

Mentioned 197, 198, 200, 209, 211, 230, 235  236, 240, 248, 2 19, 292, 294 

Messenger  to  Major  Anderson 209 

Report  of  expedition  for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter 11 
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Prank,  Royal  T.     Mentioned 533,568 

Franklin,  William  B.     Correspondence  witli  Anny  Headquarters 427 

Preedley,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 568,594 

French,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned * 578 

French,  S.  Bassett.     (See  Virginia,  Governor  of,) 
French,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A 406 

Army  Headquarters , 587 

Arnold,  Lewis  G 389 

Craven,  Tunis  A.  M 364,405 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters 375, 393, 411, 412, 424, 425, 427, 430 

Key  West  City,  Mayor  of 405 

Mentioned 373,394,402,408,411,430,535 

Pret'well,  Dr.     Mentioned 635 

Friend  (anonymous,  signed  A  Friend).     Correspondence  with  A.  G.  Magrath..       287 

Fry,  James  H.,  Capt.    Mentioned 572, 635 

Pulkrod,  Captain.     Mentioned , 632 

Fuller,  Mr.     Mentioned 484 

Fuller,  B.  W.     Mentioned 47 

Fullmn,  Corporal.    Mentioned 53^ 

Gaillard,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 56 

Gaines,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 362 

Gaines,  Fort,  Ala.     Seizure  of.    Report  of  C.  B.  Reese 329 

Gaines,  J.  J.     Mentioned 639,683,684 

Gait,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 626 

Report  of  the  seizure  of  Augusta  Arsenal,  Ga 323 

Gardner,  Mr.    Mentioned 387 

Gardner,  John  L. 

Correspondence  with  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 67, 68 

Mentioned 69-71,73,100,102 

Relieved  from  command  of  Fort  Moultrie 73 

Gamett,  Mr.    Mentioned 263 

Garrard,  Kenner.     Mentioned 553,555,557 

Gatlin,  Richard  C. 

Mentioned 651,674 

Report  of  the  seizure  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark 650 

George,  Alderman.    (See  Little  Bock,  ArJc.,  City  Council.) 
Georgia. 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 291, 464 

Secession  of 

Communications  from 

Burt,  E 324 

Elzey,  Arnold 320-322 

Gait,  John  M 323 

Georgia,  Governor  of , 322 

Lawton,  A.  R 324,325 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 320 

War  Department,  U.  S 322 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 318,323 

Events.    Principal,  Summary  of 318 

Ordnance  of,  adopted.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events.) 

Reports,  &c 318-325 

Liatof 318 
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Paffe. 

Gtetty,  Qeorge  W,    Mentioned 4^1) 

Gibbes,  Lewis R.    Mentioned 34,282 

Qibbes,  R.  W. 

Mentioned 33, 62 

Report  of  bombardment  and  eyacnation  of  Fort  Sumter 66 

Gibson,  C.    Correspoiidence  with  Attorney-General,  U.  S 672 

Gillespie,  Captain.    Mentioned 310 

Gillis,  Commander,  U.  S.  N.    Mentioned 24 

Gillmore,  QuincyA.    Mentioned 158,210,217,385 

GUman,  J.  H.    Mentioned 334-338, 340, 341 ,  359, 363, 365, 381, 407 

(See  Adam  J.  Slemmer.) 

Gist,  S.  R.    Mentioned 34 

(See  South  Carolina,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office. ) 

Glen,  Luther.    Mentioned '  684 

Glover,  Samuel  T.    Mentioned 675 

Glynn,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 355 

War  Department,  U.  S - 355 

Gomez,  Mr.    Mentioned 486 

Gonzales,  Miles.    Mentioned 35 

Goode,  Captain.    Mentioned 572, 63& 

Gord,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 547 

Gordon,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Gordon,  A.  C.     Mentioned    448 

Gorgas,  Josiah.    Mentioned 274 

Gourdin,  Henry.    Mentioned 159 

Gourdin,  Robert  N.    Mentioned 148,160,162 

Grace,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 547 

Graham,  William  M.     Mentioned 537,592 

Granger,  Robert  S.    Mentioned 602 

Grant,  Private.    Mentioned 54 

Grant,  Nathaniel.    Report  of  seizure  of  Liberty  Arsenal,  Mo 649 

Grant,  WiUiam  S.    Mentioned 624,633 

Gray,  Captain  (steamship  Atlantic).    Mentioned 372, 385, 389, 399 

Gray,  George  Fairfax.    Mentioned 616 

Grayson,  John  B.    Assigned  to  command  in  Florida 473 

Green,  Captain.    Mentioned 688 

Green,  General.     Mentioned 453 

Green,  A.  J.    Mentioned 38, 46 

Greene,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with  C.  C.  Sibley 565 

Mentioned 563,564 

Greene,  W.  "W.    Correspondence  with  Attorney-General,  U.  S 67 1 

Gregg,  Maxcy. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 269,273,295,296 

Simons,  James 306 

Mentioned 26,192,273,299,302,303,307,317 

Gregorie,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 28, 34 

Griffin,  Charles.    Mentioned '. 439 

Griffin,  J.  J.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 455, 458 

Grimball,  John.    Mentioned 317 
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Page 
Grimes,  Mr.    Mentioned 663 

Grivot,  M.     (See  Governai  of  Louisiana.) 
Gwynn,  Walter. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.T 267,270 

South  Carolina,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office 271 

South  Carolina,  Secretary  of  War 277 

Mentioned 34, 42 

Hagner,  Peter  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraVs  Office,  U.  S.  A 657 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 665 

West,  Department  Headquarters 661, 662, 664 

Mentioned 654,656,657,669,672 

Hagood,  Johnson.    Mentioned 307,317 

Hall,  Norman  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraPsOffice,U.S.A 138 

Anderson,  Robert 211,230 

Mentioned 23, 70, 71, 112, 137, 138, 150, 154, 161, 170, 179, 180, 202, 203, 230 

Hallonquist,  J.  H. 

Mentioned 33,36,39,40-42,62,63,312 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 51 

Hamilton,  Mr.     Mentioned 119 

Hamilton,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 46 

Hamilton,  D.  H.     Mentioned 270 

Hamilton,  James.    Mentioned 43 

Hamilton,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 316 

Mentioned 33,39-42,63,183,300,311,316,462,464 

Hammer,  Dr.    Mentioned 671 

Hampton,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A ., 454 

War  Department,  C.  S 453,458 

Hardeman,  Ca'ptain.    Mentioned .- 635 

Harlan,  Private.     Mentioned 52 

Harleston,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 40 

Harney,  William  S. 

Mentioned 657,664,670-772,676 

Relieved  from  command  of  Department  of  the  West 669 

Relinquishes  command  of  Department  of  the  West 670 

Revocation  of  order  relieving  (see  note) 669 

(See  West,  Department  Headquarters.) 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  Steamer.     Mentioned 11,227,306 

Harris,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Harris,  General.    Mentioned 322 

Harris,  Mr.    Mentioned 617 

Harris,  Rev.  Mr.     Mentioned 160 

Harris,  C.     Correspondence  with  B.  Burroughs 691 

Hart,  Peter.    Mentioned 20, 23 

Hart,  S.     Mentioned 626 
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Page. 
Hartstene,  Henry  J. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 299, 313 

Mentioned 29, 34, 37, 41, 66, 205, 211, 292, 296, 300, 309,  430, 431 

Reports  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 65, 66 

Hartsuff,  George  L.     Mentioned 366, 374, 407, 415, 441, 442 

(See  Florida,  Department  Headquarters.) 

Hartz,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 553-555,566,567 

Harvey,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Dunkin,  B.  F 287 

Magrath,  A.  G 287,288 

Petigru,  James  L 287 

Mentioned : 287 

Haskell,  C.T.     Mentioned 276,278,279 

Haskin,  JosepI^A. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Louisiana 490 

Mentioned 490 

Reports  of  seizure  of  Baton  Rouge  Arsenal  and  Barracks 489, 490 

Haslett,  R.  E.     Mentioned '. 281 

Hatch,  L.M.     Mentioned 34,43,154,174,218,219,270,314 

(See  South  Carolina,  Quartermaster- General.) 

Ha-wes,  Hugh  W. 

Correspondence  with  Postmaster-General,  C.  S 617, 623 

Mentioned 632 

Hawkins,  George  S. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Florida 444 

Mentioned 443 

Hayne,  I.  "W. 

Correspondence  with 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 253 

War  Department,  U.  S 166 

Mentioned 138,148-150,161,166,132,253,254,292 

Mission  of 138, 149 

Hedrick,  Mr.     Mentioned 476 

Hemphill,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Chase,  W.  H 445 

Florida,  Governor  of 445 

War  Department,  C.  S 618,620,621 

Mentioned 443 

Hempstead,  S.  H.    Mentioned 642 

Henery,  John.    Mentioned 42 

Henry,  Alderman.    (See  Little  Bockf  Ark.,  City  Council.) 

Herbert,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Hesse,  John  C. 

Mentioned 567 

Report  of  rescue  of  colors  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry 566 

Hildt,  John  McL.     Mentioned 381,  399 

Hill,  Bennett  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.S. A 591 

Texas  Commissioners  (special) ^ 538-540 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 535, 546 

Thompson,  James 537 

Mentioned 535 
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Hill,  Bennett  H. — Continued. 

Report  of  condition  of  affairs  in  Texas 591 

Reports  of  seizure  of  U.  S.  property  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex 535, 536, 540 

Hindman,  Thomas  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 1 683 

Davis,  Jefferson 690 

War  Department,  C.  S 684 

Hinsdale,  S.J.    (See  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Citizens  of.) 

Hirsch,  Herman.    Mentioned 318,319 

(See  W.H,C.  Whiting.) 
Hoffman,  William. 

Mentioned '. 525, 553 

Report  of  seizure  of  U.  S.  property  at  San  Antonio,  Tex 517 

Holland,  D.  P.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S ^ 450 

Holmes,  C.R.     Mentioned 45,48,55 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 131 ,  162 

Mentioned 488 

Holt,  Captain.    Mentioned 632 

Holt,  Joseph.     Mentioned 90, 94, 99, 104, 125, 184, 252, 254, 349, 501 

(See  War  Department,  U.S.) 

Hooper,  J.J.    (See  War  Department,  C.  S.) 

Hopkins,  EdTvard  R.      Mentioned 564 

Horton,  A.  C.     Mentioned i 632 

Houston,  Sam. 

Mentioned 550,552,599,611,616,621,625 

Protests  against  concentration  of  troops  in  Texas 551 

(See  Texas,  Governor  of.) 

Hovir,  John.     Mentioned - 675 

Howard,  G.J.    Mentioned 572 

Howard,  G.  Tom.     Mentioned , 616 

Howard,  H.P.     Mentioned 572,635 

Howard,  R.  A.    Mentioned 572,600,632,635 

{See  Texas,  Agent  of ,) 

Howard,  R.J.    Mentioned 671 

Howard,  T.  G.    Mentioned 635 

Howe,  Mr.    Mentioned 374,426 

Howe,  Daniel.     Mentioned 56 

Hubert, .    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 460 

Hudson,  Camp,  Tex.    Evacuation  of 594, 596 

Hudson,  Edward  McK. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 248 

Mentioned - 11,246 

Huger,  A.M.    Mentioned 45,58 

Huger,  Benjamin. 

Assumes  command  of  Charleston  Arsenal 74 

Correspondence  with  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 74 

Mentioned 6,79,80,82,83,87,88,95-97,100,307 

Huger,  T.  B. 

Correspondence  with  G.T.Beauregard 315 

Mentioned 34 

Huguenin,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned r -  -        51 


INDEX.  719 

Page. 
Humphreys,  F.  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Cunningham,  John... 7 

Foster,  John  G 96,97,101,102 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A •. 69,72 

Mentioned 6,7,67,74,95,97,101,105,118,129,320 

Reports  of  seizure  of  Charleston  Arsenal 5-9 

Hunt,  Edward  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Brannan,  John  M 343 

Engineer  Department, U. S. A 383 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters 371 

Mentioned 342,344,345,373,383,390,398,424 

Hunt,  Henry  J. 

Mentioned 366, 369, 370, 372, 381, 391, 393, 399, 415, 427, 433, 434, 437 

Military  suggestions 370 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T. 

Correspondence  with  S.  R.  Mallory 354 

Mentioned 355 

Hutter,  George  C. 

Correspondence  with  Paymaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 132 

Mentioned 133 

Report  of  seizure  of  public  money  by  order  of  Governor  of  South  Carolina . .      132 

Illinois,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Lyon,  Nathaniel 667 

War  Department,  U.  S 669 

Indiana,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 680 

Indianola,  Tex.   Surrender  of  U.  S.  troops  at.     Congratulatory  order  of  Van 

Dorn 632 

(See,  also,  Saluria.) 

Indian  Territory. 

Abandonment  of  U.  S.  posts  in 

Report  of  S.T.Benning 653 

Cherokee  Indians. 

Co-operation  with  Southern  Confederacy 683, 684 

Choctaw  Nation 

Declares  adherence  to  Southern  States 682 

Forts  and  posts  in 

Defense  of,  measures  for 656,659,660,665,668 

Indians  in 

Protection  of 663 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 683 

Army  Headquarters 656,659,667 

Benning,S.T 653 

Bnrrongh8,B 691 

Campbell,  Charles  A 652 

Emory,  WilUam  H 648,649,660-663,665,668 

Rector,  Elias 683 

West,  Department  Headquarters 656, 668, 680 

Correspondence,  Confederate 683, 691 

.  Correspondence,  Union 666, 659-663, 665, 667, 668, 680 

Events.    Principal, Summary  of , .637 
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Indian  Territory— Continued. 

Reports  648,649,652,^53 

List  of 637 

U.  S.  troops  in 

Expedition  to  capture 575, 576 

Transfer  of,  to  Fort  Leavenworth 667, 680 

Ingalls,  Rufus.     Mentioned 366,374,415 

Ingraham,  D.  N.    Mentioned 253, 463 

Ingraham,  H.  L.     Mentioned 378 

Ingraham,  John  H.    Mentioned 317 

Interior  Department,  IT.  S.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 605 

Isabella,  sloop.     Seized  at  Mobile,  Ala 453 

Iverson,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with 

Chase,  W.  H 445 

Florida,  Governor  of 445 

Mentioned 443 

Jackson,  Claiborne  F.     Mentioned 673, 684 

{^ee  Missouri,  Governor  of .) 

Jackson,  Port,  Ga.     Seizure  of.     Report  of  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 323 

Jackson,  Fort,  Louisiana. 

Defense  of,  measures  for 114 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

McFarland,  Walter 496 

Smith,  H 491 

Jackson,  Henry  R.     (See  Georgia,  Governor  of.) 

James,  George  S. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 295 

Mentioned 31;  34, 60, 248, 312 

Jamieson,  Alexander.     Mentioned 341 

Jamison,  D.P.     Mentioned 34,137,150,151,171,173,178 

(See  South  Carolina  Convention;  also  South  Carolina  War  Department.) 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 

Defense  of,  measures  for ,       664 

Ordnance  stores  at 662, 664 

Jefferson,  Fort,  Fla. 

Defense  of,  measures  for 112, 347, 350, 352, 371, 372, 376, 377, 392-399, 402, 406 

Occupation  of.     Reports  of  Lewis  G.  Arnold 345, 346 

Jett,  Benjamin  P.     Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 689 

Jister,  P.     Mentioned 424 

"  Joe."     Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Morris 403 

Johns,  TViUiamB.     Mentioned 366,372,532 

Johnson,  Captain.     Mentioned 311 

Johnson,  Mr.    Mentioned 663 

Johnson,  Port,  S.  C. 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Anderson,  Robert 114 

Foster,  John  G 4 

Johnson,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnson,  Robert  W ---       681 

War  Department,  C.  S 688 

Johnson,  R.  H.     CoiTespondence  with  Robert  W,  Johnson 681, 688 
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Johnson,  Richard  "W. 

Correspondence  with 

Burleson,  A.  B 595 

McCulloch,  H.  jS : 595 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 594, 595 

Mentioned 541, 601 

Report  of  capture  of  detail  from  his  command 594, 595 

Johnson,  Robert  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 681, 683 

Johnson,  James  B 681 

Johnson,  R.  H 681,683 

Pope,  John 682 

Mentioned 443 

Johnston,  Fort,  N.  C. 

Restored  to  U.  S.  authorities - 484, 485 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of  * 

Foster,  John  G 477,478 

Reilly,  James 474, 475 

Jones,  Captain.    (Fort  Morgan,  Ala.)    Correspondence  with  War  Dop't,  C.  S..      275 

Jones,  Captain  (Texas).     Mentioned 632 

Jones,  D.  R. 

Mentioned 15,32,33,35,37,66,267,300,309 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 64, 65 

(See  G.  T.  Beauregard.) 

Jones,  J.     Mentioned 47 

Jones,  J.P.     Mentioned 34,275,299 

(See  Arnold  Elzey.) 
Jones,  Thomas  M. 

Correspondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquarters 545 

Mentioned 544-548,602 

Jones,  W.    Mentioned 550 

Jones,  W.  G.    Mentioned 568 

Jordan,  C.  D.    Mentioned 602 

Kampman,  Captain.     Mentioned 572, 631, 635 

Kansas  City,  Mo.    Seizure  of  ordnance  stores  at.    Report  of  Langdon  C.  Easton.      652 

Kasson,  John  A.    Correspondence  with  G.  M.  Dodge 661 

Kay,  Gr.    Mentioned 64 

Keen,  Private.    Mentioned 54 

Keils,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 46 

Kershaw,  J.B.    Mentioned 302,307,317 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D.     Mentioned ., 366, 368, 385, 393, 400, 442 

(See  Army  Headquarters.) 
Key  West  City,  Fla.,  Mayor  of.     Correspondence  with  William  H.  French . . .       405 
Kilbum,  Charles  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 497 

Myers,  Abraham  C 498 

Kimball,  A.  N.     Correspondence  with  Jacob  Thompson 252 

King,  Mr.    Mentioned 81 

King,  J.  Gadsden. 

Mentioned 34,43,45,47 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 57 

'      46  R  B 
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Pago. 
King,  John  H. 

Mentioned 518,525,551,597.617 

Report  of  seizure  of  U.  S.  property  at  San  Antonio,  Tex 520 

King,  McMillan,  jr.     Mentioned 45,58 

Kingman,  Mr.     Mentioned 257 

Kirk,  Mr.     Mentioned '..      600 

Kirkwood,  W.  D.  H.     Mentioned 45,58 

Knowlton,  Miner.     Mentioned 70 

Kyle,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Lamar,  Colonel.    Mentioned 34,268,271 

Lamar,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 38, 46 

Lamb,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 45 

Lamon,  Ward  H.     Mentioned 218, 221, 222, 230, 237, 281, 282, 294 

Lancaster,  Fort,  Tex.    Evacuation  of 594, 596 

Lander,  P.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquarters 551 

Mentioned 550 

Langdon,  L.  L.   Mentioned 365 

Lang-worthy,  E.  P.   Mentioned 553, 555 

La^vton,  A.  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Bassinger,  W.S 325 

Elzey,  Arnold 322 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 324 

Mentioned 319,323,324 

Lay,  G.W.     Mentioned 111,581,654 

(See  Army  Headquarters.) 

Lazelle,  Henry  M.   Mentioned 568 

Leadbetter,  Danville.   Mentioned 458 

Leaven^vorth  Arsenal,  Kans.   Defense  of,  measures  for 670 

Leaven"worth,  Port,  Kans.   Defense  of,  measures  for 662, 664, 665, 676, 677 

Le  Baron.     Mentioned 409, 462 

Lee,  A.  T.   Mentioned 554,555,578 

Lee,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 275 

Lee,  Prancis  D. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard ^ 266 

Mentioned 34,46,65,268,277,314,315 

Lee,  G.  W.     Mentioned 451 

Lee,  Robert  E.     Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  Texas 586 

Lee,  Stephen  D. 

Mentioned 13,14,15,18,35,64,267,291 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 59, 60, 63 

(See  G.  T.  Beauregard.) 

Legare,  Joseph  J.   Mentioned 35,178,217,219,267 

Leiper,  Colonel.     Mentioned 663 

Lewis,  R.  P.  R.     Mentioned 376, 399 

Liberty  Arsenal,  Mo. 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Farrar,  Benjamin 649 

Grant,  Nathaniel 649 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Baker,  E.  L 667 

Brooklyn  navy-yard.  Commandant  of 229 
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Lincoln,  Abraham — Continued. 

Corresj)ondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 406,440 

Senate  of  the  United  States 440 

War  Department,  U.  S 196,226 

West,  Department  Headquarters 675 

Mentioned 184,189,191,198,242, 

256, 257, 263, 289, 443, 446, 447, 452, 486, 609^  611, 617, 667, 672, 683, 690 

Pickens,  Fort.     Order  relative  to 367 

Lining,  Mr.     Mentioned 49, 56 

Litchfield,  Captain.     Mentioned 311 

Little  Rock,  Ark.   City  Council  of,  resolution  of 641 

Little  Rock  Arsenal,  Ark. 

Garrison  to  remove  from  and  enibark  for  Saint  Louis 645, 646 

Orders  No.  3,  series  1861 645 

Orders  No.  6,  series  1861 646 

Seizrre  of.     Reports  of  James  Totten 638-640, 642 

Surrender  of,  terms  of 644 

Littleton,  Mr.     Mentioned 631 

Logan,  Dr.     Mentioned 42 

Loring,  W.  W. 

Assumes  command  Department  of  New  Mexico 599 

Mentioned ' 604,606 

Reports  of  condition  of  affairs  in  Department  of  New  Mexico 599,  602-605 

(See  New  Mexico,  Department  Headquarters.) 
Louisiana. 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  James J..; 501 

Haskin,  Joseph  A 490 

McFarland,  Walter 499 

Moore,  S.P 497 

Myers,  A.C 493 

Slidell,  John 496 

Texas  Commissioners '. 610 

Theard,  Paul  E 491 

War  Department,  C.S ' 291,458 

War  Department,  U.  S 499 

Message  to  State  Legislature 493^ 

Military  Board  of 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.T ,  ..„ '500 

Benjamin,  J. P 496 

Slidell,  John 496 

Secession  of 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.S. A 499 

Beauregard,  G.  T 500 

Benjamin,  J.  P 496 

Haskin,  Joseph  A 489,490 

Kilburn,  C.  L 497 

Louisiana^  Governor  of . ,  .*. 490,  491,  493,  497, 499, 501 

McFarland,  Walter 496, 498, 500 

Moore,  S.  P „ 497 

Myers,  A.  C 492,498,499 

Slidell,  John * 496 
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Louisiana — Continued. 

Secession  of 

Communications  from 

Smith,  Albert  J 493 

Smith,  H 491 

Todd,  John  W 491 

War  Department,  U.  S 499 

Wilber,  D 492 

Correspondence,  Confederate  and  Union 496-501 

Engineer  property,  possession  of,  demanded 499 

Events.     Principal,  Summary  of 489 

Medical  stores,  possession  of,  demanded 497 

Ordinance  adopted.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events.) 

Reports 489-496 

List  of 489 

(See  New  Orleans ^  La.) 
Lo^wery,  A.  H.     Mentioned 205 

Lucas,  Colonel.     Mentioned 34, 258 

Luckett,  P.  N.     Mentioned 504, 506, 508, 511, 512, 529, 530, 544, 547, 572, 633, 635 

(See  Texas  Commissioners ;  also  Texas  Quartermaster-General.) 

Lynch,  Arthur.     Mentioned 37, 42 

Lynde,  Isaac. 

Correspondence  with  New  Mexico,  Department  Headquarters = 600 

Mentioned 599 

Report  of  condition  of  affairs  in  Department  of  New  Mexico. 600 

Lyon,  Nathaniel. 

Assigned  to  command  Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Mo 658 

Correspondence  with 

Illinois,  Governor  of 1 667 

West,  Department  Headquarters 658, 668 

Instructions  to 658,670 

Mentioned 654,656-658,661,666,667,669,672 

Placed  in  charge  of  Department  of  the  West 670 

(See  West,  Department  headquarters.) 

Macbeth,  J.  Havenel.     Mentioned 47,49 

Mackay,  Private.    Mentioned 56 

Maclin,  Sackfield. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Confederate  troops  at  San  Antonio,  Tex 628 

*  Correspondence  with 

Edgar,  W.  W - 547 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 546, 547, 554 

VanDorn,  Earl 633 

Mentioned 504, 

506,"  508, 509, 544, 545-548, 554-558, 577, 591, 598, 616, 624, 628, 629, 633 

Report  of  seizure  of  train  and  supplies  for  Arizona 633 

Macomb,  Fort,  La.    Seizure  of.    Report  of  D.  Wilber 492 

Macomb,  John  N.     Mentioned 393 

Macon,  Fort,  N.  C.     Seizure  of.    Report  of  John  G.  Foster 476 

Macrae,  Nathaniel  C.    Correspondence  with  West,  Dep't  Headquarters 663,664 

Maddox,  Dr.     Mentioned 42 

Maffit,  John  N.     Mentioned 347 

Magrath,  A.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Friend  (anonymous,  signed  A  Friend) 287 

Harvey,  James  E 287, 288 

War  Department,  C.  S 287 
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Magrath,  A.  G.— Continued. 

Mentioned -. 137 

Major,  J.  P.     Mentioned 635 

Mallory,  S.  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Bigler,  Governor 354 

Chase,  W.  H 444,445 

Florida,  Governor  of 444,445 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T - 354 

Slidell,  John 354 

War  Department,  U.  S 149,349,351 

Mentioned 349,355,362,363,384,443-446 

(See  Navy  Department,  C.  S.) 
Maloney,  Mr.    Mentioned 426 

Manigault,  Captain.     Mentioned 34 

Manigault,  Edw^ard. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 280 

Mentioned 34, 268 

Manning,  John  L. 

Mentioned '. 35, 37, 38 

Reports  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 60, 62 

Marcy,  Samuel.    Mentioned 38 

Marion,  Fort,  Pla.     Seizure  of.     Report  of  Henry  Douglass 333 

Marks,  Major.    Mentioned 337 

Marshall,  Corporal,    Mentioned t 52 

Marshall,  Charles  K.    Mentioned 205 

Martin,  R. 

Mentioned 34,36,39,62,63,311 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 50 

Marts,  Joseph.    Mentioned 238 

Marvin,  William.    Mentioned 373, 374, 384, 394, 404, 412, 413, 425, 426 

Mason,  Fort,  Tex.     Troops,  U.  S.,  to  halt  at 594 

Matthevrs,  W.  G.     (See  Fayetteville,  N,  C,  Citizens  of.) 

Maury,  Dabney  H.     (See  New  Mexico j  Department  Headquarters.) 

Maverick,  Captain.     Mentioned 572,631,635 

Maverick,  Samuel  A.     Mentioned 504, 506, 508, 511, 512, 544 

(See  Texas  Commissioners.) 

Maynadier,  WiUiam.     Mentioned 94,97,349 

McCaa,  Private.     IN.Ientioned... 46 

McCallister,  Captain.    Mentioned 574 

McClellan,  George  B.     Correspondence  with  West,  Department  Headquarters.      680 
McClure,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquarters 529 

Mentioned 524,525,546,553,555,591,598 

Public  money,  transfer  to,  ordered 598 

McCook,  Daniel.     Mentioned 677 

McCormick,  Mr.     Mentioned 676 

Mo  Crady,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 34 

McCreery,  Mr.     Mentioned 437 

McCulloch,  Ben. 

Correspondence  with 

Edgar,  W.  M 547 

Reagan,  John  H 609 

War  Department,  C.  S 609 

Mentioned 504,517,521,647,617,631,634,635 
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McCulloch,  H.  B.  ^^^^* 

Assigned  to  command  Texas  troops  on  Red  River  . .  ^ r>75 

Correspondence  with 

Carpenter,  S.  D 543 

Jolinson,  Richard  W 595 

VanDorn,  Earl 575,576 

War  Department,  C.  S 617,627,629 

Expedition  of,  to  capture  U.  S.  troops  in  Indian  Territory 575, 576 

Mentioned 519, 520, 541, 558-560, 57^574, 594, 631, 632, 635 

McDowell,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

McFarland,  "Walter. 
Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 496,498,500 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 499 

Mentioned 377,395 

Report  of  seizure  of  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip,  La 496 

McGar,  Owen.    Attempted  bribery  of 387,389 

McGehee,  John  C.     (See  Florida  Convention.^ 

Mc  Gill,  Private.     Mentioned 53 

McGow^an,  John.     Mentioned 10 

Mcintosh,  Fort,  Tex.   Evacuation  of.    Report  of  C.  C.  Sibley 560 

Mcintosh,  McQueen.     Mentioned 384, 425 

McKean,  W.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Florida,  Department  Headquarters 418, 419 

Mentioned , •. 417,418,419 

McKlnstry,  Justus, 

Mentioned 676,680 

Report  of  seizure  of  ordnsince  stores  at  Napoleon,  Ark 646 

McLane,  Mr.     Mentioned 49 

McLaren,  A.  N.     Mentioned 346,588 

McLean,  Archibald.     (See  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Mayor  of.) 

McLean,  Eugene  E.     Mentioned 617 

McRae,  Alexander.     Mentioned 602, 603 

McRee,  Fort,  Fla. 

Defense  of,  measures  for .' 112 

Seizure  of.    (See  Florida,  Operations  in,  Summary  of  Principal  Events.) 

McRory,  Captain.    Mentioned.. 471 

McSweeney,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Seymour 154 

Mentioned 144 

Meade,  R.  K. 

Mentioned # 3,4,17, 

18, 21, 87, 90, 96, 109, 113, 115, 136, 138, 154, 155, 157, 179, 185, 187, 202, 217 

Placed  in  charge  of  Castle  Pinckney 90 

Meckling,  W.T.     Mentioned 573,632,635 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 350 

Arnold,  L.G -' - 347 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 393 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters 381, 385, 389, 391 

State,  Secretary  of,  U.  S 368,374 

War  Department,  U.  S ^ 423 

Mentioned 345-347,  358, 366, 373,  374, 376, 379, 380, 382, 406, 416 

Report  of  condition  of  affairs  in  Department  of  Florida 393-399 

(See  Quartermaster- GeneraV 8  Office,  U.  S.  A.) 
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Memminger,  C,  G.     Mentioned : 369 

Menes,  Rev.  Mr.     Mentioned  176 

Mercer,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 240 

Instructions  to,  as  commander  of  the  Powhatan 240, 406 

Merrick,  T.  D.    Mentioned 640 

Mervine,  "William.    Mentioned 429 

Michel,  R.  F.     Mentioned 47 

Middleton,  C.  F.    Mentioned , 42 

Miles,  Dixon  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 676 

West,  Department  Headquarters 664 

Miles,  P.  T.     Mentioned 47 

Miles,  W.  Porcher. 

Mentioned , 15,35,37,64-66,265,309 

Eeports  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter,  S.  C 62, 63, 65 

Military  Affairs,  H.  R.,  Committee.     Correspondence  with  War  Dep't,  U.  S.  94, 129 

Miller,  Private.    Mentioned .,.! , 311 

Milton,  John,    {^ee  Florida,  Governor  of .) 

Minter,  J.  F.    Mentioned 573,632,635 

Mitchell,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 40, 41, 51 

Mitchell,  Charles  B.     Mentioned 659 

Mississippi. 

Governor  of.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 291 

Report  of  Frederick  E.  Prime  of  seizure  of  Ship  Island 329 

Secession  of,  ordinance  adopted.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  326.) 
Missouri. 

Affairs  in,  condition  of 661,668,671-673,677-681 

Confederate  relations 690 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 688 

War  Department,  C.  S 689,690 

Militia,  quota  of,  refused.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events.) 
Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 653 

Atkinson,  John  R 678 

Attorney-General,  U.  S 671 

Baker,  E.L 667 

Blair,  Frank  P 656,668,679 

Corning,  Erastus 677 

"Davis,  Jefferson 688 

Dodge,  G.M 661 

Easton,  Langdon  C 652 

Farrar,  Benjamin 649 

Gibson,  C 672 

Grant,  Nathaniel -      649 

Greene,  W.W 671 

Hagner,P.V , ' 655,657 

Indiana,  Governor  of 680 

Lincoln,  Abraham 675 

Lyon,  Nathaniel 667 

Miles,  Dixon  S 676 
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Missouri — Continued. 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Missouri,  Governor  of 690 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff 684,690 

War  Department,  C.S 689 

War  Department,  U.  S 669,680,681 

West,  Department  Headquarters 654,  658,  661-666,  668, 670, 675 

Wiggins,  Charles , 673 

Correspondence,  Confederate 684, 688-690 

Correspondence,  Union 653-658, 661-664, 666-673, 675-681 

Events.    Principal,  Summary  of 637 

Reports- 649,652 

List  of 637 

Troops  for  Confederate  service 689, 690 

Monroe,  Fort,  Headquarters.     Orders  No.  13,  series  1861 353 

Montgomery,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  West,  Department  Headquarters 656 

Mentioned .* 646,650,662,66? 

Eeport  of  seizure  of  Fort  Smith,  Ai'k 65^ 

Moore,  Colonel.    Mentioned 34 

Moore,  A.  B.    Mentioned 263 

(See  Alabama,  Governor  of.) 

Moore,  John  C.     Mentioned 573, 626 

Moore,  S.  P.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Louisiana 497 

Moore,  Thomas  O.     Mentioned 490, 493, 497, 499, 500, 501 

(See  ioMisiawa,  Governor  of .) 

Mordecai,  Alfred.    Mentioned 192 

Morgan,  Mr.    Mentioned 617 

Morgan,  Port,  Ala. 

Defense  of,  measures  for 1)  " 

Seizure  of.     Report  of  S.  Patterson 3'i^ 

Morris,  Major.     Mentioned 66? 

Morris,  Gouvemeur. 

Mentioned 540 

Report  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Chadboume,  Tex 558 

Morris  Island,  S.  C. 

Batteries  on,  sketches. 207,229,244 

Occupation  of,  by  State  forces 120 

Organization  of  Confederate  forces  on -       317 

Simons,  James,  assigned  to  command 305 

Morris,  J.  C.     Correspondence  with  ''Joe" 403 

Morton,  Jackson.     Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Dilworth 470 

Morton,  J.  St.  Clair. 

Correspondence  with  Florida,  Department  Headquarters 372 

Mentioned -■  389, 395 

Morton,  Oliver  P.    (See  Indiana^  Governor  of.) 

Moultrie,  Fort,  S.  C. 

Anderson,  Robert,  assigned  to  command 73 

Defense  of,  measures  for 67-71, 73-76, 78-81, 83-109, 178 

Defenses  of,  condition,  &c 94,99,104,129,130 

Evacuation  and  seizure  of 

Reports  of  , 

Anderson,  Robert - 2,3 

Foster,  JohnG 5,108 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 252 
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Moultrie,  Fort,  S.  C. — Contiuued. 

Gardner,  John  L.,  relieved  from  command 73 

Public  aud  private  property  at 5,112,218-220 

Sketches  of , 86,146,181 

Mount  Vernon  Arsenal,  Ala. 

Plans  of,  Secretary  of  War  declines  to  furnish 326 

Seizure  of.    Report  of  Jesse  L.  Reno r..      327 

Mo"wry,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned , 51 

Muihr,  Captain.     Mentioned 624 

Mullany,  J.R.M.     Mentioned 376 

Mullings,  Henry  A.     CoiTespondence  with  James  H.  North : 253 

Murdock,  J.  S.     Mentioned ^ 45,58 

Murdock,  Robert.     Mentioned » 45,58 

Murray,  Captain.     Mentioned 625 

Myers,  Abraham  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office, U.S.  A 499 

Kilburn,  Charles  L 498 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 493 

Mentioned 497,499,592 

Reports  of  seizure  of  public  property  at  New  Orleans ...       492 

Myers,  Mr.     Mentioned 652 

Napoleon,  Ark. 

Seizure  of  ordnance  stores.    Report  of  Justus  McKinstry 646 

Nash,  J.  E.     Mentioned 42 

Nathan,  M.H.      Mentioned 33,34,62 

Navarro,  Captain.    Mentioned * .'. 572, 631, 635 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.   Correspondence  with  D.  P.  Holland 450 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 376 

Glynn,  James 355 

Lincoln,  Abraham 406, 440 

Mercer,   Samuel 240 

Slemmer,  Adam  J 355 

Walker,  W\  S 355 

War  Department,  U.  S 423 

Neal,  Benjamin  F.    (See  Nueces  County,  Texas,  Citizens  of.) 

Nelson,  Captain.     Mentioned 572, 632, 635 

Nelson,  P.H.     Mentioned. 317 

NeTvman,  L.  H.     Mentioned 376 

New  Mesico. 

Affairs  in^  condition  of 

Report  of  Ed.  R.S.Canby 606 

Reports  of  W.W.Loring 599,602-605 

Report  of  I.  Lynde 600 

Department  of 

Loring,  W.  W. 

Assumes  command 599 

Relinquishes  command 606 

Succeeded  by  E.  R.  S.  Canby 606 

Department  Headquarters 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 599,602,604,606 

.  Lynde,  I ^ 600 
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New  Mexico — Continued. 

Department  Headquarters 

C^lorrespondence  with 

Paul,G.R 605 

Union,  Fort,  Commanding  Officer  of. . . , 605 

Wainwright,  R.  A 602 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Lynde,  I 600 

New  Mexico,  Department  Headquarters 599, 602, 604, 605, 606 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 593 

War  Department,  C.  S 624 

War  Department,  U.  S 605 

Correspondence,  Confederate 624 

Correspondence,  Union 593, 599, 600, 602, 604-606 

Events.    Principal,  Summary  of 502 

Supplies  for,  seized,  to  be  turned  over  to  Confederate  Government 624 

U.  S.  troops  to  remain  in .• 593 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Affairs  at,  condition  of 497,498 

Defense  of,  measures  for 500, 501 

Paymaster's  office,  seizure  of.     Report  of  Albert  J.  Smith 493 

Public  property  seized 

Correspondence  relating  to 497-501 

Report  of  Abraham  C.  Myers 492 

Nichols,  E.  B.     Mentioned 535,537,538,560 

(See  Texas,  Commissioner ,  Special.) 

Nichols,  'W.  A.     Mentioned 504, 518, 546, 547, 552, 555, 591 

(See  Texas,  Department  Headquarters.) 

Noessel,  Otto  T.     (See  Nueces  County,  Texas,  Citizens  of.) 

Nohrden,  C.     Mentioned 46 

Nolan,  Captain.     Mentioned 631 

North  Carolina. 

Arms  for  Confederate  service  supplied  by 487, 488 

Forts  and  arsenals  in 

Defense  of,  measures  for 481-486 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Britton,  E.  H 481 

Buchanan,  James • 484 

CHngman,  T.  L 486 

War  Department,  C.  S 486-488 

War  Department,  U.  S 481,485,486 

Winslow,  Warren 484 

Militia,  quota  of,  refused 486 

Mint  at  Charlotte 488 

Secession  of 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A '   484 

Anderson,  Samuel  S 478 

Bradford,  James  A.  J 483 

Clingman,  T.  L..... .". 486 

Dardingkiller,  Frederick < 476 

De  Lagnel,  Julius  A 479 

Fayetteville,  citizens  of ^ 482 
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North  Carolina — Continued. 

Secession  of 

Communicuitions  from 

Fayettevillc,  Mayor  of. .T 482,483 

Foster,  John  G 476-478 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 481,484,486-488 

Reilly,  James.. 474,475 

Virginia,  Governor  of , 488 

.War  Department,  C.  S 486-488 

War  Department,  U.  S 481,484,485 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 486,488 

Correspondence,  Union  and  Confederate 481-483 

Events.     Principal,  Summary  of 474 

Ordinance  of.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events. ) 

Reports 474-480 

List  of ,  474 

Troops  for  Confederate  service : 486-488 

North,  James  H.     Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Mullings 253 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.     Mentioned 275 

Nueces  County,  Texas,  Citizens  of.     Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis. .      629 

O'Brien,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 275,281 

Ochiltree,  W.  H.    Correspondence  with  S.  Sherman 610 

O'Donnell,  Frederick.     Mentioned , 341 

Oglethorpe  Barracks. 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Burt,  E 324 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 323 

O^Grady,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 52 

OladoTvski,  H.     Mentioned 449 

Olden,  C.  S.     Mentioned 632 

Oldham,  W.  S. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 618,620 

Mentioned 621 

Ord,B.O.C.     Mentioned 82 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters m. 320 

Foster,  John  G 103 

Gardner,  John  L 67,68 

Hagner,  P.  V •. 655 

Huger,  Benjamin 74 

Humphreys,  F.  C 69,72 

War  Department,  U  S 67-70,74,86,102,104,349,422 

Orr,  James  L.     Mentioned Ill 

(See  South  Carolina  Commissioners.) 

O-wens,  H.  B.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 448 

O-wens,  J.  B.     Correspondence  with  C.  S.  Dilworth 470 

Pagan,  Major.     Mentioned 36 

Parker,  C.  "W. 

Mentioned 33,40,41,51,59 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 58 

Parker,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 45,58 

Parker,  F.  L.     Mentioned 47 

Parker,  Peter.     Mentioned 199 

Patterson,  Alexander.   Mentioned 374,404.406 
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Patterson  Robert.    Mentioned 681 

Patterson,  S.     Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Morgan,  Ala 327 

Paul,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 572, 635 

Paul,  Gabriel  R.    Correspondence  with  New  Mexico,  Dep't  Headquarters 605 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  Steamer.     Mentioned 11, 227, 272, 286, 306 

Paymaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 133 

Hutter,  GeoT^eC ^ 132 

Pearson,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Peary,  Alderman.     (See  Little  Bock,  Ark.y  City  Council.) 

Peck,  Lafayette.   Mentioned 568 

Pender,  'William  D.   Mentioned 278,279,284 

Pendergrast,  G.  J.     Mentioned 284 

Pensacola,  Fla., 

*  Bragg,  Braxton,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  at 448, 449 

Martial  law  declared 464 

Trade  and  intercourse 402,403,409,410,413,451,464 

Troops,  Confederate,  at 

Eeturns  of 455 

Supplies  for 453,454 

To  re-enforce  Virginia  Army 468 

Pensacola  Harbor. 

Flag  of  truce,  abuse  of-  (so-called) 408 

Fortifications  in 

Seizure  of,  measures  for 442-450, 455-465, 469, 472 

Tower,  Zealous  B. ,  assigned  to  command  of 350 

Operations  in 

Eeports  of  Adam  J.  Slemmer,  of  transfer  of  command  from  Barrancas 
Barracks  to  Fort  Pickens,  and  subsequent  events  to  Feb.  5, 1861 . . .  333-342 

(See  Florida,  Operations  in  ;  also  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.) 

Sketch  of 421 

Pensacola  Navy- Yard.   Defense  of,  measures  for 112 

Perkins,  John,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 607 

Mentioned 264 

Perry,  M.  S.   Mentioned 444 

(See  Florida,  Governor  of.) 

Peters,  De  Witt  C.     Mentioned 568 

Pettigru,  Corporal.    Mentioned 53 

Petigni,  James  L.      Correspondence  with  James  E.  Harvey 287 

Pettigre"w,  J.  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 297 

South  Carolina,  Secretary  of  War  of 268 

Mentioned 35, 36 

Pettus,  J.  J.    Mentioned 446,495 

{%%&  Mississippi,  Governor  of  .) 

Phillips,  Captain.     Mentioned = 632 

Phillips,  Mr.     Mentioned 49, 55 

Pickens,  Fort,  Fla. 

Announced  as  Headquarters  Department  of  Florida -.       380 

Armament  and  garrison 434,435 
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Pickens.  Port,  Pla. — Continued. 

Armistice 

Message  of  President  to  U.  S.  Senate,  rel  ative  lo 440 

Violation  of  (so-called),  interview  relative  to 378 

Attack  on,  plan  for,  referred  to 454 

Defense  of,  measures  for 112, 233-235, 355, 357-363, 

365, 376,  378,  380-382,  390, 393-402, 407,  409,  414-420, 429, 431-440 

Expedition  for  relief  of,  original  orders  for 441, 442 

Forces  at,  to  act  on  defensive  only 380, 463 

Garrison  at,  attempt  to  bribe  and  seduce 387-389 

Mail  facilities 382 

Occupation  of.     Resolution  of  Confederate  Congress 258 

Order  relating  to 367 

Re-enforcements  for 229, 351, 352, 355, 360, 367,  376,  378, 422, 423,  427, 460, 463 

Sickness  at 410,433,441 

Troops  transferred  to.     Report  of  Adam  J.  Slemmer 333 

Vogdes,  Israel,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 352, 357 

(See  Pensacola  Harbor.) 

Pickens,  Franci^  "W.    Mentioned 8, 

25,  34,  35,  65,  101,  113,  129,  1.33,  137, 138, 148,  166,  183,  184,  192, 222, 

241-243, 245, 246, 248, 249, 251, 252, 258, 260, 271, 283, 289, 290, 297,  307 

(See  South  Carolina^  Governor  of.) 

Pierce,  Franklin.    Mentioned 615 

Pierce  &  Bacon  (contractors).    Mentioned 624 

Pike,  Albert.     Correspondence  with  John  Pope 682 

Pike,  Fort,  La.   Seizure  of.   (See  Louisiana,  secession  of,  Summary  Principal  Events.) 

Pinckney,  Castle.    (See  Castle  PincJcney.) 

Pine  Bluf^  Ark.    Seizure  of  subsistence  stores  at.     Reports  of  Wm.  W.  Bums.      647 

Pitts,  Captain.     Mentioned 572,632,635 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  Steamer.     Mentioned 11, 227 

Poor,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 376 

Pope,  J.  J. ,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  * 

Beauregard,  G.  T 306 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  M 268 

Pope,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnson,  Robert  W 682 

Pike,  Albert 682 

Porcher,  Dr.     Mentioned 42 

Porcher,  F.  I.     Mentioned 159 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with  Florida,  Department  Headquarters 382, 402 

Mentioned 380, 385, 391, 392, 394, 396, 397, 401, 402, 406, 407, 419, 441 

On  special  service , 406 

Relieved  from  special  service 407 

Porter,  Fitz-John. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 70 

Army  Headquarters "    588 

Mentioned 74,532,534,535,560,587,588 

Report  of  inspection  of  posts  in  Charleston  Harbor 70 

Postmaster-General,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with  H.  W.  Hawes 617, 623 

Potter,  R.  M.     Mcnti(toed 552,555,591 

Powell,  B .     Reports  of  seizure  of  arsenal  at  Apalachicola,  Fla 332 
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Powhatan,  U.  S.  Steamer.     Mentioned , 11, 229, 240, 286, 368, 369, 406 

Prescott,  Captain.     Mentioned 572, 635 

President,  C.  S.     (See  Jefferson  Davis.) 

President,  U.  S.    {See  James  Buchanan  smdL  Abraham  Lincoln.) 

Pressley,  Mr.     Mentioned 92,132,133 

Pressley,  J.  G.     Mentioned i 46 

Preston,  Lieutenant    Mentioned 40, 41, 51 

Prime,  Frederick  E.    Report  of  seizure  of  fort  on  Ship  Island,  Miss .• 329 

Prince,  William  E.     Mentioned 666 

Pringle,  Robert.     Mentioned -. 35, 36 

Pritchard,  William  H.     Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 452 

Pryor,  Roger  A. 

Mentioned 15,18,28,35,64-66,263,309 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 63, 65 

Pulaski,  Fort. 

Defense  of,  measures  for 112 

Seizure  of.     Report  of  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 318 

Putnam,  H.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters * 341 

Mentioned 524 

Pyron,  Captain.     Mentioned 572, 631, 635 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  IT.  S.  A.  % 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office 441 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters 438 

Quitman,  Fort,  Tex.     Evacuation  of 594, 596 

Randall,  Private.    Mentioned 53 

Randolph,  Captain.    Mentioned 337,340,353,354 

Ransom,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 547 

Raoul,  Dr.     Mentioned 42 

Ravenel,  Dr.     Mentioned 160 

Ravenal,  Prioleau.    Mentioned 43 

Rawlins,  Private.    Mentioned 54 

Read,  E.  W.     Mentioned 553,555,578 

Reagan,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Ben.  McCulloch 609 

Mentioned 623 

(See  Postmaster-Generaly  C.  S.) 

Rector,  Elias.     Correspondence  with  John  Ross 683 

Rector,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 688,640,645,683,688 

(See  Arkansas,  Governor  of,) 

Reese,  Chauncey  B. 

Mentioned ■ 329,377,395 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Gaines,  Ala 329 

Reeve,  Isaac  V.  D. 

Mentioned 533,553,572-574,636 

Report  of  surrender  at  San  Lucas  Springs,  Tex 567-571 

Reilly,  James. 

Mentioned 476 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Johnston,  N.  C T 474, 475 

Renehan,  Sergeant.     Mentioned - 218,219 

Reno,  Jesse  L.     Report  of  seizure  of  Mount  Vernon  Arsenal,  Ala 327 

Rensha"w,  Francis  B.     M  ^ntioned 1 335 
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Reynolds,  A.  "W. 

CojTespondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquai  ters 549 

Mentioned 525,526,544,549,591 

Reynolds,  George  N.    Mentioned 50, 159 

Reynolds,  John  F.    Mentioned 439 

Reynolds,  Robert  B.     Mentioned 606 

Rhett,  Corporal.     Mentioned 52 

Rhett,  Alfred. 

Mentioned 33,39-42,51 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 53 

Rhett,  R.  B.  jr.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 308, 309 

Rhett,  Thomas  G.    Mentioned .*. 626,629 

Rhoda  H.  Shannon,  schooner.     Fired  upon 236-239, 241, 246 

Rice,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned • 51 

Riddle,  J.  L.    Mentioned 282 

Riley,  Private.     Mentioned ^- 46 

Rion,  J.  H.     Mentioned 317 

Ripley,  R.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Beauregard,  G.  T 264, 267, 269, 311 

South  Carolina  Army,  Adjutant-General  of  . .  „ 262 

Mentioned 33,36,37,50,63,219,220,299,300,309,313 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation *of  Fort  Sumter 39 

Roberts,  Marshall  O.     Mentioned 130 

Robertson,  F.H.     Mentioned...'. 50,275,281 

Robertson,  J.,  Judge.     Correspondence  with  John  Tyler 253 

Robertson,  John.     (See  Virginia  Commissioners.) 

Robins,  Alderman.     (See  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  City  Council.) 

Robinson,  Corporal.     Mentioned 56 

Robinson,  P.  Gervais.     Mentioned 47 

Rodgers,  John.    Mentioned 201. 

Rogers,  James  H.    Mentioned 506, 511, 512, 611, 621, 629 

Roman,  A.  B.     {^ee  Confederate  Commissioners.) 

Rooney,  M.E.     Mentioned 47 

Ross,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 683 

Rector,  Elias 683 

Rowan,  S.  C.    Mentioned 11 

Roy,  John.    Mentioned 501 

Rudy,  George.     (See  Arkansas,  Citizens  of.) 

Ruifin,  Edmund.     Mentioned 35, 46, 54 

Russell,  Hon.  Mr.    Mentioned , 684 

Russell,  John.     Mentioned 45,58,477 

Rutledge,  John.     Mentioned 34,47,282,337 

Sacket,  Delos  B.     Mentioned '. ; 666 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Defense  of,  measures  for 675, 676 

Police  Commissioners.      Correspondence  with  West,  Dep't  Headquarters- .      670 

Saint  Louis  Arsenal. 

Capture  of,  measures  for 688 

Commanding  Officer  of.     Correspondence  with  War  Dejjartment,  U.  S 669 

Defense  of,  measures  for 653-655, 658, 661, 663, 666-669, 675 

Lyon,  Nathaniel,  assigned  to  command 658 

St.  Paul,  Captain.     Meniioned 491 
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Saint  Philip,  Fort,  La. 

Defense  of,  measures  for .^-... ^ 119 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

McFarland,  Walter '.      496 

Smith,  H 491 

Saluria,  Tex.     Surrender  at,  and  terms.     Reports  of  C.  C.  Sibley 561-563 

Samuel,  W.  G.  M.     Mentioned 593 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Capture  of  Co.  A,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  near.     Report  of  James  Duff 578 

Events  at.     Report  of  Eugene  H.  Abadie 517 

Maclin,  Sackfield,  assigned  to  comifiand  of  Confederate  troops 628 

Public  property  at,  seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Hoffman,  W 517 

King,  JohnH 520 

Smith,  Larkin 519 

San  Antonio  Arsenal,  Tex.     Seizure  of.    Report  of  R.  H.  K.  Whiteley 516 

San  Antonio  Arsenal  and  Barracks,  Tex.     Seizure  of.    Report  of  D.  B. 

Twiggs 503 

Sands,  Captain.     Mentioned 538 

Sandford,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 119 

San  Lucas  Springs,  Tex. 

Surrender  of  U.  S.  forces 

Reports  of  I.  V.  D.  Reeve , 567-571 

Van  Dorn's  congratulatory  order 634 

Saunders,  John  S. 

Arrest  and  parole  of 353,354 

Cprrespondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 353 

Mentioned 354, 355 

Sayre,  C.  L.     Mentioned 610 

Scanlon,  Charles.    Mentioned 42, 52 

Scarborough,  Captain.    Mentioned 632 

Schaffer,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 53 

Schnierle,  General.     Mentioned 7,72,95-97,101 

Schultz,  A.  H.     Mentioned 128,130,131 

Scott,  Henry  L. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 177, 179, 236, 585 

Mentioned 131 

(See  Army  Headquarters.) 

Scott,  Winfield.     Mentioned 73, 100, 112-114, 119, 128, 196-198, 200, 202, 

204, 209, 224, 280, 360, 395, 398, 441, 442, 484, 551, 552, 604, 659, 660, 681 

(See  Army  Headquarters.)  " 

Searcy,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Sebastian,  William  K.     Correspondefice  with  Governor  of  Arkansas 681 

Senate  of  the  United  States.     Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 440 

Sevrard,  A.  H.     Mentioned 604, 606 

Seward,  William  H.     Mentioned 263 

(See  State f  Secretary  of.) 

Seymour,  Truman. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Robert 213,237 

McSweeney,  Daniel ■...>. 154 

Mentioned 49,64, 

69-71, 75, 81, 82, 84, 171, 173, 176, 190, 197, 202, 20(3",  218, 239, 241,  439 
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Shea,  D.  D.     Mentioned 573, 635' 

Shepherd,  Oliver  L,     Report  of  evacuation  of  Fort  Duncan,  Tex 561 

Sheridan,  Sergeant.     Mentioned  547 

Sherman,  S.     Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Ochiltree 010 

Ship  Island,  Miss.     Seizure  of  fort  on.     Report  of  Frederick  E.  Prime 329 

Shufeldt,  Robert  N.     Mentioned 1 .. 412 

Sibley,  C.  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Greene,  James  B 565 

Smith,  Larkin 564 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 534 

Mentioned 534,553,562,573,601 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex 560 

Report  of  surrender  at  Saluria,  Tex 561-563 

Simons,  James. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Morris  Island 305 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 302,303,308,309,312-315 

Gregg,  Maxcy 306 

Mentioned J 32-34,61,303,305,307-310,317 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 37 

Simonton,  Captain.     Mentioned 219 

Simmons,  B.  F.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 455, 458 

Sitgreaves,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 40, 41, 51 

Slemmer,  Adam  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Henry  A 388 

Armstrong,  James 336 

Army  Headquarters 334, 361, 365 

Bragg,  Braxton 362 

Chase,  William  H 337-340,359 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 355 

War  Department,  U.  S 355,358,359 

Mentioned 263, 336, 3:'.8, 

339, 341,  357,  358, 360,  361,  363, 378, 381,  387,  391, 395,  396,  399,  462, 463 
Rej)ort  of  transfer  of  command  from  Barrancas  Barracks  to  Fort  Pickens, 

and  subsequent  events,  to  February  5,  1861 333-342 

Slidell,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Chase,  William  H 445 

Florida,  Governor  of 445 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 496 

Louisiana  Military  Board 196 

Mallory,  S.  R 354 

War  Department,  U.  S 149 

Mentioned 167,355,443-446 

Smead,  Mr.    Mentioned 439 

Smith,  Captain.     Mentioned 595 

Smith,  Corporal.     Mentioned 52 

Smith,  Major.    Mentioned 262 

Smith,  Albert  J. 

Mentioned 424 

Report  of  seizure  of  paymaster's  office  at  New  Orleans 493 

Smith,  Albert  N.     Mentioned 376 

Smith,  Caleb.     (See  Interior  Department,  U.  S.) 
47  R  R 
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Smi  li,  E.  Kirby. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S G27 

Mentioned 540, 560, 614,  615 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Camp  Colorado,  Tex 559 

Smith,  Fort,  Ark. 

Abandonment  of 652,654-656 

Orders  issued  at,  dated  April  22,  1861 652 

Seizure  of 

Reports  of 

Gatlin,  R.  C 650 

Montgomery,  Alexander 651 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D 650 

Smith,  Cr.  W.     Mentioned 274 

Smith,  H.     Report  of  seizure  of  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip,  La 491 

Smith,  J.  M.     Mentioned 583 

Smith,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 552, 555, 557 

Smith,  Larkin. 

Correspondence  with 

Sibley,  C.  C 564 

Texas  Agent  601 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 600, 601 

Mentioned 518,525,551,564,596 

Report  of  dema.nd  for  arms  not  in  hands  of  troops,  &c 600 

Report  of  seizure  of  U.  S.  property  at  San  Antonio,  Tex 519 

Snyder,  G.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Anderson 213, 237, 241 

Mentioned 17,18,20,23,66,67,71,80,85,91,96,98,99,106, 

113, 115, 138, 147, 157, 178, 185, 187, 189, 194, 202, 217, 239, 241-243, 247 
South  Carolina. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office 
Correspondence  with 

Bonham,  M.  L 265 

Gwynn,  Walter 271 

Army,  Adjutant-General  of.     Correspondence  with  R.  S.  Ripley 262 

Coast,  defense  of. 306,307,310,311 

Commissioners 

Appointment  of Ill 

Correspondence  with  James  Buchanan 109, 115, 120 

Confederate  relations 254-259 

Convention 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 295 

Governor  of 252 

Delegation  U.  S.  Congress 

Correspondence  with  James  Buchanan 116, 126 

Interview  with  the  President 125 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Robert 184,135,171,218,2-38 

Beauregard,  G.  T 280,281,289,303,304,307,309 

Bonham,  M.  L 303 

Brewster,  H.  P 274 

Confederate  Commissioners 275 

Confederate  Congress 254 

Ciinningbam,  John .,,-., ,,,,,,,,,  7 
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South  Carolina — Continued. 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 258,292 

Hayne,  I.  W 253 

South  Carolina  Convention 252 

Tyler,  John 254,257 

War  Department,  C.  S 259,290,292,304 

Washington,  L.  Q 261 

Wigfall,  L.  T 253,257,261 

Interdicts  communication  with  Fort  Sumter 113 

Report  of  seizure  of  CastJe  Pinckney,  S.  C ^ 252 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Moultrie,  S.  C 252 

Operations  in.     (See  Charleston  Harbor.) 

Public  moneys.     Seizure  of.     Report  of  George  C.  Hutter 132 

Quartermaster- General  of 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Robert 145 

Secretary  of  War  of 145 

Secession  of,  ordinance 110 

Secretary  of  War  of 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Robert 144,151,152,174,219,220 

Beauregard,  G.  T 304 

Gwynn,  Walter 277 

Pettigrew,  J.  Johnston 268 

Quartermaster-General,  S.  C 145 

White,  W.  C 310 

U.  S.  forts,  arsenals,  &c.,  transferred  to  Confederate  Government 288 

Sparks.  Captain.     Mentioned 691 

Spencer,  Mr.     Mentioned 281 

Spencer,  S.  W.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 455, 458 

Sprague,  John  T.     Mentioned 553, 555 

Stanton,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 94, 99, 104 

(See  Military  Affairs,  H.  B.  Committee.) 

Stapp,  Captiiiii.     Mentioned 632 

Star  of  til e  West  fired  upon 9,134-137,140 

State,  Secretary  of,  U.  S. 

Corresjiondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 140 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 368,374 

Steele,  William. 

Correspondence  with  West,  Department  Headquarters 670 

Mentioned 677 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.    Mentioned 207 

Stevens,  Lieutenant.      Mentioned 611 

Stevens,  P.  P. 

Mentioned... 33,43,45,46,55,61,183,192,273 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 47, 48 

Stevens,  Walter  H.     Mentioned 282,407 

Stewart,  Private.    Mentioned 54 

Btockman,  Fort,  Tex.     Evacuation  of 594,596 

Stoneman,  George.     Mentioned 536,537,593,601 

Strawinski,  Thaddeus  S.     Death  of 158 

Stringham,  Silas  H.    Mentioned , , .   197 ,  203, 286, 287, 40J5 


740  INDEX. 

Page. 

Strohecker,  J.  P.     Mentioned 45, 58 

Sturgis,  Russell.     Mentioned 205 

Sturgis,  Samuel  D. 

Mentioned 648,650,651 

Eeport  of  seizure  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas 650 

Sullivan,  Private.     Mentioned 311 

Sumter,  Fort,  S.  C. 
Bombardment  of 

Preparations  for . .  114, 120, 133, 137-139, 143, 144, 146-148, 150, 155-165, 169-173, 
175-177, 179-181, 183-196, 205-213, 216-218, 221, 223, 224, 226-232, 246, 247, 
249-251, 262, 264-272, 274, 276, 277, 280-282, 285, 286, 288, 292-294, 302,  304 

Bombardment  and  evacuation  of  (Correspondence,  &c. ) 12-67, 

222, 223, 273-275, 277, 280-283, 297, 300,  301,  305-314 
Reports  of 

AUston,  Charles,  jr 64 

Anderson,  Robert 12 

Beauregard,  G.  T 25 

Butler,  William 50 

Calhoun,  W.  R 51 

Chesnut,  James,  jr 59,60,62 

Chisolm,  A.  R. 59,60.62 

Cuthbert,  G.  B 54,57 

De  Saussure,  Wilmot  G 43 

Dunovant,  R.  G.  M 35 

Foster,  John  G 16 

Gibbes,  R.W 66 

HaJlonquist,  J.  H  , 51 

Hartstene,  H.  J 65,66 

Jones,  D.  R 64,65 

King,  J.  Gadsden 57 

Lee,  Stephen  D 59,60,63 

Manning,  John  L 60, 62 

Martin,  R 50 

Miles, W.  Porcher 62,63,65 

Parker,  C.  W 58 

Pry  or,  Roger  A 63, 65 

Rhett,  Alfred 53 

Ripley,  R.S 39 

Simons,  James 37 

Stevens,  P.  F.... 47,48 

Valentine,  Jacob 53 

Wagner,  Thomas  M 52 

Washington,  J.  E.  McP 58 

Casualties 15, 311, 314 

Defense  of,  measures  for 67-72, 74-76, 78-81, 83-109, 112, 115, 119, 120, 133, 136- 

139, 143, 144, 149, 156-158, 160, 163-165, 168, 169, 172, 175, 176, 178-180, 183- 
196, 206, 210-218, 221,  223,  224, 226-233,  235, 241-243, 245, 249-251, 293, 294 

Defenses  of.     Condition,  &c 94,99,129,130 

Errollment  of  employes  in  State  service 79, 93, 94 

Evacuation  of,  terms  of 13-15 

Garrison,  Confederate 314, 315 

Intercourse  with 113,248,283,285,286,288,291 

Mail  facilities 1 13, 138, 144, 152, 153, 245, 246, 250, 286, 288, 291 

Mail,  public,  seized 248,249,292-294 
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Sumter,  Fort,  S.  C. — Continued. 

Mechanics  and  laborers  at , 284, 285 

Mines  in,  rumors  of 276, 279 

Noncombatants 113, 145, 148, 151-153, 158, 159, 161-163, 284, 285 

Occupation  of.     Resolution  of  Confederate  Congress 258 

Position  of,  sketches  of 148, 174, 225 

Purchase,  South  Carolina  offers  to 166,253,254 

Reconnaissance  by  steamers 106, 171, 173, 174 

Relief  of 

Expeditions,  plans,  &c 9, 11, 114, 119, 

128, 130-134, 136, 177, 179, 180, 196-205, 226, 227, 229, 235, 236, 240, 245, 
246, 248, 251, 253, 257, 272, 275,  283-285, 291-293, 295-304, 306,  313, 314 
Reports  of 

Fox,  G.  V 11 

Talbot,  Theodore .' 251 

Woods,  Charles  R 9 

Secretary  of  State,  suggestions  of 140 

Supplies 120, 144, 145, 150, 151, 152-154, 159, 162, 179, 

180, 196-205, 211, 218-220, 230, 231, 235, 236, 240-243, 245, 246, 253, 291 

Surrender  of,  demand  for,  referred  to 1, 137 

United  States  forces  removed  to 
Reports  of 

Anderson,  Robert 2, 3 

Foster,  John  G 5, 108 

Svrearer,  John.    Mentioned 22 

Talbot,  Captain  (steamship  Mexico).     Mentioned 625 

Talbot,  Theodore. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 245, 251 

Mentioned. .  70, 75, 134, 136, 140, 145, 148, 153, 202, 230, 232, 237, 238, 240-243, 290-292 

Tate,  Frederick.     Mentioned 572, 635 

Taylor,  Fort,  Fla. 

Defenseof,  measures  for.  112, 360, 374,  383-387,339, 391, 393-399, 402, 404-407, 424-427 

Occupation  of.     Reports  of  John  M.  Brannon 342-345 

Taylor,  Isaac.     Mentione.- 348 

Taylor,  Richard.     Mentioned 490 

Taylor,  Walter.     Mentioned 42 

Taylor,  Zachary.     Mentioned 368 

Teel,  Captain.     Mentioned 572, 574, 635 

Ten  Broeck,  P.  G.  S.     Mentioned 9, 131, 132 

Tessier,  D.  E.     Mentioned 572,  635 

Texas. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.     Correspondence  with  L.  A.  Thompson  ..       634 

Affairs  in,  condition  of.     Report  of  Bennett  H.  Hill 591 

Agent  of.     Correspondence  with  Larkin  Smith 601 

Commissioner  (Special).     Corres  ondence  with  Bennett  H.  Hill 538-540 

Conunittee  of  Public  Safety 
"Commissioners  of 

Agreement  with  General  Twiggs 515 

Appointment  of 511 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  W.  B    530 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 610 

Military  Commission  Department  of  Texas. 

(See  Proceedings  of  Military  Commission.) 
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Texas — Coiitjnuea. 

Committee  of  Public  Safety 

Correspondence  with 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters. .  513-515,  525, 526, 528, 531,  545,  546,  548 

Powers  and  duties  of 512, 513 

Confederate  relations 611 

Convention,  resolution  of  Legislature  concerning 511 

Delegation,  Confederate  Congress.     Correspondence  with  War  Dep't,  C.  S..       607 

Department  of 

Events;  February  19-April  23,  1861.     Reports  of  C.  A.  Waite 521-558 

Lee,  Robert  E. ,  relieved  from  duty  in 586 

Military  Commission 

Appointment  of 504 

Correspondence.     (See  Proceedings.) 

Instructions  to 505 

Proceedings  of 504,  516 

Military  posts,  circular  to  commanding  officers 587 

Military  posts,  &c. 

Surrender  of 

Demanded  and  acceded  to 513, 514, 515 

Report  of  D.E.  Twiggs 503 

Orders,  General,  series  1861: 

No.  3,  589 ;  No.  5,  515 ;  Nos.  6  and  7,  591 ;  No.  8,  596. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1861 : 

No.  10,  581 ;  No.  13,  582;  No.  16,  pars.  2  and  4,  586;  No.  20,  504; 

No.  21,  par.  1,  544 ;  No.  25,  589  ;  No.  27,  591 ;  No.  31,  593;  No.  32, 

594 ;  No.  34,  594 ;  No.  35,  594 ;  No.  36,  596 ;  No.  37,  596 ;  No.  41, 

'  597 ;  No.  44,  pars.  2  and  4,  597 ;  No.  50,  598;  No.  86^,  604. 

Twiggs,  David  E. 

Relieved  from  command 584 

Relinquishes  command 591 

Waite,  Carlos  A. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command 58 1, 591 

Department  Headquarters 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 581, 582,  585, 586 

Army  Headquarters 579-581, 585-587, 589, 590,  .598 

Blair,  W.  B 530 

Carpenter,  S.  D 523,541 

Hill,  Bennett  H 535,536 

Johnson,  Richard  W 594, 595 

Jones,  Thomas  M 545 

Lander,  F.  W 551 

Maclin,  Sackfield 546, 547, 554 

McClure,  Daniel 5'i9 

Reynolds,  A.W 549 

Sibley,  C.C 534 

Smith,  Larkin 600,601 

Texas,  Commissioners 513-515, 525, 526, 528, 531, 545, 546, 548 

Texas,  Governor  of 551, 583 

Vinton,  D.H 528 

Waite,  Carlos  A 522,584 

Whiteley,  R.H.K 529 

Williams,  T.G 530 

Ed  trenched  camp  to  be  formed  at  Indianola  550,  598 
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Texas — ( 'ontinued. 

Frontier.     Defense  of,  measures  for 609, 618-622,  627,  629 

Governor  of 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 621,626 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters , 551, 583 

War  Department  C.  S 291,623,624,629 

Military  complications  in 607 

Militia  of,  to  be  called  into  Confederate  service 623 

Militia  regiment  offered  for  Confederate  service « 631 

Officers,  U.  S. 

General  staff,  ordered  to  proceed  to  Washington  City 591 

San  Antonio,  on  duty  at 

Arrest  of 552,554-557 

Forbidden  to  visit  enlisted  men 554 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Abadie,  Eugene  H 517 

Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  U.S.A 567,585 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 623,  626,  630,  635, 6S6 

Army  Headquarters 579,581,585-589,598 

Austin,  William  F 634 

Backus,  Electus 560 

Blair,  W.  B 530 

Bragg,  Braxton 607,608 

Burleson,  A.  B 595 

Carpenter,  S.D 523,541,542,543 

Duff,  James 578 

Edgar,  W.M 547 

Greene,  James  B 565 

Hartz,  Edward  L 567 

Hawes,  Hugh  W 617,623 

Hemphill,  John 618 

Hesse,  John  C -s 566 

Hill,  Bennett  H 535,536,539,540,591 

Hoffman,  William 517 

Johnson,  Eichard  W 594,595 

Jones,  Thomas  M 545 

King,  JohnH 520 

Lander,F.W 551 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 610 

Maclin,  Sackfield 546,547,554,633 

McClure,  Daniel 529 

McCulloch,  Ben 609 

McCulloch,  H.E 543,595,617,627 

Morris,  Gouverneur 558 

Nueces  County,  citizens  of 629 

Oldham,  W.  S 618 

Eeeve,  I.  V.  D 567,568,571 

Keynolds,  A.  W 549 

Sherman,  S 610 

Shepherd,  Oliver  L 561 

Sibley,  C.C 534,560-503 

Smith,  E.Kirby 559,  627 

Smith,  Larkin 519,  564,600,601 
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Texas — Continued. 

Operations  in 

Communications  from 

Texas  Agent 601, 

Texas,  Commissioner  (Special) 538,539 

Texas,  Comihittee  of  Public  Safety,  Commissioners  of.  513-515, 526,  548,  549 

(See  Miliiai'y  Commission,  Department  of  Texae.) 

Texas,  Department  Headquarters 503,  514,  515,  521,  523-525,  528,  531, 

532-535,  540,  544-546,  549,  550,  552,  579-583,  586,  587,  590 

Texas,  Governor  of 551,583,621,626 

Texas,  Quartermaster-General  of 616,  630 

Texas,  Secretary  of  State  of 611 

Texas  State  troops.  Commanding  Officer 542 

Thompson,  James 537 

Van  Dom,  Earl 572-577,614,633 

Vinton,  D.  H 528 

Waite,  C.A 522,584 

War  Department,  C.  S 607-609,  613,  614, 620,  621,  623,  624, 629 

Waul,  T.N , 615 

Wharton,  E.  C 625 

Whiteley,  R.H.K 516,529 

Williams,  T.G 530 

Correspondence,  Confederate 607-636 

Correspondenccj  Union 579-606 

Events.     Principal,  Summary  of 502 

Reports 503-578 

List  of 503 

Ports  of,  defense  of,  measures  for 610,  625, 626,  629,  630,634 

Public  moneys 

Agreement  in  regard  to 530, 531 

In  hands  disb'g  officers,  statements  of,  demanded  and  refused 524,526-528 

Seizure  of 524, 544 

Public  offices.     Seizure  of 524,528-530 

Public  property 

Abandoned,  at  posts,  to  be  turned  over  to  State  authorities 596 

Inventories  of,  to  be  made  at  posts  in 589 

Inventories  of,  seized,  to  be  made 593 

Seizure  of,  by  Confederate  Government  ordered 624 

State  authorities  to  transfer,  to  Confederate  Government 614, 616 

Quartermaster-General 

Correspondence  with  Earl  Van  Dorn 630 

War  Department,  C.  S 616 

Secession  of,  ordinance  adopted.     (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events.) 

State,  Secretary  of.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 611 

Troops,  Confederate.     Disposition  and  movemciut  of 574, 577,  631 

Troops,  State,  Comdg.  Officer  of.    Correspondence  with  S.  D.  Carpenter..  542, 543 

Troops,  U.  S. 

Arms  not  in  hands  of,  surrender  demanded.    Report  of  Larkin  Smith . . .      600 

Arrive  from  New  Mexico 533 

Concentration  of,  difficulties 533 

Concentration  of,  at  Indianola 550-552, 598 

Protest  of  Samuel  Houston  against 551 

Embarkation  of 532,549,598 

EnUstment  of,  efforts  to  secure 607, 609, 614,  615,  617 
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Troops,  U.  S. 

Movements  of , 534,550,689,596,597 

Number  of,  to  be  removed,  statement  of 524 

Ordered  to  Fort  Leavenworth 589 

Ordered  to  New  York  Harbor 598 

Passage"  of,  through  Confederate  States 608, 610 

Prisoners  of  War  to  be  arrested  and  held  as 623, 624, 627, 629, 636 

Removal  from ^ 585-589, 601 

Surrender  of.     Reports  of  Earl  Van  Dorn 572, 573 

Transportation  of,  agreement  relative  to 531 

Union  party  to  be  aided 550, 598 

Van  Dorn,  Earl,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  in 623, 628 

Theard,  Paul  E. 

Correspondence  with  Governor  of  Louisiana 491 

Mentioned 491 

Thomas,  Lorenzo. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 128 

Mentioned 128,248,282,290,521,525,657,675 

(See  Army  Headquarters;  also  Adjutant- GeTieraVs  Office,  U.S.A.) 

Thomas,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 9,131,132,246 

Thomas,  J.  P.     Mentioned 33,46,48,55 

Thompson,  Jacob.     Correspondence  with  A.  N.  Kimball 252 

Thompson,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Bennett  H.  Hill 537 

Mentioned 536, 537 

Ordered  to  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex 536 

Report  of  operations  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex 537 

Thompson,  John  B.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 688 

Thompson,  L.  A.     Correspondence  with  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General  of  Texas 634 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 684,690 

War  Department,  C.  S 689 

Mentioned 678,679 

Tenders  his  services  to  the  Confederacy 684 

Thomson,  William  A.    Mentioned 180,236 

Tift,  Asa.     Mentioned 397,426 

Tiler,  Mr.     Mentioned 374 

TiUinghast,  Otis  H.    Mentioned 70 

Tobin,  WiUiamC.     Mentioned „ 572,635 

Todd,  Colonel.     Mentioned 327,329,330 

Todd,  John  W.     Report  of  seizure  of  Baton  Rouge  Arsenal 491 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A 236 

Mentioned 180,236 

Toombs,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  Confederate  Conmiissioners 277, 284, 286, 287 

Mentioned 442,443 

Totten,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 639, 640, 642, 645, 646 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 638-640,64.^,644 

Mentioned 644, 645, 663, 664,  m^,  676, 681, 682 

Reports  of  seizure  of  Little  Rock  Arsenal,  Ark 638-640,  QSSi 
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Totteii,  Joseph  G.     Mentioned 156, 196-198, 200, 214, 215, 217 

(See  Engineei'  Department,  U.  S.  A.) 
Toucey,  Isaac.     (See  Navy  Department,  U.  S.) 

Townsend,  B.  D.    Mentioned 224,648,662 

(See  Army  Headquarters.) 
Tovrer,  Zealous  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Pensacola  Harbor 350 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 350 

Florida,  Department  Headquarters 415 

Mentioned 364,  381, 385, 391,  39d,  401,  407,  414, 415 

Tracy,  Private.     Mentioned , 54 

Trapier,  J.  H.     Mentioned 34,42,267,268,303,307,316 

Trenholm,  George  A.    Mentioned 159 

Trouche,  Private.     Mentioned 56 

Tucker,  Alderman.     (See  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  City  Council.) 

Tucker,  Mr.    Mentioned 423 

Tupper,  S.  Y.     Mentioned 39,267 

Twiggs,  David  E. 

Administration  of  affairs  in  Department  of  Texas  left  to  his  discretion. . .  579, 580 

Announces  his  determination 582 

Asks  to  be  relieved 581 

Assistance  tendered  by  Governor  Houston 583 

Dispositions  made  by,  to  meet  emergencies 581, 582 

Dismissed 597 

Instructions  requested  from  Army  Headquarters 579-582, 586 

Instructions,  requests  for,  submitted  to  War  Department 585 

Mentioned 259,369,370,393,504-506, 

509-512, 516-518, 521, 525-527, 535, 541, 544,  545, 548, 559, 560, 565, 567, 
578, 581, 582, 584, 586, 589, 591, 592, 597, 601, 608-610,  615, 626, 627,  634 

Order  relieving,  acknowledged 590 

Public  property,  &c.,  views  in  regard  to 583 

Relieved  from  command 584 

Relinquishes  command  to  Colonel  Waite 591 

Report  of  seizure  of  San  Antonio  Arsenal  and  surrender  of  military  posts  in 

Department  of  Texas 503 

(See  Texas,  Department  Headquarters.) 
Tyler,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Robertson,  J 253 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 254, 257 

Virginia  Commissioner 253 

Tyler,  John,  jr.     (See  War  Department,  C.  S.) 

Tyler,  R.  A.     Mentioned 246 

Union,  Fort,  N.  Mex.,  Commanding  Officer.     Correspondence  with  New  Mex- 
ico, Department  Headquarters 605 

U.  S.  Forts  and  Arsenals.    Res.  of  Confed.  Cong,  relative  to  occupation  of. .  254, 258 

Transferred  to  Confederate  Government  by  South  Carolina 288 

Upton,  Captain.    Mentioned 632 

Valentine,  Jacob. 

Mentioned 33,36,39-42,52 

Report  of  bomb  s^rdment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sum  ter 53 
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Van  Dom,  Earl. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  in  Texas 623, 628 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 623, 1 30, 633, 635, 636 

Ford,  J.  S 577 

Maclin,  Sackfield 633 

McCuUoch,  H.  E 575,576 

Texas,  Quartermaster-General  of 630 

War  Department,  C.  S 613,614,624 

Mentioned 450, 556, 

561, 562,  564,  566,  568,  570,  571,  575,  578, 615, 617, 623,  629,  631,  633-635 

Orders,  General,  series  1861,  issued  by 

No.  1,  628;  No.  3,  631 ;  No.  4,  632;  No.  .5,  634;  No.  8,  574. 

Report  of  seizure  of  wagon  train  and  supplies  for  Arizona 633 

Reports  of  surrender  of  U.  S.  troops  in  Texas 572,573 

Van  Horn,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 568 

Van  Vliet,  Stevrart.    Mentioned 679 

Verde,  Camp,  Tex.     Defense  of,  measures  for 584, 586 

Vincent,  Hugh  E.     Mentioned 159 

Vinton,  David  H. 

Correspondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquarters 528 

Mentioned 504,506,508,509,524,525,553,591 

Virginia. 

Commissioner  of.     Correspondence  with  John  Tyler 253 

Governor  of.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 488 

Re-enforcements  for  Army  in,  from  Pensacola,  Fla 468 

Vogdes,  Israel. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Fort  Pickens,  Fla 352, 357 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 352,356,357,360,363 

East,  Department  Headquarters  —  378 

Mentioned 352, 353, 375, 376, 379, 381,  389, 391, 395,  396,  399, 439 

"Waggaman,  George  G.      Mentioned 647 

VSTagner,  Thomas  M. 

Mentioned 33,39-42,51 

Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort  Sumter 52 

Waid,  Alderman,     {^ee  Little  Bock,  Arlc,  City  Council.) 

Wain*wright,  Robert  A. 

Correspondence  with  New  Mexico,  Department  Headquarters 602 

Mentioned 604,606 

VTaite,  Carlos  A. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Department  of  Texas  584, 591 

Correspondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquarters 522, 584 

Instructions  to 586 

Mentioned 509,517,525 

532, 552, 554-558,  564,  578, 581,  584, 590, 591, 593,  594, 596-598,  601, 608 

Reports  of  events  in  Texas,  February  19-April  23,  1861 521-558 

(See  Texas,  Department  Headquarters.) 

"Walke,  Henry.     Mentioned 336,338 

"Walker,  Captain.    Mentioned 631 

Walker,  Captain,     Mentioned 572,635 

V7alker,  Colonel.    Mentioned 34 

Walker,  Orderly  Sergeant.    Mentioned 319,324 

Walker,  James  A.     Mentioned 323,367 
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Walker,  Leroy  P.     Mentioned 60,  192,248,279,295 

(See  War  Department,  C.  S.) 

Walker,  W. H. T.     Mentioned 469,470 

Walker,  W.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 355 

War  Department,  U.  S 355 

Mentioned 376 

Wallace,  George  W.     Mentioned 602 

Waller,  H.B.     Mentioned 537,538,560 

Walters,  William  T.     Mentioned 276,278 

War,  Council  of,  ordered  in  Department  of  Florida 415 

Ward,  Mr.     Mentioned 411 

Ward,  Captain.     Mentioned 310 

Ward,  George  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Dilworth,  W.S , 470 

War  Department,  C.  S 466 

Suggestions  of 466 

Ward,  J.T.     Mentioned 572,632,635 

Ward,  James  H.     Mentioned 177, 179-181, 197, 198, 202,  236 

Ward,  James  M.     Mentioned 655 

(See  ArkanaaSf  Citizens  of.) 
War  Department,  C.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Alabama,  Governor  of .. 291, 452, 453 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 685,6!i7,689 

Beauregard,  G.  T 35,260,271-276, 

279, 280, 282-286, 288-291, 297, 298, 300-302, 305, 306, 308-310, 314-316 

Bragg,  Braxton 275,455-465,468,608 

Brewster,  H.  P 014 

Brougnah,  W.  N 688 

Clemens,  Jere 447 

Cockrell,  S.  R 686 

Confederate  Commissioners 283 

Davis,  Jefferson 261 

Dilworth,  W.  S 470,473 

Duncan,  J.  K 275 

Dunham,  J.  L 455, 458 

Florida,  Governor  of 291,469,471,473 

Flournoy,  T.  B 688 

Georgia,  Governor  of 291, 464 

Griffin,  J.  J 455,458 

Hardee,  W.  J 453,458 

Hemphill,  John 618,620,621 

Hindman,  T.  C .* 684 

Hubert, 460 

Johnson,  James  B - :--.       688 

Jones, ,  Capt 275 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 291,458 

Magrath,  A.  G 287 

McCulloch,  Ben .-      609 

McCuUoch,  H.  E 617,627,629 

Mississippi,  Governor  of 291 
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War  Department,  C.  S. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Missouri,  Governor  of 689, 690 

Nortli  Carolina,  Governor  of 486-488 

Oldham,  W.  S 618,620 

Owens,  H.  E : 448 

Ehett,  R.  B.,  jr 308,309 

Simmons,  B.  F 455,458 

Smith,  E.  Kirby .*. 627 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 259,290,292,304 

Spencer,  S.  W 455,458 

Texas  Delegation,  Confederate  Congress 607 

Texis,  Governor  of 291,623,624,629 

Texas,  Secretary  of  State  of 611 

Texas,  Quartermaster-General  of 616 

Thompson,  John  B 088 

Thompson,  M.  Jeff 689 

VanDom,  Earl 613,014,624 

Virginia,  Governor  of 488 

Ward,  George  T 466 

Washington,  L.  Q 263 

Wharton,  E.  C 625 

Wigfall,  Louis  T 278 

Wood,  S.  A.  M 469 

Worden,  John  L 461,462 

Estimates  for  service  of. 261, 262 

War  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 422 

Anderson,  Robert 3, 16, 98, 103, 136, 140, 143, 182, 216, 235 

Arkansas,  citizens  of 655 

Arkansas,  Governor  of 687 

Army  Headquarters 112,208,209,354,659 

Astor,  J.  J.,  jr 414,415 

Atkinson,  John  R 678 

Attorney-General,  U.  S 671 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 656,668,679-681 

Clopton,  David 326 

Corning,  Erastus 677, 681 

Elzey,  Arnold 322 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 99, 102, 107, 232, 367, 368, 383 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  Mayor  of 483,484 

Fitzpatrick,  Ben 149 

Fox,  G.  V 235 

Glynn,  James 355 

Hayne,  I.  W 166 

Illinois,  Governor  of 669 

Indiana,  Governor  of 680 

Interior  Department,  U.  S 605 

Lincoln,  Abraham 196,226 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 499 

MaUory,  S.  R 149,349,351 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C 423 

Military  Affairs,  H.  R,,  Committee 94,129 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _ , 423 
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"War  Department   CT.  S.— Contiaued. 
Correspondenc  d  with 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 481, 485, 486 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 67-70, 74, 86,  102, 104, 349, 422 

Saint  Louis  Arsenal,  Commanding  Officer  of , 669 

Saunders,  John  S 353 

Slemmer,  Adam  J 355, 358, 359 

Slidell,  John , 149 

Talbot,  Theodore ,. 245,251 

Walker,  W.  S 355 

West,  Department  Headquarters .• 675 

Yulee,  D.  L 348,349,351 

Warley,  A.  F.     Mentioned 34,46 

Washington,  J.  E.  McP.     Report  of  bombardment  and  evacuation  of  Fort 

Sumter 58 

Washington,  L.  Q. 

Correspondence  with 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 261 

War  Department,  C.  S 263 

Washington,  Thornton.     Mentioned 586, 614, 615 

Washita,  Pott,  Ind.  T. 

Abandonment  of.     Report  of  William  H.  Emory 64H 

Concentration  of  U.  S.  troops  at 656 

Watkins,  Alderman.     (See  Little  Book,  Ark.,  City  Council,) 

Waul,  T.  N.     Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 615 

Webb,  L.  S.     Mentioned 56 

Webb,  "William  A.     Mentioned 9,131,132 

Webber,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 425 

Wells,  John.     Mentioned 42 

West,  Department  of. 
Harney,  W.  S. 

Relieved  from  command  of 669 

Relinquishes  command 670 

Revocation  of  order  relieving  (see  note) 669 

Lyon,  Nathaniel.     Placed  in  charge  of 670 

Orders,  General,  No.  9,  series  1861 670 

West,  Department  Headquarters. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office  U.  S.  A 658, 669, 670, 675 

Army  Headquarters 653, 654, 656,  662, 665-667 

Emory,  William  H 6k,668 

Hagner,  P.  Y 661,662,664 

Lincohi,  Abraham 675 

Lyon,  N 658,668 

Macrae,  N.  C 663,664 

McClellan,  GeorgeB : 680 

Miles,  Dixon  S 664 

Montgomery,  Alexander 656 

Saint  Louis,  Police  Commissioners 670 

Steele,  W 67u 

War  Department,  U.  S 675 

Wharton,  E.  C.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 625 

Wheat,  Sergeant.     Mentioned -  -  -  -        52 

Wheelis,  Private.     Mentioned -        54 

Whipple,  William  D.     Mentioned . . « 565 
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"White,  E.  B.     Mentioned 81 

White,  W.  C.     Correspondence  with  South  Carolina,  Secretary  of  War  of 310 

Wliiteley,  Robert  H.  K.     Correspondence  with  Texas,  Dep't  Headquarters  -.       529 

Mentioned 504,506,508,500,524,525,591,59:5 

Report  of  seizure  of  San  Antonio  Arsenal,  Tex 510 

VThiting,  G.  C.     Mentioned 348 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 27,298,299,486 

Davis,  Jefferson * 258 

Lawton,  A.  R -   324 

Mentioned 25,26,34,38,39, 

259, 268, 271, 272, 274, 275, 296, 305, 307, 310, 312, 318, 367, 477,  487,  488 

Rei)ort  of  seizure  of  Fort  Jackson,  Ga 323 

Report  of  seizure  of  Oglethorpe  Barracks,  Ga 323 

Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga 318 

(See  James  Simons,) 

Whitney,  Joseph.     Mentioned 345-347 

W^hittemore,  James  M.    Mentioned 353, 381 

Wigfall,  Louis  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 273,276,307 

Bonham,  M.  L 252 

Chase,  William  H 445 

Davis,  Jefferson 273 

Florida,  Governor  of 445 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 253,257,261 

War  Department,  C.S 278 

Mentioned 14,23, 

32, 35, 37, 38, 57, 61, 62, 64, 65, 263, 274, 276, 287, 308-310, 443, 445, 609 

Wiggins,  Charles.     Correspondence  with  Attorney- General,  U.  S 673 

Wilber,  D.    Report  of  seizure  of  Fort  Macomb,  La 492 

Wilcox,  Captain.     Mentioned 554, 555, 557, 558, 572, 631 

Wilcox,  J.  A.     Mentioned 635 

Williams,  Captain.     Mentioned 632 

Williams,  George  A.     Mentioned 524 

Williams,  L.  C.    Mentioned " 34,47,275 

Williams,  Seth.     (See  West,  Department  Headquai-ters.) 

Williams,  T.  G.    Correspondence  with  Texas,  Department  Headquarters 530 

W^illie,  James.     Mentioned 572, 635 

Wilson,  Joseph  K.    Mentioned 566 

Wilzie,  J.M.     Mentioned 675 

Winder,  Captain.     Mentioned 34, 303 

Winslow,  Warren.     Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 484 

Withers,  John.     Mentioned 103 

Wolfe,  Francis  H.     Mentioned 655 

(See  Arkansas y  Citisiens  of») 

Wood,  Roberto.     Mentioned .362,378,407 

Wood,  S.  A.  M.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 469 

Woodbury,  D.  P.    Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 367 

Woods,  Charles  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 131 

Army  Headquarters 134, 245 

Mentioned 131,132 

Beport  of  expedition  for  relief  of  Fort  Sumter 9 
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Word,  A.H.     Mentioned ($91 

Worden,  John  L. 

Arrest  of 460,461 

Bearer  of  dispatches *. 459, 4(1] 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.S 461,402 

Mentioned 376,459-401 

"Wright,  Corporal.     Mentioned „ 56 

Wright,  Horatio  G.    Mentioned ,       186 

(See  Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A,) 

Wright,  Moses  H.     Mentioned 604 

Yancey,  William  L.     Mentioned 447 

Yates,  Richard.     Mentioned 667 

(See  Illinois,  Governor  of.) 

Yates,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 33, 39-43, 6',i 

Yeadon,  Mr.    Mentioned 159 

Young,  Gourdin.     Mentioned 32,38,57,01 

Young,  William  C.     Mentioned 1 575,576,053 

Yuell,  E.    Report  of  destruction  of  bark  Alvarado 347 

Yulee,  D.  L. 

Correspondence  with 

CaU,  George  W 442 

Chase,  W.H 445 

Finegan,  Joseph 442,443 

Florida,  Governor  of 444, 445 

War  Department,  U.  S 348,349,351 

Mentioned 349,443,445 

Zalam,  Corporal.    Mentioned 56 
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